WuoLEsALE Prices, 9

CHAPTER 1.—PRICES.
§ 1. Wholesale Prices,

1. General.—The results of an ihvestigation inte wholesale prices ‘in
Melbourne from 1861 to 1923 were given in some detail in previous Reports.
In this [Section results are included for the year 1924,

The data upon which the investigation is based were obtained mainly
from reports of Melbourne market prices published in the ordinary press
and in pRoia] trade Teviews. In any case of doubt as to the reliability of
the figures, the records thus obtained were verified by reference to well-knovm
busibess firms dealing ih the articles in quostion. Every care was taken
to ensure that the prices quoted for each article refer to a uniform quality,
and, in cases where anore than one souic? of information was utilized for
obtaining prigés of single comimodities, special precautions were taken to
enswre substantial continuity of gquality or grade. In most cases, monthly
prices wero -obtained (but where daily or weekly quotations were available,
these were adopted), and arithmetic averages for the several years were
coiputed. In regard, however, to o few commbodities, such as cosl, tea,
cottoit 'and wool, since monthly prices were not aveilable for back years,
yearly averages, based in each case on relinble data, were secured, )

It was at first intended to obtain records on the lines indicated for o
uniform list of commeodities for the capital city in each State. Owing, how-
ever, to the lavge amount of work involved, and to the difficulty experienced in
obtainiig regularly the prices of anything like a uniform representative list
of comiodities from the information published in some of these citics, this
idea has for the present been abandoned.

2. Bagis.—Retail prices have the advantage that a comparatively small
hist of -commodities suffices to represent o large proportion of the average
oxpenditure. They are, however, subject to the difficulty that their varia-
tions depend largely upon local conditions, and it is, therefore, necessary
to colleéct the data over a wide area. Wholesale prices, on the other hand,
are fixed usually at one or two centres, hut a much larger list of commodities
must he coverced.

The jndex-nuibiers up to the year 1911 arc based on the prices of 80
commoditics, Dut $mce that vear the number has been increased to 92.*
The aethods followed for the computation of the wholesale price index-
numbers ate the same as those adopted in regard to retail prices.  The comn-
modities included, the units of measurements for which the prices ave taken,
and the mass-units indivating the relative extent to which cach commodity,
in the units of measurement specified is used or conswmed, are shown in the
following sbatement.

* In the computatlon of the mdex-mwinbers for years pricr to 1011, the ajpgregate expenditues
on 80 commodities in 1911 is taken as base (= 10003, while for later years the aggregate expenditure
on 92 cothmoditles In 1911 i iaken.
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Melbourns Wholesale Prices—Commodities ineluded, Units of Measurement, and
* Mass-TUnits.”
Commodity, ‘ Brand. Thut. ﬂgﬁs Commodiky. ' Birand E Vnit | :{l:ﬁ‘
Grovp I. GLoUP V.

Lron— ) Curranis e i ‘. l ik, 1,406
Pig Mxd Nes ton &4 I Ttnising .. { Sulianas " 1,400
Rod and Yar | Stafford " :ii Tlereinge .. | 1. fresh | doz. 1-1b. ]
Angle and T " B 3+ tins
Plate . " o * Salmon 1 Ih, tabl “ )

oop + 3 Alaskin
Galvanized .. | 26 g.mllgc v B Surdines . | Malves  |dosz, balves{ 10¢

Tianed Plates .. | 1.0, Coke cwt. L] Coifes . | Plantoation 1. )

Yencing Wire .. | No.8 .. ton ] Cocoa . (MeKonzie's " o

Zine, sheat . . . 1 Snga No., m ton 232

md shcct .. . " 3 Ul Macaroni ., ¢ 2w

.. .. " 1|l Sago cwh ¢t T
per Bhect . . ib. 2,000 Rién .. ton )
uicksilver .. .. " 12 Sal Austradian " . 7
onl .. | Newcastle, ton 600 fino |
or wharf Salt .. .. | Roek .. ' ! 1
Mustard .. P Coleman's doz:;.[ 11k, L]
a9
Starch .. | Coleman’s Ib. 104
White
Qrove JI. Blua .y Keen's ‘ " &
T Meatilies . Atgt;nitlnnl gross )
Safocty

Beanbag . ] dem A9 )l Canatos Rangoon . 1,000

Woolpacks . i aieh 200 Tobaceo H &gﬁg%"‘; ' 1,500

oo 1 n wo || Ter .. R 3,000
Waxed 8p T ' "' 400 Ierozene .. i ] Eallan ! 1,700
Light Crep .. o G S = . .- - —

Cotton v | Rawo L " 24,000

Wwool .. | Greasy. " 12,200

Twine «o | Reaper ) "150 Gnrove VI

and — e e ——— —— .
Linder I

Tallow .. | Mution Lon 13 Beei . b Averago 100 lbe. 300
Prime quality !

Mutten . . in. ! 33,000

Eae;{h .. B 2,000

y v - E e

QROUP IIL Tork .. o ' I 3,700

Wheat . .. bughel 500

Flour .. .. bons a8 urour VI

Pollard . . . 14 !

a 1] . . X S

Oats .. - | Mtin bushel | 1,200 f THRber— () ot | o

Qatmenl v | Colonlal ton 14 Gx I o 30

Bayley .. | Malting bushe) 150 I3 3 ” 30
" vo | Toed L. ,, 00 6% % * 30

Maize . . " 1,000 Waather- " 200

g Ui i) B
i, e me .. »

Straw oo | Victotian | 25 Oregon 1 1,000 it | 20

Feas .. . . bushel & &hetvin e 10

D 9 e Y. .
Mot oo 00| vickocian | bushet | 130 | Gment .. | Portland | - odik »,
Onions - - ton 3 |1 imtes T | welkh 1,000 H

20 x 10
r 1V,
Gnove 19, Grovr VIIL

4 . . b, 800 .
g:gn .. .. . 3,200 Cream of Tartor | In kegs Ih. 400
Choose . . " 1,500 Gammgnte of . ton ¥

- t Fresh 9,500 a
T - :Ilase-;éll: - df: L2 gal]t. x .. | Refined , ,-3
5 .. ++ | Ordinar 0. 5 ulphun o . .

E%E\ey ‘e .. ¥ th. 600 Cnustic Soda .. .. owt. '

Beoswax . . " 40 }.U. o | Tamp ton R :

Condensed Mitk | Bacchus doz, Ib 160 Cynnide Totas- e ib. 57

Marsh sium
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3 Index-Numbers.—Index-numhbers have been computed for each

group of commodities, as well as for all groups combined. These indox-
nwmbers are shown in the following table —

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Nunbers, 1861 to 1924, Computed with Year 1811
a9 Base (= 1,000).

1. . ILE. Iv. L VI VIL VIIT, | All Com-
TEAR Metals Jute, Agricul- | Dairy ] Qrocer- Building | Chemi- | modlttes
and Leather, | tural Pro-| Produce.|  Jea. Meat. (Materlals, cala, togather,
Coal. &e. dnee, &9,
1861 - 1,448 1.38L 1,583 1,008 1,963 . 1,070 2,030 1,538
1871 o 1,000 1,257 1,250 04 1,586 .. 1,044 1,400 1,12%
1881 | 1,178 1115 1,012 935 1421 1,00 1,687 1,121
1881 I 395 BT 024 095 1,032 3 T80 1,194
1901 1,061 714 28 1,029 1,0 1,345 841 0y ord
1811 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,800 1,000 1,000
19412 1,021 ol 1,570 1,206 1,062 1,357 1,067 ) 1,118
1615 1,048 1,070 1,007 1054 1,024 1,253 1,128 i
1014 1,0 1,207 1,187 1,081 1,607 1,081 1,263 1,148
1015 y 1284 1,017 2,182 1,530 1,153 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,8
1918 1 1,895 1,425 1,208 1,435 1,322 2 515 1,491 » i) 1,
1517 2120 2,003 1,157 1,423 133 2,403 1854 | 2,171 1,662
19418 2,41G 2,360 1,444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2 404 3,225 1,
1¢l9 2,125 2,368 1,085 1,051 1,516 2,348 2,851 2,503 2,065
1020 2,205 2,621 2,480 2,809 1,018 3,279 3,220 2,825 2,480
1021 2178 1,502 1,707 ¢ 2 1,078 2,168 2,733 2 503 1,003
16922 1,042 1,681 1,628 ; 1,648 1,869 . 1,787 2,005 ;1,55 1,758
1023 . 1,826 2145 1,776 1 1,837 1,746 2,570 2,025 1 1,033 1,544
1024 PO o 214 2415 1L,647 | 1,655 1,721 2223 1,515 | 1,804 1,888

Norg,—The fgures given o this table arc comparable jn the vertlenl colwmas, but aro noé directly
camparable hiertsontally,  ‘The index-numbers ate reversible.

The index-numbers have in cach case beon computed with the prices
in the year 1911 as base ; that is to say, they show the amount which would
have had to be expendad in cach of the years specified in order to purchase
what would have cost £1,000 in 1911 distributed in purchasing the relative
quantities {indicated by the mass-units) of the several commoditics included
in such gronp, and in all groups respectively. Thus, in the last column the
cost of the relative quantitics of the various commeodities was 1,229 in 1871,
and 974 in 1901, as compared with 1,000 in 1911 and 1,885 in 1924. In other
words, prices were lower i 1911 than in either 1871 or 1924, and the pur-
chasing-power of money in 1911 was accordingly greater. Apgain, prices
were higher in 1911 than in 1901, and the purchasing-power of money in the
former year was therefore less,

The gencral index-number for the year 1924 shows a decrease of 3.0
per cent. compared with that for 1923. In Groups L ond Il increases
of 0.5 and 12.6 per cent. respectively were recorded. All other groups
showed decreases ranging from 1.4 per cent. in the case of Group V.
{Grocerics} to 13.8 per cent. in Group VI. (Meat).

The index-numbers for the full period from 1871 to 1911 (and for 1861
and 1866) are given in Report No. 1, page 48,

4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels,—The following table gives
the index-numbers for the four quarters of 1924 and the first quarter
of 1925 :—
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Melhonrne Wholesale Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers for 1924 and First.Quarter, 1925

{Base 1911 = 1,000).
Index Numbers.
a l:zfg. of
Toup. m- Jan, Aprll July Oct, Jon,
modities, to &I! to to to.
Mareh, Juno, Seogt., Dee., March,
924, i 1024, 1624, 1925,
L. Metals and Coal .. 14 1,850 1,982 1850 1,843 1,842
TI. Textilea, Loakher, ebo, 10 2,680 2,448 2080 8,467 2244
HI. Agrienltural Produco 14 1,660 1,603 1,854 1,871 1,670
TV, Dairy Prodnes 4] 1,725 1,848 1,089 1,668 1,408
V. Grocerics ., 31 1,718 1,714 1,720 1,731 e
V1. Meant . [ 2,989 2,232 2,004 2,212 2,80
VIT. Bullding Materiats 10 1,056 1,876 1,704 1,004 1,674
¥IO. Chomiecais .. 7 1,818 1,806 1,7 1,784 1,754
All Groups* 02 1,m6 1,380 1,848 1,866 | 1,849

* Welghtods average.

5. Variations since OQutbreak of War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years: 1915 to 1924, and
for each month from January, 1924, to April, 1925, are shown ir the following
tablo, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outhreak of war, as baso
{=1,000) for each group :—

Malbourne Wholesale Prices, Index-Numbers, July 1914, Years- 1815 to- 18249, and Mounthly,
January, 1924, to April, 1825, (Base July, 1914 = 1,000).

L 11. 117, Iv. V. ¥I. | VI, ¥II1. -
Motals | Textles ] Agri- Dalry Buikling ] Chemd- || Al
Perid, nnd | Leather,| celtural | Pro- [Grocerles.| Meat. | Mator- cals, | Groups.
Conl, ote, | Produce. | duce, tnla,

July 1914 1,000 i,000! 1000 | 1,000 0,000 i 1,000 9,000 | 1,000 1,000
Veir 1015 1,166 934 | 2024 | 1272 0es | 15021 10164 | 1480 | 1,606
» 1010 1,539 1,807 1,130 1,235 1,268 1,661 1,361 1,700 1,318
. 1917 1,919 13841 1,084 1,181 1,502 1,480 1,722 2141 [ 1488
o 1918 8,107 2,924 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,449 2,448 3.085 L0
1019 1,030 3 2,169 1,858 1,973 1,460 1448 1 2602 £,827 1 1,801
W 1920 2001 | 2430 | 2288 | 1840 | LBco | 2028 | uoeaa | 27 2178
W 1021 1074 | 1230 1458 1,803 1,916 1,831 | 2495 2,246 | 1,408

., lig2 1.763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1811 1,102 L,830. 2,917 [ 1,541

MEST 1 1Lese | Lote| Uesd { UsaT{ Lées | 1590 0 Lsas | Lges | 1704
» F824 1,047 2,220 1,641 1,478 1,663 1,371 1,666 1,701 1,453
Jan, 1024 1,656 2,180 1,822 1,402 1,064 1,450 1,869 1,847 1,780
Fab. i 1,665 2302 | 1,648 | Ld457 83 | 1s07d 1718 | rveL | LTS
cl " 1 465 2,208 1,490 1,353 1,468 1,442 1,774 1,73L 1,845
Aptll . 1864 | 23921 ba70 | L1826 | E64T | 1460 | L7286 [ L5 | 1,080
¥ n 1,685 2,287 1,506 1,398 1,661 1,323 1,720 1,768 1,852
Jona 1,662 { 27158 1,515 1,391 1,670 1,456 | 1,689 1,755 | Laas
July 1,666 | 4,119 1,528 1,481 1,477 L2381 | 1,466 1,743 | 1020
August Los7 | 2006 tsep | 1300l 1860 | 1,395 { 10w | L7 | 1815
Sept, . 1600 | 2008 | 1538 | Lasé| 166 | Lxis | 1656 | Lpse | 1610
Qck, - L6711 2,141 1,562 1,348 1,073 1,330 1 1641 1,740 | 1,08)
Nov. . e | 2166 | 1,652 | Leyeé| 1,075 | L4370 | 1,528 | L7a0 | 1,630
Dec. - 1,670 | 2,105 1,578 1,263 1,691 L3393 | 1,485 L7140 | 1,040
fan HES 1,670 2,116 1,591 1,206 1,697 1,302 1,521 3,740 1,03
Leb. ”» 1,660 | 2,086 1,504 1,226 | 1,089 1,423 | 1,518 1,240} 1,028
March " 1,670 { 1,082 1,558 1,306 1,677 1,327 | 1,560 1,740 | 1,001
Aprll GG | 1,008 | 1551 | L3 | Lusé | L3135 | L5 [ T7es | 1,684
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6. Seasonal Fluctaations,—In order to show the seasonsl fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter
of the year 1924, These are given in the following table, firstly, computed
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year
1924 as baze. Corresponding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groceries a::d of houss rent) have been incleded for compara-
tive purposes.

Malbaurne Whol&ﬂale and Retazl Pnees—auarterly lndex-Numbeta. 1824,

Jan. Aprid- J u]y dek,
Parilowlars, to R{ 1o ‘;ho:n
March. | Junw. Sopa. Doe. ar

Wholceals Prlce Index-Wumbers w:l.h 1911 a8 base )

(= } LG | 1,880 1,848 | 1,806 685
Wholesale bﬁd? }mle\g-Numbers with nveraga for .
€ (= 1,032 Yy gy ouy | 1,000
Ratail Prioe 'Food, Groceries, and Houso Renty fudex- ' !

Numbers wlth nvom.go for L9%4 08 haso (= L,000} ., 1L0n8 1,402 598 a9d J| 1,000

In both wholessle and rotail prices there was a decrease during the
year 1924 as compeared with the vear 1923.

7. Prices, 1823 and 1924,—In Section 3 of the Appendix particulars arc
given as to the average prices of the particular brands of commodities used
in computing the index-numbers in the years 1923 and 1924,  Chrresponding
information for previous years ag far back as 1871 was given in the Appen-

dixes to previows Hoports.

§ 2. Retail Prices—-Focd, Groceries, and Rent,

1. General.—In normal circumstances changes in the cost of Lliving
due to variations in prices and not te alteration in standard can best be
measured by means of index-numbers of prices. A *“ composite unit,”
consisting of appropriate quantities of the commodities which enter into
general consumption in Australia, and including housing accommodation,
has, therefore, been adopted, and & comparison of the value of this composite
nnit at the prices ruling at any given date with the value determined by
means of the prices ruling at some basic date farnishes the retail price index-
pumber for the given date, and indicates the proportionate increase or decreas:
in the amount of money necessary 1o purchase such a composite unit. This
method of computation is wsnally known as the ““aggregate expenditure
method.” There are other mothods of ecomputing index-numbers, buf
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probably none so satisfactorily combines simplicity of procedure with accuracy
of tesult. Investigations concerning retail prices arc made by this Bureau
in respect of the following matters :—

{i.) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns.
{(ii.} Quarterly variations in retail prices and houase rent in 30 towns.
(iii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing- and miscellancous
expenditure in 30 fowns.
(iv.} Annaal variations in retail prices and housge rent in 200 townas,
(v.} Intermittent Houscholders” Budget Inquiries.

in carlter reports vhe results of comprehensive investigniions concerning
prices and prices-indexes for pase years were published, and an aceount
was given of the metheds used in the collection of data and the computation
of results. A discussion of the theory upon which the caleulation of the
index-numbers is hased was furnished in Appendixes to Report No. 1, issued
in December, 1912, fn Appendix 1, to Report No. 9, an endeavour was mads
to sev forth the essentials of the problem and of its solution.

For further particulurs concerning the “ agoregate expenditure method ™
of index-numbers, reference may be made to Report No. 8, pages 19 and 20,
and to Report No. 12, pages 22 und 23

2 Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and Expenditure on Living.
—A change in the ** cost of living * may be due to a change in the standard
of living, or in the retail price level, or in both ; the expenditare on living
depends chus on three factos, viz. :—

{(i.) The nature of the contmodities consumed ;
(ii} The yuantities of the commodities consumed ; and
(iii.) The prices of these commodities.

A change i any one of shase may produce a change in the expenditure
on living. In order to obrain index-numbers that will satisfactorily measure
variation in price level, it is necessary thac the particular series of commeoditics
selected. and the relative quantities of these, remain constant. This phase
of the subject is dealé with more fully in Labour Report No. 1, Appendix
VI11.; in Labonr Report No. 5, pp. 17-18 ; in Labour Bulletin No. 9, pp.
27 o 46 in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130; and in Part [T, of
Appendix 1. of Labour Report No, 9.

Notwithstandiug the explicit statement of the purpose and scope of
these investigations given in the various Labour Reports, misunderstanding
in rogard thereto is still prevalent. Mauny persons, having noticed that
a different regimen gives a very different aggregate cost, have thonght that
the computed price-indexes mush vary considerably with change of regimen.
In Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130, it is shown, by ealculations based on
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widely different regimens, that the mode adopted of investigating retail price
level-is not vitiated by employing a fixed regimen. Where a standard
of living, or living wage, has been fixed, the tables can be used as a basis to
determine the variations in the cost of living until such time ag the regimen
used as a basts for estimation has ceased to be famly répresentative of the
usage of the community. Should a change be nocessary, certain safeguards
which have been indicated in Labour Report No. 1, Appendixes VIII, and
IX,, and further dealt with in Appenduc 1. of Labour Report No. ¢ ‘must
he app‘hed

3. The Composite Unit.—The 47 items making up the “ composite wnit »
nmay bo divided into four groups, viz., (i.) groceries and bread, (i.) daivy
produce, {iii.) meat, (tv.) housing. The cost of these items covers about
60 per cent. of the total expenditure of a normal family.

8pecial investigations have been made with reference to variations in
the cost of the items and services included in the balance of expenditure,
and the resulis ave given in § 3 of this Chapter.

The index-nambers computed on the basis of food, grocerics, and housing
in the past can be accepted as a fair reflection of the variation in the whole
ordinary houschold expenditure in normal times. The question of procedures
in abnormal circumstunces was referred to in Lahour Report Ne. 6, pp. 20
to 22.

The constitution of the *‘ composite unit ** iz shown hereunder.

Retail Prices.—Composite Tnit.

Commodity or Tniky of “ Mnss Commodity or Unity of | * Masa
Bervice. Quantity. | Unit” Hervice, Quantlty, | Unit,”
Guoup T.—~GROCERIES {INCLUDING BREAD}. GROOP IIT—MBaT.
1. Bread . 2 1b. Ioat 403 26, Beef, sitloin . ib. 67
2. Flour, t:-rt“.llmu'yr .+ |25 lb. bags 11 27. Beef, rib ., e " a2
3. Tea .. L, a0 28, Beef, flank . " 12
4. Coflec " 20, Beef, shin . - 14
5. Bogar " 48y 30 sieak, rom " 24
4. Ttleo 0 31, Beef, steald shouldez " 58
7. 8ago ” 8 32, Deef, stea) ,stewlng - 53
8. Jam .. s - 3 33. Beef, corned round - 59
. Ooatmesl ., .. " 35 34, Bcei h:isket., with
10. Halsine ., ‘e W 14 " 11
11, Currants ., . - 14 3. Boct br[sker. \lmhclutr
12. Btarch . .. " 1 bone - 32
13. Blue . v} doz. 805 3 36. Mut.ton Ieg e »”» 02
1. Candles .. . 1b. 16 87, Mutton, shoutder .. " o2
15, Soap .. .. 1 G4 38, Mul.ton, loin . " 30
18. Potatoos .. .. 14 Jbs, 64 39, Mutton, neck i " 40
L?. Oniona . .. b, 68 40, Mutton, chyps, ion ” 0%
18, Xeroscns e gallon 17 41, Mutton, ¢hops, leg " 15
42. Mutton, chops, neck " al
e c
_ . Por . " 8
Qrovr JIL—Dalny PRODUCTS 25, Pork belly - " N 0!
B 48, Po:k chops . "
19, Milk .. ‘e quart, 300
20. Butter .. i 1t 93
21, Cheess .. - " 5 Grovp IV.—HOUSING.
22. Eggs .. . dozen 18
23. Bacon, middis . 1o, 4
24, Bacon, ehoulder ., ™ L] 47, Houge Acoommodat-
25, Ham . .. " 8 tlon .. . weok 40}
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This inquity so far as the capital cities are concerned goes back to 1901,
and all poasible precautions hawe been taken to ensure accuracy.

4. Other Investigafions,—(1i.} General—As already indicated, these are
concerned with {1} Annual variations in the price index-numbers for 200
towns, {2) the cost of living according to householders’ budget inquiries,
(3) special inguiries as to the cost of food, grocerics, and housiug jn various
towna and localities, and (4) the investigation by the Royal Commission
on the Basic Wage.

{ii.} Price-Indexes for 200 Towns.~~An investigation as to variation in
prico-indexes for 100 Australian towns was cazried out for the mouths of
November, 1913, and November, 1914. From 1915 to 1922 the number
of towans from which returns were collected annually was ineroased from 100
o 150, and froin November, 1923, the number wus further raised to 200. The
results of the investigations for November of each year from 1913 to 1922
were published in various issues of tho Report., Prior to 1912 investigations
wore made concerning the price-indexes in the capital cities only, but for 1913
and eubscquent years monthly inquiries have been extended to 30 towns.
The general agrecment of the various results shows that the index-numbers
published for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1912, and for the
30 towns for 1912 and subscquent ycars, fairly indicate the variations in the
cost of food, groceries, and housing in each State and throughout Australia

(iii.} Houscholders’ Budgets.—The fivst collection of these was made in
1910-11, and the results, which covered a period of twelve months, were pub-
fished in Pecemibor, 1911. A socond was made ducing 1913 for the month
of November only, and results were given in o special report, entitled “Labour
Report, No. 4, Expenditure on Living in the Commonwealth, November,
1913.” TIn September, 1917, the Government of Western Australin ap-
pointed a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of
lifo in that State. Under the authority of this Commission budgets were
obtaincd from houscholders showing their woekly expenditure m detail,
The Commonwecalth Statistician wundertook the necessary analysis of the
reburns, and the report, when cempleted, was forwarded to the Western
Avatralian Government, at whose request it was published in Fabour Roport
No. 9, pp. 63-71.

(iv.) Special Dnvestigations—During recont yuars, in connexion with
Arlitration Court proceedings,.the question has been raised of thc cost of
living io cortain country towns and districts as compared with the cost in
the towns asually covered by the investigations of the Burcan. In order
to ascertain the necessary particulars inquiries were made in over 100 towns
and localitics, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the
fribunals concerned.

(v.) [nvcstigations by the Royal Commission on the Busic Wuge~—Iln
Decomber, 1919, the Commonwealth Governwent appeinted a Commission
congisting of threo represontatives of Employers’ Organizations, and three
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair-
man. “The termg of the Commission are given hercinafter,
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This Commisgion issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and
the gecos d dn April, 1921, Thoese reports show that, according o the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the lst November,
1920, fo1 a family <o. sisting of man, wife, and three children under fourtcen
years of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1820,

orbiclars, Melbanrhe, Bydner. " Bulgbane. || Adelside, Porth. Hobart,

- , {— ] - _
£ o dl & sdt €oadlseaa]ls sals ad
Rent 1 0 61! 2 01 uwls 0 619 6 010 0 OL!2 O
Food 2 6 2] 256 9] 2838 1] 2 7 2 2 411 2 811
Clothing . 1 ¢y L 7 0] 1 G0} 1 8 3 1 79 1 v 2
Mimocdlaneous . . 1 DIOY 11 4 1 01 1 1 2 1 2 3] ¢1910
Total 16 BT 517 1 36 2] 516 1 513 11 51611

The corresponding cost of the eomnmodities and services included (which
arc fully set out in tho st report) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as
follows —

Rbyal Commissioh oir Bagie Wage—Lost of Commeodities, ete.,, 1914 to 1820,

|

Yonrs Melbourne, ] Bwlney. Trisbans, Adelalde, Perth, Hohart,

£ od |1 £ s.d ] £ ad] L ad] £t ad| £ ad

1014 | ] 312 11 3 40 31 2 212 9 3 6 9
1915 . 816 8] 4 1 6 311 3¢ 319 0] 317 1| 315 1
1316, . 317 5{ 4 4 6| 3)810] 319 7] 4 1 2| 3156 8
1817, . 4 2 2 4 0 8 319 3 4 3 2 4 4 2 4 410
1918, . 4 B0 4 14 8 4 G 0 4 10 11 4 9 2 4 8 6
1919.. 418 8| % 5 2 4 15 10 5 2 6 5 09 50 4
1920.. 516 6 B17 1 5 4 2 316 1 513 11 5106 11

"The wesults of investigetions into the variation in the cost of living
since 1920 acoording to this standard are given in § 3 of this Chapter.

5. BRefail Prices—Capital Cities, 1901 to 1924.—(i.) General—index
numbers, computed separately for cach group of commeditics and services
mcleded in the investigation, as well as the weighted aversge for all groups
together, are shown fer the capital city of each State in the following table.
To this fable the weighted aggrepate expenditure for the whole of the capital
cities in 1911 for each group or combination is taken as base {= 1,000), and
the figures for the separate cities give the relative cost of the regimen. These
indox-numbers are comparsble in all respects within the limits of a group
or combination, since within such limits they show not only the variations
from year to year, in each city, but comparisons also as to the relative cost
in the different cities for the same year or for different years .
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Betgil Price Inder-Numbers—Capital Cities, 1901 to 1924.1

The index-numbere given in the scoarade parts of thy table caanot by compnred with caoh other in
ordor to show “he relatlve cost of (3ay) liousing, nnd (ood nnd groceties, since the welghted average cost
ror the 51X cliles takan togeth-rin 19LF in eacn group or combination is mado enual to 1,000,

TOWN. 1901.’ 1907, 1911.| 1914.[ 1913 1017‘1018. l‘Jl'J‘[ 1020.] 1021. 1022‘| 1923 ) 1924,
GrOUP L-—~GROCERIES.
Syaney .. .| &l oodl 1018|1112 1,281] 1,5200 1,393 L,710| 2,130] 1,076 1,837 1,833[ 1,710

Melbourne o1 BO7] 817 024] 006|122 1,188 1.203| 1,526] 10261 1.807} 1.705] 1,708} 1,575
Brlsbone .. .o PLOWLE 0601 1,087 1,076) 1,831] 1 3...3 1,406 1,795{ 2,155 1,058 1.8¢1| 1:832| 1:083
Adelaide .. .1 "oag| s03| ‘o8| Loe1| 11210 L2io| 344 1,592 2.030] 1,007] 1,780 1.714) 17643
Perth ' - ] 1.006| 1013| 1.276] 1,118] 1,351 1,320] 1,804| 1.618) 2003 1,055] 11429} 1602 o603
Hobart .. .. | o3| “8ss{1,003| L,070| 1/230] 1,208 1,341 1,382| 1 ,008) 1,027 1,758 1,704 1,688
Waighted Average” 012| 8as| 1,000 1,062 1,272] 1,261} 1,842 1,631)2,080| 1,037] 1,774 1,770 1,050

Grour ITL—DARY I'RODUCH

Bwlnsy .. .| 8810 32| 0711 4,110| 1,221 1,310] 1,853] 1,678] 1.057] 1,823] 1,876 1.8 | 1,640
Me,bourna .| 080 987 050) 1,073 1,350) 1,271) 1,525/ 1,454] 10201 1,840 £,505; 1,745( 1,604
Brlsbans .. .. B3y 817y 053 803(1,277| 1,204)|1,334] 1,573 1,810{ 1,6684{ 1,602 1,671,558
Adotadus . 075] 028} 1,103 L 1:d) 1,360] 1,288 1,315 1,487 1,887 1,723 1,573| 1,084| 1,626
Perth .. <o JL20011,200) 1,2411 1244} 1,475! 1,406) 1 427} 1.6L7) 1 054} 1,051) 1,740 1,800] 1,720
Hobart .. < | DB} 935 004 1,177 1,430] 1,815] 1,365] 3,540 1,070] 1,848| 1,539 1,665] 1,540
Weightod Average® 045 955 1,000( 1,105] 1,307 1,295 1,345) 1,526/ 1,928 1,815( 1,027] 1,707 1,680

Group IIE—MELT.

JBydoey .. .. | 1,025 poa| 059 1,2801 1,778 2,164] 2,020 2,125/ 2,388/ 18281 1,400| 1,788/ 1,845
Me!bourne .| vor Leez| w2n 270l 1,800 1,935 1,063] 1,956) 2,414 1,072] 1,60112,020 1,058
Brishine .o oo | 10201 1024 93511180 1,540 1,647 1219 1,0905( 2,126] 1,719 12561 1 468/ 1,818
Adelnide . .| L221| Loge| 1.047| 1,502( 1,930] 2,070 2,160 2,187] 2,567 2.007| L8153 2 104) 2,222
Parth .o |usTs| Lt 1677] 13| 1,722] 1,012 1,708| 2,200| 2224 2,113 1,904] 2084} 2520
Holart .. oo | L225] 279 1,221 §,403] 1,789 2,274 2,427| 2,236) 2,845( 2,382( 2,128/ 2,545] 2,463
Welghted Average* L101| 1,074 1,000y 1,323] 1,781( 2,022| 1,002| 2,063| 2,390 1,084| 1,687| 1,0804| 1,082

g
droyrs 1., TE, axD IIL CoMBINEL.—F00D AND GROCERLES.
Sydnoy .. « | 817 038] 089 1,166/ 1,306 1,6401 1,549 1,783 2,143 1,803] 1,703| 1,820( £,732

Melbourue .. | oe3p 025 9353|1094 1,411)1,412] 1.4¢6| 1,620 2.056| 1,001| 1,844 1,802( 1,084
Brisbans ... «o | 965; 047 1,018] 1,078( 1,373] 1,406( 1,405| 1,762| 2,052 1,8L2] 1,608] 1,093] 1,490
Adelaide .. .- |uo2a) 51| 1020 1;215) 1487) 14451 1,584 1,719] £132] 1,006] 1.723] 1,8231 3,701
Perth .. | 1,184 L107] 1,346 1%2 1,483] 1,505 1,486] 1,772 2,050 1005] 1,770] 1,82 | 1,501
Hobart .. « oL 1Ok 1,058 1212 1/445] 1/344] 17035/ 1,748 2,162| 2,023 1,704| 1,863] 1,849
Welghted Avorage® o072 955| 1,000 1,144 1,416 L,472] 1,514 1,786] 2,101| 1,002 1,684] 1,808] 2,782

- Grove IV.—Movsisa (WEGHTED AVERAGE ALY, HOUBES).

Sydney .. . gsal o11| 1090 1,279| 1,220 1,215 1,252 1,280 1,415| 1,474 1,535 1,61 7| 1,887
N R B R R R e e
Trisbane ., . 4 M T B f f 2= 24
glaide 1 AL o 2] g e Vol e Lo e vl
Portl .- . 1 5 055 L 4
Hobart .. o1 67| ros| ses| o01d] 528) 651 950 1,184 1,573| 1,440] 1,a45] 1'0de| 1885
Weighted Average* 751 816 1,000 1,135} 1.031| 1008} L 143) 1,215 1,833| 1,404| 1,480{ 1,55)| 1,600

" ALG Groors CoupINED.—FooD, GRocuRIEs, ANp Bousixa,

Sydney .. .. | sos| ooe|t,031]1,200]1,323( 1,408| 1,427} 1,580( 1,847) 1,724] 1,634} 1,737| 1,714
Melbourna .o | 870] 875| 950[1,105] 1,297 1,294)1,340} 1,461 1,783] 1,7497: 1,625] 1,740 1 903
Brisbane .. .o | 7es| 704f 0150 0071162\ 1,181| 1,252} 1 442| 1,045} 1,511} L,442[1,510! 1,606
Adclolde .. 1 86| B94|1,068| 1 143| 1'259] ii245] 1,385| 1,408( 1.756| 1,853] L.574] 70| 1083
Parth .. .. 11,027 986] 1,126 1,143] 1,222] 1,248 1,230 1,420] 1,617] 1,609] L4053 1 558] 1,580
Hobart .. o1 soy| 886| 954|000 1,235 1,301] Lsse| 1,496 1837| 1,735[ 1,651{ 175¢ [ 1,773
Welghted Averago® 8207 807 1,000; 1,140| 1,275/ 1,318 1,302] 161G} 1,785{ 1.69711,600(1,700 | 1,082

Nols.—As Lo basis of indez-numbeors, see renvrrks on pagsr 17 1o 16,
* Ior all capital citics, -

1 Index-numbem for years 1902-13 are given in Labour Report No. 8, p. 28, aud for 1918 in Labour
TReport No. 14, p. 29.
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(it.) Groceries (18 Commodities)—The index-number for this group was
lower in 1924 than in 1923 in all the capital cities. The decrease
for all cities in 1924 compared with 1923 amouats to 6.8 per cent. ; compared
with 1911 there has been an incecass of 65.0 per cent. ; and compared with
1901 an increase of 80,9 per cent. The average cost n 1924 of the com-
modities ineluded was highest in Sydney and lowest in Melhourne.

() Dewry Produce (T Commodaties)—The index-numbers for this group
were lower for 1924 than for 1923 m all the capitals. The iodex-number
for all the cities in 1924 was 7.8 per cent, lower than in 1923, 63.0 per cent.
Ligher than in 1911, and 72.5 per cent. higher than in 1901, The average cost
in 1924 of the commodities was highest in Perth and lowest in
Hobart,

av) Meat (21 Culs or Jounts of Butcher's Mea)—"Tlhe index-numbers
for this group were higher in (924 than in 1923 in all the capital cities except
Melbourne. The index-number for all the cities in 1924 was 4.1 per cent.
higher than in 1923 ; 98.2 per cent. higher than in 1911, and 80.0 per cent.
higher than in 1901, The average cost for 1924 of the commodities neluded
was highest in Perth and lowest in Brishane. .

(v.) Food and Groceries (Groups 1., T1., and 111, combined)—The index-
numbers for this group show the aggregate effect of movements in prices
of commodities, apart from variations in house rent,  There was a decrease
in 1924 as compared with 1923 in all the citics except Perth. Taking the
weighted average for all the capitais, the prices of the 46 items of food and
groceries specified on page 26 were 4.0 per cent. lower in 1924 than in
1923, 73.2 per cent. higher tham in 1911, and 78,2 per cent. higher than
in 1901. The average cost of these ifeng for 1924 was highest in Perth
and lowaest in Melbourne.

(vi) Housing—Except in Adelaide—where rents remamed stationary
from 1901 to 1904, and fell in 1913—and in Perth—where they decreased
from 1903 to 1907, and again in 1908-9 and 1914—there was an increase
in house rents in each of the capitals from 1901 to 1914. The abnoxmal
situntion due to the war resulted in entirely changed conditions for the years
1915 to 1924,  For 1915 there was a decrease in the cost of housing iu all the
citios except Hobart, where there was & small inerease. In 1916 Melbourne
and Perth showed slight hiercases, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide slight
decreases, while the index-number for Hobart was the same for 1916 as for
1915. From 1917 to 1924, there wus an inecrease in all the cities with the
exception of Brisbane, which showed a slight decrease in 1924 ax compared
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with 1923. 'The index-nwmber for 1924 is 3.7 per cent. higher than for
1923, 60. 9 per cent. higher than for 1911, and 174. 2 per cent. higher than for
1901. The greatest increase since 190F has occurred in Brisbane (154, 5 per
cent.), follewed in the order named by Hebart (149.6 per cent.), Adelaide
(146. 6 per coent.), Melbourne (135.9' per cent.), Sydney (96.6 per eent), and'
Perth (41. 6 per cent.).

(vit.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined.—The weighted average
index-numbers for the combined oxpenditure upon these items show &
decrease of 1.1 per cent. in 1924 compared with 1923, an increase of 68,2
per cent. compared with 1911, and 91.1 per cent. compared with 1901. The
index-number was lower in 1904 than in any other year during the period
covered by these investigations. It rosc in 1905 and 1906, but fell in 1907
There was a substantial rise in 1908, followed by a slight decline in 1909
Further rises occurred in 141¢ and 1911, and again in 1912, when the increase
wag considerable (10. 1 per cent.). The index-number for 1913 was practically
the same as for 1912, but in 1914 there was a rise of 3, 2 per cént., in 1916
of 12,1 per cent., and ia 1916 of 3.6 per cent. The index-number for 1917
was 0.5 per cent. lower than for 1916, but in 1918 there was 2 rise of 3.3
per cent. The figure for 1919 showed a rise of 10.9 per cent., and there
was a further sharp rise of 18.2 per cent. for 1920, the highest recorded.
The index-number for 1921 showed a decline of 4.9 per cent. compared
with 1920, and that for 1922 was 5.7 per cent. less than the figure for 1921,
For. 1923 there was a rise of 6. 3 per cent. .on. the figure for 1922, while for 1924
the index-number wasg 1.1 per cent. lower than for 1923,

Compared with 1911, the base-year of the periad, the weightod average
price index-number showed an increase of 68,2 per cent. for 1924. From
1901 to 1912 inclusive, the index-number for Perth was higher than for eny
other capital city, except for the year 1909. From 1913 te 1920 the figure
for Sydney was the highest, and for 1921, 1922, 1923, and 1924 the index-
number for Hobart was higher than for any other capital city.

3 ¢, Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1920 to 1924.—The following tables give
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the guarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
housing. As explained on pp. 31 and 32 of Labour Report No. 6, these are
now computed to the same base as the index-numbere relating to the six
capital cities, which go back to the year 1901.
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Retail Price Index-Nambers 30 Towns, 192% o 1624 : Weichted Average of Six
Capital Citics in 1911 as Base* (= 1,000}

N.3.W.—INDBX-NUMBERS.

VICTORIA— TN O RX-N UMBRRS.

g & : . g s . - L
s | 3 51 B BB S ¢ 5| 2|2 |Zsd

8| & £l 32! 2 BEE 2| 2| 2| 2 |Es f-.'g

-4l = [
SIS E| B3 s 2R %685

Foop AND GROOBRIES—I0 COMMODETIES.
1020 . {248 {2,146 | 2,300 2,185 | 2,112 [2,158 [ 2,056 | 2,080 | 2,000 | 1,006 {2,035 | 2058
1021 - |s0a |1z | 228 |1i921 jriase |1omy | 10901 (1,012 (1380 [10932 | 1020 |10
1022 2| 1%03 (10708 | o7 (1601 [ 20632 | 17705 | 16es | 1654 | Led0 | 1,842 [1,601 |1lada
1023 rs20 [ 10835 | Tuon | Tess | 10766 | Usze | Ts0z | taws | Cree | 1757 [ 1750 | Y200
924 1738 | 17738 | 1/952 | 1767 | V)ea7 1 1,730 | Mssa [ 3,700 { 1,720 | 1,673 | 1)723 | 1667
1923 st Qir. | 1,708 | 1725 | 1851 | 1,734 | 1,848 J 1,713 | 1,037 | 1,038 | Le54 | 1,623 [1.581 | 1,887
ond ,, | 1826 [1.803 |1.976 |1.842 [1,74¢ | 1'52a [ 1,827 | 10778 |1/804 | 1,748 {1,745 [ 1820
sra . | 1000 [1061s |20se 1,059 | 10573 11/014 | 1030 | 010 | 1,908 | 1830 |[1mes 143
ath 7 [ 1sas [1e0s {Z0sz 1sea |1)s00 184 | 1706 [ 1837 (Vg1 [1i708 |1jmu0 [1i708
1924 1av Qer, | L7se | 1,810 { 2,007 | 1,810 | 1,705 | 1,701 { 1,728 | 1,753 | 1,738 | 1,706 | L,762 | 1,720
2nd ,, 735 [ 1,788 | 1,027 P 1,601 | L,G62 | 942 | 1,604 | 1,715 | L.75G | 1,633 | 1,744 | 1,607
Sed D §Lees | 1717 | 1035 | 0718 [ LLei3 | L7vz | 1662 | 1,676 | L7260 | 1,687 | 1,711 | 11666
ath 7 [ 17is {1,705 | roaa | t7sd [1eol | 1,710 | 1655 | 1072 | 1,683 | 1ie1e | 13675 [ 1,654
34
Sanuary . | 1,208 | 1,864 | 2,084 | 1,830 V1,708 [ 1,807 | 1,048 | 1,760 | e | 1res [ 1758 1 7es
Febrnary 1,774 | 1,807 | 2,010 | 1,803 | 1,7 1,783 | 1,734 11,740 | 1,750 °) 1,712 | 1,762 | 1,784
N 1765 | 1,708 [ 008 [ 1,615 | 1i6vo | x77s | 11707 | 3,7¢¢ | 11760 | 1inst | 1767 | 1o
April 1,780 | 1,752 | Tac0 [ 1,705 | 10660 | 11745 | 1704 [ 1734 [ 1i7a7 { 10683 | 1ra2 | 1706
May 1757 | 177t | tioBo | a)81e | 1708 [ 13763 | 11302 | 1719 | 1,770 { 10604 | 1,761 | 17705
Junie 1500 | 1744 | vobs | 1i7es | Tiess | 1iria | 2leme | Ueon | 1roo | a7z [ L72s | Doao
Juiy 1711 | Vi72a | xjosa | 1,72c | Xiees [ 10717 | 1670 | 1i60n | 1,758 { 1681 ( 1,721 | 17883
Angunt 10708 | 1700 { 1'oas | 1,715 f 1,007 | 1,710 | 1i056 | 1jees | 10710 | 1ia00 § 1le72 | 1lean
Septemher ] 1,671 | 1,714 {15026 | 1712 | 1504 | 10681 | 10652 | 1674 | Ligvs | 1oe1 | 1,717 | 16ke
Ortober 1eaz [17me | 12022 {1,719 {1)608 [ 2,602 | 1646 | 1,680 | 1,655 | 17651 | 1,677 | 1748
November 1745 | 1,708 | 1948 | 1,731 | 1j508 | 1737 | Leas | 1676 | 10678 | 160¢ | 13676 | 1097
Docember 17720 | 10606 | 17047 | 10732 {20607 | 1,228 | 1,078 | 10672 { 1075 | tie2¢ | 1072 ['Lle7s
HOURING—(ALL HOUSES).
1020 L416 1,221 | 731 {1,387 | oon | 1,808 | 1405 | s10 | s50 1000 (1073 |1,310
1921 b7 (1) 791 | 1,369 Taig |vs0z | o911 | 93s f1i158 (1161 | 17408
1022 1535 [1'a1s | 731 | 1308 | o4n |La7e |Us07 | 979 1002 [rzoe (1207 (1404
1623 C sz |Usan ) ge0 {Uss | aas | 10566 | 30052 | 1,095 | Loes | 10 [ T301 | Felo
1934 1687 | 1,406 | 204 | 1,686 | 1,076 | 1,636 | 1,729 | 1,083 | £,080 | 1,347 | 323 [ 1)661
1929 1ot Qir. | 1585 | 1,351 [ 781 | L,5OT | 0L | 1,638 | 1,440 | 3,007 | 1,057 | 1,92 | 1284 |1,880
ond .. | 127 |1348 | 7e6 i1620 | 09x L1576 J1.67L [ 1074 [ 070 | 1352 | 1404 [1'810
sed . |tezs |1bas | 751 §Esas | ova [17575 {1ios0 1tlo7o | L0o6 [ 1332 | 1314 [1eir
ith o 6zb |1,8a7 | 752 1,638 | 208 [1)577 k1’608 [ 17070 | Lose | 1532 | 10324 | 10088
o2 st Qtr. | 1,658 [ 1,402 [ 785 | 1,632 | wos | raod | 1,702 (1,100 [ 1,000 [ 2000 | 0,324 [ 1,888
and -, | 1688 |02 | 705 [ 1671 | 1,104 [E035 | 1725 | Drrs | 1o | D30t | U320 1658
srd o | tooo 11406 | s1s [208%6 | 1100 | tods | 1730 | ete7 | Uaae | Uaad | 10382 | el
ah 2 3 are | Ags | Loze | 6100 | aess | 1718 [ 100w {10038 § 1545 | 10321 | 10678
Foon, GROCRRIES, ARD HAUSING,

1900 .. | Lat7 | 1,706 | 1,712 | 1,896 | 1,615 | 1,831 | 1,738 F1,558 | 1,835 | 1,628 §1,6e0 | 1,747

1221 o bLved {vesn 1,554 | DGod [ 10403 1709 | L7ar |50z | naee (1012 (1604 |18
1092 o Bvess t16as b1ises L1Usm | 10852 | 1810 | U2 110376 | 1sad 10474 I 10433 | 1683
Lol U LE3T (10637 [ Tase [ 10750 | Yatn § Brio [ s [ 1498 | 10495 [ 1652 [ 1,506 | 1722
12 | Una | 1ees | 1282 | 1,726 | varz | vieos | f,763 | ta50 | 1,496 | 10639 | 1559 § 1676
1923 1at Qtr. | 1.458 J 1,671 | 1,30t | 1,641 |1,978 | 1,041 | 1,638 | 1,403 | 1,400 460 L1604
ond ., 10744 [10610 [10a70 | 17981 (1435 [1i7ea | 17765 [ 10488 102 | U877 (10664 {1784
ard | 1793 j1.082 |Li6a7 | 1786 | 10614 | 177 | 1up {10674 11562 10642 | 17638 1800
4th .. 11762 {1,675 [1,535 | 2742 {170 (1,787 | 1,756 {1,525 {1,608 | 1607 | 2,620 {2732
1024 1st Qtr, | 1,720 | 1,648 [ 1,511 | 1,743 | 1,414 | 1,714 | 1,717 | 1,480 | 1,464 | 1,057 | 1,682 | 1,602
ond ,, | 1715 | 161l | 1162 | £74n {1,433 | Toaos | 1707 | tias0 [ 1462 [ 10544 | 10573 [ 1est
» | 1ie0s | 1)680 | 1475 | 1,701 | 1,405 | 1670 | 160 [ 1442 § 1445 [ Ti50 | 1851 [ 1068
ath o | 1713 | 10586 [ 1,450 1708 | 1805 }1le04 | 162 | 1,436 | roa16 hr'sos 10520 | 1066e

* 300 seplanatory nots at head of page 18,
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Hetail Price Index-Nombers 30 Towns 1920 to 1924 : Woeighted Average of Six
Capital Cities in 1911 as Base* (= 1,000)- continucd.

OUEENILANDP—T YLEX-NUMBERT, S0UTII ADETRALL-—TNDEX-NUMBERS,
S g E .| 2
i " R . 8. = . R
S| B8 |ssl £ 1368| & agEl £ 3| 9|3y
z £ | 5 £51 & 1528 g a2 s | u¥|%
m 2 =R & FIRE-£E 3 b EE- -
Bl 3 1R81838) £ 838] = gl &1 £ | 35|85
g2l 23 Ba| ® 2xd| = e = | £2 1 Ban
Toolr AP GROCKRIES: (46 COMMODITIRS}
1020 Lo 12652 | Love 2007 2,158 (2045 | 2,055 [ 2,192 | 2,080 [2000 | Lo | 2002 |22
121 1.812 | 1,714 |1834 {1,001 | 1317 | 4,812 | 1906 | 1,013 j1.080 |1,852 | 1,054 | 1,000
1022 . 1,008 {1550 11,616 | LGDR ( 1570 | 1L.60D | 1,723 [ L7100 [ 1,725 | 1,026 | 17582 | 1,924
g8 T LA [ 178 | LRI L1 asr | Lon | R2a | 15Ty [ rren f T | LR | s
1924 1,820 1 1,500 | 1,679 | 1,641 | 1,625 | 1,686 | 1,791 | 1,755 | 1,820 | 1,692 | 1,917 | 1,790
1023 1st Gr, 10615 1507 1068 11708 (1,500 11618 1,704 | 1,713 | 1,688 (1,620 |1.758 | 3,703
o ' 1,677 [1.640 | L701 {1708 [1.65L [ 1,680 [ 1,847 | 1,708 11,802 | 1,763 | L.846 1,542
Sed .. 1720 L7360 {1,788 1 1680 V1,700 | 1.730 [ 1,803 |1,600 | 1,365 | 1,50t [ 6,808 [ 1,686
stho,, |1Tse 11gTe [ s {1000 {1re |17 a8 e L ass |, 1,810 | 1,846
14 1st Qur, | 175 Paoase r LTI ] E01d [ LL5bd | 95 N 1,813 1 1,775 | 1,820 | Laet | 1,758 | 1,388
sng ., [ 1630 | 1,580 11,678 | 1,825 | 1608 | 1,678 § 1,820 | 1,781 | 0,822 | 1,603 | 1,704 | 1,822
drd 1,672 j 1,578 11,660 L1822 L1505 1oy Y1760 L 1,7ua s L1 g | 10844 1 1 7
b, LGGE | 1,540 | 1,846 [ 1,805 | 1,580 [ 1,646 | 1,73 | L502 | 0L812 | 1,680 | L&V | 1,737
1Py
Jnnuary 1,600 | 1,764 | 1,706 F 1,048 {3,778 [ 1,805 { 1,847 {3,708 {1,820 [ 1,517 § 1,740 | 1,890
Febiruacy 1,740 | 1,658 | L7300 | 1050 [ 1,600 ] 17340 { 1,240 { 1,778 | 1,825 ;1,67 15,736 | 1L&%0
Mureh 1,721 | 1,045 | 1,788 11,854 {1,003 | 1,719 § 1,842 { 1763 | 1,810 | 1,686 | 1,597 [ 1,330
Aprit . )67 1580 11674 ) LLR1G 1,000 § 1,670 § 0,821 | 1,78 | 1,ALE | 1,080 | 1774 110817
oy L FBes 1605 | Lees | 1820 | 1,028 {1,650 { 0,833 | 2,805 | L,Ew | 1700 | 1,595 § 1,820
June o ] LGYE FLLATS (1676 | 1823 11600 | LOGH | 1E23 | 1.TaE | LE10 | 1,601 | 1,810 | LB
July 1,672 | 1,578 | 1,600 | 1,B32 [ 1500 | 1,667 | 1,81% | L7aa | 1,542 | 003 | 1,800 | 1,808
Anguzt 1,664 | 1,667 | 1,600 §1,322 1 1505 | 1650 | L7386 | 1,742 | LE1G | 5,706 { 1,830 | 1,740
deptember .. | 1,681 | 1,580 11,663 {1,802 ] 1001 f1,675 | 1,V | 1,700 | 1,820 | 1,700 { 1833 | 1,780
Ootober 1,673 | 175 | 1Leny | LAL4 | 1.5l | 1608 | 1.Ved | 3,520 | 3,412 | 1,680 | 1,830 | 1,50
November .. | L.G+T | L5636 [ 1,851 | 1,800 | 1,681 [ L6103 § 1,732 | 1,722 | 1,700 | 1687 | 1,87 | 1,705
Decembe 1L,6%2 11527 [ 1,619 | 1,700 | 1572 | 0827 | L7456 | 1750 | 1,827 | 1,673 | 1,861 | 1,540
HRovsING {ALL Housks),
1920 . 1,061 L) 826 sl 284 095 | 1214 820 Y6l 40 o1l | 1,163
1921 . 1,070 11023 8356 786 066 037 11289 847 402 708 037 | 1,226
1922 L 1.200 967 870 N 054 11,107 | 1,360 a5 038 750 924 |1.287
1985 1,847 b1 063 | BRR {771 11057 11,088 | 1450 [ 285 | 045 | 50 ] 072 | 1,904
12 1,242 | 1478 | 9% | BO2 {1,186 1,190 | 1,551 | A48 | BE2 | v81 | 1,187 | 1,487
1928 1eb Qtr. | 1,247 | 1,172 74 | 6T {1,050 11,087 | 1487 | 801} MO | Y60 | 020 | 1,38
' 1,247 11,167 87¢ 767 L1060 {1,187 | L4460 R92 ki3 760 050 | 1,402
5, 1,247 | L167 803 767 11,056 11,185 | 1,453 382 M1 760 [ L004 | 3,402
4th ;| 1240 (1,168 { B9y | %85 {1,080 |1,100 | 1,458 | 896 | 958 | 759 |1,004 |1,402
1024 1st Qtr 1.241 | 1,168 s 3 | 1,056 § 1,187 | 1,403 848 " 46 | 1,107 11,410
ana o, 1,292 |2,083 | o020 | 808 | 1,180 {1,197 F1.a%5 | €53 | wuse | 780 | 1,170 § 1,508
sed ., 1,241 [ 1,140 | 020 | 206 [ 1,218 J1a80 [asvs | 846 | ov6 | 776 L1%E | 1,511
#ho, f1,2e3 (1213 ] o 708 | 1,238 | 1,106 [ 1,583 | 845 | 020 s03 [1.%00 1,518
Foop, GRODERIEZ AND HOUSING
1620 .. | 1,645 | 1,576 | 1,657 | 1,667 | 1,668 1,810 | 1,756 | 1,571 1,680 [ 1,408 [1,607 | 1,728
1921 . 1,611 | 1488 | 1484 11,423 |1468 | 1,486 | 1,653 | 1470 | 1,625 ;1418 [1,630 | 1,628
1022 . | 442 | 1,317 1,812 | 1,812 |1,822 | 1,403 | 1,674 | 1,859 | 2,401 [ 1,270 {1,418 |1 643
1925 A 1510 | 00 | 1,387 [ 1,902 | 1922 [ ta0 | 15650 | 10401 (1464 | 15345 [ 2,460 | 1645
1824 1,508 | 1,427 | 1,268 | 1,414 | 2,426 | 1,483 | 1,693 | £,382 [ 1,467 | 1,318 | 1,650 | 686
1923 1st Qtr, 1,404 | 1,205 |1, 1,273 11,441 | 1,600 | 1,378 | 1,381 [3.271 (1,414 | 1,571
2nd 1,600 | 1,440 | 1,361 | 1,876 | 1,406 | 1,477 [ 1, 1,426 | 1,447 [1,344 [ 1,471 | 1,864
ged ) 1,526 (1,502 | 1,408 1,411 |1,445 [1,507 | 1,714 | 1,423 1,486 | 1,802 | 1476 |1.687
ith ,, 1,540 | 1,624 | 1445 1,446 [ 1407 1,033 | 1,088 | 1,415 | £,602 [ 1,392 {1,470 | 1,084
1924 1at Qtr. | 1,545 | 1,474 | 1,508 | 1,455 | 1,448 | 3,521 | 1,000 | 1,304 | 1,455 1,811 11,400 | 1,062
2 - , 1,422 | 1,867 [ 1405 [ 1482 | 1,477 | 1,723 | 1,400 | 1,484 | 1,318 | 1,537 | 1,600
gl 1,495 11,402 | 1,956 {1,405 §1.425 | 1,471 | 1,085 | 1,352 | 1,475 | 1,320 | 1,578 | 1,66
ath .. | 1,488 {1,410 | 1,851 | 1,802 | 1,470 {1,461 | 1,673 | 1,567 | 1,470 [ 1,321 | 2,606 | 1,847

-

Hee note at kead of page 13



Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns 1920 to 1924 : Weighted Average of Six Cspital

RETAIL PRICES—FOOD, GROUERIES, AND RRENWT,

Cities in 1911 as Base} {= 1,000)—rantinwuad,

23

WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS, TASMANLL—INDEX-NUMBRDS. 5‘3‘ §

s

E S8 HH
& * s g k:: ] I il eyt
= Fal e . 5= TeEw
‘ 5 £ 1%5 ) ¢ 3| w1 21 3 |3s8| 22 |2s2
i1 8 2 F|98<) 2| E| £ | § |BEE| 8% |=°8

AF o K3 Lo [
EVE| B A &[22 s 8y a a5 |2aa]EE5E

FooD AKD GROCERIES (16 COMMODITIES).
1920 .. |zo50 {2302 | .. 2085 [zor |o08 | 2062|2008 ] .. | .. (2140|2140 [2.001 | 2,008
1921 L9056 | 2,207 b {2,029 12,017 | 2,042 ) 2025 [1,934 .. o | 2.068 (2000 | 1,902 | 1,911
1922 oo | 1,776 | 1,895 Ve LB56 | 1,840 | 1,828 [ 1,794 [ 1,500 .. .. 1,842 | 1,774 | 1,684 | 1,688
1923 1a2s | 2100 | 1,062 | 1340 | Unig | 1,360 | 1ises | ezo | Laks | i,865 | 02053 | U251 | 4,605 | 1,808
1924 1,891 | 2,122 | 1,996 | 1,940 | 1,983 | 1,%18 | 1,849 | 1,836 | 1,879 | 1,864 | 2,014 | 1,853 | £, 732 | 1,738
1828 1st Qtr. | L,787 I:,QQG 1,588 (1,740 (1,874 (1,77 2,772 (1707 (1,717 (1,731 {1,828 | 1,753 | 1,680 | 1,084
g, 1,00 [ 2,178 | 2,003 | 1,014 | 1,049 | 1,950 { 1,859 | 1,776 |1,862 | 1,843 |1,909 {1,837 | 1,823 | 1,822
grd o, t, 2,140 | 2,025 | 1,587 |1.93¢ | 1,800 | 1,912 |1.506 | 1,068 | 1,931 [2,017 | 1,915 | 1,901 | 1,901
17 T, 1,788 | 2080 | 1,901 | 1300 | LB12 | 1,825 | 1,004 | 1,808 (1,034 {1,015 |2.056 | 1,911 | 1,816 | 1,826
022 16t Qor | Lad | 2,120 | Lot [ 1860 | 1oso [ xuon | 1,995 | 2,504 | 5990 | 1,862 2081 {1,801 | 1,778 | 1,782
and | g0z 120030 L 00 | 1,000 | oz | 12 | Taer [ 1asa | Tort [ 1ie72 2001 | 10867 | 137a0 | 1i740
srd 2 | peoz {205 F Loos | 1,988 [ 2042 { 1090  Lsas | 1830 | Lues | 1,801 | 2o1e | 1,880 | 1,706 | 1118
st 1 [ aees L2005 | e2e | Uosa [ o7 [1jeze | nreg { Uree [ Trie {1820 | 2014 { 1,506 | 1105 | 1,709
102+,
Jamuary 1,845 | 2,073 | 1,018 | 1,821 | 1,031 V11,874 | 1896 | 2,270 | 1,050 | 1,873 | 2,061 | 1,805 | 1,796 | 1,802
Vebrunry .. | 1876 | 2125 1 1933 [ 1,837 | 1095 | 1,008 | Isez | Laeo | toa7 | 1,862 | 2,034 | 17887 | w775 | 1,780
March .. | Udos | Zxe1 | tlosd | Leas | 1ne1 | 1026 | Lisus (1,863 | 1,053 | 11851 | 1090 | 1i800 | ;762 | 1)76e
April . 11,855 | 5,035 1,064 11,923 | 1,805 | 1,880 | 1,856 | 1,898 § 1,086 | 1,872 | 1,085 | 1,862 | 1,741 | 1,746
May S| s | 2l5a7 [ 1075 000 | 1ez7 | oz | nste | aevs [ 1,031 | nae [2lo1s | 1sen | rsa ) 1)75e
Tung 2 %90 235 [ 2026 [2010 | 22008 [ 1956 | 1846 | Lisdr [ 1,885 | 1,806 § 2,006 | 1,358 | 1,725 | 1,732
July o) Usas 2115 | 1066 [ 1005 | Tove | 1015 | Ladn [ 1,822 | 1,596 | 17370 | Looo § 11585 | 1722 | 1,328
Ancust . Lok6 {2,122 11,033 | 1,000 | 2,008 | 1,943 | 1,848 | 1,837 | 1,005 | 1,013 | 2,020 | 1,857 | 1,705 | 1,713
Soptember .. | 1007 | 2.009 ] 1523 | 1071 | 2001 [ 1,031 ] 13841 [ 10851 | 1,855 | Lasd | 2lo27 | 1sas | 1682 | 4,700 |
Ortober 1g0d | 2lon7 [ 1076% [ 10078 | Zwae 10027 | 1iss1 | 1e1s | 17ee | 1841 | 2j0s5 | 1ass | 1,603 | 1)700
Novembor . | 10892 | 213¢ | 1.824 | 1oL | 2,021 | 1;020 | 10784 | 2)705 | 10770 | 10834 | 2i011 | 1707 | 1708 | 9,710
Doecember .. | 1880 | 2012 | 10648 | 1,921 | 1iovo | 1014 [ 1770 | 10776 | 5760 | 1)812 [ 200s [ 11788 | 1mis | #1718
MoosiNg (ALL HOUSES)
1020 .. 96 851 ve 610 976 044 | 1,378 | 1,096 s .. 610 | 1,143 | 1,333 | 1,251
1821 + | 1,058 843 “ 710 2 092 | 1,440 | 1,149 ‘e ‘. §22 | 1,198 | 1,409 | 1,317
1922 L 1 L002 828 e 226 926 | 1,020 | 1,445 [ 1,206 ‘e s 622 | 1,240 | 1,480 | 1,386
1023 Dl ose | &3 ser | wrs |nozr | 1ieo2 | 1aes |10 {1,582 | eex | Cesr | 1851 | thage
1924 o113 | TEE a5 #04 487 | 1,086 | 1,665 | 1,420 ] 1,377 { 1,416 §22 | 1,531 ] 1,809 | 1,542
1423 1st. OQtr. | 1,119 sad 823 893 921 | 1,072 | 1,520 |[1,39% 1,200 | 1,353 622 | 1,438 | 1,619 | 1,482
oend o | 1129 | so3 | =38 | ser [Lois [Lesz | nlexs 1306 117200 1878 | 622 | a0s | 1'6a1 | 17ase
3, 1,122 816 B33 267 986 | 1,078 | 1,628 [1,305 | 1,209 | 1,400 622 | 1,504 | 1,658 ] 1,498
atn 7 l1ize | s17| 833! ooo | 988 |1080 | Lsts |17395 | 1308 |10 | €22 | 1515 | 1sée { v'503
1924 1t Qtr, | 1,127 056 | S8G | 088 | L,08L § 1,663 | L417 | 1,361 | 1,402 | 622 | 1,584 | 1,577 | 1,515
2nd 1,128 T g 900 983 1,051 |1, 1,421 § 1,209 | 1,410 622 | 1,535 | 1,610 | 1,544
nd o | T2z | Fro 021 | 905 | 98s [tosL 1667 | 10422 |1sss [ 10434 | e22 | 1533 | 1610 | 1'5s53
wn o Frase ] owar |woze| oop | o085 | 10102 | 1877 [10a22 (10308 [1la00 | o2z | 1545 | 1630 | 1862
FonD, GROOERIES, AND HoUSING,

1020 o luer (706 | L. |14 |nez fae2r |vesr lueee | L. L .. {usen 01,784 |1,788 [ 1,752
1921 oo | teoo 1tesr [ LD [vas7 [uses [1v13 | 1788 |1ez | T | 1D |1.4es [1ls71 |10ee7 | 1lees
1922 . 1,405 | 1,515 e 1,432 | 1,465 (1,496 | 1651 | 1,530 .. . 1,341 | 1,567 | 1,600 [ 1,564
1028 U538 1570 | 1,30y [ 0452 | 2582 | Usan | 1756 | 1645 | 1,644 [ 1,601 | Ea0s | D504 | 1760 | 1617
1824 1,580 | 1,573 { 1,533 | 1,514 | 1,575 | 1,676 | 1,773 | 1,668 | 1,673 | 1680 { 1,444 | 1723 | 17652 | 168
1023 15t Qtr. | 1,483 | 1,607 | 1,483 | 1,308 | 1,482 | 1,483 | 1,670 | 1,678 {1,545 | 1,576 | 1,332 | 1,623 17,612 § 1,593
2nd ,, 1,505 | 1,613 | 1,524 | L4068 |L584 | 1,603 11,750 | 1,620 | 1,831 | 1,850 | 1,380 | 1,807 Jv, 711 | 1,686
© 3rd 7 fa's50 p1i601 | 1587 17480 | 1,548 | 11561 § 1,706 | 1600 | 1.098 | 1713 [ 11444 | 1748 4,760 | £.735
ath 1,618 {1,562 | 1a00 | 1,435 |1,633 (1,609 11708 | 1,000 | 1,706 | 1,703 | 1467 | 1,748 | 3,113 | 1,893
1924 1st Qur, | 1,607 | 1,577 | 1,508 [ 1,400 | 1,543 | 1,564 | 1,800 | 1,681 | 1,702 | 1,673 | 1452 1,744 {1,008 | 1,672
2l ,, 1,578 | 1,580 | L5706 | 1,534 | 1,550 [ 1576 | L,7vd | 1,676 | 1,662 | 1,086 31,424 | 1,730 | 4,686 | 1,663
a0 | 10524 | 10568 | 15z [ 1545 | 1,600 | 10581 | 1,706 | 1602 | 1ieso ! 1,703 Fiaes | 17720 | 1)eva | 10508
4th 1,690 | 1,560 | 1,404 11,618 { 1,509 | 1,584 | 2,740 | 1,642 | 1,617 [ 1,657 [ L4d T [ 1,608 [ 1,676 [ 1,649

@ Tha Towns of
Northam (W.A.), Burole {Tas.), and Devonport (Tas.),

Mitland Juuction (W.A.}, Zechan (Taa), and Beaconsfield (Tas.), were roplaced ln 1928 by
t Seo note at hawd of page 14,
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fia 90 far as they telate to the capital cities the index:numbers o these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the
rédpective groups, and where they relate to the same period aze identical
in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 1911 ia in each
cass made equal to 1,000.

The fust columns in each of the tables abowe refer to the weighted average
for the 30 towns. The method of computing these weighted average index-
nuinbefs is explained in Report No. 1, page 35. The population weights
used in the computations for 1923 and subsequent years were as follows :—

Population Weights Used for Different Towms.

I L}
AW vi. Qland nA | WA ! Tag,

i

|
o | < - < g1 &
Powh, | B Yown 51 Fown, 2L Tewn 21 Town X Tawm 5=
T | S ] 3] T kK ]
£ | e & & B
Sydney .. | 800Melbonme | 768 Brislang SilAddcldde 256 Puril, ote, | 153N0bart LS
Newenstle | S4lBaMarat .. 26T wonmba 21 Kading,ote 13 Kalelicete]  P0Lannceston) 24
Sseoken UL T 268f Rendlzo | A Rocklwnn | 2411, Dire M orllam 4Tniindé ., %
Goulbnm 13 Helony . 52|Chrta Twea QIME Garnb 4 Bunbury 4Devonpoit | B
athixst { N Wnambo S Warwick Gill’utt:rbor‘gh 1 E’Il}cm!dtorl dEQu'ccust‘wn a

The weights used arc bascd un the 1921 Census popuwlations, and répre-
sant the aetual populations at that date to the nenrast 1,000.

7. Relative Refail Prices, 30 Towns, with Houses of Various Sizes,
1924.—(i.) General—The figures in the next table represent the relative index-
numbers for 1924 for the 30 towns in respect'of which particulars are regularly
collected, and show the difierent results obtained by taking into aconunt
hous of various sizes, These index-numbers are comparable in all respeots.
The firgt column gives the relative cxpenditure on groceries and food ; the
gécond, third, fourth, and fifth columns show expenditure on liousing for
houses of four, five, and six rooms, and for all houses respectively ;
while ‘the remaining columns relate to food and groceries combined with
housing.
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1923 ~Rlative Index~-Numbers, 30 Towns, Food aud Groceries and Housing compared
with Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Rent (all Houses) in the
Six Capital Cities in 1911 as Base (= 1,000).

Tows,

NEw S0UTI WALES—

Aydney
eweaatlo .
Broken HUOM™ .,
Uoulburn ..
Bathurst .-

Welghted Average

2.
Warmambool , ,
Weighted Average

QUEBRSLAND—
Iuitre: .
Thowoomba .,

Welghted Average

SOUTH. AUSTRALIA—
Adalaide ..
Hadlon, obe. ..
Port. Pirie* .
ME. Gambier |
Peterborongh

Welghted Avernge

WESTERN AUSTRATIA—

Portdy, pte, ..
ICalgdorlie, ote.
Northuam
Bunbuory
Geraldton

Welghted Avernge
Tatmart—

Ho bart
Lawnceston
Burnle
Devonport
Quecnstewn

Welghted Average

Welghted.  Awerage,

Capital Cites

Welghted  Avem
'I'grms. nustraitge

Food
a and | —
rocer-i ;.
Four-
Jes. roomed
Housea.
w1 LG2Q 32
‘e 1,050 441
‘e 1,151 3
.| nod 05
. 079 313
L0%4 517
. 092 a0l
<o P 1,004 2RE
. 1,018 Rtk
e V86 378
o | LOLS 388
904 471
it
. g 33L
. M3 293
‘e 980 | 2
b LOBY 257
. 957 338
. M3 318
‘e 1,055 485
. L0353 247
.. | Lo 332
. 907 232
. 1,070 388 |
B 1,054 466
1,114 03
. 1,250 329
loviee 409
1,143 $67
+ | 1,168 440
- | 1,130 307
«. | LO8Y 488
| noes 337
v 1,107 434
<o | 1,008 443
va L1388 263
A R 147
& r
| 1020, a8
kL] |
466

JIOUBING,
Five- | S8ix-
toonted |sooTaed
Houses, Houses. |
O 56

500 L
473 446
, 634 7T
I 418 al4

L N (i

|

832 815
b 400 400

3 511

HOL 843

5I1 022

008 782
450 573

307 449

03 387

340 435

411 48L

430 A4d

§12 )

359 427

413 47

313 103

4658 576

589 723
' 4048 555

304 461

523 671

400 803

520 658
| 480 70

655 817

853 59

BT 707

557 87%

842 368

/07 7h7

614 T6% |

592 134{

L}

l All
Howses,

684
584
508
582
250

631

662

631

t
1}
|
l Four-
rotmed
Honser

l 1,506
II +,4%0

RENT 07—

Five- | Blx-
ranimed | rgomed
Houges. /Hausea,
1,476 { 1,E08
1,620 | 1,771
1,524 | L5OT
1,085 | 1,518
1,388 | 1,484
1,464 | 1,798
1,624 | 1,807
1,404 | T4
1,408 | 1,620
1,480 | 1,633
1,526 | 1,837
L0062 | 1,770
L4£7 1 1,508
30 | 1,442
1,202 1,3m
1430 | 1,519
1,308 | 1,438
Le2d | 1,63%

I
1,647 | 1,813
1,864 | 1,402
1,485 | 1,540
13100 | 1,900
1,683 | 1,84¢
1,848 | 1,732
1,810 | 1,809
1844 | 1,791
1,052 | 1,500
1,003 | 1,744
1,680 | 1,827
1,008 f 1,706
1,741 | 1,808
1,634 i
1,684 | 1,514
1,656 | L7797
1,530 | 1,556
1,600 ( 1,849
| 163 | i
1,018. | R153
1

=

Fi0D, GROTEILIES, AND

Ail

Haouses,

1,714
1,605
1,432
1,725
418

1,65

1,704
1,45%
1,446
1,580
1,669

L
1,075

1,00
1,427
1,368
1,414
La30

1,483

1,070

1,773
1,600
1,673
1,680
1,444

1,73

A 1,682

1,058

* 8¢0 Temarks on page 27 with referenee to houss renta,
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The rent for all houses is obtained separately for each of the 30 towns
by weighting the rent paid for each class of house by the number of houses in
each class in each town. When houses of one particalar size only are included,
different reselts are obtained.

The figures in the last four columns give expendituce on feod and groceries
combined with expeaditure on rent, for each of the three classes of houses
and also for all houses, '

Expenditure in each town for food, groceries, and housing was multiplied
by a number representing the population of the town, and a weighted result
for all towns was thus computed. The weights used are given on page 24
The relative expenditure in each town for (a) food and groceries, (b} housing,
and (¢) food, groceries, and housing combined, is shown, the base being the
weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911 = 1,000,
Therefore, in each horizontal line the sum of the index-number for food and
groceries and that for rent is equal to the index-number for food, groceries, and
housing combined, taking the corresponding house-rent group.  The items in
the table are comparable in all respects, and in addition show the proportionate
cost of food and groceries and of housing. For exampie, taking the last
fine in the table, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food,
groceries, and housing being £1,658, the expenditure on food and grocerices
alone is £1,024 (Ist column), and the average vental £634 (5th column), the
sum of the two latter amounts being £1,668. Agpain, if it Le desired to asecr-
tain the relative expenditure for food and grocerics and rent of four-roomed
houses, it will be found that the figures are £1,024 and £466, which, together,
amount to £1,490 (6th column). In addition to showing the relative cost
of food and groceries and house rent {for different classes of houses) in each
town individually, the table aleo furnishes comparisons as to the relative
cost of these items as between the several towns. Thus, iaking food and
groceries only (Ist column), commodities which would cost £1,020 in Sydney
can be purchased for £992 in Melbourne, or £1,055 in Adelaide. Again,
taking the combined expenditure on food, groceries, and house rent for hounscs
of five rooms (7th column), an expenditurc of £1,624 in Melbourne is equivalent
to £1,675 in Sydney, £1,667 in Adelaide, £1,644 in Kalgoorlie, or £1,68¢ in .
Qeraldton.

The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for comparisons
between any of the towns included. Thus, if the average weekly rentul
of fiveroomed houses in Melbourne is 24s. 0d, and the avorage rental
of similar houses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourne must be
multiplied by the index-number for five-roomed houses in Bendigo and
divided by the index-number for Melbourne (3rd colamn); 24s. 0d. x %

== I4s. 9d.
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(i) Food and Groceries—The weighted average of the five towns wag
below the weighted average for all towns for 1923 in Victoria and Queensland,
and ahove it in the other States. The most expensive towns are Kalgoorlie,
in Western Australia, and Queenstown in Tasmania ; Kalgoorlie being

22,1 per cent, and Queenstown 16.0 per cent. above the weighted
average for all towns,

(it} Housing,—For four-roomed houses, Sydney, Melbourne, and Hobart
are the most cxpensive towns. For five-roomed houses, Hobart, Sydney,
and Melhourne are dearest, while six-roomed houses are dearest in Flobart,
Mclbourane, and Sydney. Taking all houses, Molbourne, Sydney, and Hobart'
are the most expensive, while Queenstown and Broken Hill are the cheapest
towns,

For some time after the outbreak of war a number of houses in Broken
Hill and Port Pirie were oceupied at purcly nominal or reduced rentals by
families in which the wage-earner was out of employment, and it was not
until the latter half of 1916 that normal conditions were resumed. Tn 1919,
1920, and 1921 industrial troubles in Broken Hil brought about similar condi-
tions to those in 1914-15. For some years, therefore, the average rents
in these Lowns have heen computed in accordance with special investigations
quarterly.

(iv]) Food and Grocerics and Housing combined.—The last colunm in
the foregoing table shows the relative cost of commodilies and housing ac-
commodation for all houses in each town during 1923. The average cost
wos greatest in Hobart, followed by Sydney and Melbourne. The index-
vumber for Hobart was 6.9 per cent., Sydney 3. 4 per cent,, and Melbourne
2.7 per cent. above the weighted average cost for all towns. The cost was
least in Mt. Gambier,

8. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In the next
table the average cost for the six capital cities in the year 1911 has been
taken as hase = 20s, The figures measure the variations in the cost of the
regimen referred to on page 15 from year to year in each city separately
(in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in each year
{in the horizontal lines). Thus, 20s. 7d. in Sydney in 1911 was equivalent
to 18s 4d. in Brisbane, or 19s. 1d. in Hobart, while 33¢. 11d. in Melbourne
for the last quarter of 1924 was cquivalent to 15s. 5d. in Brishane in 1901,
or 22s. 6d. in Perth in 1911.
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Ratail Pﬁaés—nmaunts necessary or the Average in each Year specified from 1801 to
1022 o purchase in each Capital City what wonld have cost on the average £1 in
1911 in the Capitals rezarded as a whole.

) Weighted
‘Year. { 8ydney. | Malbme. |dfrishbane, | Adetndde, | Perth. | Hohbart, | Avomgeof @
Capitel Citbes.
Foop awp Grooeeies (16 CoMmnbITTES).
. & d. s €. s d, & d. s d. s d. 4 d.
1901 18 4 19 4 19 4 20 7 23 8 20 3 v 4
1907 | 18 0 i3 ¢ 15 11 19 ¢ 23 11 20 2 19 1
1911 LU 13 8 20 4 20 5 28 11 21 2 20 o*
1918 .1 81 0 20 47 20 11 a1 20 9 32 8 3 3
1919 .. 35 8§ 32 6 35 3 4 5 a 6| 3 0 34 4
1920 L1 43 0 41 1 41 1 42 8 4} 0 43 3 42 0
1921 .0 3% 0 3% O 36 3 3% 1 i 0| 40 6 38 0
1922 e H ) azn 32 2 M O B 0 35 11 31 8
1923 8605 36 1 33 10 3 6 a6 7 37 3 a6 1
1021 .. $§4 8] 83 B8 3310 | 3310 | 8719 | 87 0 N e
1024 15t Qtr, | 36 B 24 7 35 2 311 57T 6 37 11 35 9
» 2nd Qe 7 34 8 3311 33 7 3B 6 37 10 37 3 34 10
w 3edQtr. 33 11 33 3 b I 3 3 381 36 10 34 2
o AthQtr. | 34 4} 33 1] 33 ol 3¢ 8] 3711 ] 3 0 & 1
Hovuse ReENT (WelaHTRD AVERAGE Acr ITousEs).
1901 .. 17 3 14 '8 a4 9 1z 7 16 0 i3 4 15 1
1907 o 18 4 16 1 1 6 16 3| 13 R ¢ 2 16 4
1911 . 2t 10 19 5 15 4 22 3 16 3 16 1 20 0%
41918 .12 01 23 7] 18 11 20 5| 17 8% 19 1 29 10
1019 . 25 8 25 8 18 8| 22 2 18 4 22 8 24 4
1220 - 28 4 28 1 21 8 24 4 91 27 A 26 8
180 e 290 6 MO 21 TH 25 O 21 0 28 10 28 1
1822 . 30 8 g 2+ i 27 2 21 1G 38 11 20 7
1923 e 32 4 33 b 24 11 L0 0 22 G 32 1 31 0
1923 | .. 88 9| g4 7| 241)| 81 0| 22 8| 83 4 3 B
1924 st Qtr. 43 1 34 1 24 10 29 4 22 7 3 3 31 7
W 2adQtr, | 33 0| 34 6| 2410 31 6| 22 7§ 33 3 a2 2
»  Bod Qtr. 4 0 4y 24 10 3l 7 23 97 33 2 32 5
o dthQtr, | %4 3 35 0| 2090 31 8[ 23 0| 33 6 82 7
Foop, GrRocERIES, aND Housz Runt ComBINED.
190] | MF10 ) 17 5 15 6| (7T 3| 20 6| 13 6| 17
1907 .. 18 & 17 & 15 11 17 11 1% 9 17 9 17 11
1911 L 20 7 19 04 18 4 21 2 22 6 i 1 23 0*
1918 . 28 6 27 04 25 1 26 8 24 04 27 1 27 3
1819 .. 3l 7 29 7 28 10 29 4 28 B 20 1 0 2
1920 .. 86 11 35 01 3211 a1 = 4 3% 9 35 R
1921 . 4 8 34 10 0 2 a3 2 2 3 8 3311
1622 .- 32 87 32 6 28 10 31 6 29 1N 33 0 32 0
1923 .. 34 9 3 0 30 2 33 6 a0 9 35 1 K% ]
1921 ..| 3% 3| 84 1| 80 1| 3210 | 81 7 85 @ 33 5
1924 1at Qtr. M7 1 4 a0 11 33 10 n 4 36 0 3Bn
»  2nd Qtr M o4 4 2 N o M B 317 a5 7 33 9
w  3rd Qtr. 33 1 B n 2on a9 2t 8 % 4 33 5
.o 4th Qe 34 8. 88 10 20 8 a3 64 3110 KL ] |l 32 8

* Bose of cach Beetion,

9, Price Details, 1922.—The summarized results of price-movements
are publizhed quarterly, and the actual prices of food and groceries for each
month are published in the Quarterly Sununary of Statistics. Full informa-
tion with regard Lo house rents is published annually, In appendizes to
Report No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house rents in the capital
€ities in each year from 1901 to 1911, and in appendizes to Report No. 2,
similar particulars were given of pricea and house rents in 1912 for each of
the 30 towns fromn which returns are collscted,
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Corresponding data for subsequent years were given in the Report as
follows :—1913, Report No, 5; 1214 and 1915, No. 6; 1916, No. 7; 1917,
No. 8; 1918, No. 9; 1919, No. 10; 1920, No. 11; 1921, No. 12; 1923,
No. 13; 1923, No. 14; and 1924 in this Report.

10. Comparisons with previous years.—The following tables show for
each capital city (i) the total variation por cent. in the cost of food, greceries,
and housing combined for 1924, as compared with proceding years, and (i.),
the amount of such variation due to («) prices of food and groceries, and
(0) house rent. The sun: of the percentages for any year and city in the
second -and third seckions of the table is equal %o the corresponding total
peroentage in the first section, Thus, the total {percentage of increase in
cost of food, groceries, wnd honse rent in Sydney for 1924 compared with
1907 iz 85.1 per cent., of which percentage 50.7 is due to increased cost
of Tood and groceries, and 34. 4 to increase in house rents.

Fariation per cenf. in Price Indez-Numbers, Capital Cities, 1601 to 1924,

! ! ! Welghted
Teanr. Bydnoy. | Melbourme, Brisbone., Adelaide. | Perth, | Hobart, | Average ford
| Copltal Cides,
VarmaTion bpug 1o Foov, Grooertes, anp Hovsing,
1001 w- | 919 95.8 05.77 96,9 53.8 104.0 81.3
1907 e 85.1 94.6 a0.5 59.3 0.1 100.1 87.5
1914 L 420 54,11 61.04 43,11 '38.3 2.7 47.5
1015 . 29.5 33.3) 29.6 34.5, 29.2 43.9 3.6
1919 ve 8.5 14.9 1.5 15.3 11.2 15.6 11.4
1920 .. —7.24 —4.8 —8.5 —3.6 -%.3{ -—3.8 —5.8
1921 .. -0.5| —-2.0 —0.4 2.4 —1.8 0.6 0.9
1922 e 4.9 4.8 4.4 7.5 5.7 1.5 5.1
1923 .. -1.31 =271 —0.3 1.4 2.7 1.9 -1.1
VariaTion Due o PricEs or FooDp AWD (ROCERIES.
1801 53.8 48.8 55.6 52.0 40.5 56.8 51.2
L1907 50.7 6l.1 65.1 55.3 41 .4 55.8 51.2
1914 28.2 317 36.2 20.7 30.4 8.4 30.4
1915 15.0] J12.64 16.1 14.2 19.6 19.3 14.6
1919 ~1.9 2.6 —-2.9 2.9 4.9 4.0 0.7
1920 —-13.3 | —12.2 | —-13.0} —11.4| —5.8] —10.0 —12.2
1921 | =831 —-7.44{ —4.8] —2.11 -3.8| —5.8 ~5.9
1922 ve 1.1 1.5 3.4 2.5 4.6 2.0 | 1.8
1923 . 3.0 e L] —-0.1 —-1.1 2.4 —0.5 —2.5
Variarion pus To House RenTs.
i
1901 .. 8.1 47,0 1 40.2 43.9 13.3 47.2 40.1
907 . 844 13.47 34.5 31.0 18.7 44.3 36.3
914 1 18,9 22 4 14.8| 18.4 7.9 258.3 17.1
1915 4.5 20.7 13.56 20.3 9.6 24.6 17.0
1919 10.4 12.3 T.4 12.4 6.3 11.6 10.7
1920 8.1 | 7.4 4.5 7.8 3.5 6.5 | 6.4
1921 ¢.8 5.4 4.4 6.5 2.0 6.2 5.0
1922 . 3.8 3.3 1.0 5.0 1.1 5.5 3.3
1923 . 1.7 I.3 —~0.2. 2.5 0.3 1.5 1.4

a Nore—Varlatlons not preceded by o sign Tepresent i , thosa p lad by & wlous {(—) repregent
SOTTARCS, -
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11. Change of Bagis for Rent Constituent.—Froni and after the firsi
quarter of 1925, the basis employed in computing the variations in honsing
costs has been amended to accord with u resolution of the Conference of
Statisticians of Australia and New Zealand, held in Adelide in Angust,
1924. The conclusion then 1enched was that ** for purpeses of computing
price levels in respect of rent, it is desirnble that houses of four and five
rooms onty be taken mto account.”

Up to the present time the practice followed in computing she retail
price index-number has been to take into account the rentals of all houses
ranging from those of three rooms and under to those of seven rooms and
upwards. In respect to rent this practice is, to somo exient, a depurture
from the principle adopted with regard to prices of food and groceries, ie.,
that of taking the price of the predominant type of comunodity, inssmuch
as the rent of houses of other than the predominant tvpe has been included.
The Cengus of 1921 disclosed vho fact that while houses having five rooms
predominated in some towns, it others the houses of four roems predominated.
Houses of four rooms represented 24 per cent. of the total dwellings, while
thogse of five rooms represented 29 per cont; the two types together repre-
genting 53 per vent. of the total. While all the fables hitherto published,
which included rent of all houses, will in future be replaced by those including
rent of houses of four and five rooms, the preparation. of index-numbers for
food, groceries and rent of all houses in the 30 towns of the Commonwealth
will be continued for the wse of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation
and Arbitration and the parfies interested in Awards and Varintions made
by that Courd

§ 3. Clothing and Miscellaneous.

1. Ganeral.—The Royal Commisdon on the Baszic Wage, which met
in 1919-1920, was appointed to inquire into and report upon the following
matbors i—

(i) The actual cost of living at the present vime, according to reason-
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several
items and amounts which male up that cost.

(it) The actual corresponding cost of living during cash of the last
five years, .

(iii) How the basic wage may be automstically adjusted to the vise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.
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Reference was made to the findings of this Commission in Repert No.
11, pp. 28 and 29. 1n answer to the thied clause of the inquiry, the Com-
" mission recommended that * a Bureau ot Labour should he organized from
existing members of the Public Sarvice. which should ascertain from time
to time the risc and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standacd of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
as is described in Clause 1).” This suggestion was adepted by the Govern-
ment, the Commonwealth Statistician was consulted as to methods, and
the duty of carrying ont the recommerulation was entrusted to the Burean
of Census and Statistics.

2. Methods Adopted.—Tlhe Commission was concerned principally with
ascertaining variations in the cost of the regimen adopted, which is described
in the “Indicator List™ published in the Report. It appesred, however,
that the usefultiess of the investigations by this Burcau would have been
somewhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, fo apply to & more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing.  As will be shown later, theindex-numbers
may be nsed to moasure acourately from rime to time the rise and fall in
prices in relation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family
as outlined hy the Commission, as well a3 for the determination of varjations
in any standard fixeil by provious investigations or which may be tixed in
the fature. :

The ordinary expenditure of & houschold has been grouped undor four
heads—{i) Food and Groceries ; (it} Housing ; (1)} Clothing ; (iv} Other
Hequireients.

Iv was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent, the commoditics
method, and weighting aiveady in use, and the commodities and quantities
conform. very closely to those given in the *indicator lists 7 of the Com-
mission.  With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of
H-roomed house a3 its standard in determining the amount atlowed for house
rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu-
lar type, faicly represunt vauations in the rent for the tvpe of house described
by the Commission.

Inquiries by this Burcau had been confined to food, groceries and housing.
It became nevessavy, therefore, to investigate the cost of closhing and mis-
cellancons.  With cogaed to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission collected
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a latge amount. of infermatian as to prices and durakion: of arthcles, and
thia has. been used im computing the indox-numbers given in the follawing
tables.

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crackery, and other tems
in the “indicator lists ”’, and the aggregate expenditura therson has been
computed in the same manner as that for clathing.

The item ** groceries {not food) ” has been omitted from misvellaneous
expenditure, though it was so deseribed by the Comumission, as the index-
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, eto.

3. Base-—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix somoe perioc
as bage. In the case of index-numbers. for food, groceries, and housing,
aleeady pablished, the year 1911 was selected. For the new index-numbers,
covering all items of household expenditure, November, 1914, was adopted
owing to the difficulty of securing information with regsrd to prices of clothing
and miscellaneous items for earlier years. While the index-numbezs for
1914 in the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be
accepted a3 typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. Fosx
base the weighted average cost for the six capital cities hus been taken,and
the aggregate oxpenditure in November, 1914, made equal to 1,000.

4. Variations—Thirty Towng.—-The investigations huve been extended
to the 30 towns for the months of November, 1921, and May, August and
November, 1922, and quarterly for the year 1923 and subsequently. The
task of securing information for previous years as to prices of clothing
and miscellaneous requirements in towns other than the capituls was con-
sidered umnecessary. So far as the capitals are concerned, details weze
already avsilable in the Raport of the Royal Commission on the Basic
. Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly for

all the towns, and guarterly index- numbers are availakle,

3. Variations—Nov,, 1914, to 4th Quarter, 1924.—The following tables
give index-numbers for (i) Food snd Groceries; (ii) Housing; (iii) Food,
Groceries and Housing Combined; (iv} Clothing; (v} Miscellaneous
Reguirements ; {vi) Food and Groceries, Housing, Clothing and Miscellansous
Requirements eombined.
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Housing.—Index-Numbers-—30 Towns ; Weighted Average of $ix Capital Cities, Nov.,

1914, hase (= 1,000,

N.8.W ~~IXDEX-N GMRERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NTUMBERS,
Toriod. - H g % 1Bg g - 3 ' £ Tsa
b .m 3 z 5 [E8e 2 2 5 ] S b m..ﬂ
5 B = El £ P55 ..M S T = m.l. 252
3 % 4 S 2 [BE® 3 3 g M .m -
& | £ & 3| & gam|l 5| & | & B2 k<
Nov. 1004 .. (L1446 | .. L 0856 . .. .. .. .
w 1915 . (1004 | .. .- . . 974 . . -
I Y TT S YT . . . . ) . . . .
- 1817 .. (1108 . . . 1,080 | .. - . .
» M8 1,137 . - 1,100 . . . ..
» 1010 L. |118s . o les | L . . .. .
o 1020 . 11815 .. . .. . .. 1,319 s .. s .. ‘e
o 1921 Li44 (1,150 | 668 |1,236 841 11,293 |(1,9904 820 &06 11,001 | 1,055 | 1,301
o a2 1307 (1,200 458 | 1,285 856 | 1,342 || 2472 847 il | LLP0 | 100G | L, 580
Vear 1023 1,458 | 1,216 876 | 1,598 an7 | 1,412 || 1,507 ] 459 | 1,100 | 1,173 | 1,451
. HZd 1,521 11,207 | 725 (1,500 | 970 | 1,474 || 1,558 | om0 | 938 (1,214 | 1162 |Ldo7
1924 st Qer. 1,400 | 1.264 T (1,473 400 | 1,446 || 1,534 | 1,000 G4l 11,212 11,208 | 147G
oo 2nd 162011204 | 717 11,5067 905 | 1,473 [11,655-|1,008 | 938 1,212 | 10105 | 1404
o 3rd L53t (1267 ud [ 1AL [ 092 11484 |[10668 | a7 | 041 {2,291 | 1,300 | ),506
R | I LEZ 1 Lef | 12 1511 | oe2 |14 (11,578 ) po0 | 031 | Lgre |1 [k
QUERNSLAND—INDEX-NOMBERS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NOMBERS.
k] g ] .m .
5 c f e .5 i ] = : = .
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2 = &= & E |=E 3 | Bz= = w2 g .
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Towns ; Weighted Average
1,000},

N.8.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS,

VIOTOREA —INDEX-N UMBERS,

] = : o . . s 9 .
= , .
Portl: iz 223 I AR AL
IEIERR N RN
= | & | & 4 & 4| & & | E5 838
Nov. 1914 K1l e ‘e . 070y . ..
s 101G 228 i N S w9 o .
W 19G . 1,217 . Ve . 135 ve . .
o107 . 60 . . . 1158 | . ..
Lo1ms ol l1Ers ) L . . L2321 .. .
wome o lwar) b | vse | .
wo 1020 irerr| L. .. . .. 1068 | .. " ..
w1021 011430 |1.37 (1,170 |1,$88 1,210 [1,410 || K421 (1300 {2,205 | 2,398 1,385
Vo o1pe2 1477 [ 1,375 11,198 | 1,890 | 1,170 | 1,452 | 13448 1220 | 1248 | 17320 1,411
enr 1023 1,536 | 1,447 | 1,313 | 1,520 ;1,251 1,520 || 1,546 | 1,324 | 1,3 1,508 1,522
MR TY 1,515 /1,422 11,510 | 15525 | 1248 | 1490 || 2,505 | 2200 | 1:275 | 1360 1)ag2
1924 1at Q. 20 11,457 (1,335 | 1,541 | 1,250 | 1,515 || 1,518 {1,326 | 1,295 | 1,376 1,496
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Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1914,

base (== 1,000).
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Miscellaneons.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov ,
1914, base {= 1,000).
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CLOTHING AND MISQELLANEQUS,

-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital

Cities, Nov,, 1914, Bage {= 1,000},
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6. Application of Index-Numbers,—The following table shows the
manner in which the index-numbers in $he preceding tables may be applied
to the findings of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage :—

Basic Wage Comunission’s Findings of 1920.—Cost at November, 1914, 1920, 4th
Quarier, 1923, and 4th Quarter, 1924.

November, 1914, | November, 1620, 4th Quarter, 1025, | 4th Quarter, 1924,
Town.

Index- |Relative| Actual | Indox- Index- | Relative | Index-| Relative

Number. | Cost. Finding. [Number,| Number,! Cos Number. Cost.
£ s.d| Lt g d L4 d £ d
l%‘\nine:,' ‘e 1037 | 312 3| 6§17 1 1,681 1458 | 6 1 57 1420 | 418 11
elbourne . 986 (3 7 5[ 618 6 1,104 1470 B 0 7| 1431 | 41710
Brisbane ‘e 868 (4 9 1|5 6 2 1,50 1,356 415 3| 1,318 | 4 12 &
Adelaide . 997 13 DH| 618 1 1,657 1455 | 5 1 11| 1458} 6 110
Perth . 1,001 | 313 &) 813 11 1,652 1,339 [ 418 3| 1,860 | 6 © &
Hobart . 097 P53 7 7| 618 M 1,724 1627 6 8 7| 1612 5 2 6
Wtd. Aver. +e 1,000 30 7 536 8 1,865 1,446 B 9 5 1,417 413 5

The table shows, in the third column, the amount detormined by the Basic
Wage Commission as the cost of living according to the standard fixed by
the Commission in November, 1920. Applying the index-numbers for 4th
quarter, 1923, and 4th quarter, 1924, the relative costs of the Commission’s
standard for those two quarters are obtained. In order to check the
applicability of the index-numbers for the determination of vatiations in
the Basic Wage Commission’s finding, the relative costs of the standard
fixed for November, 1914, have been computed in the same manner. While
they do not correspond exactly with the amounts as given in the supple-
mentary Report of the Commisgion, they are sufficiently near o show that
the method adopted by this Burean for measuring the variations gives
results which closely approximate %o those of the Commtssior. The
amounts for November, 914, as found by the Conunission, are giver on
nage L7 of this Report. The greatest difierenca hebween the results is shown
for Hobart, and amounts to only I=. 6d. per week, while for Melbourne
the difference is only 4d. per week.

-

§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

J. General.—To supplement the information collected monthly for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November
1915, when the number of additional towns was increascdto 120.  In Novem-
ber, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard
to prices obtained in November each year will relate, therefore, to 200 towns.
The results of the first invostigation were published in Labour Bulletin No.
5 (Section IV, pages 26 to 33), where some description was given of the
methods adopted in maling the investigation and in computing the index-
numbers.  The results of succeeding investigations have appeared in the
Labour Bulleting and Reports of this Bureaun.

2. Results—1922 t01924.—The results of the investigation in November,
1924, are set out in the tables on pages 40 to 43.  (See end of last columm,
on page 43). Aggregate expenditure on food and groceries separately is
ghown jun the form of index-nwmbers for each year in column 4.  In columns
B and C the ccrresponding aggregate expenditure on food, groceries. and
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rent of d4-vooms; and food, groceries, and rent of 5-rooms are shown for
each year for each town. The index-number 1,597 (see page 43), represents
the weighted average expenditure in 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent
of 5-roomed houses; 1,472 represents the average weighted expenditure on
food, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed housesin November, 1924.  Similarly,
in column A, the index-number 1,012 represents the relative weighted average
expenditure on food and groceries only for November, 1924, The figures
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 fowns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houses as equal to 1,597, the expenditure on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,600; while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for 5-roomed
the expenditure in Melboume would be represented by 1,455 compared with
an expenditure of 1,472 on the average for 200 towns,

The change made in Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers
were compubed is eontinued in this issue. Previously the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towns
in each year was taken as bagse. In the tables on thofollowing pages the same
base is taken as in the tables referring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities given
in the second paragraph, ie., the weighted average expenditure on food,
groceries, and housing in the 6 capital cities In 1911 is made equal
te 1,000,

Index-Numbers—gost of Food, Groceries and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1922,
1923, and 1924, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 g3 bage (= 1,000).

1920. 1923, | 1024,
November, November. Hovembaor,
g.8]5. 3 .8l 2a8] . l2sf|sad
Ea £ B [ & L R LR
State and Town, 2 '§:§ §:§ = §:° -.:é 5 g_g 5__,3
@ ] ] g S | €24 8 S5 e
23 | S8 |8 | = 24 £2 Ta so | 82
% 1833|832 EI |ogz |38z Bf 1533 |5y
3293|528 | 30 (Fes(fas| Bl |ez|Ee
1 é‘é &8 E] 82 | &8 g5 | R8= | &8
Rew South Wales— A iH c A i G
Sydney .. | 1034 1588 1641 | 1087 1,008 | 1,708
ewcastle .. ve 1,008 | 1,419 | 1,574 | 1,120 ) 1,631 | 1,470
Broken Hill .. e 1,050 ¢+ 1,331 | L4062 1,227 | 1,510 1,587
Goulburn .. 086 | 1,409 | 1,627 | 1,005 | 1,570 | 1481
Bathurat . N 040 | 1,187 | 1,309 1,045 | 1,325 1,414
Albu - . 986 | 1510 1504 | 1080 | 1636 | 1,754
Armidate ., .. 074 | 1,882 | 1,404 | 1,073 | 1,424 1538
Lalling ‘e .. T +n v L1649 | 1,611 1,564
Bogn .- . 08% | 1,260 | 1,858 | 1,132 | 1408 | 14390
Berr . . . . .. [ in7| nas] L8112
NMackheach .. ‘e .. .. .. 1,100 | 1,633 ] 1,725
Bourke ot oo | 1,085 ] 1232 | 1,285 | 1228 | 1426 | L303
Bowral o o] 166t 1405 | s | 1141 | 1501 | 1760
Casino - o] voir | vazs | 1laso | 1183 | 164l | 1648
Cessmock .. o .. . .. | 11| 1ls7e | Leso
Cobar .. . 1,043 ] LML | 1174 | 1,152 | 1,261 | 1,284
Coomn .. ‘e 1,004 | 1,202 | 1,390 1,220 | 1,611 1,709
Coonamble ., ol vods | 1853 | razs | 113 | ra0s | 1475
Cootamuwndra . D21 | 1,337 | 1,440 | 1,088 ) 1,568 | 1,000
Corrimat .. .. 1,003 | 1,200 | 1381 | 1,108 ) 1435 | 1,527
Cowra o . 973 | 1372 | 1484 | 1074 | 1505 | 1,500
Cronutia . .. . . .. %,}gg %,ggﬁ },ggg
Cudgegong .. . .. . i ’ : ’
Dentfiquin | vLeos b w300 1,378 | 1087 | 1405 | 1j47e
Dubbo v .. 1,018 | 1446 [ 1,542 | 1,204 | 1,857 | L,701
Forbes .. 0| vo1a ! 1308 | 1660 | 1105 | 10658 | 1787
Gitgandra o . - e 1,186 | 1,426 { 1,505
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Tedez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groteries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ebe.—continued.

922, 1928, 1924.
November, November. November,
. Iﬂ' ] ﬂ; . wm § m g L] Hﬁ- 3
= - 2 A ™ 5 : o | Bo% B g
State and Town. B g—% "-‘-..% = ‘E"g ’azg S |leETa[ERE
=1 Bﬂm 30;“ 1= BEg | &8 - ESS | B8
9g | E= S oy | 22 Se oz | 2eH gl
HENHIE A R H R R H T
- L) = o 3 4 1al]
22 | 232 | %28 | B2 |2E3 B38| 22 | BoE|Eus
e R Ea jooec] =] | - EE | Ema mES
New South Walvs—conid, A B C B ¥ A It I
Glen Innes .. . 957 | 1,288 1,400 1,015 1,326 | 1,423 nzhs 1,254 | 1,401
Grafton .. | 1,008 17350 | 1478 | 1140 | 1544 | 10642 | 1,085 1,324 | 1,430
Grenfell .- . 877 | Tate | vsee | 170 | Usat | U7ri | tesa | 1408 [ 1630
L B I b R A A AR
Gunnedali .. . 5206 | 1,368 | 10030 | 10434 | 1568 | we2 | 1,333 135
ay - oo | 10041 1280 | 1,405 - | L,08s | 1,302 | 158
Invercll . .. 1,001 | 1,363 1407 1,102 1,452 | 1,581 1,011 1,373 1’451
Junec . . 091 | 1,418 | 1,817 | LLLT | 1,561 | 1,676 wy2 | 3ned | 1ee6
Katoombs .. ool el [ Ls8e | 1571 | 1,205 | 1,728 1 1850 | 1320 | Iigia | 73T
Kempsoy .. ! 961 | 1,290 | 1427 | 1021 | 1350 | 1.383 | 1,004 | 1,308 | 1484
Kurri Kurs .. . . Lo | visu ) tarr ) 1sse | 1ees | 142e | 1406
Jeeton o - - ot .| vies | 1sd | 1eds | teer | 1867 | 1,386
Lismore .. . 1047 | 1,402 | 1,508 | 1,162 | 1517 | 1,878 | L0490 | 3,404 | 1566
Lithgow .. . 1018 | 1,855 | 1472 | 1,186 1547 | 1,655 | 1028 | 1422 | 1,502
Maktland - . 1.350 [ 1402 | 1os6 | 1554 | Laoe | esz | 1400 | 101
Motee . ol 1079 | 1,487 | 1605 | 10288 ] 1802 | 1,797 | 1,104 | 1656 | n862
Mose Vale .. v 1,394 | 1,550 § 1,112 1 1 5704 | 10034 | 1,516 | 2.670
Mudges .. o0 005 | 1414 | 1504 | 1116 | 1585 | L6LL 982 | 1,308 | 1,485
Nartabri . Lo po2 | 1202 | 1896 | 1,109 | 1,427 | 1,563 wBl | 1,300 | 1,436
Warranders .. .. .. .. L. ) LABT YBZL| 1746 | 1,009 | 1,615 | 1694
Nowra .. 0| 1062 | rne7s | 1,657 | L16a | 1650 ) 1717 | 1096 | a8l | 150s
Orange . . 055 | 1,307 | 1,410 | 1,082 | 1,182 | 1,535 w2 | Lad7 | 16065
Parkes . o] 1,000 | %484 | 1550 | 1120 | 1804 | 1,686 | 1,020 | 1480 | 11595
Pentith .. - o . .. | 1083 | a0 | 1a57 | Le2s | 1340 | 1456
L e IR R A A e
[t .- .. . . . K e | 1,423 | 1585
3"?3:3?““ oo 1014 | 1,376 | r458 1,};% 12:;; {,sm 1057 },551 1,?04
)l N . . ‘e ‘e 1, i Wil 1,034 1, 1,607
Richmond . . . o] Y1ZL| 14821 Y588 1 1075 | 1403 1’,2%9
e . . . . .o | 1,028 | 1482 | 1,587 965 | 1,335 | 1401
Singleton .. . .. . .ol iy | 1479 | 1,548 038 | 1,353 | L4d
':Ili:nmwol‘t.h e .. 021 | 1,339 1,497 l,ggg %%3; i,gg% !l-; v 1,130 | 1,485
Tarer . . .. .. i ¥ 979 | 1,538 [ 1,686
Temora .. oo 1,008 | 1467 | 1,582 | Loge | 10655 | 1,667 | 1,057 | 1584 | 1602
Tenterfield .. .. .. . - 1,137 1,490 [ 1,565 1,010 1,383 1,430
TN T U I B R A
.. ar .. L 1 + ¥ L] 1 ¥ * -
Mg | b e i) b e v ) i) L s
}:‘rellti;lgton o .- 9dd | 1228 | 1,313 ﬂgg 1:45 1,506 | 1018 | 12308 | 1421
caton o i N - ‘e 1.4: 1,627 1,064 1,266 | 1,305
Wwindsot .. .. .. .. .. | 1008 | 1483 1684 | 1,052 | 1,48% ! 1562
Wollongong . . ol vois| 1,300 | 1483 | L1387 | user | 1,882 | 1,045 | 1,508 | 1,595
Wyalong .. .. e23 | L1520 | 1445 | 1,148 | 1,505 ) Le81 | 1000 | 1,404 | 1,626
Yase .. S0 1,080 1385 | 1440 | L2ad | 10387 ] 1,648 | 1,080 | 1,458 | 1,63+
Young .. - 930 | 1,306 | 1,408 | Lole | 14124 1511 942 | 1,370 | 1,475
Weighted Average fur ’
State (T4 Towns) .. 1,024 1,493 1,589 1,009 1,585 | 1,880 1,023 1,527 1,653
Victoria—
Melbouzne .. .. o8y | 1,431 | L1570 | 10 1,547 { 1,689 p63 | 1,455 1 1,600
Tallarat .. . 076 [ 1217 { 1,320 | 1,080 | 1/356 | 1,463 | 987 | 1208 | 1384
Bendigo .. . 977 | 1288 | 1,381 | 1,075 | 1,376 | 1,478 088 | 1,208 | 1,374
Geelomg .. - 950 | 1,322 | 1.439 | 1054 | 1427 | 1.5 #5 | 1318 | 1,448
Warrnambool .. 982 | 1273 | 1431 | 1067 | 2248 | 1578 | 987 | 1370 | 10407
Ararat .y . 1,002 | 1,303 1,395 1,150 1472 | 1, 1,045 1,872 | 1,465
Bacchus Marsl . ) . .. | vosL| 1,489 | L840 g6l | 1,389 [ 1,520
Buirnsdale .. . 1,009 | 1,371 1404 1,188 1,528 | 1402 1,032 1,414 | 1ATE
Beechworth . . . 1223 | 1276 | 1114 § 1,364 | 1,433 | Lo40 | 1303 [ 1,380
Penalla .. .- 047 | 1276 | 1,385 | 1081 | 1,413 | 1,480 | 'm03 | 1,325 | 1,401
3ni;lepet1;lown . 063 | 1,330 | 1539 }333 :ll,asg 1,581 | 1,000 { 404 [ 10587
sterton - .. . .. N . 1,444 1,013 1,500 1425
Castlemaine . . 1 ebT) L3S0 | 1,375 | 1,080 | 10358 | 1454 | L0568 [ 10330 | 1.50%
Colac . - 973 | 1600 | 1,882 | V135 | 178 | 1,ves | 1042 | 1,574 | Yess
Creswlek .. . 921 | 1063 | 10002 | 1,085 ] wisa | 1,200 | a6z | 1107 | 1,126
Daylesford .. .- 005 | 147 | 1,320 | 1080 | 1,876 | 1458 | 86 | 1218 | 1282
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Index-Numbers-~Cost of Food, Groceries, and Honsing in 200 Towns, eto.—continued.

1923, 1028, 1924,
November. November, Rovember.
. - mo, - R -3 . 2, 4 =
Y - g i g Bl g g 2w sl - v i
State nnd Town, B Eu—- S E-w... 2 2 | B ) § a §...§ g- 2
L0 | S5 [ 83a | 5 18%4 g3m | S | 835838
= mE =
2% |533 83| B4 |&33 (i3 | B |o§% |oiy
gt 6":3 g‘qa -§g ng! 3va §§ gﬂg =%
- o - bl
28 | 333 828 | 3% |2%8 |83 25 (33|83
Wictord a—continued. A B A B c A B [
Dunolly - .o 934 % 1,082 1,181 1067 1,212 | 1,238 Y90 | 1,847 1,180
Eehuen - e 073 | 1,288 27 | 1069 | 1,304 | 1,464 | 1,026 § 1,855 1 4 499
Euros . .| w011 ] 1,243 | 1208 | 1,181 | 14144 1,476 1 LO70 | 1,380 | 3 4ps
Hamilton .. ol 1,018 | 1402 | 1,534 | 1040 | 1657 ) 18067 | 1086 [ 1,690 | 1 744
Healeavilla .. . Iy “ .. L147 | 1,588 | 1,700 | 1,016 | 1,330 | 1 g4
Horsham .. . 987 | 1,417 | 1,53 | 1,103 | 1,678 [ 1,827 | 1,065 | 1,068 [ 1gas
Kerang .. . .. . . 126 ) 1862 1 1,784 | 1,061 | 1,620 ) 1762
Korolt ‘e . . e .. 1006 | 1,372 | 1,458 088 | 1,251 | 1357
Konmburrs. . .. 039 | 1,273 | 1,376 Q24 | 3,387 | 1619 | 1,087 | L4907 | 1e2y
Kyneton ., - 951 | 1,278 | 1,331 | 1,084 | 1,380 ) 1,450 u | 1,316 | 1470
Litydole . .. . AN as 1127 | L5665 | L6853 | 1,002 | Ladh | 53
Maffra . e s .. .. 1,146 | 1,738 | 1,870 | 1,010 | 1,622 | 1782
Maldon e . 050 | 1093 | L137 | L0868 | 1,242 | 1,278 | 1,000 | 1,153 | 1,u06
Marybotough .. 077 | 1,164 | 1,270 | LI08 | 1,805 | 1,467 | 1,000 [ 1,214 | 3 300
Mitdura . . L102 | 1,757 | 1,820 | L83 | L1740 | 1,920 | 7,084 | 1,608 | y.805
Morwell . .. ' ‘e e 1,108 | 1,738 | 1,832 | 1,041 | 1,764 | 1830
Nhin . oo | 1,008 ) 1,348 | 1,409 | 1,140 | 1318 | 2,630 | L1241 1,580 | 1 G40
Orbost o .| 1,020 | 1,415 | 1,547 | 1,104 | 1,433 | 1,499 | 1,047 0 L2 | 357
Portland .. .| no23 | n348 | 1487 | 1097 | 1412 | 1,625 [ 1,087 [ 1,357 | 1ags
Port Fairy .. » oy L. .- 1,000 | 1,358 | 1424 | 1,018 | 102 | jl350
8t. Amnavd .. . o6 | 1044 | 1,325 | 1oie2 | vasu ! 1sen | oo | 1SS | 1l51n
Sale .. o 036 | 1,252 | 1,360 | 1,072 | L487 | 1,643 U871 L4322 | 1582
Seymour .. . .. .. .. | 1090 | 1,870 | 1462 | 1,062 | 1,400 | 1400
Shoppation .. . 1,010 | 1454 | 1,569 | 1,002 | L487 | 1,688 LOO7 | 1,476 | 1 500
Stawell . oo | toso | 10851 | 1,423 | 1,180 | 1452 | L548 | 1,087 [ 1,872 | 1l4n1L
Swan Hili . p82 | 1,674 | 1,790 | 1088 ) ez | 1577 ) 1082 | 1718 | 1ue
Terang e e .. . e 1,105 | 1,447 | 1,552 LML | 1,440 | 1567
Traradgon .. .. oY .. e 1,067 | 1,426 1,518 | 1,021 | L3360 | 1438
Wangarafta ., . 1,014 | 1,350 | 1,421 1,186 | 1,818 ( 1,680 LG [ 1458 | 1 56t
Whaitacknaboal .. 973 | 1,335 | 1,400 1,086 | L1612 | 16834 1,020 150 | 1 g4n
Warrngal ., .. e . .. LoDo | LGS 1,735 LR I ST I 1Y)
Wonthagel .. oo 000 | 1,430 1,627 | 1,204 | Le7d [ LveL | w048 [ tata | Tsee
Welghted Average flor .
Stote (48 Towns) .. o7 | 1,380 | 1,517 | 1,080 | 1,525 | 1,600 aTb | 1,417 | 15T
Quesngiand—
Brisbane .. .. 042 | 1,276 | 1,985 | 1,089 | 1,378 | 1,487 970 | 1308 b oLaza
Foowoomba . 927 | 1183 | 1202 1,049 | 1,330 | 1,423 s | 1,233 1,4
Rockhampton ce b4g | 1,1iM { 1230 1,085 1,820 | 1,375 a7 | 121t 1,278
Charters Towers s 903 | 1,243 | 1,312 | 1,132 | 1,390 | 1474 | 1,065 | LU22{ 1411
Warwick .. .. o191 1,17% | 1,280 | 1,023 | 1,206 | 1404 w3l | 1,20l | 1352
AyT . .. o . Lo | Taes [ aeiL | a7sz | onaes | 1646 g
Barcaldine .., . .- . . 1,237 | L5682 | 1,681 | 116 | L4%7 | 1,000
Bowen ‘e ‘e ‘s s v 1,103 1,498 | 1597 1,050 1 31,507 1,85%
Bundaberg .. e 040 | 1,192 | 1,278 #59 1,211 | 1,293 T4 1,238 | 1,8ET
Calms . . 1,044 | 1,452 | 1,588 | 1,163 | 1,602 | 1,738 | 1,180 | 1,500 | 1,710
Clarlaville ., ‘e 1,072 | 14668 | 1,624 1,145 1,673 | 1,871 1,057 1 1,547 1,702
Chiltagoe .. .. | 1,080 | 1,813 | 1,379 | 1,138 | 1467 | 1,533 | 1,003 { 1326 | 188w
Cloncurry . 115 | L,488 | LGRG | 1,174 } 1,610 | 1,863 LA78 | 1,540 | 1,636
ktown .. .. | 128 | 1233 | 127 . - * 1,072 | 1,075 | 1,221
Cunnamuila . , .. | 1,04% | 1,368 | 1,441 | 1155 | 1,484 | 1,550 | 1,073 | 1,403 | 1,468
Dalby . . - . . Lo31 | 1,283 1 1,521 081 | LA | 145
Gayndah ‘e . +e .. .. 1,031 1,360 | 1,426 H52 | 1,245 | 1,510
Gladstone ., o ‘. . e 1,0 3 1,303 1 1,435 | 1,020 | 12837 1415
Goondiwindi oo | 1016 ] 1,270 | 1,387 | 1,146 | 1428 | 1,540 | 10033 | 1,362 | 1,471
Gym .- . 008 | 1,261 | 1,336 | 1,064 W06 | 1,405 000 | 1,286 § 1,95Y
Hughenden . 1,002 | 1,586 | 1,750 | 1,194 | 1688 | 1,770 | y,1001 | 1,632 | 1,682
Inuisfail ., .. .. . .. 1,300 | 1,814 | 1023 | 1211 | 1,840 | 1803
Ipaswich e i 051 § 1241 ] 1,326 | 1,063 | 1,400 | 1,458 063 | 1,246 1 1,331
Lon;ﬁeach - .. ] 1,008 [ 1385 ] 1,487 | 1,221 | 1,652 1847 | 1,073 | L446 | 160l
Mackay e i 062 | 1,827 | 1,436 | 1,006 | 1,448 1,671 BT L7 b1 511
Maryboraugh .. 962 | 1,281 | 1,263 908 | 1,251 | 1,353 ofi | 1,233 | 1,450
Mount Morgan . 65 0 1183 | 1,222 | 1337 ¢ 1,357 1 1584 | toen ) o1 1,314
Nambour .. . . . ve 1,054 1,400 | 1,498 S04 1 1410 | 1,408
Roma . . 1,000 | 1,371 | 1,450 | 1,132 | 1,484 | 1,634 | 1,010 | 1,320 | 434
Stanthorpe .. - s . " 1,134 | 1503 ¢ 16756 | 1075 | 1431 | 1,503
Townsvitle .. Lo | 1,079 | 1,493 1 1482 | 1,149 | 1,603 | 1,731 | 1,085 | 1560 | 1,710
Winton A We | L0990 | 1,551 ) 1,705 b 1,235 | 1,735 | 1,834 | 1,108 | 1,066 | 1022
Welghted Awverage for
tate (32 Towna) 063 | 1,272 | 1,308 | 1,063 | 1,303 1,402 087 | 1,320 | 1430
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

1922, 1928, 1924,
Hovamber, November. Novelnber,
& g.ﬁ ﬁ.g o= g.g §.§ = §éj§j¢ a.‘fﬁ.
- N a1 = - © - w5 e, L 5 oW 2
Stute and Town, El Euaﬁ 3‘3;% Fl ggﬁ 33& g 8“5:?[ gsa
- 2 o - e =P S - S S
5% [©3% [€%z | &2 |53% |5z | 3% |33 £33
8 | P8 |2®E | 2% {8 | SNE | w8 |oNE | gBE
%c (%23 (383 %o (Ezs|Zzs| 35 183w
& =82 &3 ¢ =82 |58 Ao (EEa K98
uth Adsiralia— A b ¢ A B ¢ A 13 Y
“Aﬂ'ema? .. . 037 | 1,418 | 1,548 | 1,072 | 1,518 | L,667 | 1L,020 | 151G | 1,645
Eadine, ete. .. e 000 | 1,245 | 1,361 1,069 , 1,435 1,014 | 1,281 | 1,373
Port Pirle .. +e 978 | L2% 1,881 1,110 | 1,422 1,530 1,060 | 1,309 1,479
Mount Gambier .. 050 + 1,185 | 1,262 4 1,051 | 1,286 | 1,964 904 | 1,233 1 1,516
Peterborough Lo L L0137 1,308 | 1,373 | 1079 | 1,305 | 1470 | 1,108 | 1, 1,584
Freeling .. . .. . .. 1006 | 1,260 | 1,375 | 1,023 | 1,370 | 14a5
Gawler N . 055 | 1,209 | 1380 | 1014 | 1,326 | 1,400 | 1,006 | 398 | 1457
Kapunda .. . 067 | 5184 1 1260 | 1,041 { Ls04 | 1,408 | L00d | L2185 | 1037
Kerlnga o aa o ‘s ‘e L110 | 1,505 | 1,571 | 1,053 | 1,448 | 1,514
Mlllicent .e e v . . 1,090 | 1,428 | 1520 066 | 1,427 | 1 440
Murray Bridge . 07 | 1,548 | 1,416 079 | 1524 | 1623 | 1,023 | 1474 | 1lss2
Port AUgUStA D023 s | nasl | bl | Tesr | 1,640 | 1133 | Ldas | KsA1
Quorn .. = .. . . 1083 | 1,528 | 1,851 | 1,028 | 1,518 | Lado
Victor Harbour . ge5 | 1,002 | 1,683 | 1p81 | 10580 | 1,711 | 1080 | 162 | 10774
Benmatk .. o 1,069 | 1,852 | 1,788 | 1,066 | 1,640 | 1,759 | 1,116 | 1,613 | 1,740
Weighted Avera o
gStat.e (5 To\nglz) .. 086 | 1,902 | 1,516 1 1073 | 1,498 | L4639 | 1,024 | 1.4 | 1618
" Australia—-
wpe!:{;? and Fremantle .. 908 | 1,330 1,577 1,646 | 1448 1,538 1,114 | 1,527 1,808
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,154 | 1,403 | 15657 | 1,233 i LB68C | 1,645 | 1,258 | 1,540 | 1,65t
Northam .. Lo | 4,081 1482 | 1,542 | L1584 1,510 | L1610 | 1,074 | 1,496 | 1,612
Bunbury .. oo L046 ] 1,397 | 1,407 | 1056 1 1,420 | 1,626 | 1,137 ) 1,507 | 1.60%
Goraldton .. | Loss | 1462 | Lses | 113 | 5570 | 1,654 | 1102 | 1,632 | 10702
Albany . e 1,699 | 1,395 1,467 1,172 | 1468 1,567 1,203 | L4908 1,600
Beverley .. .. o ' . 1,072 | 1281 | 1,860 | 1,132 | 1,566 | 1425
Bridgetows ., . .. .. .. L149 | 1, 1,626 1 1,103 | 5,538 | 1,604
Broome .. L. | 1,308 ] 1966 | 2008 | 1,306 | 1,064 [ 2030 1,330 | L0988 | 2054
Carparvon .. e 1,237 | 1,730 1,778 1,249 | 1,742 | 1,841 1,184 | 1,710 1,796
Collic .. . .. . i 1,105 },g; %,ggﬁ 1,%7_2) 1,567 | 1.632
Greenbushes. . .. e .- . B ’ K L2942 | L4430 | 1,468
Katanning .. oo | 1,000 1,388 | 1540 | 1009 { 1,404 | 1,467 | 1,077 { 1,450 | i'577
Fepnora and Gwidia ., | L2609 | 1427 | 1,487 | 1,355 ] 1,583 | 1,652 | 1,398 | 1,557 | 1,507
MecKkathnre .. .. . .. 1162 | 1,425 | 1400 | 14641 1,627 | 1608
Narrogin . . . . . 1,136 | 1,636 1.7 1,154 | 1,623 1,312
Wagin o . . . .. 1,104 | 1,338 | 1,453 | 1,185 | 1400 | 1,537
Yor . . . . oo | an2s | 1a87 | U5 | 1178 | 1ees | 10874
Weighted A vorn for
nto as 'I‘o\\r%:s} .. | 1045 | La16 | 1,506 | 2078 1,466 | 1,555 | 1,198 | 1,686 | 1,024
Tatmania--
Hobart . ot 2013 1418 § 1502 | 1114 | 1574 ) 1,762 | 1061 ) 1570 | 1,724
Launceston .. Lo 1007 1,374 | L1536 | 1,112 | 1480 | 1657 | 1,057 | 1444 | 1,610
Burnic it | Leza | 1,454 | 1886 | 11761 10583 | L6 | L4g ] 1485 | 10621
Devonport .. ol Lolo{ 1421 | L480 | 11461 1,586 | 1083 | 1,080 | 1,524 ! 1.e41
Queenskawi. , .. 1 L00% ) 1356 | 1,488 | 1214 | 1478 | L,B56 | 1,185 | 1448 | 1,527
Beaconshield .. .- 295 | 1000y 1,001 | 1,113 | 1,205 § 1,225 | L0990 | 1,218 | 1,257
Campbelltown - 819 ] 1,120 | 1,185 | 1,052 | 1,260 | 1,308 | 1,045 | 1,250 | 1,238
Deloraine .. ve . i . 1019 | 1,197 | 1,457 | 1,011 | 1,463 | 1,346
Froanklin e . 1,024 | 1,257 1,327 1,082 | 1,314 1,351 1,061 | 1,%98 1,325
New Notfolk i .. .. .. 1,043 | 1,872 | 1,465 { 1,032 | 1,361 | 1.460
Boottadale .. e 1,051 | 1,318 | 1,330 1,129 | 1,392 1,458 1,039 % 1,338 1,418
Ulverstone .. e ‘e L e 1128 | 1,460 | 1658 | 1,080 | 1,380 | 1,477
Zeehan . .. | LLLG | 1,281 | 1,327 | 1,251 | 1,415 | L4688 | LI154 | 1,304 | 1,430
Welghted Avernge [for
Sotate (13 Towns) .. | 1,020 | 1,375 | 1,510 | 1,220 | 1,526 | 1,880 | 1,050 | 1,500 | 1,647
L
Weighted Average  for
Austradia (200 Towns}| 998 | 1,815 { 1,526 { 1,083 | 1,526 | 1,842 { 1,012 { 1,972 | 1,607

* Figures not available for 1023,
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By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B
and C, the relative agrregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus
for November, 1924, the index-number for food and groceries in Melbourne
{column A)is 963. Subtracting this from 1,455 (column B) gives » difference
of 492, which is the relative cost of housc rent for houscs of 4 rooms, and
from 1,600 {column C} gives a difference of 637, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be
ascettained similarly for cach of the towns included.

3. Comparisons with Quarterly R.asults —Tn determine the accuracy
of the figures relating to variations in prices prior to 1912 for the capitol
cities only, and those since the beginning of 1912 for the 30 towns, the com-
parisons of the results have been made anmuaally.

In the following table, the first line in each division shows the index-
numbers derived from the special inquiry covering 200 towns; the second
line gives the results obtained from the retumns received for the month of
November, 1924, for the five towns in cach State feom which regular monthly
returns are received ; and the last line gives the rcsults obtained from the
November returns for the capital cities only. The capitsl citics are, of conrse,
included in each of the other two investigations, and the five towns in cach
State are included in the investigation for * all towns 7 :—

Retail Price Index-Numbers—States, 1924,

- " v | Welgitea
Particulnrs. ‘N.S.\'-‘Z ] Vie. ‘ Qland. ! 8.4, I WAL I Tas, ];\vcgﬂlgc.

Foon axd GROCERIES.

All Towna* T Lo11 061 975 1,011 1,124 1,047

10

Iive T'owns in aach

State 1,016 937 LIy | 1,014 1,123 1,051 1.000
Capital Citien only 1,017 958 966 1,016 1,104 1,046 1,000

Rent, 5-Roouep Housrs.
; ;

All Towns* .. { 1,077 | 1,028 757 | L002]  s32 | 1,005 | 1,000
Five Towns in each

State 1,086 1,020 721 1,000 820 1,030 1,000
Capital Cities cmly 1,072 1,023 727 1,002 804 1,080 1,000

Foop axn (ROCERIES AND REINT.

All Towns* . 1,035 984 896 Lol2 1,017 1,031 1.000
Five Towns in ea.ch

State 1,042 981 s71 | 008 | 10w | 1,043 | 1000
Capital Cities only y 1,038 983 $75 1,010 494 1,039 1,000

* For list of towns Included, see Tables on pages 40 to 43,
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The index-numbers for November, 1918 to 1924, computed from the three
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (=1,000), are shown in the
followmg table :—

Retail Price Index-Numbers—Australia, 1918 {o 1924,

Particitars. 1913, | 108, | 1919, | 19020. ‘ 1021, 1922, | 1923, ; 1824,

Foop aNp GROCERIES.

All Towns® . <o | 100G | 1,435 {1,706 | 2,002 | 1,578 | 1,558 | 1,680 | 1,581
Fivo Towna in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,430 | j,701 | 2,007 | 1,577 | 1,564 | 1,688 | 1,681
1,000 { 1,440 11,715 | 2,021 | 1,588 | 1,580 | 1,699 | 1,504

Capital Citics only
. |

RENT oF 5-RooMED Houses.

All Towns* . .. | 1,000 1,031 | 1,103 | 1,228 | 1,268 | 1,347 | 1,433 | 1,494
Five Towns in ench State .. 1,000 | 1,039 { 1,110 | 1,235 | 1,271 [ 1,347 | 1,421 | ),484
Capital Cities only .. 1,000 | 1,033 | 1,099 | 1,225 | 1,261 {1,336 | 1,374 | 1,439

Foop, (GROCERIES, AND RENT.

Al Towna* .. .. | 1,000 {1,282 | 1,477 | 1,708 { 1,461 | 1,478 | 1,592 | 1,648
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,278 | 1,471 | 1,706 | 1,458 | 1,480 | 1,584 | 1,543
Capital Cities only 1,000 | 1,274 | 1,464 | 1,687 (1,455 |1,480 | 1,666 | 1,631

The figures i the vertleal colurons show merely the increase or decreass in cost in November of each
year compared with November, 1913, for AN Towne,”  Flve Towns In each State,” und ** Capltal Cities
only ¥ reapectively.

* See note to preceding table,

The index-numbers in the first line of each division of the table just given
refer to 100 towns for November, 1913 ; to 150 towns for November, 1916
to 1922: and to 200 towns for November, 1923, and November, 1924,
The general closeness of the results is remarkable, and indicates that the
index-numbers for the capital cities only for the years prior to 1912, and for
the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years reflect with a substantial degree
of accuracy the variations in retail prices for Australia. During the period
November, 1313, to November, 1924, the average cost of food and groceries
throughout Australia imcreased 58.1 per cent.; honse rents increased 49.4
per cent. ; the aggregate result showing an inerease of approximately 54.8
per cent.



4G INTHERNATIONAL COMPARISON oF Price INDEX-NuUstners.

§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1924
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year
before the war, being taken as base (= 1,000). These figures arce
obtained chiefly from the “Monthly Bulletin of Statistics ” publishod by
the Leagac of Nations. It must be understood that the figures do not show
the relative prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in
each country separately.

Indez-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries 1913 to 1924 (Prices in 1018 a5 Base =1,000),

. . =]
. “| 3 AT |
URITED a 3] = = = P g
1{111:?1':103:. AUSTRIA. § Eﬁ g s % EE § Eg E‘g g g GRRMANY.
=] = =E ] = =t =
% 182C| B2 | 83| A |AE| S B} &
YEAR. T
Erd
s | | B o .| By .
24 % é omel. | F | 3| B F| S| 2 ) F| F| F| omem
g & & E | & & £ =]
85| 7 % £ 8|15 81§ 3 E|1 8| 51| 8
Aver-
age, A
13 | 1,000 1,000 1,000 .. .. . ey .. | 1.000 v,0000 .. | 1,000 1,000 1,000
1814 .. 1,000 QA7 ¢1,000] a1,000, é1,000) .. |21,000] 1,340; .. 140000 1020 .. 1,060
1016 . 1271 1,251 - e A20] .. v | 1,490 1,080 1,308 1,420
101¢ .. 1,605 1,605 1,280 . 2,060 1,280] 1, 1,630
1617 .- 2001 2041 1,470 . £,840 1,760| 2,018, 1,700
1818 .- 2,265) 2,249 1,500 . 2,030 2,110| 5,302 2,170
19190 .. 241060 2351 1080 .. 5,400 2,310 3,602 4,160
1920 9073 2,053 2832 a.040| 1,520 2,410 3,100| 5,004/11 330 14,800
el | 1,972 1,824 1,810 - s3.060| 1810 1,502 .. | 1L,780| 1,8201 1,730| 8450|125 18,110
1922 1,5688] 1,541 1,585 .. OT0| LAG0| 1,455 13,340] L8100 1700] 1400 3,268|12,100 L
1923 1,580] 1,518 1621 17,853,170| 4,070 1,760 1,664 0,770 2,100] 1,760/ 1,320 4,189(10,050| €166,198,7487
1924 1 1,662] 12,6400 1,7300 10,540,500 5,730 1,770 15301 0,070 28401 1,750} 14301 4,286]11, f1
3 3
2 b 2 é . o -
TraLy. & 2 POLAND, B . 1] = 2
AHE S0E|Es (B E| % es | EE
- e 4 & w ns |08 - a P Fe
YEAR,
; Gﬁg Ofcial } “6"8
B = cial. 1 ] = - i
el adl 3| 3 d18| % 828\ 3. 38|3|¢%
gg= i1 €| ¢ 2| & | 3 |543 g8 & ]
z 88% - =] =] -] =1 H als o -t =]
Avor-
228, g i
1913 1,000 1,000[ 1,000| 3,000} 1,000 .. 1,000, 1,900 e 1,000 1,000 1,000 9,000 1,000
1914 @l , . 955 1,080 . kL,000| 1010 .. d1,000f  050| 1,066 1,023 1,044 66
1915 1,327 088 1,460 .- 1,190 .. . 1,010) 1,474 1,009 1,280 1,070
1016 | 1007 1,171 2260 Lalo} .. L2sof 1,382 1,816 1887 1,
1017 | sosa 14BS| 2,760 Lesd| .- a17e] vees| 1tesi 107 1,
1918 | 4081 1,858 3,730 2070 .. 1,840] 1,778] 1, 1,768 1,651
g | 3ess] .. | 20859 3040 2.0 . <. | zosol 189} 2092| L7177 18
1920 | @244 .. | Zi584] 2,080 g2i0| 3590 ., | 2260 2270l oless| 20117 =2l2ss
1821 | &775| 5,170 2.004| 1,820 i Lo0o| 22200 1,042 1,470) 1,749] 1.718| 2007 1,804
1922 | 5,623 52900 1,958 L800f .. 7281 1,760 1,730| 1,675 1L,490] 1,016 1.620| 1775 1,284
1923 | 8746 6360 1,001 1,610 2,320 8601 17201 L,830) 1,506| Ledo| 1.787 1630 1,747 3206
124 | O5,3500 55400 2,065 1,580 2670 1,1021 1,830° 16200 17460 L60G| 1,738] 16510 1,708 1,287
« April. & Avarage for tha lagt five montha, ¢ Firateix montha, d Jaly. ¢ Fabrunry,
J§ Gold mark pricea. ¢ lor * EkonomsKk Revue ' éeries from 1413 o 192% see Labour Meport No. 14, p, 183,

A End of the Year, & 000,000 omitted. 3 Average for $he last cight months, & Januoary, I Tased
on * Zlety ** prices—1 zloty helng equal to 1,800,000 paper maiks,

2. Refail Prices—Australia and other Countries,—The following table
gives index-numbers of retail prices, {a) cost of living, including articles
other than food, and ¢(b) food only for the month of July in each year from
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1914 to 1924, and where available, for January, 1925, the prices for July,
1914 being taken as base (= 1,0003. Tt must be understood, however, that
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the ““ Monthly Bulletin
of Statistics,” published by the League of Nations, show merely the fluctua-
tions in prices in each individual country, and are not comparable horizontally,

Index-Bumbers of Retail Prices in various Countries for the Month of July, 1014 to 1024, and

January, 1925, with Prices in Yuly, 1814 a3 Base {= 1,000).
(&) COST OF LIVING,

o o 3 ] g g
28 Bl 3| &8 | =z | 4 ' . | B
= | AUSTRIA. = k] = UERMANRY, =
E = § E ki [>] - =] ﬁ
== B i 4] o = =
Sid & & [ & Fa L B
No, of '.Eowns Le'm
an , 50 4 104 21 ia 7l . . .
Loamites. 620 | Vienna. Pari 7 Berlin, |Milan bourg.
g
July 1814 1,000 1,000 .. 1,0000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1, 1,900] 1,000
. 1918 1,250 Leoo| .. 1,220| 1,160 s1060] .. . - .. .
s 1916 1,480 34000 .. . 1,360| 51,4%0 e +e ‘e ‘e ..
. 1T 1,800 ¢, 700 N . 1,5507 b2 510 .. .. +e v
. 1018 2,100 1,600 .. . 1,E20( 05,880 .. . 2800 ..
1S 2,150 25,000 .. 12,360 2,110 59,840 02,380 . . 2800 ..
. 1820 2,550 51,000 .. 1g.830] 2620 0510 &40 0,350 1250 4410| .,
. 1821 £200 00,700 1,008 19,7301 2370] 12,14 3,070 11,240 11,2504 4 040 9,840
., 1622 1,810| 2,845.110| '000| 26,740| ol,080] 11,420] a3,020| 53,920 61,220 4.880[ 3,500
. 1923 1,710] 10,903,000( 1,090 25320] 42,040 11,110| a2,340[e37,651,000| 32,826,100) 4870 4,520
5 1924 1,710] 12,301,000 1,250 20,100| 2,140/ 11,540 da,ﬁggl d1,160 dL M7 5,120 4,986
Jan, 1925 1,780 13,762,000 1.390] pat,650{ »2,2101 11,000) p3,77 1,241 41,078 5,800 5210
, il 4
3] = . - o = g
¥ Potany, | ¥ g E & E il B g 9 CL 3
g i |k | 55| 22|38 5 | B3 =
P s o nd =1 o o =171 ] ey
No. of Towns Bom -
o cgllll Cies. 30 Waoreaw. [Madrkd.| 40 23 bay. ) )] 32 30 25
a ¢ 7 i o g A
July 1914 1,000 1,0 1,000 1,000 i1,0000 1,000 1,000 1.M §1.000 1,000
w 1915 1,170 .. 1,080 L150) 11,190 e 1,050 870|  F1050 1,082
, 1918 1,460 - L0} 13000 d1,d00) .. 1,120] 1,026 71,180 1168
ST T 1,900 . 1,260] L5%0| 00 .. 1,2201 1,300| 1420 1,282
W 1018 2,530 .. 1,540 2,190 2200] 1400 13100 1.460] f1.740 1,440
w1019 2,760 . 1,740 26700 S610] 1,880 1.450) 1,550] &1,770] 1,673
1920 3.020 FI11,730] 1,800 2,700 2530 L1000 1,700 10000 a2 1¥0 1,815
. 1821 3,020 2570001  1a%0| 2300 2,000 1,570 1420 1,550 #1800 1,782
ooanes 2,550 787,070 1,810 1,000 1580 16500 1,350 1470 «l870 1,590
o 1923 2,390 832 L770| 1,740 1,670 1,630 13100 1460] el700 1,584
. 19 2,510 12720 1,840 L1710 1,000] 1,570 L,330] 1450 1,600 1,602
Jan, 1025 2,670 1,600 1,380 pl,7: L680) 1,600 1,330 14000 w1730 1,605
(&t PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS3.
3 i Dog ; 5|
8 ATUSTRIA E 2 a ; -% Frase = =
Bo . - 2 = RARCE. = 2y
2 3 5% 5 | E 2 | g2
=1 & 7] a = ) =
Ko. of Tawns
Whala i - ATpSter-
1o gijdties. [i2:4] Vienna. 50 Country| 100 21 Paria. 320 [} damm,
! n )
July 1914 .o 1 1,000 1,000 .. 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000] 1,000 1,000
. 1915 1] .\ - . 1280 .. 1,200 1,230 .. 1,140
L 1910 .. | 1,610 . - - 14800 .. 1,200 1420 11%0
. 197 -, 2,040 . . o 1,660 .. 1,230 1,340 . 1,460
. 1918 .. ) o2.100 . . . 1,870 .. 2060 2440 .. 1,750
o 1819 | zre o . 2120 2,810  2.800 .. 1
. 1920 .| 2,820 .. L. . 2.530] 10,130 3,730 3,880 12,670 2,100
o 1EL .. | 2260 JAT000¢ 1,000 13,460 2,360 13,230 1,000 3,730 14,910 1,800
W 1922 .o | 1,750] 5,282,3601 870| 14,3001 wl,840| 11,440 200| a3,150 68,360 1,410
. 123 oo | 16501 12,911 0G0| 1,050 ©210| a1,330| 10,020| 8210 «3.370[46,510000f 1,300
1924 .| 1,640 14.362,000| 1,240 9,080 42,0000 10,520 3,000 rLOL| 1,260 1,300
Jali, 1925 o1 1l7e0) 16,246,000 14100 9,5100 23600 103000 0800 e42800  d1,3é8l 1600
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Index-Numbers of Reiail Prices in Various Countries, &o.—continued.
{th PRICE3 OF FOODSTUFF3—cantinued,

. . 4
b o : = . 3 o
. = POLAND, ] & g ] = i i =
5| g G IEIE IR
= 2] = i, =
LE | = ElE3|&E1 8% 5| 5% % | =8
- Mo, of Towna Bom-
and Mllan, 30 Warsaw. 49 23 bay 9 60 BL 30 26
Facalitles, ¥
] o [

July 1914 . 1,600, 1,000 1,000, 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,800 1,0 1,000
» 1815 L. J. | 1,230 . 1230 vree| U.| toro| 1,040 s0| 1,308 1,121
. 1818 .| 1,510] 1,530 .. 1,310 1,410| .. | 1,160] 1,140 1000 1302 11838
» 1017 2,100( a2,030 N 1,770 1,790 .. 1,2801 1,570 1,480 1,263] 1,248
1D seso| a2.710 2.580] 2, o[ 1's40) 1’750 1l050] 1308] 1,303
w 1919 3,100 42,200 3,180 2, N 1,8001 1,860 1,860 1478 1,438
. 1020 4,450 3,190 ‘. 2850 2,8001 .. 1,070 270 2,150 1,942 1,674
. 1zr o [ 5080 2020 456,550] 2,310] 2070| 1,780 1)800| 1,420 1,450] 1,612 1,657
wo1e22 .. | 4,920 2,390 12081100 L7so| 1,530 Leoo| 1160 1,380 1,300| 1482 Li43s
. 1828 .. | 4,960 2180 714/ 1,580] 1,620] 1,430 1,160 1.370| 1,440 1,044 1421
W 1920, 5,086 2,450 © 1,30 1,5650| Loy 1510 1,170 1,370 1430 1485 1,453

Jam, 2925 .. | 5900 £,770 1,754‘ 1,700 1,650 1,200 1,200 1460 1, 1o| 1,484 1,478

o Jume. b Janunry, ¢ Tarst half of the year. d Goll mark prices, & Jinge Jannary 1922,
Including elothing. J December. ¢ Avernges fol yearo ppecified. & From 1015 for month of Augusi,
$ Flgure for the whale country. Avetage for 113, i May. ! Including fuel and so:f.  Average
of selected week In the middle of the year. 1 Quarterly indexes, from 1934 to 1900, third quarier of each
yeal. o lat June. # December, 1924, ¢ February. r August., & November, 1924,
tFrﬁ!en Zh!;lﬁs “Blote ™ prices, t Third Quarter of each year spocified excepting 1925 which ia the first
querter figure.

CHAPTER 11.-WAGES.

$1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts.

1. Qeneral,—Particulars regarding operations under the Comunon-
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of
wages and hours and conditions of labour, showing the number of hoards
authorized and constituted, alse those which had and which had net made
any award or determination in each State, the number and territorial scope
of awards or determinations, and the number of industrial agreements in
force, were first compiled to the 31st December, 1913.*

These particulars have from time to time been revised, and reviews fo

the end of approximately guarterly periods have been published in the periodi-

* cal Labour Bulletins and Quarterly Summaeries to the 31st December,
1924.

*Information a8 to $he main provisions of the various Acts in force may be found n the Officiat Year
Book No. 18, pages 563 to 671,



