SOMMONVES 0 _OF CENSK ISTIG  8.Ba669
' o CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA '
To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and T to be published, broadeast or cabled
before MIDNIGHT on MONDAY, 9TH FEBR ARY, 1
’ IN R.ETAIL ICE IND UAR

1. Va.ria.tiona in ratail pricea as ‘measured by the Interim Retail Price Index for
the gix Statu odpital oities of Austrelia are shown herein.

2. This Interim Retail Price Index, imstituted in March 195/ with post-war weights
and components, is publighed quarterly and is deseribed in "Labour Report® No.45 (1957).
3. Seasonal fluctuatiéns in prices of potatoes and onions materlally affect the
mgvement of the Aggregate All Groups Index.. ‘An 411 Groups Index which excludes potatoas
and onions 1s shown herein in comparison with that calculated in the eustomary menner,

e An analyeis for sach oapital city of tho approximste effect of price movoments of
potatoez and onions is shown hereunder and similar information for the weighted average
of the six eapital cities. can be<derived from Table 3 on page 4.

v

Tnterin Index Toimbs (Base for each oity: Yoar 19;2-53 T 100y
Movement betwsen guarters is sho brackets
Exclud-| Movement! Agg: Exclud- | Movement |Aggre—
Ang ing due to | gate ing | due %o | gate
Potatoes|Potatoes| A1l |[Potatoen| Potatoes! All | Potatoos|Potatoes| All
& Onlons|& Cnions|Groupsii% Onions| & Onlons| Groups& Onions|& Onions |Groups
SYDNEY ' ~ MELBOURNE | BRISBANE
1956: June | 107.0 | + 1.58 [108.5 || 111.6 | + 1.7a [113.3 [ 107.7 [+ 1.8a [109.5
(*402) | (#1.3) [(#5.5)] (#0.7) | (+17) | (32.4) (#140) | (+#1.4) [{*+2.4)
Septe | 111.2 | + 2,8a [114.0 || 112:3 | + 3.48 | 115.7 | 108.7 | + 3.2a [111.9
(#1.4) | (=1.6) [{=0.2)] (+0.8) | (=1.0) | («0.2)} (*0.8) | (=1.5) [(~0.7)
Dec. 112.6 | + 1,28 |113.8 | 113.1 | + 2.48 [ 1155 109.5 | + 1.7a |111.2
(+11) | {=1,2) [(<0.1)] (+0.6) | (=2.0 | (=1.4)] (+1.4) | («1.2) [(+0.2)
1957: March 113.7 ee 8 1113.7 I 1137 | + Osda | 114a1 1] 110.9 | + 0.5 {111.4
(+0,8) | (+0.2) | (+1.0}} (+1.1) | (+0.1) | (+1.2)] (+1.1) | («0.1) |(+1.0)

Quarter | Exolud- |Mcvement [Aggre-
due to | gate

June 1745 | + 0428 [114.7 | 1148 | + 0.58 | 115.3 (| 112.0 | + 0.4a [112.4
(#0.7) | (=0.4) [ (+0,3)] (+0.5) | (=0.3) (+0.2)‘ (+0.3) | (=0.2) |(+0.7)
Septe | 115.2 | = 0.2a [115.0 || 115.3 | + 0.2a | 115.5 [ 112,3 | + 0.2a [112.5
Yeo) | {=0e2) | (<0.2)) {=0.1) | («001) | («0.2) (+1.3) | (<0.4) |(+0.9)
Dec. 11562 | = 0.4a | 11448 | 115.2 | + 012 | 115.3 || 113.6 | = 0.2 [113.4
1958 Maroh 1(;;'57) (+g°;a)x 5?2’5’.’ 5?‘5"3) \~8.1) 5?2'? 3;}. g) (’3'?') $¥l?
H ] . - O, . a8 . + 0.1a o
(#01) | (=0.1) [ ( .o} (#0.6) | (=0.1) | (#0.5) (+2.5) | (=0.1) |(+2.4)
June 116.8 | - Ou4a [116a4 | 1161 | = 0,12 | 116.0§ 117.3 | . ..a [117.3
(=0.2) | (o) [ («0,2)] (+0.7) | ( ..} (+0.7)] (+0.6) | (+0.1) [(+0.7)
Septo | 11646 | = O.4a |116,2 | 116.8 | = 0.1a {116.7 | 117.9 | * O.1a [118,0
(+0.5) | (#0.2) | (+0.7)[ (*2.4) (gw (+2.7)] (+1.9) | (+0.1) |(+2.0)
Dec. 117.1 | - 0.2a [116,9 | 119.2 | *+ 0.2a {119.4 ¢ 119.8 | + 0,2a [120.0
- ADELATDE PERTH HOBART
19563 June 10844, | * 1238 1109.7 || 115.0 | + 0.2a | 115,2 | 114.1_ | * 1.0a | 115.1
(+0.2) | (#1,7) | (+1.9))] (+1.1) | (+0.3) | (#1.4)] (+2.3) | (+0.9) | (+3.2)
Sept. 10806 + 3.0& 111 -6 11§01 + O'Sar 11606 116 10- 2 109& 11873
(+0e1) | (=0.8) | (=0.7)|| (#+1.1) | (<0.1) | (#1.0)] (+1.3) | («0,2) | {+1,1)
Deg. 108,7 | + 2.2a | 110.9 || 117.2 | * O.da |117.6 § 117.7 | + 1.7a |119.4
; (+140) | (=2.2) | (~12)]| (*1.2) | (~0.1) | (+1.1)] (+0.8) | (=1.3) |(=0.5)
1957: March 10907 rYY:S 109.7 118."9| + 0.3a 11807 118.5 + 094‘ 118,9
(+1.3) | (+0.3) (*1.6)]] (+1.5) | ( ..) {{(+1.5)] (+0.7) | ( ..) |[+0.7)
June 11160 | + 0.3a 1113 1 1199 | + 0.3a | 120.2 | 119.2 | + O.da [119.6
(#1.2) | («0.3) | (#0.9)] (=041) | { o0) | («Co1)] (=0.2) | (=0.6) |(=0.8)
Sept. 11202 oaa 11202 119‘8 " 0033 1%01 119.0 - 0025 118-8
(<0.4) | (=0.1) [ (<0.5)[I (20.9) | {<0+1) | (=1:0)} (+0.4) | («0:1) |(+0+3)
Deo- 11108 - 0'-19- 11"07 118-9 + 0028 119-1 119&4 -t 0-39, 11901
(+0.3) | (+0.1) | (+0.4)]] (+0.5) | (=0.2) | (+0.3)| (+0.3) | (+0.3) |(+0.6)
19581 March | 112.1 vea | 112.1 )1 119.4 cea | 199.2 ) 119.7 ..a [119.7
. (+2.1) (-,0.2_) (1.9 (+1.3) | ( ..) [ (#1.3)] (+0.9) | (<0.3) |(+0.6)
June 114.2 114.0 || 120.7 .-8 | 120.7 { 120.6 - 0¢3a [120.3
(*102)' v (*102) (*0-5) ( ”) ("0-‘7 (’0’7) (‘ﬁ"i) (m‘6)
Sopt, }13.4) -(-tg.f? 115.2 1:";.-2 'i')’ 1:241) 2) 1(21-.3) 2’8.4.): 1(20.2)

+0, k i +0, 1) (+1. ) 1 (+1
5 115, 3— + 0.3a 5’20 h 421',0 i-g.m ‘21.1 122.3' = Q.38 |122.5 -

{a) Cumulative from bage period. (+} Denotes inorease. (-) Denotes decresse.
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S Comparative average retail prices of potatoea-for' the six capital cities are
shown hereunder:=- '

 AVERAGE RETATL PRICES OF POTATOES
Pence per 7 1bs.

Ze

‘The. hext teble shovs aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Humbers for each
of the dix State /apital eities individually in comparison with the weighted average
indax for the six State capitals combined.

TABLE 23 INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX ’
FOﬁ SIX CAPITAL CITIE eEPARATEL AND COMBINED

(Baee of Index for Each city and for Six capital Cities s Year 1952-53 =100) (a)

TWeighted
Period Sydney {Melbourne|Brisbsne|Adelaide| Perth | Hobart Azgr;ﬁ
. . ’ . |Capitals
December Quarter, 1952 34 | 2% 23 24 28 29 28
" " 1953 61 53 58 52 29 65 55
" n 195 29 | 18 30 23 29 29 1 2
v " 1955 56 56 46 | 54 33 60 - 53
¥ u 1956 a1 99 76 88 A4 88 85
March . 1957 &7 A 45 30 44 52 43
June o “ 50 47 4) 36 43 52 46
September " a 40 34 37 28 43 34 37
December " " 33 34 30 26 38 A 33
March " 1958 3 .33 40 28 35 43 35
June " v 35 29 32 Q2 35 32 A
September ¥ " 34 | 28 _39 23 35 1 . 28 A
December " n 40 37 | Ay 3, 38 35" 38
Month of December, 1958 | 38 | & 37 38 39 36_ [ 39
6, The observations in these Statistical Bulletins are niade, aa 1s customary, to

assist public understanding of the trends in retail prices within the definition of the
rospective indexes.

e Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
1'wposes decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (1f any) is
relevant to thelr purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statisticlan's function is
to supply indexes a.nd information therson as required by those authorities. The Statist-
ician expresses ro view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price indaxes in this
connection,

8. Group and aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbers are shown below:=
TABLE 1 3 INTERTM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROU P_INDEXES
Welghted Average of _Capital Cities
(Base : Year 1952-53 = 100) (a) ‘ v
Clothing . . o
~ Other Aggregate
Period Food !
erio o Dr::ggy : Renf » Items Al Gmpe
Year ended June - A B | 1 a1t B
1954 102,8 | 103.7 | 101.6 | 105.0| 100.9 102.2 | 102.5
1955 10448 | 104.6 | 102.4 109,61 101.4 103.7 103.6
1956 . 1081 | 1106 | 103.3 | 115.5] 106.4 107.0 108.0
1957 12,4 | 115.8 | 105.8 | 1225 117.8 | 113.0 | 114.3
1958 . 114.0 | 13,7 | 109.2 | 128.4| 120.2 | 115.7 [ 115.6
Quarter - ' e
1956 : September 1119 | 1196 | 103.8 120.6] 115.6 | 111.5 ] 11444
December 111.6 v 116.2 | 105.3 121.5| 117.8 112.5 114.2
1957 : March 12,6 | 113.2 | 106.3 | 123.1} 118.5 113.5 | 1137
June 113.3 | 114.2 | 107.9 124.6| 119.3 11445 114.8
September 11307 11308 10801) 126'1 i 119 9 1?501 11501
December 112.8 | 112.4 | 109.1 127.0 ; 120.1 115.1 1 114.9
1958 : March 194:6 | 11444 | 109.3 128.2| 120.2 1159 | 115.8
June 11449 | 1144 | 110.2 132 2] 1204 | 116,71 116.5
September 1147 | 1142 ] 110.3 é. J 12164 | M7 ] 116.9
Dacember 115.1 115.1 110.5 | O} 1245 118.3 | 118.3

(a) Pigures sppearing after the deeinal point in the tables hwerein poeaeu little
s:.gnificance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the
:ﬁngr distgrtions that would occur in rounding off the figures to the neareat

ole number.

Indexes in Colunms "A" exclude, and those in Columns "B" “include, potatoes snd
onions. See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bullot,in.

Six

Period | Sydney ‘Melbourne|Brisbane|Adelaide | Perth | Hobart . Capilal

e | } } , Cities (v)
. Aggregate - All Groups (c)
Year ended June « v v : v :
1951 76 7542 6.4 %07 |  The5 73.1 7449
1952 - 917 N0 92.7 90.; 90,7 89.9 1 9.4
1953 | 100.6 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100,0 | 1€0.0
1954 - 102,2 | 024 103,0 | 102.0 | “75.0 | 06,6 | 102.5
1955 ' 103.1 |  102.7 1040 103°6' Yoo iD5.6 103.6
1956 - 106.1 109.5 10701 1072 LAY } 4.5 108.0
1957 - 11401 115.1 1117 'm,9 118, @ 190, 114.3
1958 115.7 115.0 114.5 112.%8 1198 PN 115.6
Quarter - : R v

1956 s September | 114.0 | 115.7 M9 | 11,6 ) 1.é F "MP3 | WMibeh
~ December - | 113.8| 115.5 111.2 110.9 | 1i7ea | 1194 | 114.2
1957 : Marca 113.7 11441 111.4 | 109.7 148.7 118.9 113.7
June 1147 115.3 112.4 111.3 §20.2 119.6 114.8
September 115.0 |  115.5 112.5 | 112.2 | 120.7 | 118.8 | 115.1
~ December 1148 | 115,3 113.4 ; 1117 | 1194 119.1 1149
1958 't March 116.4 195.5 114.9 112.1 119.4 119.7 115.8
June [ 116.4 116.0 117.3 114.0 120.7 120,3 116.5
September 116.2 | 116.7 118,0 | 1 1 5.2 | 1.2 | 1209 | 116.9
 December 11609 119.4 120.0 116.¢ | 121.1 | 122.5 118.3

All Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onlons (e)

Year eﬁd’ed June - o , , ’ r B
1956 - 105.3 108.4 105.9 106.3 | 112.6 110.6 | 107.0

1957 113.0 113.5 110.3 | 109.5 17.9 118.0 113.0
1958 11600 11505 11405 11206 11907 ,1907 11507
Quarter - i , o ]
1956 : September 111.2 112.3 108.7 108:8 | 116.1 11644 1M1.5
- December 12,6 113.1 10945 108.7 117.2 1M7.7 112.5
1957 : March 113.7 113.7 1109 | 109.7 | 11844 118.5 113.5
June 112.5 | 114.8 | 12,0 [ 111.0 | 1199 | 119.2 | 11%.5
September 115.2 0 1153 | 112.3 | 112.2 | 119.8 | 119.0 | 115.1
1958 3 March 1167 | 115.5 | 114.8 | 1124 | 119.4 | 11971 115.9
. June 116.8 116.1 117.3 114.2 120,7 120.6 116.7
September 116.6 116.8 1179 ,115 4 121.2 | 121.3 117.1
Decembor 117.1 11942 119.8 | 115.9 | 121.0-{ 122.8 | 118.3

(a) Fi pearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess little

oi; miffcunce gor genera.l statistical purposes. They ars inserted to aveid the minor

?Mto*t:l cps that wou’d oo in rounding off the figurees to the nearest whole number,
) Weighted average. fuf Ses paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulle..in.

. 10, The above indexes measure price movements for each eity :i.ndividually and the

difference in dg_free of price movement in respective cities over the psriods shown. Bat
they do not provide a compariscn of abenlute retail price levels in any city with the
retail price levels of any other oity.

M. The Interim Retail Price Index was first pumshed and desiribed in S,5.265
on 24th Marchy 195&. It has boen compiled for the years 1950-51 %o 1957-58 and for each

quazter from tembor quarter, 1952, The 1ist of items covered by the index is repre-
sentative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner households. The group
veights and the 1§em weights of the Interim Index relate broidly to the consumption
pattern of 1950-53. Those of the *C? Series Index relate to the pro-m pattern.

12, The 1ist of items in the Interim Index is more comprohensive than that of
the "C* Sories Index and some of the principal food weights end group weights differ
Substantially from those used in the "C" Series Index. A comparison of group weighte
and of the 1ist of items in the respective indexes is shovn on pages 9 - 12 of the

annual "Labour Report® Kd. 45 (1957).
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13. At times sppreciable disparities appear in tke movement of the respeotive
ludexes for indivfdual olties fyrom quarter to quarter, The Interim Indsx, being
based on recent welghts and an extended 1ist of items, is the more representative
measure of quarterly retail prioce variatiens,

14 . The following table shows the Interim Index for the six capital cities combined
(with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparicon with °C” Series Index mumbers
converied arithmetically to the same base year. In view of the fluotuations in prices
of potatoes and onlons (see page 1 of this Bulletin) this table shows index numbers
for both series including and excluding those two commedities, '

ABLE 13 3 COMPARATIVE MOVFMINIS IN RET PRICES (Ba eap. 192<-03 = 100)
Feriod » C" Series Index : | _ interim Index

. A “ .14 :
Year ended June - 1953 100.0 100.0 100.0
1954 102.8 102, 2 102.5
1955 103.7 103.7 103.6

A B
1956 107.5 108.8 107.0 108.0
1957 : 112,2 114.1 113.0 14.3
1958 1147 114.3 115.7 - 115.6
Quarter - 1955 1 March 103.9 103.8 103.8
Jupe 105.0 ! 104, 5 104.7

: A -B
Septeunber 105.9 106 .6 105.1 105.7
December 1067 . 107.7 106.3 107.0
1956 : March : 107.8 109.0 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 111.8 109.4 ¥10.8
December 117 114.2 112.5 114.2
1957 + Maroh 112.6 112.8 113.5- 13,7
June 113.5 113.8 114.5 114.8
Septembor 14.0 113.8 115.1 115.1
December 114.0 113.5 115.1 114.9
1958 s March 115.0 114.7 115.9 115.8
Jyne 115.9 115.3 116.7 116.5
September 116.3 115.7 117.1 116.9
Decembern 17.3 117.0 118.3 118.3

(a) See note to Table 1 heretu. l
Indexes in Columns "A" excliie, and those in Columns "BY jnolude, the effects

of price changes of potatoes and onions, See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this
Bulletin. ° .

15,  The rental component used in these retail price indexes has been continued on
the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report” No, 41 (1952). Analysis
of data of the Census of 1954 and recent surveys shew that in all oities the
numbers of houses privately rented have diminished substantially end that rents of
the residval houses (alone) are no longer sufficiently represwutative as the
heusiczlxg gznponont of tho retail price indexes. The liousihg ceiiponent is under
consideration.

This document 1s publishsd by the Commdmwealth Statistician and contains °
statiatics or abstraots thereof compiled and tabulat.l bty the Commonwealth
Statiatician pursuant to'the Censup and Statistics Aot 19051949,

'

S.R. CARVER

COMMONWEALTH_BUREAG S AND SYATISTICS

CANDERRA, _A.C.T. 05 FRERUARY, 1959




