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INTERIM BETAIL PRICE INDEX

JUBE QUABTEH, 1958
1. Partioulars ovncerning variations in retall prices as measured by tae
Interim Retail Price Index for the six State capital citles of Australic ave given
herein,
2. This Interim Retall Price Index was instituted in March, 1954, with post-

war woights and components. It is published quarterly and is described in annual
"Labour Report" No. 44 (1955 and 19%56).

3. Seasongl fluctuations in vrices of potatoes and onlons materially affect
the movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index. An All Croups Index which excludes the
offects of prici changes of potatoes and onions is shown herein in comparison with the
hAggregate All Groups Index calculated in the customary mauner,

4. An analyele for each capital city of the approximaie effect of price move-
montg of potatoes and onions is shown hereunder and similar infcrmatior for the
woighted average of the six capital citles can be derived from Teble 3 om page 4.

The base of the index for ecack city is : Year 1952-53 = 100.

Interin Index Pointe
(Movement between guarters is_shown in brackets)

Exclud- | Movement Exclud-| Movement Exclud-| Movement
Quarter ing due to ME::' ing dus to Aggxt-:- ing dus to Asgie_
s Potatoes | Potatoes ill Fotstoes] Potatoes ﬁ"l Potatoen| Potatoen ﬁle
and and | o oups and and o upe and and | oups

Onions | Onions Onions | Onions Onions | Onions
SYDNEY MELBOURKE BRISBANE

19561 June | 107.0 | + 1.58 [108.5 | 111.6 [ « 1.7a [143.3 | 107.7 | + 1.8a [109.5
(#4.2) | (+1.3) +5 5) (+0.7) | (+1.7) | (+2.4)] (+1.0) | (+3.4) |{+2.4)

.z Sept. 111.2 + 2.8a [ 114.0 | 112.3 | + 3.4a |[115.7 | 108.7 + 3.2a {111.9
e (#1.4) | (<1.8) | (-0.2)] (+0.8) | («1.0) | (-0.2)f (+0.8} | (-1.5) [(-0.7)
Doc. 112.6 | « 1.28 [193.8 | 143.1 | + 2.48 | 115.5 | 109.5 | + 1.7a [111.2

. (+1.1) | (=1.2) | (-0.1)] (+0.6) | (~2.0) [(=1.4)] (+1.4) | (~1.2) [ (+0.2)
1%7‘ March 113-7 o8 113 7 ‘13-? + 004! 114.‘ 110::9 + o-'5ﬂ 11104
(+0.8) | (40.2) | (#1.0)f (+1.1) | (3€.1) [ (#1.2)f (+1.1) | (<0.1) | (+1.0)

June | 114.5 | + 0.2a | 114.7 ] 1148 | + 0.5a [ 115,3 | 112.0 | + 0.4 | 112.4
. (+0.7) | (=0.4) | («0.3)f (+0.5) | (-0.3) { (s0.2)| (+0.3) { (-0.2) | (+0.1)

Sept.| 115.2 | - 0.28 {115.0 f 115.3 | + 0.2a [115.5 } 112.3 | + 0.2a [112.5
eo) | (=0.2) [ (<0.2)}] («0.1) | (=0.1) |(<0.2)] (+1.3) | (-0.4) | (20.9)

Dec. | 115.2 | - O.4a |114.8 | 115.2 | + O.ta [1i5.3 | 113.6 | = 0.2a {113.4

(#1.5) | (40.1) [ (#1.6)] (40.3) | (<0.1) | (40.2)] (+1.2) | (+0.:3) | (+1.5)

19581 March 116.7 - 0.3a 116.4‘ 115.5 .08 | 115.5 114.8 + O.1a [ 114.9

(40:1) | (~0.1) (.o Jf (40.6) | (<0.1) [ (+0.5)] (+2.5) | (-0.1) | (+2.4)

June 116 .8 - 0.4a 116’,4 116, 1 -~ 0.1a [ 116,0 117.3 o8 [117.3
ADELAIDE PERTR HOBART

19°%1 June | 108.4 | ¢ §.3a {109.7 [ 115.0 | » 028 |115.2 § 114.1 | + 1.0e [115:1
(#0.2) | (#1.7) [ {+1.9)] (+1.1) | (40.3) {{+1.4)] (+2.3) | (+0.9) |(+3.2)
Sept. 108 .6 + 3.0a  111.:6 116.1 + 0.5a [116.6 116.4 + 1.9a | 118.3

(40.1) | (<0.8) [ (<0.7){ (1.1} | (=0.1) [(+1.0)]| (+1.3) | (-0.2) |(+1.1)

Dec. | 108.7 | + 2.2a [110.9 § 117.2 | + 0.4a |117.6 | 117.7 | + 1.7a [119.4
(+1.0) | (~2:2) | (=1.2)} (+1.2) | (<0.1) [(+1.1)] (+0.8) | {=1.3) {(~0.5)

1957+ March | 109.7 «o8 [109,7 | 198.4 | + 0.3a [118.7 | 198.5 | + 0.4a [118.9
(+1.3) 1 (20.3) [ (+1.6)] (+1.5) | ( ..) [(#1:8)] (+0.7) | ( o) [(s0.7)

Jume | 111.0 | 4 0.3a [111.3 § 19.9 | + 0.3a [120.2 | 119.2 | + 0.4a [119.6
(#1:2) | (<0.3) [ (+0:9)f (-0.1) | ( ..) {(~0.1)} (<0.2) | (-0.6) |(-0.8)

Ssre. | 112.2 e [112.2 | 119.8 | « 0.3a [120.1 | 119.0 | = 0.28 |118.8

- {0.4) | (<0.1) | (<0.5)f (-0.9) | (<0.1) [(-1.0}] (+0.4) | (<0.1) [(+0.3)

Deo, 119.8 | = 0.%a [111.7 | 148.9 | + 0.2a [119.1 | 119.4 | - 0.3a | 119.1

o (#0.3) | (20.%) | (+0.4)]| (20.5) [ (=0.2) [(+0.3)] (+0.3) | (40.3) [(+0.6)
15581 Harch | 112.1 et [112.1 § 119.4 oot [ 11244 | 119.7 cea | 119.7
(+2.1) 1 (0.2) [(+1.9)] (+1.3) | ( ..) L{+1.3)] (+0.9 (-0.3) [ (+0.6)

June 194.2 | ~ 0.2a j114.0 | 120.7 2+8 [120.7 § 120.6 - 0.3a | 120.3

(a) Cumulative from tase period. (¢) Denotes increase, (-) Danotes dacraase.
1726, ;
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Comparative average rotall prices of potatoes for the six capital cities
are shown hereunderi-

AVERAGE RE’I'AIL PHICBS oF PO‘I‘ATOES

Penoe per 7 1bs.

3.

9, The next table shows aggregate Interim Rotail Price Index Numﬁers for eaéhv
of the six State capital cities individuslly in ccmparieon with the weighted average
index for the six State caplitals combined:-

PABLE 2 : INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED
(Pase of Index fur Each C:lty and for Stx Capital Citiawn Yee,r 1952-53 - 100) (a)

‘Weighted
Sydney | MeXbourns '.Bris,bane Adelaide | Perth | Hobart | Average of
] - , Stx Capltals
June Quarter, 1952 41 35 37 32 29 36 37
" " 1954 35 27 42 2% 32 28 32
" no1%5 | 42 31 50 3 37 45 38
" " 1%6 88 82 8o 64 a7 67 19
September " n | 127 129 116 110 37 90 118
December " " 81 99 76 88 44 88 85
March " 1957 47 41 45 30 44 52 43
June " " 50 47 4 36 43 52 46
September " u 40 34 3T . 28 43 34 37
Decembter " " 33 34 30 % 38 31 33
March " 1958 | 37 33 40 8 35 43 - 35
June " " 15 29 32 22 35 32 3t
Month of June, 1958 34 25 32 22 35 3 31

6.

7o

relevant to thalr purposes and. how it shall bs applied.
is to supply indexes and information thoreon as required by those authorities.
Stetisticlun expresses no view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price indexes

The cbservations in these Statigtical Bulletins are made,; ae is cm;tomaryy
to agsist public wnderstanding of the trends in retail prices within the definition of
the respective indexes.

Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
purpusas decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (if a'ny} ie

in this connection.

8.

The Statigticlian's function

The .

Group and aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbers are shown below:—
TABLE 1 : INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXAES

Wei hted Avera ¢ of
znaae

: Year 1952-53 = 100)}(a

Six Capital Cities

—P_T(-T—

Clothing

Other

v Aggregate
Poriad Food ”?:ﬂ : Ront Items All Groups
Year ended June - A B . A B
1954 102.8 103.7 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.2 | 102.5
1955 104.8 104.6 102.4 109.6 101.4 103.7 103,46
1956 108, 1 110.6 103.3 11545 106 .4 107.0 | 108,0
1957 112.4 115.8 |  105.8 122.5 17.8 113.0 | 114.3
1958 114.0 11347 109.2 | 128.4 120.2 115.7 | 115.6
Quarter - !
1956 : March 108.2 110.6 103.3 18.8 | 106.7 107.4 | 108.3
June 110.7 1145 103.4 119.7 110.1 109. ¢ 110.8
September 111.9 119.6 103.8 120.6 115 .6 1115 | 114.4
December 111.6 1162 105.3 121.5 | 117.8 112.5 1142
1957 : March 112.6 113.2 106.3 123.1 118.5 113.5 113.7
June 193.3 114.2 107.9 124.6 | 119.3 114.5 | 114.8
September 113.7 113.8 108.4 126.1 119.9 1,1_5.,1 1151
Decsmber 112.8 112.4 109.1 127.0 | 120.1 Bat | 114.9
1958 : March 114.6 | 114.4 109.3 | 128.2 | 120.2 1t5 9 { 115.8
June 114.9 114.4 110.2 | 132.2 §20.4 16,7 | 1165

Period Sydney Mslbourne Bri sbane Adelai de fex?h, B,obar,t gi: i::p 1(:‘311
’ Agg‘regate ~ A1l Groups (e)
Yoar ended June - ’ ’ | o ' : , :
1951 74.6 75.2 76.4 - 74.7 | T45| 73.% 74.9
1952 9’07 X '91-’0 9297 9009 9007 8909 91o4
1953 - 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0
1954 102.2 102.4 103.0 102.0 | 103.9| 106.6 |  102.5
1955 103, 1 102,7 1040 103.6 | 109.6 | 105.6 [  103.6
1956 106 .1 109.5 107.1 107.2 1 112.7) 111.5| 108,0
1957 114.1 $15.1 11.7 110:9 [ 118.3 ] 119.1 |  114.3
1958 115.7 115..6 114.5 112.5 1 119.8 ] 119.5 115.6
Quarter -
1956 : March 106 .2 110.4. 107.3 106.8 {113.1| 113,01 108.3
v June 108.5 113.3 109.5 |  109.7 | 145.2| 1i5.14 110.8
September - 114.0 15,7 114.9 111.6 | 116.6 | 118.3 114.4
December - 113.8 15,5 111.2 110,9 [ 117.6 | 119.4 |  114.2
. 1957 : Mareh 113.7 114.1 111.4 109.7 | 118.7 ] 118.9 113.7
: June 114.7 11503 112.4 111.3 1 120,2 | 119.6 114.8
September 115.0 115.5 112.5 112.2 | 120.1{ 118.8 115.1
December 114.8 145.3 113.4 11.7 [ 119.11 119.1 |  114.9
1958 : March ©116.4 115.5 114.9 $112.1. | 1194 |} 119.7.| 115.8
' June . 116.4 |}  116.0 117.3 114.0 1 120.7| 120.3 116.5
) 411 Groups EXCLUDING Potatoos and Onions (c)
Year ended June - | »
1956 105.3 108.4 105.9 106.3 | 112.6 | 110.6 107.0
1957 "300 11305 1'003 10905 '11‘?09 11800 11300
1958 116.0 115.5 114.5 112.6 | 119.7 | 119.7 115.7
Quarter - : ’ . v
1356 1 March 105 .3 109.4 105 .8 106.1 | 113.1 ] 111.9 107.4
June 107.0 111.6 1077 108.4 [ 115.0 | 114.1 109.4
September 111.2 112.3 108,7 108.6 | 116.1| 116.4 111.5
December 112.6 113.1 109,5 108.7 | 117.2 | 117.7 112.5
1957 ¢ March 113.7 113.7 110.9 109.7 198.4 | 118.5 113.5
June 114.5 114.8 $12.0 111.0 [ 119.9 ! 119.2 114.5
September 115.2 115.3 112.3 112.2 [119.8 | 119.0 19541
I comber 115.2 115.2 113.6 111.8 | 118.9 | 119.4 115.1
1958 : Mawsh 116.7 115.5 114.8 | - 112.1 {119.4 | 119.7 115.9
June 16,8 |  116.1 117.3 114.2 | 120.7 | 120.6 116.7

10..

{a) Pigures appea.ring after the decimal point in the tables herein posaeou 1little
significance for general statistical purpores.
minor distortions that would ocour in ru\mdhg off the figuices to the nusrest

whols

and onions.

number .,

They are inserted to avoid the

Indexes in Columna "A" exclude, and thése in Columns ngn 1ncludo, ‘potatoes

See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 ¢f this Bulletin.

(a) F'ignres appearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess little
significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the minor
digtortions that would éccur !n rounding off the figures to the nearyst whole number,
(b) Weigbted average. (o) See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin..

‘The above indexes moasure price movements for each city individually and
difference in degree of price movement in respective cities over the periods shown.
they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail price levels in any city with
the retall price laévels of any other city.

11, The Interim Retail Price Index was first published and descrided in $.5.265
of 24th March, 1954. It has beon compiled for the years 1950-51! to 1957-58 and for
each quarter from September guarter, 1952. The liat of items ocovered by the index is
representative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner housekolds. The
group welights and the item woights of the Interim Index relate droadly to the
consunption pattern of 1950-1953: Those of the "Cn Series' Index relate to the pre<war
pattern. .

12. The list of items in the Interim Indox is more comprehensive than that of
the "C™ ‘Series Index and soms of the principal food weights and group woights differ
substantially from thoss used in the wo# Series Index. A oompa.riaon of group weiputs
and of the 11st of ttems in “he respeciive indexes is shown on pages 9 - 12 of the
annual - "Labour Report* Ho. 44 (1955 end 1956 ).

the
But




4.

14 .
13. At times appreciable dlsparities appear in the movemaent of the respective
indexes for individusl cities from quarter to quarter. The Interim Index, being based
on recent weights and an extended list of items; is the more representative mersure of
quarterly retail price variations.

14. The following tatle shows the Xnterini Index for tke six ocapital citisa
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with "C™ Series Index
numbers converted arithmetically to the same base year. In view of the fluctuations
in prices of potatoes and onions (see page 1 of this Bulletin) thisg table ehows index

numbers for both series including and excluding those two commodities.

e Six Capital Cities (Weighted Aver .

Feriod "C" Sordes Index — Interim Index _
Year ended June - 1953 ' 100.0 - 400.0 100.0
1954 102.8 102.2 102.5

1955 103.7 103.7 103.6

: A B

1956 107.5 108.8 107.0 - 108.,0

1957 112,2 114.1 113.0 ‘ 114.3

1958 4.7 1143 115.7 115.6
Quarter - 1955 : March 0 103.9 103.8 103.8
June 10500 10405 104.7

A - B

September 105.9 _ 106 .6 105 .1 105,7
December 106 .7 107.7 106..3 107.0

1956 : March 107.8 - 109.0 $07.4 108,.3
June _ 109.7 © 114.8 109.4 110.8
September 11 1 115.6 111.5 114.4
Docember 1M 7 114.2 112.5 194.2

1957 : Marck t2,. - 112.8 113.5 113.7
June 1138 114.5 114.8
September . - 113.8 1151 $15.1
December i400 113.8 . 415, 1 114.9

1958 : March 115.0 114.7 115.9 115.8
June . 11599 ’1503 11607 116::5

(a) See note to Table 1 herein.

Indexes in Colums "A" exclude, and those in Columms "B" include, potatoss
and onions. See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin.

15. The rental component used in these retsil price indexes has been continusd
on the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Lsbour Report" No. 41 (1952). Analysis
of data of the Census of 1954 and recent surveys show that in all cities the numbers
of houses privately rented have diminisned very rapidly and that rents of the residual
houses (alone) are no longer sufficiently representative as the housing compoaent of
the retall price indexes. Yhe housing component ig under conaldoration. '

This document ie pudblished by the Commonwsalth Statietician and containe
statistics or abatracts thereof compiled and tabulated dy the Commomwealth Statisticisn
purguant to the Census and Statistics Aot 1905-1949.

S.R. CARVER
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAR

COMMUNWEALTH_BUREAU OP CENSUS AND STATISTIo:

CANBERRA, 4.C.T, 24TH JULY; 1958




