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before NOON on THURSDAY, 24TH APRIL, 1958,

INTERINM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
MARCA QUARTER, 1958

1. Particulare concerning variations in retail prices as measured by the
Interim Retail Frice Index for the six State capital cities of Australia are given
horein,

2. This Interim Retall Price Index was instituted in March, 1954, with post-
war weighte and components. It 1s published quarterly and 1s deacribed in annusl
"Labour Report" Bo. 44 (1955 amad 1956 ).

3. Seasunal fluctuations in prices of potatoes and onions materially affect
the movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index. An All Groups Index which excludes the
effects of price changes of potatoes and onions is shown herein in comparison with the
Aggregate All Groups Index calculated in the customary marner. '

4. An approximate analysis for each capital city is shown hereunder and a
corregponding analysis for the weighted average of the eix capital cities is shown on
page 4. The base of the index for each city is : Year 1952-53 = 100,

Intsrim Index Points

Movement between guarters is shown in brackste)
Exclud- | Movement Exclud-| Govement] . | Exclud-| Novemens
- dus to

Quarter ing Agere-g g due 4o | ABETO-1  4pz | dus to |fA8ETe-

Totatoes | Potatoes ﬁ;e Potatoes| Potatoes ﬁite Potatoss| Potatoes ﬁ’fe
and and [Groups and cand | aroupe and and | anoups
Opions { Onlong | Onions | Onicns | Onlons | Cnions
SYDNEY » MELBOURNE BRI SPANE

1956+ June | 107.0 1 + 1.58 | 108.5 § 111.6 4+ 1.7a | 113.3 | 107.7 + 1.8a {109.5
(+4.2) | (+1.3) [(+5.5)F (+0.7) |" (+1.7) | (+2.4)] (+1.0) | (+1.4) | (+2.4)

Sept. 111.2 + 2086 ‘!140” 11203 + 3043 1’507 10807 + 3.23 '1‘1.9
(+1.4) | (~1.6) | (<0.2)f (+0.8) | {~1.0) [ (=0.2)} (+0.8) | (~1.5) | (~0.7)

Dec. | 112.6 + 1.2a | 113.8 § 113.1 +2.48 [ 115,5 § 109.5 | + 1.7a | 111.2
(+1.1) | (=1.2) [ (<0.1)] (+0.6) | (-2.0) | (~1.4)f (+1.4) | (-1.2) [ (+0.2)

19573 Marchi 113.7 o0 | 113.7 1 113.7 + 0.4a | 114.1 § 110.9 + 0.5a | 111.4
(+0.8) (+40.2) [ (+1.0)} (31.1) | (+0.%) | (+1.2)f (+1.1) | (<0.1) | (+1.0)

June | 114.5 + 0.2a {114.T | 114.8 + 0.5a { 115.3 f 112.0 | + 0.4a | 112.4
(+0.7) (<0.4) { (+0.3)F (+0.5) | {-0.3) [ (+0.2)] (+0.3) | (-0.2) | (+0.1)

Sept.| 115.2 - 0.2a {115.0 § 115.3 + 0,28 1 115.5 | 112.3 | + 0.2a | 112.5

)L (=0.2) | (<0.2)) (<0.1) | (=0.1) | (<0.2)] (+1.3) | (-0.4) | {+0.9)

Dec. | 115.2 - 0.4a {114.8 | 115.2 | + O0.1a [ 195.3 | 113.6 | -~ 0.2a | 113.4
(#1.5) | (+0.1) | (+1.6)] (#0.3) | (-0.1) | (+0.2)f (+1.2) | (+0.3) | (+1.3)

1958: March! 116.7 - 0.3a [ 116.4 | 115.5 af1155 § 1i4.8 | + 0.1a | 114.9

ADELAIDE PERTH HOBART

19561 June | 108.4 + 1,38 [109.7 | 115.0 | + O.2a | 115.2 ] 114.1 | + 1.0a | 115.1
(+0.2) (+1.7) | (4.9 (#1.1) | (+0.3) | (+1.4)] (+2.3) | (+0.9) | (43.2)

Sept.| 108.6 | + 3.0a | 111.6 || 116.1 | +0.5a | 116.6 | 116.4 | + 1.9a | 118.3
(+0.1) (<0.8) | (=0T (+1.1) | (=0.1) | (+1.0)] (+1.3) ]| (~0.2) | (+1.1)
Dec. | 108.7 | + 2.2a|110.9 f 117.2 | + O.4a [ 117.6 || 117.7 | + 1.7a [ $19.4
(+1.0) (-2.2) | (=1.2)f (#1.2) | (~0.1) | (+1.1)] (+0.B) | (-1.3} | (=0.5)

1957¢ March| 109.7 ee8 [ 1097 f 118.4 | + 0.3a | 148.7 [ 118.5 | + O.4a | 118.9
(+1.3) (+40.3) { (+1.6)F (#1.5) | ( .Y | (+1.5)0 (s0.7) ] ( ..) | (+0.7)

June 111-0 + 0-3‘ 111-3 '19-9 + 0.3& 12012 %'9 2 + 004; 119.6
(#1.2) (0.3) | (+0.9)] (0.1} | ( ..)|{~0.1)f (-0.2) | (-0.6) | (~0.8)

Sept.| 112.2 .. (112,21 119.8 # 0.3a | 120.1 | 119.0 | - 0.2a | 118.8
*(-0.4) (=0.1) [H=0.8)] (<0.9)| (<0.1) | (-1.0)f (+0.4) | (-0.1) | (+0.3)

Dec. |*111.8 - 0.1a [m11.7 ] 118.9 | +0.2a [ 119.1 ¢ 119, 4 - 0.3a | 1199
(#0.3) | (+0.1) [ (+0.)} (#0.5) | (<0.2) | (+0.3)f (+0.3) 1 (+0.3) | (+0.6)

19581 iarch| 112.1 we8 | 112,41 § 119.4 cea | 11941 119.7 we | 119.7

(s) Cumilative from dase period. (+) Denotss increase. (-) Denotes decrease.
* Revised.

842 :
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5. Comparative average retail prices of potatoes for the six eapital citias
are shown [ ereunder:-

AVERAGE BETAIL PRICLS OF POPATOES

Pence per 7 lbs.

Weighted

Sydney|Melbourne| Brisbane| Atelalde |Perth | Hobart | Average of
March Quarter, 1952 42 B | % 35 | 2 4 3 '
o 1953 40 | 27 3 T 28 31 | 33
" " 1954 40 31 52 30 | 29 % | 37
" M 1955 a8 27 44 29 28 |- 43 34
" 1956 | 66 | 59 | 71 46 | 31| 67 60
June " . 8 | 82 80 64 | 61 | 19
September * " 127 129 116 | 110 - 37 90 118
Decerber " 81 99 7% 88 44 88 85
March " 1957 47 41 45 30 44 52 43
June " " 50 a7 | 4 36 | 43§ 52 46
September " " 40 | 34 37 28 43 | M 37
December " " 33 34 30 2 B | 3 : 3
Maroh 1958 31 | - 33 40 28 3B | 43 35
onth of March, 1958 | 36 | 31 | 39 | 24 3/ | 43 34
6. The obgervations in these Statistical Bulletins ar§ 'ma”(lve,, a8 19- cuétomary,

to assist public understanding of the trends in retsil prices within the definition of
the respective indexes.

7. Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
purposes decide in the light of their own requirements what price index (if any) is
relevant to their purposes and how 3¢t shall be applied. The Statistician's function.
is to supply indexes and information thereon as required by those authorities. The
Statisticlan expresses no view as to the merits oy demerits of the use 6f price indexes
in this connection. :

8. Gicoup and aggrega¥e Interim Retail Price Index Numbers are shown below:—

PABLE { 3 INTERIM mgn PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES

Clothing | T —
Period Pood : a.'ndl'l8 " Rent 0 ther_ ' Assreggte
‘| Drapery Itoms 411 Groups
Year anded June - A B h ' ' A B
1953 100,0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 00,0
1954 102,8 | 103.7 101.6 | 105.0 100.9 | 102.2 | 102.5
1955 104.8 | 104.6 102.4 | 109.6 | 101,4 | 103.7 | 103.6
1956 108.1 110.6 | 103.3 | 115.5 106.4 | 107.0 | 108.0
1957 112.4 | 115.8 105.8 | 122.5 117.8 | 113.0 | 114.3
Quarter - : : .
June 106 .0 106 .4 103.3 { 110.5 | 101.9 | 104.5 | 104.7
September 106.7 108.2 103.3 111.4 102.8 | 105.1 105.7
December 107.0 | 109.0 | 103.4 | 112.0 106.2 | 106.3 | 107.0
1956 : March | 108.2 | 110.6 103.3 | 118.8 106.7 | 107.4 | 108.3
Tune 110.7 | 114.5 103.4 | 119.7 110.1 | 109.4 | 110.8
Serptember 111.5 | 119.6 103.8 | 120.6 115.6 | 111.5 [ 114.4
December 1116 1 116.2 | 105.3 | 121.5 | 117.8 | 112.5 | 114.2
1957 s March 1126 | 113.2 106.3 | 4231 | 418.5 | 143.5 | 113.7
June 113.3 | 114.2 107.9 | 124.6 | 119.3 | 114.5 | 114.8°
September | 113.7 | 113.8 108.4 | 126.1 119:.9 | 115.1 [ 115.1
December 112.8 | 112.4 109.1 [ 127.0 | »120.0 | 115.1 | 114.9
1958 ¢+ March 114.6 | 114.4 109.3 | 128.2 | 120.2 | 115.9 [ 115.8

(a) Flgures appearing after the deciinal point im the tables herein possess little
significance for general statistical purposes. Thaey are insarted to avoid the
minor distortions that would occur in rounding off the figurees to the noaroat
whole number. * Reviged.

Indexes in Columns "A" exclude, cnd thoge in Columns "Z)," include, potataes
and onions. See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page ! of thie Bulletin.

A
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9. The next table shows aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Num’oers f@% h
of tho six State capital cities individuelly in comparison with the veighted average
index for the slx State capitals cowdinedr--

TABLE 2 : INT®RIM REPAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED

(Base of Index for Each City and for Six Capital Cittes : Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

Six Capital
cities (b)

?eri.cd Sydney l&albourne Brisha_ne Adelaide Porth Hobart

Aggregate — All Groups {c)

YearendedJune- . o o . .
- 1951 1 74.6 5.2 7.4 T4.7| T4+5 T3.1 74.9

- 1952 91.7 91.0 92.7| . 9¢.9| 90.7| 89.9 91.4
¢ 1953 : 100.0 | 100,0 '} 100.0{ 100,0{100.0| 100.0 100.0
19528  102.2 102.4 | 103.0 102,0 | 103.9| 106.6 {  102.5
1955 ' 103.1 102.7 104.0 103.6 | 109.6 | 105.86 | ' 103.6
1956 106.1 109.5 107.4| 107.2 ] 112.7| 111.5 108.0
1957 114,10 115.1 | 111.7 110.9 | 118.3 1 %1941 114.3

Quarter - -

/1956 1 March 106.2 | 110.4 107.3 106.8 | 113.1| 113.0 108,3
Septenter 114.0 115.7 | 1119 111.6 j 116.6 { 118.3 11444
Decemder 193.8 115.5 | 111.2 110.9 | 117.6 | 119.4 | 114.2

1957 + March 113.7 114.1 111.4 109.7 1 18,7 | 118.9 113.7
June. ' 114.7 115.3 112.4 111.3 [ 120.2 | 119.6 114.8
September 15,0 115.5 | 112.5 12,2 | 120.1 | 118.8 1151
December 114.8 15.3 | 113.4 | #*919.7 [ 119.1 ] 11919 114.9

1958 3 March | 116.4 | 195.5 114.9 | 112.1 1119.4 1 119.7 1  115.8

11 Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onions (c)

Year ended June ~ § '
1956 105.3 | , 108.4 105.9 106.3 [ 112.6 § 110.6 107.0

1957 113.0 | 113.5 110,31 109.5 [ 117.8F 118.0 113.0

Quarter - . : u )

1956 1 Maroh - 105.3 | 109.4 105.8 | 1061 [113.1 | 111.9 107.4
June 17.0 111.6 | 107.7 108.4 [ 115.0] 194.1 |  109.4
September 2 112.3 108.7 | 108.6 [116.1 | 116.4 | 111.5
Docember 112.6 11341 109.5 108.7 | $17.2 | 117.7 112.5

1957 1 March 113.7 1 113.7 110.9 109.7 [ 118.4| 1185 |  113.5
June. 114.5 114.8 112.0 111.0 ] 149.9 | 119.2 $14.5
September 115.2 115.3 | 112.3 112.2 1 119,8 | 119.0 115.1
DPecember 15,2 § 115.2 | 113.6 | #111,8 [ 118.9 | 119.4 1151

1958 ¢ March 116.7 | 115.5 114.8 112.4 | 119.4 | 119.7 115.9

(o) Pigures appearing after the decimal point in the tables horein possess little
pignificance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the minor
distorsions that would occur inm rounding off the figures to the nearest whole number.
(b) Weighted averuge. (c) See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page | of this Pulletin.

# Hoviged.

10. The above indexes measure price movements for each city individually and
the differonce in degree of price movement in respective cities over the periods shown.
‘But they do not provide a comparison of ahbaolute retail price levels in any city with
the retail prioo levels of any other city.

1. The Interim Retall Price Index was first published and described in 8.8.265%
of 24th March, 1954. It has been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1956-57 and for
éach quarter from Soptember quarter, 1952. The list of items covered by the indsx ie
representative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner héiusoholda. The

group weights and the item wsighte of the Interim Index relate broadly to the consumption
pattern of 1950-1953, Those of the "C" Series Index relate to the pre-war pattern.

: 1'2,; The list of itoms in the Interim Index is more comprehensive than that of

the "C* Series Indsz and some of the principal food weighte and group weights differ
substantially from those used in the "C" Series Index. A comparison of group welghtis
and of the liat of items in the reapective indexes 1; shéwn on pagee 9 - 12 of the
abnual "Labour Beport™ No. 44 (1955 and 1956 ).

13, A% \ides sppreciable disparities appear in the movement of the respoctivo
indezes for individual oities from quarter to gquarter. The Interim Index, being taased
on recent weights and an extended list of items, is the more representziive measure of
quarterly retail price variadions.




4.

14. In view of the circumstances described driefly on page ! of this Bulletin,
the following analyeis is provided of the movements in the Interim Retall Price Index
for the six capital cities comdinec (Base : Year 1952.53 = 100) in comparison with
those of the "C®* Series Index converted arithmetically to the same base yosr :-

Approximate Analysig of Movements in the "Interim" and "G Serlee Rotall Price Indexee
Welghted Average of Six Capital Cities )

Index Points (Base 1 Year 1952-53 = 100}
(Movement between quarters is shown inm brackete)
Quarter Fxoluding | Movement Excluding Novement
Po; toene due to fggregate | o o .o dus 4o Aggrogate
' Sn:l 8 Potatoes All Groups 4 Oni Potatoes | All Groups
and "8 | ana Onions L and "MIONE | and Onions
" Series Index ' Jnterim Index
1956 1 June 109.7 + 2.1a C111.8 109.4 +  1.40b 110.8
(+ 1.4) (+ 2.4) (+ 3.8) | (+ 2.1) | (¢ 1.5) (+« 3.6)
Sept . 111.1 +  4.5a 115.6 111.5 + 2.9 114.4
(+ 0.6) (- 2.0} (- 1.4) [ (+ 10) | (- 1.2) | (- 0.2)
Dec., 11107 4 2-5& 114-2 11205 + 107b 114.2
(+ 0.9) (= 2.3) | (= 1.4) § (+ 1.0) | (~ 15) | (- 0.5)
1957 : March 112.6 + 0.2a 112.8 113.5 + 0.2b 113.7
(+« 0.9) {(+ 0.1) (+ 1.0) | (+ 1.0) | (+ 9.1) (¢« 1.1)
June 113.5 + 0.3a 113.8 114.5 + 0,3 114.8
(+ ©.5) (-~ 0.8y | () 0 (s 0.6) | (- 0,3) | (+ 0.3)
Sept. 11400 - 0.2a '13-8 115.1 +sb 11511
¢ ..) (- 0.3) (- 0.3) ) | (= 0.2) | (- 0.2)
Doc. 114.0 - 0.5a 113.5 115.1 - 0.2b 114.9
(+ 1.0) (+ 0.2) (+ 1.2) 1 (+ 0.8) | (+ 0.1) (+ 0.9)
1958 1 March 115.0 - 0O.3a 114.7 1159 | = 0.1b 115.8

Ta) Cunilative from (and including) September Quarter, 1955. (b) Cumulative from base

period. (+) Denotes increase. (-) Denotes decrease.

15. The tollowing talls shows the Interim Index for {he eix capltal cities
combined (with the year 1952-53 ay base = 100) in comparison with "C" Ssries Index
numbers converted aritahmetically to the same base year.

TARLE 3 : COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RETAIL PRIGES (Bage i Year 12§ 2=53 = 100) ‘g!

Period , Six Capital Clties (Weighted Average)
n"o" Suries Index Interim Index
A B
Year ended June - 1953 100.0 100.0 100.0
1954 102.8 102.2 102.5
1955 103.7 103.7 103.6
A B
1956 107.5 108,8 107.0 168.0
1957 112.2 114.1 113.0 114.3
Quarter -~ 1955 : Maxch 103.9 103.8 103.8
June 105.0 104,.5 104.7
A B ‘
September 105 .9 106 .6 105 .1 105.7
December 106 .7 107.7 106 .3 107.0
1956 : March 107.8 109.0 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 11,8 109.4 140.8
Septemder 111,19 L6 111.5 114.4
December 111.7 : 114.2 112.5 114.2
1957 s March 112.6 112.8 113.5 113.7
June 113.5 113.8 114.5 114.8
thbﬂr 1’400 '1318 115.1 11501
December 114.0 113.5 115.1 114.9
1958 : March 119.0 . 114.7 115.9 115.8

+
(a) See no%e to Table 1 herein.
Indexss in Columna "A" oxclude, and thoss in Columns "B" include, potatoes
and onions. ©Sewe paragrayhe 3 and 4 on page 1 of thie Fulletin.

16. The rental component used in thess retail price indexes has been continuad
on the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report" No. 41 (1922 . Analysis of
data of the Census of 1924 and recent awrveys show that in all citiea the numbers of

houses privately rented have diminished very rapidly snd that ren'’is of the rssidual
téouses one} Zre no longer suff.tcfon,tly rgpra]gnt'xtive as the h.rsing ooap_ox.mnt of
he ret price indexes. The housing component is under oconsidera‘ion.

This docurent ig published by the Commonweelth Statistiolin and contains ‘
statistios or abstracts thersof compiled and tabulated by the Cormon.salth Statistician
pursuant to the Census end Statistics Act 1905-1949, :

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AHD STATISTICS K.B. ACHRE
SARDBERRYA, A.C.Ts 'E_APRIL, 8 ACTING commsu_w_gw




