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Today’s session

Overview of Australian Defence Force service in Census data

• Emily Casey – Census Dissemination

• Cassandra Elliott – Veterans’ statistics 

Panel question and answer session 

• Department of Defence

• Col Peter Wightman RFD

• AIRCDRE Kaarin Kooij

• Department of Veterans’ Affairs

• Alison Hale

• Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

• Caitlin Szigetvari
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New question on the 2021 Census
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2021 Census data releases

First Release data

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

• Long term health conditions

• Australia's cultural diversity

• Demographics

• Transport

• Housing and income

• Families and households

• Location

• Unpaid work and care

• Education and training information

Second Release data

• Labour force information

• Occupation

• Industry

• Non-school qualifications

• Method of travel to work

• Workplace address

• Internal migration – address one and five years 
ago
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Accessing Census data

Find Census data 
by area or topic



Population and Demographics



Questions: Pollev.com/2021censusnds

Population

Regular Service
Primary ongoing job, mostly full-time

Reserve Service
Part-time, can include up to 200 days 
of service per year

Ever Served (581,100)

Currently Serving (84,900)

Previously Served (496,300)
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Ever served population

10.4%
(60,300 people)

4.2% (24,600 people)

85.4% 
(496,300 people)

Current Regular service

Current Reserve service

Previously served
(Regular or Reserves)
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Age profile by service in the ADF
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State/territory of usual residence

Proportion of those ever served in the ADF by state or territory of 
usual residence compared to never served
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Top regions for previous service members

Statistical area 3 No.

% of total previous 

service population

Townsville, QLD 8,661 1.7

Toowoomba, QLD 5,063 1.0

Rockingham, WA 4,717 1.0

Onkaparinga, SA 4,696 1.0

Mornington Peninsula, VIC 4,394 0.9

Ipswich Inner, QLD 4,217 0.9

Shoalhaven, NSW 4,123 0.8

Newcastle, NSW 4,083 0.8

Geelong, VIC 4,068 0.8

Gosford, NSW 3,877 0.8

Mandurah, WA 3,857 0.8

Wyong, NSW 3,735 0.8



Education
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Educational attainment 
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Non-school qualifications
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Field of study
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Employment
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Labour force status 
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Occupation
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Health outcomes
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Long-term health conditions
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Need for assistance with core activities 
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Third data release - 2023

• Socio-economic indexes for 
areas (SEIFA)

• Distance to work

• Census microdata

• Estimates of homelessness

Third release – early to 
mid 2023
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Panel members

• Col Peter Wightman RFD

Manager Defence Census, Workforce Planning Branch, Department of Defence

• Alison Hale

Assistant Secretary, Community Policy Branch, Department of Veterans’ Affairs

• Caitlin Szigetvari 

Unit head, Veterans’ Insights and Projects Unit, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 

• AIRCDRE Kaarin Kooij

Acting Head of People Capability, Defence People Group, Department of Defence

• Cassandra Elliott

Assistant Director, Disability, Carers and Veterans’ Statistics, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics


