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The statistics in this release are preliminary and may be subject to change.CA U T I O N

Where estimates have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the

component items and totals.

US A G E

These data are sourced from the (non-finance) National Schools Statistics Collection

(NSSC), which is a joint undertaking of the various State and Territory Departments of

Education, the federal Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

(DEEWR),  the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and the Ministerial Council on

Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA). The scope of the

collection is bound by the definitions of schools, students and staff as defined.

SO U R C E DA T A

This release contains a summary of state, territory and national data for the broad

categories of schools, students and staff at the 2008 school census date of the 1st August.

More detailed data, including derived participation and progression measures, will be  

published in the Final publication, due out in March 2009, or in the detailed Data Cubes

and spreadsheets subsequently published on the ABS website.

The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with year 7 schooling now

considered part of secondary education. This change will affect the 2008 comparisons of

school, students and staff data with previous years.
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r revised
(a) For the definition of school see Glossary.
(b) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary education. This

change will affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous years.  

9 5621281872771 0657951 7132 2883 1092008
r9 579132185r2771 0688031 7152 2923 1072007

All schools

5510161613272008
290011123212007

Independent special schools

62010102383441211341952008
6121092383451191321912007

Independent combined schools

880729131020272008
10515214121426312007

Independent secondary schools

26134440393749852008
27937442394253892007

Independent primary schools

25000226872008
10000020262007

Catholic special schools

12725721222513322008
12626720212317302007

Catholic combined schools

328535251063871302008
338525281170861312007

Catholic secondary schools

1 22523725111681953794172008
1 22923725111701953804182007

Catholic primary schools

338455692047761122008
r33845r5692047761122007

Government special schools

4946752695769258662008
4615492692779155662007

Government combined schools

1 03917153997721772533692008
1 04320113998721762583692007

Government secondary schools

4 96257561405074289341 1981 6422008
5 00959841405104339361 2041 6432007

Government primary schools

Aust.ACTNT(b)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS (a) , by af f i l i a t ion1
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(a) For the definition of student see Glossary.
(b) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary education. This change will

affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous years.  
(c) For the definition of full-time equivalent (FTE) see Glossary.

1 469 16928 44715 84937 685136 90598 403275 017384 558492 3052008
1 455 97728 62212 75737 793134 59397 635271 050381 566491 9612007

Total Secondary

1 975 30830 81623 36844 782213 445156 309433 595455 348617 6452008
1 971 03830 86925 85345 019210 839157 158428 970453 834618 4962007

Total primary

256 5654 5092 9215 32228 63819 15051 44172 75471 8302008
248 3384 3742 2975 22227 24418 40549 44770 97270 3772007

Independent secondary

217 6423 4432 1723 93825 85323 20450 66244 90863 4622008
209 9993 1792 3833 84124 26122 77648 11543 46461 9802007

Independent primary

316 5438 4562 0836 70127 67119 03751 46086 382114 7532008
312 7588 4711 6466 59227 38718 73050 25585 111114 5662007

Catholic secondary

380 4738 8242 7237 36736 75028 01673 25099 417124 1262008
378 4858 8273 0477 29236 35127 98671 37498 710124 8982007

Catholic primary

896 06115 48210 84525 66280 59660 216172 116225 422305 7222008
894 88115 7778 81425 97979 96260 500171 348225 483307 0182007

Government secondary

1 377 19318 54918 47333 477150 842105 089309 683311 023430 0572008
1 382 55418 86320 42333 886150 227106 396309 481311 660431 6182007

Government primary

FU L L - T I M E EQ U I V A L E N T ( F T E ) S T U D E N T S (c)

1 460 78928 43915 70236 821136 40195 204273 896383 345490 9812008
1 447 22028 60412 43936 853134 01394 331269 829380 342490 8092007

Total secondary

1 973 50230 74023 35544 770213 256156 257432 566454 988617 5702008
1 969 30330 79325 83245 006210 575157 118428 074453 511618 3942007

Total primary

256 0764 5052 9045 31928 63418 92751 40772 69671 6842008
247 8454 3702 2815 21827 24318 19049 39670 89270 2552007

Independent secondary

217 0843 3722 1723 93025 66423 16650 57744 81263 3912008
209 3913 1252 3823 83424 00522 75548 03543 37161 8842007

Independent primary

316 2258 4522 0836 69727 66218 88451 41086 325114 7122008
312 5558 4581 6456 59227 38618 62150 24885 070114 5352007

Catholic secondary

380 3528 8222 7237 36536 75028 01173 21899 341124 1222008
378 3558 8273 0477 28936 34327 97971 34198 637124 8922007

Catholic primary

888 48815 48210 71524 80580 10557 393171 079224 324304 5852008
886 82015 7768 51325 04379 38457 520170 185224 380306 0192007

Government secondary

1 376 06618 54618 46033 475150 842105 080308 771310 835430 0572008
1 381 55718 84120 40333 883150 227106 384308 698311 503431 6182007

Government primary

FU L L - T I M E ST U D E N T S

Aust.ACTNT(b)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

NUMBER OF STUDENTS (a) , by af f i l i a t ion2
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(a) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary education. This change will affect
the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous years.  

1 405 16127 9869 79834 611128 77992 379258 345379 888473 3752008
1 395 21128 1257 94134 583126 69191 714254 941376 952474 2642007

Total secondary

1 877 46130 01613 36641 963198 035150 448403 458449 604590 5712008
1 874 13130 10615 01242 148195 544151 337399 621448 392591 9712007

Total primary

562 38612 8303 28911 71454 90537 47199 544158 504184 1292008
551 28512 6922 49411 49553 27036 50996 636155 463182 7262007

Non-Government secondary

586 26912 0423 60510 92760 19150 577120 890143 666184 3712008
576 99311 8264 08910 75958 11250 155116 629141 584183 8392007

Non-Government primary

842 77515 1566 50922 89773 87454 908158 801221 384289 2462008
843 92615 4335 44723 08873 42155 205158 305221 489291 5382007

Government secondary

1 291 19217 9749 76131 036137 84499 871282 568305 938406 2002008
1 297 13818 28010 92331 389137 432101 182282 992306 808408 1322007

Government primary

NO N - I N D I G E N O U S FU L L - T I M E ST U D E N T S

55 6284535 9042 2107 6222 82515 5513 45717 6062008
52 0094794 4982 2707 3222 61714 8883 39016 5452007

Total secondary

96 0417249 9892 80715 2215 80929 1085 38426 9992008
95 17268710 8202 85815 0315 78128 4535 11926 4232007

Total primary

9 9151271 6983021 3913403 2735172 2672008
9 1151361 4323151 3593023 0084992 0642007

Non-Government secondary

11 1671521 2903682 2236002 9054873 1422008
10 7531261 3403642 2365792 7474242 9372007

Non-Government primary

45 7133264 2061 9086 2312 48512 2782 94015 3392008
42 8943433 0661 9555 9632 31511 8802 89114 4812007

Government secondary

84 8745728 6992 43912 9985 20926 2034 89723 8572008
84 4195619 4802 49412 7955 20225 7064 69523 4862007

Government primary

I N D I G E N O U S FU L L - T I M E ST U D E N T S

Aust.ACTNT(a)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

NUMBER OF FULL-  T IME STUDENTS, by af f i l i a t ion3
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(a) For definition of full-time equivalent (FTE) see Glossary.
(b) For a definition of teaching staff see Glossary.
(c) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary

education. This change will affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous
years.  

122 1302 2911 2882 97611 6808 04321 87933 28840 6852008
120 5922 2891 1782 95911 4097 94721 42432 95940 4292007

Secondary

124 9772 0701 8302 84013 5329 95627 08629 46738 1962008
123 7662 0801 8072 84113 3409 91126 80229 17837 8072007

Primary

AL L T E A C H I N G ST A F F

24 5263952795052 6261 7314 4497 3557 1872008
23 5413922294892 4501 6494 2747 0936 9662007

Secondary

14 8402331402981 6741 4963 0573 5404 4012008
14 3092221452891 5651 4602 8953 4154 3182007

Primary

I N D E P E N D E N T TE A C H I N G ST A F F

24 7476121675022 1551 5404 0066 8778 8862008
24 4026091444902 1151 5233 8906 7458 8862007

Secondary

21 6434761753882 0181 6574 0736 0696 7882008
21 3154731743841 9831 6183 9645 9416 7792007

Primary

CA T H O L I C T E A C H I N G ST A F F

72 8571 2848421 9686 8994 77313 42419 05624 6122008
72 6491 2888051 9806 8444 77513 26019 12124 5762007

Secondary

88 4941 3621 5142 1539 8406 80319 95619 85827 0072008
88 1421 3851 4882 1699 7926 83419 94319 82226 7102007

Primary

GO V E R N M E N T TE A C H I N G ST A F F

Aust.ACTNT(c)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

NUMBER OF FULL-  T IME EQUIVALENT (FTE) TEACHING STAFF (a) (b ) , by af f i l i a t ion4
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(a) For the definition of teaching staff and other in-school staff see Glossary
(b) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary education. This change will

affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous years.  

415 5416 4665 53911 14947 95430 56793 530100 743119 5932008
409 6786 4045 19810 99546 80430 10392 50798 927118 7402007

All in-school staff

49 2188156891 2555 7403 64611 09212 60813 3732008
47 4238005961 2205 5293 48810 51612 11113 1632007

Non-Government other staff

86 6559041 4682 92112 7966 62924 92916 92220 0862008
85 4338661 3402 84812 3626 56025 12716 47419 8562007

Government other staff

99 6371 9458962 0939 8977 55317 32028 39231 5412008
97 2251 9288022 0479 5007 33016 67227 86131 0852007

Non-Government teaching staff

180 0312 8022 4864 88019 52112 73940 18942 82154 5932008
179 5972 8102 4604 88019 41312 72540 19242 48154 6362007

Government teaching staff

Aust.ACTNT(b)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

NUMBER OF FULL-  T IME TEACHING AND OTHER IN-  SCHOOL STAFF, by af f i l i a t ion (a )5
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(a) For the definition of full-time equivalent (FTE) see Glossary.
(b) For the definition of student see Glossary.
(c) For the definition of teaching staff see Glossary.
(d) Number of full-time students plus full-time equivalent (FTE) of part-time students divided by the number of

full-time equivalent (FTE) teaching staff. For further details on the calculation of student / teacher ratios, see
explanatory notes in Schools Australia, (cat. no. 4221.0).

(e) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part of secondary
education. This change will affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and staff data with previous
years.  

12.012.412.312.711.712.212.611.612.12008
12.112.510.812.811.812.312.711.612.22007

Total secondary

15.814.912.815.815.815.716.015.516.22008
15.914.814.315.815.815.916.015.616.42007

Total primary

10.511.410.510.510.911.111.69.910.02008
10.511.210.010.711.111.211.610.010.12007

Independent secondary

14.714.815.513.215.415.516.612.714.42008
14.714.316.413.315.515.616.612.714.42007

Independent primary

12.813.812.513.312.812.412.812.612.92008
12.813.911.513.412.912.312.912.612.92007

Catholic secondary

17.618.615.619.018.216.918.016.418.32008
17.818.717.519.018.317.318.016.618.42007

Catholic primary

12.312.112.913.011.712.612.811.812.42008
12.312.210.913.111.712.712.911.812.52007

Government secondary

15.613.612.215.515.315.415.515.715.92008
15.713.613.715.615.315.615.515.716.22007

Government primary

%%%%%%%%%

Aust.ACTNT(e)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

FULL-  T IME EQUIVALENT (FTE) STUDENT/TEACHING STAFF RAT IOS (a) (b ) (c ) (d )6
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(a) Apparent retention describes a ratio of remaining students from a particular grade cohort in the
current year, compared to that same cohort in a commencement year.  Two ratios are presented
here, Year 7/8 to Year 12, and Year 10 to Year 12.  Further details are available in the glossary
of Schools, Australia (cat. no. 4221.0)

(b) The stucture of schooling in the NT changed in 2008 with Year 7 schooling now considered part
of secondary education. This change will affect the 2008 comparisons of school, students and
staff data with previous years.  

75.686.466.564.972.274.377.580.972.22008
75.685.965.565.369.573.378.681.872.42007

Total

70.196.674.661.867.666.070.774.267.62008
70.596.675.763.763.765.772.376.267.82007

Government

YE A R 10 TO YE A R 12

74.585.256.064.873.674.478.079.469.62008
74.385.261.765.470.372.778.580.169.72007

Total

68.395.955.661.368.264.770.371.964.62008
68.396.669.463.363.164.071.173.964.52007

Government

YE A R 7 / 8 TO YE A R 12

%%%%%%%%%

Aust.ACTNT(b)Tas.WASAQLDVic.NSW

APPARENT RETENT ION RATES OF FULL-  T IME STUDENTS (a)7
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Teaching staff are staff who spend the majority of their time in contact with students.
They support students either by direct class contact or on an individual basis, and have
teaching duties, that is, are engaged to impart school curriculum.

Teaching staff

A student is a person who is formally enrolled in a school (as defined) and active in a
course of study. Excludes preschool or TAFE students.

Student

A school (other than a special school) must have, as its major activity, the provision of
full-time, day, primary or secondary education, or the provision of primary or secondary
distance education.

School

Staff who are active in school but do not spend the majority of their time teaching
students. They are broadly grouped into Specialist support, Administrative and clerical,
and Building operations and maintenance.

Other in-school staff

Level of education refers to either primary or secondary school education.Level of education

This is the addition of those defined as full-time (who have an imputed value of 1.0) with
the sum of the imputed values of those defined as part-time (who are assessed as having
a value between 0.1 and 0.9). The term can apply to both students and staff.

Full-time equivalent (FTE)

For the purposes of the NSSC, data reporting is restricted to the categories of
Government, Catholic and Independent schooling. 'Independent' describes all
non-government schooling other than Catholic.

Affiliation

A B S • SC H O O L S , P R E L I M I N A R Y • 4 2 2 0 . 0 • 2 0 0 8 11
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.

INTERNET

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .
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