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Our purpose

Through effective and culturally appropriate engagement, put the power of data in the hands of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and to inform important decisions by collaborating 
with our data users to deliver relevant, trusted and objective data and insights.

Our role

· Lead the ABS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistical Program

· Invest in building stronger relationships and partnerships with our users

· Increase our understanding of the current and future data needs of our users

· Improve data quality

· Return information in a relevant and tailored manner

· Build the statistical capability of our users



Today’s session 

• About the 2021 Census 

• Working alongside community

• Key data insights
• Counts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

• Characteristics of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

• Accessing Census data 

• Questions
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The 2021 Census



Scale of the Census 



Our journey to the 2021 Census

• Improving participation - a high data quality priority for Census

• 2016 Census Independent Assurance Panel – approaches need to be 
explored in consultation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.

• Centre of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics (CoATSIS) role in Census 

• Developments shaped with assistance of  
• ABS Round Table on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Statistics
• Remote Expert Advisory Group & Remote Dress Rehearsal
• Communications partners, user centered design workshops

• Collaborative development of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brand



Working alongside community

Urban 

- Fill-in-the form sessions and Hubs

- Partnerships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
organisations

- Homeless/rough sleeper enumeration 

Remote 

- Travelling teams

- Interviewing using a tailored large factor paper form

- Recruitment of local Community Field officers

- Extended census period rather than census night



Working alongside community



Thank you to all the

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people and communities

who participated in the

2021 Census!



Key data insights: Counts of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people



Counts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people

+18% +25%



Counts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people
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Counts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people

Count Proportion %

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

Aboriginal 495,754 590,056 742,882 2.3 2.5 2.9

Torres Strait Islander 31,407 32,345 33,765 0.1 0.1 0.1

Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander
21,205 26,767 36,083 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Population
548,368 649,171 812,728 2.5 2.8 3.2



Counts by State and Territory



Counts by State and Territory

2011 2016 2021
Percentage growth

2011-2016
Percentage growth

2016-2021

New South Wales 172,625 216,176 278,043 25.2% 28.6%

Victoria 37,992 47,788 65,646 25.8% 37.4%

Queensland 155,826 186,482 237,303 19.7% 27.3%

South Australia 30,432 34,184 42,562 12.3% 24.5%

Western Australia 69,664 75,978 88,693 9.1% 16.7%

Tasmania 19,625 23,572 30,186 20.1% 28.1%

Northern Territory 56,779 58,248 61,115 2.6% 4.9%

Australian Capital Territory 5,184 6,508 8,949 25.5% 37.5%

Australia(a) 548,368 649,171 812,728 18.4% 25.2%
(a) Includes migratory, offshore and shipping



Counts by State and Territory
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Percentage change in counts
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Age distribution  



Age distribution



Age distribution



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
families and households



Couple families



Couple families



Census data quality for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people

2016 2021

Net undercount17.5% 17.4%

6.0% Indigenous status 
not stated

4.9%

42.6% Online response
rate

69.6%



Characteristics of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people



Service in the Australian Defence Force

2.5% of currently serving and former Australian Defence 

Force members identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander

3,159 currently serving

11,610 previously serving 



Long-term health conditions

• The 2021 Census included a question on long 
term health conditions for the first time

• Allows for detailed analysis for population 
groups and areas

• Not as comprehensive as the National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 
Survey



Long-term health conditions

31.3% reported 

having a selected

(a) long-term health condition

(a) Excludes the category ‘any other long-term health condition(s)’

Two health 
conditions

One health 
condition

Three or more 
health conditions

20.6%

6.7%

4.0%



Long-term health conditions



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestries

• The 2021 Census included new mark boxes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestries in 
the Ancestry question on the Census form (self-
enumeration and online form), affecting how 
people responded compared to previous Censuses. 

• Ancestry measures a place or cultural group often 
related to where a person’s parents or 
grandparents were born and should not be used in 
place of Indigenous status in analysis of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population.



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestries
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestries

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander ancestry responses

2011, 2016 and 2021 Census



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages

167 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
languages spoken at 

home in 2021 
by 76,978 people Most widely reported language groups



Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders using an Indigenous language at home
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Unpaid activities
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Education



Family household composition



Household and housing characteristics



Average household size

(a) Based on place of enumeration
(b) Includes Other Territories



Housing suitability

Closing the Gap Target: By 2031, increase the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people living in appropriately sized (not overcrowded) housing to 88 per cent.

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people living in 

appropriately sized

(not overcrowded) housing

2016 2021

New South Wales 85.9% 87.5%

Victoria 87.6% 88.8%

Queensland 79.4% 81.2%

South Australia 82.5% 82.8%

Western Australia 75.2% 78.8%

Tasmania 89.9% 88.8%

Northern Territory 38.4% 43.4%

Australian Capital Territory 91.6% 90.7%

Australia 78.9% 81.4%



Tenure type for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, 2011 and 2021



Tenure type for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, 2021 Census



Household income
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Weekly rent
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Monthly mortgage repayments
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What’s next……

Register at www.abs.gov.au/census/events
Return of information to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities From July 2022

State and Territory seminars late July/early August

Counts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians August 2022

Preliminary Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians September 2022

Analysis on selected topics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people From October 2022

Understanding the increase in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander count Early 2023



Release timetable

First Release
28 June 2022

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples

• Health and ADF service 
information

• Australia's cultural diversity

• Demographics

• Transport

• Housing

• Location

• Education and training

Second Release
Late October 2022

• Usual address 1 and 5 
years ago

• Labour force and 
employment

• Occupation and industry

• Non-school qualifications

• Method of travel to work

• Workplace address

Third Release
Early to mid 2023

• Remoteness geography 
structures

• Socio-economic indexes 
for areas (SEIFA)

• Estimates of 
homelessness

• Distance of travel to work



Refreshed Census data tools

Find Census data by 
area or topic



2021 Census dictionary



Questions

Further questions can be sent to coatsis@abs.gov.au


