
WHOLESALE PRICES. 

CHAPTER I.-PRICES. 

§ 1. Wholesale Prices. 

1. General.—The results of an investigation into wholesale prices 'in 
Melbourne from 1861 to 1923 were given in some detail in previous Reports. 
In this Section results are included for the year 1924. 

The data upon which the investigation is based were obtained mainly 
from reports of Melbourne market prices published in the ordinary press 
and in 'special 'trade reviews. In any case of doubt as to the reliability of 
the figures, the records thus obtained were verified by reference to well-known 
business firms dealing in the articles in question. Every care was taken 
to ensure that the prices quoted for each article refer to a uniform quality, 
and, in cases where more than one source of information was utilized for 
obtaining prices of single commodities, special precautions were taken to 
ensure substantial -continuity of quality or grade. In most cases, monthly 
prices were obtained (but where daily or weekly quotations wore available, 
these were adopted), and arithmetic averages for the several years wore 
computed. In (regard, however, 'to a few commodities, such as coal, tea, 
cot'tbn 'and wool, since monthly prices were not available for back years, 
yearly averages, based in each case on reliable data, were secured. 

It was at first intended to obtain records on the lines indicated for a 
uniform list of commodities for the capital city in each State. Owing, how
ever., to the lange amount of work involved, and to the difficulty experienced in 
obtaining regularly the prices of anything like a uniform representative list 
of commodities from the information published in some of these cities, this 
idea has for the (present been abandoned. 

2. Basis.'—-Eetail prices have the advantage that a comparatively small 
list of -commodities suffices to represent a large proportion of the average 
expenditure. They are, however, 'subject to the difficulty that their varia
tions depend largely upon local conditions, and it is, therefore, necessary 
to collect the data over a wide area. Wholesale prices, on the other hand, 
are fixed usually a t one or two centres, but a. much larger list of commodities 
must be covered. 

The index-numbers up to the year 1911 are based on the prices of 80 
commodities, but since that year the number has been increased to 92.* 
The -methods followed -for the computation of the wholesale price index-
numbers are the same as those adopted in regard to retail prices. The com
modities -included, the units of measurements for which the prices are taken, 
and the mass-units indicating the relative extent to which each commodity, 
in the units of Measurement specified is used or consumed, arc shown in the 
following statement. 

'* In the computation of the mdex-mimbers for years ;pricr to 1911, the aggregate expenditure 
on 80 commodities in 1911 is taken as. l>asc'( = 1000), while for later years the aggregate expenditure 
on 92 commodities in 1911 is taken. 
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Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and 
" Mass-Units." 

Commodity. Brand . U n i t . 
Mass 
Uni t . Commodity . Brand Uni t Maes 

Uni t . 

G R O U P I G R O U P V . 

_ _ 

I ron— Currants lb . 1,400 
Pig Mxd J»Tos ton 61 Raisins Sul tanas 1,400 
Rod and Bar Stafford ,, »i Herrings 1-lb. fresh d o z / 1 - l b . 50 
Angle and T „ ,, St t ins 
Plate ,, „ 3 Salmon 1 lb . tall 60 
'Hoop ,, ,, i Alaska 
Galvanized . . 20 gauge ,, 5 Sardines Halves doz. halves 100 

Tinned Plates . . I.C. Coke cwt. 60 Coffee Planta t ion lb. 200 
Fencing Wire . . No. 8 . . ton 0 Cocoa McKenzie 's 100 
Zinc sheet 
Lead, sheet M 

1 Sugai Xo . 1A ton 22 Zinc sheet 
Lead, sheet ,, * Macaroni lb . 200 

„ Pipes i Sago cwt . 7 
Copper, sheet . . lb . 2,000 Rice ton 1* 
Quicksilver „ 12 Salt . Australian 7 
Coal Newcastle, ton 600 flno 

on wharf Sal t R o c k . . 1 
Mustard Coleman's doz." l - lb . 

t ins 
0 Mustard Coleman's doz." l - lb . 

t ins 
Starch Coleman's 

White 
lb. 100 

G R O U P I I . Blue Keen ' s 50 
Matcl-.es Australian gross 00 Matcl-.es Australian gross 00 

Branbags 
Cornsacks 
Woolpacks 
Leather— 

Waxed K ip . . 
Waxed Split 

doz, 

each 

lb . 

110 
250 
200 

600 
000 

Candles 
Tobacco 

Tea . . 
Kerosene 

Safety 
Rangoon 
Two Seas 

Po 'ket Pes. 

lb. 

gallon 

1,600 
1,300 

3,000 
1,700 

Light Crop . . '' 600 
Cotton Haw . . 24,000 
Wool G r e a s y . . ,, 12,200 
Twine Kcaper 

and " 150 G R O U P VJ 
1 

Binder 
Tallow Mutton 

Prime 
ton 11 Beef 

Mut ton 

Average 
quali ty 

100 lbs. 

lb . 

300 

33,000 
Veal , 2,000 
L a m b , 5,000 
Pork 3,700 

G R O U P I [I. 

Whea t bushel 500 
Flour 
Bran 

ton 48 
14 

G R O U P V I ] . Flour 
Bran 

48 
14 

Pollard 
Oats . . 
Oatmeal 

Milling 
Colonial 

bushel 
t on 

14 
1,200 

l i 

T i m b e r - Flooring— 
fixlj 
6 x J 
e x i 
6 x i 

Weather
boards 

Oregon 

100 ft. tin. 30 
30 
30 
30 

200 

Barley 

Maize 
H a y . . 

Malting 
Feed . . 

Best Mngr. 

bushel 

t on 

150 
100 

1,000 
135 

Flooring— 
fixlj 
6 x J 
e x i 
6 x i 

Weather
boards 

Oregon 

» 

30 
30 
30 
30 

200 

Chaff 
Straw 

Pr ime . . 
Victorian » 135 

25 

Flooring— 
fixlj 
6 x J 
e x i 
6 x i 

Weather
boards 

Oregon 1,000 ft. 20 

Peas 
Pota toes 
Malt . . 
Onions 

Victorian 

bushel 
ton 

bushel 
ton 

55 
40 

140 
3 

Cement 
Whi te Lead . . 
Slates 

Shelving 
Por t land 

Welsh 
20 x 10 

8UP. 

cask 
ton 

1,000 

10 
30 

I 
4 

G R O U P IV 

Cement 
Whi te Lead . . 
Slates 

Shelving 
Por t land 

Welsh 
20 x 10 

8UP. 

cask 
ton 

1,000 

G R O U P IV 
G R O U P VI I. 

lb . 800 
3,200 

G R O U P VI I. 

H a m 
Bacon 

lb. 800 
3,200 Cream of T a r t a r I n kegs lb . 400 

Cheese 1,500 Carbonate of t on 4 
But te r Best Fresh ,, 9,500 Soda 
Lard Bulk . . 200 Sal tpetre Refined ., l ' l - l 

Eggs 
Honey 

Ordinary doz . 
lb . 

1,800 
600 

Sulphur 
Caustic Soda . . cwt . i 

7 Beeswax 40 Alum L u m p . . ton i 
Condensed Milk Bacchus 

Marsh 
doz. l b . 160 Cyanide Po tas 

sium 
lb. 570 
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3 Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers have been computed for each 
group of commodities, as well as for all groups combined. These index-
numbers are shown in the following table — 

Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers, 1861 to 1924, Computed with Year 1911 
as Base (= 1,000). 

I . I I . I I I . IV. V. VI. V I I . VIIT. All Com
Y E A H Metals Ju te , Agricul Dai ry Grocer Building Chemi modities 

and Leather, tural Pro Produce. ies. Meat. Materials. cals. together . 
Coal. 

1.381 

duce, &o. 

1,008 1361 1,438 1.381 1,583 1,008 1,963 1,070 2,030 1,538 
1871 1,090 1,257 1,236 864 1,586 1,044 1,409 1,229 
1881 1,178 1,115 1,012 935 1,421 1,091 1,587 1,121 
1891 395 847 1,024 995 1,032 '888 780 1,194 945 
1901 1,061 774 928 1,029 1,048 1,345 S41 917 974 

1911 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
1912 1,021 991 1,370 1,206 1,052 1,357 1,057 978 1,170 
1913 1,046 1,070 1,097 1,054 1,024 1,252 1,128 995 1,088 
1914 1,099 1,032 1,207 1,137 1,021 1,507 1,081 1,253 1,149 
1915 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,530 1,133 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,604 
1916 i 1,695 1,423 1,208 1,485 1,322 2,515 1,491 1,760 1,504 
1917 2,129 2,008 1,157 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,884 2,171 1,682 
1918 2,410 2,360 1,444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2,686 3,225 1,034 
1919 ' 2,125 2,303 1,985 1,651 1,516 2,348 2,851 2,898 2,055 
1920 2,298 2,624 2,439 2,209 1,918 3,279 3,226 2,825 2,480 
1921 2,173 1,362 1,767 2,000 1,976 2,158 2,733 2,303 1,903 
1922 1,942 1,681 1,628 1,648 1,869 1,787 2,005 1,965 1,758 
1923 1,820 2.14S 1,778 1,837 1,746 2,579 2,025 1,933 1,944 
1924 , 1,835 2,41S 1,647 1,655 1,721 2,223 1,815 1,808 1,885 

>"OTK.—The figures given in this table are comparable in the vertical columns, but are not directly 
comparable horizontally. The index-numbers are reversible. 

The index-numbers have in each case been computed with the prices 
in the year 1911 as base ; that is to say, they show the amount which would 
have had to be expended in each of the years specified in order to purchase 
what would have cost £1,000 in 1911 distributed in purchasing the relative 
quantities (indicated by the mass-units) of the several commodities included 
in such group, and in all groups respectively. Thus, in the last column the 
cost of the relative quantities of the various commodities was 1,229 in 1871, 
and 974 in 1901, as compared with 1,000 in 1911 and 1,885 in 1924. In other 
words, prices were lower in 1911 than in either 1871 or 1924, and the pur
chasing-power of money in 1911 was accordingly greater. Again, prices 
were higher in 1911 than in 1901, and the purchasing-power of money in the 
former year was therefore less. 

The general index-number for the year J924 shows a decrease of 3.0 
per cent, compared with that for 1923. In Groups I. and I I . increases 
of 0.5 and 12.C per cent, respectively were recorded. All other groups 
showed decreases ranging from, 1.4 per cent, in the case of Group Y. 
(Groceries) to 13.S per cent, in Group VI. (Meat). 

The index-numbers for the full period from 1871 to 1911 (and for 1861 
# and 1866) are given in Eeport No. 1, page 48. 

4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels.—The following table gives 
the index-numbers for the four quarters of 1924 and the first quarter 
of 1925:— 
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Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers for 1924 and First Quarter,, 1926 
(Base 1911 = 1,000). 

N o . of 

I n d e x N u m b e r s . 

N o . of 
Group. Com J a n . April J u l y Oct. J a n . 

modit ies . to to . to . to to 
March, Juno , Sept., D e c , March, 
1924. 1924. 1924. 1924. 1925. 

L Metals and Coal 14 1,880 1,882 1,880 1>,843 1,842 
I I . Textiles, Lea the r e t c 10 2,686 2,448 2,280 2,357 2,244 

i l l . Agricultural rrocfuco 16 1,660 1,603 1,654 1,671 1,670 
I V . Dai ry Produce 0 1,725 1,649 1,689 1,568 1,498 

V. Groceries 21 1,715 1,714 1,723 1,733 1,742 
VI . Meat 5 2,383 2,232 2,004 2,212 2,239 

VTT. Building Materials . . 10 1,955 1,875 1,764 1,664 1,679 
v m . Chemicals . . 7 1,818 1,805 1,785 1,784 1,784 

All Groups* 92 1,946 l',880 1,848 1,866 ; 1,848 

• Weightodi average. 

5. Variations since Outbreak of War,—The variations in the indas-
numbors of the separate commodity groups for the years. 1915. to 1924, and 
for each month from January, 1924, to April, 1925, are shown m the following 
tabic, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, as base 
(=1,000) for each group :— 

Melboume Wholesale Prices, Index-Numbers, July 1914, Years 1915 to 1924, and Monthly, 
January, 1924, to April, 1925. (Base July, 1914 = 1,000). 

I . 11. I I I . IV. V. VI . vn. vm. 
Metals Text i les Agri Da i ry Building- Chemi All 

Period. a n d Leather, cul tural P ro  Groceries. Meat. Mater cals'. Groups: 
Coal. 

1,000 

e tc . 

1,000 

Produce . duce . ials. 

1,000 Ju ly 1914 . . 

Coal. 

1,000 

e tc . 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Voar 1915 1,166 934 2,024 1,272 1,098 1,502 1,164 l 1,490 1,406 

„ 1910 1,539 1,307 1,130 1,236 1,266 1,551 1,361 1,716 1,318 
„ 1917 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 • 1,480 1,722 2,141 ' 1,456 
„ 1918 2,197 2,324 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3.P85 l',606 
„ 1919 . . 1,030 2,109 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
„ 1920 2.091 2,430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,044 2,764 2,178 
„ 1921 1,974 1,230 1,653 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,608 
„ 1922 1.763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1,811 1,102 1,830, 11,917 ' 1,641 
,. 1923 1,658 1,972 1,664 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,885 1,704 
„ 1924 1,607 2,220 1,541 1,376 1,668 1,371 1,656 1,761 1,653 

J a n . 1924 1,656 2,439 1,622 1,492 1,654 1,459 1,809 1,847 1,739 
Feb. 1,665 2,392 1,648 1,457 1,663 1,607 1,773 l',781 1,715 
March ,, 1,065 2,292 1,490 1,353 1,668 1,442 1,774 1,731' . 1,665 
April 1,664 2,322 l',470 1,325 1,647 1,450 1,726 1,765 1,659 
May „ 1,665 2,287 1,500 1,393 1,661 1,323 1,720 1,758 1,652 
J u n e ., 1,662 2,133 1,515 1,391 1,670 1,356 1,689 1,753 1,633 
Ju ly • „ 1,666 2,119 1,625 1,431 1,077 1,281 1,666 1,743 1,626 
August 1,667 2,095 1,680 1,390 1,666 1,195 1,609 1,740 1,615 
Sept . „ 1,669 2,006 1,639 1,386 1,667 1,343 1,566 i 1,740 1,619 
Oct. 1,671 2,141 1,562 1,346 1,673 1,330 1,541 1,740 1,031 
Nov. 1,672 2,155 1,552 1,276 1,675 1,370 1,528 1,740 1,630 
Dec. 1,679 2,195 1,578 1,263 1,091 1,393 1,485 1,740 1,046 

Jan 1925 1,679 2,115 1,691 1,205 1,697 1,392 1,521 1,740 1,633 
l?eb. 1,669 2,086 1,564 1,226' 1,689 1,423 1,51'8 1,740 1,626 
March 1,670 1,982 1,558 1,300 1,677 1,327 1,550 , 1,740 1,601 
April 1,1106 1,003 1,551 1,348 1,650 1,313 1,5*8 ' l',728 1,684 
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6. Seasonal Fluctuations.—In order to show the seasonal fluctuations 

in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each, quarter 
of the year 1924. These are given in the following table, firstly, eomputedi 
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year 
1924 as base. Corresponding figures for purchasingrpower of money (retail 
prices of food, groceries a'id of house rent) have been included for compara
tive purposes. • 

Melbourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly/ Index-Numbers, 1924. 

Pari ioulars. 

Wholesale Price Indox-Numbers with 1911 as base 
(=1,000) 

Wholesale Price- Index-Numbers with average for 
1924 as base (<= 1,000) . . 

Retail Price (Food, Groceries, and Houso Itent) Index-
Numbers with avorage for 1924 as baso ( = 1,000) . . 

Jan. 
to 

March. 

I 1,946 

1,032 

1,008 

Aprih 
to 

Juno. 

1,880. 

997 

1,002 

July 
to 

Sept. 

1,848 

'180 

995 

Oct. 
to 

Dec. 
Whole 
Year. 

1,806. 1,885 

9U0 . 1,000 

994 ) t.OOO 

In both wholesale and retail prices there was a decrease during the 
year 1924 as compared with the year 1923. 

7. Prices, 1923 and 1924.—In Section 3 of the Appendix particulars are 
given as to the average prices of the particular brands of commodities used 
in computing the index-numbers in the years 1923 and' 1924. Corresponding 
information for previous years as far back as 1871 was given in the Appen -
di'xes to previous Reports. 

§ 2. Retail Prices—Food, Groceries, aitd> Rent. 

1. General.—In normal circumstances changes in the cost of living 
due to variations in prices and not to alteration in standard can best be 
measured by means of index-numbers of prices. A " composite unit," 
consisting of appropriate quantities of the commodities which enter into 
general consumption in Australia, and including housing accommodation, 
has, therefore, been adopted, and a comparison of the value of this composite 
unit at the prices ruling at any given date with the value determined by 
means of the prices ruling at some basic date furnishes the retail price index-
number for the given date, and indicates the proportionate increase or decrease 
in the amount of money necessary to purchase such a composite unit. This 
method of computation is usually known as the " aggregate expenditure 
method." There are other methods of computing index-numbers, but 
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probably none so satisfactorily combines simplicity of procedure with accuracy 
of result. Investigations concerning retail prices are made by this Bureau 
in respect of the following matters :— 

(i.) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns. 
(ii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices and house rent in 30 towns, 

(iii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing- and miscellaneous 
expenditure in 30 towns, 

(iv.) Annual variations in retail prices and house rent in 200 towns. 
(v.) Intermittent Householders' Budget Inquiries. 

hi earlier reports the results of comprehensive investigations concerning 
prices and prices-indexes for past years were published, and an account: 
was given of the methods used in the collection of data and the computation 
of results. A discussion of the theory upon which the calculation of the 
index-numbers is based was furnished in Appendixes to Eeport No. 1, issued 
in December. 1912. In Appendix 1, to Report No. 9, an endeavour was made 
to set forth the essentials of the problem and of its solution. 

For further particulars concerning the : : aggregate expenditure method " 
of index-numbers, reference may be made to Eeport No. 6, pages 19 and 20. 
and to Report No. 12. pages 22 and 23 

2 Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and Expenditure on Living. 
—A change in the " cost of living " may be due to a change in the standard 
of living, or in the retail price level, or in both : the expenditure on living 
depends thus on three factors, viz. :— 

(i.) The nature of the commodities consumed ; 
(ii) The quantities of the commodities consumed ; and 

(iii.) The prices of these commodities. 

A change in any one of these may produce a change in the expenditure 
on living. In-order to obtain index-numbers that will satisfactorily measure 
variation in price level, it is necessary that the particular series of commodities 
selected, and the relative quantities of these, remain constant. This phase 
of the subject is dealt with more fully in Labour Report No. 1, Appendix 
VI I I . ; in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 17-18 : in Labour Bulletin No. 9, pp. 
27 to '16: in Labour Bulletin No. 11-, pp. 127 to 130; and in Part [T. of 
Appendix I. of Labour Report No. 9. 

Notwithstanding the explicit statement of the purpose and scope of 
these investigations given in the various Labour Reports, misunderstanding 
in regard thereto is still prevalent. Mauy persons, having noticed that 
a different regimen gives a very different aggregate cost, have thought that 
the computed price-indexes must vary considerably with change of regimen. 
In Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130., it is shown, by calculations based on 
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widely different regimens, that the mode adopted of investigating retail price 
level is not vitiated by employing a fixed regimen. Where a standard 
of living, or living Wage, has been fixed, the tables can be used as a basis to 
determine the variations in the cost of living until such time as the regimen 
used as a basis for estimation has ceased to be fairly representative of the 
usage of the community. Should a change be necessary, certain safeguards 
which have been indicated in Labour Report No. 1, Appendixes VIII. and 
IX., and further dealt with in Appendix I. of Labour Report No. 9 must 
be applied. 

3. The Composite Unit.—The 47 items making up the " composite unit " 
may be divided into four groups, viz., (i.) groceries and bread, (ii.) dairy 
produce, (iii.) meat, (iv.) housing. The cost of these items covers about 
60 per cent, of the total expenditure of a normal family. 

Special investigations have been made with reference to variations in 
the cost of the items and services included in the balance of expenditure, 
and the results are given in § 3 of this Chapter. 

The index-numbers computed on the basis of food, groceries, and housing 
in the past can bo accepted as a fair reflection of the variation in the whole 
ordinary household expenditure in normal times. The question of procedure 
in abnormal circumstances was referred to in Labour Report No. 6, pp. 20 
to 22. 

The constitution of the " composite unit " is shown hereunder. 

Retail Prices.—Composite Unit. 

Commodity or 
Service. 

Unity of 
Quantity. 

" Mass 
Unit." 

GROUP I.—GROCERIES (INCLUDING BREAD). 

1. Bread 2 lb.loaf 4C8 
2. Hour, ordinary 25 lb. bags 11 
3. Tea lb. 30 
4. Coffee 

)} 
2 

5. Sugar 
(> 

460 
6. Itico „ 50 
7. Sago ,, 8 
8. Jam 

(, 73 
9. Oatmeal 

}( 
35 

10. luteins . . 14 
11. Currants 14 
12. Starch . . 1 
15. Blue doz. sqs. i 
14. Candles lb . 16 
15. Soap ,, 04 
16. Potatoes 14 lbs. 64 
17. Onions lb. 68 
18. Kerosene gallon 17 

GROUP II.—DAIRY PRODUCTS. 

10. Milk quart 300 
20. Butter lb. 95 
21. Cheese . . „ 15 
22. Eggs dozen 18 
23. Bacon, middle lb. 16 
24. Bacon, shoulder „ 16 
25. Ham „ 8 

Commodity or Unity of " Mass 
Service. Quantity. Unit." 

GROur III.—MEAT. 

26. Beef, sirloin lb. 67 
27. Beef, rib . . 82 
28. Beef, flank 12 
29. Beef, shin 14 
30. Beef, steak, rump 24 
31. Beef, steak, shoulder 53 
32. Beef, steak, stewing „ 53 
33. Beef, corned round 39 
34. Beef, biisket, with 

bone 11 
35. Beef, brisket, without 

bone 32 
36. Mutton, leg 92 
37. Mutton, shoulder . . 62 
38. Mutton, loin 30 
39. Mutton, neck 40 
40. Mutton, ciiops, loin 62 
41. Mutton, chops, leg ,, 15 
42. Mutton, chops, neck ,, 31 
43. Pork, leg . . ,, 9 } 
44. Pork, loin 

f( 
8 } 

45. Pork, belly ,, 10} 
46. Pork, chop-! " 8J 

GROUP IV.—HOUSING. 

47. House Accommodate j 
tion . . . . 1 week 48} 
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This inquiry so far as the capital cities are concerned goes back to 1901, 
and all •possible precautions have been taken to ensure accuracy. 

i. Other Investigations.—(i.) General.—As already indicated, these are 
concerned with '(1) Annual variations in the price index-numbers for 200 
towns, (2) the cost of living according to householders' budget inquiries, 
(3) special inquiries as to the cost of food, groceries, and housing in various 
towns and localities, and (4) the investigation by the Royal Commission 
on the Basic Wage. 

(ii.) Price-Indexes for 200 Towns.—An investigation as to variation in 
price-indexes for 100 Australian towns was carried out for the months of 
November;, 1913, and November, 1914. From 1915 to 1922 the number 
of towns from which returns were collected annually was inoroased from 100 
to 150, and from November, 1923, the number was further raised to 200. The 
results of the investigations for November of each year from 1913 to 1922 
were published in various issues of the Report. Prior to 1912 investigations 
were made concerning the price-indexes in the capital cities only, but for 1912 
and subsequent years monthly inquiries have been extended to 30 towns. 
The general agreement of the various results shows that the index-numbers 
published for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1912, aud for the 
30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, fairly indicate the variations in the 
cost of food, groceries, and housing in each State and throughout. Austridia 

(iii.) Householders' Budgets.-—The first collection of these was made in 
1910—11, and the results, which covered a period of twelve months, were pub
lished in December, 1911. A second was made during 1913 for the month 
of November only, and results were given in a special report, entitled "Labour 
Report, No. 4, Expenditure on Living in the Commonwealth, November, 
1913." In September, 1917, the Government of Western Australia ap
pointed a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of 
life in that State. Under the authority of this Commission budgets were 
obtained from householders showing their weekly expenditure in detail. 
The Commonwealth Statistician undertook the necessary analysis of the 
returns, and the report, when completed, was forwarded to the Western 
Australian Government, at vvhose request it was published in Labour Report 
No. 9, pp. 63-71. 

(iv.) Special Investigations.—During recent years, in connexion with 
Arbitration Court proceedings,. the question has been raised of the cost of 
living in certain country .towns and districts as compared with the cost in 
the towns usually covered by the investigations of the Bureau. In order 
to ascertain the necessary particulars inquiries were made in over 100 towns 
and localities, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the 
tribunals concerned. 

(v.) Investigations by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.—In 
December, 1919, the Commonwealth Government appointed a Commission 
consisting of three representatives of Employers' Organizations, and tliree 
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair
man . The terms of the Commission are given hereinafter. 



RBT&IL PRTOGS—Kooo, GROCERIES, M«B KENT. 17 

This Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and 
the seco'i d in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard 
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the 1st November, 
1920, foi ,a family -co. listing of man, wife, and three children under fourteen 
years of age, was as follows :— 

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost o£ Living, 1st November, 1920. 

1 
I'afdiciflars. 

i 

1 

Melbotttfao.' 
1 

Sydney. : 
1 

Biisbane. | 

I 

Adelaide. 

£ s. d. 
0 19 0 
2 7 2 
1 S 3 
1 1 2 

Perth. 

£ s. d. 
0 19 0 
2 4 11 
1 7 9 
1 2 3 

Hobart. 

c 

C
£

fc,3
S

 

£ s. A. 
1 0 0 
2 0 2 
1 9 0 
1 -0 i|0 

£ s. d. 
1 2 0 
2 G 9 
1 7 0 
1 1 4 

£ s. d.' 
0 17 0 
2 3 1 
1 0 0 
1 0 1 ' 

Adelaide. 

£ s. d. 
0 19 0 
2 7 2 
1 S 3 
1 1 2 

Perth. 

£ s. d. 
0 19 0 
2 4 11 
1 7 9 
1 2 3 

£ s. d. 
0 19 0 
2 8 11 
1 9 2 
0 19 10 

To ta l . . j 5 16 (i 5 17 1 5 6 2 5 10 1 5 13 11 5 16 11 

The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which 
are fully set out in the first report) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as 
follows — 

Kosral Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, etc., 1914 to 1920. 

Y**aTs Melbourne, i Sydney. 

£ s. d. 
3 12 11 
4 1 0 
•t 4 0 
4 0 8 
4 14 8 
5 5 3 
T> 17 1 

Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 

1914 
1915 . 
9 9 1 6 . . 
1 9 1 7 . . 
1 9 1 8 . . 
1 9 1 9 . . 
1 9 2 0 . . 

; 1 
£ ». 4. ' 
3 7 9 ' 
8 1-0 9 ' 
3 17 5 
4 2 2 
4 8 10 
4 ] 8 5 
5 10 0 

Sydney. 

£ s. d. 
3 12 11 
4 1 0 
•t 4 0 
4 0 8 
4 14 8 
5 5 3 
T> 17 1 

£ a. d. 
3 4 0 
3 11 3 
3 13 10 
3 19 3 
4 0 0 
4 15 10 
5 () 2 

£ s. d. 
3 11 2 
3 19 0 
3 19 7 
4 3 2 
4 10 11 
5 2 6 
5 16 1 

£ a. d. 
3 12 9 
3 ]7 1 
4 1 2 
4 4 2 
4 9 2 
5 0 9 
S 13 11 

£ e. d. 
3 6 9 
3 15 1 
3 15 6 
4 4 10 
4 8 6 
5 0 4 
5 16 I t 

The results of investigations into the variation in the cost of living 
since 1920 according to this standard are given in § 3 of this Chapter. 

5. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1901 to 1924.—(i.) General.—Index 
numbers, computed separately for each group of commodities and services 
included in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all groups 
together, are shown for the capital city of each State in the following table. 
la this table the weighted aggregate expenditure for the whole of the capital 
cities in 1911 for each group or combination is taken as base ( = 1,000), and 
the figures for the separate cities give the relative cost of the regimen. These 
index-numbers are comparable in all respects within the limits of a group 
or combination, since within such limits they show not only the variations 
from year to year, in each city, but comparisons also as to the relative cost 
in the different cities for the same year or for different years :— 
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Retail Price Index-Numbers—Capital Cities, 1901 to 1924. t 
Tho index -numbers uiven in the separate parts of the table cannot bo compared with eaoh ot'ier in 

order to show the relative cost of fsay) housing, and food and groceries, since tho weighted average cost 
for the six cities takeu rogcthtTin 1911 in eacn qroup or combination is made equal to 1,000. 

TOWN. 1901. 1907. 1911. 1914. 1915 1917 1918. 1919. 1020. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 

GROUP I.—GROCERIES. 

Sydney 870 904 1,018 1,112 1,281 1,320 1,393 1,710 2,130 1,976 1,837 1,833 1,710 
Melbourne 897 817 924 990 1.222 1,188 1,203 1,526 1,926 1,897 1,705 1,708 1,575 
Brisbane 1,011 969 1,087 1,070 1,331 1,323 1,400 1,795 2,155 1,958 1.811 1.832 1,685 
Adelaide 949 903 95S 1,061 1,310 1,210 1.344 1,592 2,030 1,907 1,700 1,744 1,643 
Perth 1,006 1,013 1,276 1,113 1,351 1,329 1,394 1,018 2.008 1,055 1,729 1,692 1,027 
Hobart 935 888 1,003 1,070 1,250 1,203 1,341 1,582 1,995 1,927 1,758 1,70-! 1,683 

Weighted Average* 912 S85 1,000 1,062 1,272 1,201 1,342 1,631 2,039 1,937 1,774 1,770 1,050 

GROUP ir.—DAIBA- PRODUCE. 

Svdney 881 932 971 1,110 1,221 1,310 1,358 1,578 1.957 1,828 1,076 1,831 1,000 
Me. bourne 909 967 959 1,075 1,350 1,271 1,325 1,454 1,929 1,840 1,595 1,745 1,004 
Brisbane 833 837 983 995 1,2/7 1,294 1,334 1,573 1,810 1,004 1,502 1.071 1,558 
Adelaide . . 075 028 1,103 1,194 1,360 1,228 1,315 1,487 1,887 1,723 1,578 1,084 1,620 
Per th 1,290 1,200 1,241 1,244 1,475 1,406 1,427 1.017 1,954 1,951 1,730 1,806 1,720 
H o b a r t 931 955 094 1,177 1,439 1,313 1,305 1,540 1,970 1,848 1,539 1,665 1,540 

Weighted Average* 945 955 1,000 1,108 1,307 1,295 1,345 1,526 1,928 1,815 1,027 1,767 1,630 

GROUP III.-—MEAT. 

1,025 994 959 1,280 1,778 2,154 2,020 2,125 2,388 1,838 1,409 1,788 1,845 
Melbourne 1,077 1,067 029 1.270 1,800 1,949 1,903 1,050 2,414 1,072 1,591 2,020 1,958 
Brisbane 1.020 1,024 935 1.103 1,549 1,007 1,819 1,905 2,126 1,719 1,256 1,468 1,838 
Adelaide . 1,221 1,059 1.037 1,502 1,930 2,079 2,109 2,187 2,507 2,097 1,815 2,106 2,222 
Perth 1,378 1,511 1.577 1,688 1,722 1,913 1,708 2,200 2.224 2,113 1,904 2.084 2,520 
Hobart 1,225 1,279 1,221 1,493 1,789 2,274 2,427 2,250 2,045 2,382 2,128 2,345 2,463 

Weighted Average* 1.101 1,074 1,000 1,323 1,781 2,022 1,992 2,063 2,390 1,934 1,587 1,904 1,982 

GROUPS 1., II., AND I I I . C O M B I N E D . — F O O D AND G R O C E R I E S . 

Sydney 917 936 989 1,156 1,396 1,540 1,549 1,78.3 2,148 1,898 1,703 1,820 1,732 
Melbourne 905 925 935 1,091 1,411 1,412 1.400 1,020 2,056 1,901 1,044 1,802 1,084 
Brisbane . . . 005 947 1,018 1,078 1.373 1,406 1,495 1,702 2,052 1,812 1,608 1,093 1,090 
Adelaide 1,028 951 1,020 1,215 1,487 1,445 1,554 1,719 2,132 1,900 1,723 1,823 1,791 
Per th 1,184 1,197 1,346 1,302 1,483 1,505 1,486 1,772 2,050 1,005 1,770 1,82 1,891 
Hoba r t 1,011 1,010 1,058 1,212 1,445 1,544 1.035 1,748 2,102 2,025 1,794 1,863 1,849 

Weighted Avorage* 972 955 1,000 1,144 1,410 1,472 1,514 1,716 2,101 1,902 1,034 1,806 l , 7a2 

GltOUl IV.— HOUSING. (\\ EiaHTBD A V E R A G E A H . HOUSES). 

Sydney 858 911 1.090 1,279 1,220 1,215 1,25? 1,289 1,415 1,474 1,535 1,017 1,087 
Melbourne 733 804 970 1,120 1,085 1,124 1,180 1,283 1,405 1,502 1,597 1,672 1,729 
Brisbane 488 575 707 882 859 859 905 983 1,001 1,079 1,206 1,247 1,242 
Adelaide 029 812 1,112 1,040 932 959 1,022 1,108 1,210 1,289 1,360 1,450 1,551 
Perth 801 684 810 914 848 874 885 910 996 1,055 1,092 1,124 1,134 
Hobart 667 708 805 914 928 951 950 1,134 1,373 1,440 1,445 1,002 1,005 

Weighted Average* 701 816 1,000 1,135 1.081 1,008 1,143 1,215 1,333 1,404 1,480 1,551 1,009 

ALL GROUPS COMBINED.— F O O D , GROC ERIES, AND BOOSING. 

Sydney 893 926 1,031 1,206 1,323 1,406 1,427 1,580 1,847 1,724 1,634 1,737 1,714 
Melbourne 870 875 950 1,105 1,277 1,294 1,349 1,481 1,788 1,737 1,625 1,749 1 703 
Brisbane 769 794 915 997 1,162 1,181 1,252 1442 1,045 1,511 1,442 1,310 1,506 
Adelaido 864 894 1,058 1 143 1,259 1,245 1,335 1,408 1,750 1,053 1,574 1,670 1,093 
Perth 1,027 986 1,126 1,143 1,222 1,240 1,239 1,420 1,017 1,009 1,495 1,538 1,580 
Hobart 869 886 954 1,090 1,233 1,301 1,350 1,496 1,837 1.7S5 1,651 1.751 1,773 

Weighted Average* 880 897 1,000 1,140 1,278 1,318 1,302 1,510 1,785 1.697 1,600 1,700 1,082 

tfote.—As to basis of index-numbers, see remarks o>\ payes 1 :j to lfl. 
* For alt capital cities. 

t Index-numbers for years 1902-13 are given in Labour Report No. 6, p. 26, and for 1916 in Labour 
Report No. 14, p. 29. 
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(ii.) Groceries (18 Commodities).—The index-number for this group was 
lower in 1924 than in 1923 in all the capital cities. The decrease 
for all cities in 1924 compared with 1923 amounts to 6.8 per cent. ; compared 
with 1911 there has been an increase of 65.0 per cent. ; and compared with 
1901 an increase of 80.9 per cent. The average cost in 1924 of the com
modities included was highest in Sydney and lowest in Melbourne. 

(iii.) Dairy Produce (7 Commodities).—The index-numbers for this group 
were lower for 1924 than for 1923 in all the capitals. The index-number 
for all the cities in 1924 was 7.8 per cent, lower than in 1923, 63.0 per cent, 
higher than in 1911, and 72.5 per cent, higher than in 1901. The average cost 
in 1924 of the commodities was highest in Perth and lowest in 
Hobart. 

(iv.) Meat (21 Cats or Joints of Butcher's Meat).—The index-numbers 
for this group were higher in 1924 than in 1923 in all the capital cities except 
Melbourne. The index-number for all the cities in 1924 was 4 .1 per cent, 
higher than in 1923 ; 98. 2 per cent, higher thau in 1911. and 80.0 per cent, 
higher than in 1901. The average cost for 1924 of the commodities included 
was highest in Perth and lowest in Brisbane. 

(v.) Food and Groceries (Groups I., II.. and III. combined).—The index-
numbers for this group show the aggregate effect of movements in prices 
of commodities, apart from variations in house rent. There was a decrease 
in 1924 as compared with 1923 in all the cities except Perth. Taking the 
weighted .average for all the capitals, the prices of the 46 items of food and 
groceries specified on page 26 were 4.0 per cent, lower in 1924 than in 
1923, 73.2 per cent, higher than in 1911, and 78.2 per cent, higher than 
in 1901. The average cost of these items for 1924 was highest in Perth 
and lowest in Melbourne. 

(vi.) Housing.—Except in Adelaide—where rents remained stationary 
from 1901 to 1904, and fell in 1913—and in Perth—where they decreased 
from 1903 to 1907, and again in 1908-9 and 1914—there was an increase 
in house rents in each of the capitals from 1901 to 1914. The abnormal 
situation due to the war resulted in entirety changed conditions for the years 
1915 to 1924. For 1915 there was a decrease in the cost of housing in all the 
cities except Hobart, where there was a small increase. In 1916 Melbourne 
and Perth showed slight increases, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide slight 
decreases, while the index-number for Hobart was the same for 1916 as for 
1915. From 1917 to 1924, there was an increase in all the cities with the 
exception of Brisbane, which showed a slight decrease in 1924 as compared 
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with 1923. The index-number for 1924' is 3.7 per cent, higher than for 
1923, 60.9 per cent, higher than for 1911, and 114.2 per cent, higher than for 
1901. The greatest increase since 1901; has occurred in Brisbane (154.5 per 
cent.), followed in t h e order named by Hobart (149. 6 per cent.), Adelaide 
(146. 6 per cent.), Melbourne (T35.9' per cent.)', Sydney (96. 6 per cent), and1 

Perth (41. 6 per cent.). 

(vii.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined.—The weighted average 
index-numbers for the combined expenditure upon these items show a 
decrease of 1.1 per cent, in 1924 compared with 1923, an increase of 68.2 
per cent, compared with 1911, and 91.1 per cent, compared with 1901. The 
index-number was lower in 1904 than in any other year during the period 
covered by these investigations. I t rose in 1905 and 1906, but fell in 1907 
There was a substantial rise in 1908, followed by a slight decline in 1909 
Further rises occurred in 1910 and 1911, and again in 1912, when the increase 
was considerable (10.1 per cent.). The index-number for 1913 was practically 
the same as for 1912, but in 1914 there was a rise of 3. 2 per cent., in 1915. 
of 12.1 per cent., and in 1916 of 3.6 per cent. The index-number for 1917 
was 0. 5 per cent, lower than, for 1916, but in 1918 there, was a rise of 3. 3 
per cent. The figure for 1919 showed a rise of 10. 9 per cent.,, and there 
was a further sharp rise of 18. 2 per cent, for 1920, the highest recorded. 
The index-number for 1921 showed a decline of 4. 9 per cent, compared 
with 1920, and that for 1922 was 5.7 per cent, less than the figure for 1921. 
For. 1923 there was a rise of 6.3 per cent, on, the. figure for 1922, while for 1924 
the index-number was 1.1 per cent, lower than for 1923. 

Compared with 1911, the base-year of the period, the weighted average 
price index-number showed an increase of 68. 2 per cent, for 1924. From 
1901 to 1912 inclusive, the index-number for Perth was higher than for any 
other capital city, except for the year 1909. From 1913 to 1920 the figure 
for Sydney was the highest, and for 1921, 1922, 1923, and 1924 the index-
number for Hobart was higher than for any other capital city.. 

=? 6. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1920 to 1924.—The following tables give 
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries 
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia a t yearly, 
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly 
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food', groceries, and 
housing. As explained on pp. 31 and 32 of Labour Report'oNo\ 6; these are 
now computed to the same base as the index-numbers relating to the six 
capital cities, which go back to the year 1901. 
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Ketail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns, 1921 to 1924 : Weighted Average ot Six 
Capital Cities in JB11 as Base* (= 1,000). 

N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. V I C T O R I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 
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FOOD AND GROCERIES—16 COMMODITIES. 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 

2,148 
1,898 
1,703 
1,820 
1,732 

2,146 
1,936 
1,706 
1,838 
1,749 

2,396 
2,128 
1,776 
1,990 
1,954 

2,185 
1,921 
1,691 
1,855 
1,767 

2,113 
1,884 
1,632 
1,706 
1,647 

2,158 
1,911 
1,705 
1,820 
1,739 

2,056 
1,901 
1,644 
1,802 
1,684 

2,080 
1,912 
1,654 
1,79.1 
1,704 

2,009 
1,880 
1,649 
1,700 
1,729 

1,995 
1,932 
1,642 
1,757 
1,673 

2,035 
1,920 
1,691 
1,750 
1,723 

2,052 
1,902 
1,644 
1,800 
1,687 

1923 1st Qt r . 
2nd „ 
3rd , , 
4 th „ 

1,708 
1,826 
1,909 
1.83S 

1.725 
1,808 
1,914 
1,903 

1.851 
1,976 
2.086 
2,082 

1,734 
1,842 
1,959 
1,883 

1,648 
1,744 
1,873 
1,800 

1,713 
1,828 
1,914 
1,849 

1,637 
1,827 
1,950 
1,706 

1,638 
1,778 
1,019 
1,837 

1,654 
1,804 
1,908 
1,816 

1,623 
1,748 
1.859 
1,799 

1.581 
1,745 
1,863 
1,810 

1,637 
1,820 
1,943 

,1,798 

t»24 1st Qt r . 
2nd „ 
3 r d „ 
4 t h „ 

1,782 
1,735 
1,695 
1,715 

1,819 
1,756 
1.717 
1,705 

2,017 
1,927 
1,935 
1,938 

1,819 
1,801 
1,718 
1,731 

1,705 
1,062 
1,018 
1,601 

1,791 
1,742 
1,702 
1,719 

1,728 
1,604 
1,662 
1,653 

1,753 
1,715 
1,676 
1,672 

1,758 
1,758 
1,720 
1,683 

1,705 
1,083 
1,687 
1,616 

1,762 
1,744 
1,711 
1,675 

1,729 
1,697 
1,666 
1,654 

1924 
J a n u a r y 
February . 
March 
April 
May 
J u n e 
Ju ly 
Auguht 
September 
O t o b e r 
November 
December 

1,808 
1,774 
1,765 
1,739 
1,757 
1,709 
1,711 
1,703 
1,671 
1,683 
1,735 
1,720 

1,854 
1,807 
1,798 
1,752 
1,771 
1,744 
1,724 
1,719 
1,714 
1,712 
1,708 
1,096 

2,034 
2,010 
2,008 
1,920 
1,939 
1,923 
1,934 
1,945 
1,926 
1,922 
1,944 
1,047 

1,83!) 
1,803 
1,815 
1,795 
1,814 
1,794 
1,720 
1,715 
1,713 
1,719 
1,731 
1,742 

1,715 
1,700 
1,899 
1,660 
1,084 
1,635 
1,644 
1,017 
1,594 
1,608 
1,598 
1,697 

1,817 
1,783 
1,774 
1,745 
1,763 
1,718 
1,717 
1,710 
1,681 
1,692 
1,737 
1,728 

1,743 
1,734 
1,707 
1,704 
1,702 
1,676 
1,679 
1,856 
1,652 
1,646 
1,635 
1,678 

1,766 
1,749 
1,744 
1,734 
1,719 
1,691 
1,691 
1,663 
1,074 
1,669 
1,676 
1,672 

1,763 
1,751 ' 
1,760 
1,747 
1,770 
1,750 
1,753 
1,710 
1,696 
1,695 
1,678 
1,675 

1,723 
1,712 
1,681 
1,683 
1,694 
1,672 
1,681 
1,699 
1,681 
1,621 
1,604 
1,624 

1,758 
1,762 
1,707 
1,742 
1,761 
1,728 
1,721 
1,672 
1,717 
1,677 
1,676 
1,672 

1,744 
1,734 
1,710 
1,706 
1,705 
1,680. 
1,683 
1,660 
1,056 
1,048 

.1,637 
1,675 

Housura—(Ani, HOUSES). 

1920 
1021 
1922 
1923 
1924 

1,415 
1.474 
1,535 
1,617 
1,687 

1,221 
1,286 
1,315 
1,349 
1,406 

731 
731 
731 
750 
804 

1,337 
1,369 
1,398 
1,551 
1,665 

901 
933 
049 
005 

1,076 

1,363 
1,419 
1,474 
1,566 
1,636 

1,405 
1,502 
1,597 
1,672 
1,729 

810 
914 
979 

1,075 
1,083 

1,007 
1,074 
1,079 
1,079 

856 
935 

1,002 
i.oor. 
1,040 

1,057 
1,070 
1,066 
1,066 

1,000 
1,155 
1,232 
t,H30 
1,347 

1,324 
1,332 
1,332 
1,832 

1,073 
1,151 
1,207 
1,301 
1,323 

1,264 
1,304 
1,314 
1,324 

1,310 
1,406 
1,494, 
1,010 
1,661 

1923 1st Qtr . 
2nd ,. 
3rd „ 
4 th .. 

1.585 
1,627 
1.628 
1,629 

1,351 
1,348 
1.348 
1,347 

731 
766 
751 
752 

1,507 
1,620 
1,538 
1,538 

091 
991 
998 
098 

1,638 
1,576 
1,575 
1,577 

1,640 
1,671 
1,680 
1,098 

810 
914 
979 

1,075 
1,083 

1,007 
1,074 
1,079 
1,079 

856 
935 

1,002 
i.oor. 
1,040 

1,057 
1,070 
1,066 
1,066 

1,000 
1,155 
1,232 
t,H30 
1,347 

1,324 
1,332 
1,332 
1,832 

1,073 
1,151 
1,207 
1,301 
1,323 

1,264 
1,304 
1,314 
1,324 

,1,580 
1,610 
1,617 
1,633 

1924 1st Qtr . 
2nd „ 
3rd „ 
4 th „ 

1,653 
1,086 
1,600 
3,711 

1,402 
1,402 
1,406 
1,414 

785 
705 
81 + 
82'i 

1,634 
1,671 
1,676 
1,076 

008 
1,104 
1,100 
1,100 

1.604 
1,635 
1,046 
1,658 

1,702 
1,725 
1,739 
1,718 

1,110 
1,118 
1,107 
1,009 

1,044 
1,041 
1,044 
1,033 

1,344 
1.314 
1,354 
1,345 

1,324 
1,320 
1,322 
1,321 

.1,088 
1,658 
1,671 
1,078 

FOOD, GROCERIES, ASD HOUSIHO. 

1920 
1921 
1922 
L023 
1924 

1.847 
1,724 
1.634 
1,737 
1,714 

1,766 
1.669 
1,545 
1,637 
1,608 

1,712 
1,554 
1,346 
1.4S0 
1,482 

1,836 
1,694 
1,571 
1,730 
1,725 

1,615 
1,493 
1,352 
1,449 
1,412 

1,831 
1,709 
1,610 
1,719 
1,696 

1,788 
1,737 
1,625 
1,740 
1,703 

1,558 
1,502 
1,376 
1,408 
1,459 

1,535 
1,492 
1,384 
1.405 
1,448 

1,623 
1,612 
1,474 
1,582 
1,539 

1,640 
1,604 
1,433 
1,500 
1,559 

1,747 
1,698 
1,683 
1,722 
1,676 

1923 l o t Qtr. 
2nd ., 
3rd . 
4 th „ 

1.658 
1.744 
1.793 
1,752 

1,571 
1.619 
1.682 
1,675 

1,301 
1,470 
1.537 
1,535 

1,641 
1.751 
1,786 
1,741 

1,378 
1,435 
1.514 
1,470 

1,641 
1,724 
1,775 
1,737 

1,638 
1,703 
1,830 
1,756 

1,403 
1,488 
1,574 
1,525 

1,409 
1,502 
1,562 
1,608 

1,500 
1,677 
1,042 
1.007 

1,450 
1,564 
1,638 
1,610 

1,614-
1,734 

.1,809 
,1,731 

1924 1st Qt r . 
2nd „ 
3rd „ 
4 th „ 

1,720 
1,715 
1,606 
1,713 

1,648 
1,011 
1,589 
1,588 

1,511 
1,462 
1,475 
1,480 

1,743 
1,748 
1,701 
1,708 

1,414 
1,433 
1,405 
1,895 

1,714 
1,698 
1,679 
1,694 

1,717 
1,707 
1,60+ 
1,092 

1,489 
1,470 
1,442 
1,436 

1,464 
1,462' 
1,442' 
1,416 

1,657 
,1,544 
1,550 

11,505 

1,682 
1,572 
1,551 
1,529 

1,092 
1,681 
1,668 
1,664 

• S e e explanatory note at head of page 18. 
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Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns 1920 to 1924: Weighted Average of Six 
Capital Cities in 1911 as Base* (= 1,000)— mntinwd. 

QUEENSLAND—lNDEX-NUMIIER3. 

u * \?~ 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA—TSDKX-.VCMBERS. 

il 
• s e . 

T001> vsn G R O O E R I L S (46 COMMODITIES) 

1920 2.062 1.009 2,007 2,133 2,045 2,055 2,132 2,089 2,096 1.970 2.002 2,12.1 
1921 1,812 1,714 1.834 1,901 1,817 1,812 1,006 1.913 1.060 1.882 1,054 1,000 
1922 1,008 1.539 1.610 1,608 1 570 1.600 1,723 1.710 1.725 1,626 1 762 1,720 
102:: 1.60 i 1.670 1 7.18 1,821 1 077 1.700 1,823 1.777 l .SW 1.754 I.R01 I.SI9 
1924 1,690 1,600 1,679 1,841 1,625 1,636 1,791 1,756 1,820 1,692 1,817 1,790 

1923 1st Qtr . 1,015 1 507 1.652 1,731 1,591 1,618 1,704 1,718 1,688 1,629 1.730 1,703 
2nd ,. 1,677 1,040 1.701 1.798 1.651 1,680 1,817 1.708 1.801 1.753 1.836 1,842 
3rd .. 1.720 1.736 1,768 1,860 1,713 1.730 1,893 1,801 1,865 1,333 1,803 1,880 
4 th „ 1.759 

1.757 

1.772 

1.6S<> 

1.830 

1,7.15 

1,900 1,754 1.772 

1,754 

1,848 1.701 1,832 1,800 1,810 1,846 

l')24 1st Ql r . 

1.759 

1.757 

1.772 

1.6S<> 

1.830 

1,7.15 1,011 1,713 

1.772 

1,754 1,815 1,775 1,820 1,601 1,758 1,838 
2nd ., 1.680 1,589 1,673 1,826 1.608 1,676 1,820 1,781 1,822 1,693 1,793 1,822 
3rd . 1,672 1.57S 1,650 1,595 1.667 1.760 1,738 1,822 1,700 1,844 1,701 
4th , . 1.651 1,540 1,646 1,805 1,581 1,646 1,731 1,732 1.812 1,081 1,872 1,737 

1024 
.Tanuarv 1,811 1,764 1,736 1,048 1.77S 1,805 1,847 1,703 1,820 1,717 1,740 1,S40 
Febru. 'uv . . 1,740 1,658 1.733 1,050 1,600 1.740 1,846 1,778 1,825 1,671 1,736 1,830 
March 1,721 1,645 1,734 1,834 1,003 1,719 1,842 1,783 1,816 1,880 1,707 1,830 
April 1,673 1,586 1.674 1,610 1,670 1,821 1,773 1,813 1,08!) 1,774 1,817 
May 1.605 1,605 1.685 1,830 1,028 1.690 1,833 1,805 1,834 1,700 1,788 1,830 
June 1,673 1.575 1.675 1,823 1.500 1.609 1,823 1,701 1,810 1,601 1,810 1,810 
Ju ly 1,672 1,576 1,660 1,S&£ 1.500 1.607 1,811 1.755 1,832 1,604 1,800 1.80S 
Ai igmt 1,663 1.567 1,660 1,822 1.505 1.659 1,736 1,742 1,810 1,706 1,830 1,740 
Ijeptembci . . 1,681 1,580 1,663 1,812 1.001 1,675 1,734 1,719 1,820 1,701 1,833 1,737 
October 1,673 1.575 1.600 1,814 1.502 1.008 1,72+ 1.720 1,812 1,080 1,880 1,728 
Novembei . . 1.647 1,536 1,651 1,581 1,013 1,732 1,722 1,790 1 087 1,874 1.73", 
Decembei . 1,612 1.527 1,610 1,791 1.572 1.627 1.745 1.753 1.f27 1.073 1,804 1,7-J'l 

HOUSING (ALL HOUSES). 

1920 1,001 969 826 731 S84 995 1,216 829 061 740 911 1,163 
1921 1,079 1,028 835 736 966 937 1,289 847 902 753 937 1,226 
1922 1.200 997 879 758 954 1,107 1,360 853 030 750 924 1,287 
102.1 1.247 • 1,108 SS3 771 1.057 1,188 1,450 8S5 045 750 072 1,394 
1924 1,242 1,178 921 802 1.1S6 1,191 1,551 

1,427 

848 962 781 1,167 1,487 

1923 1st Qtr . 1,247 1,172 874 767 1,059 1,187 

1,551 

1,427 801 940 750 929 1,383 
2nd „ 1,247 1,167 874 767 1,056 1,187 l ,4b6 892 941 759 950 1,409 
3rd „ 1,247 1,167 893 767 1,056 1,188 1,458 882 941 750 1,004 1,402 
4th „ 1,249 1,168 898 783 1,056 1,190 1,458 876 958 750 1,004 1,402 

1024 1st Qt r 1.241 1.100 915 803 1,056 1,187 1,468 848 942 706 1,107 1,410 
2nd ,. 1,242 1,183 920 803 1,180 1,192 1,575 853 050 780 1,170 1,608 
3rd ., 1,241 1,149 920 806 1,213 1,180 1,578 846 076 770 1,103 1,511 
4th ,, 1,243 1.213 027 798 1,213 1,106 1,585 845 080 803 1,200 1.518-

FOOD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 

1920 1,646 1,576 1,557 1,557 1,668 1,619 1,756 1,571 1,630 1,408 1,607 1,728 
1921 1,611 1,482 1,424 1,423 1,468 1,486 1,653 1,476 1,525 1,418 1,536 1,628 
1922 1,442 1,317 1,313 1,812 1,822 1,403 1,674 1,358 1,401 1,270 1,418 1,643 
1923 1,510 1,400 1.387 1,302 1,422 1,490 1,070 1.411 1,454 1,345 1,460 1,647 
1924 1,506 1,427 1,368 1,414 1,436 1,483 1,693 1,383 1,467 1,318 

1,271 

1,550 1,665 

1923 1st Qtr . 1,404 1,406 1,332 1,335 1,373 1,441 1,590 1,378 1,381 

1,318 

1,271 1,416 1,571 
2nd „ 1,600 1,446 1,361 1,875 1,406 1,477 1,686 1,426 1,447 1,344 1,471 1,664 
3rd „ 1,625 1,502 1,408 1,411 1,443 1,507 1,714 1,423 1,486 1,392 1,475 1,687 
4 th „ 1,549 1,524 1,445 1,446 1,467 1,533 1,688 1,415 1,502 1,372 1,479 1,664 

1924 1st Qt r . 1,645 1,474 1,398 1,455 1,443 1,521 1,600 1,394 1,459 1,311 1,400 1,662 
2nd ,, 1,600 1,422 1,367 1,405 1,432 1,477 1,723 1,400 1,464 1,318 1,537 1,603 
3rd .. 1,495 1,402 1,355 1,405 1.438 1,471 1,085 1,372 1,475 1,320 1,576 1,650 
4 th .. 1,483 1,410 1,851 1,892 1,430 1,461 1,673 1,307 1,470 1,321 1,506 1,04 7 

* See note at, head of page IS 
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Retail Price Index-Numbers 30 Towns 1920 to 1924 : Weighted Average of Six Capital 
Cities in 1911 as Baset (= lJOO0)—mntinvfd. 
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F O O D AND G R O C E R I E S (40 COMMODITIES) 

1920 2,050 2,302 2,055 2,071 2,103 2,162 2,108 2,149 2,140 2,101 2,104 
1921 1,995 2,207 2,029 2,017 2,042 2,025 1,934 2,058 2.000 1,902 1,911 
1922 1,770 1,995 1,850 1,840 1,828 1,794 1,700 1,842 1,774 1,684 1,688 
1023 1,828 2,101 1,902 1.840 1/118 1,801 1,80'i 1,820 1,883 1,855 J. 'liii 1,854 1,805 1,808 
1924 1,831 2,122 1,916 1,940 1,985 1,918 1,848 1,836 1,879 1,864 2,016 1,853 1,732 1,738 

1923 1st Qtr. 1,737 1,996 1,858 1,749 1,874 1,770 1,774 1,707 1,717 1,731 1,828 1,753 1.680 1,684 
2nd „ 1,920 2,178 2,003 1,914 1,949 1,950 1,859 1,776 1,802 1,843 1,909 1,837 1,823 1,822 
3rd „ 1,865 2,149 2,025 1,887 1,938 1,899 1,912 1.806 1,968 1,931 2,017 1,915 1,901 1,901 
4th „ 1,788 2,081 1,901 1,809 1,912 1,825 1,904 1,898 1,984 1,915 2,056 1,911 1,816 1,825 

1024 1st Qtr 1,874 2,120 1.944 1 800 1.030 1,1101 1,895 1,804 1,940 1,802 2,031 1,891 1,778 1,783 
2nd ,, 1,892 2,130 1,993 1,900 1,942 1,922 1.801 1,854 1,017 1,872 2,001 1,807 1,740 1,740 
3rd ,, 1,002 2,115 1,908 1,988 2,012 1,030 1,8+3 1,830 1,885 1,891 2,019 1,850 1,706 1,714 
4 t h ,, 1,805 2,ll"i 1,821 1,943 2,027 1,920 1,708 1,790 1,772 

1,950 

1,829 2,015 1,800 1,705 1,709 

1924. 
. lanuary 1,848 2,073 1,918 1,821 1,931 1,874 1,896 1,870 

1,772 

1,950 1,873 2,061 1,895 1,796 1,802 
"February . . 1,876 2,125 1,933 1,837 1,935 1,903 1,892 1,800 1,917 1,802 2,034 1,887 1,775 1,780 
March 1,896 2,161 1,980 1,922 1,924 1,926 1,896 1,803 1,953 1,851 1,990 1,890 1,762 1,769 
April 1,855 2,135 1,964 1,923 1,895 1,889 1,856 1,848 1,936 1,872 1,985 1,862 1,741 1,746 
May 1,891 2,147 1,975 1,990 1,927 1,922 1,879 1,874 1,931 1,878 2,013 1,885 1,753 1,759 
Juno 1,929 2,135 2,020 2,010 2,003 1,956 1,846 1,841 1,883 1,800 2,006 1,853 1,725 1,732 
Ju ly 1,885 2,115 1,900 1,995 1,006 1,915 1,841 1,822 1,896 1,870 1,999 1,845 1,722 1,728 
Augus t 1,910 2,122 1,934 1,999 2,008 1,94-3 1,848 1,837 1,905 1,013 2,029 1,857 1,705 1,713 
September . . 1,907 2,109 1,823 1,971 2,001 1,931 1,841 1,831 1,855 1,889 2,027 1,848 1,692 1,700 
October 1,904 2,097 1,792 1,975 2,059 1,927 1,831 1,815 1,770 1,841 2,025 1,832 1,693 1,700 
N'ovenibor . 1,892 2,136 1,824 1,931 2,024 1,920 1,784 1,795 1,770 1,834 2,011 1,797 1,706 1,710 
December . . 1,889 2,112 1,848 1,921 1,009 1,914 1,779 1,776 1,769 1,812 2,009 1,788 1,716 1,718 

H O U S I N G ( A I L HOTJSES) . 

1920 996 851 019 976 944 1,373 1,096 619 1,143 1,333 1,251 
1921 1,055 843 710 992 992 1,440 1,149 622 1,198 1,404 1,317 
1022 1,092 820 826 926 1,020 1,445 1,296 622 1,246 1,480 1,385 
1923 1,124 811 831 8J7 978 1,077 1,002 1,395 1,301 1,382 023 1,487 1,551 1,489 
1924 1,134 788 995 904 987 1,086 1,665 1,420 1,377 1,416 622 1,537 1,609 1,544 

1923 1st. Qtr . 1,119 800 823 895 921 1,072 1,520 1,393 1,299 1,353 622 1,436 1,619 1,462 
2nd „ 1,129 803 838 897 1,013 1,082 1,615 1,396 1,299 1,375 622 1,495 1,551 1,430 
3rd „ 1,122 816 838 897 988 1,070 1,628 1,395 1,299 1,400 622 1,504 1,559 1,496 
4th „ 1,126 817 833 900 088 1,080 1,646 1,395 1,308 1,400 622 1,515 1,566 1,503 

1924 1st Qtr . 1,127 800 956 886 988 1,081 1,663 1,417 1,361 1,402 622 1,534 1,577 1,516 
2nd ,, 1,128 779 977 903 988 1,0S1 1,663 1,421 1,369 1,410 622 1,535 1,610 1,544 
3id ,, 1,127 779 1,021 909 OSS 1,081 1,657 1,422 1,384 1,434 622 1,533 1,619 1,553 
4th ,, 1,152 787 1,020 909 985 1,102 1,677 1,422 1,393 1,409 022 1,545 1,630 1,562 

FOOD, G R O C E R I E S , AND H O U S I N G . 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 

1,017 
1,609 
1,495 
l,r>38 
1,580 

1,706 
1,647 
1,515 
1,571 
1,673 

1,499 
1,538 

1,465 
1,487 
1,432 
1,452 
1,514 

1,621 
1,596 
1,465 
1,532 
1,575 

1,627 
1,611 
1,490 
1,530 
1,576 

1,837 
1,785 
1,651 
1,756 
1,773 

1,092 
1,612 
1,539 
1,045 
1,665 

1,044 
1,673 

1,601 
1,680 

1,521 
1,468 
1,341 
1,406 
1,444 

1,734 
1,671 
1,557 
1,704 
1,723 

1,785 
1,697 
1,600 
1,700 
1,682 

1,753 
1,668 
1,564 
1,617 
1,658 

1923 1st Qtr. 
2nd „ 
3rd „ 
4 th „ 

1,483 
1,505 
1,559 
1,516 

1,507 
1,013 
1,601 
1,562 

1,433 
1,524 
1,537 
1,500 

1,398 
1,496 
1,480 
1,435 

1,482 
1,564 
1,548 
1,533 

1,483 
1,593 
1,561 
1,519 

1,670 
1,759 
1,796 
1,798 

1,678 
1,620 
1,690 
1,691 

1,545 
1,631 
1,693 
1,706 

1,576 
1,650 
1,713 
1,703 

1,332 
1,380 
1,444 
1,467 

1,623 
1,607 
1,746 
1,748 

1,614 
1,711 
1,760 
1,713 

1,593 
1,686 
1,735 
1,693 

1924 1st Qlr . 
2nd „ 
3rd ,, 
4 th „ 

1,567 
1,578 
1,584 
1,500 

1,577 
1,580 
1,566 
1,509 

1,538 
1,570 
1,543 
1,494 

1,400 
1,534 
1,545 
1,518 

1,543 
1,550 
1,009 
1,599 

1,504 
1,576 
1,581 
1,584 

1,800 
1,779 
1,766 
1,749 

1,681 
1,676 
1,602 
1,642 

1,702 
1,692 
1,680 
1,017 

1,073 
1,688 
1,703 
1,657 

1,452 
1,434 
1,445 
1.44T 

1,744 
1,730 
1,720 
1,698 

1,695 
1,686 
1,670 
1,674 

1,673 
1,663 
1,648 
1,649 

• Tho Towns of Midland Junction (W.A.). Zeehan (Tas.), and Beaeonsfleld (Tas.), were replaced in 1923 by 
Northam (W.A.), Burnie (Tas.), and Devonport (Tas.). t Seo note at head of page 18. 
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In So far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these 
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 18 for the 
(respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical 
in both tables. 

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly 
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing 
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 1911 is in each 
case made equal to 1,000. 

The last columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted average 
for the 30 towns. The method of computing these weighted average index-
numbers is explained in Report No. 1, page 35. The population weights 
used in the computations for 1923 and subsequent years were as follows :— 

Population Weights Used for fciffercht Towns. 

N.e.w Vli, QTuid S.A | W.A 1 l̂ aa. 
1 1 

Tmt t i . 

W
ei

gh
t. 

Town. 

W
ei

gh
t. 

Town .£? Town 

Es 1 W
ei

gh
t. 

Town 

! 

Sydney . . 
Newcastle ( 
d?roken JTill 
Ooulbnrn 
DaUmts't 

899 
84 
20 

Melbourne 
B'lllnrnt . . 
Rcndigo . . 
C!eelong . 
W'nambo I 

76(5 
SO 
SO 

"s 

Uitsbiino 
T 'woomba 
Kockluun'n 
Ch-ts Twrs 
Warwick 

2 in 

1 
Ado la i it o 
Kinlinu.ctc 
H. lMrlo 
Mb Gamb' i 
Poterbor'gh 

i " 
25sjl ,ert,li. e tc . 

13 ICalc'lic.ete 
lO'Nbi'l.liam 

4 |Ltuul»ury 
2.Gera!dton 

155 
10 

4 
4 
4 

nob.U't 
r^uncoston 
Burhie . . ! 

Devonpo i t 
Qnecns tVn 

r.2 
24 
s 
5 
3 

The weights used are based on the 1921 Census populations, and repre
sent t ie actual populations at that date to the nearest l,'O00. 

?. Relative Retail Prices, 30 Towns, with Houses o£ Various Sizes, 
19.24.—(i.) 'General.—The figures in the next table represent the relative index-
numbers for 1924 for the 30 towns in respect'of which particulars are regular] y 
collected', and show the different results obtained by taking into accounfc 
(houstes fef various sizes. These index-numbers are comparable in all respects. 
Tie first •column gives the relative expenditure on groceries and food ; the 
second, third, fourth, and fifth columns show expenditure on housing for 
houses of four, five, and six rooms, and for all houses respectively ; 
while the remaining columns relate to food and groceries combined with 
housing. 
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1921.—Relative Index-Numbers, 30 Towns, Food and Groceries and Housing compared 
with Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Rent (all Houses) in the 
Six Capital Cities in 1911 as Base (= 1,000). 

I 
FOOD. (HUMERUS: A2TO 

H O U S I N G . R E N T o r — 
Food i TOWN. and 

Grocer Tour- F ive- Six-
All 

Houses. I 

Four - F ive- Six- . . . 
roomed roomed u „ " . 
Houses.lHouses. H 0 U S ( " -

1 
ies. roomed roomed roomed All 

Houses. I 
roomed 

F ive- Six- . . . 
roomed roomed u „ " . 
Houses.lHouses. H 0 U S ( " -

1 
Houses . Houses. Souses. 

All 
Houses. I Houses 

F ive- Six- . . . 
roomed roomed u „ " . 
Houses.lHouses. H 0 U S ( " -

1 
N E W SOUTH W A L E S — 

. 
Sydney 1,020 532 1)55 786 604 l , 5 5 i 1,675 1,806 1,71 + 
Newcastle 1,030 441 590 741 578 1,471 1,620 1,771 1.60S 
Broken Hill* 1,151 312' , 373 446 331 1,463- 1,524 i ;507 1,482 
Qoulburn . . • . . 1,041 505 , 044 772 684 1,546 1,685 1,813 1,726 
Bathursfc 970 313 418 514 442 1,283 1,388 r 1,484 1 1,412 

Weighted Average 1,02* ! 817 . 040 771 672 1,541 1,664 1,795 1,1)96 

VICTORIA— 1 
Melbourne 992 491 632 815 711 1,483 1,624 1,807. 1,70.! 
Ball.irafc ! 1,00* ' 2 8 * ' 400 490 455 1,288 1,404. 1 1,494' 1 1,45'! 
Bendlgo 1,018 307 390 '511 428 1,325 1,408 1,529 i 1,440 
G'eelong. 985 378 50+ 648 554 1,303 1,489 1,633' 1 1,539 
Warrnambool 1.0L5 383 511 622 644 1,398 1,526 1,637 1,559 

j 

Weighted Average 994 +71 COS 782 682. 1,465 1,602 1,770 ' 1,076 

QUEENSLAND—• 
Brisbane 996 3 3 1 ' 451> 572 510 1,327 1,447 1,508' ' 1,606 
K>owoomba . . 943 293 397 499 484 1,236 1,340 1,442 1,427 
Uookliampton 
Charters Towers 

989 238 303 387 379 l',227 1,292' . 1,376 ! 1,368 Uookliampton 
Charters Towers 1,084 257 346 435 330 1,341 1,430 1,519 1,414 
Warwick 957 338 411 < 431 479 1,295 1,308 1,438 ! 1,436 

Weighted Average 993 1 318 430 5+4 490 1,311 1,423 1,537 ' 1,483 

SOUTH. A U S T R A L I A — , i 

Adelaide 1,055 485 612 75S 638 1,540 1,607 1,813 1,693 
Kadina, otc. . . 1,035 267 359 " 427 348 1,302 1,394 1,462 ! 1,383 
Por t Pirte» . . 1,072 332 413 474 395 1,404 1,485 1,546 1,467 
Mt. Gambicr 997 232 313 403 321 1,229 1,310' 1,400 ; 1,318 
Peterborough 1,070 388 483 576 480 1,458 1,533 i ,64e 1,560 

1 
1,605 Weighted Average 1,054 466 589 728 611 1,520 1,643 ' 1,782 

1,560 
1 

1,605 

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A — 
Per th , e tc . 1,114 40+ ' 496 585 466 1,518 1,610 1,699 l.SbO 
KalgOorlie, e tc . 1,250 329 394 > 461 323 1,579 1,644 1,711 , 1,578 
No r tham 1,129 409 ' 523 1 671 409 1,538 1,652 1,800 ! 1,538 
Bunbury 1,143 367 460 • 603 371 1,510 1,603 1,746 • 1,514 
GFeraldton 1,109 440 520 658 406 1,609 1,689 1,827 l',575 

Weighted Average 1,130 ' 397 . 486 576 440 1,527 1,616 1 1,706 1 1,57" 

TASJMKtA— • ' 
H o b a r t 1,089 488 655 817 684 1,577 1,744 1,906 l 1,773 
Luunceston 1,081 387 553 699 584 1,468 1,634 . 1,780 1 1,666 
Burnie 1,107 434 577 707 566 1,541 1,684 1,814 1 1,673 
Devonpor t 1,098 443 557 679 582 1,541 1,655 1,777' 1 1,680 
Queenstown 1.188 263 342 368 256 1,451 1,530 1,556 1,444 

Weighted Average 1,092 •'47 607 757 631 1,539 1,699 1,849 1,723 

Weighted. Average, 6 l ' 
Capital C i tes 1,020 4S6 614 761 662 1,506 | 1,634 1,781 1,682 

Weighted Average 30 1 | I 
Towns, Australia 1,024 466- 592 734 634 1,490 I 1,616. T,75S 

i 

' 1,658 

* Sec "Remarks on page 27 witb reference to house rents. 
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The rent for all houses is obtained separately for each of the 30 towns 
by weighting the rent paid for each class of house by the number of houses in 
each class in each town. When houses of one particular size only are included, 
different results are obtained. 

The figures in the last four columns give expenditure on food and groceries 
combined with expenditure on rent, for each of the three classes of houses 
and also for all houses. 

Expenditure in each town for food, groceries, and housing was multiplied 
by a number representing the population of the town, and a weighted result 
for all towns was thus computed. The weights used are given on page 24 
The relative expenditure in each town for (a) food and groceries, (6) housing, 
and (c) food, groceries, and housing combined, is shown, the base being the 
weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911 = 1,000. 
Therefore, in each horizontal line the sum of the index-number for food and 
groceries and that for rent is equal to the index-number for food, groceries, and 
housing combined, taking the corresponding house-rent group. The items in 
the table are comparable in all respects, and in addition show the proportionate 
cost of food and groceries and of housing. For example, taking the last 
line in the table, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food, 
groceries, and housing being £1,658, the expenditure on food and groceries 
alone is £1,024 (1st column), and the average rental £634 (5th column), the 
sum of the two latter amounts being £1,658. Again, if it be desired to ascer
tain the relative expenditure for food and groceries and rent of four-roomed 
houses, it will be found that the figures are £1,024 and £466, which, together, 
amount to £1,490 (6th column). In addition to showing the relative cost 
of food and groceries and house rent (for different classes of houses) in eacli 
town individually, the table also furnishes comparisons as to the relative 
cost of these items ns between the several towns. Thus, taking food and 
groceries only (1st column), commodities which would cost £1,020 in Sydney 
can be purchased for £992 in Melbourne, or £1,055 in Adelaide. Again, 
taking the combined expenditure on food, groceries, and house rent for houses 
of five rooms (7th column), an expenditure of £1,624 in Melbourne is equivalent 
to £1,675 in Sydney, £1,667 in Adelaide, £1,644 in Kalgoorlie, or £1,689 in . 
Geraldton. 

The index-numbers are reversible, and may be used for comparisons 
between any of the towns included. Thus, if the average weekly rental 
of five-roomed houses in Melbourne is 24s. Od. and the average rental 
of similar houses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourne must be 
multiplied by the index-number for five-roomed houses in Bendigo and 
divided by the index-number for Melbourne (3rd column); 24s. Od. x j ^ 
= 14s. 9d. 
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(ii.) Food and Groceries.—The weighted average of the five towns was 
below the weighted average for all towns for 1923 in "Victoria and Queensland, 
and above it in the other States.' The most expensive towns are Kalgoorlie, 
in Western Australia, and Queenstown in Tasmania ; Kalgoorlie being 
22.1 per cent., and Queenstown 16.0 per cent, above the weighted 
average tor all towns. 

(iii.) Housing.—For four-roomed houses, Sydney, Melbourne, and Hobart 
are the most expensive towns. For five-roomed houses, Hobart, Sydney, 
and Melbourne are dearest, while six-roomed houses are dearest in Hobart, 
Melbourne, and Sydney. Taking all houses, Melbourne, Sydney, and Hobart' 
are the most expensive, while Queenstown and Broken Hill are the cheapest 
towns. 

For some time after the outbreak of war a number of houses in Broken 
Hill and Port Pirie svere occupied a t purely nominal or reduced rentals by 
families in which the wage-earner was out of employment, and it was not 
until the latter half of 1916 that normal conditions were resumed. In 1919, 
1920, and 1921 industrial troubles in Broken Hill brought about similar condi
tions to those in 1914-15. For some years, therefore, the average rents 
in these towns have been computed in accordance with special investigations 
quarterly. 

(iv.') Food and Groceries and Housing combined.—The last colunm in 
the foregoing table shows the relative cost of commodities and housing ac
commodation for all houses in each town during 1923. The average cost 
was greatest in Hobart, followed by Sydney and Melbourne. The iudex-
number for Hobart was 6.9 per cent., Sydney 3. 4 per cent., and Melbourne 
2.7 per cent, above the weighted average cost for all towns. The cost was 
least in Mt. Gambier. 

8. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In the next 
table the average cost for the six capital cities in the year 1911 has been 
taken as base = 20s. The figures measure the variations in the cost of the 
regimen referred to on page 15 from year to year in each city separately 
(in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in each year 
fin the horizontal lines). Thus, 20s. Id. in Sydney in 1911 was equivalent 
to 18s 4d. in Brisbane, or ]9s. Id. in Hobart, while 33s. l i d . in Melbourne 
for the last quarter of 1924 was equivalent to 15s. 5d. in Brisbane in 1901, 
or 22s. 6d. in Perth in 1911. 
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Eetail Prices—Amounts necessary or the Average in -each Year specified bom 1901 to 
1924 to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 in 
1911 in the Capitals regarded as a whole. 

year. Sydney. Melb"ne. (Brisbane.. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Weighted 

•Average of 8 
Capital Cities. 

FOOD AND GROCERIES (46 COMMODITIES). 

1901 
1907 
1911 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1921 
1924 1st Qtr. 

., 2nd Qtr. 
„ 3rd Qtr. 
„ 4th Qtr. 

s. d. a. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. a. d. 
18 4 19 4 19 4 20 7 23 8 20 3 
18 9 18 C 18 11 19 0 23 11 20 2 
19 9 18 8 20 4 20 5 26 11 21 2 
31 0 29 4 ' 29 11 31 1 29 9 32 8 
35 8 32 5 35 3 34 5 35 5 , 35 0 
43 0 41 1 41 1 42 8 41 0 43 3 
38 0 38 0 3G 3 3S 1 40 0 40 6 
34 1 32 11 32 2 34 0 35 6 35 11 
36 5 36 1 33 10 36 0 36 7 37 3 
34 8 33 8 33 10 35 11 3? 19 37 0 
35 8 34 7 35 2 36 11 37 6 37 11 
34 8 33 11 33 7 36 6 37 10 37 3 
33 11 33 3 33 5 35 3 38 1 36 10 
34 4 33 1 33 0 34 8 37 11 36 0 

HOUSE "RENT (WEIGHTED AVERAGE ALT, HOUSES). 

d. 
4 
1 

SO 0* 
30 
34 
42 0 
38 0 
33 8 
36 1 
34 8 
35 7 
34 10 
34 2 
34 1 

1901 17 3 •14 '8 9 9 12 7 U> 0 13 4 15 1 
4907 18 4 16 1 1.1 6 , 16 3 13 8 14 2 10 4 
1911 21 10 19 5 15 4 22 3 16 3 16 1 20 0* 
<1918 25 0 23 7 18 1 i 20 5 17 8 ' 19 1 22 10 
1919 25 9 ' 25 8 19 8 , 22 2 IS 4 22 8 24 4 
1920 28 4 28 1 21 3 24 4 19 11 27 5 26 8 
1921 29 6 30 0 '21 7 i 25 9 21 0 28 10 28 1 
1922 30 8 31 11 j 2t 1 27 2 21 10 28 11 29 7 
1923 32 4 33 5 24 11 19 0 22 6 32 1 31 0 
1921 33 9 34 7 24 1) 31 0 22 8 33 4 32 B 
1924 1st Qtr. 33 1 34 1 21 10 29 4 22 7 33 3 31 7 
„ 2nd Qtr. 33 9 34 0 24 10 31 6 22 7 33 3 32 2 
„ 3rd Qtr. 34 0 34 9 24 10 31 7 22 7 33 2 32 5 
„ 4rb Qtr. 34 3 35 0 24 10 31 8 23 0 33 6 •32 7 

Fori D, GROCERIES, ANI H O U S E 3 EOT COMBINED. 

1901 17 10 17 5| 15 5 17 3 20 <i 17 5 , 17 7 
1907 18 6 17 6 15 11 17 11 19 9 17 9 17 11 
1911 20 '7 19 0 I 18 4 : 21 2 22 6 19 1 21) 0* 
1918 28 6 27 0 • 25 1 26 8 24 9 • 27 1 27 3 
1919 31 7 29 7 28 10 29 4 28 5 29 11 30 2 
1920 36 11 35 9 32 11 35 1 32 4 36 9 35 8 
1921 34 6 34 10 30 3 33 1 32 2 35 8 33 11 
1922 32 8 32 6 28 10 31 6 29 11 33 0 32 0 
1923 34 9 35 0 30 2 33 5 30 9 35 1 34 0 
1921 34 3 34 1 30 1 33 19 31 7 35 6 33 8 
1924 1st Qtr. 34 7 34 4 30 11 33 10 31 4 36 0 33 11 
„ 2nd Qtr. 34 4 34 2 30 0 34 6 31 7 35 7 33 9 
„ 3rd Qtr. 33 11 33 11 29 11 33 9 31 8 35 4 33 5 
„ 4th Qtr. 34 8 . 38 10 29 8 33 6 i 31 10 35 0| 33 6 

* Base oT each Section. 

9. Price Details, 1924.—The summarized results of price-movements 
are published quarterly, and .the actual prices of food and groceries for each 
month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Statistics. Full informa
tion with regard to house rents is published annually. In appendixes to 
Report No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house rents in the capital 
cities in each year from 1901 to 1911, and in appendixes to Report No. 2, 
similar particulars were givun of prices and house rents in 1912 for each of 
the 30 towns from which returns are collected. 
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Corresponding data for subsequent years were given in the Report as 
follows -.—1913, Report No. 5 ; 1914 and 1915, No. 6 ; 1916, No. 7 ; 1917, 
No. 8 ; 1918, No. 9 ; 1919, No. 10 ; 1920, No. 1 1 ; 1921, No. 12 ; 1922, 
No. 13 ; 1923, No. 14 ; and 1924 in this Report. 

10. Comparisons with previous years.—The following tables show for 
each capital city :(i.) the total variation per cent, in the cost of food, groceries, 
and housing combined for 1924, as compared with proceding years,; and (ii.,), 
the amount of such variation due to (a) prices of food and groceries, and 
(6) house rent. The sum of the percentages for any year and city in the 
second and third sections 'of the table is equal to the corresponding total 
percentage in the first section. Thus, the total ipcrcentage of increase in 
cost of food,, .groceries, :and house rent in Sydney for 1,924 compared with 
1907 is 85.1 per cent., of which percentage 50. 7 is duo to increased cost 
of food and groceries, and 34.4 to increase in house rents. 

Variation per cent, in Price Index-Numbers, Capital Cities, 1901 to 1924. 

Tsar. .Sydney. ; Melbourne, 
1 

Brisbane., Adelaide, i Perth. Hobart. 
Weighted 

Average for'6 
Capital Cities. 

VARIATION DUE TO FOOD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 

11901 9 1 . 9 | 95.8 9 5 . 7 ' 95.9 53.8 104.0 91.3 
1907 85.1 94.5 89.6 89.3 60.1 100.1 87.5 
1914 I 42.1 '54.1 ' 51.0 48.1 ! '38.3 •62.7: •47.5 
1915 •29.5 3 3 . 3 . 29.6 3 4 . 5 , 29.2 4 3 . 9 . 31.6 
1919 8.5 14.9 4 .5 15.3 11.2 18.6 11.4 
1920 . i —7.2; - 4 . 8 - 8 . 5 - 3 . 6 —2.3 • - 3 . 5 - 5 . 8 
1921 - 0 . 5 - 2 . 0 - 0 . 4 2.4 - 1 . 8 - 0 . 6 - 0 . 9 
1922 4.9 4 .8 4 . 4 ' 7.5 5.7 7.5 5.1 
1923 - 1 . 3 i - 2 . 7 ' -<0.3 1.4 ' 2.7 1.0 - l . l 

VARIATION D U E TO PRICES OF FOOD AND GROCERIES. 

1901 53.8 48.8 55.5 52.0 40.5 56.8 51.2 
1907 50.7 51.1 55.1 55.3 41.4 55.8 51.2 
1914 28.2 31.7 36.2 29.7 30.4 34.4 30.4 
1915 15.0 : 12.6 . 16.1 ' 14.2 19.6 19.3 14.6 
1919 - 1 . 9 2.6 - 2 . 9 2.9 4.9 4.0 0.7 
1920 - 1 3 . 3 - 1 2 . 2 - 1 3 . 0 - 1 1 . 4 - 5 . 8 - 1 0 . 0 - 1 2 . 2 
1921 - 5 . 3 ' - 7 . 4 • - 4 . 8 - - 4 . 1 ' - 3 . 8 - 5 . 8 - 5 . 9 
1922 . . ! 1.1 ; 1.5 , 3.4 2 . 5 , 4 .6 2.0 1.8 
1923 - 3 . 0 - 4 . 0 - 0 . 1 - 1 . 1 2.4 - 0 . 5 - 2 . 5 

VARIATION DUE TO HOUSE RENTS. 

1 
1901 38.1 47.0 40.2 43.9 13.3 47.2 40.1 
T907 34.4 43.4 ' 34.5 34.0 18.7 44.3 36.3 
1914 13.9 22.4 1 14.8i 18.4 7.9 ( 28.3 17.1 
1915 14.5 20.7 13.5 20.3 9.6 24.6 17.0 
1919 10.4 12.3 ' 7.4 ! 12.4 6.3 14.6 10.7 
1920 6.1 , 7.4 4.5 7.8 3.5 6.5 6.4 
1921 4 .8 5.4 4 . 4 ; 6.5 2 .0 5.2 5.0 
1922 3-8 3.3 1.0 5.0 1.1 5.5 3.3 
1923 1.7 1.3 - 0 . 2 - 2.5 0.3 1.5 1.4 

NOTR.—Variations not preceded by a sign .represent increases, those preceded by a minus (—) represent 
decreases. 
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11. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent.—.From ami after the first 
quarter of 1925, the basis employed in computing the variations in housing 
costs has been amended to accord with a resolution of the Conference of 
Statisticians of Australia and New Zealand, held in Adelaide in August, 
1924. The. conclusion then reached was that "for purposes of computing 
price levels in respect of rent, it is desirable that houses of four and five 
rooms only betaken into account.' ' 

Up to the present time the practice followed in computing the retail 
price index-number has been to take into account the rentals of all houses 
ranging from those of three rooms and under to those of seven rooms and 
upwards. In respect to rent this practice is, to some extent, a departure 
from the principle adopted with regard to prices of food and groceries, i.e., 
tha t of taking the price of the predominant type of commodity, inasmuch 
as the rent of houses of other than the predominant type has been included. 
The Census of 1921 disclosed the fact that while houses having five rooms 
predominated in some towns, in others the houses of four rooms predominated. 
Houses of four rooms represented 2') per cent, of the total dwellings, while 
those of five rooms represented 29 per cent; the two types together repre
senting 53 per cent, of the total. AVhile all the tables hitherto published, 
which included rent of all' houses, will in future be replaced by those including 
rent of houses of four and five rooms, the preparation, of index-numbers for 
food, groceries and rent of all houses in the 30 towns of the Commonwealth 
will be continued for the use of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation 
and Arbitration and the parties interested in Awards and Variations made 
by that Court 

§ 3. Clothing and Miscellaneous. 

1. General.—The Eoyal Commission on the Basic Wage, which met 
in 1919-1920, was appointed to inquire into and report upon the following 
matters :— 

(i) The actual cost of living at the present tune, according to reason
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in 
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife 
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several 
items and amounts which make up that cost. 

(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during' each of the last 
five years. • 

(iii) How the bask wage may be automatically adjusted to the rise 
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money. 
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Reference was made to the findings of this Commission in Report No. 

11, pp. 28 and 29. In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Com

mission recommended that " a Bureau ot Labour should be organized from 

existing members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time 

to time the rise and fall in the purohasing-power of money in relation to the 

reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family 

as is described in Clause 1)." This suggestion was adopted by the Govern

ment, the Commonwealth Statistician was consulted as to methods, and 

the duty of carrying out the recommendation was entrusted to the Bureau 

of Census and Statistics. 

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with 

ascertaining variations in the cost of tho regimen adopted, which is described 

in the "Indicator L i s t ' ' published in the Report. I t appeared, however, 

tha t the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been 

somewhat limited if confined in tho way suggested by the Commission, and 

it was decided, thereforo, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method 

of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the 

cost of food, groceries and housing. As will be shown later, the index-numbers 

may be used to measure accurately from t.jme to time the rise and fall in 

prices in relation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family 

as outlined by the Commission, as well as for the determination of variations 

in any standard fixed by previous investigations or which may be tixed in 

the future. 

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four 

heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing; (iii) Clothing; (iv) Other 

Requirements. 

It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent, the commodities 

method, and weighting already in use, and the commodities and quantities 

conform very closely to those given in the " indicator lists " of the Com

mission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain typo of 

5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed for house 

rent, but tho figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu

lar type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of house described 

by the Commission. 

Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and housing. 

I t became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and mis

cellaneous. With regard to clothing, tho Basic Wage Commission collected 
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a. large' amount of imfttrmation as to price* and duration of articles^, and 
this has, been used uv. computing the' indox-numbers given in the following 
tables. 

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries wexe made regarding 
cost of fuel and light,, household utensils, drapery, crockery,, and other items 
in the '' indicator lists ", and the aggregate expenditure thereon haa been 
computed in the same manner as that for clothing. 

The item " groceries (not food) " has been omitted from miscellaneous 
expenditure, though it was so described by the Commission, as- the index-
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for 
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, etc. 

3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period 
as base. In the case of index-numbers, for food, groceries', and housing, 
already published, the year 1911 was selected. Fbr the newind'ex-numbers, 
covering all items of household expenditure, November; 1914, was adopted 
owing to the difficulty of securing information with regard to> prices of clothing 
and miscellaneous items, for earlier years: While the index-numbers for 
1914 in the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be 
accepted as typical of conditions immediately preceding, the war. For 
base the weighted average cost for the six capital cities has been taken,, and 
the aggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made equal to 1,000. 

4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations have been extended 
to the 30' towns for the months of November, 1921, and May, August and 
November, 1922, and quarterly for the year 1923 and subsequently. The 
task of securing information for previous years as to prices of clothing 
and miscellaneous requirements in towns' other than the' capitals was con
sidered unnecessary. So far as the capitals are concerned, details were 
already available in the' Report of the Royal Commission on tha Basic 
Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly for 
all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are available. 

5. Variations—Nov., 1914, to 4th Quarter, 1924.—The following tables 
give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries; (ii) Housing; (iii) Food, 
Groceries and Housing Combined; (iv)> Clothing; (v)' Miscellaneous 
Requirements ; (vi)Food and Groceries, Housing, Clothing and Miscellaneous 
Requirements combined. 
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.S
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X
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U
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B

E
R

S
. 

1
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E

S
T

E
R
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U

S
T

R
A

L
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D
E

X
-

N
U
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B

E
R

S
. 

1.513
 

1,464
 

1
,4

4
7
 

1,436
 

1,480
 

1,400
 

1,516
 

1
,4

6
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Rock-
hampton. 
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E
E

N
S

L
A

N
D

.—
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D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S

. 
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1,088
 

1,690
 

1,515
 

1,554
 

1
,7

4
3

 
1,705
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N
.S

.W
.—
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D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 
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1,718
 

1,734
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1,036
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E
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R
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U

S
T

R
A
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D
E

X
-

N
U
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B

E
R

S
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1.513
 

1,464
 

1
,4

4
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1,480
 

1,400
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1
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Rock-
hampton. 
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E
E

N
S

L
A

N
D
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D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S
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1,759
 

1,081
 

1,088
 

1,690
 

1,515
 

1,554
 

1
,7

4
3

 
1,705

 

Broken Hill 
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.S
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-N
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E
R

S
. 

1,622
 

1,718
 

1,734
 

1,695
 

1,036
 

1,549
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R

S
. 1,607

 
1,592
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1
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R
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58 
t/i 

1,772 
1,746

 
1,701

 
1,758

 

1,68
 

1,01
 

1,70
 

1,75
 QueenstowD. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

Hi SS£§ : : : : : : : Port Pirie. 

S
O

U
T

H
 

A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

.—
IN

D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S

. 

1
,5

3
3

 
1,532

 
1,500

 
1
,4

6
8

 

1,434
 

1
,4

4
6

 
1,566

 
1,508

 

Bendigo. 

< 
a 
H 

o 

s 
p 

I 
S3 
e 
H 
X 

g 
3 
M 
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A
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U
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B

E
R
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1,475
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,4

7
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1,483
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1,406
 

1,530
 

1,476
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T
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A
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D
E
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R
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,4

8
7

 
1
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,5
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1,459
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1,617
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7
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1,530
 

1,476
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S
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T
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A
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S
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A
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D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S
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1
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8
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1
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1,577 
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Weighted Av 
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Australia. 
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Kalgoorlie. I 
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'I 

I 
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§S ======= = 
Northam. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 

Ii §!ll= Toowoomba 

gill §S ======= = 
Northam. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 

§§§§ ilss := = • = • • Rock-
hampton. 

SliS g | S S : : : : : : : | Bunbury. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 

§§§§ ilss := = • = • • Rock-
hampton. 

SliS g | S S : : : : : : : | Bunbury. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 
SSSS ssss I g g g : : : : : : : Geraidton. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 
SSSS s i i i : : : : : JTo^r ssss I g g g : : : : : : : Geraidton. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 111 %m m m : : : : : : Weighted 
Av'ge, W.A. 

I 

II 
'I 

I 111 gggg: : : : : : : Warwick. 
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0
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a; Sfil::::-:: Launceston. 

! 

•i 
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1
,2

1
2
 

1
,2

1
2
 

1
,2

2
1
 

1
,2

1
2
 

1
,0

0
1
 

1
,1

7
0
 

1
,1

9
0
 

1
,2

1
4
 

Geelong. 

V
IC

T
O

R
IA

.—
IN

D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S

. 

1 

1
,1

9
3
 

1
,1

9
5
 

1,191
 

1,101
 

1
,0

5
5
 

1
,0

9
0
 

1
,1

7
3
 

1
,1

9
2
 

Warrnam-
bool. 

V
IC

T
O

R
IA

.—
IN

D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S

. 

C
ities, 

1
,4

7
0
 

1
,4

9
4
 

1
,5

0
8
 

1
,5

1
2
 

1
,3

0
1
 

1
,3

8
0
 

1
,4

5
1
 

1
,4

9
7
 

Weighted 
Average, 
Victoria. 

V
IC

T
O

R
IA

.—
IN

D
E

X
-N

U
M

B
E

R
S

. N
ov., 



IIIS 
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I 
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Perth. | 
1111 Hig§8§§gi§ Perth. 

3 1
,3

9
4

 
1
,3

9
7

 
1,385

 
1.3S7 

1,350
 

1,81.1
 

1,389
 

1,391
 

Kalgoorlie. 

ST
E

R
N

 1
,3

5
9
 

1
,3

9
3
 

1,364
 

1
,3

2
1
 

1
,3

2
5
 

1,359
 

Xortham. 

ii 

1,237 
1
,2

4
1
 

1,284
 

1,338
 

Bunbury. 

R
A

L
IA

. 
3E

R
S. 

1
,3

0
4
 

1
,3

7
0
 

1,422
 

1,413
 

1,333 
1
,2

7
1
 

1,354
 

1,392
 

Geraldton. 1 
O 

* 
9 

1
,3

8
3
 

1
,3

9
3
 

1,397
 

1
,4

0
0
 

1
,3

2
7
 

1
,2

8
6
 

1,360
 

1,394 

Weighted 
Av'ge, W.A. 

X 

? 
.'-'.'-'.'-'J-' M I - ' r ^ l - i l - ' M h J M I - ' M 

Hobart. ssss "yilji *• if- . j *• N) to^n M to 
C O B - l O O O O O H U ^ a 

Hobart. T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

1
,4

8
6
 

1
,4

8
2
 

1,469
 

1,452 

1,319
 

1
,3

9
1
 

1
,4

5
4
 

1
,4

7
2
 

Launceston. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

1
,5

0
5
 

1
,4

9
6
 

1,485
 

1
,4

2
9
 

1
,4

5
3
 

1,479 

Burnie. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

1,479 
1,490 
1,506

 
1
,4

8
4

 

1
,4

6
8

 
1,485

 

Devon port. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

1
,2

8
4

 
1
.2

6
8

 
1
,2

7
7

 
1,275 

1
,2

2
9

 
1,192

 
1
,2

4
3

 
1,276 

Queenstown. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 1,542 
1
,5

3
0

 
1
,5

2
0

 
1,501

 

1,377 
1
,3

6
8

 
1,506

 
1,523

 

Weighted 
Av'ge, Tas. 

T
A

S
M

A
N

IA
.—

IN
D

E
X

-N
U

M
B

E
R

S
. 

- ' • - - - • * - • * - • ' . • * • - * - • * . - ' . - * Weighted Average 
6 Capital Cities. S3SS Usstsissis; Weighted Average 
6 Capital Cities. 

m 1,374 
1,392 
1.482 
1.466 

Weighted Ave 
30 Towns, 
Australia. 

rage, 

lillllllli! 
M !-»-»•- j - j - i . H *. , - ' r ' . r ' r , -* ' j - ' j - ' 

Brisbane. 

366 
328 
321 
311

 SiiSSSgiiE! Brisbane. 
£> 

1
,3

0
3

 
1,257 
L

,239 
1,246 

1
,2

0
9

 
1,189

 
1
,2

9
9

 
1,261

 

Toowoomba. 
q 

to 
pi 1

,2
3
6
 

1
,2

0
8
 

1,198
 

1,194
 

1,187
 

1,163
 

1
,2

2
6
 

1
,2

0
9
 

Eock-
hampton. 

> 
a 
1 
O 
ta 
-A 

a 

a 
H 

1
,2

8
7
 

1,242 
1,242 
1,230 

1.19L
 

1,154
 

1
,2

3
0
 

1
,2

5
0
 

Charters 
Towers. 

> 
a 
1 
O 
ta 
-A 

a 

a 
H 

1,276 
1,266 
1
,2

7
1
 

1
,2

0
4
 

1,217
 

1,160
 

1
,2

5
7
 

1,209 Warwick. 

> 
a 
1 
O 
ta 
-A 

a 

a 
H 

1
,3

4
5
 

1
,3

0
6
 

1,300
 

1,202 

1,257 
1
,2

4
5
 

1,317
 

1,311
 

Weighted 
Average, 
Queensland. 

0 0 

1
,4

9
4
 

1
,5

2
3
 

1,490 
1,479 liliii Adelaide. 

1,232 
1,237 
1,212

 
1,209 

1,196
 

1,180
 

1
,2

4
7

 
1
,2

2
3
 

Kadraa, 
Moonta, and 
Wallaroo. 

1
,2

9
0

 
1,294 
1
,3

0
3
 

1
,3

0
0

 

1,224 
1
,2

0
5

 
1,285

 
1,297 Port Pirie. 

1,159
 

1,165
 

1,167
 

1,168
 s e - - B*. 

1,317
 

1
,3

5
9

 
1,393

 
1,411

 

1
,2

6
8
 

1,218
 

1
,2

9
1

 
1
,3

7
0

 

Peter
borough. 

1,469 
1
,4

9
6

 
1
,4

6
6

 
1
,4

5
6

 

1
,3

2
7
 

1,347
 

1
,4

5
4

 
1
,4

7
2
 

Weighted 
Average, 
SA. 

. . . £ 
rf-

** 
53.5S o s c o o o o o o o o 53.5S O 

C : : : « f M B H O e o j ^ i o o i i . 
O 
C 

rrj-M-1 J-'.M.M.>-'.>-'.,-J-M.,-'-,-J.>-'.1-' 
Sydney. V a V w V O I V V O V M B M B O Sydney. KS?3S23S!SSgg Sydney. KS?3S23S!SSgg 

in SSfeS S t S S : : . : : : : Newcastle. in in 

A A 
•rr-^r J-\!-,2-,J-' 
§§SS SS£g : : : : : : : Broken Hill. \ 

©coco© 

N
D

E 
N

D
E 

2S£g g g g g : : : : : : : Goulbum. 3 

1 
» O O B 3 

1 .".|J.tJ.1-i .M.,J.H'-,-' 

3 

1 ssgg 8 8 5 | : : : : : : : Bathurst. S 
a>£ = o V 

.Hrr.H .^j-'.>jrJ I Weighted 

V 

ssss feSfeg: : : : : : : Average. 
N.S.W. 

l l l l 

ssli 

sags 

i l ls 

M - 1 CO !£> 
H C C C ! 

ISlSSi 
lfli: 

3ig§: Bendigo. 

illl: Geelong. 

COCO tO toi l CO Ol©" 03 4-01 CO 
WarrnaiD-
bool. 

$m Weighted 
Average, 
Victoria. 

f 
> 



30 CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS.-

Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov., 1914, 
base (.= 1,000). 

N.S.U • - I N D E X - N U M B E R S . VICTORIA — I N D E X - N U M B E R S 

Period. 

S
yd

ne
y.

 

N
ew

ca
st

le
. I 

i 3 
5 G

ou
lb

ur
n.

 

: 
B

at
h

u
rs

t.
 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

N
.S

.W
. 

M
el

bo
ur

ne
. 

B
al

la
ra

t.
 

B
en

di
go

. 

G
ee

lo
ng

. 

W
ar

rn
am

-
bo

ol
. 

. 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
. 

V
ic

to
ri

a.
 

Nov. 1914 . . 1,002 

3 
5 

: 
B

at
h

u
rs

t.
 

1,035 
„ 1915 . . 1,067 1,056 
„ 1916 . . 1,197 1,154 
„ 1917 . . 1,337 1,294 
„ 1918 . . 1,462 1,463 
„ 1919 . . 1,641 1,609 
„ 1920 . . 1,754 1,885 
„ 1921 . . 1,665 1,760 1,683 1,822 1,672 1,676 1,685 2,120 2,082 1,940 2,138 1,758 
,, 1922 . . 1,394 1,415 1,413 1,577 1,458 1,401 1,424 1,812 1,593 1.720 1,597 1,479 

Year 1923 . . 1,317 1,436 1,531 1,410 1,330 1,419 1,499 1,490 1,481 1,555 1,423 
„ 1924 . . 1,241 

1,237 

1,331 

1,351 

1,173 

1,1112 

1,567 

1,601 

1,361 1,252 1,357 1,394 1,371 1,403 1,602 1,303 

11124 l i t Qta. 

1,241 

1,237 

1,331 

1,351 

1,173 

1,1112 

1,567 

1,601 1,334 1,250 1,357 1,401 1,384 1,372 1,500 1,303 
,, 2nd ,, 1,253 1.313 1,182 1,551 1,357 1,261 1,367 1,402 1,3 10 1,423 1,643 1,374 
,, 3rd ,, 1,234 1,326 1,187 1,558 1,300 1,245 1,354 1,307 1,374 1,414 1,608 1,301 
„ 4 t h " , , 1,242 1,331 1,132 1,558 1,385 1,251 1,350 1,377 1,335 1,403 1,568 1,355 

Q U E E N S L A N D — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 

I 'eriod. a 

•2 

: 
T

oo
w

oo
m

ha
. 

i C
ha

rt
er

s 
T

ow
er

s.
 

'E 
is W

ei
gh

te
d 

A
ve

ra
ge

, 
Q

ue
en

sl
an

d.
 

©
 

A
de

la
id

e.
 

' 
K

ad
in

a,
 

'• 
j 

M
oo

nt
a,

 
an

d 
1 

W
al

la
ro

o.
 

P
o
rt

 P
ir

ie
. 

M
t. 

G
am

bl
er

. 

P
et

er


bo
ro

ug
h.

 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

S.
A

. 

Nov. 1914 . . 8 7 2 : 
T

oo
w

oo
m

ha
. 

C
ha

rt
er

s 
T

ow
er

s.
 

©
 

A
de

la
id

e.
 

' 
K

ad
in

a,
 

'• 
j 

M
oo

nt
a,

 
an

d 
1 

W
al

la
ro

o.
 

„ 1915 . . 9 1 5 1,088 
„ 1916 . . 1,031 1,218 
„ 1917 . . 1,192 1,392 
„ 1918 . . 1,359 1,414 
,. 1919 . . 1,581 1,728 .. „ 1920 . . 1,689 1,836 
„ 1921 . . 1,492 1,867 1,926 2,079 2,015 1,638 1,585 1,903 1,963 2,251 1,565 1,641 
., 1922 . . 1,205 1,31.1 1,554 1,341 1,047 1,338 1,300 1,,104 1,400 1,043 1,11)4 l,37h 

Year 1923 . . 1,426 1,441 1,433 1,344 1,492 1,427 1,441 1,470 1,398 1,004 1,417 1,443 
„ 1924 . . 1.37J 1,445 

1,412 

1,421 

1,102 

1,269 

1,321 

1,413 

1,405 

1,385 

1,381 

1,451 1,421 1,408 1,507 1,394 1,449 

1924 U t Qlr . 1,377 

1,445 

1,412 

1,421 

1,102 

1,269 

1,321 

1,413 

1,405 

1,385 

1,381 1,420 1,412 1,420 1,550 1,370 1,421) 
„ 2nd „ 1,382 1,401 1.450 1,270 1,425 1,391 1,411 1,434 1,435 1,579 V M S 1,400 
., 3i(I ,, 1,370 1,448 1.443 1,203 1,414 1,387 1,4511 1,425 1,408 1,582 1,414 1.457 
,, 4th ,, 1,377 1,400 1.380 1,221 1,407 1,370 1,455 1,413 1,308 1,550 1,308 1,451 

W E S T E R N AUSTRALIA — I N D E X -
N U M U E K S . T A S M A N I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 

lig
ht

ed
 A

ve
ra

ge
 

C
ap

ita
l 

C
iti

es
. w ba a 

Period. 

Ig
oo

rl
ie

. 

rt
h

am
. 

a ra
ld

to
n.

 

ig
ht

ed
 

ge
, 

W
 A

. 

u 1 a> 

vo
n 

po
rt

 

ee
us

to
w

n.
 

ig
ht

ed
 

'g
e,

 
T

as
. 

lig
ht

ed
 A

ve
ra

ge
 

C
ap

ita
l 

C
iti

es
. 

ig
ht

ed
 A

v 
T

ow
ns

, 
st

ra
lia

. 

£ M 
c 

=3 s *< O 

n a V 

a 
p * *< *£ SS< 

Nov. 1914 . . 9 2 0 1,094 1,000* 
„ 1915 . . 1,007 1,105 1,050 
„ 1916 . . 1,126 1,246 1,168 
„ 1917 . . 1,300 1,380 1,315 
„ 1918 . . 1,505 1,592 1,454 
„ 1919 . . 1,694 1,782 1,641 
„ 1920 . . 1,802 1,896 1,810 
„ 1921 . . 1,634 1,824 1,928 1.75J 1,693 1,892 2,214 1,99 1 2,006 1,653 1,710 
,. 11)22 . . 1,316 .,424 1,624 1,301 1,350 1,666 L,073 1,01 I 1,650 1,395 1,426 

Year 1023 •.. 1,396 1,512 1,353 1,474 1,41 1,409 1,643 1,548 1,457 1,437 1,62 i 1,59! 1,388 1,397 
., 1024 . 1,346 1,517 1,258 1,459 1,31 ) 1,364 1,63!) 1,513 1,417 1,372 

1,306 

1,57 9 1,579 1,330 1,339 

1024 l ? t Qlr. 1,342 1,584 1,271 1,457 1,341 1,309 1.655 1,604 1,431 

1,372 

1,306 1,52 0 1,585 1,326 1,336 
.. 2nd ,, ' 1,348 ,508 1,205 1,438 L,33: 1,371 1,630 1,510 1,421 1,377 1,55 8 1,57* 1,339 1,348 
., 3rd ., 1,373 ,457 1,253 1,480 1,31 1,381 1,632 1,525 1,413 1.374 1,51) i 1,571 1,329 1,338 
., 4 th ., 1,310 1,400 1,242 1,461 1,28 > 1,334 1,031 1,507 1.402 1,370 1,03 4 1,574 1,327 1,334 

Base. 
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Miscellaneous.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities, Nov.b 

1914, base ( = 1,000). 

N.S.W . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . V I C T O R I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 

Period. 

a •p 

1,022 

! B
ro

ke
n 

H
il

l. 

G
ou

ib
ur

n.
 

=5 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

N
.S

.W
. 

M
el

bo
ur

ne
. 

B
al

la
ra

t.
 

B
en

di
go

. 

G
ee

lo
ng

. 

W
ar

rn
am

-
bo

ol
. 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

V
ic

to
ri

a.
 

Nov. 1914 . . 

a •p 

1,022 ; 971 
„ 1915 . . 1,066 1,028 
„ 1916 . . 1,079 1,047 
,, 1917 . . 1,186 1,174 
„ 1918 . . 1,319 1,268 
„ 1919 . . 1,414 1,357 
,, 1920 . . 1,615 1,577 ! . 
„ 1921 . . 1,348 1,328 1,471 1,270 1,321 1,350 1,364 1,277 1,352 1,379 1,175 1,355 
., 1922 . . 1,381 1,273 1,439 1,222 1,270 1,371 1,306 1,225 1,317 1,347 1,137 1,300 

V e a r l 9 2 3 . . 1.364 1,242 1,438 1,226 1,264 1,353 1,316 1,233 1,259 1,285 1,183 1,308 
,, 1924 . . 1,358 1,253 1,432 1,221 1,262 1,349 1,342 1,256 1,261 1,279 1,173 1,332 

1924 Ut Qtr. 1,362 1,264 1,420 1,231 1,263 1,353 1,333 I 1,250 1,249 1,262 1,172 1,322 
„ 2nd „ 1,358 1,262 1,427 1,220 1,264 1,349 1,351 1,261 1,267 1,277 1,175 1,340 
,, .ird .. 1,356 1,244 1,44] 1,219 1,261 1,347 1,352 1,261 1,265 1,287 1,173 1,341 
,, 4th ,, 1,357 1,241 1,439 1,216 1,259 1,348 1,332 J 1,251 1,205 1,289 1.171 1,323 

LAND.—INDEX-NUMBEI IS. S O U T H A U S T R A L I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 

Peiiod. 

B
ri

sb
an

e.
 

T
oo

w
oo

m
ba

. 

C 

o 

•ai C
ha

rt
er

s 
T

ow
er

s.
 

W
ar

w
ic

k.
 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

Q
ue

en
sl

an
d.

 

A
de

la
id

e.
 

K
ad

in
a,

 
• 

M
oo

nt
a,

 a
n
d
 

W
al

la
ro

o.
 

P
o
rt

 P
ir

ie
. 

M
t. 

G
am

bi
er

. 

P
et

er


bo
ro

ug
h.

 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
, 

S
.A

. 

Nov. 1914 . . 971 1,028 

K
ad

in
a,

 
• 

M
oo

nt
a,

 a
n
d
 

W
al

la
ro

o.
 

M
t. 

G
am

bi
er

. 

„ 1915 . . 1,009 1,073 
,, 1916 . . 1,022 1,111 
„ 1917 . . 1,117 1,180 
,, 1918 . . 1,243 . . • 1,319 
„ 1919 . . 1,293 1,382 
„ 1920 . . 1,520 1,603 
,, 1921 . . 1,261 1,273 1,338 1,347 1,320 1,279 1,379 1,423 1,422 1,378 1,336 1,383 
, 1922 1,232 1,241 1,275 1,231 1,250 1,238 1,355 1,345 1,369 1.310 1,306 1,363 

Year 1923 . . 1,247 1,239 1,247 1,296 1,261 1,249 1,370 1,361 1,358 1,312 1,314 1,368 
,, 1924 . . 1,252 1,245 

1,250 

1,238 

1,243 

1,301 

1,304 

1,224 1,251 1,371 1,359 1,365 1,335 1,368 1,369 

] ')24 l=t Qt l . 1,251 

1,245 

1,250 

1,238 

1,243 

1,301 

1,304 1,228 1.252 1,366 1,355 1,355 1,335 1,358 1,365 
„ 2nd ,, 1,251 1,243 1,237 1,304 1,230 1,250 1,375 1,361 1,350 1,334 1,378 1,373 

3rd ,, 1,25 1 1,2 15 1,237 1,297 1,220 1,253 1,372 1,361 1,375 1,335 1,368 1,371 
.. *th ,, 1,251 1,244 1,23/ 1,300 1,219 1,250 1,368 1,360 1.374 1,335 1,368 1,368 

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A . — I N D E X -
N U M B ER8. T A S M A N I A . — I N D E X - N U M B E R S . 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
 

Si
x 

C
ap

ita
l 

C
it

ie
s.

 

or
ag

e,
 

Per iod. 

o
 

P
er

th
. 

K
al

go
or

li
e.

 

N
o

rt
h

am
. 

n 

G
er

al
dt

oi
i. 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

v'
ge

, 
W

.A
. 

O 

w 
934 

L
au

nc
es

to
n.

 

B
ur

ni
e.

 

D
ev

on
po

rt
. 

i W
ei

gh
te

d
 

A
v'

ge
, T

as
. 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

ve
ra

ge
 

Si
x 

C
ap

ita
l 

C
it

ie
s.

 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

v 
30

 T
ow

ns
, 

A
us

tr
al

ia
. 

Nov. 1914 . . o
 

P
er

th
. 

n 

W
ei

gh
te

d 
A

v'
ge

, 
W

.A
. 

O 

w 
934 1,000* 

„ 1915 . . 1,098 1,028 . . j 1,050 
„ 1916 . . 1,161 1,041 . . 1,071 
„ 1917 . . 1,236 1,155 . . 1 1,178 
„ 1918 . . 1,382 1,262 1,298 
„ 1919 . . 1,495 1,344 1,384 
„ 1920 . . 1,685 1,501 1,694 
„ 1921 . . 1,374 1,375 1,304 1,47 . 1,374 1,245 1,315 1,28 1,271 1,349 1,347 
„ 1922 . . 1,339 1,333 1,231 1,42 2 1,336 1,243 1,234 1,23< ! 1,237 1,334 1,325 

Year 1923 . 1,344 1,302 1,21,1 1,240 1,40 . 1,336 1,243 1,255 1,141 1,143 1,23 3 1,237 1,334 1,325 
., 1924 '. . 1,326 1,309 1,278 1,249 1,39 5 1,323 1,246 1,248 1,147 1,121 1,08 1 1,231 1,340 1,330 

1!>24 1-t Qtr. 1,329 1,308 1.281 1,246 1,89 1,325 1,244 1,248 1,142 1,122 1,08 2 1,229 1,338 1,329 
.. 2nd ,, 1,831 1,312 1,280 1,252 1,39 3 1,327 1,252 1,246 1,145 1,122 1,08 5 1,234 1,344 1,334 
„ «rd „• 1,323 1,310 1,277 1,252 1,40 7 1,321 1,245 1,249 1,150 1,122 1,08 i 1,23C 1,343 1,333 
., 4th ,, 1,322 1,308 1,273 1,246 1,39 0 1,320 1,242 1,249 1,153 1,120 1,08 2 1,229 1,336 1.327 

* Base. 
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6. Application of Index-Numbers.—The following table shows the 
manner in which the index-numbers in the preceding tables may be applied 
to the findings of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage :— 

Basic Wage Commission's Findings of 1920.—Cost at November, 1914, 1920, 4th 
Quarter, 1923, and 4th Quarter, 1924. 

November. 1914. November, 1920. 4th Quarter, 1923. 4th Quarter, 1924. 

Town. 
Index-
Number. 

Relative 
Cost. 

Actual 
Finding. 

Index-
Number. 

Index-
Number. 

Relative 
Cost. 

Index-
Number. 

Relative 
Cost. 

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart 
Wtd. Aver. 

1,037 
986 
898 
997 

1,001 
997 

1,000 

£ s. d. 
3 12 3 
3 7 5 
3 3 1 
3 9 10 
3 13 6 
3 7 7 
3 9 7 

£ s. d. 
5 17 1 
6 16 6 
5 6 2 
5 16 1 
5 13 11 
5 18 11 
S 15 8 

1,681 
1,704 
1,511 
1,657 
1,552 
1,724 
1,665 

1,456 
1,471 
1,356 
1,455 
1,339 
1,527 
1,446 

£ s. d. 
6 1 5 
5 0 7 
4 15 3 
5 1 11 
4 18 3 
5 3 7 
5 0 5 

1,420 
1,431 
1,316 
1,453 
1,369 
1,512 
1,417 

£ s. d. 
4 18 11 
4 17 10 
4 12 6 
5 1 10 
5 0 (1 
5 2 6 
4 18 5 

The table shows, in the third column, the amount determined by the Basic 
Wage Commission as the cost of living according to the standard fixed by 
the Commission in November, 1920. Applying the index-numbers for 4th 
quarter, 1923, and 4th quarter, 1924, the relative costs of the Commission's 
standard for those two quarters are obtained. In order to check the 
applicability of the index-numbers for the determination of variations in 
the Basic Wage Commission's finding, the relative costs of the standard 
fixed for November, 1914, have been confuted in the same manner. While 
they do not correspond exactly with the amounts as given in the supple
mentary Report of the Commission, they are sufficiently near to show that 
the method adopted by this Bureau for measuring the variations gives 
results which closely approximate to those of the Commission. The 
amounts for November, ^ M , as found by the Commission, are givei on 
page 17 of this Report. The greatest difference between the results is shown 
for Hobart, and amounts to only Is. 6d. per week, while for Melbourne 
the difference is only 4d. per week. 

§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns. 

1. General.—-To supplement the information collected monthly for 
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into 
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This 
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November 
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In Novem
ber, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard 
to prices obtained in November each year will relate, therefore, to 200 towns. 
The results of the first investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No. 
5 (Section I V , pages 26 to 33), where some description was gi ven of the 
methods adopted in making the investigation and in computing the index-
numbers. The results of succeeding investigations have appeared in the 
Labour Bulletins and Reports of this Bureau. 

2. Results—1922 to 1924.—The results of the investigation in November, 
1924, are set out in the tables on pages 40 to 43. (See end of last column, 
on page 43). Aggregate expenditure on food and groceries separately is 
shown in the form of index-numbers for each year in column A. In columns 
B and C the corresponding aggregate expenditure on food, groceries, and 
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rent of 4-rooms ; and food, groceries, and rent of 5-rooms are shown for 
each year for each town. The index-number 1,597 (see page 43), represents 
the weighted average expenditure in 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent 
of 5-roomed houses; 1,472 represents the average weighted expenditure on 
food, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed houses in Novomber, 1924. Similarly, 
in column A, the index-number 1,012 represents the relative weighted average 
expenditure on food and groceries only for November, 1924. The figures 
given in the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average 
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houses as equal to 1,597, the expenditure on the same items in Mel
bourne is 1,600; while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for 5-roomed 
the expenditure in Melbourne would be represented by 1,455 compared with 
an expenditure of 1,472 on the average for 200 towns. 

The change made in Eeport No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers 
were computed is continued in this issue. Previously the weighted average 
expenditure on food, groceries and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towns 
in each year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same 
base is taken as in the tables referring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities given 
in the second paragraph, i.e., the weighted average expenditure on food, 
groceries, and housing in the 6 capital cities in 1911 is made equal 
to 1,000. 

Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries and Housing in 200 Towns for November, 1922, 
1923, and 1924, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and 
Bent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (= 1,000). 
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New South W a l e s - A B c A B c A I: (J 
Sydney 1,034 1,553 1,641 1,087 1,608 1,705 1,022 1,559 1,600 
Newcastle 1,008 1,419 1,574 1,120 1,631 1,676 1,006 1,447 1,6(111 
Broken Hill 1,050 1,331 1,402 1,227 1,510 1,587 1,145 1,467 1,525 
Goulburn 080 1,409 1,527 1,095 1,570 1,661 1,020 1,521 1,694 
Bathurs t 940 1,187 1,309 1,045 1,325 1,414 041 1,264 1,370 
Albury 
Armidale 

986 1,519 1,594 1,060 1,636 1,754 '1110 1,048 l,78--> Albury 
Armidale 974 1,332 1,404 1,073 1,424 1,536 '180 1,371 1,460 
Ballina 1,169 1,511 1,504 1,052 1,546 1,678 
Bega 983 1,259 1,358 1,132 1,408 1,530 1,020 1,322 1,437 
Berry 1,117 1,413 1,512 1,068 1,331 1,400 
Blacklieath 1,199 1,633 1,725 1,130 1,023 1,738 
Bourke 1,055 1,232 1,285 1,228 1,426 1,505 1,055 1,266 1,292 
Bowral 1,001 1,495 1,594 1,141 1,701 1,760 1,060 1,530 1,672 
Casino 1,011 1,373 1,439 1,133 1,541 1,643 1,063 1,490 1,611 
Cessnock 1,111 1,576 1,659 1,01 + 1,520 1,(58'1 
Cobar 1,043 1,141 l , i74 1,152 1,251 1,284 1,078 1,102 1.20S 
Cooma 1,000 1,292 1,390 1,220 1,611 1,709 1,083 1,425 1,537 
Coonamble 1,045 1,352 1,435 1,142 1,405 1,475 1.077 1,406 1,472 
Cootamundra 921 1,337 1,440 1,098 1,558 1,690 1176 1,447 1,5+9 
Corrimal 1,013 1,309 1,381 1,106 1,435 1,527 075 1,304 1,370 
Cowra 974 1,372 1,484 1,074 1,505 1,509 1,017 1,4,18 1,511 
Cronulla 1,155 1,748 1,879 1,071 1,713 1,8+5 
Cudgegong 1,167 1,364 1,403 1,05-1 1,280 1..156 
Deniliquin 1,008 1,309 1,378 1,087 1,405 1,474 1,000 1,336 1,42!* 
D u b b o 1,018 1,445 1,542 1,204 1,657 1,791 1,065 1,537 1,641 
Forbes 1,014 1,398 1,569 1,105 1,559 1,737 1,000 1,401 1,651 
Gilgandra • •• 1,136 1,426 1,505 1,016 1,268 1,321 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, etc.—continued. 

1922. 1923. 1924. 
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New South Wales—contd. A B c A B c A 1! c 
Glen l imes 957 1,266 1,400 1,015 1,326 1,423 925 1,254 1,401 
Grafton 1,006 1,359 1,478 1,149 1,544 1.643 1,035 1,324 1,430 
Grenfell 977 1,444 1,569 1,179 1,541 1,771 1,038 1,498 1,030 
Griffith 1,214 1,872 2,004 1,006 1,796 1,862 
Gulgong 1,092 1,388 1,451 995 1,291 1,354 
Gunnedah 990 1,296 1,358 1,039 1,434 1,566 902 1,333 1,439 
H a y 1,004 1,280 1,405 * * • 1,085 1,392 1,531 
Invercll 1,001 1,363 1,407 1,102 1,452 1,521 1,011 1,373 1,451 
Junec 001 1,418 1,517 1,117 1,561 1,676 972 1,064 1,696 
K a t o o m b a 1,060 1,584 1,371 1,205 1,728 1,859 1,129 1,619 L.737 
Kempscy 
K u r r i Kur r i 

961 1,290 1,427 1,021 1,350 1,383 1,004 1,398 1,484 Kempscy 
K u r r i Kur r i 1,181 1,477 1,550 1,068 1,424 1,496 
Lceton 1,196 1,914 1,949 1,097 1,867 1,880 
Xismore 1,047 1,402 1,563 1,162 1,517 1,678 1,049 1,404 1,566 
Li thgow 1,018 1,355 1,472 1,166 1,547 1,655 1,023 1,422 1,502 
Maftland 994 1,350 1,402 1,086 1,554 1,596 952 1,409 1,49) 
Moree 1,079 1,487 1,605 1,288 1,692 1,797 1,104 1,556 1,692 
Moss Vale 999 1,394 1,559 1,112 1,C22 1,704 1,034 1,516 1,670 
Mudgee 995 1,414 1,504 1,115 1,515 1,611 982 1,398 MS^ 
Nar rab r i 992 1,292 1,395 1,109 1,427 1,563 960 1,309 1,436 
I^arrandera . . 1,187 1,621 1,746 1,069 1,516 1,694 
Xowra 1,052 1,578 1,657 1,164 1,559 1,717 1,036 1,481 1,595 
Orange 955 1,307 1,410 1,032 1,432 1,535 1192 1,447 1,565 
l*arkes 1,000 1,434 1,559 1,120 1,604 1,696 1,020 1,480 1,595 
P e n r i t h 1,083 1,440 1,557 1,025 1,340 1,436 
Port Kcmbla 1,145 1,467 1,540 1,057 1.3S0 1,450 
Por t land 1,106 1,402 1,494 1,042 1,423 1,535 
Queanbeyan l,6i4 1,376 1,458 1,172 1,577 1,676 1,057 1,551 1,704 
Quirindi 1,128 1,437 1,562 1,034 1,350 1,507 
Richmond , 1,121 1,492 1,588 1,075 1,493 1,569 
Scone ,. 1,028 1,462 1,587 965 1,335 1,491 
Singleton 1,117 1,479 1,548 988 1,353 1,442 
Tarn worth 921 1,339 1,497 1,065 1,427 1,582 947 1,380 1,465 
Taree 1,088 1,598 1,687 979 1,538 1,686 
Temora 1,006 1,467 1,532 1,099 1,555 1,667 1,057 1,584 1,692 
Tenterfleld 1,137 1,499 1,565 1,010 1,383 1,430 
T u m u t 1,149 1,511 1,643 1,039 1,533 1,632 
Ulinarra 1,163 1,571 1,623 1,075 1,470 1,602 
Wagga Wagg.i 951 1,350 1,477 1,132 1,856 1,988 1,016 1,740 1,838 
AValcha 1,009 1,305 1,436 9!)4 1,257 1,405 
Wellington 944 1,226 1,313 1,129 1,414 1,506 1,018 1,308 1,421 
Wcstou 1,198 1,487 1,527 1,066 1,356 1,395 
Windsor 1,108 1,483 1,634 1,052 1,488 1,562 
Wollongong 1,018 1,399 1,465 1,137 1,560 1,652 1,045 1,508 1,595 
W y along 983 1,329 1,445 1,148 1,595 1,681 1,099 1,494 1,626 
Yass 1,069 1,385 1,449 1,249 1,567 1,648 1,080 1,458 1,524 
Young 950 1,306 1,408 1,014 1,412 1,511 942 1,376 1,475 

Weighted Average for 
State (74 Towns) . . 1,024 1,493 1,589 1,099 1,585 1,680 1,023 1,527 1,653 

V i c t o r i a -
Melbourne 967 1,431 1,570 1,062 1,547 1,689 963 1,455 1,600 
Bal lara t 976 1,217 1,320 1,080 1,356 1,463 987 1,268 1,384 
liendigo 977 1,284 1,381 1,075 1,375 1,473 988 1,293 1,373 
Geelong 959 1,322 1.439 1,054 1,427 1,556 945 1,318 1,448 
Warrnambool 932 1,273 1,431 1,067 1,448 1,578 987 1,370 1,497 
A r a r a t 1,002 1,303 1,395 1,150 1,472 1,540 ] ,049 1,372 1,455 
Bacchus Marsh 1,081 1,489 1,640 961 1,389 1,520 
Jfciirnsdale . . 1,009 1,371 1,494 1,166 1,528 1,692 1,052 1,414 1,578 
Beechworth 996 1,223 1,275 1,114 1,364 1,433 1,040 1,303 1,369 
Benalia 947 1,276 1,385 1,081 1,413 1,489 993 1,325 1,421 
Camperdown 963 1,339 1,539 1,055 1,450 1,581 1,001 1,404 1,527 
Caster ton 1,073 1,345 1,446 1,013 1,300 1,425 
Castlemaine 997 1,280 1,375 1,069 1,358 1,454 1,056 1,389 1,505 
Colac 973 1,500 1,582 1,135 1,675 1,793 1,042 1,574 1,667 
Oreswick 921 1,053 1,092 1,035 1,154 1,206 962 1,107 1,126 
Daylesford 995 1,247 1,329 1,080 1,376 1,458 986 1,216 1,282 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 800 Towns, etc.—continued. 
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Victoria—continued. A B c A B c A 1! C 

Dunol ly 934 1,092 1,131 1,067 1,212 1,238 996 1,147 1,180 
Echuca 973 1,235 1,327 1,069 1,364 1,464 1,026 1,355 1,470 
E u r o a 1,011 1,243 1,296 1,131 1,414 1,476 1,070 1,389 1,465 
Hami l ton 1,018 1,402 1,534 1,140 1,557 1,667 1,080 1,590 1,74+ 
Healesvlllo 1,147 1,588 1,700 1,016 1,430 1,542 
Horsham 987 1,417 1,536 1,103 1,673 1,827 1,065 1,068 1,865 
TCerang 1,126 1,652 1,784 1,061 1,620 1,762 
Koro i t 1,096 1,372 1,458 988 1,251 1,357 
K o r u m b u r r a . . 939 1,273 1,376 1,124 1,387 1,519 1,037 1,497 1,629 
K y n e t o n 951 1,273 1,331 1,064 1,380 1,459 980 1,316 1,410 
Lilydale 1,127 1,555 1,653 1,012 1,440 1,572 
Maffra 1,146 1,738 1,870 1,019 1,622 1,732 
Maldon 950 1,093 1,137 1,086 1,242 1,279 1,000 1,158 1,206 
Maryborough 977 1,154 1,270 1,108 1,315 1,407 1,000 1,214 1,309 
Mildura 1,102 1,757 1,829 1,163 1,769 1,920 1,084 1,693 1,805 
Morwell 1,108 1,733 1,832 1,041 1,764 1,830 
Nhill 1,006 1,348 1,409 1,149 1.5L8 1,639 L.124 1,550 1,699 
Orbost 1,020 1,415 1,547 1,104 1,433 1,499 1,0+7 1,4+2 1,573 
Port land . 1,023 1,346 1,467 1,097 1,412 1,525 1,067 1,357 1,498 
P o r t Fa i ry 1,090 1,358 1,424 1,010 1,292 V152 
S t . Arnaud 976 1,244 1,325 1,122 1,451 1,591 1,040 1,4.15 1,51+ 
Sale 936 1,252 1,360 1,072 1,487 1,643 987 1,432 1,582 
Seymour 1,090 1,370 1,462 1,002 1,400 1,490 
Shepparton i,6io 1,454 1,569 1,092 1,487 1,666 1,007 1,476 1,590 
Stawell 1,070 1,331 1,423 1,180 1,452 1,548 1,087 1,372 1,451 
Swan Hill 982 1,674 1,739 1,086 1,612 1,777 1,052 1,710 1,809 
Te rang 1,105 1,447 1,552 1,041 1,449 1,667 
Traralgon 1,067 1,426 1,518 1,021 1,380 1,485 
Wanga ra t t a i,6i4 1,350 1,431 1,166 1,618 1,686 1,061 1,458 1,50:1 
Warracknabeal 973 1,335 1,400 1,065 1,512 1,634 1,020 1,536 1,645 
"Warragul 1,099 1,595 1,735 (169 1,429 1,561 
Wonthaggi 1,000 1,439 1,527 1,204 1,674 1,761 1,049 1,47+ 1,566 

Weighted Average for 
State (48 Towns) . . 971 1,389 1,517 1,069 1,525 1,660 '173 1,417 1,57+ 

Queensland— 
Brisbano 942 1,275 1,385 1,039 1,376 1,487 970 1,303 1,42.1 
Toowoomba 927 1,183 1,262 1,049 1,339 1,423 • 105 1,223 1,12+ 
Rockhampton 948 1,104 1,239 1,035 1,329 1,375 972 1,211 1,278 
Charters Towers 993 1,243 1,312 1,132 1,390 1,474 1,005 1,322 1,411 
Warwick 919 1,175 1,230 1,023 1,296 1,404 031 1,291 1,352 
Ayr 1,195 1,611 1,732 1,125 1,5+0 1,«91 
Barcaldine 1,237 1,582 1,681 1,116 1.+77 1,609 
Bowen 1,103 1,498 1,597 1,079 1,507 1,651 
Bundaberg 940 1,192 1,278 959 1,211 1,293 9+7 1,232 1,327 
Cairns 1,044 1,452 1,538 1,163 1,602 1,738 1,139 1,596 1,710 
Charleville 1,072 1,466 1,624 1,145 1,573 1,671 1,077 1,537 1,702 
Chillagoe 1,050 1,313 1,379 1,138 1,467 1,533 1,063 1,326 1,392 
Cloncurry 1,115 1,488 1,585 1,174 1,510 1,653 1,178 1,5+0 1,036 
Cooktown 1,126 1,233 1,270 « * • 1,072 1,173 1,221 
Cunnamulla 1,047 1,363 1,441 1,155 1,484 1,550 1,074 1,+03 1.46S 
Dalby 1.031 1,268 1,321 981 1,310 1,375 
Gayndah 1,031 1,360 1,426 952 1,2+5 1,310 
Gladstone 1,040 1,303 1,435 1,020 1,283 1,415 
Goondiwindi 1,016 1,271 1,367 1,145 1,428 1,540 1,033 1,362 1,471 
Gympie 998 1,261 1,336 1,064 1,305 1,405 990 1,280 1,352 
Hughenden 1,092 1,586 1,750 1,194 1,638 1,770 1,101 1,583 1,682 
Innisfail 1,309 1,814 1,923 1,211 1,049 1,80.1 
Ipswich 951 1,241 1,326 1,063 1,406 1,458 963 1,246 1,331 
Ixmgreach 1,098 1,385 1,487 1,221 1,552 1,647 1,073 1,446 1,591 
Mackay 962 1,327 1,436 1,066 1,448 1,571 987 1,407 1,511 
Maryborough 962 1,231 1,363 098 1,251 1,353 953 1,233 1,351 
Moun t Morgan 965 1,183 1,222 1,127 1,357 1,384 1,023 1,300 1,316 
N a m b o u r 1,054 1,400 1,498 994 1,410 1,498 
l l a m a 1,009 1,371 1,450 1,132 1,484 1,534 1,010 1,326 1,43+ 
S tan thorpe . . 1,134 1,503 1,575 1,075 1,431 1,503 
Townsville 1,079 1,493 1,632 1,149 1,603 1,731 1,085 1,569 1,719 
Wlnton 1,090 1,551 1,715 1,235 1,735 1,834 1,108 1,056 1,722 

Weighted Average for 
State (32 Towns) . . 963 1,272 1,368 1,063 1,393 1,492 987 1,320 1,430 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, etc.—continued. 
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South A u s t r a l i a - A B c A B c A Ji cj 
Adelaide 987 1,418 1,548 1,072 1,518 1,667 1,020 1,516 1,645 
K a d i n a . e t c . .". 990 1,245 1,351 1,059 1,334 1,435 1,014 1,281 1,373 
P o r t Pirie 978 1,297 1,391 1,110 1,433 1,530 1,060 1,399 1,479 
Mount Gambier 950 1,185 1,252 1,051 1,286 1,354 994 1,233 1,316 
Peterborough 1,013 1,303 1,373 1,079 1,395 1,470 1,103 1,502 1,584 
Freeling 1,006 1,269 1,375 1,083 1,379 1,445 
Gawler 955 1,294 1,389 1,014 1,326 1,400 1,016 1,398 1,457 
ICapunda 947 1,184 1,260 1,041 1,304 1,403 1,004 1,215 1,327 
Ivoringa 1,110 1,505 1,571 1,053 1,448 1,514 
MilUcent 1,090 1,428 1,520 066 1,427 1,440 
Murray Bridge 947 1,348 l.iie 1,079 1,524 1,623 1,023 1,474 1,582 
P o r t Augusta 1,023 1,348 1,451 1,112 1,437 1,540 1,123 1,448 1,551 
Quorn 1,065 1,529 1,651 1,028 1,518 1,620 
Victor H a r b o u r 975 1,502 1,633 1,031 1,580 1,711 1,050 1,642 1,774 
R e n m a r k 1,059 1,652 1,783 1,166 1,640 1,759 1,116 1,613 1,749 

Weighted Average for 
State (15 Towns) . . 986 1,392 1,515 1,073 1,498 1,639 1,024 1,494 1,610 

Western A u s t r a l i a -
Per th and Fremant le . . 998 1,389 1,577 1,046 1,446 1,538 1,114 1,527 1,618 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,154 1,493 1,557 1,233 1,580 1,645 1,258 1,590 1,651 
Nor tham 1,081 1,432 1,542 1,154 1,510 1,610 1,074 1,496 1,012 
Bun bury 1,046 1,397 1,497 1,058 1,420 1,625 1,137 1,507 1,601 
Geraldton 1,065 1,462 1,548 1,131 1,570 1,654 1,192 1,632 1,704 
Albany 1,099 1,395 1,467 1,172 1,468 1,567 1,204 1,498 1,609 
Beverley 1,072 1,281 1,360 1,132 1,366 1,423 
Bridgetown 1,149 1,560 1,626 1,193 1,538 1,004 
Broome 1,308 1,966 2,098 1,306 1,964 2,030 1,330 1,988 2,053 
Carnarvon 1,237 1,730 1,779 1,249 1,743 1,841 1,184 1,710 1,776 
Collie 1,105 1,467 1,533 1,172 1,567 1,632 
Greenbushes . . 1,193 1,378 1,404 1,242 1,440 1,466 
K a t a n m n g 1,009 1,388 1,549 1,009 1,404 1,467 1,077 1,459 1,577 
Leonora and Gwalia . . 1,269 1,427 1,467 1,355 1,513 1,552 1,399 1,557 1,597 
Meekatharra 1,162 1,425 1,491 1,364 1,627 1,693 
iNarrogin 1,136 1,636 1,794 1,154 1,628 1,812 
Wagin 1,104 1,338 1,453 1,185 1,491 1,537 
York 1,125 1,487 1,540 1,176 1,522 1,574 

Weighted Average for 
State (18 Towns) . . 1,045 1,416 1,506 1,078 1,466 1,555 1,138 1,536 1,624 

Tasmania— 
Hoba r t 1,013 1,416 1,592 1,114 1,574 1,762 1,051 1,579 ],724 
l iaunceston 1,007 1,374 1,636 1,112 1,490 1,657 1,057 1,444 1,610 
Burnie 1,028 1,454 1,586 1,176 1,583 1,746 1,042 1,485 1,621 
Devonpor t 1,010 1,421 1,490 1,146 1,566 1,683 1,080 1,524 1,641 
Queens town. . 1,092 1,356 1,435 1,214 1,478 1,556 1,185 1,448 1,527 
Bcaconsfleld 995 1,069 1,091 1,113 1,205 1,225 1,099 1,218 1,257 
Campbell town 979 1,129 1,183 1,052 1,260 1,308 1,045 1,259 1,333 
Deloraino 1,019 1,197 1,457 1,014 1,363 1,396 
Frankl in 1,024 1,257 1,327 1,082 1,314 1,351 1,061 1,298 1,325 
New Norfolk 1,043 1,372 1,465 1,032 1,361 1,460 
Scottsdale 1,051 l,3i5 1,380 1,129 1,392 1,458 1,039 1,336 1,418 
Ulverstone 1,128 1,450 1,658 1,030 1,380 1,477 
Zeehan 1,116 1,281 1,327 1,251 1,415 1,468 1,154 1,304 1,430 

Weighted Average for 
State (13 Towns) . . 1,020 1,375 1,519 1,120 1,526 1,689 1,059 1,509 1,047 

5 9 » i 5 9 » i 

Weighted Average for 
Australia (200 Towns) 998 1,415 1,525 1,033 1,526 1,642 1,012 1,472 1,697 

* Figures not available for 1923. 
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By deducting the index-number in column A from those in columns B 
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained. Thus 
for November, 1924, the index-number for food and groceries in Melbourne 
(column A) is 963. Subtracting this from 1/155 (column B) gives a difference 
of 492, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and 
from 1,600 (column C) gives a difference of 637, whicli is the relative cost 
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. The relative cost of housing can be 
ascertained similarly for each of the towns included. 

3. Comparisons with Quarterly Results.—To determine the accuracy 
of the' figures relating to variations in prices prior to 1912 for the capital 
cities only, and those since the beginning of 1912 for the 30 towns, the com
parisons of the results have been made annually. 

In the following table, the first line in each division shows the index-
numbers derived from the special inquiry covering 200 towns ; the second 
line gives the results obtained from the returns received for the month of 
November, 1924, for the five towns in each State from which regular monthly 
returns are received ; and the last line gives the results obtained from the 
November returns for the capital cities only. The capital cities are, of course, 
included in each of the other two investigations, and the five towns in each 
State are included in the investigation for " all towns " : — 

Retail Price Index-Numbers—States, 1924. 

Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q'land. S.A. Vf.A. T ! Weighted 
' ' Average. 

FOOD AND GROCERIES. 

All Towns* 1,011 961 975 1,011 1,124 1,047 1,000 
Kive Towns in each 

State 1,010 957 961 1,014 ] , 12.-! 1,051 1,000 
Capital Cities only 1,017 958 960 1,016 1,109 1,040 1,000 

RENT, 5-ROOMED HOUSES. 

All Towns* 1,077 1,028 757 1,012 832 1,005 1,000 
F ive Towns in each 

S ta t e 1,080 1,020 721 1,000 820 1,030 1,000 
Capital Cities only 1,072 1,023 727 1,002 S09 1,080 1,000 

FOOD AND GROCERIES AND RENT. 

All Towns* 1,035 986 895 1,012 1,017 1,031 1,000 
F i v e Towns in each 

S ta t e 1,042 981 871 1,009 1,010 1,043 1,000 
Capital Cities only 1,038 983 875 1,010 994 1,059 1,000 

• For list of towns Included, see Tables on pages 40 to 43. 
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The index-numbers for November, 1918 to 1924, computed from the three 

sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (=1,000), are shown in the 

following table:— 

Retail Price Index-Numbers—Australia, 1918 to 1924. 

Particulars. 1913. 1918. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 

FOOD AND GROCERIES. 

All Towns* 
Fivo Towns in each State . . 
Capital Cities only 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

1,435 
1,430 
1,440 

1,706 
1,701 
1,715 

2,002 
2,007 
2,021 

1,578 
1,577 
1,588 

1,558 
1,564 
1,580 

III 

1,581 
1,581 
1,594 

KENT OF 5-ROOMED HOUSES. 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State . . 
Capital Cities only 

III 

1,031 
1,039 
1,033 

1,103 
1,110 
1,099 

1,228 
1,235 
1,225 

1,268 
1,271 
1,261 

1,347 
1,347 
1,336 

1,433 
1,421 
1,374 

III 

FOOD, GROCERIES, AND RENT. 

All Towns* 
Five Towns in each State . . 
Capital Cities only 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

1,282 
1,278 
1,274 

1,477 
1,471 
1,464 

1,709 
1,706 
1,697 

1,461 
1,458 
1,455 

1,478 
1,480 
1,480 

III 
III 

The figures in the vertical columns show merely the increase or decrease in cost in November of eacli 
year compared with November, 1913, for" All Towns," " r i v e Towns in each State," and " Capital Cities 
only " respectively. 

* See note to preceding table. 

The index-numbers in the first line of each division of the table just given 

refer to 100 towns for November, 1913 ; to 150 towns for November, 191(5 

to 1922 ; and to 200 towns for November, 1923, and November, 1924. 

The general closeness of the results is remarkable, and indicates that the 

index-numbers for the capital cities only for the years prior to 1912, and for 

the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years reflect with a substantial degree 

of accuracy the variations in retail prices for Australia. During the period 

November, 1913, to November, 1924, the average cost of food and groceries 

throughout Australia increased 58.1 per cent. ; house rents increased 49.4 

per cent. ; the aggregate result showing an increase of approximately 54.8 

per cent. 
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers. 

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following 
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 to 1924 
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year 
before the war, being taken as base ( = 1,000). These figures are 
obtained chiefly from the " Monthly Bulletin of Statistics " published by 
the League of Nations. It must be understood that the figures do not show 
the relative prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in 
each country separately. 

Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries 1913 to 1924 (Prices in 1913 as Base = 1,000). 
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1915 1,327 06 3 1,460 1,190 1,010 1,474 1,099 1,230 1,070 
1916 1,997 1,17 I 2,260 1,410 1,270 1,382 1,316 1,337 1,226 
1917 3,063 1,48 5 2,760 1,600 1,770 1,528 1,785 1,607 1.407 
1918 4,091 1,95 3 3,730 2,070 1,940 1,778 1,990 1,753 1,631 
1919 3,658 2,35 9 3,040 2,040 2,060 1,889 2,092 1,777 1,648 
1920 0,244 2,59 1 2,920 2,210 3J590 2,200 2,279 2,435 2,117 2,288 
1921 5,775 A17C 2,00 4 1,820 1,900 2,220 1,912 1,470 1,749 1,718 2,007 1,604 
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a April. b Average for the last five months. c First six months. d July. o February. 
/ Gold mark prices. g For " Ekonomisk Itevue " series from 1913 to 1923 see Labour Keport No. 14, p. 138. 
h End of the year. i 000,000 omitted. j Avorage for the last eight months. k January. / llascd 
on " Zloty " prices—1 zloty beinji equal to 1,800,000 paper maiks. 

2. Retail Prices—Australia 
gives index-numbers of retail 

and other Countries.—The following table 
prices, (a) cost of living, including articles 

other than food, and (b) food only for the month of July in each year from 
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1914 to 1924, and where available, for January, 1925, the prices for July, 
1914 being taken as base ( = 1,000). I t must be understood, however, tha t 
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the " Monthly Bulletin 
of Statistics," published by the League of Nations, show merely the fluctua
tions in prices in each individual country, and are not comparable horizontally. 

Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries for the Month of July, 1914 to 1924, and 
January, 1935, with Prices in July, 1914 as Base (= 1,000). 
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Index-Numbers ol Retail Prices in Various Countries, &o.—continued. 

(6) PIUCE3 OP FOODSTUFFS—continued. 
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CHAPTER II.—WAGES. 

§ 1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts. 

1. General.—Particulars regarding operations under tlie Common
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of 
wages and hours and conditions of labour, showing the number of boards 
authorized and constituted, also those which had and which had not made 
any award or determination in each State, the number and territorial scope 
of awards or determinations, and the number of industrial agreements in 
force, were first compiled to the 31st December, 1913.* 

These particulars have from time to time been revised, and reviews to 
the end of approximately quarterly periods have been published in the periodi
cal Labour Bulletins and Quarterly Summaries to the 31st December, 
1924. 

•Information as to tho main provisions of the various Acts in force may be found In the Official Year 
Book No. 16, pages 568 to 571. 


