
_
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 Supplementary Budget Estimates - October 2025 
SB25-000007 

 

Division: Census and Population Date Cleared: 30 September 2025 

DAS Responsible: Brenton Goldsworthy Other Contact: Denise Carlton 

Mobile:  Mobile:  

1 of 2 
 

 

Overseas migration 

 

Key issue 

Several media commentators have been citing Permanent and long-term 

movements from Overseas Arrivals and Departures data as an indication that 

migration levels are increasing. This is against ABS advice, with the most recent 

migration data released in September subsequently showing migration levels 

continuing to decline. 

 

Talking points 

• The ABS has long advised against the practice of using Permanent and  

long-term arrivals an indication of migration levels as it is likely to give 

inaccurate results. Net Overseas Migration (NOM) is the official measure of 

the impact of migration on the Australian population. 

• Following media reporting using net Permanent and long-term movements 

for June 2025 (released on 14 August 2025) to indicate migration was 

increasing, the ABS released a media statement (see Attachment 1) providing 

more detail on why the use of net Permanent and long-term movements 

could yield inaccurate results. The ABS also directly contacted three media 

outlets that had reported the June 2025 data in this way. 

• As a result of this guidance, several media outlets accused the ABS of 

censoring the debate on behalf of the government. The ABS emphatically 

rejects any suggestion that its actions have been influenced by the 

government. Independence is critical to the ABS. The ABS would not respond 

to a request by Government to help censure the migration debate, nor has it 

been asked to (see attached FOI request). 

• Subsequent release on 18 September 2025 of official NOM data for the 

March quarter 2025 showed that annual migration has decreased for the 

6th consecutive quarter (contrary to earlier incorrect media reporting). 
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Facts and figures 
 

• Annual NOM for the year ending March 2025 was 315,900. This compares with 

493,800 people in the previous 12 months. 

• In the March quarter 2025, NOM added 110,100 people to the population, lower than for 

the March quarters of 2024 (128,700) and 2023 (165,500). 

• Contrary to reports that NOM levels are twice that of pre-pandemic levels, NOM for the 

year ending March for 2025 (315,900) was 33% higher than for 2018 (238,000) and 

26% higher than for 2019 (250,700). 

• While net Permanent and long-term movements data is available several months earlier 

than NOM, it has differed from the corresponding NOM data by 42% on average for the 

past 12 quarters. 

• The claim that "every single day, Australia is now taking in 1544 new people" is based on 

net Permanent and long-term movements data and is not reflected by the most recent 

NOM estimates (866 people per day for the year to March 2025). 

• For the first 3 quarters of the 2024-25 financial year, NOM was 260,600, suggesting annual 

NOM will not exceed Treasury’s budget forecast for the year (335,000). In contrast, net 

Permanent and long-term movements for the first 3 quarters of 2024-25 was 366,100. 

Background 

• The three media outlets which were sent statistical clarification emails on 21 August were: 

2GB, The Daily Mail, and MacroBusiness (article by the Institute of Public Affairs). 

• Centre for Population website identifies OAD data as one of several potential leading 

indicators for NOM, but this is only one of several sources they consider and they do not 

use unadjusted OAD data in their forecasts for the same reasons outlined by ABS. 

• The difference between NOM and Permanent and long-term movements is summarised in 

attachment 3. 

Rele
as

ed
 u

nd
er

 F
OI A

ct



Attachment 1 ABS Media Statement 

Overseas Arrivals and Departures versus Overseas Migration data 

Released 

21/08/2025 

Multiple media stories have been published this week using Overseas Arrivals and 
Departures (OAD) data to make commentary on migration numbers. This data does not 
reflect the official ABS definition of migration and may lead to inaccurate conclusions 
on migration. 

Overseas Arrivals and Departures (OAD) data is a count of border crossings rather than 
migration. It is best used to understand patterns in traveller movements, such as 
tourism trends and seasonal travel.  

Permanent and Long-term movements come from traveller declarations and are not 
contingent on the traveller’s residency status prior to travel.  

For example, this means a person who has been living in Australia for three years on a 
temporary visa, and travels overseas multiple times, can count as a long-term visitor 
arrival many times, even though they only migrated here once.  

This is why OAD data should not be used to measure migration or population change, as 
it reflects self-declared traveller intentions rather than changes in residency status.  

Accurate insights on migration into Australia are available from our Overseas 
Migration and National, State and Territory Population publications, which have data for 
up to the 2023-24 financial year and December 2024 respectively. Migration figures for 
this year have not been published yet, and the March quarter 2025 data will be 
published on 18 September.  

Historically, net permanent and long-term movements from Overseas Arrivals and 
Departures have been consistently higher than actual Net Overseas Migration.  
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/tourism-and-transport/overseas-arrivals-and-departures-australia/jun-2025
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/tourism-and-transport/overseas-arrivals-and-departures-australia/jun-2025
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/national-state-and-territory-population-methodology/dec-2024#overseas-migration
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/overseas-migration/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/overseas-migration/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release
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From:  (A. Leigh, MP) < @aph.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 21 August 2025 3:10 PM

To:

Cc: Leigh DLO; OFFICIAL) ABS - Parliamentary; media; Beidar Cho

Subject: RE: FOR AWARENESS:: ABS media statement on Overseas Arrivals and Departures 

versus Overseas Migration data [SEC=UNOFFICIAL]

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Thank you  

 

Our o�ice has received a media enquiry related to this from  from Daily Mail. We 

have directed  to contact the ABS this afternoon who is seeking comment.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 | Media Adviser  

O�ice of The Hon Dr Andrew Leigh MP 

Assistant Minister for Productivity, Competition, Charities & Treasury 

Federal Member for Fenner 

Phone:  

Email: @aph.gov.au  

Electorate O�ice: Corner of Efkarpidis St & Gungahlin Pl W, Gungahlin ACT 2912 
 

 

 
 We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people. We acknowledge and respect their 

continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this region. 

 

From: @abs.gov.au>  

Sent: Thursday, 21 August 2025 3:00 PM 

To:  (A. Leigh, MP) @aph.gov.au> 

Cc: Leigh DLO <leighdlo@treasury.gov.au>; OFFICIAL) ABS - @abs.gov.au>; media 

<media@abs.gov.au>; Beidar Cho <Beidar.Cho@abs.gov.au> 
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Subject: FOR AWARENESS:: ABS media statement on Overseas Arrivals and Departures versus Overseas Migration 

data [SEC=UNOFFICIAL] 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

For your awareness, we’ve been responding to media enquiries and coverage relating to overseas 

migration data today, including from 2GB, the Daily Mail, and ABC’s Media Watch. 

 

We have published a statement to our website for journalists to reference. 

Home A�airs and Treasury have also been informed of the statement and may use it to support their 

own media responses. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this data, please contact Beidar Cho, Program Manager, 

Demography (cced into this email). 

 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you need anything further. 

 

A/g Director, Media and Social Media 

Strategic Engagement and Performance Branch  

Australian Bureau of Statistics 

P: 1300 175 070 
O�ice hours: Limited availability on Thursday afternoons  
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Attachment 3 Difference between Permanent and long-term 
movements in Overseas Arrivals and Departures, and Net Overseas 
Migration (NOM) 

 

Definitions 

• Permanent and long-term movements data counts the number of border 
crossings rather than the number of travellers (i.e. multiple movements of an 
individual traveller are counted separately), with long-term arrivals being based 
on self-declared intentions on the Incoming Passenger Card. It does not account 
for whether a traveller has already been counted as having migrated to Australia. 

• NOM measures actual changes in residency status, consistent with the UN 
standard - people must be in or out of Australia for at least 12 months within a 
16-month period. It accounts for subsequent travel patterns, actual duration of 
stay, and whether a traveller has already migrated to Australia. The graph above  
shows the difference between annual Permanent and long-term movements and 
NOM since 2007. 

• While the ABS updates NOM each quarter, because of seasonal patterns, ABS 
recommends using annual growth to understand population change. 
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