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Many individuals and groups contributed to the national Higher Criminal Courts

collection. In particular, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) acknowledges the

valuable contributions of the Board of Management of the National Criminal Courts

Statistics Unit (NCCSU), the NCCSU Advisory Group and the State and Territory agencies

responsible for courts administration.

AC K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Table 1 has been modified since the previous issue. The monthly statistics are no longer

included; instead 1997–98 summary statistics are shown as a comparison to 1998–99

data. In addition, Tables 6 and 7 have been changed to include data on initial plea for

those defendants finalised by a guilty plea.

CH A N G E S I N T H I S I S S U E

The statistics are sourced from the national Higher Criminal Courts collection and have

been compiled according to national standards in order to ensure consistency between

the States and Territories. The Explanatory Notes, Appendices and Glossary provide

detailed information on the data sources, counting rules, terminology, classifications and

other technical aspects associated with this collection.

DA T A CO N S I S T E N C Y

The statistics in this publication provide measures of the volume and flow of criminal

work through the Higher (Supreme and Intermediate) Courts across Australia. These

measures include the number of defendants pending, initiated and finalised in each

State and Territory for the period 1 July 1998 – 30 June 1999.
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This publication presents statistics on the criminal workload of the Higher (Supreme and

Intermediate) Courts of Australia for the period 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999. The Higher

Criminal Courts deal with criminal cases involving serious charges; that is, those relating

to indictable offences. The Higher Courts also hear appeal and civil cases, but these are

not within the scope of this publication.

Statistics are presented separately for the Supreme and Intermediate (District/County)

Court levels. In Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory

there is no Intermediate Court, so the Supreme Court hears all charges relating to

indictable offences. In the States with both a Supreme and Intermediate Court, the

majority of defendants are dealt with in the Intermediate Court and the Supreme Court

is reserved to hear the most serious offences.

There are some significant differences in the nature of the work dealt with at each court

level. In order to make valid comparisons between all the States and Territories, this

commentary focuses on the combined workload of the Supreme and Intermediate

Courts.

The measure of criminal workload presented in this publication is the count of

defendants processed by the Higher Courts. A defendant is a person or corporation who

has been charged before a court with a criminal offence(s) and brought before that court

to face the charge(s). Information is provided on the flow of defendants through the

Higher Courts in terms of two events:

� defendants initiated (i.e. defendants who entered the Higher Courts) during the

reference period; and

� defendants finalised (i.e. defendants who had a final outcome for all charges in the

Higher Courts) during the reference period.

Information is also presented on counts of defendants who were pending (i.e. initiated

but not yet finalised) at the start and end of the reference period.

FLOW OF DEFENDANTS THROUGH THE HIGHER COURTS

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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The Higher Criminal Courts collection, from which the statistics in this publication are

compiled, provides a basis for measuring the volume of work dealt with by the Higher

Courts and the rate at which this work is processed. The workflow measures provided by

these statistics include:

� the total active workload defined as the number of defendants who had charges

active in the Higher Courts during the reference period (i.e. the number of

defendants pending at the start of the reference period plus the number of

defendants initiated during the reference period);

� the total finalised workload defined as the number of defendants who were

finalised in the Higher Courts during the reference period and expressed as a

proportion of the active workload completed;

� the speed with which the justice system deals with the criminal charges laid against

a defendant as measured by the duration or the time taken from initiation to

finalisation; and

� the size and age of the pending workload as measured by the number of defendants

pending at the end of the reference period and the elapsed time since initiation for

those pending defendants.

In 1998–99, there were 18,426 defendants finalised in the Higher Courts (see table 1).

This represented an increase of 10.4% on 1997–98, when 16,683 defendants were

finalised. The median duration since initiation of finalised defendants remained constant

over 1997–98 and 1998–99 at 21.3 weeks. There were also 17, 574 defendants initiated in

1998–99 compared to 17,039 in 1997–98, representing an increase of 3.1%.

While year to year comparisons of initiations are valid, it is not possible to assess the

relativity between initiations and finalisations at the national level and their impact on

the pending counts at the end of the period. This is a consequence of full initiation data

not being available for Queensland. Initiation data for Queensland only contain those

defendants committed to the higher court and exclude initiations by ex-officio, bench

warrant and transfers from other courts (see Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12). The

calculation of cases pending at the end of the reference period — i.e. cases pending at

the start of the reference period, plus initiations, less finalisations equals cases pending

at the end of the reference period — is valid for all other jurisdictions other than QLD.

Excluding Queensland, where pending data are not available, there were 7,877

defendants pending at the end of 1998–99 (see table 12). This represents a 2.6%

increase on the 7,679 defendants pending at the start of 1998–99 (see table 11). The

median elapsed time since initiation of defendants pending at the end of 1998–99

remained relatively stable at 23.9 weeks compared to 22.9 weeks at the beginning of

1998–99.

OV E R V I E W OF CO U R T

WO R K L O A D
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Information on the number of defendants pending at the start of the reference period

was not available for Queensland. Excluding Queensland, the total active workload of the

Higher Courts during 1998–99 was 18,708 defendants. Of the active workload 7,679 or

41.0% of defendants had been initiated before the start of the reference period, and

11,029 defendants were initiated during 1998–99. Nationally, the total active workload

for 1998–99 increased by 823 (4.6%) from the 17,885 defendants reported in 1997–98.

Contributors to this increase were Western Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and the

Australian Capital Territory which rose by 476, 345, 311 and 89 defendants respectively.

The active workload in New South Wales, South Australia and Northern Territory

decreased by 288, 80 and 30 defendants respectively.

TO T A L AC T I V E WO R K L O A D

(a) Rate per 100,000 persons in each age group.

DEFENDANTS FINALISED, RATE BY AGE GROUP

17–19 20–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 40–44 45–49   50 and over
Age group (years)

Rate(a)
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100

200
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Just over half (51.8%) of the defendants finalised in the Higher Courts during 1998–99

were in the 17–29 year age group (see table 5). More than one in five defendants

(22.3%) fell within the 20–24 year age group, which had the highest rate of defendants

finalised at  303.1 per 100,000 persons. Defendants aged between 17–19 years had the

second highest rate, with 275.1 defendants finalised per 100,000 persons in that age

group. Both these groups had a rate that was more than double that of the national rate

of 128.0 defendants finalised per 100,000 adult persons. For older age groups, the rate of

defendants finalised declined consistently as the age of the group increased.

The majority (87.9%) of finalised defendants were male. Queensland had the highest

proportion of female defendants with 14.9% of all defendants finalised, while the

Northern Territory had the lowest with 6.5%.

Generally, the distribution pattern of the age groups was very similar for male and

female defendants, with the highest rate per 100,000 persons recorded in the 20–24 year

age group for both males and females.  The median age of male and female defendants

was almost the same at 28.4 and 28.2 years respectively.  Across the States and

Territories, the median age of defendants was the lowest in Tasmania at 24.4 years of age

and the highest in Victoria at 31.1 years of age (see table 5).

DE F E N D A N T

CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S
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For defendants pending on 30 June 1999, the national median elapsed time since

initiation was 23.9 weeks (excluding Queensland where data were not available)

compared with 22.9 weeks at the beginning of 1998–99. The median elapsed time since

initiation for defendants pending on 30 June 1999 ranged from 13.4 weeks in Tasmania

to 34.0 weeks in New South Wales (see table 12).

Elapsed time since

init iat ion

The pending workload of the Higher Courts is represented by the number of defendants

unfinalised at a point in time. This publication presents data on the number of

defendants pending at the start of the reference period and the number of defendants

pending at the end of the reference period. This information was not available for

Queensland. For the other States and Territories, there were 7,877 defendants pending

at the end of 1998–99, an increase of 198 defendants (2.6%) from the 7,679 defendants

pending at the start of 1998–99. Western Australia and Victoria recorded increases in

pending workload of 305 (19.9%) and 189 (14.5%) respectively. New South Wales

recorded a significant decrease of 342 (8.9%).

PE N D I N G W O R K L O A D

(a) Data for 1996—97 have been revised, see paragraph 27 of the Explanatory Notes.
(b) Data on defendants with charges active in Qld were not available and the number of defendants finalised

for Qld excludes those finalised by a bench warrant being issued.

na not available

na18 426nana16 683naAust.(b)
47.816434354.3138254ACT
66.229244166.0311471NT
72.364288858.4337577Tas.
61.12 8894 73063.92 7184 254WA
67.29361 39368.21 0041 473SA

na7 595nana6 477naQld.(b)
56.01 8933 38357.21 7373 038Vic.
53.34 0157 53050.73 9617 818NSW

%no.no.%no.no.

S t a t e s

and

Te r r i t o r i e s

Completed

Total

finalised

Total

activeCompleted

Total

finalised

Total

active

1998–991997–98(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

DEFENDANTS WITH CHARGES ACTIVE & PROPORTION FINAL ISED

Any comparison of data across States and Territories should take into account the

differences that exist in court procedures and legislation, as these affect the relative

workload of the Higher Courts in each State and Territory.

Excluding Queensland, there were more defendants initiated (11,029) than the number

of defendants finalised (10,831) which contributed to an increase in the pending

workload of the Higher Courts during 1998–99 (see table 1).

Of the 18,708 defendants with charges active in the Higher Courts during 1998–99

(excluding Queensland) there were 10,831 defendants who had their charges finalised,

representing a completion rate of 57.9%. In 1997–98 the completion rate of defendants

with charges active was slightly lower at 55.5%.

TO T A L AC T I V E WO R K L O A D

continued

6 AB S • H I G H E R CR I M I N A L CO U R T S • 45 1 3 . 0 • 19 9 8 – 9 9

S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S  continued



To enable comparisons across States and Territories and with other national criminal

justice statistics, figures are provided that show finalisation rates calculated as number of

defendants finalised per 100,000 adult persons. In 1998–99, there was a national rate of

128.0 defendants finalised per 100,000 adult persons, increasing from 115.7 per 100,000

adult persons recorded in 1997–98.

Queensland had the highest rate of defendants finalised in 1998–99 at 288.6 per 100,000

adults, which was more than double the national rate. The Northern Territory, Western

Australia and Tasmania with rates of 216.4, 207.3 and 180.6 per 100,000 adult persons

respectively, were also higher than the national rate. Victoria had relatively lower rates of

defendants finalised with a rate of 53.2 per 100,000 adults (see table 5).

It should be noted that the types of charges dealt with in each court level are

determined by legislation and procedures and that these vary across the States and

Territories. These differences should be taken into account when comparing rates across

Australia as they have an impact on the variations observed.

Rates of final isat ion

There were 18,426 defendants finalised in the Higher Courts in 1998–99, an increase of

1,743 (10.4%) from the 16,653 defendants finalised during 1997–98. The largest

contributor to the national increase was Queensland where there was an increase of

1,118 (17.3%) defendants finalised. Tasmania had the largest relative increase at 90.5%.

Most of the other States and Territories recorded rises in the number of defendants

finalised in 1998–99. Of the 18,426 Higher Court finalisations in 1998–99, there were

2,392 defendants (13.0%) finalised in the Supreme Courts and 16,034 (87.0%)

defendants finalised in the Intermediate Courts.

F I N A L I S E D W O R K L O A D

(a) Excludes Qld where data on the number of defendants pending were not available.

MEDIAN ELAPSED TIME SINCE INITIATION

NSW Vic. SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.(a)
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Over the reference period, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory

recorded a decrease in the median elapsed time since initiation for pending defendants,

falling from 23.2 weeks to 15.1 weeks and from 31.9 weeks to 22.4 weeks respectively.

The remaining States and Territories reported increases in the median elapsed time. The

highest increases were found in New South Wales and South Australia each with an

increase of 2.1 weeks.

Elapsed time since

init iat ion  continued
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The process involved in adjudicating criminal charges depends on how a defendant

pleads to the charges.  Defendants who plead guilty to all charges have a sentence

hearing to determine the penalty. Defendants who plead not guilty to at least one charge

are typically subject to a trial by jury that determines whether they are acquitted or

found guilty. Whether or not a trial is required to adjudicate a defendant's charge(s) is

important for assessing Higher Court workload. Trials typically take longer and require

greater court resources than sentence hearings.

Adjudicated finalisations are divided on whether or not the defendant was proven guilty.

If none of the charges for a defendant are proven, the defendant is acquitted of all

charges. If at least one charge is proven guilty then the defendant can be sentenced by

the court.

Of the 15,608 defendants with an adjudicated method of finalisation in the Higher

Courts across Australia, there were 14,100 (90.3%) defendants who were proven guilty

while the remaining 1,508 (9.7%) defendants were acquitted (see table 3). Similar

proportions of defendants finalised as proven guilty and as acquitted were reported in

1997–98 at 90.1% and 9.9% respectively.

Defendants proven guilty are differentiated according to the process by which the

charge(s) were adjudicated:  'guilty verdict' refers to defendants who went through a trial

and were found guilty by the court, while 'guilty plea' refers to defendants who admitted

guilt.

Adjudicated final isat ions

Defendants who were finalised by the Higher Courts may have had more than one

charge laid against them and these may have had different outcomes. This publication

presents statistics on the method of finalisation for a defendant. The method of

finalisation for a defendant can be broadly classified into two groups: adjudicated

finalisations and non-adjudicated finalisations (see paragraph 23 of the Explanatory

Notes for the counting methodology).

Adjudicated finalisations refer to defendants whose charge(s) are resolved through a trial

or sentence hearing. The adjudication involves a judgement by the court as to whether

the defendant is guilty of the charge(s) against them and/or a determination of the

penalty to be applied where a defendant is proven guilty. The total number of

defendants finalised by adjudication in 1998–99 was 15,608 (see table 3). This amounted

to 84.7% of the total finalisations, which remained constant with the proportions

reported in 1997–98.

Non-adjudicated methods of finalisation include those where — charges were withdrawn

by the prosecution; the defendant died; a bench warrant was issued for a defendant who

absconded; or an indefinite stay of proceedings was ordered. Defendants finalised by

non-adjudicated methods totalled 2,818. This accounted for 15.3% of the total finalised

population in 1998–99, remaining constant with the proportion reported in 1997–98

(15.0%).

Method of final isat ion
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Information on the plea(s) initially entered by defendants gives an indication of the

potential demand for trials in the Higher Courts, while information on the final plea(s)

entered by defendants provides an indication of the trials that actually took place. Data

on both initial and final pleas are not available for Queensland. Of the 9,244 defendants

finalised by adjudication in the remaining States and Territories, 5,790 entered the

Higher Courts with a not guilty plea and were therefore expected to go to trial (see table

4). Of these defendants, 2,416 (41.7%) maintained a not guilty plea and went through

trial while the remaining 3,374 (58.3%) defendants changed their plea from not guilty to

guilty during proceedings in the Higher Courts.

Of the defendants who were finalised by adjudication, the proportion with an initial plea

of guilty varied considerably amongst the States and Territories ranging from 4.7% in the

Northern Territory to 56.5% in Western Australia. The proportion of defendants

changing their plea from not guilty to guilty was the highest in the Northern Territory

(74.5%) and the lowest in the Australian Capital Territory and Western Australia with

19.5% and 20.0% respectively. As a result of the change in plea, the proportion with a

final plea of guilty ranged from 60.6% in South Australia to 81.3% in Tasmania (see table

4). The proportion of defendants with a final plea of guilty decreased in South Australia

from 69.8% in 1997–98 to 60.6% in 1998–99, while all other States and Territories

remained relatively constant.

Change in plea

Tria l outcom es

Adjudicated m ethods of fina lisation

Proven guilty

Guilty plea Guilty verdict Acquitted

ADJUDICATED METHODS OF FINALISATION
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For the 18,426 defendants finalised in the Higher Courts during 1998–99, the median

duration from initiation to finalisation was 21.3 weeks. This was the same as that

recorded in 1997–98. The median duration was the shortest in Western Australia at 13.0

weeks, followed by Tasmania at 15.1 weeks. New South Wales had the longest median

duration at 35.3 weeks (see table 6).

Ini t iat ion to final isat ion

Duration statistics are presented for all the defendants finalised in the Higher Courts in

1998–99. These figures measure the total time taken to finalise all charges for a

defendant from the date the defendant was initiated. The total duration for a finalised

defendant includes the time taken by the defence and prosecution to prepare their

cases, the time required to list a case and the time taken for any hearings. Actual hearing

time typically occupies only a small proportion of the overall case duration.

A major factor governing the processing time required for a case is whether or not a trial

or defended hearing is required. In general, a defended case will require significantly

greater amounts of court hearing time than will a hearing of a guilty plea. In addition, the

timing of a guilty plea, at initiation or later in the case, will effect the time taken to

finalise the case.

DU R A T I O N OF

DE F E N D A N T S F I N A L I S E D

Of the 3,037 defendants finalised with a trial outcome, 1,508 defendants (49.7%) were

acquitted of all charges and 1,529 defendants (50.3%) received a guilty verdict. There

was variation across the States and Territories in the proportion of defendants who went

to trial and were acquitted, ranging from 26.6% in Tasmania to 56.7% in New South

Wales.

Trial outcomes

(a) Excludes Qld where data on both initial and final pleas were not available.

ADJUDICATED DEFENDANTS, PROPORTION WITH A GUILTY PLEA

NSW Vic. SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.(a)
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Nationally, defendants finalised by guilty plea had a median duration of 16.9 weeks,

ranging from 11.1 weeks in Western Australia to 28.1 weeks in New South Wales.

Defendants finalised by guilty plea are divided into those with an initial plea of guilty (i.e.

initiated for sentence) and those with a initial plea of not guilty (i.e. initiated for trial).

Data on initial plea was not available for Queensland. In most other States and

Territories, the median duration of defendants with a method of finalisation of  'guilty

plea', where the defendant had an initial plea of not guilty, was at least double that of

defendants with an initial plea of guilty.  The Northern Territory was the exception,

where the duration for defendants with an initial plea of not guilty was 18.3 weeks,

compared with 12.3 weeks for defendants with an initial plea of guilty (see table 6).

Where the defendant had an initial plea of guilty, the median duration from initiation to

finalisation ranged from 8.1 weeks in Tasmania to a high of 16.1 weeks in New South

Wales. In contrast, where the defendant had an initial plea of not guilty, the median

duration varied from a low of 18.3 weeks in the Northern Territory to 62.4 weeks in the

Australian Capital Territory.

Final ised by Gui l ty Plea

The median duration from initiation to finalisation varied for different methods of

finalisation. Generally defendants who went to trial took much longer to finalise than

those who were dealt with through a sentence hearing. Defendants finalised in 1998–99

by a trial outcome of guilty verdict or acquitted had the longest median duration times,

at 43.3 and 38.5 weeks respectively, while defendants finalised by guilty plea had a  

shorter median duration of 16.9 weeks (see table 6).

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

—21.321.3Aust.

23.426.921.8ACT
–32.721.431.8NT

7.115.114.1Tas.
3.213.012.6WA
3.421.020.3SA

–0.519.019.1Qld.
8.923.321.4Vic.
9.335.332.3NSW

%weeksweeks

S t a t e s

and

Te r r i t o r i e s

Change

1998–

99

1997–

98

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED, MEDIAN DURAT ION FROM INIT IAT ION TO
FINAL ISAT ION

The Northern Territory was the only State or Territory to record a decrease in the

median duration from 1997–98 to 1998–99 which fell by 10.4 weeks (from 31.8 weeks in

1997–98 to 21.4 weeks in 1998–99). Queensland's median duration remained stable. The

median duration rose in all the other States and Territories with the largest increase

recorded in the Australian Capital Territory (increasing from 21.8 weeks in 1997–98 to

26.9 weeks in 1998–99).

Ini t iat ion to final isat ion

continued
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.

DEFENDANTS FINALISED BY GUILTY PLEA, 
Median Duration from Initiation to Finalisation (a)

NSW

Vic.

SA

WA

Tas.

NT

ACT

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Weeks

Initial Plea of Guilty
Initial Plea of Not Guilty

The duration from initiation to finalisation was generally less than 26 weeks where the

defendant had an initial plea of guilty. Defendants in South Australia, Western Australia

and Tasmania were most likely to have cases completed within 26 weeks at 97.5%, 98.3%

and 99.5% respectively (see table 7). For the other states the proportion of defendants

with an initial plea of guilty finalised within 26 weeks ranged from 63.6% in the Northern

Territory to 88.2% in Victoria. This compares with the proportion of defendants with an

initial plea of not guilty being finalised within 26 weeks ranging from 15.3% in the

Australian Capital Territory to 67.9% in Tasmania.

Final ised by Gui l ty Plea

continued
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(a) Data for defendants initiated in Qld are only available for the Supreme Courts combined, see Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12. The
finalised data for Qld excludes bench warrants being issued. Counts of defendants pending and transferred are not available for Qld.

(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
. . not applicable

na1161602401 536469na1 3013 857Pending at end r
16 6831383113372 7181 0046 4771 7373 961Total finalised r

na. .. .. .3972na55Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .3972na55Total Transferred in

17 0391482504552 7899816 2291 9894 198Total initiated
na1062211221 465492na1 0493 620Pending at start

TOTAL SUPREME AND INTERMEDIATE COURTS(b)

na. .. .. .1 458422na1 2103 647Pending at end r
14 547. .. .. .2 4558905 6641 6623 876Total finalised r

na. .. .. .1552na3—Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .2420na25Total Transferred in
na. .. .. .2 571917na1 8894 073Total initiated
na. .. .. .1 333427na9843 445Pending at start

INTERMEDIATE COURT(b)

na1161602407847na91210Pending at end r
2 1361383113372631148137585Total finalised r

na. .. .. .2420na25Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .1552na3—Total Transferred in
na14825045521864na100125Total initiated
na10622112213265na65175Pending at start

SUPREME COURT

19 9 7 – 1 9 9 8

na1791492461 841457na1 4903 515Pending at end
18 4261642926422 8899367 5951 8934 015Total finalised

na. .. .. .1948na24Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .1948na24Total Transferred in

17 5742272816483 1949246 5452 0823 673Total initiated
na1161602401 536469na1 3013 857Pending at start

TOTAL SUPREME AND INTERMEDIATE COURTS(b)

na. .. .. .1 755418na1 4083 314Pending at end
16 034. .. .. .2 6518666 8191 7983 900Total finalised

na. .. .. .1136na—1Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .812na23Total Transferred in
na. .. .. .2 951886na1 9943 565Total initiated
na. .. .. .1 458422na1 2103 647Pending at start

INTERMEDIATE COURT(b)

na1791492468639na82201Pending at end
2 3921642926422387077695115Total finalised

na. .. .. .812na23Total Transferred out
na. .. .. .1136na—1Total Transferred in
na22728164824338na88108Total initiated
na1161602407847na91210Pending at start

SUPREME COURT

19 9 8 – 1 9 9 9

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSWSt a t u s

DEFENDANTS INIT IATED, FINAL ISED AND PENDING, 1997–98 and 1998–991
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(a) Data for defendants initiated in Qld are only available for the Supreme Courts combined, see Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12. The
finalised data for Qld excludes bench warrants being issued. Counts of defendants pending and transferred are not available for Qld.

(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
. . not applicable

na54.3–6.92.519.9–2.6na14.5–8.9Pending at end
10.418.8–6.190.56.3–6.817.39.01.4Total finalised

3.153.412.442.414.5–5.85.14.7–12.5Total initiated
na9.4–27.696.74.8–4.7na24.06.5Pending at start

TOTAL SUPREME AND INTERMEDIATE COURTS(b)

na. .. .. .20.4–0.9na16.4–9.1Pending at end
10.2. .. .. .8.0–2.720.48.20.6Total finalised

na. .. .. .14.8–3.4na5.6–12.5Total initiated
na. .. .. .9.4–1.2na23.05.9Pending at start

INTERMEDIATE COURT(b)

na54.3–6.92.510.3–17.0na–9.9–4.3Pending at end
12.018.8–6.190.5–9.5–38.6–4.626.735.3Total finalised

na53.412.442.411.5–40.6na–12.0–13.6Total initiated
na9.4–27.696.7–40.9–27.7na40.020.0Pending at start

SUPREME COURT

CH A N G E FR O M 19 9 7 – 1 9 9 8 TO 19 9 8 – 1 9 9 9  ( % )

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSWSt a t u s

DEFENDANTS INIT IATED, FINAL ISED AND PENDING, 1997–98 and 1998–99  continued1
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(a) Data for defendants initiated in Qld are only available for the Supreme and Intermediate Courts combined, see
Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12.

(b) Includes defendants initiated as a result of a re-trial ordered by a Court of Appeal or by a transfer from another court.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
. . not applicable

na. .. .. .100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .0.10.1na0.50.6Other initiation(b)
na. .. .. .3.64.1na1.04.3Bench warrant executed
na. .. .. .—1.1na1.00.3Ex-officio

na. .. .. .96.494.7na97.694.8Total

na. .. .. .46.611.4na46.625.1Committed for sentence
na. .. .. .49.783.3na51.069.7Committed for trial

Committed

PR O P O R T I O N I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )  ( % )

na. .. .. .2 951886na1 9943 565Total

na. .. .. .21na923Other initiation(b)
na. .. .. .10536na19154Bench warrant executed
na. .. .. .—10na199Ex-officio

na. .. .. .2 844839na1 9473 379Total

na. .. .. .1 376101na930894Committed for sentence
na. .. .. .1 468738na1 0172 485Committed for trial

Committed

N U M B E R I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na——0.2——na1.13.7Other initiation(b)
na—10.02.81.67.9na——Bench warrant executed
na—5.00.5—13.2na1.14.6Ex-officio

na100.085.196.698.478.9na97.791.7Total

na38.81.827.946.5—na11.42.8Committed for sentence
na61.283.368.751.978.9na86.488.9Committed for trial

Committed

PR O P O R T I O N I N SU P R E M E CO U R T  ( % )

na22728164824338na88108Total

na——1——na14Other initiation(b)
na—281843na——Bench warrant executed
na—143—5na15Ex-officio

na22723962623930na8699Total

na885181113—na103Committed for sentence
na13923444512630na7696Committed for trial

Committed

N U M B E R I N SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSWMe t h o d o f i n i t i a t i o n

DEFENDANTS INIT IATED, Method of In i t ia t i on2
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(a) Data for defendants initiated in Qld are only available for the Supreme and Intermediate Courts combined, see
Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12.

(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.
(c) Data on defendants initiated by ex-officio, bench warrant executed or other initiation methods are currently not available

for Qld, see Explanatory Notes, paragraph 12.
(d) Includes defendants initiated as a result of a re-trial ordered by a Court of Appeal or by a transfer from another court.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(c)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

(c)0.2——0.20.10.1na0.50.7Other initiation(d)
(c)2.1—10.02.83.44.2na0.94.2Bench warrant executed
(c)0.4—5.00.5—1.6na1.00.4Ex-officio

97.3100.085.196.696.594.0100.097.694.7Total

25.038.81.827.946.610.910.545.124.4Committed for sentence
72.361.283.368.749.983.189.552.570.3Committed for trial

Committed

PR O P O R T I O N IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )  (% )

(c)17 5742272816483 194924(c)6 5452 0823 673Total

(c)41——121na1027Other initiation(d)
(c)367—281810939na19154Bench warrant executed

(c)66—143—15na2014Ex-officio

17 1002272396263 0838696 5452 0333 478Total

4 3868851811 489101685940897Committed for sentence
12 7141392344451 5947685 8601 0932 581Committed for trial

Committed

T O T A L N U M B E R IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSWMe t h o d o f i n i t i a t i o n

DEFENDANTS INIT IATED, Method of In i t ia t i on  continued2
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(a) These totals exclude Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(b) Includes defendants who were remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another non-adjudicated method.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
. . not applicable

(a)16 034. .. .. .2 651866(a)6 8191 7983 900Total

(a)2 477. .. .. .348201(a)1 144115669Total

92. .. .. .18201251Other finalisation(b)
1 996. .. .. .2021321 14390429Withdrawn
(a)389. .. .. .12849na23189Bench warrant issued

Non-adjudicated

13 557. .. .. .2 3036655 6751 6833 231Total

12 217. .. .. .2 0755925 3011 5022 747Total

11 001. .. .. .1 8104744 9801 3452 392Guilty plea
1 216. .. .. .265118321157355Guilty verdict

Proven guilty
1 340. .. .. .22873374181484Acquitted

Adjudicated

NU M B E R I N I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )

(a)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(a)100.0100.0100.0Total

(a)14.318.919.520.94.67.1(a)11.21.113.0Total

0.92.4—2.2————2.6Other finalisation(b)
10.314.08.613.43.45.711.21.110.4Withdrawn

(a)3.12.411.05.31.31.4na——Bench warrant issued
Non-adjudicated

85.781.180.579.195.492.988.898.987.0Total

78.772.072.675.288.760.086.082.162.6Total

65.656.764.064.567.622.980.342.131.3Guilty plea
13.115.28.610.721.037.15.740.031.3Guilty verdict

Proven guilty
7.09.17.93.96.732.92.816.824.3Acquitted

Adjudicated

PR O P O R T I O N I N SU P R E M E CO U R T  (% )

(a)2 39216429264223870(a)77695115Total

(a)3413157134115(a)87115Total

214—14————3Other finalisation(b)
2462325868487112Withdrawn

(a)744323431na——Bench warrant issued
Non-adjudicated

2 0511332355082276568994100Total

1 883118212483211426677872Total

1 57093187414161166234036Guilty plea
3132525695026443836Guilty verdict

Proven guilty
1681523251623221628Acquitted

Adjudicated

NU M B E R I N SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED, Method of Fina l i sa t ion3
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(a) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.
(b) These totals exclude Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(c) Includes defendants who were remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another non-adjudicated method.

. . not applicable
na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(b)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(b)100.0100.0100.0Total

(b)15.318.919.520.912.422.0(b)16.26.117.0Total

0.62.4—2.20.62.1—0.11.3Other finalisation(c)
12.214.08.613.47.314.516.24.811.0Withdrawn

(b)2.52.411.05.34.55.3na1.24.7Bench warrant issued
Non-adjudicated

84.781.180.579.187.678.083.893.983.0Total

76.572.072.675.279.167.778.683.570.2Total

68.256.764.064.568.252.473.873.260.5Guilty plea
8.315.28.610.710.915.44.810.39.7Guilty verdict

Proven guilty
8.29.17.93.98.410.35.210.412.8Acquitted

Adjudicated

PR O P O R T I O N I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (a )  (% )

(b)18 4261642926422 889936(b)7 5951 8934 015Total

(b)2 8183157134359206(b)1 231116684Total

1134—1418201254Other finalisation(c)
2 2422325862101361 23091441Withdrawn
(b)4634323413150na23189Bench warrant issued

Non-adjudicated

15 6081332355082 5307306 3641 7773 331Total

14 1001182124832 2866345 9681 5802 819Total

12 571931874141 9714905 6031 3852 428Guilty plea
1 529252569315144365195391Guilty verdict

Proven guilty

1 50815232524496396197512Acquitted
Adjudicated

T O T A L NU M B E R IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (a )

(b)100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0(b)100.0100.0100.0Total

(b)15.4. .. .. .13.123.2(b)16.86.417.2Total

0.6. .. .. .0.72.3—0.11.3Other finalisation(c)
12.4. .. .. .7.615.216.85.011.0Withdrawn

(b)2.4. .. .. .4.85.7na1.34.8Bench warrant issued
Non-adjudicated

84.6. .. .. .86.976.883.293.682.8Total

76.2. .. .. .78.368.477.783.570.4Total

68.6. .. .. .68.354.773.074.861.3Guilty plea
7.6. .. .. .10.013.64.78.79.1Guilty verdict

Proven guilty

8.4. .. .. .8.68.45.510.112.4Acquitted
Adjudicated

PR O P O R T I O N I N I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (a )  (% )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED, Method of Fina l i sa t ion  continued3
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(a) Includes defendants who were acquitted, pleaded guilty or received a guilty verdict.
(b) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
. . not applicable

100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .——na——Initial/final plea unknown

na. .. .. .21.347.8na28.948.0Total

na. .. .. .0.70.3na0.2—Guilty to not guilty
na. .. .. .20.647.5na28.848.0Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na. .. .. .78.752.2na71.152.0Total

na. .. .. .57.017.1na50.124.3Guilty
na. .. .. .21.735.0na20.927.7Not guilty

No change in plea

PR O P O R T I O N I N I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )  ( % )

13 557. .. .. .2 3036655 6751 6833 231Total

na. .. .. .——na——Initial/final plea unknown

na. .. .. .491318na4871 552Total

na. .. .. .172na31Guilty to not guilty
na. .. .. .474316na4841 551Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na. .. .. .1 812347na1 1961 679Total

na. .. .. .1 312114na844784Guilty
na. .. .. .500233na352895Not guilty

No change in plea

NU M B E R I N I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

na—————na——Initial/final plea unknown

na19.574.948.414.515.4na34.028.0Total

na—0.40.2——na——Guilty to not guilty
na19.574.548.214.515.4na34.028.0Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na80.525.151.685.584.6na66.072.0Total

na50.44.733.151.53.1na8.52.0Guilty
na30.120.418.533.981.5na57.470.0Not guilty

No change in plea

PR O P O R T I O N I N SU P R E M E CO U R T  (% )

2 0511332355082276568994100Total

na—————na——Initial/final plea unknown

na261762463310na3228Total

na—11——na——Guilty to not guilty
na261752453310na3228Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na1075926219455na6272Total

na67111681172na82Guilty
na4048947753na5470Not guilty

No change in plea

N U M B E R I N SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSW

In i t i a l an d f i n a l

p l e a s t a t u s

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED  BY ADJUDICAT ION (a) , In i t i a l and Final Plea Status4
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(a) Includes defendants who were acquitted, pleaded guilty or received a guilty verdict.
(b) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

na—————na——Initial/final plea unknown

na19.574.948.420.744.9na29.247.4Total

na—0.40.20.70.3na0.2—Guilty to not guilty
na19.574.548.220.044.7na29.047.4Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na80.525.151.679.355.1na70.852.6Total

na50.44.733.156.515.9na47.923.6Guilty
na30.120.418.522.839.2na22.829.0Not guilty

No change in plea

PR O P O R T I O N I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (c )  (% )

15 6081332355082 5307306 3641 7773 331Total

na—————na——Initial/final plea unknown

na26176246524328na5191 580Total

na—11172na31Guilty to not guilty
na26175245507326na5161 579Not guilty to guilty

Change in plea

na107592622 006402na1 2581 751Total

na67111681 429116na852786Guilty
na404894577286na406965Not guilty

No change in plea

TO T A L NU M B E R IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (c )

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSW

In i t i a l an d f i n a l

p l e a s t a t u s

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED  BY ADJUDICAT ION (a) , In i t i a l and Final Plea Status  continued4
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(a) Age is calculated at the defendant's date of finalisation.
(b) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

18 4261642926422 8899367 5951 8934 015Total

8————413—Organisations

31.531.130.428.229.932.930.534.133.4Mean age (years)

28.428.328.224.426.530.327.631.130.3Median age (years)

18 4181642926422 8899327 5941 8904 015Total

1 0672—354219352131Unknown
1 4151018361527845122344750 and over

895712361135131412623645–49
1 3671121262178347318235440–44
1 82420384827011265820946935–39
2 23323365930814087726252830–34
3 2693749985641961 21733777125–29
4 11243621638531851 57137486120–24
2 1731044158355611 09815529217–19

631121535—126Under 17
Persons

30.832.134.331.528.033.230.233.133.0Mean age (years)

28.229.635.931.325.530.428.130.030.1Median age (years)

2 2261419513501161 130203343Total

157———8513734Unknown
12011161049193350 and over

931—71184071945–49
16723524979222340–44
2552783113113275435–39
2651153017143254330–34
4023657918189465625–29
4951—1111330237287520–24
2583—5456143263017–19

14—143———6Under 17
Female

31.631.130.227.930.232.830.634.233.5Mean age (years)

28.428.327.923.826.730.227.531.230.3Median age (years)

16 1921502735912 5398166 4641 6873 672Total

9102—346167981827Unknown
1 295917351466840220441450 and over

802612291024327411921745–49
1 200918211937439416033140–44
1 5691831402399954518241535–39
1 96822355427812373423748530–34
2 8673443934851781 02829171525–29
3 61742621527401551 33434678620–24
1 9157441533105595512926217–19

4911111—5—120Under 17
Male

T O T A L N U M B E R IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (c )

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSW

Se x an d ag e g r o u p

( y e a r s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED (a) , Sex and Age Group5
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(a) Age is calculated at the defendant's date of finalisation.
(b) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

—————0.4—0.2—Organisations
12.18.56.57.912.112.414.910.78.5Female
87.991.593.592.187.987.285.189.191.5Male

Defendants

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

5.81.2—0.51.92.312.31.10.8Unknown
7.76.16.25.65.38.45.911.811.150 and over
4.94.34.15.63.95.54.16.75.945–49
7.46.77.24.07.58.96.29.68.840–44
9.912.213.07.59.312.08.711.111.735–39

12.114.012.39.210.715.011.513.913.230–34
17.722.616.815.319.521.016.017.819.225–29
22.326.221.225.429.519.820.719.821.420–24
11.86.115.124.612.36.514.58.27.317–19

0.30.64.12.30.10.5—0.10.6Under 17
Persons

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

7.1———2.34.312.11.51.2Unknown
5.47.15.32.01.78.64.39.49.650 and over
4.27.1—13.73.16.93.53.45.545–49
7.514.315.89.86.97.87.010.86.740–44

11.514.336.815.78.911.210.013.315.735–39
11.97.15.39.88.614.712.712.312.530–34
18.121.431.69.822.615.516.722.716.325–29
22.27.1—21.632.325.921.013.821.920–24
11.621.4—9.812.95.212.712.88.717–19

0.6—5.37.80.9———1.7Under 17
Female

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

5.61.3—0.51.82.012.31.10.7Unknown
8.06.06.25.95.88.36.212.111.350 and over
5.04.04.44.94.05.34.27.15.945–49
7.46.06.63.67.69.16.19.59.040–44
9.712.011.46.89.412.18.410.811.335–39

12.214.712.89.110.915.111.414.013.230–34
17.722.715.815.719.121.815.917.219.525–29
22.328.022.725.729.119.020.620.521.420–24
11.84.716.125.912.26.714.87.67.117–19

0.30.74.01.9—0.6—0.10.5Under 17
Male

PR O P O R T I O N I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (c )  (% )

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSW

Se x an d ag e g r o u p

( y e a r s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED (a) , Sex and Age Group  continued5
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(a) Age is calculated at the defendant's date of finalisation.
(b) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

128.070.1216.4180.6207.380.8288.653.282.3Total

27.614.665.626.532.917.549.317.225.150 and over
68.029.593.7108.385.048.2128.239.053.745–49
96.946.0143.773.2151.674.7182.752.274.540–44

121.580.2224.7130.5180.495.9238.956.492.035–39
158.196.0202.2185.3219.4130.2341.873.1111.130–34
221.4140.8245.3306.5383.7181.7442.990.3155.625–29
303.1156.8367.8539.9612.4184.6615.7109.6192.920–24
275.165.6516.7786.9444.0103.4726.279.9111.517–19

1.41.321.313.00.71.5—0.11.7Under 17
Persons

30.511.830.127.950.219.785.35.613.8Total

4.52.88.21.42.54.210.42.83.550 and over
14.28.2—42.216.815.033.04.38.745–49
23.616.242.827.933.616.160.912.59.740–44
33.915.787.742.641.722.181.614.521.235–39
37.48.211.730.643.131.8111.213.818.130–34
54.622.863.330.8110.333.9138.324.622.525–29
67.141.4—50.9115.420.8194.527.423.617–19

0.6—3.77.11.4———0.8Under 17
Female

228.2129.8379.6341.4364.5144.6494.795.7152.9Total

53.127.3111.354.665.232.790.733.549.150 and over
121.551.7173.9174.4151.281.9221.374.398.245–49
170.577.6236.5119.4269.1133.8304.992.6139.240–44
209.4147.1347.3222.2317.4170.4398.298.8162.535–39
279.4186.4378.4348.8392.8227.4573.4133.6204.330–34
387.0259.6409.6590.5646.9324.9744.2156.1289.525–29
523.1294.4692.2993.71 036.1301.11 030.6199.0347.020–24
472.687.6979.31 492.4756.7182.41 229.5130.2194.717–19

2.12.637.818.6—2.9—0.22.6Under 17
Male

RA T E OF H I G H E R CO U R T S DE F E N D A N T S PE R 10 0 , 0 0 0 AD U L T PE R S O N S (c )

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSW

Se x an d ag e g r o u p

( y e a r s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED (a) , Sex and Age Group  continued5
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.

na not available
. . not applicable

(c)2 39216429264223870(c)77695115Total Defendants

20.326.921.415.114.934.919.440.177.1Median (weeks)

29.236.530.620.221.540.625.548.184.1Mean (weeks)

Total defendants finalised

(c)3413157134115(c)87115Total Defendants
24.649.322.718.026.021.129.153.6111.1Median (weeks)

35.346.434.623.523.825.939.753.6105.2Mean (weeks)

Other finalisation(b)

na67111681172na82Total Defendants
na13.912.38.112.11.8na7.433.4Median (weeks)

na17.026.68.513.01.8na9.133.4Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na261762464414na3234Total Defendants
na62.418.320.117.131.3na37.469.9Median (weeks)

na60.526.222.222.838.1na52.778.4Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

1 57093187414161166234036Total Defendants
15.616.118.312.312.631.317.135.168.3Median (weeks)

22.829.226.216.615.733.522.144.075.9Mean (weeks)

Guilty Plea

3132525695026443836Total Defendants
37.438.030.322.131.039.230.047.685.4Median (weeks)

45.442.143.129.235.248.339.353.591.3Mean (weeks)

Guilty verdict

1681523251623221628Total Defendants
40.049.635.136.024.437.636.443.061.4Median (weeks)

46.552.442.235.935.740.039.745.474.0Mean (weeks)

Acquitted

SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f f i n a l i s a t i o n  an d

su m m a r y du r a t i o n

me a s u r e s
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(a) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.
(b) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(c) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(d) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.

. . not applicable
na not available

(d)16 034. .. .. .2 651866(d)6 8191 7983 900Total Defendants

21.4. .. .. .12.719.919.022.334.3Median (weeks)

32.1. .. .. .26.523.225.933.248.1Mean (weeks)

Total defendants finalised

(d)2 477. .. .. .348201(d)1 144115669Total Defendants
25.9. .. .. .18.217.323.630.140.9Median (weeks)

38.1. .. .. .30.620.733.338.855.4Mean (weeks)

Other finalisation(c)

na. .. .. .1 313115na844784Total Defendants
na. .. .. .10.09.4na13.016.1Median (weeks)

na. .. .. .10.811.5na17.320.5Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Guilty(b)

na. .. .. .497359na5011 608Total Defendants
na. .. .. .25.619.6na42.736.1Median (weeks)

na. .. .. .35.122.8na48.847.4Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(b)

11 001. .. .. .1 8104744 9801 3452 392Total Defendants
17.1. .. .. .10.917.017.017.727.7Median (weeks)

26.2. .. .. .17.520.123.229.038.6Mean (weeks)

Guilty Plea

1 216. .. .. .265118321157355Total Defendants
44.6. .. .. .58.127.931.046.365.0Median (weeks)

54.9. .. .. .56.630.635.453.879.7Mean (weeks)

Guilty verdict

1 340. .. .. .22873374181484Total Defendants
38.2. .. .. .60.128.328.038.149.3Median (weeks)

48.4. .. .. .56.538.030.943.261.7Mean (weeks)

Acquitted

I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (a )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f f i n a l i s a t i o n  an d

su m m a r y du r a t i o n

me a s u r e s

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED,  In i t ia t ion to Fina l i sa t ion  continued6
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(a) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.
(b) Excludes Qld defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(c) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.

na not available

(b)18 4261642926422 889936(b)7 5951 8934 015Total Defendants

21.326.921.415.113.021.019.023.335.3Median (weeks)

31.736.530.620.226.024.525.934.049.1Mean (weeks)

Total defendants finalised

(b)2 8183157134359206(b)1 231116684Total Defendants
25.649.322.718.018.617.424.030.241.4Median (weeks)

37.846.434.623.530.420.833.838.956.5Mean (weeks)

Other finalisation(c)

na67111681 430117na852786Total Defendants
na13.912.38.110.19.4na13.016.1Median (weeks)

na17.026.68.511.011.3na17.220.6Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Guilty(b)

na26176246541373na5331 642Total Defendants
na62.418.320.124.620.4na42.136.5Median (weeks)

na60.526.222.234.123.4na49.148.1Mean (weeks)

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(b)

12 571931874141 9714905 6031 3852 428Total Defendants
16.916.118.312.311.117.017.018.028.1Median (weeks)

25.829.226.216.617.320.523.129.539.2Mean (weeks)

Guilty Plea

1 529252569315144365195391Total Defendants
43.338.030.322.153.430.030.446.367.3Median (weeks)

52.942.143.129.253.233.835.853.780.8Mean (weeks)

Guilty verdict

1 50815232524496396197512Total Defendants
38.549.635.136.058.631.428.138.451.0Median (weeks)

48.252.442.235.955.138.531.443.462.4Mean (weeks)

Acquitted

TO T A L H I G H E R CO U R T S (a )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f f i n a l i s a t i o n  an d

su m m a r y du r a t i o n

me a s u r e s

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED,  In i t ia t ion to Fina l i sa t ion  continued6
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available

(c)2 39216429264223870(c)77695115Total

38049593792188288952 or more
19414194021855261139 and under 52
358204993292511023926 and under 39
701477020186112766413 and under 26
7593495271935247122Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)3413157134115(c)87115Total

69141612—11511052 or more
335591—13——39 and under 52
6225235122—426 and under 39
98611491228—113 and under 26
7942041419——Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na67111681172na82Total

na22———na——52 or more
na11—1—na—139 and under 52
na7112—na——26 and under 39
na2913141—na1113 and under 26
na286136732na7—Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na261762464414na3234Total

na15241214na62652 or more
na382261na9439 and under 52
na4304587na10326 and under 39
na35192151na3—13 and under 26
na16375141na41Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

1 57093187414161166234036Total

146172612145462652 or more
90492271339539 and under 52

1941131461077610326 and under 39
50332521235612344113 and under 26
6372969211873226111Under 13

Guilty plea

3132525695026443836Total

107119961112163352 or more
42136122611139 and under 52
606414107811—26 and under 39
7165222269—113 and under 26
331418——9—1Under 13

Guilty verdict

1681523251623221628Total

5878425752052 or more
294231536539 and under 52
42191041042226 and under 39
293277252113 and under 26
10—212131—Under 13

Acquitted

NU M B E R IN SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED,  Dura t ion from In i t ia t ion to Fina l i sa t ion7
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available

(c)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

15.929.920.25.83.830.011.329.577.452 or more
8.18.56.56.28.811.47.127.49.639 and under 52

15.012.216.814.512.235.714.224.27.826 and under 39
29.328.724.031.336.115.735.66.33.513 and under 26
31.720.732.542.239.17.131.812.61.7Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

20.245.228.19.0—20.017.2100.066.752 or more
9.716.18.86.79.1—14.9——39 and under 52

18.26.58.817.245.520.025.3—26.726 and under 39
28.719.419.336.69.140.032.2—6.713 and under 26
23.212.935.130.636.420.010.3——Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na3.018.2———na——52 or more
na1.59.1—0.9—na—50.039 and under 52
na10.49.10.61.7—na——26 and under 39
na43.39.118.535.0—na12.550.013 and under 26
na41.854.581.062.4100.0na87.5—Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na57.713.64.92.328.6na18.876.552 or more
na11.54.58.913.67.1na28.111.839 and under 52
na15.417.018.318.250.0na31.38.826 and under 39
na11.529.037.434.17.1na9.4—13 and under 26
na3.835.830.531.87.1na12.52.9Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

9.318.313.92.90.625.08.715.072.252 or more
5.74.34.85.34.36.35.322.513.939 and under 52

12.411.816.611.16.243.812.225.08.326 and under 39
32.034.427.829.734.86.337.610.02.813 and under 26
40.631.236.951.054.018.836.327.52.8Under 13

Guilty plea

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

34.244.036.013.012.042.327.342.191.752 or more
13.44.012.08.724.07.713.628.92.839 and under 52
19.224.016.020.320.026.918.228.9—26 and under 39
22.724.020.031.944.023.120.5—2.813 and under 26
10.54.016.026.1——20.5—2.8Under 13

Guilty verdict

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

34.546.734.816.012.521.731.831.371.452 or more
17.326.78.712.06.321.713.637.517.939 and under 52
25.06.739.140.025.043.518.212.57.126 and under 39
17.320.08.728.043.88.722.712.53.613 and under 26

6.0—8.74.012.54.313.66.3—Under 13
Acquitted

P R O P O R T I O N IN SU P R E M E CO U R T  ( % )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED,  Dura t ion from In i t ia t ion to Fina l i sa t ion  continued7
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(d) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

. . not applicable
na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(c)16 034. .. .. .2 651866(c)6 8191 7983 900Total

2 885. .. .. .509446483981 28652 or more
1 377. .. .. .1597153914746139 and under 52
2 558. .. .. .1671771 25625770126 and under 39
4 303. .. .. .4713052 09452490913 and under 26
4 911. .. .. .1 3452692 282472543Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)2 477. .. .. .348201(c)1 144115669Total

550. .. .. .6981743326652 or more
262. .. .. .282012388339 and under 52
426. .. .. .41352182310926 and under 39
623. .. .. .73553443112013 and under 26
616. .. .. .137832852091Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na. .. .. .1 313115na844784Total

na. .. .. .1—na264452 or more
na. .. .. .11na243639 and under 52
na. .. .. .192na5011626 and under 39
na. .. .. .23836na33529413 and under 26
na. .. .. .1 05476na409294Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na. .. .. .497359na5011 608Total

na. .. .. .13916na20751652 or more
na. .. .. .6421na6821739 and under 52
na. .. .. .4374na11436026 and under 39
na. .. .. .114152na8837213 and under 26
na. .. .. .13796na24143Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

11 001. .. .. .1 8104744 9801 3452 392Total

1 327. .. .. .1401637823356052 or more
757. .. .. .65223259225339 and under 52

1 599. .. .. .627682116447626 and under 39
3 183. .. .. .3521881 55442366613 and under 26
4 135. .. .. .1 1911721 902433437Under 13

Guilty plea

1 216. .. .. .265118321157355Total

519. .. .. .1559606423152 or more
186. .. .. .411941295639 and under 52
241. .. .. .314296343826 and under 39
201. .. .. .263981292613 and under 26

69. .. .. .1294314Under 13
Guilty verdict

1 340. .. .. .22873374181484Total

489. .. .. .14511366822952 or more
172. .. .. .251050186939 and under 52
292. .. .. .3324121367826 and under 39
296. .. .. .2023115419713 and under 26

Acquitted

N U M B E R IN IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (d )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED,  Dura t ion from In i t ia t ion to Fina l i sa t ion  continued7
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(d) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

. . not applicable
na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(c)100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

18.0. .. .. .19.25.19.522.133.052 or more
8.6. .. .. .6.08.27.98.211.839 and under 52

16.0. .. .. .6.320.418.414.318.026 and under 39
26.8. .. .. .17.835.230.729.123.313 and under 26
30.6. .. .. .50.731.133.526.313.9Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

22.2. .. .. .19.84.015.228.739.852 or more
10.6. .. .. .8.010.010.87.012.439 and under 52
17.2. .. .. .11.817.419.120.016.326 and under 39
25.2. .. .. .21.027.430.127.017.913 and under 26
24.9. .. .. .39.441.324.917.413.6Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na. .. .. .100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .0.1—na3.15.652 or more
na. .. .. .0.10.9na2.84.639 and under 52
na. .. .. .1.41.7na5.914.826 and under 39
na. .. .. .18.131.3na39.737.513 and under 26
na. .. .. .80.366.1na48.537.5Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na. .. .. .100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .28.04.5na41.332.152 or more
na. .. .. .12.95.8na13.613.539 and under 52
na. .. .. .8.720.6na22.822.426 and under 39
na. .. .. .22.942.3na17.623.113 and under 26
na. .. .. .27.626.7na4.88.9Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

12.1. .. .. .7.73.47.617.323.452 or more
6.9. .. .. .3.64.66.56.810.639 and under 52

14.5. .. .. .3.416.016.512.219.926 and under 39
28.9. .. .. .19.439.731.231.427.813 and under 26
37.6. .. .. .65.836.338.232.218.3Under 13

Guilty plea

100.0. .. .. .100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

42.7. .. .. .58.57.618.740.865.152 or more
15.3. .. .. .15.516.112.818.515.839 and under 52
19.8. .. .. .11.735.629.921.710.726 and under 39
16.5. .. .. .9.833.125.218.57.313 and under 26

5.7. .. .. .4.57.613.40.61.1Under 13
Guilty verdict

36.5. .. .. .63.615.19.637.647.352 or more
12.8. .. .. .11.013.713.49.914.339 and under 52
21.8. .. .. .14.532.932.419.916.126 and under 39
22.1. .. .. .8.831.530.722.720.013 and under 26

6.8. .. .. .2.26.813.99.92.3Under 13
Acquitted

P R O P O R T I O N IN IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (d )  ( % )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(d) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

. . not applicable
na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(c)18 4261642926422 889936(c)7 5951 8934 015Total

3 265495937518657364261 37552 or more
1 5711419401807959417347239 and under 52
2 9162049931962021 36628071026 and under 39
5 00447702015573162 37053091313 and under 26
5 67034952711 4382742 529484545Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)2 8183157134359206(c)1 231116684Total

6191416126991893427652 or more
295559292013688339 and under 52
488252346362402311326 and under 39
7216114974573723112113 and under 26
69542041141842942091Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na67111681 430117na852786Total

na22—1—na264452 or more
na11—21na243739 and under 52
na711212na5011626 and under 39
na2913127936na33629513 and under 26
na2861361 12778na416294Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na26176246541373na5331 642Total

na15241214020na21354252 or more
na38227022na7722139 and under 52
na430455181na12436326 and under 39
na35192129153na9137213 and under 26
na1637515197. .28144Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

12 571931874141 9714905 6031 3852 428Total

1 4731726121412043223958652 or more
8474922722335810125839 and under 52

1 793113146728389717447926 and under 39
3 68632521234081891 78842766713 and under 26
4 77229692111 2781752 128444438Under 13

Guilty plea

1 529252569315144365195391Total

626119916120728026452 or more
228136532147405739 and under 52
2726522484590292713 and under 26
10214181295215Under 13

Guilty verdict
1 50815232524496396197512Total

54778414716437324952 or more
201423261553247439 and under 52
33419103734125388026 and under 39
3253272725120439813 and under 26
101—2176551911Under 13

Acquitted

TO T A L N U M B E R I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (d )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )
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(a) Information on both initial and final pleas was not available in Qld.
(b) Includes defendants who were withdrawn by the prosecution, remitted to the Magistrates Court or finalised by another

non-adjudicated method.
(c) Excludes defendants finalised by a bench warrant being issued.
(d) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

(c)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

17.729.920.25.817.96.99.722.534.252 or more
8.58.56.56.26.28.47.89.111.839 and under 52

15.812.216.814.56.821.618.014.817.726 and under 39
27.228.724.031.319.333.831.228.022.713 and under 26
30.820.732.542.249.829.333.325.613.6Under 13

Total defendants finalised

(c)100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0(c)100.0100.0100.0Total

22.045.228.19.019.24.415.429.340.452 or more
10.516.18.86.78.19.711.06.912.139 and under 52
17.36.58.817.212.817.519.519.816.526 and under 39
25.619.419.336.620.627.730.226.717.713 and under 26
24.712.935.130.639.340.823.917.213.3Under 13

Other finalisation(b)

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na3.018.2—0.1—na3.15.652 or more
na1.59.1—0.10.9na2.84.739 and under 52
na10.49.10.61.51.7na5.914.826 and under 39
na43.39.118.519.530.8na39.437.513 and under 26
na41.854.581.078.866.7na48.837.4Under 13

Initial Plea of Guilty(a)

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na57.713.64.925.95.4na40.033.052 or more
na11.54.58.912.95.9na14.413.539 and under 52
na15.417.018.39.421.7na23.322.126 and under 39
na11.529.037.423.841.0na17.122.713 and under 26
na3.835.830.527.926.0na5.38.8Under 13

Initial Plea of Not Guilty(a)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

11.718.313.92.97.24.17.717.324.152 or more
6.74.34.85.33.74.76.47.310.639 and under 52

14.311.816.611.13.716.916.012.619.726 and under 39
29.334.427.829.720.738.631.930.827.513 and under 26
38.031.236.951.064.835.738.032.118.0Under 13

Guilty plea
100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

40.944.036.013.051.113.919.741.067.552 or more
14.94.012.08.716.814.612.920.514.639 and under 52
19.724.016.020.313.034.028.523.19.726 and under 39
17.824.020.031.915.231.324.714.96.913 and under 26

6.74.016.026.13.86.314.20.51.3Under 13
Guilty verdict

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total

36.346.734.816.060.216.710.937.148.652 or more
13.326.78.712.010.715.613.412.214.539 and under 52
22.16.739.140.015.235.431.619.315.626 and under 39
21.620.08.728.011.126.030.321.819.113 and under 26

6.7—8.74.02.96.313.99.62.1Under 13
Acquitted

P R O P O R T I O N IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (d )  ( % )

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Me t h o d o f

f i n a l i s a t i o n / d u r a t i o n

(w e e k s )
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(a) Date of Verdict Data are not available for Qld.
(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
. . not applicable

na14.15.52.34.113.2na8.020.690th percentile
na9.02.01.11.67.4na3.111.975th percentile
na2.60.30.30.13.1na1.16.9Median
na0.10.10.10.10.4na0.31.625th percentile
na0.10.10.10.10.1na0.10.310th percentile
na5.61.90.91.46.2na4.010.1Mean

Verdict to finalisation

na57.878.355.385.550.5na91.3138.690th percentile
na53.359.434.467.034.6na59.787.975th percentile
na38.028.321.351.325.1na42.058.9Median
na21.716.011.429.816.4na29.735.425th percentile
na10.911.36.318.611.5na17.120.310th percentile
na36.641.428.551.927.7na49.970.9Mean

Initiation to verdict

TO T A L H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )

na. .. .. .3.613.7na7.520.690th percentile
na. .. .. .0.97.2na2.611.775th percentile
na. .. .. .0.12.6na1.07.1Median
na. .. .. .0.10.1na0.11.925th percentile
na. .. .. .0.10.1na0.10.310th percentile
na. .. .. .1.25.5na3.710.2Mean

Verdict to finalisation

na. .. .. .90.442.4na95.0145.390th percentile
na. .. .. .70.432.4na59.786.475th percentile
na. .. .. .56.723.1na42.055.9Median
na. .. .. .34.715.9na26.732.925th percentile
na. .. .. .21.19.9na14.419.510th percentile
na. .. .. .55.625.2na50.369.6Mean

Initiation to verdict

I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )

na14.15.52.36.310.5na13.920.590th percentile
na9.02.01.14.18.0na6.313.075th percentile
na2.60.30.32.65.6na2.66.3Median
na0.10.10.10.12.1na1.61.125th percentile
na0.10.10.10.10.6na0.60.310th percentile
na5.61.90.92.89.4na5.28.6Mean

Verdict to finalisation

na57.878.355.350.463.3na73.7128.490th percentile
na53.359.434.441.559.9na58.0112.675th percentile
na38.028.321.326.933.5na42.077.0Median
na21.716.011.419.924.7na34.662.825th percentile
na10.911.36.315.815.1na31.050.110th percentile
na36.641.428.532.539.0na48.482.9Mean

Initiation to verdict

SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSW

Du r a t i o n pe r i o d

and s u m m a r y

du r a t i o n

mea s u r e s (w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED  BY A GUILTY VERDICT , Summary Durat ion Measures8
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(a) Date of Verdict data are not available for Qld.
(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
. . not applicable

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na36.036.011.649.89.7na36.957.552 and over
na12.012.010.116.510.4na16.913.839 and under 52
na16.08.015.913.028.5na26.213.826 and under 39
na20.028.034.816.239.6na18.511.813 and under 26
na16.016.027.54.411.8na1.53.1Under 13

P R O P O R T I O N IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )  ( % )

1 529252569315144365195391Total

na99815714na7222552 and over
na3375215na335439 and under 52
na42114141na515426 and under 39
na57245157na364613 and under 26
na44191417na312Under 13

TO T A L NU M B E R I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )

na. .. .. .100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .57.74.2na38.254.452 and over
na. .. .. .15.111.0na15.914.639 and under 52
na. .. .. .12.128.0na21.715.226 and under 39
na. .. .. .10.243.2na22.312.713 and under 26
na. .. .. .4.913.6na1.93.1Under 13

PR O P O R T I O N I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )  ( % )

1 216. .. .. .265118321157355Total

na. .. .. .1535na6019352 and over
na. .. .. .4013na255239 and under 52
na. .. .. .3233na345426 and under 39
na. .. .. .2751na354513 and under 26
na. .. .. .1316na311Under 13

N U M B E R I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na36.036.011.68.034.6na31.688.952 and over
na12.012.010.124.07.7na21.15.639 and under 52
na16.08.015.918.030.8na44.7—26 and under 39
na20.028.034.848.023.1na2.62.813 and under 26
na16.016.027.52.03.8na—2.8Under 13

PR O P O R T I O N IN SU P R E M E CO U R T  (% )

3132525695026443836Total

na99849na123252 and over
na337122na8239 and under 52
na421198na17—26 and under 39
na5724246na1113 and under 26
na441911na—1Under 13

NU M B E R IN SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSW

Du r a t i o n

(w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED  BY A GUILTY VERDICT , Durat ion from In i t i a t ion to Verd ic t9
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(a) Date of Verdict data are not available for Qld.
(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
. . not applicable

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na20.04.0—0.611.8na6.725.112 and over
na12.04.0—1.011.8na3.617.48 and under 12
na8.08.05.89.822.2na11.824.64 and under 8
na24.016.023.218.424.3na37.414.11 and under 4
na36.068.071.070.229.9na40.518.9Under 1

P R O P O R T I O N IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )  ( % )

1 529252569315144365195391Total

na51—217na139812 and over
na31—317na7688 and under 12
na2243132na23964 and under 8
na64165835na73551 and under 4
na9174922143na7974Under 1

TO T A L NU M B E R I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )

na. .. .. .100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na. .. .. .0.411.9na5.124.812 and over
na. .. .. .0.411.0na4.518.08 and under 12
na. .. .. .7.520.3na9.625.14 and under 8
na. .. .. .15.523.7na34.413.51 and under 4
na. .. .. .76.233.1na46.518.6Under 1

PR O P O R T I O N I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )  ( % )

1 216. .. .. .265118321157355Total

na. .. .. .114na88812 and over
na. .. .. .113na7648 and under 12
na. .. .. .2024na15894 and under 8
na. .. .. .4128na54481 and under 4
na. .. .. .20239na7366Under 1

N U M B E R I N IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )

na100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0na100.0100.0Total

na20.04.0—2.011.5na13.227.812 and over
na12.04.0—4.015.4na—11.18 and under 12
na8.08.05.822.030.8na21.119.44 and under 8
na24.016.023.234.026.9na50.019.41 and under 4
na36.068.071.038.015.4na15.822.2Under 1

PR O P O R T I O N IN SU P R E M E CO U R T  (% )

3132525695026443836Total

na51—13na51012 and over
na31—24na—48 and under 12
na224118na874 and under 8
na6416177na1971 and under 4
na91749194na68Under 1

NU M B E R IN SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSW

Du r a t i o n

(w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS FINAL ISED BY A GUILTY VERDICT , Durat ion from Verd ic t to Fina l i sa t ion10
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(a) As the pending data are measured at a point in time, previously released pending data will differ.  See Explanatory Notes, paragraphs 25-28.
(b) Data on defendants pending are not available for Qld.
(c) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
. . not applicable

(b)36.334.032.118.227.922.9na29.145.2Mean elapsed time (weeks)

(b)22.931.923.212.719.814.0na18.731.9Median elapsed time (weeks)

na1161602401 536469na1 3013 857Total

na25401027545na2011 16752 and over
na26171615421na12246239 and under 52
na18192922445na19054826 and under 39
na183160267143na28170813 and under 26
na2953125616215na507972Under 13

T O T A L NU M B E R IN H I G H E R CO U R T S (c )

na. .. .. .28.519.9na29.144.9Mean elapsed time (weeks)

na. .. .. .20.513.0na18.731.1Median elapsed time (weeks)

na. .. .. .1 458422na1 2103 647Total

na. .. .. .27132na1931 07552 and over
na. .. .. .15418na11343939 and under 52
na. .. .. .21336na17152326 and under 39
na. .. .. .255130na25767813 and under 26
na. .. .. .565206na476932Under 13

NU M B E R I N I N T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (c )

na34.032.118.215.849.9na29.250.0Mean elapsed time (weeks)

na31.923.212.78.328.9na19.046.4Median elapsed time (weeks)

na1161602407847na91210Total

na254010413na89252 and over
na261716—3na92339 and under 52
na181929119na192526 and under 39
na1831601213na243013 and under 26
na2953125519na3140Under 13

NU M B E R I N SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(b)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(b)Vic.NSWE l a p s e d t i m e (w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS PENDING AS AT 1 JULY 1998 (a) , Elapsed Time Since In i t ia t ion11
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(a) Data on defendants pending are not available for Qld.
(b) There is no Intermediate Court in Tas., the NT or the ACT.

na not available
. . not applicable

(a)37.832.729.019.631.226.7na29.848.1Mean elapsed time (weeks)

(a)23.922.415.113.421.116.1na19.134.0Median elapsed time (weeks)

na1791492461 841457na1 4903 515Total

na30271934459na2701 20652 and over
na25121821331na16136839 and under 52
na29191726452na18647926 and under 39
na422674342126na29762913 and under 26
na5365118678189na576833Under 13

TO T A L NU M B E R I N H I G H E R CO U R T S (b )

na. .. .. .32.023.5na29.547.7Mean elapsed time (weeks)

na. .. .. .22.115.1na18.933.3Median elapsed time (weeks)

na. .. .. .1 755418na1 4083 314Total

na. .. .. .34048na2491 10552 and over
na. .. .. .21120na15034939 and under 52
na. .. .. .25547na17344526 and under 39
na. .. .. .323121na27959813 and under 26
na. .. .. .626182na557817Under 13

N U M B E R IN IN T E R M E D I A T E CO U R T (b )

na32.729.019.614.561.0na33.654.9Mean elapsed time (weeks)

na22.415.113.49.944.0na28.652.4Median elapsed time (weeks)

na1791492468639na82201Total

na302719411na2110152 and over
na251218211na111939 and under 52
na29191795na133426 and under 39
na422674195na183113 and under 26
na5365118527na1916Under 13

NU M B E R I N SU P R E M E CO U R T

Aust.(a)ACTNTTas.WASAQld(a)Vic.NSWE l a p s e d t i m e (w e e k s )

DEFENDANTS PENDING AS AT 30 JUNE 1999, Elapsed Time Since In i t ia t ion12
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10 The scope of the data in this publication consists of all defendants with
charges before the original jurisdiction (see Glossary) of the Supreme and

Intermediate Courts in Australia during the reference period 1 July 1998 to 30

June 1999. Within a given reference period, the total population of defendants

active in a particular court level consists of those pending at the start of the

reference period together with those initiated during the reference period.

11 The collection excludes cases heard in the criminal jurisdiction of the

courts which do not require the adjudication of charges, e.g. bail reviews and

SC O P E

9 National statistics are derived from unit record data provided by the State

and Territory agencies responsible for courts administration. The ABS receives

the data directly from these agencies in all States and Territories except for

Queensland (where it is supplied via Qstats) and Tasmania (where it is supplied

via the State and Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions).

DAT A SOU R C E

1 This publication presents information, relating to the criminal jurisdiction
of the Higher Courts (Supreme and Intermediate Courts) in each State and

Territory, which is sourced from the national Higher Criminal Courts collection.

The criminal jurisdiction of the courts is responsible for the trial and sentencing

of persons or corporations charged with criminal offences.

2 The aim of the collection is to provide high quality statistics for the States
and Territories and for Australia as a whole on the management of court

workloads. The data presented provide indicators of the volume and flow of

defendants through the courts and a basis for measuring changes over time.

3 In order to ensure consistency between the States and Territories, the
statistics have been compiled according to national standards and classifications.

These have been developed by the National Criminal Courts Statistics Unit

(NCCSU) of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).

4 The NCCSU was established in 1994 following an initiative of the Standing

Committee of Attorneys-General. The NCCSU is jointly funded by State and

Territory courts agencies, the Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department

and the ABS. It reports to a Board of Management consisting of representatives of

the funding parties, and receives technical advice from an Advisory Group of

expert users of criminal justice statistics.

5 The statistics presented in this publication may be different from those
published in individual States and Territories due to variations between the

NCCSU definitions and counting rules and those used by individual States and

Territories.

6 Given the high degree of conceptual complexity in the operation of the
court systems in Australia, and the variation in the capacity of the States and

Territories to supply statistical information, a staged approach has been adopted

for the development and conduct of the Higher Criminal Courts collection.

7 This publication presents results from the first stage of the collection. This

information relates to criminal cases heard in the Supreme and Intermediate

Courts. Data on defendants are reported separately for each distinct court level.

The publication includes statistics on the number of defendants pending,

initiated and finalised in each State and Territory as well as information on the

characteristics of defendants.

8 Subsequent stages of the collection will expand the dataset to include
information on offences and penalties for proven charges.

IN T R O D U C T I O N
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16 The national classifications used in the Higher Criminal Courts collection
are:

� Method of initiation (see Appendix 1); and

� Method of finalisation (see Appendix 2).

17 These classifications provide a framework for classifying criminal court
information for statistical purposes and ensuring that data are compiled on a

consistent basis across the States and Territories. The classifications are

hierarchical and allow for different levels of detail to be recorded depending on

the level of detail in the source information. Associated with each classification

are coding rules which ensure that the counting of information is consistent

across the States and Territories.

CL A S S I F I C A T I O N S

15 The principle counting unit for the collection is the defendant. A defendant

is a person or corporation against whom one or more criminal charges have been

laid and which are heard together as the one unit of work by a court at a

particular level. It should be noted that the Higher Criminal Courts collection

does not enumerate individual persons or corporations. If a person or

corporation is a defendant in a number of criminal cases active within the courts

during the reference period, this person or corporation will be counted more

than once within that reference period.

COU N T I N G UN I T

14 This publication relates to defendants who had criminal charges active

within the Higher Courts at any time during the reference period 1 July 1998 to

30 June 1999. For comparison a summary of initiations, finalisations and pending

at the start and end of 1997–98 is also included in table 1. Since the previous

edition of this publication there have been revisions made to the pending at end

and finalised figures for 1997–98. These revisions are due to updates to the

relevant jurisdictions' databases after the previous year's data was processed.

REF E R E N C E PE R I O D

applications to amend sentence or penalty. Also excluded are breach of bond

cases and appeal cases.

12 The scope of the data collected and presented for Queensland is restricted.
Figures for the number of pending defendants are currently not available. The

total figure for defendants initiated in Queensland only includes defendants

initiated by committal to the Higher Courts and excludes other forms of initiation

such as ex-officio indictment, bench warrants executed and transfers from other

courts. Total figures for defendants finalised exclude defendants finalised by the

issue of a bench warrant. In order to address these issues Queensland has

developed a new computerised courts administration system. This new system

will be implemented initially in the lower courts from July 2000. It is expected

that implementation in the higher courts will commence in 2001.

13 Stage 1 of the Higher Criminal Courts collection primarily focuses on
obtaining caseflow information on the number of defendants pending, initiated

and finalised within the Higher Courts during the reference period. Details of

initiation and finalisation for all defendants who enter Higher Courts are

presented. The details of initiation include the date of committal, plea at

committal, date of registration and method of initiation. The details of finalisation

include the date of verdict, date of finalisation, method of finalisation and the

defendant's final plea.

SC O P E  continued
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21 Plea describes a defendant's formal response to a specific charge (see
Glossary). A defendant's plea on each charge is entered during a court hearing

(often called a committal) and may change during the course of criminal

proceedings. If a defendant has multiple charges, there may be different pleas for

each charge. This collection presents an aggregated plea in which only one plea

code is applied to the defendant. The rules for recording a plea are:

� The plea for a defendant is 'not guilty' whenever the plea to one or more

charges is: not guilty, no plea, plea reserved, or other defended plea.

� The plea for a defendant is 'guilty' only when the plea to all charges is guilty.

22 The collection records plea information at the initiation and finalisation of

the case. Initial plea (in most instances the committal plea) determines the

judicial process (i.e. trial or sentence) for the defendant. The final plea is the last

plea to be entered in the court level and determines the method of finalisation

for the defendant.

Plea

20 The date of committal is used as the date of initiation for defendants who
are committed for trial or sentence from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction. For

defendants who have any other method of initiation (e.g. ex-officio or bench

warrant executed), the date of registration (see Glossary) for that court level is

used as the date of initiation. Where there are multiple dates of initiation for

charges for a defendant, the earliest date is used.

Date of init iation

19 Method of initiation describes how a criminal charge is introduced to a

court level (see Glossary). For the purposes of the Higher Criminal Courts

collection, only one method of initiation code is applied to each defendant in the

Higher Courts. Where a defendant has multiple charges and these have different

method of initiation codes, the method of initiation code for the defendant is

determined by applying the following order of precedence:

� bench warrant executed

� committed for trial

� committed n.f.d.

� committed for sentence

� transfer from Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher Court n.e.c.

� ex-officio indictment of charges to Higher Court for trial

� ex-officio indictment of charges to Higher Court n.f.d.

� ex-officio indictment of charges to Higher Court for sentence

� other transfer between court levels.

Method of init iation

18 Defendants who transfer from one Higher Court level to another are
considered as initiated only once (in the level they first entered) and finalised

only once (from the level they finally left).

Transfer between Higher Court

levels

COU N T I N G ME T H O D O L O G Y
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27 The merging of defendant records will result in adjustments to the counts
of defendants pending, initiated, and finalised. Where the defendants with

merged records were initiated in one reference period and finalised in the next

reference period, the number of pending defendants at the end of the first

period (which will include the multiple defendants whose records are later

merged into one) will be higher than the number of defendants pending at the

start of the next period (where only each single 'merged' defendant is counted).

This will have an impact on elapsed time for pending cases and the duration of

finalised cases. Differences may also arise as a result of other factors, including

refinements in data quality procedures and modifications in the systems used to

obtain and compile the figures.

DAT A COM P A R A B I L I T Y

26 Where a person/corporation is a defendant in more than one case and their
cases are finalised on the same date, in the same court level and in the same

court location, their defendant records will be merged and counted as a single

defendant record. However, merging will only occur where at least two of the

following conditions are also met:

� The date of initiation is the same.

� The method of initiation is the same.

� The method of finalisation is the same.

If one of these three conditions varies, the following coding rules apply:

� Where the date of initiation varies, the earliest date is retained.

� Where the method of initiation varies, the order of precedence rules for

coding method of initiation are applied (see paragraph 19).

� Where the method of finalisation varies, the order of precedence rules for

coding method of finalisation are applied (see paragraph 23).

Merging counting units

25 The pending workload at a given point in time is represented by the
number of defendants who have at least one unfinalised charge and is reported at

the start and end of the reference period. The Higher Criminal Courts collection

provides a measure of duration since initiation (in weeks) for defendants pending

at the start and end of each reference period.

Pending workload

24 The date of finalisation is the date on which the last charge for the
defendant was finalised by the court. Finalisation will only occur when there are

no further hearings scheduled for the defendant at that court level.

Date of final isation

23 Method of finalisation describes how a criminal charge is concluded by a
court level. For the purposes of the collection, only one method of finalisation is

applied to each defendant within the Higher Courts. Where a defendant has

multiple charges and these have different methods of finalisation, the code

applied is determined by the following order of precedence:

� defendant deceased

� bench warrant issued

� unfit to plead

� not guilty on grounds of insanity

� guilty finding by court

� charge proven n.f.d.

� guilty plea by defendant

� acquitted by court

� charge unproven

� transfer from a Higher Court to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction

� other transfer between court levels

� withdrawn by the prosecution

� other non-adjudicated finalisation

Method of final isat ion
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31 Defendant rates report the number of defendants per adult person and

enable comparisons of the criminal court workloads of States and Territories.

Defendant rates are expressed per 100,000 adult persons aged 17 years or more.

32 The Supreme and Intermediate Courts in Australia generally deal with adult
defendants aged over 17 or 18 years (depending on the State or Territory).

Defendants aged under 17 or 18 years are generally dealt with in a Juvenile or

Children's Court unless the charges relate to a serious indictable offence such as

murder.

33 For the purposes of this publication, the population figures used in the
calculation of rates are the estimated resident population for each of the States

and Territories. Refer Australian Demographic Statistics, December Quarter

1998 (Cat. no. 3101.0). As the population changes over time, the estimated

resident population for the midpoint of the reference period is used as the

denominator to calculate the rates. Rates for the period 1 July 1998 to 30 June

1999 have been calculated on the basis of the December quarter 1998 estimate.

34 All population estimates and projections for Australia exclude the external
Territories, Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands.

RAT E S

29 To ensure that the statistics are as reliable as possible the ABS has

employed a number of measures. For example, a range of edit checks identify

any erroneous data and these are queried and resolved by the ABS in

consultation with the relevant State or Territory representative. The final data are

also checked against other available data sources, such as State and Territory

court statistics and annual reports by the court administration agencies and the

Offices of the Directors of Public Prosecutions.

30 Data quality control checks will continue to be reviewed and modified as
the Higher Criminal Courts collection evolves. Data availability will also improve

as the States and Territories further develop and improve their court operational

systems.

DAT A QUA L I T Y

28 The Higher Criminal Courts collection has been designed in order to
facilitate comparisons of States and Territories through the application of

common national statistical standards. However, some remaining legislative and

processing differences may limit the degree to which the statistics reflect the

performance of State and Territory courts.

DAT A COM P A R A B I L I T Y continued
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35 ABS publications which may be of interest include:
Australian Demographic Statistics (Cat. no. 3101.0)—issued quarterly

Australian Social Trends (Cat. no. 4102.0)—issued annually

Australian Standard Offence Classification (Cat. no. 1234.0)—irregular

Corrective Services, Australia (Cat. no. 4512.0)—issued quarterly

Courts of Petty Sessions, Western Australia (Cat. no. 4502.5)—issued

annually

Crime and Safety, Australia (Cat. no. 4509.0)—irregular

Measuring Social Wellbeing (Cat. no. 4160.0)—irregular

Occasional Paper: Review of Social and Labour Statistics — Criminal

Justice (Cat. no. 4170.0)—irregular

Population by Age and Sex, Australian States and Territories

(Cat. no. 3201.0)—issued annually

Prisoners in Australia, A Report prepared for the Corrective Services

Ministers' Council by the National Corrective Services Statistics

Unit—issued annually

Recorded Crime, Australia (Cat. no. 4510.0)—issued annually

36 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications and Products (Cat. no. 1101.0) and the list is available on the ABS

internet site http://www.abs.gov.au. The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and

Fridays, a Release Advice (Cat. no. 1105.0) which lists publications to be released

in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any

ABS office. The National Centre for Crime and Justice Statistics releases a

biannual newsletter that is published on the ABS internet site. The Centre can be

contacted by email through crime.justice@abs.gov.au.

ABS publicat ions

REL A T E D PUB L I C A T I O N S
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37 Non-ABS sources of criminal court statistics which may be of interest
include:

Australian Institute of Criminology, List of Publications

(http://www.aic.gov.au)

Crime Research Centre, University of Western Australia, Crime and Justice

Statistics for Western Australia: 1998, The University of Western Australia,

Nedlands

Department of Justice, Tasmania, Annual Report 1997–98, Government

Printer, Tasmania

Department of Justice, Victoria, Sentencing Statistics for Higher Criminal

Courts Victoria 1996, Department of Justice, Victoria

Director of Public Prosecutions, Annual Report 1998–99, all State, Territory

and Commonwealth Offices of the Director of Public Prosecutions

District Court of Queensland, Annual Report 1998–99, The District Court of

Queensland, Brisbane

Government Statistician's Office, Crime and Justice Statistics 1997,

Queensland Government, Brisbane

Government Statistician's Office 1999, Imprisonment in Sentencing,

Queensland Government, Brisbane

Government Statistician's Office 1999, Sentencing in Queensland Criminal

Courts 1997–98, Queensland Government, Brisbane

Ministry of Justice 1998, Sentencing Statistics for Western Australian Higher

Courts (http://www.justice.wa.gov.au), Ministry of Justice, Perth

NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 1998, Are the courts becoming

more lenient? Recent trends in convictions and penalties in NSW Higher

and Local courts, NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, Sydney

NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, New South Wales Criminal

Courts Statistics 1998, NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research,

Sydney

NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 1996, Measuring Trial Court

Performance: Indicators for Trial Case Processing, NSW Bureau of Crime

Statistics and Research, Sydney

Office of Courts Administration, Annual Report 1998–99, Northern Territory

Attorney General's Department, Darwin

Office of Crime Statistics, South Australia, Crime and Justice in South

Australia 1998, South Australian Attorney-General's Department, Adelaide

South Australia Courts Administration Authority, 1998–99 Annual Report,

South Australia Courts Administration Authority, Adelaide

Steering Committee for the Review of Commonwealth/State Service

Provision, Report on Government Service Provision, 2000, Steering

Committee for the Review of Commonwealth/State Service Provision,

Melbourne

Supreme Court of Queensland, Annual Report 1998–99, The Supreme Court

of Queensland, Brisbane

Non-ABS publicat ions
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Method of Initiation Unknown/Not Stated9

Other re-registration of criminal charges39
Bench warrant executed31
Re-registration of criminal charges n.f.d.30

Re-Registration of Criminal Charges3

Other transfers between court levels29

Transfer from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher
Court n.e.c.

219
Committed for sentence212
Committed for trial211

Transfer from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher Court21
Transfer of charges between court levels n.f.d.20

Transfer of Charges Between Court Levels2

Ex-officio indictment of charges to a Higher Court for sentence122
Ex-officio indictment of charges to a Higher Court for trial121

Ex-officio indictment of charges to a Higher Court12
Charges laid before a Court of Summary Jurisdiction11
Direct laying of charges n.f.d.10

Direct Laying of Charges1

ItemSubdivisionDivision
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Method of Initiation Unknown/Not Stated9

Other non-adjudicated finalisation39
Withdrawn by the prosecution34
Unfit to plead33
Bench warrant issued32
Defendant deceased31
Non-adjudicated finalisation n.f.d.30

Non-Adjudicated Finalisation3

Other transfers between court levels29
Transfer from a higher court to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction22

Transfer from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher Court
n.e.c.

219
Committed for sentence212
Committed for trial211

Transfer from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher Court21
Finalisation by transfer between court levels n.f.d.20

Finalisation by transfer between court levels n.f.d.2

Charge unproven n.e.c.129
No case to answer at committal123
Not guilty on the grounds of insanity122
Acquitted by court121

Acquitted12
Guilty plea by defendant112
Guilty finding by court111

Charge proven11
Adjudicated finalisation n.f.d.10

Adjudicated Finalisation1

ItemSubdivisionDivision
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See Intermediate Court.County Court

An outcome of a committal hearing where a defendant enters a not guilty plea to
at least one charge and is transferred to a Higher Court to stand trial. This
process is regarded as a method of initiation into a Higher Court level.

Committed for trial

An outcome of a committal hearing where a defendant enters a guilty plea to all
charges and is transferred to a Higher Court to be sentenced. This process is
regarded as a method of initiation into a Higher Court level.

Committed for sentence

The plea to a charge which is entered by a defendant at the end of committal
proceedings in a Court of Summary Jurisdiction.

Committal plea

A preliminary hearing of a charge relating to an indictable offence which is
conducted by a magistrate in a Court of Summary Jurisdiction. The aim of this
hearing is to decide whether there is sufficient evidence to warrant the defendant
being committed to a Higher Court for trial or sentence.

Committal

An allegation laid before a court by the police or other prosecuting agency that a
person or corporation has committed a criminal offence.

Charge

Measures of the flow of work through the courts over time. This publication
presents statistics on the number of defendants initiated, finalised and pending in
the Higher (Supreme and Intermediate) Courts in each State and Territory.

Caseflow

One or more defendants against whom one or more charges have been laid and
which are heard together by a court as one unit of work. The charge(s) usually
relate to the same criminal incident and appear together on one indictment.

Case

A warrant signed by a judge or magistrate ordering a person to be arrested and
brought back before the court. This process takes place when a defendant, who
has at least one charge that has not been finalised by the court, absconds from
criminal proceedings. For the purposes of these statistics, this process is
regarded as a non-adjudicated method of finalisation.

Bench warrant issued

The apprehension of an absconder who is brought back before the court to
answer outstanding (and new) charges. For the purposes of these statistics, this
process is regarded as a method of initiation and results in a person being
counted as a new defendant initiated.

Bench warrant executed

A method of finalisation based on a judgement or decision by the court as to
whether or not the defendant is guilty of the charge laid against them. (See
Method of finalisation, Acquitted, Guilty verdict, Guilty plea.)

Adjudicated finalisation

Defendants who have an unfinalised charge(s) in the Higher Courts at some
point during a specified period.  The active workload for a reference period
consists of the number of defendants pending at the start of the reference period
together with the number of defendants initiated during the reference period.

Active workload

An outcome of criminal proceedings in which a court determines that a charge
laid against a defendant has not been proven. This includes:
� a determination of not guilty on the grounds that the charge against the

defendant has not been proven; and
� a finding of not guilty on the grounds of insanity/unsoundness of mind at the

time the defendant committed the offence.

For the purposes of this collection, an acquitted outcome is regarded as an
adjudicated method of finalisation.

Acquitted
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The time elapsed since the date of initiation for a defendant who has at least one
charge that has not been finalised. This collection provides statistics on the

Elapsed time since initiation

The time elapsed between specified dates for a defendant that has been finalised.
This collection provides statistics on the number of weeks elapsed between the:
� date of initiation and date of finalisation;
� date of initiation and date of verdict; and
� date of verdict and date of finalisation.

Duration

See Intermediate Court.District Court

A person or corporation against whom one or more criminal charges have been
laid and which are heard together as the one unit of work by a court level.

It should be noted that the Higher Criminal Courts collection does not
enumerate distinct persons or corporations. If a person or corporation is a
defendant in a number of criminal cases active within the courts during the
reference period, such a person or corporation will be counted more than once
in this statistical collection.

Defendant

The date at the conclusion of a trial when a Higher Court announces its finding as
to whether the alleged criminal charge(s) laid against a defendant are proven.

Date of verdict

The date on which a defendant first enters a particular court level and is recorded
as a new item of work to be dealt with by the court. This refers to the date when
formal notification for a defendant is first received and a new case or file is
created by the registry/listing area of the court.

Date of registration

The date on which a defendant is regarded as having started within the Higher
Courts as a new item of work.  For defendants who were committed for trial or
sentence from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction, the date of committal is used as
the date of initiation. For defendants who have any other method of initiation
(e.g. ex-officio, bench warrant executed), the date of registration for that court
level is used as the date of initiation.  Where there are multiple dates of initiation
for charges for a defendant, the earliest date is used.

Date of initiation

The date on which all charges laid against a defendant are regarded as formally
completed by the Higher Courts and the defendant ceases to be an active unit of
work to be dealt with by the Higher Courts.

Date of finalisation

The date at the end of a committal hearing which results in a defendant being
transferred to a Higher Court for a trial or sentence hearing.

Date of committal

A lower court level (also referred to as Magistrates' Court, Local Court or Court of
Petty Sessions) which deals with relatively less serious charges and has the most
limited legal powers of all the State and Territory court levels. A Court of
Summary Jurisdiction is presided over by a magistrate and has jurisdiction to hear
trial and sentence matters relating to summary offences. Under some
circumstances, this court level may also deal with the less serious indictable
offences known as 'minor indictable' or 'triable either way' offences.  Courts of
Summary Jurisdiction are also responsible for conducting preliminary
(committal) hearings for indictable offences.

Court of Summary Jurisdiction

See Court of Summary Jurisdiction.Court of Petty Sessions

A separate tier of the court system, each of which is established under legislation
and has certain prescribed powers. Court levels can be distinguished from one
another on the basis of the extent of their legal powers (see Jurisdiction). Court
levels include Court of Summary Jurisdiction, Intermediate Court and Supreme
Court. The names assigned to each of these court levels may vary across
Australia.

Court level
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A Higher Court level (known either as the District Court or County Court) which
has legal powers that are intermediate between those of the Court of Summary
Jurisdiction and the Supreme Court and deals with the majority of cases involving
serious criminal offences. An Intermediate Court is presided over by a judge, and
has original jurisdiction to hear trial and sentence matters relating to most
indictable offences. In some States, the Intermediate Court may have appellate
jurisdiction over decisions made in the Court of Summary Jurisdiction.

Note: Since Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory
do not have an Intermediate Court, all indictable offences are heard in the
Supreme Court.

Intermediate Court

A person or corporation for whom at least one criminal charge has been formally
started within a Higher Court so that the defendant is regarded as a new item of
work to be dealt with by that court. For the purposes of this collection, a
defendant is regarded as initiated on the earliest date that a charge was initiated.
(See Date of initiation.)

Initiated defendant

The first plea entered by a defendant in relation to a criminal charge that is laid
against him or her in a Higher Court. For charges that were committed from a
Court of Summary Jurisdiction, this corresponds to the plea at committal. For
charges initiated by any other method, this corresponds to the first plea entered
in the Higher Court. This publication presents statistics on the aggregated plea to
charges for a defendant. (See paragraph 21 of the Explanatory Notes.)

Initial plea

A serious criminal offence which generally requires a trial and/or sentence
hearing in a Higher Court. Under some circumstances, a defendant can elect to
have charges relating to certain indictable offences dealt with in a Court of
Summary Jurisdiction.

Indictable offence

An Intermediate Court or Supreme Court, both of which hear serious criminal
charges relating to indictable offences. (See Intermediate Court, Supreme Court.)

Higher Court

An outcome of a trial in which a court determines that the criminal charge against
a defendant has been proven. This process is regarded as an adjudicated method
of finalisation.

Guilty verdict

The formal statement by a defendant admitting culpability in relation to a
criminal charge. By pleading guilty, a defendant indicates to the court that they
do not intend to contest the charge. If the guilty plea is accepted by the court,
the charge will be considered to be proven and the guilty plea will be regarded as
an adjudicated method of finalisation. This process is regarded as an adjudicated
method of finalisation. A guilty plea to committal proceedings in the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction also determines the method of initiation into the Higher
Courts (i.e. Committed for sentence).

Guilty plea

A defendant for whom all charges have been formally completed so that the
defendant ceases to be an item of work to be dealt with by the Higher Courts.
For the purposes of these statistics, a defendant is regarded as finalised on the
date that the last charge was finalised. (See Date of finalisation.)

Finalised defendant

The last plea entered by a defendant in relation to a criminal charge that is laid
against him/her in a Higher Court. This publication presents statistics on the
aggregated final plea to charges for a defendant. (See paragraph 21 of the
Explanatory Notes.)

Final plea

The laying of charges against a defendant directly in a Higher Court, by the
Director of Public Prosecutions or the Attorney-General. This process is regarded
as a method of initiation into the Higher Courts.

Ex-officio

elapsed time since initiation for defendants pending at the start of the reference
period and for defendants pending at the end of the reference period.

Elapsed time since initiation
continued
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A measure of location that is linked to the median. The pth percentile is the
lowest value which exceeds p% of the observations. The fiftieth percentile is also
the median as one-half of the population lies below it.

Percentile

A defendant who has been initiated in a Higher Court and has at least one charge
that has not been finalised at a particular date. This publication provides statistics
on the number of defendants that were pending at the start of the reference
period and the number of defendants that were pending at the end of the
reference period.

Pending defendant

All methods of initiation other than committed for trial, committed for sentence,
ex-officio indictment of charges and bench warrant executed. This includes a
re-trial ordered as a result of an appeal and the transfer of charges involving
summary offences from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction to a Higher Court.

Other initiation

The power of a court to hear criminal charges and determine whether or not a
defendant is proven guilty and/or to sentence defendants where a charge has
been proven. (See Jurisdiction.)

Original jurisdiction

See Acquitted.Not guilty verdict

The formal statement by a defendant denying culpability in relation to a charge. A
not guilty plea to committal proceedings in the lower court determines the
method of initiation into the Higher Courts. (See Committed for trial.)

For the purposes of this collection, a plea of 'not guilty' also includes 'no plea',
'plea reserved' and 'other defended plea'. This publication presents statistics on
the aggregated plea to charges for a defendant. (See paragraph 21 of the
Explanatory Notes.)

Not guilty plea

A method of finalisation whereby a charge is considered completed and ceases to
be active in any Higher Court even though that charge has not been adjudicated.
(See Method of finalisation, Bench warrant issued, Unfit to plead, and Withdrawn
by prosecution.)

Non-adjudicated finalisation

The process which leads to the introduction of a criminal charge within a Higher
Court so that it becomes a new item of work to be dealt with by that court. There
are different methods by which a charge may be initiated (see Appendix 1). This
publication provides statistics on the aggregated method of initiation for a
defendant. (See paragraph 19 of the Explanatory Notes.)

Method of initiation

The process which leads to the completion of a criminal charge within a Higher
Court so that it ceases to be an item of work in that court. There are different
methods by which a charge may be finalised (see Appendix 2). This publication
provides statistics on the aggregated method of finalisation for a defendant. (See
paragraph 23 of the Explanatory Notes.)

Method of finalisation

The middle value of a population when values are sorted into order of size.
Below and above this point lie values with equal total frequencies.

Median

The average of a set of population values.Mean

See Court of Summary Jurisdiction.Magistrates Court

See Court of Summary Jurisdiction.Lower Court

See Court of Summary Jurisdiction.Local Court

The legal power or authority which may be exercised by a particular court level
and within which the judgements or orders of the court can be enforced or
executed. The criminal jurisdiction of a court includes the original and appellate
jurisdictions. Each court level has its own defined jurisdictional limits and these
vary across States and Territories.

Jurisdiction
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The formal withdrawal of charges by the prosecution (e.g. police, Director of
Public Prosecutions, Attorney-General). This includes Nolle Prosequi and No
True Bill. For the purposes of this collection, this process is regarded as a
non-adjudicated method of finalisation.

Withdrawn by prosecution

An outcome of court proceedings in which a court determines that a defendant's
mental status is such that he/she is unfit to plead in relation to the charge against
him/her. For the purposes of this collection, this process is regarded as a
non-adjudicated method of finalisation.

Unfit to plead

The examination of, and decision on, a matter of law or fact by a court. Where a
defendant enters a not guilty plea or other defended plea in the committal
proceedings, they are committed to a Higher Court for trial. In the Higher
Courts, trials are usually conducted before a judge and jury whereby the judge
rules on questions of law and the jury is responsible for determining whether or
not the defendant is guilty. Some States and Territories also allow for a trial
before a judge alone in the Higher Courts.

Trial

A court outcome ordering that a criminal charge be transferred to another court
level to be determined and/or sentenced. For all transfers, except those between
Higher Court levels, this process is regarded as a method of finalisation for the
court level ordering the transfer and a method of initiation for the court level to
which the defendant's charge(s) were transferred.

Defendants who transfer from one Higher Court level to another will be
considered as initiated only once (in the level they first entered) and finalised
only once (from the level they finally left).

Note: A transfer between court levels does not include the transfer of a defendant
to another geographical court location within the same court level.

Transfer between court levels

A Higher Court level which deals with the most serious criminal charges and has
the greatest legal powers of all the State and Territory court levels. A Supreme
Court is presided over by a judge, and has jurisdiction to hear trial and sentence
matters relating to all indictable offences. In States which have an Intermediate
Court, the Supreme Court is usually reserved to deal with the most serious
indictable offences, such as murder.  The Supreme Court may also have appellate
jurisdiction over decisions made in the Court of Summary Jurisdiction or the
Intermediate Court.

Supreme Court

A criminal offence which is generally dealt with by a Court of Summary
Jurisdiction and does not require a trial by jury in a Higher Court. In some States
and Territories, a defendant against whom summary charges are laid may be
transferred to a Higher Court for sentencing, e.g. if the Magistrate wants to
impose a penalty which exceeds his/her jurisdictional powers.

Summary offence

A hearing in which a judge imposes a sentence upon a convicted defendant in a
particular court. (See Sentence.)

Sentence hearing

A penalty or punishment imposed by a court upon a defendant who is proven
guilty of a criminal offence.

Sentence

An outcome of criminal proceedings in which a court accepts a guilty plea
entered by a defendant or arrives at a guilty verdict following a trial. (See Guilty
plea and Guilty verdict.) A proven guilty outcome is regarded as an adjudicated
method of finalisation.

Proven guilty

The formal statement by, or on behalf of, the defendant in response to a criminal
charge that has been laid in a court. The nature of this response indicates
whether or not the defendant intends to contest that charge.

Plea
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F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to

start for access to summary data from our latest

publications, information about the ABS, advice about

upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a

statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and

tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest

library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics

you require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,

call 1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of

Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,

Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price

Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be provided

within five minutes are free of charge. Our information

consultants can also help you to access the full range of

ABS information—ABS user-pays services can be tailored to

your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be

purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with

analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 1041

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and

prompt deliveries of ABS publications and products as they

are released. Email delivery of monthly and quarterly

publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX 03 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001
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