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N  O  T  E  S

A B O U T   T H I S   P U B L I C A T I O N This publication contains preliminary estimates of principal agricultural commodities

and livestock numbers for the 2000–2001 season, intended ewe matings for the

forthcoming season and comparative data for earlier years.

The ABS plans to release second (or near final) commodity estimates at State and

Australian level on the ABS website in May 2002. Final estimates for the 2000–2001

season will be published in July 2002 in Agricultural Commodities, Australia (Cat. no.

7121.0).............................................
C H A N G E S   T O   T H I S   I S S U E The most recent statistics in this publication have been collected for the year ended        

30 June 2001. Prior to 2000, agricultural commodity statistics were collected for years

ended 31 March. The ABS has changed the collection period to 30 June to better align

with other ABS surveys. A study of respondent data indicated that there should be no

significant difference in estimates because of the different reference period.

Estimates for area of cotton and production of cotton lint have been included in the

principal crops table (Table 1).............................................
S Y M B O L S   A N D   O T H E R 

U S A G E S 

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

ACS Agricultural Commodity Survey

EVAO Estimated value of agricultural operations

ha hectare

n.p. not available for publication but included in totals where applicable

p preliminary

SE standard error

r figure or series revised since previous issue

t tonne

* relative SE of 25% to 50%

** relative SE over 50%, estimate is not published

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

. . not applicable

D e n n i s   T r e w i n

A u s t r a l i a n   S t a t i s t i c i a n



S U M M A R Y   O F   F I N D I N G S ..............................................................
AREA OF CROPS

Preliminary estimates for 2000–2001 show increases in the area of all major crops except

lupins and canola.

The estimated area of wheat sown in Australia during 2000–2001 increased by 7% from

12.2 million hectares in 1999–2000 to 13.0 million hectares in 2000–2001. This was a

result of  increased plantings in all States except Queensland. 

The total area of barley planted for grain increased by 42% from 2.6 million hectares in

1999–2000 to 3.7 million hectares in 2000–2001, as farmers responded to better price

prospects for barley and were able to take advantage of the late season break. Significant

increases were recorded in all States apart from Queensland, which fell slightly. The

biggest increase in area planted was recorded in Western Australia, up by 91% to

1.0 million hectares, after very low plantings in the previous season.

The total area of sorghum planted for grain increased by 31% from 622,000 hectares in

1999–2000 to 818,000 hectares in 2000–2001. This was a result of significant increases in

plantings in the main growing States of New South Wales and Queensland (up by

88,300 hectares and 105,000 hectares respectively).

The total area sown to oats increased by 20% to 698,000 hectares in 2000–2001, after

recording a 56 year low the previous year. There were increased plantings recorded in all

States.

The total area of lupins fell for a third successive year. Plantings were down in Western

Australia, the main growing State.

The area planted to canola in Australia fell by 18%, from the record 1.9 million hectares

in 1999–2000 to 1.6 million hectares in 2000–2001. This was mainly due to decreased

plantings in Western Australia, the main growing State.

The area planted to cotton in Australia increased by 28%, from 436,000 hectares in

1999–2000 to an estimated 559,000 hectares in 2000–2001, with increases recorded in

the main growing States of New South Wales and Queensland. The biggest increase in

plantings was in New South Wales, with area up by 40% to 368,000 hectares, after a fall in

the previous year.
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S U M M A R Y   O F   F I N D I N G S   continued...............................................................
PRODUCTION OF CROPS

Production of wheat was down from last year's record, falling by 4% or 991,000 tonnes to

23.8 million tonnes in 2000–2001. This fall was largely due to the drought in Western

Australia, reducing production in that State by 31% or 2.8 million tonnes to 6.2 million

tonnes. Other significant falls were recorded in New South Wales and Queensland with

both States experiencing flood or drought in some areas. In contrast, both Victoria and

South Australia experienced favourable growing conditions with a record crop in South

Australia and a near record crop in Victoria. 

Barley production rose by 43% to 7.2 million tonnes in 2000–2001. The South Australian

and Victorian crops showed significant increases in production due to favourable

conditions in 1999–2000. Drought in Western Australia and flood in New South Wales

partially offset the increased plantings in these States, although both States still recorded

increased production. South Australia was again the main barley producing State,  

increasing by 77% to a record 2.5 million tonnes.

Grain sorghum production remained steady at 2.1 million tonnes. Decreased production

in Queensland, the main producing State, was largely offset by increases in other States.

The estimate for the production of oats revealed little change at 1.1 million tonnes, with

increases in Victoria and South Australia being offset by decreases in New South Wales

and Western Australia. Victoria and Western Australia were the largest producing States

with 384,000 tonnes and 342,000 tonnes respectively. 

The production of lupins fell by nearly 50% due to drought conditions in Western

Australia, the main growing State.

The production of canola fell by 23% to 1.9 million tonnes in 2000–2001 due to a

significant decrease in Western Australia (down 60% to 383,000 tonnes). New South

Wales overtook drought affected Western Australia as the main canola producing State,

with production up by 9% to 898,000 tonnes.

The production of cotton lint remained steady at 696,000 tonnes in 2000–2001, with an

increase in New South Wales being offset by a decrease in Queensland.
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S U M M A R Y   O F   F I N D I N G S   continued..............................................................
LIVESTOCK

Milk cattle

Preliminary estimates of milk cattle numbers indicate an increase in the national herd,

with numbers up by 8% to 3.4 million cattle at 30 June 2001. Increases were recorded in

all States except Queensland, which fell slightly. Victoria continued to dominate the

industry with 2.1 million milk cattle, or 61% of the nation's herd.

Meat cattle

Preliminary estimates indicate continued growth in meat cattle numbers with the

national herd estimated to be 25.4 million head at 30 June 2001. This reflects strong

international demand and the expectation of continued trade advantages from a low

Australian dollar. Increases were recorded in all States except Queensland, which fell by

2% due to the combined effects of increased turnoff and drought conditions. The

Queensland meat cattle herd of 11.3 million head represented 44% of the total herd,

while the New South Wales herd of 6.0 million head represented 24% of the total herd.
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S U M M A R Y   O F   F I N D I N G S   continued..............................................................
LIVESTOCK continued

Sheep and lambs

Preliminary estimates indicate the size of the sheep and lamb flock was 120 million at

30 June 2001. This was up slightly from the previous year. An increase in the Victorian

flock was mostly offset by decreases in New South Wales and Western Australia.

The number of ewes intended to be mated during the year ended 30 June 2002 was

estimated to be 52.8 million head. Actual matings for the year ended 30 June 2001

(51.1 million) were 4% higher than actual matings reported the previous year.

There were 41.7 million lambs marked during the year, which was little changed from

the previous year.

Pigs

Preliminary estimates show a rise in pig numbers, up by 10% to 2.8 million head at

30 June 2001, with increases reported in all States. This increase is believed to reflect

the expectation of continued strong export demand.
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1  AREA AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CROPS(a)......................................................................
   AUSTRALIA..................    2001p.......................................................................

1999 2000 2001p NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT

............................................................................................
WHEAT FOR GRAIN

Area ('000 ha) 11 543 12 168 13 002 3 877 1 259 987 2 119 4 753 7 (b) —
Production ('000 t) 21 465 24 757 23 766 8 380 3 378 1 289 4 484 6 209 25 (b) —

............................................................................................
OATS FOR GRAIN

Area ('000 ha) 909 584 698 169 154 18 84 264 8 (b) —
Production ('000 t) 1 798 1 118 1 131 247 384 9 134 342 15 (b) —

............................................................................................
BARLEY FOR GRAIN

Area ('000 ha) 3 167 2 596 3 675 643 735 123 1 114 1 050 10 (b) —
Production ('000 t) 5 987 5 032 7 196 1 284 1 801 124 2 496 1 464 26 (b) —

............................................................................................
LUPINS FOR GRAIN

Area ('000 ha) 1 406 1 347 1 280 106 38 — 72 1 064 — (b) —
Production ('000 t) 1 696 1 968 1 140 147 52 *— 109 832 — (b) —

............................................................................................
CANOLA

Area ('000 ha) 1 247 1 911 1 562 554 280 4 164 561 — (b) —
Production ('000 t) 1 690 2 460 1 905 898 403 2 218 383 1 (b) —

............................................................................................
COTTON LINT

Area ('000 ha) 446 r436 559 368 (b) 190 (b) 1 (b) (b) (b)
Production ('000 t) 634 r701 696 493 (b) 203 (b) — (b) (b) (b)

............................................................................................
CEREALS FOR HAY

Area ('000 ha) 425 357 439 56 70 49 114 149 2 — *—
Production ('000 t) 1 827 1 429 1 717 237 365 124 512 467 10 — *—

............................................................................................
SUGAR CANE CUT FOR CRUSHING

Area ('000 ha) 402 428 430 18 (b) 409 (b) 3 (b) (b) (b)
Production ('000 t) 38 534 38 165 30 427 1 830 (b) 28 277 (b) 320 (b) (b) (b)

............................................................................................
GRAIN SORGHUM

Area ('000 ha) 587 622 818 289 3 523 (b) *3 (b) — —
Production ('000 t) 1 891 2 116 2 109 870 5 1 228 (b) ** (b) 1 —

............................................................................................
(a) The reference period from 2000 is the year ended 30 June. The reference period for previous years is the year ended

31 March (refer to Explanatory Notes, paragraph 2).

(b) Data not collected.
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2  LIVESTOCK NUMBERS(a)......................................................................
 AUSTRALIA.....................   2001p.........................................................................

1999 2000 2001p NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT

.................................................................................................
MILK CATTLE(b)

Cows in milk and dry ('000) 2 155 2 171 2 281 284 1 443 187 132 72 160 n.p. n.p.
Other milk cattle ('000) 1 065 969 1 115 174 633 109 75 57 67 n.p. n.p.

Total milk cattle ('000) 3 220 3 140 3 396 458 2 076 297 207 128 228 n.p. n.p.

.................................................................................................
MEAT CATTLE

Bulls and bull calves intended for      
 service ('000)

            
528

          
 518 574 136 63 234 28 50 13 49

      
  —

Other calves under one year ('000) 5 740 5 872 6 327 1 632 813 2 452 344 582 135 366 4
Cows and heifers one year and         

over ('000)
              

11 621
             
12 282 12 552 2 979 1 266 5 485 552 1057 213 994 7

Other cattle one year and              
over ('000)

               
  5 469

        
5 774 5 918 1 264 522 3 118 213 394 94 313 1

Total meat cattle ('000) 23 358 24 448 25 372 6 012 2 663 11 289 1 136 2 082 455 1 722 12

.................................................................................................
SHEEP AND LAMBS

Sheep ('000) 85 960 87 852 89 786 32 083 18 411 7 997 9 760 18 683 2 771 (c) 81
Lambs under one year ('000)     29 496 30 699 30 104 11 266 5 941 1 655 4 129 6 379 713 (c) 21

Total sheep and lambs ('000) 115 456 118 552 119 890 43 349 24 351 9 652 13 889 25 062 3 484 ** 102

.................................................................................................
LAMBING

Ewes actually mated  ('000)(d) 49 882 49 386 51 122 18 431 9 914 3 370 6 384 11 594 1 391 (c) 37
Lambs marked ('000) 40 081 41 689 41 718 15 878 8 596 2 000 5 516 8 643 1 055 (c) 30

Proportion of lambs marked to ewes
mated (%)

           
80.4

              
84.4 81.6 86.1 86.7 59.3 86.4 74.5 75.8

             
. . 81.1

Ewes intended to be mated ('000)(e) 52 062 50 162 52 784 19 142 10 501 3 380 6 522 11 700 1 502 (c) 38

.................................................................................................
PIGS

Total pigs ('000) 2 626 2 511 2 763 802 608 608 442 280 22 *2 —

.................................................................................................
(a) The reference period from 2000 is the year ended 30 June. The reference period for previous years is the year ended 31

March (refer to Explanatory Notes, paragraph 2).

(b) Excluding house cows.

(c) Data not collected.

(d) Ewes mated to produce lambs marked in the season shown.

(e) Forecast made at the beginning of each season.

.............................................................................................
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E X P L A N A T O R Y   N O T E S ..............................................................
INTRODUCTION

1  This publication contains preliminary estimates of principal agricultural
commodities and livestock numbers for the 2000–01 season, intended ewe

matings for the forthcoming season, and comparative data for earlier years. These

results are based on a response rate of approximately 65% of establishments from

the 2001 Agricultural Census.

SCOPE AND COVERAGE

2  Estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from the
Agricultural Census conducted at 30 June 2001. Prior to 2000, agricultural

commodity statistics were collected for years ended 31 March. A study of

respondent data indicated that there should be no significant difference in

estimates arising from the change in the reference period.

3  The scope of the 2000–01 Agricultural Census is establishments undertaking
agricultural activity having an estimated value of agricultural operations (EVAO)

of $5,000 or more. This is the same as the scope for Agricultural Censuses from

1993–94 to 1996–97 and for the Agricultural Commodity Surveys from 1997–98 to

1999–2000. Prior to 1993–94 the scope has varied. Details are available on

request.

GENERAL

4  The estimates for earlier years shown in this publication have been revised
where necessary.

5  Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of
the component items and totals.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES (SAMPLE ERROR)

6  The estimates in this publication are based on information provided by the
initial respondents to the Agricultural Census. This group of initial respondents

are considered to represent a suitable sample from which estimates may be made

for commonly undertaken activities for the entire population. As a representative

sample they are subject to sampling variability; that is, they may differ from the

figures that would be produced when all establishments have been reported for

in the Agricultural Census. One measure of the likely difference is given by the

standard error (SE), which indicates the extent to which an estimate might have

varied by chance because only a sample of establishments have been reported

for. There are about two chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less

than one SE from the figure that would have been obtained if all establishments

had been reported for, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference

will be less than two SEs.

7  In this publication, sampling variability of the estimates is measured by the
relative SE which is obtained by expressing the SE as a percentage of the estimate

to which it refers. Most published estimates have relative SEs less than 5%. For

some States with limited production of certain commodities, some relative SEs

are greater than 25%. If an estimate is identified by a single asterisk (e.g. *2) the

relative SE lies between 25% and 50%. If an estimate is identified by a double

asterisk (i.e. **) the relative SE is above 50% and the estimate is not published.

Separate indication of the relative SEs of all estimates is available on request.

.............................................................................................
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E X P L A N A T O R Y   N O T E S   continued..............................................................
RELATIVE STANDARD ERROR OF SELECTED COMMODITIES—As at 30 June 2001
.....................................................................

NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.

Commodity % % % % % % % % %

.....................................................................
Wheat for grain production 0.9 0.9 2.2 0.6 0.6 3.7 . . — 0.4
Oats for grain production 1.8 1.9 8.8 2.7 1.4 3.6 . . — 0.9
Barley for grain production 1.7 1.1 3.1 0.8 1.1 3.1 . . — 0.5
Lupins for grain production 2.8 3.9 33.0 2.6 1.5 17.3 . . — 1.2
Canola production 1.5 1.5 23.8 1.8 1.6 9.7 . . — 0.9
Cotton lint production 5.7 . . 3.6 . . — . . . . . . 4.1
Cereals for hay production 4.9 3.0 4.3 2.0 2.3 6.3 — 47.8 1.3
Sugar cane cut for crushing 

production 2.2 . . 1.1 . . 6.0 . . . . . . 1.1
Grain sorghum production 3.5 23.0 2.1 . . 54.4 . . — — 1.9
Total milk cattle 1.6 0.7 1.5 1.9 2.1 2.2 . . . . 0.5
Total meat cattle 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.3 2.4 1.4 2.4 7.9 0.5
Total sheep and lambs 0.5 0.6 1.6 0.7 0.6 1.4 55.9 8.2 0.3
Total pigs 2.4 5.8 4.1 2.8 2.7 4.6 25.4 — 1.8

ABS DATA AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

8  As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may
have other relevant data available on request. Inquiries should be made to either

Gordon Cameron on Hobart 03 6222 5939 or the National Information and

Referral Service on 1300 135 070.

ELECTRONIC RELEASE

9  The ABS plans to release second (or near final) commodity estimates at State
and Australian level on the ABS website in May 2002. Final estimates for the

2000–2001 season will be published in July 2002 in Agricultural Commodities,

Australia (Cat. no. 7121.0).

GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

10  ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by
individuals, businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued

cooperation is very much appreciated. Without it, the wide range of statistics

published by the ABS would not be available. Information received by the ABS is

treated in strict confidence as required by the Census and Statistics Act 1905.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

11  A range of agricultural publications is produced by the ABS, including:

Agriculture, Australia (Cat. no. 7113.0)

Agricultural Commodities, Australia (Cat. no. 7121.0)

Livestock Products, Australia (Cat. no. 7215.0)

12  Current publications and other standard products and services are listed in
the Catalogue of Publications and Products (Cat. no. 1101.0). The ABS also

issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Release Advice (Cat. no. 1105.0) which lists

publications to be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release

Advice are available from any ABS office.
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F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to

start for access to summary data from our latest

publications, information about the ABS, advice about

upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a

statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and

tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest

library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics

you require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,

call 1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of

Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,

Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price

Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be provided

within five minutes are free of charge. Our information

consultants can also help you to access the full range of

ABS information—ABS user-pays services can be tailored to

your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be

purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with

analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 1041

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and

prompt deliveries of ABS publications and products as they

are released. Email delivery of monthly and quarterly

publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX 03 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001
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Produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
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