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PREFACE.

The first Labour Reporv of the Commonwealth Burecau of Census and
Statistics was published in 1912, and the present is the fifteenth issue, The
arrangement of the various sections has been altered somewhat, but the
principal details are given on similar lines fto those adopted in previeus
issucs.  The watter has heen divided into four main Chapters covering
information on Prices, Wages, Employment and Associations respectively.
This arrangement will facilitate ready comparison of cognate matters.
Thus all infermation dealing with comparisons of price levels is now gathered
together in the oue chapter instead of, ag in previous isdues, being given
in various separated parts of the Report.

New feabures which were included in the last issue of this Report have
been continued in the present issue. These are statistics relating to
(i) Employers’ Associations, (ii) Co-operative Societies and (i) the
[ntcrnational Labour Office of the Leaguc of Nations. Another
international comparison appears in the Chapter dealing with Wages, in
which cffective or real wages in various countries are compared.

For the purpose of tabulating the results of the imvestigations which
lave been made in regard to labour organizations, employers’ associations,
unemployment, rates of wage, industrial disputes, ete., the following
classification of irades and ocoupations has been adopted :—

Classification of Indusiries and Occupations,

I | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timber. || VIIL | Mining, Quatties, &e.
works, &c.
II. | Engineering, Metal Worka, &e, 1X. | Railway and Tramway Ser-
vices.
IM1. | Food, Drink, and Tobacco Mabu- X. | Other Land Transport,
facture and Distribution.
IV. | Clothing, Hats, Boota, Texiiles, &e. XI. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &e.
V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &c. XYL | Pastoral, Agricvltural, Rural
Horticulteral, &e.
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XIII, | Domestic, Hotels, &c.
VII. | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous.
|

I previous issues attention has been drawn to the great variety of
sources of the data npon which this Report 1s based,
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it is gratifying ¢o cecord that secretaries of trade unions and
of employers’ associations, officials of State and Commonwealth
Departments, private employers, retail dealers, house agents and others
have readily responded to the somewhat heavy demands wmade upon them.

Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained herein
would have been impossible, and L take this opportunity ol expressing
" oy cordial thanks to all who have thug assisted.

My speciel thanks are duae to Mr. J. 1. Sutclifie, the Supervisor of Labour -
Btatistics in #his Burean, for the marked ability and zeal displayed by him
in the performamce of the complex duties attaching to his position, and to
the #tafl ander higwcontrel for the ready and capable assistance rendered
by them at all times.

. CHAS, H. WICKENS,
Commonwealth Statisticien.

Commonwesalth Burean of Cenaus and Statistics,
Melbourne, 2Tth July, 1925,
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Retail and Wholesale Prices. and Nominal and Effective Wage Indexz-Rumbers,

and Percentage of Unemployed.
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NoTE.~-The fignres on the teff represent the seale for the percentage nnemployed according o trade-
uwnion returns.  The fignres on the right represent the reale for the aevern indox-numbets, tho year 1911
being taken in each ense ap Lnge (= 1000). Nince the end ot the year 1911, the Retadl Price Tndex-numbers
{welghted average cost of food, oxoceriea, and house rent for the slx capital eftics), and the Wholesslo
Price Index number (Melbourne) are shown In erch quarter, while vnemployment percentages are shown
quarter]y since the end of the year 1912 only, The other Index-numbers shice 1913 refer to the averare
for the whole yYear, bat for purposes of eonvenlence are I:lot.ted on the graph as at the end, mot the
middie, of the vear.  Retall Price and Whelesade Price Index bers show the avernge level during the
wht;]for of each quarter, apd they atso for convenience are plotted nt the end, and not the middle, ot each
quarter,




