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Guidelines for automatic coding of survey forms

1. Formis recognised, and

2. Form ID validates, and

3. One only of the Yes or No boxes is marked, and

4. The question or the response box words have not been altered, and

5. There are no marks in the blank spaces to the left or right of the response boxes.
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‘Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry?
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Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry?

Yes [] No []

(mark one box only)

Instructions:
Uisa 2 dark pan
+ Clearly mark only one box

Yes [ ] No ]

{mark one box only)

+ Putyour form (and nothing else)in the enclosed Reply Paid envelope (no stamp needed)
+ Putthat envelope in the mai.. taday if you can!

A response may not be valid:
« #both boxes are marked
+ fthe printed barcode on tis form is missing or atered.

1fyou mske & mistake, G0 1o www.abs.gov.aulcontact or conlact us on 1800 572 113 for & replacement

you ke
survey form straight away.

Yes B’ No [ ]

{mark ane box only)

Auto-coded Response coded as

Yes

Yes E No [ ]

{mark ane box only)

Yes

ves il No [ ]

{mark ane box only)

Yes

Yes [ | No &

{mark ane box only)

No

Yes [ ] No 2§

{mark ane box only)

No

Yes [ | No T

{mark ane box only)

No
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Guidelines for manual coding of survey forms

1. The overarching principle for manual coding of survey responses is to determine
whether the intent of the respondent is clear.

2. Where ticks and crosses are used on the same form, it is reasonable to interpret
the tick as the preference and the cross as the last choice.

3. Where numbers are used, it is assumed a lower number (e.g. 1) represents
the first choice.

4. If the combination of written text and marks in the response boxes makes the
intent of the respondent unclear, the response is coded as ‘Response not clear”.

5. If the operator is unable to make a determination on the clarity of response,
the record/form is escalated to a supervisor for review.
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Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry?

T ——— Sl ]
Example s é B Yes ] No []
> [— (mark one box only)
Manually coded Response coded as Reason
Blank No clear response
Yes [ ] No [ ]
{mark ane box only)
Response not clear No clear response
Yes E No
{mark ane box only)
Response not clear No clear response
Yes hA No g
{mark ane box only)
Yes Clear intention
Yes No 4
{mark ane box only)
No Clear intention
Yesﬂ Nog
{mark ane box only)
Response not clear Question text
altered to modify
<respondent inserts a different g ion or pers with g i ding> .
meaning of the
Yes [ ] No [] question
(mark one box only)
Rl Yes Intention _of _
Should the law be changed to allow same-sexcouptes toTmarTy? -the questlon is
maintained, so
Yes i No [] the response is
(mark one box only) Clear
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Guidelines for manual coding of survey forms

Manually coded

Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry?
arnd ot allow them to adopt chiildren

Response coded as
No

Reason

The question has
been added to
but the intention

Yes [@/] No [&]

{mark ane box only)

ves[] No b/ of the respondent
(mark one box only) iS Sti” Cleal'
Response not clear Unclear intent
— No [ ]
{mark ane box only)
No If response text
Yes [ | No” left intact this is
i considered valid
marking of the
‘no’ response
Yes The mark in the
ves { No [ ‘no’ box is small
and likely to be a
{mark ane box only) .
mistake
Yes Clear intent
No [ ]
{mark one box only)
Yes Clear intent
\)e’% Yes No
{mark one box enly)
Yes Clear intent
Yes b/ No ﬁ
{mark ane box only)
No Clear intent
— No &1
{mark ane box only)
No Clear intent
Yes No
{mark ane box only)
Yes Clear intent
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Guidelines for manual coding of survey forms

Manually coded Response coded as Reason
No Clear intent
Yes [IT] No iﬂ
{mark ane box only)
Yes Clear intent
Yes [i] No [ii]
{mark ane box only)
Yes Clear intent with

\16% Yes [ ] No &

{mark one box only)

written text

No box looks like
a scribble

{mark one box enly)

\lzg Yes [ ] No W]

Response not clear

Unclear intent

D Yes i:] No l:]
{mark one box only)

No Clear intent
Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry? . L )
~ Self-identification
1, dohn Smdh, does not
do npt te] No L invalidate the
agkee . .. fraciona peeny] response (unlike
an election)
No Clear intent

ves i No X ND

{mark one box enly)

Response not clear

Unclear intent

Yes D No M 5
{mark one bax enly) 5’% 5
ARt

No

Clear intent

Extraneous text
ignored
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Guidelines for manual coding of survey forms

Manually coded Response coded as Reason
No Clear intent
Should the law be changed to allow same-sex couples to marry?
Extraneous
ictures ignored
Yes[ | No M P d
(mark one box only)
Yes Clear intent
Yes [ ] No [ ]
p—
{mark ane box only)
No Clear intent

Yes i:] No I:]
———
{mark ane box only)
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