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PREFACE.

BY the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, the Commonwealth
is empowered "to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of
the Commonwealth, with respect to," inter alia, "Census and Statistics." In
exercising the power so conferred, a "Census and Statistics Act"-was passed
in 1905, and in the year following the "Commonwealth Bureau of Census
and Statistics" was created. The publication here presented is therefore the
first authoritative Tear Book issued under the Federal Constitution.

In addition to Statistics for the whole of the Federal period, 1901 to 1907,
this Year Book also furnishes corrected statistics for the period 1788 to 1900.
This was necessary to constitute this publication the authoritative source of
statistical information for the Commonwealth of Australia for the whole Federal
period, and to shew the proper relation of that information to the past statistical
history of Australia. "

The general arrangement of the publication, differing somewhat from that of
previous Year Books, is shewn in the synopsis on pp. v. to xvi. immediately fol-
lowing, and will be substantially adhered to in the future issues.

In addition, however, to what may 'be called purely statistical matter, each
issue will contain articles dealing at length with some particular subjeot or
subjects of more or less permanent interest. It is undesirable as well as im-
practicable to repeat these year after year, seeing that it would unduly increase
the size of the publication. As a rule, therefore, only a brief condensation of
special articles will appear in subsequent issues of the Year Book, or they may be
omitted altogether. "•

The general statistical matter will, of course, be brought up to date from year
to year, and, except in cases intended to specially illustrate or elaborate some
question of peculiar importance, will be set forth on each occasion with equal
fulness. In this way each Year Book will, by reason of its special features, have
some measure of independent interest.

Through the co-operation of the various State Bureaux with the Common-
wealth Bureau it has been possible to considerably advance the accuracy, and in
general the intrinsic value, of Australian Statistics. The collection of data is
also being continually improved.

It has been found desirable to deal • with the subject matter from a threefold
aspect, viz.:—

(i.) The development of the component States.
(ii.) The progress of Australia as a whole from the earliest times,

(iii.) The statistical comparison of Australia with other leading countries of
the world.
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In the endeavour to supply reliable details of this character, considerable
difficulties have been experienced, more particularly as regards the early years of
Australian colonisation, and although assistance has been cordially rendered not
only by the State Statistical Bureaux, but also by other State Departments that
were in a position to help, the results obtained must in many cases be considered
as roughly approximate only.

A feature of this publication is the use made of maps and diagrams. The chang-
ing boundaries of the various States, the distribution of the population of Australia,
of its rainfall, etc., the development of its railway system, and similar facts can be
properly appreciated only by the use of maps. In like manner the progress of
events, the characteristics of growth and decline, can in general be represented
much better graphically than numerically. The diagram or " graph" is a direct
picture in which the relative magnitudes are preserved arid by which instantaneous
comparisons are made possible.

The graph has also the advantage of shewing current events in relation to
the past, from which often they derive their significance, and comparisons of
the graphs of interdependent facts often throw light on the nature of the
i n terdependence.

The development of Australia has been in many instances very remarkable,
and this could be shewn only by graphs dating back to its beginning in 1788. In
most cases accurate data are not available for years much before 1860. In such
cases, therefore, it seemed sufficient at present to give continuous results from
that year onwards.

The great mass of material embodied in this Year Book has been carefully
examined, but to hope that all error has been avoided would be idle. If readers
will kindly point out any errors or limitations which they may discover, the
Commonwealth Statistician will much appreciate the opportunity thus afforded of
perfecting the matter and arrangement of the Year Book.

In conclusion, the Commonwealth Statistician desires to express his cordial
thanks to the State Statisticians, and to the responsible officers of the various
Commonwealth and State Departments, who have so kindly supplied all desired
information.

G. H. KNIBBS,
Commonwealth Statistician.

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS.
31st March, 1908.
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In the first official YEAR BOOK OF THE COMMONWEALTH
OF AUSTRALIA, the corrections shewn hereunder are. found to be
necessary.

G. H. KNIBBS, '.
Commonwealth Statistician.

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS,
MELBOURNE, 20<fe May, 1908.

CORRIGENDA.

Page v, for "Chapter II." read "Section II."
„ 3, line 6, for "February, 1891," read "March, 1890."

3, line 7, for "315" read "186."
39, line 43, for "Bachelor" read "Batcheloi:."

,, 39, line 50, for "Houston" read "Houstoun."
,, 56, in central map, Western boundary of Queensland should'be Eastern boundary

of South Australia prolonged. Area Northern Territory, 710,040 sq. m.;
area Queensland, 554,300 sq. m. The text on p. 53 requires corresponding
alteration.

„ 45, line 44, for "Java la Grande" read "Jave la Grande."
„ 119, „ 27, for "4°" read "40°."
„ 120, ,, 9 from bottom, omit "extreme," and after "North-east" insert the words

"of the Southern Goldfields."
„ 120, line 10, for "with" read "without."
„ 123, „ 1, for" (v.)" read "7."
„ 127, „ 19 from bottom, for "Whin Creek" read "Whim Creek."
„ 135, under Ottawa in 3rd column from right, for "31.6" read "—31.6."
„ 168, last line in last column on right, for "37,37,801" read "3,773,801."
„ 201; the rates are per 1000 of population.
,, 204, line 8 from bottom, for-" 1000 deaths" read "population of 1000 as constituted."
,, 205, in heading of table read "Tabulation" for "Compilation."
„ 215, line 2, for "of the" read "for the."
„ 235, line 8, after "grazing allotments" add "For existing conditions as to improve-

ments see Acts No. 1749 and 1957."
„ 235, line 12, for "fourpence" read "threepence."
,, 241, line 2, add " The provisions relating to homestead associations were repealed

in 1904."
„ 246, last line, for "Agricultural Lands Purchase 1894, as amended in 1897, 1901,

and 1905," read "Closer Settlement Act 1906."
„ 253, for "10. Closer Settlement" read "11. Closer Settlement."
„ 270, for "1. Classification" etc., read "11. Classification" etc.
,, 294, for" §5. Graphical Representation" read "§ 6. Graphical Representation."
„ 312, in table of "Interstate Trade in Maize" read "Centals" for "Bushels."
„ 315, in table of "Interstate Trade in Barley, etc.," read "Centals" for "Bushels."
„ 343, in table under "Total Advanced," line Commonwealth, for £4,172,704 read

£4,172,714; for £5,377,307 read £4,577,307.



xx CORRIGENDA.

Page 354, line 13, omit "Tasmania excepted," and below line 20, insert "Tasmania . . .
Manure Adulteration Acts 1893 and 1898."

„ 410, line 13, for "3666 tons" read "103,666 tons."
,, 424, for "6. Production" etc., read "4. Production" etc.
„ 424, for "7. Export" etc., read "5. Export," etc.
„ 425, for "8. Price" etc., read "6. Price" etc.
„ 426, for "9. Price" etc., read "7. Price" etc.
„ 426, for "10. Employment" etc., read "8. Employment," etc.
„ 453, missing figures in first table for South Australia may be found on p. 382.
„ 499, under Straits Settlements in column 4, for "253,607" read "269,013."
„ „ „ Total British Possessions in column 4, for "6,735,864" read "6,751,270."
„ „ „ Total British CoaniHes in column 4, for"33,311,697" read "33,327,103."
„ „ ,, Total Imports from all Countries in column 4, for " 44,729,506" read

"44,744,912."
„ „ under Other Foreign Countries in column 8, for "1,641,935" read "1,657,341."
„ „ „ Total Foreign Countries in column 8, for "15,355,753" read "15,371,159."
„ „ „ Total Imports from all Countries in column 8, for "44,729,506" read

"44,744,912."
,', 552, line 21, for "§ 14. infra" read "§ 15. infra."
„ 561, line 31, for "Light Railway" read "Main Line Railway."
„ 561, line 44, for "Devonport" read "Formby," and for "Formby" read "St. Marys."
,, 566, line 7, under South Australia, for "87J" read "47J."
„ „ „ „ „ Commonwealth, for "732J" read "692J."
„ 569, under 17. Cost of Construction etc., for "£135,448,923" read "£137,936,168."
„ , for "£9754" read "£9669."
„ 607, line 4 from bottom, in last column on right, for "747,116" read "77,116."
„ „ last line, in last column on right, for "2,839,356" read "2,169,356."
„ 626, heading of table, for "1907" read "1906."
„ 712, table "Ordinary Life Assurance," the figures are as given on the official

statistics; they are not, however, compiled for each company on uniform
lines.

„ 719, line 10, for "at" read "of."
„ 798, in heading of table, for "Electors Enrolled" read "Electors Enrolled in Con-

tested Districts" for House of Representatives.


