
ft OF CENSUS AND 
AUSTRAUA EMBARGO: NOON 1 OCTOBER 1971 

RETAIL SALES OF GOODS: AUSTRAUA 
MON'm OF AUGUST 1971 (PROVISIONAL) Reference No, 1L6 

A provisional estimate of the total value of retail sales in Australia (excluding motor vehie.les. 

parts, petrol, etc.) for the month of Allgust 1971 is shown in the table overleaf. Figures for some eadier 

-t11lS are a I so shown for purposes of cOlllpar i son. 

2. The provisional monthly estimates of retail sales are obtained from a sub-sample of establiShments 

used to provide quarterly estimates of the value of retal I sales. The monthly sub-sample is comparatlvell 

smarl since it Is designed to provide pro~t estimates of the total value of retai.- sales (excluding motDr 

.ehtcles, parts, petrol, etc.> without placing an undue burden on either the resources of the Bureau or upon 
!!!!Ii establiShments. 

j.. As the provisional monthly estimates are derived from returns received from a sample of retaU 

establ ishmants they may differ sDmewhat frOll the reslollts which wou Id have been Dbtained from a comparabl. 

complete cDllection_ A meaSlllre Df the likely difference is given by the standard error of the estimate. Tlwre 

are about 2 cnances in 3 that a 5allple estimate will differ frDm results which would be Dbtalned frail a c~mparable 

complete collection by less than 1 standard error and 19 chances in 20 that the difference would be less than 2 
staltdard errors. If. for example, a &alllple gives an estimate of $500 million and the standard errDr of this 

estfmate is 1 per cent, i.e. $5 milliDn. then there are 2 chances In 3 that a comparable complete cDllection would 

give a figure within the range Df ,495 atl Hiofl' to $505 million and 19 chances in 20 that the figure wou Id be within 

the range of 5490 ml IllDft to' 1510 III II Ion. 

4. The standard e,.ror of the provisiDNI estimates of the total value of monthly retail sales (excluding 

motor vehicles, parts. petrol, etc.) Is about 1.0 per cent. The standard error Df the month-to-month movement of 

t.he provisional estimates of tlw value of retail sales is generally about 0.3 per cent of the current monthly 

estimate. For example, the movement In the value Df retail sales between the lIIonths Df July and August 1971 
is shown by the original ~,erres in the tabte overleaf asa decrease of $ 16.9ml Ilion. The standard error of 

this movement is about 0.3 per cent of the August 1971 estilllate, i.e. apprDxlmately $2.3 million. Therefore, 

there are 2 chances in 3 that the IIOV8lll8ftt in tlw va lue Df reta i I Sa les between Ju Iy and August 1971 was 

between$14.6 milliDn and S19 .. 2.nUoft and 19 chances in 20 that it was between $12.3 million and 121.5 million. 

Expressed in another way, the estilllatas show a pr:oportlDl'late moveraent in the va lue of retail sa les between 

July and August 1971 of 2.1 per cent and thIs has a standard error of about 0.3 percentage points, i.e •• there 

are 2 chances In 3 that the proportionate IICv_ent was bet_a 1.8per cent and 2.4per cent and 19 chances fn 20 

tha tit was between 1 ~ per cent aJld 23 per cent. 

5. The proviSional lIIonthly esU .. tes may also differ fro-m those which would be obtained frolll a sample 

as' targe as that used to provide quarterJy est~mates. Kenoe, the sum of the prDvisional estimates for the three 

months comprising a ,quarter may differ frota the estimate obtained for that quarter frol1l the full quarterly 

sample. The standard errO'r of this dffference is approxlastely 0.8 per cent Df the quarterly estimate., The 

monthly estilllatea are subse~U)! adjusted in accordance witlt the preliminary and final quarterly estimates as 

ther become available. 

6. Seasona fly adjusted statistics are a tso shown In tlw table overleaf. I n the seasona I adjustment., 

aocQunt has been taken of beth I!IOl"1IIat seasonal factors and "trading-day· effects (arising from the varying nwatbers 

cf Sundays.,. Moftdays, Tuesdays. etc. In the lIOI'tih). Wltile the noraal seasonal faeto-rs should change oel·ly gradually 

fro.- year to )'ll'ar, tM t.l"ading..day actjw.~t fer any _\:let wi'H ... ary from year to year In ac.cordance with the 
combination Qf days which OOCI1<l' in the month .. Ad.juat..ent Mas also be_ made for the effects of movement ill the 

dat. of Easter and At.tstraHa Day. Howe".,.. as th. series has beet#1compi led only since April 1961 theae adjust_ 

~nh are. based nec.ea.sari Iy Oft limited data and could be subjec.t to revision when data for fwrther years become 

available, It shololld be noted that the seasonally ad~ted figures reflect the sampling errors to which the 

original figt.tres are subject. Details of the lIIethcds used in aeasona Ily adjustlng this and other series are given 

in IlSeasona Ify Adjusted lndicat_ 1971* (Ref.renee No. 1.1CH of 2 July 1971. 

7. An figures in this b:.IUeU. are on. basis COIIIparable w~th the 1961-62 Retail Census. Furtlwr 

infQrl1lijl.t(on relat./rlg to the bas-Js on "~ctt Ute r.tatl .. Ues of ,.etall sa lea of goods are compiled is contained in 

the quarterly ~HeUWt "Raut I Sides of GOoGSs." tRete-renc.e lito .. 11.4) June: qwarter 1CJ11 of 6 Oct.otJer 1971. 



2. 

TOTAL VAlliE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS 

(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL,· E're,,) 

MONTHLY ESTIMATES: AUSTRALIA (a)(b) 

(All figures are on a basis oomparable with the 1961-62 Retail Census) 

(I million) 

Month 

July 
August 
September 
Ootober 
November 
Deoember 
January 
February 
Maroh 
April 
May 
June 

Total for year 

uly J 
A 
S 
o 
N 
D 
J 
F 
M 
A 
M 
J 

ugust 
eptember 
otober 
ovember 
eo ember 
anuary 
ebruary 
aroh 
pril 
ay 
un& 

1961-68 

51806 
601·9 
609·0 
614.1 
656·4 
825.0 
59580 
584.4 

! 605 0 1 
604.1 

I 
666·5 ! 

I 593.0 
! 

I 1,533·1 

612.3 
614·6 
623·1 
623.0 
621·1 
624·9 
625.8 
628·5 
632.3 
634·9 
63903 
641·5 

1968-69 1969-10 1910-11 1911-12 

Original 

622.8 668·9 123.8 r (0 188.6 
644·1 612·9 101·5 (0 771.7 
603.1 668.6 118.6 
66282 722·4 181.0 

! 694·3 112.8 110.8 
866.0 955·0 1,018.9 
650·9 698.6 128·5 
595·8 649,,9 683.2 
64509 681.4 158·1 
64400 106.3 767.3 
108·4 149.2 196.1 
64300 696.0 751.5 

1~981.1 8,582.0 9,211·9 

Seasonally adjusted (d) 

646 .. 2 691,,1 738.1 r (0)806.·1 
651.0 696.0 142.0 (0)809.4 
639·5 696·5 148.2 
655 00 104·3 163.0 
658·9 699 .. 9 156.1 
66400 116.3 160.6 
610·9 12009 163.8 
661·1 129.3 112.5 
68303 125.9 185·0 
615·8 13101 791.6 
680.8 131·1 194.1 
694 0 9 131·9 802.1 

(a) Exoludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from 
April 1910 are subjeot to revision when more preoise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses. (0) Provisional estimate (see paragraphs 2 to 5, page 1). 
(d) See paragraph 6, page 1. r _ Revised -

J. p" 0' NEILL 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS ,AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 1 OCMER 1971 
NOTE. Inquiries oonoerning these statistios may be made in Canberra by telephoning 

490 211 extension 293 or, in eaoh State oapital, by telephoning the offioe 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistios. 
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