
�---�:----� 
Australian � 
Bureau of 
Statistics 

CATALOGUE NO. 6202.0 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 10 MAY 1990 
THE LABOUR FORCE, AUSTRALIA, APRIL 1990, PRELIMINARY 

PHONE INQUIRIES • about these statistics and the availability of related unpublished statistics - contact 
Don Clark on Canberra (06) 252 6525 or any ABS State office 

• about other statistics and ABS services - contact Information Services on Canberra 
(06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office 

MAIL INQUIRIES • write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, ACT 2616 or any ABS 
Stale Office 

ELECTRONIC SERVICES • on DISCOVERY - key *656# • on AUSSTATS - phone (06) 252 6017 
• on TELEST A TS - phone (06) 252 5405 Main Economic Indicator inquiries, 

(06) 252 5404 Foreign Trade statistics inquiries. 
FLOPPY DISK SERVICE • Data contained in this publication are also available on floppy disk - contact Don Clark 

on Canberra (06) 252 6525 or any ABS State office 

Note: Care should be taken in the interpretation of month-to-month movements in the original and seasonally adjusted data. See 
paragraphs 13 to 17 of the Explanatory Notes. 

MAIN FEATURES 

I 

The April 1990 seasonally adjusted estimate of employed 
persons was 7,861,000, a rise of 44,100 since March 
1990. Full-time employment rose by 12,600 to 6,196,600 
and part-time employment rose by 31,500 to 1,664,300. 
Male employment rose 23,300 with an increase of 16,900 
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in full-time employment. Female employment rose by 
20,700, with part-time employment increasing by 25,000. 
Trend estimates of employment for males have been 
declining gradually since December 1989. For females, 
trend estimates continue to increase slowly. 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of unemployed persons 
in April 1990 was 520,400, a rise of 10,500 since March 
1990. Male unemployment rose by 15,600 to 303,200 
while female unemployment fell 5,200 to 217 ,200. The in­ 
crease for males was due exclusively to a rise in the num­ 
ber seeking full-time work. Trend estimates of persons 
seeking full-time work continue to increase, while trend 
estimates of persons seeking part-time work have shown 
successive small monthly falls since October 1989. 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of the unemployment 
rate in April 1990 was 6.2%, compared with 6.1 % in 
March 1990. Seasonally adjusted, the unemployment rate 
for males rose by 0.3 percentage points to 6.2%. The 
female unemployment rate fell 0.2 percentage points to 
6.3%. Trend estimates of the unemployment rate for 15 to 
19 year-olds seeking full-time work are increasing for 
both males and females. The underlying trend is one of 
increase in the unemployment rate for males aged 20 and 
over seeking full-time work but for females the rate has 
been steady in recent months (see graphs on page 3). 

The April 1990 seasonally adjusted estimates of the un­ 
employment rate for the States were: Victoria 4.7%, New 
South Wales 6.2%, South Australia 6.9%, Western 
Australia 7.3%, Queensland 7.6% and Tasmania 8.4%. 

The seasonally adjusted estimate of the labour force par· 
ticipation rate for April 1990 rose by 0.3 percentage 
points to 63.4%. The male participation rate rose by 0.5 
percentage points to 75.5%, while the female participation 
rate rose by 0.2 percentage points to 51.7%. 
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PERSONS EMPLOYED FULL TIME: TREND SERIES 

The graphs on this page have been drawn to a semi-logarithmic scale to enable comparisons to be made of rates of change - See paragraph 18 of 
the Explanatory Notes. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR PERSONS LOOKING FOR FULL-TIME WORK: TREND SERIES 
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TABLE 1. LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 AND OVER 
Uneme_lo-y_ed 

Looking for 
[ull-time work 
Aged Looking 
15-19 for Civilian 

Emelo-y_ed looking part- Not in population Unemp- Panic- 
Full-time for time labour labour aged 15 laymen! ipation 

Month workers Total first job Total work Total force force and over rate rate 
-'000- er cent - 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 4,204.3 4,513.3 28.5 286.9 39.6 326.6 4,839.9 1,547.5 6,387.4 6.7 75.8 
March 4,196.5 4,530.7 15.2 257.4 36.5 293.9 4,824.6 1,574.1 6,398.6 6.1 75.4 
A ril 4,222.7 4,563.7 14.7 236.4 37.3 273.7 4,837.4 1,572.0 6,409.4 5.7 75.5 May 4,225.1 4,571.2 14.3 242.9 35.6 278.5 4,849.7 1,570.5 6,420.2 5.7 75.5 
June 4,222.4 4,570.6 12.0 230.7 29.9 260.S 4,831.1 1,599.8 6,430.9 5.4 75.! 
July 4,249.4 4,594.9 12.6 231.1 33.6 264.8 4,859.7 1,581.9 6,441.6 5.4 75.4 
August 4,217.5 4,571.9 13.5 230.7 30.0 260.7 4,832.6 1,619.7 6,452.3 5.4 74.9 
September 4,250.3 4,628.4 13.7 238.2 36.5 274.7 4,903.1 1,559.9 6,463.0 5.6 75.9 
October 4,264.2 4,628.3 15.0 211.0 32.2 243.2 4,871.5 1,599.8 6,471.3 5.0 75.3 
November 4,263.0 4,637.7 12.9 214.0 26.7 240.7 4,878.4 1,601.1 6,479.5 4.9 75.3 
December 4,299.4 4,672.6 23.5 246.1 31.8 277.9 4,950.5 1,537.3 6,487.8 5.6 76.3 

1990 - 
January 4,237.3 4,586.1 30.4 274.0 37.! 311.1 4,897.2 1,599.0 6,496.2 6.4 75.4 
February 4,259.6 4,609.6 20.5 274.1 37.6 311.8 4,921.3 1,583.3 6,504.6 6.3 75.7 
March 4,247.0 4,623.8 16.8 256.0 42.7 298.7 4,922.4 1,590.6 6,513.0 6.1 75.6 
April 4,251.1 4,634.7 14.7 258.7 38.6 297.3 4,932.0 1,591.0 6,523.0 6.0 75.6 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

18.7 19.2 1.8 6.5 2.8 6.8 19.6 13.1 0.1 0.3 esurnates 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 
movements 14.2 14.7 1.8 5.0 2.5 5.3 15.0 9.8 0.1 0.2 

FEMALES 

1989 - 
February 1,872.4 3,056.4 32.7 184.7 86.9 271.5 3,327.9 3,231.8 6,559.7 8.2 50.7 
March 1,885.0 3,107.6 19.8 159.2 93.2 252.4 3,360.0 3,211.3 6,571.3 7.5 51.1 
A ril 1,890.8 3,119.6 18.4 153.4 89.0 242.4 3,362.0 3,220.4 6,582.4 7.2 51.1 May 1,897.5 3,158.0 16.7 160.0 80.1 240.0 3,398.1 3,195.4 6,593.5 7.1 51.5 
June 1,902.9 3,149.9 17.l 147.5 69.4 216.9 3,366.7 3,237.9 6,604.6 6.4 51.0 
July 1,922.8 3,156.9 15.2 149.5 69.1 218.6 3,375.5 3,238.4 6,613.9 6.5 51.0 
August 1,891.5 3,155.7 14.8 139.4 69.3 208.7 3,364.4 3,258.7 6,623.1 6.2 50.8 
September 1,930.8 3,226.0 14.1 144.2 82.3 226.6 3,452.6 3,179.9 6,632.5 6.6 52.1 
October 1,930.2 3,189.5 14.7 136.7 77.4 214.1 3,403.7 3,237.5 6,641.1 6.3 51.3 
November 1,951.4 3,233.0 12.7 136.3 69.7 206.0 3,439.1 3,210.7 6,649.7 6.0 51.7 
December 1,996.5 3,268.9 26.4 153.0 71.0 224.0 3,492.9 3,165.4 6,658.4 6.4 52.5 

1990 - 
January 1,955.9 3,126.5 28.4 173.1 66.2 239.3 3,365.8 3,301.1 6,666.9 7.1 50.5 
February 1,955.4 3,199.5 22.6 186.0 95.9 282.0 3,481.5 3,193.8 6,675.3 8.1 52.2 
March 1,962.6 3,253.7 16.0 158.1 92.2 250.2 3,503.9 3,179.9 6,683.8 7.1 52.4 
April 1,948.4 3,259.5 14.8 157.2 79.6 236.9 3,496.4 3,197.2 6,693.6 6.8 52.2 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

14.2 17.0 1.8 5.2 3.9 6.2 17.4 16.9 0.2 0.3 estimates 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 
movements 10.6 12.9 1.8 4.1 3.4 4.9 13.2 12.8 0.1 0.2 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 6,076.8 7,569.7 61.2 471.6 126.5 598.1 8,167.8 4,779.3 12,947.1 7.3 63.1 
March 6,081.4 7,638.3 34.9 416.6 129.6 546.3 8,184.5 4,785.4 12,969.9 6.7 63.1 
A ril 6,113.5 7,683.2 33.1 389.8 126.4 516.1 8,199.4 4,792.4 12,991.8 6.3 63.1 May 6,122.5 7,729.3 31.0 402.8 115.7 518.5 8,247.8 4,765.9 13,013.6 6.3 63.4 
June 6,125.3 7,720.5 29.l 378.2 99.2 477.4 8,197.9 4,837.7 13,035.5 5.8 62.9 
July 6,172.2 7,751.8 27.8 380.6 102.7 483.4 8,235.! 4,820.4 13,055.5 5.9 63.1 
August 6,108.9 7,727.6 28.3 370.1 99.3 469.4 8,197.0 4,878.5 13,075.4 5.7 62.7 
September 6,181.1 7,854.4 27.8 382.5 118.8 501.3 8,355.7 4,739.8 13,095.5 6.0 63.8 
October 6,194.4 7,817.8 29.7 347.7 109.6 457.4 8,275.1 4,837.2 13,112.4 5.5 63.1 
November 6,214.4 7,870.7 25.6 350.3 96.4 446.7 8,317.5 4,811.8 13,129.3 5.4 63.4 
December 6,295.9 7,941.6 49.9 399.1 102.8 501.9 8,443.5 4,702.7 13,146.1 5.9 64.2 

1990 - 
January 6,193.3 7,712.6 58.8 447.0 103.4 550.4 8,263.0 4,900.0 13,163.1 6.7 62.8 
February 6,215.1 7,809.1 43.2 460.2 133.6 593.7 8,402.8 4,777.1 13,179.9 7.1 63.8 
March 6,209.5 7,877.5 32.8 414.1 134.8 548.9 8,426.4 4,770.4 13,196.8 6.5 63.9 
April 6,199.5 7,894.2 29.5 415.9 118.3 534.2 8,428.4 4,788.2 13,216.6 6.3 63.8 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

21.2 23.0 2.5 7.8 4.6 8.7 23.5 19.4 0.1 0.2 es um ates 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 
movements 16.4 17.9 2.3 6.0 3.9 6.6 18.4 14.9 0.1 0.1 
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TABLE 2. CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCE: SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES 
Unemeloy_ed 

Looking for 
full-time work 

Aged Looking 
15-19 for 

Ef!!J!.loy_ed looking part- Unemp- Panic- 
Full-time for time Labour loyment ipation 

Month workers Total first job Total work Total force rate rate 
-'000- er cent- 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 4,188.9 4,520.4 21.3 265.1 36.1 301.2 4,821.6 6.2 75.5 
March 4,182.1 4,505.6 15.5 252.2 31.1 283.3 4,789.0 5.9 74.8 
A ril 4,222.4 4,551.7 16.9 243.5 35.1 278.6 4,830.3 5.8 75.4 May 4,235.1 4,575.8 16.1 242.8 35.4 278.3 4,854.1 5.7 75.6 
June 4,228.8 4,570.8 16.2 235.8 34.2 270.0 4,840.8 5.6 75.3 
July 4,237.6 4,591.1 15.2 235.4 37.8 273.2 4,864.2 5.6 75.5 
August 4,255.7 4,614.6 16.8 234.9 34.1 268.9 4,883.5 5.5 75.7 
September 4,247.7 4,615.2 16.0 238.3 37.3 275.6 4,890.8 5.6 75.7 
October 4,260.8 4,629.5 18.8 223.9 35.0 258.9 4,888.5 5.3 75.5 
November 4,273.6 4,638.5 16.1 232.3 33.2 265.4 4,903.9 5.4 75.7 
December 4,257.3 4,625.4 15.7 243.4 26.8 270.2 4,895.6 5.5 75.5 

1990 - 
January 4,263.8 4,632.8 18.9 246.6 33.2 279.8 4,912.6 5.7 75.6 
February 4,244.8 4,620.2 15.3 253.9 33.9 287.8 4,908.1 5.9 75.5 
March 4,233.0 4,597.4 17.3 251.2 36.4 287.6 4,885.0 5.9 75.0 
April 4,249.9 4,620.7 16.9 266.9 36.3 303.2 4,923.9 6.2 75.5 

FEMALES 

89 - 
February 1,870.2 3,089.8 24.7 164.4 79.2 243.6 3,333.4 7.3 50.8 
March 1,873.6 3,074.5 18.4 149.3 74.6 223.9 3,298.4 6.8 50.2 
�ril 1,889.2 3, 101.8 19.8 147.3 74.7 221.9 3,323.8 6.7 50.5 

ay 1,904.3 3,141.6 19.5 158.2 77.4 235.5 3,377.2 7.0 51.2 
June 1,923.4 3,148.1 19.7 152.0 73.4 225.4 3,373.4 6.7 51.1 
July 1,925.5 3,163.1 19.3 156.6 73.8 230.4 3,393.5 6.8 51.3 
August 1,925.9 3,181.8 18.2 149.1 78.2 227.3 3,409.2 6.7 51.5 
September 1,928.2 3,194.4 17.6 152.7 77.8 230.5 3,424.9 6.7 51.6 
October 1,927.3 3,187.7 18.7 150.8 81.5 232.3 3,420.0 6.8 51.5 
November 1,949.3 3,211.3 17.2 151.5 78.6 230.1 3,441.4 6.7 51.8 
December 1,958.9 3,225.0 18.2 148.6 75.7 224.3 3,449.3 6.5 51.8 

1990 - 
January 1,950.5 3,229.8 18.2 154.6 79.9 234.6 3,464.4 6.8 52.0 
February 1,953.5 3,235.0 17.1 166.8 87.4 254.2 3,489.2 7.3 52.3 
March 1,951.1 3,219.5 14.8 148.6 73.8 222.4 3,441.9 6.5 51.5 
April 1,946.8 3,240.2 15.9 150.6 66.6 217.2 3,457.4 6.3 51.7 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 6,059.2 7,610.2 46.0 429.5 115.3 544.8 8,155.0 6.7 63.0 
March 6,055.8 7,580.1 33.9 401.6 105.7 507.3 8,087.4 6.3 62.4 
A ril 6,111.6 7,653.5 36.7 390.8 109.8 500.5 8,154.0 6.1 62.8 May 6,139.4 7,717.4 35.6 401.0 112.8 513.8 8,231.2 6.2 63.3 
June 6,152.3 7,718.9 35.9 387.8 107.6 495.3 8,214.2 6.0 63.0 
July 6,163.1 7,754.2 34.4 392.0 111.6 503.6 8,257.7 6.1 63.3 
August 6, 181.6 7,796.4 35.0 384.0 112.3 496.3 8,292.7 6.0 63.4 
September 6,)75.8 7,809.6 33.6 390.9 115.1 506.0 8,315.6 6.1 63.5 
.)ctober 6,188.1 7,817.2 37.5 374.8 116.5 491.3 8,308.5 5.9 63.4 
November 6,222.9 7,849.8 33.2 383.7 111.8 495.5 8,345.3 5.9 63.6 
December 6,216.2 7,850.4 33.8 392.0 102.5 494.5 8,344.9 5.9 63.5 

1990 - 
January 6,214.4 7,862.6 37.1 401.2 113.1 514.4 8,376.9 6.1 63.6 
February 6,198.4 7,855.3 32.5 420.7 121.3 542.0 8,397.3 6.5 63.7 
March 6,184.1 7,816.9 32.1 399.8 110.2 510.0 8,326.9 6.1 63.1 
April 6,196.6 7,861.0 32.8 417.5 102.9 520.4 8,381.4 6.2 63.4 
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TABLE 3. CIVILIAN LABOUR FORCE: TREND SERIES 
Unemeloy_ed 

Looking for 
(y_/1.time work 

Aged Looking 
15-19 for 

Emeloy_ed looking part- Unemp- Panic- 
Full-time for time Labour loyment ipation 

Month workers Total first job Total work Total force rate rate 
-'000- er cent - 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 4,185.9 4,512.8 20.0 259.3 33.9 293.1 4,805.9 6.1 75.2 
March 4,199.1 4,528.3 18.3 253.6 34.1 287.7 4,815.9 6.0 75.3 
A ril 4,212.3 4,545.0 16.9 247.7 34.4 282.1 4,827.2 5.8 75.3 May 4,224.1 4,562.2 16.0 242.3 34.9 277.2 4,839.4 5.7 75.4 
June 4,234.3 4,579.2 15.8 237.9 35.6 273.5 4,852.6 5.6 75.5 
July 4,242.8 4,595.0 15.9 234.8 36.0 270.7 4,865.7 5.6 75.5 
August 4,250.0 4,608.7 16.3 232.8 35.8 268.6 4,877.3 5.5 75.6 
September 4,256.3 4,619.9 16.6 232.2 35.0 267.2 4,887.1 5.5 75.6 
October r 4,260.6 4,627.3 16.8 233.0 33.7 266.7 4,894.1 5.5 75.6 
November r 4,262.0 4,630.4 16.9 235.7 32.7 268.5 4,898.9 5.5 75.6 
December r 4,259.8 4,628.9 16.9 240.2 32.3 272.5 4,901.4 5.6 75.5 

1990 - 
January r 4,255.5 4,624.8 16.9 245.6 32.6 278.3 4,903.1 5.7 75.5 
February r 4,250.7 4,620.3 16.8 251.2 33.5 284.7 4,905.0 5.8 75.4 
March r 4,246.4 4,616.2 16.9 256.4 34.4 290.8 4,907.0 5.9 75.3 
April 4,242.0 4,612.0 16.8 261.4 35.6 297.0 4,909.0 6.1 75.3 

FEMALES 

1989 - 
February 1,870.9 3,076.5 21.1 158.0 82.0 240.0 3,316.4 7.2 50.6 
March 1,880.0 3,093.3 20.8 155.6 79.3 235.0 3,328.3 7.1 50.6 
A ril 1,891.7 3,111.2 20.3 153.8 76.6 230.4 3,341.6 6.9 50.8 May 1,903.6 3,129.3 19.7 152.8 74.7 227.5 3,356.9 6.8 50.9 
June 1,913.6 3,147.2 19.1 152.6 74.6 227.1 3,374.3 6.7 51.1 
July 1,921.5 3,163.8 18.8 152.6 75.6 228.2 3,392.0 6.7 51.3 
August 1,927.6 3,178.1 18.5 152.1 76.8 228.9 3,407.0 6.7 51.4 
September 1,932.9 3,190.4 18.3 151.5 77.8 229.3 3,419.7 6.7 51.6 
October r 1,938.4 3,201.0 18.1 151.3 78.9 230.2 3,431.3 6.7 51.7 
November r 1,943.9 3,210.5 17.9 152.1 79.8 231.9 3,442.4 6.7 51.8 
Dcccmberr 1,948.6 3,218.5 17.7 153.3 79.9 233.1 3,451.7 6.8 51.8 

1990 - 
January r 1,951.7 3,224.9 17.3 154.2 79.1 233.4 3,458.3 6.7 51.9 
February r 1,952.9 3,230.0 16.8 154.7 77.8 232.5 3,462.4 6.7 51.9 
March r 1,952.9 3,233.8 16.3 154.6 76.0 230.6 3,464.3 6.7 51.8 
April 1,952.2 3,236.7 15.8 154.2 73.8 228.1 3,464.8 6.6 51.8 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 6,056.8 7,589.2 41.1 417.2 115.9 533.1 8,122.3 6.6 62.7 
March 6,079.1 7,621.6 39.1 409.2 113.4 522.6 8,144.2 6.4 62.8 
A ril 6,104.0 7,656.2 37.2 401.5 111.0 512.5 8,168.7 6.3 62.9 May 6,127.7 7,691.5 35.7 395.1 109.7 504.7 8,196.3 6.2 63.0 
June 6,147.9 7,726.3 34.9 390.5 110.1 500.6 8,227.0 6.1 63.J 
July 6,164.3 7,758.8 34.7 387.4 111.6 499.0 8,257.8 6.0 63.3 
August 6,177.6 7,786.8 34.8 384.9 112.6 497.5 8,284.3 6.0 63.4 
September 6,189.2 7,810.3 34.9 383.7 112.7 496.5 8,306.7 6.0 63/ 
October r 6,199.0 7,828.3 34.9 384.3 112.6 497.0 8,325.3 6.0 63.) 
November r 6,205.9 7,840.9 34.9 387.8 112.5 500.3 8,341.3 6.0 63.5 
Decembcrr 6,208.5 7,847.4 34.6 393.4 112.2 505.7 8,353.J 6.1 63.5 

1990- 
January r 6,207.2 7,849.7 34.2 399.9 111.8 511.7 8,361.4 6.1 63.5 
February r 6,203.6 7,850.3 33.6 405.9 111.3 517.2 8,367.5 6.2 63.5 
March r 6,199.3 7,849.9 33.1 411.0 110.4 521.4 8,371.4 6.2 63.4 
April 6,194.2 7,848.7 32.6 415.7 109.4 525.J 8,373.8 6.3 63.4 
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TABLE 4. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: AUSTRALIA 
Number UnemeJoy_ment rate 

Number looking [or [u/1-time work looking Looking 
Aged 15-19 for Looking for for 

Looking part- [u/1-time work part- 
for Aged20 time Aged Aged 20 time 

Mon1h first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and over Total work Total 
-'000 - er cent- 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 28.5 54.9 232.1 286.9 39.6 326.6 16.4 5.6 6.4 11.4 6.7 
March 15.2 39.5 217.9 257.4 36.5 293.9 12.7 5.3 5.8 9.8 6.1 
A ril 14.7 35.0 201.4 236.4 37.3 273.7 11.6 4.8 5.3 9.9 5.7 
May 14.3 34.1 208.8 242.9 35.6 278.5 11.3 5.0 5.4 9.3 5.7 
June 12.0 34.9 195.8 230.7 29.9 260.5 11.5 4.7 5.2 7.9 5.4 
July 12.6 35.2 196.0 231.1 33.6 264.8 11.4 4.7 5.2 8.9 5.4 
August 13.5 37.5 193.2 230.7 30.0 260.7 12.8 4.6 5.2 7.8 5.4 
September 13.7 40.4 197.8 238.2 36.5 274.7 13.7 4.7 5.3 8.8 5.6 
October 15.0 35.7 175.3 211.0 32.2 243.2 12.2 4.2 4.7 8.1 5.0 
November 12.9 33.9 180.0 214.0 26.7 240.7 12.1 4.3 4.8 6.7 4.9 
December 23.5 49.4 196.8 246.l 31.8 277.9 15.6 4.7 5.4 7.8 5.6 

1990 - 
January 30.4 57.7 216.2 274.0 37.1 311.1 17.4 5.2 6.1 9.6 6.4 
February 20.5 47.2 226.9 274.1 37.6 311.8 15.1 5.4 6.0 9.7 6.3 
March 16.8 42.6 213.4 256.0 42.7 298.7 14.3 5.1 5.7 10.2 6.1 
April 14.7 43.1 215.6 258.7 38.6 297.3 14.6 5.1 5.7 9.1 6.0 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

1.8 3.0 6.0 6.5 2.8 6.8 1.0 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.1 es tun ates 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 
movements 1.8 2.5 4.7 5.0 2.5 5.3 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.1 

FEMALES 

1989 - 
February 32.7 56.8 127.9 184.7 86.9 271.5 23.2 7.1 9.0 6.8 8.2 
March 19.8 40.8 118.4 159.2 93.2 252.4 18.1 6.5 7.8 7.1 7.5 
�ril 18.4 40.2 113.2 153.4 89.0 242.4 18.0 6.2 7.5 6.8 7.2 

ay 16.7 40.6 119.3 160.0 80.l 240.0 18.0 6.5 7.8 6.0 7.1 
June 17.1 37.5 110.1 147.5 69.4 216.9 16.8 6.0 7.2 5.3 6.4 
July 15.2 36.3 113.1 149.5 69.1 218.6 15.9 6.1 7.2 5.3 6.5 
August 14.8 34.4 105.0 139.4 69.3 208.7 16.4 5.8 6.9 5.2 6.2 
September 14.1 36.8 107.4 144.2 82.3 226.6 17.5 5.8 7.0 6.0 6.6 
October 14.7 33.5 103.2 136.7 77.4 214.1 16.0 5.6 6.6 5.8 6.3 
November 12.7 29.6 106.7 136.3 69.7 206.0 14.5 5.7 6.5 5.2 6.0 
December 26.4 47.2 105.8 153.0 71.0 224.0 19.3 5.6 7.1 5.3 6.4 

1990 - 
January 28.4 49.3 123.8 173.1 66.2 239.3 20.0 6.6 8.1 5.4 7.1 
February 22.6 47.5 138.5 186.0 95.9 282.0 20.7 7.2 8.7 7.2 8.1 
March 16.0 38.2 119.9 158.1 92.2 250.2 17.9 6.3 7.5 6.7 7.1 
April 14.8 39.5 117.7 157.2 79.6 236.9 18.4 6.2 7.5 5.7 6.8 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

1.8 2.8 4.6 5.2 3.9 6.2 1.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 esurnates 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 
movements 1.8 2.5 3.7 4.1 3.4 4.9 1.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 61.2 111.6 359.9 471.6 126.5 598.1 19.3 6.0 7.2 7.8 7.3 
March 34.9 80.4 336.3 416.6 129.6 546.3 15.0 5.6 6.4 7.7 6.7 
A ril 33.1 75.1 314.6 389.8 126.4 516.1 14.3 5.3 6.0 7.5 6.3 
May 31.0 74.7 328.1 402.8 115.7 518.5 14.2 5.5 6.2 6.7 6.3 
June 29.1 72.3 305.9 378.2 99.2 477.4 13.7 5.1 5.8 5.9 5.8 
July 27.8 71.5 309.1 380.6 102.7 483.4 13.3 5.1 5.8 6.1 5.9 
August 28.3 71.9 298.2 370.1 99.3 469.4 14.3 5.0 5.7 5.8 5.7 
September 27.8 77.2 305.2 382.5 118.8 501.3 15.3 5.0 5.8 6.6 6.0 
October 29.7 69.3 278.5 347.7 109.6 457.4 13.8 4.6 5.3 6.3 5.5 
November 25.6 63.6 286.7 350.3 96.4 446.7 13.1 4.7 5.3 5.5 5.4 
December 49.9 96.6 302.6 399.1 102.8 501.9 17.2 4.9 6.0 5.9 5.9 

1990 - 
January 58.8 107.0 340.0 447.0 103.4 550.4 18.5 5.6 6.7 6.4 6.7 
February 43.2 94.7 365.4 460.2 133.6 593.7 17.5 6.0 6.9 7.7 7.1 
March 32.8 80.9 333.2 414.1 134.8 548.9 15.8 5.5 6.3 7.5 6.5 
April 29.5 82.7 333.2 415.9 118.3 534.2 16.2 5.5 6.3 6.5 6.3 

Standard error of - 
April 1990 

7.8 4.6 8.7 0.8 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 estimates 2.5 4.0 7.2 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 

3.3 5.5 6.0 3.9 6.6 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 movements 2.3 
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TABLE 5. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES 
Number Uneme.fo'i.ment rate 

Number lookin� [or [ull-time work looking Looking 
A�ed 15-19 for Looking/or for 

Looking part- &!.I-time work part- 
for Aged20 time Aged Aged20 time 

Month first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and over Total work Total 
-'000- er cent - 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 21.3 45.1 220.0 265.1 36.l 301.2 14.5 5.3 6.0 9.8 6.2 
March 15.5 40.2 212.0 252.2 31.l 283.3 13.l 5.1 5.7 8.8 5.9 
A ril 16.9 36.8 206.7 243.5 35.l 278.6 12.2 5.0 5.5 9.6 5.8 May 16.1 36.8 206.0 242.8 35.4 278.3 12.0 4.9 5.4 9.4 5.7 
June 16.2 39.3 196.5 235.8 34.2 270.0 12.6 4.7 5.3 9.1 5.6 
July 15.2 38.1 197.2 235.4 37.8 273.2 12.4 4.7 5.3 9.7 5.6 
August 16.8 41.3 193.6 234.9 34.l 268.9 13.4 4.6 5.2 8.7 5.5 
September 16.0 44.l 194.2 238.3 37.3 275.6 14.4 4.6 5.3 9.2 5.6 
October 18.8 41.2 182.7 223.9 35.0 258.9 13.4 4.4 5.0 8.7 5.3 
November 16.1 40.3 192.0 232.3 33.2 265.4 13.2 4.6 5.2 8.3 5.4 
December 15.7 40.4 202.9 243.4 26.8 270.2 13.7 4.8 5.4 6.8 5.5 

1990 - 
January 18.9 42.4 204.2 246.6 33.2 279.8 14.0 4.9 5.5 8.3 5.7 
February 15.3 38.8 215.l 253.9 33.9 287.8 13.3 5.1 5.6 8.3 5.9 
March 17.3 43.4 207.8 251.2 36.4 287.6 14.8 5.0 5.6 9.1 5.9 
April 16.9 45.4 221.6 266.9 36.3 303.2 15.3 5.2 5.9 8.9 6.2 

FEMALES 

1989 - 
February 24.7 47.2 117.2 164.4 79.2 243.6 20.4 6.5 8.1 6.1 7.3 
March 18.4 38.6 110.7 149.3 74.6 223.9 17.5 6.1 7.4 5.8 6.8 
A ril 19.8 41.2 106.l 147.3 74.7 221.9 18.6 5.8 7.2 5.8 6.7 May 19.5 42.2 116.0 158.2 77.4 235.5 18.7 6.3 7.7 5.9 7.0 
June 19.7 39.9 112.0 152.0 73.4 225.4 17.5 6.1 7.3 5.7 6.7 
July 19.3 40.2 116.4 156.6 73.8 230.4 17.2 6.3 7.5 5.6 6.8 
August 18.2 39.6 109.5 149.1 78.2 227.3 17.8 5.9 7.2 5.9 6.7 
September 17.6 40.3 112.3 152.7 77.8 230.5 18.7 6.0 7.3 5.8 6.7 
October 18.7 39.0 111.8 150.8 81.5 232.3 17.5 6.0 7.3 6.1 6.8 
November 17.2 37.0 114.5 151.5 78.6 230.1 16.9 6.1 7.2 5.9 6.7 
December 18.2 38.3 110.3 148.6 75.7 224.3 16.9 5.9 7.1 5.6 6.5 

1990 - 
January 18.2 38.2 116.4 154.6 79.9 234.6 17.2 6.2 7.3 5.9 6.8 
February 17.1 39.5 127.3 166.8 87.4 254.2 18.l 6.7 7.9 6.4 7.3 
March 14.8 36.2 112.4 148.6 73.8 222.4 17.3 5.9 7.1 5.5 6.5 
April 15.9 40.5 110.1 150.6 66.6 217.2 19.0 5.8 7.2 4.9 6.3 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 46.0 92.3 337.2 429.5 115.3 544.8 17.0 5.7 6.6 6.9 6.7 
March 33.9 78.8 322.7 401.6 105.7 507.3 14.9 5.4 6.2 6.5 6.3 
A ril 36.7 78.0 312.8 390.8 109.8 500.5 14.9 5.2 6.0 6.6 6.1 May 35.6 79.0 322.0 401.0 112.8 513.8 14.8 5.4 6.1 6.7 6.2 
June 35.9 79.2 308.5 387.8 107.6 495.3 14.6 5.1 5.9 6.4 6.0 
July 34.4 78.3 313.7 392.0 111.6 503.6 14.4 5.2 6.0 6.6 6.1 
August 35.0 80.9 303.1 384.0 112.3 496.3 15.3 5.0 5.8 6.5 6.0 
September 33.6 84.4 306.5 390.9 115.l 506.0 16.2 5.1 6.0 6.6 6.1 
October 37.5 80.2 294.5 374.8 116.5 491.3 15.1 4.9 5.7 6.7 5.9 
November 33.2 77.3 306.4 383.7 111.8 495.5 14.8 5.0 5.8 6.4 5.9 
December 33.8 78.8 313.2 392.0 102.5 494.5 15.1 5.1 5.9 5.9 5.9 

1990- 
January 37.1 80.6 320.6 401.2 113. l 514.4 15.4 5.3 6.1 6.4 6.1 
February 32.5 78.3 342.4 420.7 121.3 542.0 15.4 5.6 6.4 6.8 6.5 
March 32.1 79.7 320.1 399.8 110.2 510.0 15.8 5.3 6.1 6.3 6.1 
April 32.8 85.9 331.7 417.5 102.9 520.4 16.9 5.4 6.3 5.8 6.2 



9 

TABLE 6. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS: TREND SERIES 
Number Uneme_loy_ment rate 

Number looking [or [ult-time work looking Looking 
Aged 15-19 for Looking for for 

Looking part- M_l-time work part- 
for Aged20 time Aged Aged20 time 

MonJh first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and over Total work Total 
-'000- er cent - 

MALES 

1989 - 
February 20.0 43.5 215.8 259.3 33.9 293.1 14.1 5.2 5.8 9.4 6.1 
March 18.3 40.9 212.7 253.6 34.1 287.7 13.3 5.1 5.7 9.4 6.0 
A ril 16.9 38.9 208.7 247.7 34.4 282.1 12.7 5.0 5.6 9.4 5.8 May 16.0 38.1 204.2 242.3 34.9 277.2 12.4 4.9 5.4 9.4 5.7 
June 15.8 38.4 199.5 237.9 35.6 273.5 12.4 4.8 5.3 9.3 5.6 
July 15.9 39.3 195.4 234.8 36.0 270.7 12.8 4.7 5.2 9.3 5.6 
August 16.3 40.5 192.3 232.8 35.8 268.6 13.1 4.6 5.2 9.1 5.5 
September 16.6 41.3 190.9 232.2 35.0 267.2 13.5 4.6 5.2 8.8 5.5 
October r 16.8 41.5 191.5 233.0 33.7 266.7 13.6 4.6 5.2 8.4 5.5 
Novemberr 16.9 41.2 194.5 235.7 32.7 268.5 13.6 4.6 5.2 8.2 5.5 
December r 16.9 41.I 199.1 240.2 32.3 272.5 13.7 4.7 5.3 8.1 5.6 

1990 - 
January r 16.9 41.2 204.4 245.6 32.6 278.3 13.8 4.9 5.5 8.1 5.7 
February r 16.8 41.7 209.5 251.2 33.5 284.7 14.1 5.0 5.6 8.3 5.8 
March r 16.9 42.4 214.0 256.4 34.4 290.8 14.4 5.1 5.7 8.5 5.9 
April 16.8 43.3 218.1 261.4 35.6 297.0 14.8 5.2 5.8 8.8 6.1 

FEMALES 

1989 - 
February 21.l 42.4 115.6 158.0 82.0 240.0 18.8 6.4 7.8 6.4 7.2 
March 20.8 42.1 113.5 155.6 79.3 235.0 18.7 6.3 7.6 6.1 7.1 
A ril 20.3 41.6 112.2 153.8 76.6 230.4 18.4 6.2 7.5 5.9 6.9 May 19.7 41.0 111.8 152.8 74.7 227.5 18.1 6.1 7.4 5.7 6.8 
June 19.1 40.6 112.0 152.6 74.6 227.1 17.9 6.1 7.4 5.7 6.7 
July 18.8 40.2 112.4 152.6 75.6 228.2 17.8 6.1 7.4 5.7 6.7 
August 18.5 39.8 112.3 152.1 76.8 228.9 17.7 6.1 7.3 5.8 6.7 
September 18.3 39.3 112.2 151.5 77.8 229.3 17.6 6.0 7.3 5.8 6.7 
October r 18.1 38.8 112.5 151.3 78.9 230.2 17.5 6.0 7.2 5.9 6.7 
Novemberr 17.9 38.4 113.6 152.1 79.8 231.9 17.3 6.1 7.3 5.9 6.7 
December r 17.7 38.2 115.0 153.3 79.9 233.1 17.3 6.1 7.3 5.9 6.8 

1990 - 
January r 17.3 38.2 116.0 154.2 79.1 233.4 17.4 6.2 7.3 5.9 6.7 
February r 16.8 38.3 116.4 154.7 77.8 232.5 17.6 6.2 7.3 5.7 6.7 
March r 16.3 38.5 116.1 154.6 76.0 230.6 17.9 6.1 7.3 5.6 6.7 
April 15.8 38.8 115.4 154.2 73.8 228.1 18.2 6.1 7.3 5.4 6.6 

PERSONS 

1989 - 
February 41.I 85.9 331.4 417.2 115.9 533.1 16.1 5.6 6.4 7.0 6.6 
March 39.1 83.0 326.2 409.2 113.4 522.6 15.6 5.5 6.3 6.8 6.4 
A ril 37.2 80.5 320.9 401.5 111.0 512.5 15.1 5.4 6.2 6.7 6.3 May 35.7 79.1 316.0 395.1 109.7 504.7 14.8 5.3 6.1 6.6 6.2 
June 34.9 78.9 311.6 390.5 110.1 500.6 14.8 5.2 6.0 6.5 6.1 
July 34.7 79.5 307.9 387.4 111.6 499.0 14.9 5.1 5.9 6.5 6.0 
August 34.8 80.3 304.6 384.9 112.6 497.5 15.1 5.1 5.9 6.5 6.0 
September 34.9 80.7 303.1 383.7 112.7 496.5 15.2 5.0 5.8 6.5 6.0 
October r 34.9 80.3 304.1 384.3 112.6 497.0 15.2 5.0 5.8 6.5 6.0 
Novemberr 34.9 79.7 308.1 387.8 112.5 500.3 15.2 5.1 5.9 6.4 6.0 
Decemberr 34.6 79.3 314.1 393.4 112.2 505.7 15.2 5.2 6.0 6.4 6.1 

1990 - 
January r 34.2 79.4 320.5 399.9 111.8 511.7 15.3 5.3 6.1 6.4 6.1 
February r 33.6 80.0 325.9 405.9 111.3 517.2 15.6 5.3 6.1 6.3 6.2 
March r 33.1 80.9 330.1 411.0 110.4 521.4 15.9 5.4 6.2 6.3 6.2 
April 32.6 82.1 333.5 415.7 109.4 525.1 16.2 5.5 6.3 6.2 6.3 
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TABLE 7. LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 TO 19: FULL -TIME ATTENDANCE 
AT SCHOOL OR A TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION1 APRIL 1990 

Civilian 
Uner!![!./o-y_ed popula- 

Eme.fo-y_ed Looking Looking Not in lion Unemp- Partic- 
Full-time for full- for part- Labour labour aged loyment ipation 

workers Total time work time work Total force force 15-19 rate rate 
- '000 - er cent - 

A TIENDING NEITHER SCHOOL NOR A TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL INS1ITUTION FULL TIME 

Males 245.1 267.8 39.8 • 1.4 41.2 309.0 17.2 326.2 13.3 94.7 
Females 173.0 209.1 36.1 • 1.6 37.6 246.7 33.3 280.0 15.3 88.1 

Persons 418.1 476.8 75.9 • 3.0 78.8 555.7 505 606.2 142 91.7 

ATTENDING A TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL INS1ITUTION FULL TIME 

Males 6.3 36.7 • 1.4 8.1 9.6 46.3 44.8 91.1 20.7 50.8 
Females • 1.3 45.9 • 2.2 7.3 9.5 55.4 55.5 110.9 17.1 50.0 

Persons 7.5 82.6 3.6 15.4 19.0 101.7 100.3 202.0 18.7 50.3 

ATTENDING SCHOOL 

Males • 0.5 69.2 • 1.9 15.2 17.1 86.4 209.1 295.4 19.8 29.2 
Females • 0.6 87.3 • 1.2 17.2 18.4 105.7 188.2 294.0 17.4 36.0 

Persons • 1.1 156.6 • 3.2 32.4 355 192.1 397.3 589.4 185 32.6 

TOTAL 

Males 251.9 373.7 43.1 24.7 67.9 441.6 271.1 712.7 15.4 62.0 
Females 174.9 342.3 39.5 26.0 65.5 407.9 277.0 684.9 16.1 59.6 

Persons 426.8 716.0 82.7 50.7 133.4 849.5 548.1 1,397.6 15.7 60.8 

TABLE 8. LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF CIVILIAN POPULATION AGED 15 AND OVER, 
STATES AND TERRITORIES, APRIL 1990 

Civilian 
/ Une!'!Y!.lo"Y.ed popula- 

f;mu./o-y_ed Looking Looking Not in lion Unemp- Partic- 

State or Full-time for full- for part- Labour labour aged 15 loyment ipation 

Territory workers Total time work time work Total force force and over rate rate 
-'000 - er cent - 

MALES 

New South Wales 1,421.4 1,547.2 85.7 10.3 %.0 1,643.1 579.5 2,222.6 5.8 73.9 
Victoria 1,116.5 1,229.9 47.7 9.7 57.4 1,287.3 390.1 1,677.5 4.5 76.7 
Queensland 717.2 777.2 56.5 8.9 65.4 842.6 262.9 1,105.5 7.8 76.2 
South Australia 358.1 389.1 24.5 2.9 27.4 416.5 143.0 559.5 6.6 74.4 
W estem Australia 416.9 448.9 29.5 4.7 34.2 483.1 142.6 625.7 7.1 77.2 
Tasmania 110.0 120.4 9.9 • 0.7 10.5 130.9 40.9 171.9 8.0 76.2 
Northern Territory 39.8 42.5 2.1 • 0.7 2.8 45.3 11.9 57.2 6.2 79.3 
Australian Capital 

79.5 Territory 71.2 2.9 • 0.8 3.7 83.1 20.0 103.2 4.4 80.6 

Australia 4,251.1 4,634.7 258.7 38.6 297.3 4,932.0 1,591.0 6,523.0 6.0 75.6 

FEMALES 

New South Wales 651.5 1,066.4 51.0 24.9 75.9 1,142.3 1,151.5 2,293.8 6.6 49.8 
Victoria 540.2 883.0 33.8 IS.I 51.9 934.8 803.3 1,738.1 5.5 53.8 
Queensland 319.1 544.6 34.0 14.5 48.5 593.0 531.7 1,124.7 8.2 52.7 
South Australia 151.0 274.1 13.6 6.4 20.0 294.1 282.0 576.1 6.8 51.0 
W estem Australia 176.5 313.9 16.9 10.8 27.7 341.6 281.7 623.3 8.1 54.8 
Tasmania 43.6 80.6 5.1 2.2 7.3 87.9 89.8 177.7 8.3 49.4 
Northern Territory 21.6 30.0 • 1.2 • 0.3 • 1.5 31.6 21.5 53.0 * 4.9 59.5 
Australian Capital 

5.7 Territory 44.9 67.0 1.7 2.4 4.1 71.0 35.7 106.7 66.6 

Australia 1,948.4 3,2595 157.2 79.6 236.9 3,496.4 3,1972 6,693.6 6.8 522 

PERSONS 

New South Wales 2,072.9 2,613.6 136.6 35.2 171.8 2,785.4 1,731.0 4,516.4 6.2 61.7 
Victoria 1,656.7 2,112.9 81.5 27.8 109.3 2,222.2 1,193.4 3,415.6 4.9 65.1 
Queensland 1,036.3 1,321.8 90.5 23.4 113.8 1,435.6 794.6 2,230.2 7.9 64.4 
South Australia 509.1 663.2 38.1 9.3 47.4 710.6 425.0 1,135.6 6.7 62.6 
Western Australia 593.4 762.8 46.4 15.5 61.9 824.7 424.3 1,249.0 7.5 66.0 
Tasmania 153.6 201.0 15.0 2.9 17.9 218.8 130.8 349.6 8.2 62.6 
Northern Territory 61.3 72.6 3.3 • 1.1 4.3 76.9 33.3 110.2 5.6 69.8 
Australian Capital 

5.0 Territory 116.2 146.4 4.6 3.1 7.7 154.2 55.7 209.9 73.4 

Australia 6,199.5 7,894.2 415.9 118.3 534.2 8,428.4 4,788.2 13,216.6 6.3 63.8 
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TABLE 9. UNEMPLOYED PERSONS, STATES AND TERRITORIES 
Number Unemv_ioy_ment rate 

Number looking [or full-time work looking Looking 
Aged 15-19 for Looking for for 

Looking part- full-time work part- 
for Aged20 time Aged Aged20 time 

Month first job Total and over Total work Total 15-19 and over Total work Total 
- '000- r cent - 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
1989 - April 9.7 24.0 116.0 140.0 36.7 176.7 14.0 5.7 6.3 7.0 6.4 
1990-March 10.2 22.1 116.1 138.2 43.2 181.3 13.7 5.6 6.2 7.5 6.5 

April 8.4 22.0 114.6 136.6 35.2 171.8 13.5 5.6 6.2 6.1 6.2 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 1.5 2.3 4.6 4.9 2.8 5.3 1.4 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.2 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 1.5 1.9 3.6 3.8 2.5 4.2 1.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 

VICTORIA 
1989 - April 9.7 17.4 59.2 76.6 35.4 112.0 13.4 3.8 4.5 8.0 5.2 
1990- March 6.9 17.3 62.6 79.9 31.8 111.7 14.7 3.9 4.6 6.8 5.1 

April 6.2 16.6 64.8 81.5 27.8 109.3 14.6 4.0 4.7 5.8 4.9 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 1.3 2.0 3.6 4.0 2.5 4.4 1.8 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.2 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 1.2 1.6 2.7 2.9 2.0 3.2 1.4 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 

QUEENSLAND 
1989 - April 5.8 14.5 60.9 75.4 24.4 99.8 15.2 6.2 7.0 8.5 7.3 
1990-March 5.3 17.0 68.7 85.7 25.8 111.4 16.9 6.7 7.6 8.4 7.8 

April 5.9 20.9 69.6 90.5 23.4 113.8 20.4 6.8 8.0 7.6 7.9 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 1.0 1.8 2.9 3.3 1.9 3.6 1.7 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.3 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 1.0 1.5 2.2 2.5 1.6 2.7 1.5 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.2 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
1989 - April 3.3 7.4 33.2 40.6 10.3 50.9 15.4 6.7 7.5 6.4 7.2 
1990-March 3.5 7.3 33.4 40.7 8.5 49.2 17.2 6.6 7.4 5.2 6.9 

April 3.4 8.2 29.8 38.1 9.3 47.4 18.9 5.9 7.0 5.7 6.7 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 0.6 1.0 1.6 1.8 1.0 2.0 2.2 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.3 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 0.5 0.7 1.2 1.3 0.8 1.4 1.7 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.2 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
1989 - April •2.1 6.6 26.9 33.5 11.4 44.8 12.3 4.8 5.5 6.3 5.6 
1990-March 3.7 10.4 34.9 45.4 16.3 61.7 17.2 6.1 7.1 8.5 7.5 

April 3.1 9.9 36.5 46.4 15.5 61.9 16.6 6.3 7.3 8.4 7.5 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 0.7 1.1 1.9 2.1 1.3 2.3 1.8 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.3 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 0.6 0.9 1.5 1.6 I.I 1.8 1.5 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.2 

TASMANIA 
1989 - April 1.8 3.6 12.1 15.7 3.1 18.8 22.2 8.4 9.8 6.6 9.1 
1990- March 2.4 4.1 10.5 14.5 3.6 18.1 22.9 7.0 8.7 7.4 8.4 

April 2.2 3.8 11.2 15.0 2.9 17.9 22.0 7.4 8.9 5.7 8.2 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.9 2.9 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.4 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.7 2.2 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.3 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
1989 - April •0.2 -o.s 2.1 2.9 •1.4 4.2 •17.6 3.0 3.9 *11.1 4.9 
1990-March *0.2 •0.1 3.1 3.9 •1.1 5.6 •16.0 5.1 5.9 •12.7 7.1 

April *0.2 -o.s 2.6 3.3 *I.I 4.3 •13.3 4.4 5.1 *8.6 5.6 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 5.0 0.7 0.7 2.4 0.7 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 4.9 0.7 0.7 2.4 0.7 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
1989 - April *0.6 -o» 4.4 5.3 3.6 8.9 *13.l 4.1 4.7 9.7 5.9 
1990-March *0.7 2.0 3.9 5.9 3.9 9.8 26.4 3.4 4.8 11.8 6.3 

April •0.2 *0.6 4.1 4.6 3.1 7.7 •9.8 3.5 3.8 9.3 5.0 
Standard error of - 
Apr 90 estimates 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.7 4.1 0.5 0.5 1.5 0.5 
Mar 90 to Apr 90 movements 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.6 4.6 0.4 0.4 1.3 0.4 
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GLOSSARY 

Attending school: Persons aged 15 to 19 who, during the 
reference week, were enrolled full time at secondary or 
high schools. 

Attending tertiary educational institution full time: Persons 
aged 15 to 24 who, during the reference week, were en­ 
rolled full time at universities, colleges of advanced 
education, technical colleges, colleges of technical and 
further education and theological colleges. 

Employed: Persons aged 15 and over who, during the ref­ 
erence week: 

(a) worked for one hour or more for pay, profit, com­ 
mission or payment in kind in a job or business, or 
on a farm (comprising employees, employers and 
self-employed persons); or 

(b) worked for one hour or more without pay in a 
family business or on a farm (i.e. unpaid family 
helpers); or 

(c) were employees who had a job but were not at 
work and were: on paid leave; on leave without pay 
for less than four weeks up to the end of the refer­ 
ence week; stood down without pay because of bad 
weather or plant breakdown at their place of 
employment for less than four weeks up to the end 
of the reference week; on strike or locked out; on 
workers' compensation and expected to be return­ 
ing to their job; or receiving wages or salary while 
undertaking full-time study; or 

(d) were employers, self-employed persons or unpaid 
family helpers who had a job, business or farm, but 
were not at work. 

Full-time workers: Employed persons who usually worked 
35 hours or more a week (in all jobs) and others who, 
although usually working less than 35 hours a week, 
worked 35 hours or more during the reference week. 

Labour force: For any group, persons who were employed 
or unemployed, as defined. 

Labour force status: A classification of the civilian 
population aged 15 and over into employed, unemployed 
or not in the labour force, as defined. The definitions con­ 
form closely to the international standard definitions 
adopted by the International Conferences of Labour Statis­ 
ticians. 

Not in the labour force: Persons who were not in the 
categories employed or unemployed as defined. 

Participation rate: For any group, the labour force ex­ 
pressed as a percentage of the civilian population aged 15 
and over in the same group. 

Part-time workers: Employed persons who usually worked 
less than 35 hours a week and who did so during the ref­ 
erence week. 

Seasonally adjusted series: A time series of estimates with 
the estimated effects of normal seasonal variation 
removed. See paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Explanatory 
Notes for more detail. 

Trend series: A smoothed seasonally adjusted series of es­ 
timates. See paragraphs 15 to 17 of the Explanatory Notes 
for more detail. 

Unemployed: Persons aged 15 and over who were not 
employed during the reference week, and: 

(a) had actively looked for full-time or part-time work 
at any time in the four weeks up to the end of the 
reference week and: 

(i) were available for work in the reference week, or 
would have been available except for temporary 
illness (i.e. lasting for less than four weeks to the 
end of the reference week); or 

(ii) were waiting to start a new job within four weeks 
from the end of the reference week and would 
have started in the reference week if the job had 
been available then; or 

(b) were waiting to be called back to a full-time or 
part-time job from which they had been stood down 
without pay for less than four weeks up to the end 
of the reference week (including the whole of the 
reference week) for reasons other than bad weather 
or plant breakdown. 

Unemployed looking for first full-time job: Unemployed 
persons looking for full-time work (as defined) who had 
never worked full time for two weeks or more. 

Unemployed looking for full-time work: Unemployed per­ 
sons who actively looked for full-time work or were to 
resume a full-time job, from which they had been stood 
down. 

Unemployed looking for part-time work: Unemployed per­ 
sons who had actively looked for part-time work only, or 
were to resume a part-time job, from which they had been 
stood down. 

Unemployment rate: For any group, the number of un­ 
employed persons expressed as a percentage of the labour 
force in the same group. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
1. This publication contains preliminary estimates of 
the civilian labour force derived from the labour force sur­ 
vey part of the monthly population survey. Estimates for 
the current month are preliminary and subject to revision. 
Revised estimates for the current month and more detailed 
estimates will be published in The Labour Force, 
Australia (6203.0). 

The population survey 
2. The population survey is based on a multi-stage area 
sample of private dwellings (about 31,000 houses, flats, 
etc.) and a list sample of non-private dwellings (hotels, 
motels, etc.), and covers about three-fifths of one per cent 
of the population of Australia. The information is obtained 
from the occupants of selected dwellings by carefully 
chosen and specially trained interviewers. The interviews 
are generally conducted during the two weeks beginning 
on the Monday between the 6th and 12th of each month. 
To avoid a clash with the Christmas period, the December 
1989 survey interviews commenced on Monday 4th 
December 1989. The information obtained relates to the 
week before the interview (i.e. the reference week). 

Scope 
3. The labour force survey includes all persons aged 15 
and over except: members of the permanent defence for­ 
ces; certain diplomatic personnel of overseas govern­ 
ments, customarily excluded from census and estimated 
populations; overseas residents in Australia; and members 
of non-Australian defence forces (and their dependents) 
stationed in Australia. 

Coverage 
4. In the labour force survey, coverage rules are ap­ 
plied which aim to ensure that each person is associated 
with only one dwelling, and hence has only one chance of 
selection. The coverage rules are, necessarily, a balance 
between theoretical and operational considerations. Never­ 
theless, the chance of a person being enumerated at two 
separate dwellings in the survey is considered to be negli­ 
gible. 

Population benchmarks 
5. New benchmarks based on the results of the 1986 
Census of Population and Housing were introduced in the 
February 1989 issue of this publication. Labour force es­ 
timates were revised for the period January 1984 to 
January 1989. All estimates produced after January 1989 
are based on the new benchmarks. 

Revision of series 
6. From April 1986, the definition of employed persons 
was changed to include persons who worked without pay 
between 1 and 14 hours per week in a family business or 
on a farm (i.e. unpaid family helpers). For further infor­ 
mation, see paragraphs 36 and 37 of the Explanatory 
Notes to the February 1987 issue of The Labour Force, 
Australia (6203.0). 

Survey sample redesign 
7. The LFS sample was redesigned and reselected 

 using information collected in the 1986 Census of Popula­ 
tion and Housing. The new sample was phased in over the 
period September 1987 to December 1987. For details, see 
Information Paper - Labour Force Survey - Sample 
Design (6269.0). 

Reliability of the estimates 
8. Two types of error are possible in an estimate based 
on a sample survey: sampling error and non-sampling 
error. The sampling error is a measure of the variability 
that occurs by chance because a sample, rather than the 
entire population, is surveyed. One measure of the likely 
difference resulting from not including all dwellings in the 
survey is given by the standard error. There are about 
two chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by 
less than one standard error from the figure that would 
have been obtained if all dwellings had been included in 
the survey, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the 
difference will be less than two standard errors. 

9. Standard errors of estimates for the latest month and 
of estimates of movements since the previous month are 
shown in the tables. Standard errors of other estimates and 
other movements may be determined by using information 
in the Technical Note in The Labour Force, Australia 
(6203.0). 

10. The smaller the estimate the higher is the relative 
standard error. Very small estimates are subject to high 
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) which 
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable 
uses. In the tables in this publication, only estimates with 
relative standard errors of 25 per cent or less, and percent­ 
ages based on such estimates, are considered sufficiently 
reliable for most purposes. However, estimates and per­ 
centages with larger relative standard errors have been in­ 
cluded and are preceded by an asterisk (eg. * 3.4) to indi­ 
cate they are subject to high standard errors and should be 
used with caution. 



11. Examples of the calculation and use of standard er­ 
rors are given below: 

(a) An estimate of 300,000 unemployed males looking 
for full-time work has a standard error of about 
6,900. Therefore there are about two chances in 
three that the number that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey will be within the range 293,100 to 306,900 
and about nineteen chances in twenty that the num­ 
ber will be within the range 286,200 to 313,800. 

(b) On an estimate of movement of +28,300 in the 
number of unemployed males looking for full-time 
work from one month to the next (with the highest 
of the two monthly level estimates being 300,000) 
the standard error is about 5,300. Therefore, there 
are about two chances in three that if all dwellings 
had been included in the surveys the movement 
would have been within the range +23,000 to 
+33,600, and about nineteen chances in twenty that 
it would have been within the range + 17 ,700 to 
+38,900. 

12. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be confused 
with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
in reporting by respondents, errors made in collection 
such as in recording and coding of data. and errors made 
in processing the data. Inaccuracies of this kind are 
referred to as the non-sampling error, and they may occur 
in any enumeration, whether it be a full count or a sample. 
Every effort is made to reduce the non-sampling error to a 
minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive 
training and supervision of interviewers and efficient 
operating procedures. 

Seasonal adjustment and trend estimation 
13. Seasonally adjusted series are published in Tables 2, 
5 and 10. Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing 
the estimated effects of normal seasonal variation from the 
series so that the effects of other influences on the series 
can be more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does 
not aim to remove the irregular or non-seasonal influences 
which may be present in any particular month. Influences 
that are volatile can still make it difficult to interpret the 
movement of the series even after adjustment for seasonal 
variation. 

14. It is possible that the seasonality of employment. un­ 
employment and labour force participation has been af­ 
fected by the changed pattern of school holidays in some 
States. The impact of these changes on seasonally ad­ 
justed estimates of labour force characteristics cannot be 
assessed at this stage. Trend estimates are expected to be 
relatively unaffected by these changes. 
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15. Smoothing seasonally adjusted series produces a 
measure of trend by reducing the impact of the irregular 
component of the series. The trend estimates have been 
derived by applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted 
moving average to the series. Trend series are used to ana­ 
lyse the underlying behaviour of the series over time. 
These are published in Tables 3, 6 and 11. 

16. While this smoothing technique enables estimates to 
be produced for the latest month, it does result in 
revisions to the most recent months as additional observa­ 
tions become available. Generally, subsequent revisions 
become smaller, and after three months have a negligible 
impact on the series. There will also be revisions as a 
result of the annual review of seasonal factors. 

17. Users may wish to refer to the ABS Information 
Papers A Guide to Smoothing Time Series - Estimates of 
'Trend' (1316.0), and Time Series Decomposition - an 
Overview (1317.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing of seasonally adjusted time series data. 

Semi-logarithmic graphs 
18. Graphs on page 2 have been drawn using a logarith­ 
mic vertical scale to facilitate comparisons of rates of 
growth in series of differing magnitude. Equal distances 
on the vertical scale (over equal time periods) indicate 
equal rates of growth for graphs on the same page. 

Related publications 
19. Users may also wish to refer to The Labour Force, 
Australia (6203.0). This publication contains a detailed 
list of related publications which are available on request. 

20. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). The 
ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publications 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications Advice 
are available from any ABS office. 

Unpublished statistics 
21. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS may have other relevant un­ 
published data available. Inquiries should be made to Don 
Clark on Canberra (062) 52 6525 or any ABS State Of­ 
fice. 

Symbols and other usages 
* subject to sampling variability too high for most 

practical uses. See the Technical Note in 6203.0 for 
more details. 

. not applicable 

r revised 

22. Estimates have been rounded and discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals. 
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Electronic services 
DISCOVERY Key *656# for selected current economic, 
(VIA TEL). social and demographic statistics. 

AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series are 
available on this ABS on-line service 
through P AXUS COMNET. 

For further information phone the 
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (06) 252 6017. 

Floppy disk service 
Selected ABS statistics are available on 
floppy disk. For further information 
phone (06) 252 6684. 

Forthcoming issues 
23. The following table shows the dates on which The 
Labour Force, Australia, Preliminary, (6202.0) publication 
is scheduled to be released. 

TELEST A TS. This service provides: 
foreign trade statistics tailored to 
users' requirements. Further infor­ 
mation is available on (06) 252 5404. 
text and tables for selected Main 
Economic Indicator publications. 
Further information is available on 
(06) 252 5405. 

Issue Release Date 

1990 May 7th June 1990 
June 12th July 1990 
July 9th August 1990 
August 6th September 1990 
September 11th October 1990 
October 8th November 1990 

Ian Castles 
Australian Statistician 

* RECENT LABOUR FORCE PUBLICATIONS* 
CAREER PATHS OF QUALIFIED NURSES, 1989 
This new publication provides current information on persons in Australia who have ever qualified as either 
registered or enrolled nurses. 

The publication features information on: 
the number of qualified nurses 
when nursing qualifications were obtained 
current nurse registration status 
employment status, including industry and occupation details 
whether ever left or had a break from nursing, and if so, when the break occurred and the main 
reason for the break 
socio-demographic characteristics of qualified nurses 

This 30 page publication also includes a full list of the extensive range of data items collected in the survey 
that will assist you in ordering tailored tables to meet your individual requirements. 

Career Paths of Qualified Nurses, Australia, 1989 (6277.0), is priced at $12.50 and can be obtained from 
the ABS Bookshop in your State. 

LABOUR STATISTICS, AUSTRALIA, 1988 
This publication provides a wealth of information, including time series statistics, on the Australian labour 
market in tabular and graphical forms. Selected features highlight some of the more significant elements 
and trends. 

Features of the Australian labour market covered include: 
• Socio-demographic characteristics of the labour force 
• Employment, unemployment and underemployment 
• Persons not in the labour force 
• Award rates, labour costs and non wage benefits 
• Hours worked, work preferences, job satisfaction 
• Industrial relations 

Adelaide (08) 237 7582 
Canberra (06) 252 5249 

Melbourne (03) 615 7829 Brisbane (07) 222 6350 
Hobart (002) 205 800 Darwin (089) 813 456 

This 166-page publication is priced at $22.50 and can be obtained from the ABS Bookshop in your state 
capital city. 

ABS Bookshops 
Sydney (02) 268 4620 
Perth (09) 323 5143 



Labour Force, Preliminary 
Monthly Bulletin 

11111111111 via TELESTATS •••••i•••• 
... download upon release! 

·:· Available Australia wide through Telecom's Key/ink service 
•!• Menu based selection system allows you to choose all, 

or part of the Labour Force preliminary publication (Catalogue 6202.0) 
•!• fully compatible with common spreadsheet packages 
·:· all you need is a modem (1200, 1200175, 2400 baud), 

a communications package, and your PC! 
·:· As part of our package, we arrange your registration with Key/ink! 
·:· One of a number of major ABS publications to be released on 

Te!estats 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111!

For more information on this service - 
Contact our Electronic Dissemination Unit 

*r\.SA Phone Mark 
... Gore now 

(06) 252 5405 

Printed by R.D. RUBIE, Commoowcalth Government Printer, Canberra 
� Common wealth of Australia 1990 

Recommended retail price: $8.50 

Or write to: 
Publishing and Electronic Dtssemlneton 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
PO Box 10 
Belconnen ACT 2616 

111111111111 
2062020004909 
ISSN 1031-038X 


