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Sent by SYNAS
Send To info@ampjp.org.au,@ampjp.org.au
cc
bcc
Subject 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Association of Ministerial'Rublic Juridic Persons [SEC=OFFICIAL][:§
Protective Mark OFFICIAL
Information
management [ Personal privacy [] Legal privilege [ Legislati Caveat [] NATIONAL-CABINET
markers
Categories 04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religiols organisations

Dear Association of Ministerial Public J a\s,

The next Census of Population a si ill take place in 2026. Every Census, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) undertakes a review to inform a
recommendation to the Govern on the topics for the next Census.
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The ABS received extensive feedback on Religious affiliation when consulting on the Religious Affiliation Standard and durin ensus Topic Review
public consultation process. Currently we are preparing for a large-scale Census test that will test proposed new Census questighs and changes to existing
questions.

We are testing a new way of asking the Religious affiliation question, including updates to the list of religion e ples (see image below). Roman Catholic

is proposed to be included as one of the eight listed examples.
We would like to check with the Association of Ministerial Public Juridic Persons if there are any concefns | @ this particular example, and to confirm
how the example should be presented.

We welcome your thoughts by COB Wednesday 13 March 2024. We're also happy to arrange a brief meeting for next week if you'd prefer.

24 Does the person have a religion? No &
e Answering this question is OPTIONAL Y ( " )
e For example: RELIGION 1, ROMAN CATHOLIC, S G 19

RELIGION 3, RELIGION 4, RELIGION 5,
RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7, RELIGION 8.

Kind regards,
<
S47F 6

Stakeholder Relationship Manager
2026 Census Content Developme@uW tion Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics

31S47F @abs.gov.au w.abs.gov.au

<&
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuin nnection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emerging.
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To "2026 Census Content Development WDB" <2026.census.content.developme s.gov.au>

Send
cc
bcc
Subject FW: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Protective Mark

OFFICIAL

Information
management
markers

L] Personal privacy [ | Legal priviiege [ ] Legislative secs Caveat (] NATIONAL-CABINET

I Categories

04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religious, grgahisations

Cheers




Stakeholder Relationship Manager

2026 Census Content Development | Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
@1S47F (E) abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emergh%

Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 12:26 PM
Subject: FW: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

FYI?

S47TF )
A/g Program Manager, Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistiés

([@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

Executive assistant: Sadlg Qbs.gév.au
The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of @euntfjsthroughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders, both pastypresent and emerging.

FromSEYAR <

@catholicreligious.org.au>
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 11:58 AM
Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliatign - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

gAUTION: External email. Do naiselick links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
afe.

Thank you!



: | m:
e: catholicreligious.org.au n

w: www.catholicreligious.org.au
a: Office A/ Level 1, 9 Mount Street, North Sydney NSW 2060, Australia
p: PO Box 1518, North Sydney, 2060

CRA is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all, especially children and adultgat risk.

CRA acknowledges the traditional custodians of this land where we work, live and gather.

Confidential Communication: The information contained in this email message (and afgatta nt)s confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are th ed recipient, any use,
disclosure or reproduction of this document is not authorised. If you received this em r, please notify the sender
immediately.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 3:04 PM
Tomcatholicreligious.org.au>

Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Absolutely Anne, we will add you immediately.
Regards

From: <catho|icr

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 10:19 A

Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: 7'@

bsegbv.au>
OUs affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

CAUTION: External ¢mail. t click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is

<&




[safe. () |

Thank you for your email advising us of the next steps forward.

I would be grateful if you could please also include me in updates dPso on the subscription
list, mentioned in your email.

Kind regards,

o

| m:
e: catholicreligious.org.au
w: www.catholicreligious.org.au
a: Office A/ Level 1, 9 Mount Street, North Sydney"NSW 2060, Australia
p: PO Box 1518, North Sydney, 2060 u
CRA is committed to the safety, wellbeing and_di % , especially children and adults at risk.
CRA acknowledges the traditional custodia thj® land where we work, live and gather.
Confidential Communication: The informaifon ained in this email message (and any attachment) is confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individu ntil to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any use,

disclosure or reproduction of this d
immediately.

authorised. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender

Please consider the environ
From:

Sent: Tuesday, March 2642024 11:



(@catholic.org.au>
(@ catholic.org.au>; S47F @abs.gov.au>NENd=
Dampjp.org.au>; census.content@abs.gov.au S47F

@catholicreligious.org.au
@ abs.ov.au>;

@abs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Thank you very much for providing the prompt feedback on the term ‘Roman Catholic,” and fesforwarding the letter fro S47F
regarding broader feedback on the question design being tested for the 2026 Census.

| can confirm that based on your feedback we have changed the wording of the exdmple to ‘Catholic’ for the large-scale test later this year.

| can also confirm that while the question we shared with you will proceed tofthe'large-scale test, we will not decide on the design of the
questions for the 2026 Census until after this test. We will ensure that thistadditional information and the case put forward in your letter is
accurately reflected in our final assessment documentation, as it builds @n yolr submission provided to the Religious Affiliation Standard
consultation in late 2022.

My team or | will be in touch if we have any follow up questions ol your letter and will keep you abreast of any developments. We have also
added you to the subscription list for broader updates on the Gantent consultation. This will ensure you are included in all communications
regarding the 2026 Census content, not just on this guestion. Please let me know if you would not like to be on this list and we will remove
you (you can also unsubscribe at the bottom of any ofithe emails when they are distributed).

Again, thank you for taking the time to meet withus eaflier this month and for your interest and commitment to the Census. Please do not
hesitate to contact me directly at any point.

Reia rds

S47TF
A/g Program Manager, Population'Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
) ST



(E) abs.qov.au (W) www.abs.qov.au

Executive assistant: abs.gov.au
The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders, both past, present and emerging.

FromSEYS @ catholic.org.au> \
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 4:24 PM
To:

abs.gov.au>

: catholic.org.au>; abs. ov.au>;catholicreligious.org.au
> R o). orz. 2>

Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

ﬁAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you‘recognise the sender and know the content is
afe.

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference wishesQto pPxovide the Bureau with feedback in response to the
email alerting us to the proposed alterations t@ythe, religious affiliation question in the 2026 Census
that was received on 5 March 2024.

Please find attached a letter from the [N G , in which

our concerns on the 2026 question are d@tailed. The Conference’s letter is supported by Catholic
Religious Australia and the Associatiofi 0§ Ministerial PJPs, in a joint response on behalf of the
Catholic community.

We await your prompt response on tR€ matter and are ready to provide any assistance to further
consultation on this issue.

Kind Regards,

Synod of Bishops 2021-2024
gentre for Pastoral Research | Australian Catholic

Bishops Ca@mference




GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601
p: NYy \
IS4 (- dcatholic.org.au | W: ncpr.catholic.org.au

NCPR €25ty

Kational Centre for Pastoral Reseanch

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the ongoing
journey of Reconciliation.

The information in this email is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient,Qgou must not use, copy, disclose or disseminate this email

or information contained in this email, and must delete it. Opinions contained g4 m@ssage (s) do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

From: abs.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 3:59 PM

Subject: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian CatholiciBishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Caution: This is an external email from outs¥de ACBC. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments. If in doubt, ward the email to@catholic.org.au

Dear SI¥Y=

The next Census of Population and Housing will take e in 2026. Every Census, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) undertakes a review to inform a recommendation
to the Government on the topics for the next sus.

The ABS received extensive feedback el s affiliation when consulting on the Religious Affiliation Standard and during the 2026 Census Topic Review public

consultation process. Currently we a ing for a large-scale Census test that will test proposed new Census questions and changes to existing questions.
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We are testing a new way of asking the Religious affiliation question. including updates to the list of religion examples (see image below). R Catholic is proposed to be

included as one of the eight listed examples.

We would like to check with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference if there are any concerns including this particular e

be presented.

We welcome your thoughts by COB Wednesday 13 March 2024. We're also happy to arrange a brief meeting f

ext

ample, and to confirm how the example should

fiyou'd prefer.

24 Does the person have a religion?

® Answering this question is OPTIONAL

® For example: RELIGION 1, ROMAN CATHOLIC,
RELIGION 3, RELIGION 4, RELIGION 5,
RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7, RELIGION 8.

Kind regards,
A7F

Stakeholder Relationship Manager 6

2026 Census Content Development | Popul@

E)

ii

S47F @abs.gov.au ( waww.abs.gov.au

<&

No

Yes (specify religion)

3

stics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuing ‘\€onnection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emerging.
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2026 Census Content Development WDB 05/03/2024 04:11 PM
Sent by SEX{S
Send To Bl catholicreligious.org.au, [N @catholicreligious.ordiau
cc
bce
Subject 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Catholic Religious Austr [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Protective Mark OFFICIAL
Information
management [] Personal privacy [ Legal priviege [ ] Legislativesse Caveat [] NATIONAL-CABINET
markers
Categories 04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religi o isations

<

Dear nd S47F 6

The next Census of Population a si ill take place in 2026. Every Census, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) undertakes a review to inform a
recommendation to the Govern on the topics for the next Census.

2



The ABS received extensive feedback on Religious affiliation when consulting on the Religious Affiliation Standard and durin

ensus Topic Review
public consultation process. Currently we are preparing for a large-scale Census test that will test proposed new Census questighs and changes to existing
questions.

We are testing a new way of asking the Religious affiliation question, including updates to the list of religion e

ples (see image below). Roman Catholic
is proposed to be included as one of the eight listed examples.

We would like to check with Catholic Religious Australia if there are any concerns including this partic

g, and to confirm how the example should
be presented.

We welcome your thoughts by COB Wednesday 13 March 2024. We're also happy to arrange a brief meeting for next week if you'd prefer.

24 Does the person have a religion? No

e Answering this question is OPTIONAL &

e For example: RELIGION 1, ROMAN CATHOLIC, Yes (Spe r@)
RELIGION 3, RELIGION 4, RELIGION 5,
RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7, RELIGION 8.

Kind regards,

S47F @
&

Stakeholder Relationship Manager

2026 Census Content Developme o tion Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
B1S47F @abs.gov.au w.abs.gov.au

<&



O\'

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuin nnection to land, waters and
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emerging.
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! AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE

19 March 2024

SATF

Director, 2026 Census Content
Australian Bureau of Statistics
Via email: gz @abs.gov.au

Dea R YNIE N\

Proposed changes to the religious identification question

Thank you for alerting us to the proposed new religious identification'question in the 2026
Census via your email dated 5 March 2024. The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (the
Conference) strongly opposes the reformulation of the question and asks that the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) reconsider the change.

Our position is supported by Catholic Religious Australidaandthe Association of Ministerial
PJPs.

One in five Australians identify as Catholic.! Th@Cathelic Church and its agencies contribute
in various ways across the spectrum of Augtralian‘society. As an integral part of its core
mission, the Church seeks to assist pegpleto experience the fullness of life. It is concerned
with all that impacts human dignity,andwell~being for the common good.

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is a permanent institution of the Catholic
Church in Australia and thelinstrumentality used by the Australian Catholic Bishops to act
nationally and address isSues ‘@f national significance.

As this letter outlings,s#heychange to the religious identification question is problematic for
several reasongsits contént has been prepared by the National Centre for Pastoral Research
(NCPR), the resedfch agency of the Conference?, which has been one of the significant users
of Censys™@ata frefn the religion question for over 26 years.3

! Trudy Dantis, Stephen Reid, Katherine Jelavic, Leith Dudfield, and Marilyn Chee, Social Profile of the Catholic
Community in Australia: Based on the 2021 Australian Census, (Canberra: Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference, 2023): 2.

2 “National Centre for Pastoral Research,” Main page, National Centre for Pastoral Research, accessed March
15, 2024, https://ncpr.catholic.org.au/.The NCPR was previously known as the Pastoral Research Office.

3 Several people have contributed to the content of this letter, including leading sociologists of religion, Dr
Robert Dixon and Rev Dr Philip Hughes.

e o

GPO Box 368 CANBERRA ACT 2601 T S www.catholic.org.au




Revisions to the religious identification question in the 2026 Census

The proposed new formulation of the religious identification question in 2026 is:

24 Does the person have a religion? No
- Answering this question is OPTIONAL Yes (specify religion) \

- For example: RELIGION 1, ROMAN

CATHOLIC, RELIGION 3, RELIGION 4,

RELIGION 5, RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7,
RELIGION 8.

The proposed examples (received via email on 12 March 2024) are:

For example: MAHAYANA BUDDHISM, ROMAN CATHOLIC, ANGLICA CH OF
AUSTRALIA, HINDUISM, SUNNI, JUDAISM, SIKHISM, ABORIGIN RADITIONAL BELIEFS.
Concerns with the new religion question x
We wish to outline five concerns with the reformulat@ 2026 question.
1. Disengaging religion from culture and i %
The religious identification question on t ustralian Census, ‘What is your religion?’

assesses religious identification as part'ef a person’s culture and heritage, serving as an
essential marker of other attributes aviour.* Its purpose is not to measure “how
religious people are, whether they hold"religious beliefs, are members of religious

organisations, or attend réligious services”.>

The responses to the Ce stion on religious identification hold significant value for
various stakeholder; religious leaders, scholars, government personnel, not-for-
profit organisation d Sociologists of religion who rely on the data to study a wide range
of issuesin A lia ciety.b As one of the world's most successful multicultural societies,
data from thisigtiestion has helped demonstrate and monitor changes in the multicultural
lia over time.” The Catholic Church in Australia uses the data to assist

uma, Robert Dixon, Philip Hughes, Andrew Singleton, and Michael Mason, “The question ticks a
ge, July 20, 2021, https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/all-pfizer-doses-should-go-to-
victoria-and-nsw-20210719-p58b3j.html.

5 Bouma, et al., 2021.

Religious Affiliation (RELP). Census of Population and Housing: Census Dictionary,” Australian Bureau of
Statistics, released October 15, 2021, https://www.abs.gov.au/census/guide-census-data/census-
dictionary/2021/variables-topic/cultural-diversity/religious-affiliation-relp.

7 Gary D. Bouma, “The Emergence of Religious Plurality in Australia: A Multicultural Society.” Sociology of
Religion 56, no. 3 (Autumn, 1995): 285-302; Gary D. Bouma, Many Religions All Australian: Religious
Settlement, Identity and Cultural Diversity (Melbourne: Christian Research Association,1997a); Gary D. Bouma,
“The Role of Demographic and Socio-cultural Factors in Australia’s Successful Multicultural Society: How
Australia is not Europe.” Journal of Sociology 52, no. 4(2016): 750-71.

2



parishes, schools, health services, welfare and other organisations in understanding the
religious demographic of the communities they serve.

At the 2021 Census, 54 per cent of the population answered the question of their religious
identity, while 39 per cent said they had no religion and a further 7 per cent did not provide
an answer. Religious identification remains important to the Australian population since
numerous individuals seek assistance from religious institutions in times of personal crisis
and for services such as schools, health care facilities and welfare.?

Reformulating the question as ‘Does the person have a religion?’ effectively destroys the
measure of culture and identity as it changes the question to whether a person holds
religious beliefs or not. This will result in the loss of a sense of religious heritage as the new
format attempts to divorce religion from culture and tradition, presuming that this is no

longer significant. \

2. Standardisation and time series impacts

The purpose of tick box options in survey questions is to obtain clear, tfiambiguous
responses capable of being measured and compared across a sample of respondents. Before
the introduction of checkbox responses to the religion question in 1991, all responses had to
be written in by the respondent. The tick box format has béen successfully implemented for
seven consecutive Censuses, leading to a high response ratey(93.1% in 2021, an increase
from 90.9% in 2016).° One effect of the tick box form@at'sfrelative consistency over time has
been comparable results throughout this period, lh conjupction with other Census
information, this standardised data has assisted'the Catholic Church in Australia in
formulating policies and organising its operationspenabling the Church to respond to
evidence-based needs of the diverse demiggraphic groups in Australia and across the nation.

‘What is the person's religion?’ and,Doesjthe’person have a religion?’ are two different
guestions. The proposed reformulation, represents a substantial change and will mean that
results from the 2026 Census would not be comparable with results from the 2021 and
earlier Censuses. The loss oficomparability would be compounded by altering the format of
responses from tick boxes to Wiite-ins.

3. Introdueing a‘hew bias in favour of ‘No religion’

The reformulationof the question will introduce a significant bias towards individuals who
identify @saving no religion. This is due to two factors: first, by offering the more
conyenientoption of selecting ‘no’ as the initial response, and second, by limiting the
availability of the tick-box option and providing only write-in options for everyone else. This
unjustlyincreases complexity and ambiguity for all individuals who wish to record their
religious identity.

Implementing the write-in-only option will result in a greater number of responses that are
invalid, indecipherable, or ambiguous. Many people erroneously associate the names of

8 Gallet, W. (2016). ‘Social Connectedness: The role of the local church in building community’, Pointers 24(4):
1-5.

9 “Religious Affiliation in 2021”, Australian Bureau of Statistics, released July 4, 2022,
https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/religious-affiliation-australiattreligious-affiliation-in-2021

3



their local churches with denominations and religious organisations. Some individuals will
probably enter the name of their local church or other meaningless words. Others might opt
not to respond at all. This will be particularly evident in communities where a more
significant proportion of members are not proficient in English. Consequently, the
information presented will be considerably less precise and useful. Determining the meaning
of what people have written and correctly classifying it has always been difficult. With the
new question and no tick box options for religious identification, this will become
considerably more challenging.

Although certain groups during the consultation period expressed concerns to the ABS
regarding a potential bias in the previous question towards those who identified with a
particular religion, the optional nature of the question and the lead 'No Religion' response
makes this bias negligible. The Census has consistently granted individuals the gpportunity
to indicate if they have no religious affiliation at all. \

4. Impacts on the reporting of special ethnic minority groups

One of the strengths of the Australian Census is that it provides a relatively accurate
account of many minor religious groups. Determining members of Eastern Catholic
Churches—specifically Maronite Catholics, Melkite Catholigs, Ukrainian Catholics, Chaldean
Catholics, Syro-Malabar Catholics, and Syrian Catholics—isteritical for the Catholic Church.
Census data is used in these communities for the follgWifig ptrposes: to plan allocations of
clergy based on regional concentrations of the ingreasifigly dispersed church population; to
address specific welfare needs, particularly of elderly first-generation immigrants; and to
provide government agencies with information“tegarding specific ethnic groups affiliated
with these churches.

When individuals encounter the list of the eight largest groups in the 2021 question, they
can discern whether or not they beleng tathose categories. It provides them with a
significant guide for explaining their hefitage. Maintaining a listed order of various religious
groups based on the counts from the previous Census is a consistent approach that ensures
data efficiency and accurdcy.Before each Census, the Catholic Church dedicates a
substantial amount of time,andeffort to educate Catholics from Eastern Catholic churches
not to tick the Cath®licloption but rather to provide alternative responses such as ‘Maronite
Catholic’ under_‘Other (please specify).’

The proposedieformulation will render many members of these groups clueless in 2026
(notwithstanding=the availability of numerous examples). This confusion may be
exacerbatéd bythe respondents’ literacy and language abilities, adversely affecting the
regording of these minority groups and leading to severe undercounts. Inaccuracies in
recakding figures will substantially impede the formulation of policies and plans for these
groups.



5. Confusions over the term ‘Roman Catholic’

‘Roman Catholic’ is not a term Australian Catholics identify with. The institution's official
name is “The Catholic Church in Australia”. The term “Roman” is not part of that name, and
its use in the list of examples would be unacceptable to the Conference and misleading and
confusing to people completing the Census

The term ‘Roman’ last appeared in reports about religion in the 1986 report Religion in
Australia (Cat. No. 2510.0), specifically in a footnote to Table 1.1° Before that, Census reports,
included ‘Catholic’ and ‘Roman Catholic’ as two distinct categories. While this indicates that
many individuals continued to write in ‘Roman Catholic’ until the 1970s and possibly the
1980s, usage of that terminology among Catholics themselves declined precipitously, and
the ABS decision to discontinue the use of the term ‘Roman Catholic’ reflected this.

The term ‘Roman Catholic’ is synonymous with ‘Catholic’ and includes both&athelics who
identify as “Western Catholic’ (the term the ABS gives to distinguish Latin Rite Cathelics) and
Catholics who belong to Eastern churches (e.g. Maronite Catholics). Using the tei ‘Roman
Catholics’ in the Census question will cause considerable confusion‘@mong Catholics trying
to record their religious identity accurately and may lead to the use of‘@ther meaningless
terms such as ‘Australian Catholic’. For these reasons, the preferred term for the 2026
Census is ‘Catholic’ as it has been ever since the tick-box format of the question was
introduced for the 1991 Census.

Conclusion

The ABS is distinguished by the calibre of the Ceénsus)data it generates and the tools with
which the data is disseminated. The Catholic €hurch considers religious identification data
and other Census data very important for several reasons: the comprehensive range of
classifications and variables, the availability of data for large and small geographical areas,
and the timely updating of the information every five years. However, to maintain data
quality, the ABS must guarantee that its preparations for the 2026 Census have given full
consideration to people with,religious beliefs through adequate consultations with relevant
stakeholders to ensure that proposed changes reflect the diverse perspectives and needs of
the Australian populatien.

The changes to the féligious identification question have likely been proposed by opponents
of including agreligion question in the Census. Should the reformulated question be adopted,
the 2026 question_ecould probably fail due to a high level of unusable responses and
significant deviations from the 2021 results. This may lead to calls for the question to be
omitted in.2031 and subsequent years.

TheyAustralian Catholic Bishops Conference and other Catholic agencies and institutions rely
on ongoing reliable data produced by the ABS to support a vast array of services and
activities to meet all Australians' current and emerging needs. We are deeply concerned
about the significant effects that the reformulation will have on the data collected in the
Census and urge you to reconsider such a drastic change to the religious identification
guestion for 2026.

101an Castles, Census 1986 - Religion in Australia. (Canberra: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 1991): ABS
Catalogue No. 2510.0.



| would be happy to answer any questions the ABS may have. | can be contacted via S47F

_ National Centre for Pastoral Research, on S47F or at

ncpr@catholic.org.au.

Yours sincerely

S4TF

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference \

SUPPORTED BY:

S47F
R

Catholic Religious Australia

Association of MinisterialfPJPs



30/07/2026, 10:55 Inbox 847 F - Outlook

a Outlook

RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

From NE¥AS dcatholic.org.au>

Date Tue 02/04/2024 12:19 PM

To SONE @abs.gov.au>
Cc NEY _Dcatholic.org.au>;@abs.gov-aU>

EEEEEEEE o c:tholicreligious.org.au>; @ampjp.org.au®;
census.content@abs.aov.au <census.content@abs.gov.au>; f@abs.govau>;

S47F dabs.gov.au>

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the gender andknow the content
is safe.

NS4 7F

Thank you for your email.

We are pleased to hear of the change of wording of the example to ‘Catholic’ for the large-scale test.

| am very happy to be included on the subscription list for broader updates on the Content

consultation and look forward to hearing about further dévelopments on the questions for the 2026

Census.

Kind Regards,
P

S47F

S47F Synod of 8jshop$2021-2024
EZl \ational Centre for PagtorabResearch | Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
GPO Box 368, Canberra ACTy2601

P |
E: SZYASEN 8atholic.org,au | W: ncprcatholic.org,au

R
NCRA

National Centrigfor Paitoral Research

We acknowledge the Traditiop@Custodi@ifis who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued
deep spiritual attachment andw@lationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the ongoing
journey of Reconciliatfon.

The information in this émail\is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use, copy, disclose or disseminate this email or
information c@ntaiped in this email, and must delete it. Opinions contained in the message(s) do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Australian

Catholic Bishap§ Copference.

From:SCYA=

Sentiluesdav. March 26, 2024 11:58 AM
AS47F

Cc ; census.content@abs.gov.au;

Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference [SEC=0FFICIAL]

Hi

Thank you very much for providina the prompt feedback on the term ‘Roman Catholic,” and
for forwarding the letter from SEY{SII reoarding broader feedback on the question
design being tested for the 2026 Census.

| can confirm that based on your feedback we have changed the wording of the example to
‘Catholic’ for the large-scale test later this year.

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgAAAAAAHY QDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0AHhpgnuaxFUBIdCpCVxt%2B3AACNYkFGQAA/sXS. .. 1/4
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| can also confirm that while the question we shared with you will proceed to the large-scale
test, we will not decide on the design of the questions for the 2026 Census until after this
test. We will ensure that this additional information and the case put forward in your letter is
accurately reflected in our final assessment documentation, as it builds on your submission
provided to the Religious Affiliation Standard consultation in late 2022.

My team or | will be in touch if we have any follow up questions on your letter and will keep
you abreast of any developments. We have also added you to the subscription list for
broader updates on the Content consultation. This will ensure you are included in all
communications regarding the 2026 Census content, not just on this question. Please let me
know if you would not like to be on this list and we will remove you (you can also
unsubscribe at the bottom of any of the emails when they are distributed).

Again, thank you for taking the time to meet with us earlier this month and for your interest
and commitment to the Census. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly at any point.
Reaards

A/g Frogram manayer, rupuiation Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
(P)
(E)

Executive assistant,

N\

@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises
their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders, both
past, present and emerging.

From SYVAS @catholic,org,au>

Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 4:24 PM

To: SR/ ©::s. 00 Vs, >

Ce:SAL @catholic.org, du> SEN{ N

S47F @abs.gov.au>; Kl @catholicreligious.org.au>
S47F @ampjp.org.au>

Subject: RE: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation = Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference [SEC=0FFICIAL]

CAUTION: External email. Do "ot click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender
and know the content is safé.

Dear SEXlE

The Australian Cathgli€ Bishops Conference wishes to provide the Bureau with feedback in response
to the email algfting ussto the proposed alterations to the religious affiliation question in the 2026
Census that wag rec€ived on 5 March 2024,

Please fipd attachéd a letter from the of the Conference SEXd= in
which ourgongerns on the 2026 question are detailed. The Conference’s letter is supported by
Catholic Religious Australia and the Association of Ministerial PJPs, in a joint response on behalf of
the Gatholic community.

We' await your prompt response on the matter and are ready to provide any assistance to further
Consultation on this issue.

Kind Regards,
S47F
SATF Synod of Bishops 2021-2024

SZYGGEE \ ational Centre for Pastoral Research | Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601
JSA7F

HAS47F @catholicorg,au | W: ncpreatholic.org.au

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgAAAAAAHY QDEapmEc2byACgAC%2FEWg0AHhpgnuaxFUBIdCpCVxt%2B3AACNYKFGQAA/sxs...  2/4
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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued
deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the ongoing
journey of Reconciliation.

The information in this email is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use, copy, disclose or disseminate this email or
information contained in this email, and must delete it. Opinions contained in the message(s) do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference.

From: @abs.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 3:59 PM

To: SZY4E Dcatholic.org.au>

Subject: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
[SEC=0OFFICIAL]

Caution: This is an external email from outside ACBC. Please take care when clicking
links or opening attachments. If in doubt, forward the email@catholic.org@

The next Census of Population and Housing will take place in 2026. Every CenSus, th€ Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) undertakes a review to inform a recommendation to the Government on the topics for the next
Census.

The ABS received extensive feedback on Religious affiliation when éonsulting on the Religious Affiliation
Standard and during the 2026 Census Topic Review public cons@ltationyprocess. Currently we are preparing for
a large-scale Census test that will test proposed new Census quéstions and changes to existing questions.

We are testing a new way of asking the Religious affiliation question, including updates to the list of religion
examples (see image below). Roman Catholic is proposed to be included as one of the eight listed examples.

We would like to check with the Australian @atholigBishops Conference if there are any concerns including this
particular example, and to confirm how the example should be presented.

We welcome your thoughts by COB Wednesday 13 March 2024. We're also happy to arrange a brief meeting
for next week if you'd prefer,

24 Does’the pérson have a
religion?

o Answeringithis question is OPTIONAL
o Fopexample: RELIGION 1, ROMAN
CATHQLIC,

REMIGION 3, RELIGION 4, RELIGION 5,
RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7, RELIGION 8.

Kind reqards,

S47F

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgAAAAAAHY QDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0AHhpgnuaxFUBIdCpCVxt%2B3AACNYkFGQAA/sxs. .. 3/4
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Stakeholder Relationship Manager
2026 Census Content Development | Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics

BNS47F @abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and

recognises their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their
cultures, and elders; past, present and emerging. \

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgJAAAAAAHY QDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWgO0AHhpgnuaxFUBIdCpCVxt%2B3AACNYkFGQAA/sxs. .. 4/4
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S47F 06/03/2024 01:19 PM
S47F Dabs.gov.au
Send To "2026 Census Content Development WDB" <2026.census.content.developme s.gov.au>
CE
bcc
Subject FW: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Protective Mark OFFICIAL
Information
management L] Personal privacy [ | Legal priviiege [ ] Legislative secs Caveat (] NATIONAL-CABINET
markers

| Categories 04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religious grgahisa ior S

SATE Q(b‘

S47F \



Stakeholder Relationship Manager
2026 Census Content Development | Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics
(P) Ei= Dabs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recognises their continuing connection to
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emerginq

From: ¥y @catholic.org.au>
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 12:57 PM
To: abs.gov.au>

Cc: @CathOIic.org.au>;catholic.org.au> SATF @catholic.org.au>

Subject: FW: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliation - Australian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

afe.

Dear K= ,

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference i B S47F has forwarded your email regarding
changes to the ABS religious affiliation questiown, impthe 2026 Census.

t?AUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you‘recognise the sender and know the content is

- -

Our Centre (the National Centre for Pastoral ResSe@rch) is responsible for the use of Census data and the
preparation of reports for the Catholig Church in Australia (See
https://ncpr.catholic.org.au/2021-cathgoliic-social-profiles/) on behalf of the Conference.

We would welcome the opportunity togdiseuss the proposed amendments to the religious affiliation
question, particularly the wordingfoff the example you provided.

Would you be available to meetfon, Tuesday, 11 March 2024 at 2 pm? If this time does not suit you, please
let me know what other day/timé®woumld work.

I look forward to speaking with*you.

Kind Regards,



, Synod of Bishops 2021-2024

Bishops Conference
GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601

P: \
§ E: Matholic.org.au | W: ncpr.catholic.org.au

»e L 5 oot

PASTORAL RESEARCH

"NCP

Kational Centre for Pastoral Reseanch

National Centre for Pastoral Research | Australian Catholic



From: abs.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 3:59 PM
To:NEYUS @ catholic.org.au>

Subject: 2026 Census topic review: Religious affiliatien,- Austsalian Catholic Bishops Conference [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Caution: This is an externalf@maI® from outside ACBC. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments. If in de@ibf, forward the email to tech@catholic.org.au

Dear SENYR

The next Census of Population,and Housing will take place in 2026. Every Census, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) undertakes a review to inform a recommendation



to the Government on the topics for the next Census.

The ABS received extensive feedback on Religious affiliation when consulting on the Religious Affiliation Standard and during the 2026 Ce
consultation process. Currently we are preparing for a large-scale Census test that will test proposed new Census questions and changes to existing questions.

We are testing a new way of asking the Religious affiliation question. including updates to the list of religion examples below). Roman Catholic is proposed to be
included as one of the eight listed examples.

We would like to check with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference if there are any concerns including ifular example, and to confirm how the example should
be presented.

We welcome your thoughts by COB Wednesday 13 March 2024. We're also happy to arrange a brief meeting for next week if you'd prefer.

24 Does the person have a religion?

No &
® Answering this question is OPTIONAL s
e For example: RELIGION 1, ROMAN CATHOLIC, Yes (Sgecg rdligion)
RELIGION 3, RELIGION 4, RELIGION 5,
RELIGION 6, RELIGION 7, RELIGION 8.

Kind regards, @
Stakeholder Relationship Manager @



2026 Census Content Development | Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics

(ESZYS @abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and recog @
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and elders; past, present and emerging.

N

ontinuing connection to land, waters and
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30/05/2024 03:40 PM
Dabs gov.au
Send To "census.content@abs.gov.au" <census.content@abs.gov.au> (
Subject FW: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL]
oS

Protective Mark

OFFICIAL \
V_h N

Information
management
markers

L] Personal privacy [ | Legal priviiege [ ] Legislative seA@ Caveat (] NATIONAL-CABINET

I Categories

04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religiousAMa S

From SEYAS

Sent: Thursday, May 30,

@cathgdliclorg.au>
2024 2:09° PV

To: NG4S Pabs.gov.au>; Duncan Young <Duncan.Young@abs.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL]



gAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and knew the content is
afe.

Dear Duncan, \

Thank you for your below email to NINAS and Bia S47F , regarding the offer to

meet with Dr David Gruen regarding the potential changes to the 2026¢religien question.

S47F has asked me to respond on behalf of NIWAS , the of the Catholic Bishops’

Centre for Pastoral Research, who is currently on leave overseas.

We have been in contact with a small group of our colleagues from some of the other Christian church
groups who have received a similar email from you. We would bgymost pleased to take up the offer to meet
with David at a convenient time for all. It makes sense tgfmeetWas a group, if that is most appropriate.

Would you please be able to advise a suitable date andsrtime™o meet, and let me know?

With kind regards,

S47F

S4TF
National Centre for Pastoral Research

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
90 Albion Road Box Hill Victoria 3128

p: NIYS
BE: Sodin dcatholi
information in this em:

The hi n nitda you are not the t use,
email Q@ d@fM@rmation contained in it.
lo. not negf¥ssaril reflect the op 1 tho

3ishops onference

FromSEYdS @ abssgov.au> On Behalf Of Duncan Young

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 5:45,PM

To:NEYS aeatnolic.org.au>; S47F S47F dperthcatholic.org.au>




N

oS4 7F @ catholic.org.au>; census.content@abs.gov.au 0
Subject: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Dear SUNIS

| am writing to you, in your roles in the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC), in relation to the @ on religious affiliation for the 2026
Census of Population and Housing.

We are currently preparing for a large Census test that will test potential new Census questions and changes to existing questions, including potential
changes to the question on religious affiliation.

There has been some media reporting of potential changes to the religious affiliation 20 ensus. The ABS released a statement today to clarify what is
being considered and tested

https://www.abs.gov.au/census/census-media-hub/releases-and-statements/on-th td/Clarification-reports-published-regarding-religious-affiliation-g
uestion-2026-census.

As the statement notes, the ABS has not made a decision on the approac t 6 Census and is still consulting and conducting testing. We will
consider the impact of any changes on comparability of data between Cénsuses; as well as ensuring the question collects the highest quality data,
minimises public burden and is inclusive for all.

As a key stakeholder for data on religious affiliation, we are keen to undérstand your views and any concerns.

With this in mind, the Australian Statistician Dr David Gr, available to meet with you to discuss our plans and hear your views. Please respond to this
email if you would like to take up this opportunity.

We will continue to keep you informed as we wor reach a final position on the question to be included in the 2026 Census.

Regards, @
Duncan Young (he / him)
General Manager \



Census and Population Division
Australian Bureau of Statistics

(P) (02) 6252 7807 (MNEYY=

(E) duncan.young@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au
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SATF ' 21/05/2024 11:46 AM
SA4TF @abs.gov.au

Send To "census.content@abs.gov.au" <census.content@abs.gov.au>
GE
bcc
Subject FW: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=UNOFFICIAL]
V'S
Protective Mark UNOFFICIAL S
Information @
management [ ] Personal privacy [ ] Legal privilege [ Legislative se Caveat [] NATIONAL-CABINET
markers
I Categories 04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religioum
FYT

From:perthcatholic.org.au>

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 10:54"AM

To: Duncan Young <Duncan.Young@abs.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL]



AUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and knew the content is

Good morning, Duncan

On behalf of , may I thank you for yo spondence.
Your correspondence will be provided to the upon his ret o the office.

Kind regards

Episcopal Services
Griver House, 249 Adelaide lerrace
PERTH WA 6000

PO Box 3311. EAST PERTH WA 6892
ne thilic.org.au

Telephone: QY= Email: S 2perthcatholic org.au | Website: w
a

BB orrice oF THE ARCHEBISHOP

Journeying Tog<ther
Led by the Spirit {

)

Perth Archdiocesan Assembly
2023 - 2024
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and

W scknowiadga the conlinued deasp spidiual ship of Aborigingl and Torres Simit Insnder peoples 1o this counbry snd commit
oursahma i the ongoing jounay of Recand
Confidertialiy and Priviisga Notloa
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thia massagn srdd kindlly nolify tha sandar by mply smal. Confidentislily and lagal privilegs am



From:NE¥A= @abs.gov.au> On Behalf Of Duncan Young

Sent: Monday, May 20, 2024 3:45 PM

To: catholic.org.au; EXTGTGTTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 2 o< theatholic.org.au>

Cc: catholic.org.au; census.content@abs.gov.au
Subject: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census and offer of meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL] \
You don't often get email from dune o > earp why this is important g rf

Deor S

| am writing to you, in your roles in the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC), in relation to the question on religious affiliation for the 2026
Census of Population and Housing.

We are currently preparing for a large Census test that will test potential new Censussquestions and changes to existing questions, including potential
changes to the question on religious affiliation.

There has been some media reporting of potential changes to the religious affiliatiom)2026 Census. The ABS released a statement today to clarify what is
being considered and tested
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/census-media-hub/releases-and-staterf@nts/8-the-record/clarification-reports-published-regarding-religious-affiliation-g
uestion-2026-census.

As the statement notes, the ABS has not made a decision on the approach for the 2026 Census and is still consulting and conducting testing. We will
consider the impact of any changes on comparability of 8ata between Censuses, as well as ensuring the question collects the highest quality data,
minimises public burden and is inclusive for all.

As a key stakeholder for data on religious affiliatiod, we are keen to understand your views and any concerns.

With this in mind, the Australian StatisticianDr David Gruen is available to meet with you to discuss our plans and hear your views. Please respond to this
email if you would like to take up this opportunitys

We will continue to keep you informed as,we work to reach a final position on the question to be included in the 2026 Census.



Regards,

Duncan Young (he / him)

General Manager

Census and Population Division

Australian Bureau of Statistics

(P) (02) 6252 7807 (MSLIUR

(E) duncan.young@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au




Basics‘

2026 Census Content Development WDB 21/05/2024 04:37 PM

Sent by S¥dd

Send

To @catholicreligious.org.au

cc pcatholicreligious.org.au
bcc NEY4S Dabs.gov.au@M365

Subject

Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census [SEC=OFFICI

Protective Mark OFFICIAL
Information
management [ Personal privacy [ ] Legal privilege [ Legislati Caveat [ ] NATIONAL-CABINET
markers
Categories 04. Engagement\External\Religious and non-religi organisations
>4 7F 6
| am writing to you, in your role thélic Religious Australia, to provide an update on the the question on religious affiliation for the 2026 Census of

Population and Housing. This follews on from our email in March this year, where we contacted your organisation to advise that we were testing potential

changes to the question

<&

wious affiliation for the 2026 Census and to seek feedback on the examples we were proposing to use in our large-scale



Census test. 0

There has recently been some media reporting regarding these potential changes. The ABS released a statement yesterday to clarify what is being
considered and tested which | have linked below:
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/census-media-hub/releases-and-statements/on-the-record/clarification-re spublished-regarding-religious-affiliation-g
uestion-2026-census

As the statement notes, the ABS has not made a decision on the approach for the 2026 Census and jsfstill g and conducting testing. We will
consider the impact of any changes on comparability of data between Censuses, as well as ensuring estion collects the highest quality data,
minimises public burden and is inclusive for all.

. Please also let me know if you do not want to receive further updates from the ABS on 026 Census.

Regards, @

S47F

Co-Director — 2026 Census Content
Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics

As a stakeholder for data on religious affiliation, we are keen to understand your perspec‘ﬁYou can send any feedback to census.content@abs.gov.au
2

(E) census.content@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

Please do not send a response to a personal email address,as individuals may be absent from work and there may be a delay in attending to your query.
The ABS Privacy Policy outlines how the ABS handles an nal information that you provide to us.
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RE: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census [SEC=0OFFICIAL] (Response to: ) Q
2026 Census Content Development WDB S47F 06/06/2024 02:19 PM
OFFICIAL
Basics’
S47TF 06/06/2024 02:19 PM
T 2 P P ©'g 2
Send To ! 847 F @abs.gov.au>, "census.content@absigov.au" <census.content@abs.gov.au>
CC
bcc
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Protective Mark OFFICIAL
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markers
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ﬁAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is

afe. ;

Thankyou for the continued consultation.
This has been an area of great concern.

I would understand your purpose in addressing the gquestion is to maintain maximum comparability, while
trying to maximise a fair and as detailed a response as possible.

The existing question provides the solution to that, if itghas“he addition of example subsets which will

indicate the possibilities within Other to nominate subsefsd oSo the Other list might include
e.g. etc.
(this is just an example , nor have I listed them in any ®articular order)

This will provide the highest quality data (likely tofmaximise responses and comparability), minimises
public burden (ticks are easiest) and is inclusiaveWor all (by indicating more options might be used)

If you were however, to change to the test guestidn, then in fairness
Yes and the answer boxes should sit above No as Yes was the majority answer in 2021.

However changing to the test question #8Wlikely to reduce responses to the question by needing to write
in responses. Ticking a box is easier and ®impler, and more likely to generate a response.

Again, a modification of the exist@ng guestion by the addition of examples of subsets is most likely to
meet the needs of both ABS and ghose@mimnterested in using the data from the question post-census.

With best wishes,

S47F



Association of

Ministerial P)Ps

S4TF
S47F

Association of Ministerial PJPs
ampjp.org.au

Please consider the environment before printing this email

AMPJP acknowledges and respects the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land.

CAUTION:-This message is intended for the addressee named above. It may contain legally privileged or confid
distribute or disclose it or any attachments to anyone other than the addressee. If you have received this me.

ion. If you are not the intended recipient of this message you must not use, copy,
or please return it to the sender by replying to it then delete the message from your computer.

From:NCYAR @abs.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 5:02 PM

Subject: Update: Religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census [SEC=OFFICIAL]

| am writing to provide an update on the the que on lous affiliation for the 2026 Census of Population and Housing. This follows on from our email in March this
year where we advised that we were testing potenii nges to the question on religious affiliation for the 2026 Census and sought feedback on the examples we were
proposing to use in our large-scale Census

There has been some media reportin t | changes to the religious affiliation question for the 2026 Census. The ABS released a statement yesterday to clarify what
is being considered and tested
https://www.abs.gov.au/ceasus/cens dia-hub/releases-and-statements/on-the-record/clarification-reports-published-regarding-religious-affiliation-question-2026-ce




N

As the statement notes, the ABS has not made a decision on the approach for the 2026 Census and is still consulting and conducting testing.\We will consider the impact of

nsus

any changes on comparability of data between Censuses, as well as ensuring the question collects the highest quality data, minimises public burden and is inclusive for all.

As a stakeholder for data on religious affiliation, we are keen to understand your perspectives. You can send any feed sus.content@abs.gov.au .

Regards,

SATF

Co-Director — 2026 Census Content
Population Statistics Branch | Australian Bureau of Statistics

(E) census.content@abs.gov.au (W) www.abs.gov.au

Please do not send a response to a personal email address as individuals may be absen
census.content@abs.gov.au if you do not want to receive further updates regarding,th
The ABS Privacy Policy outlines how the ABS handles any personal information that y rovide to us.




