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1  ALL PERSONS, Summary of Disabil ity—By Age......................................................................
DISABILITY.............................................................. NO DISABILITY..........................

Core

activity(a)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(b)

Without

specific

restrictions(c)

All with

disability

With

impairment

or long-term

condition

Without

impairment

or long-term

condition

All with no

disability Total

Age group (years) '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

..............................................................................................
MALES

0–4 — . . — — — *0.9 10.1 10.9 10.9
5–14 2.2 2.4 2.7 *0.6 3.3 2.9 16.5 19.4 22.7
15–24 *0.9 *0.9 *1.3 *1.2 2.4 2.2 22.2 24.4 26.8
25–34 **0.6 *1.0 *1.2 *1.0 2.2 2.6 20.6 23.3 25.5
35–44 2.1 2.7 3.1 n.p. 3.1 5.3 15.6 20.8 24.0
45–54 1.9 2.4 2.6 *0.7 3.2 6.1 12.4 18.5 21.8
55–59 2.0 *1.4 2.1 n.p. 2.3 1.8 2.5 4.4 6.7
60–64 1.9 1.5 2.2 **0.3 2.6 *1.3 *0.8 2.2 4.7
65–69 2.0 . . 2.0 n.p. 2.6 *0.8 n.p. *1.1 3.7
70–74 *1.4 . . *1.4 n.p. 1.6 *1.1 n.p. *1.4 3.0
75 and over 2.2 . . 2.2 — 2.2 **0.4 *1.0 *1.4 3.6
Total 17.2 12.3 20.8 4.7 25.5 25.5 102.3 127.9 153.3

..............................................................................................
FEMALES

                       
0–4 — . . — n.p. n.p. *0.7 9.8 10.6 10.7
5–14 2.1 *1.2 2.1 n.p. 2.5 1.6 17.7 19.3 21.7
15–24 *1.1 *1.0 *1.1 n.p. *1.4 3.1 21.2 24.4 25.8
25–34 *1.5 2.2 2.2 **0.5 2.7 3.9 19.2 23.2 25.8
35–44 2.3 2.8 3.2 **0.6 3.8 4.8 16.6 21.4 25.2
45–54 5.0 4.2 5.4 *1.3 6.7 4.4 11.0 15.4 22.1
55–59 *0.9 *0.9 *1.1 n.p. *1.4 3.1 1.9 5.0 6.4
60–64 *1.1 *0.7 *1.1 n.p. *1.2 1.9 1.6 3.5 4.7
65–69 *1.3 . . *1.3 — *1.3 1.5 *1.1 2.6 3.9
70–74 *1.3 . . *1.3 **0.6 1.8 *1.4 n.p. 1.8 3.6
75 and over 4.4 . . 4.4 n.p. 4.6 *1.0 **0.2 *1.2 5.8
Total 21.0 13.0 23.1 4.5 27.6 27.5 100.7 128.2 155.8

..............................................................................................
PERSONS

0–4 — . . — n.p. n.p. 1.6 19.9 21.5 21.7
5–14 4.3 3.6 4.8 *1.0 5.8 4.5 34.2 38.7 44.5
15–24 2.0 1.9 2.3 1.5 3.8 5.3 43.4 48.8 52.6
25–34 2.1 3.2 3.4 1.5 4.9 6.6 39.8 46.4 51.3
35–44 4.3 5.5 6.3 *0.6 6.9 10.1 32.2 42.3 49.2
45–54 6.9 6.6 7.9 2.0 9.9 10.5 23.5 33.9 43.9
55–59 2.9 2.3 3.2 **0.5 3.7 4.9 4.4 9.3 13.0
60–64 2.9 2.2 3.3 **0.5 3.8 3.3 2.4 5.7 9.5
65–69 3.3 . . 3.3 n.p. 3.9 2.4 *1.4 3.7 7.6
70–74 2.7 . . 2.7 *0.7 3.4 2.5 *0.7 3.2 6.6
75 and over 6.6 . . 6.6 n.p. 6.8 *1.5 *1.2 2.6 9.4
Total 38.1 25.3 43.8 9.2 53.1 53.0 203.1 256.1 309.1

..............................................................................................
(a) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction. 

(c) Includes persons who need assistance with health care, paperwork, transport, housework,
property maintenance or meal preparation. 

.............................................................................................
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2  ALL PERSONS, Disabil i ty Status—By Age             ......................................................................
DISABILITY.......................................................................................

Profound/

severe core

activity(a)

restriction

Moderate

core

activity(a)

restriction

Mild

 core

activity(a)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(b)

All with

disability(c) No disability Total

Age group (years) '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

...........................................................................................
0–4 — — — . . — n.p. 21.5 21.7
5–14 3.3 n.p. *0.7 3.6 4.8 5.8 38.7 44.5
15–24 *1.2 n.p. **0.6 1.9 2.3 3.8 48.8 52.6
25–34 *0.8 n.p. *0.9 3.2 3.4 4.9 46.4 51.3
35–44 *1.2 *1.3 1.9 5.5 6.3 6.9 42.3 49.2
45–54 2.4 2.0 2.5 6.6 7.9 9.9 33.9 43.9
55–64 1.8 2.3 1.9 4.6 6.5 7.5 15.0 22.5
65–74 1.7 *1.2 3.2 . . 6.0 7.3 6.9 14.2
75–84 3.0 *0.8 *1.3 . . 5.1 5.2 2.3 7.5
85 and over *1.4 n.p. **0.2 . . 1.5 1.5 **0.3 1.9
Total 16.6 8.4 13.1 25.3 43.8 53.1 256.1 309.1

...........................................................................................
(a) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity restriction
and a schooling or employment restriction.

(c) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

3  ALL PERSONS, Disabil ity Rates—By Age......................................................................
DISABILITY.......................................................................................

Profound/

severe core

activity(a)

restriction

Moderate

core

 activity(a)

restriction

Mild

 core

 activity(a)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(b)

All with

disability(c) No disability Total

 Age group (years) % % % % % % % %

...........................................................................................
0–4 — — — . . — n.p. 99.2 100.0
5–14 7.4 n.p. *1.6 8.1 10.8 13.0 87.0 100.0
15–24 *2.3 n.p. **1.1 3.6 4.4 7.3 92.7 100.0
25–34 *1.5 n.p. *1.8 6.2 6.6 9.5 90.5 100.0
35–44 *2.4 *2.6 3.8 11.2 12.7 14.0 86.0 100.0
45–54 5.4 4.6 5.7 15.0 18.0 22.7 77.3 100.0
55–64 7.9 10.0 8.2 20.3 28.9 33.3 66.7 100.0
65–74 11.7 *8.2 22.3 . . 42.2 51.4 48.6 100.0
75–84 40.0 *10.6 *17.3 . . 67.8 69.6 30.4 100.0
85 and over *72.5 n.p. **9.4 . . 82.4 82.4 **17.6 100.0
All age groups 5.4 2.7 4.2 8.2 14.2 17.2 82.8 100.0

...........................................................................................
(a) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity 
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(c) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

.............................................................................................
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4  ALL PERSONS, Whether has a Disabil i ty—By Birthplace......................................................................
All with

disability(a)

No disability Total

'000 '000 '000

..........................................................................
Oceania and Antarctica

Australia 35.5 198.6 234.2
New Zealand and Other *0.8 7.1 7.9
Total 36.3 205.8 242.1

North-West Europe
UK and Ireland 6.0 12.0 18.0
Western and Northern Europe *1.4 4.3 5.7
Total 7.4 16.2 23.7

Southern and Eastern Europe
Southern Europe 3.6 8.2 11.8
Eastern Europe 1.6 2.1 3.7

Southern and Eastern Europe(b) 5.2 11.2 16.4

Middle East and North Africa n.p. *0.9 *1.2
South East Asia 2.6 15.2 17.7
Southern and Central Asia n.p. 2.9 3.2
Americas *0.7 2.3 3.0
Sub-Saharan Africa n.p. 1.7 1.8
Other(c) n.p. — n.p.

Total 53.1 256.1 309.1

..........................................................................
(a) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(b) Includes not further defined.

(c) Includes 'inadequately described', 'at sea', 'not stated' and 'n.e.c.'.

5  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY, Main Condit ion—By Disabil i ty Status......................................................................
Profound/

severe core

activity(a)

restriction

Moderate

core

activity(a)

restriction

Mild

core

activity(a)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(b)

All with

disability(c)

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

...................................................................................................
Physical conditions 13.9 7.6 12.2 20.0 37.5 45.9
Mental and behavioural disorders 2.7 *0.8 *0.9 5.3 6.3 7.2

Total 16.6 8.4 13.1 25.3 43.8 53.1

...................................................................................................
(a) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(b) Total may be less  than the sum of components as persons may have both a
core activity restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.  

(c) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

.............................................................................................
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6  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY(a), Disabil i ty Status—By Assistance Needed and Received ......................................................................
Profound/

severe core

activity(b)

restriction

Moderate

core

activity(b)

restriction

Mild

core

activity(b)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(c)

All with

disability(d)

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

..................................................................................................
Activities for which assistance needed

Self care 8.1 . . . . 5.6 8.1 8.1
Mobility 11.0 . . . . 6.3 11.0 11.0
Communication 3.3 . . . . 2.6 3.3 3.3
Health care 8.5 2.0 2.0 7.0 12.7 13.1
Transport 6.6 1.9 1.9 6.1 10.5 10.7
Paperwork 2.6 — **0.6 1.9 3.5 3.5
Housework 6.7 2.2 2.0 6.6 11.4 11.6
Property maintenance 9.3 4.5 4.2 10.6 18.7 19.6
Meal preparation 3.2 — **0.5 2.0 3.6 3.6
All persons needing assistance with at least

one activity(e) 15.3 5.8 5.5 16.9 28.0 29.5
                            

Activities for which assistance received                            
Self care 7.2  . . . . 4.9 7.2 7.2
Mobility 10.3  . . . . 5.8 10.3 10.3
Communication 2.8  . . . . 2.6 2.8 2.8
Health care 8.2 2.0 1.9 6.7 12.2 12.6
Transport 6.0 1.7 1.9 5.4 9.7 9.9
Paperwork 2.3 — **0.6 1.6 3.2 3.2
Housework 6.5 2.1 2.0 6.3 10.9 11.1
Property maintenance 8.6 4.2 3.9 9.6 17.3 18.0
Meal preparation 3.0 — **0.5 1.9 3.5 3.5
All persons receiving assistance with at least

one activity(e) 14.7  5.6  5.2 15.9  26.7 28.0

Extent to which need for assistance met
Fully 7.8 2.8 3.8 8.4 15.1 16.1
Partly 6.9 2.8 *1.4 7.5 11.6 12.0
Not at all *0.7 n.p. n.p. *0.9 *1.3 1.5

Assistance not needed — 2.6 7.6 8.5 14.5 22.2
Total 15.3 8.4 13.1 25.3 42.5 51.7

..................................................................................................
(a) Living in households only.

(b) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(c) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(d) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(e) Total may be less  than the sum of components as persons may need or receive assistance
with more than one activity. 

.............................................................................................
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7  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY, Use of Aids or Equipment......................................................................
All with a disability(a)

'000

.........................................................
Uses aids or equipment

Self care
Eating **0.4
Showering/bathing 3.2
Dressing *0.9
Toiletting 2.5
Managing incontinence *1.4
All using self care aid(s)(b) 4.3

Mobility
Getting into/out of a bed or chair 2.2
Moving about the house 4.4
Moving around places away from home 6.1
Travelling by car **0.4
All using mobility aid(s)(b) 7.3

Communication 7.9
Meal preparation 1.5
Managing health conditions (medical aids)(c) 18.6
All using aids or equipment(b) 29.4

Does not use aids or equipment 23.7

Total 53.1

.........................................................
(a) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may use more than
one type of aid/equipment.

(c) Examples include nebulisers, dialysis machines, oxygen concentrator or cylinder.

.............................................................................................
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8  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY(a), Community Participation—By Disabil i ty Status......................................................................
Profound/

severe core

 activity(b)

restriction

Moderate

core

activity(b)

restriction

Mild

core

activity(b)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(c)

All with

disability(d)

Community, cultural and leisure participation '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

....................................................................................................
At home in the last three months

Visits from family or friends 13.6 7.9 12.5 23.8 39.7 47.8
Telephone calls with family or friends 13.4 8.1 13.1 24.1 40.0 48.7
Craftwork for/with other people 1.7 2.3 2.2 5.4 8.0 9.8
Church/special community activities *0.8 1.5 1.5 3.3 4.9 6.0
Voluntary work (including advocacy) **0.6 *1.4 1.9 2.0 4.9 6.6
All participants in these activities(e) 14.5 8.2 13.1 24.8 41.5 50.4

Did not participate in these activities *0.8 n.p. — **0.5 *1.0 *1.1

Total 15.3 8.4 13.1 25.3 42.5 51.5

Away from home in the last three months
Visited family or friends 13.1 7.3 12.8 24.0 38.9 47.6
Went to a restaurant or club 9.0 6.4 10.6 19.2 31.0 38.6
Attended church activities 4.8 3.2 5.2 8.0 14.9 17.5
Voluntary work (including advocacy) *0.8 2.6 3.0 4.1 8.1 10.9
Organised performing arts/art craft group activities 2.2 1.7 3.1 4.0 8.6 9.9
Other special interest group activities 2.2 2.0 3.6 5.5 9.7 11.6
All participants in these activities(e) 14.1 7.9 13.1 24.8 40.8 49.7

Did not participate in these activities *0.7 **0.5 — **0.5 *1.2 *1.3
Does not leave home n.p. — — — n.p. n.p.

Total 15.3 8.4 13.1 25.3 42.5 51.5

Away from home in the last 12 months
Visited a museum or art gallery 4.3 2.9 5.4 8.6 14.9 19.4
Visited a library 5.6 4.2 6.0 10.9 18.8 23.2
Attended a theatre/concert 4.5 4.0 6.2 10.3 17.3 21.2
Attended a cinema 7.4 5.9 7.9 16.6 25.3 31.7
Visited botanical gardens or animal/marine park 5.1 4.1 4.5 10.6 16.5 20.0
Participated in sport/physical recreation 4.4 4.0 7.0 12.2 18.4 24.3
Attended a sporting event as a spectator 3.7 3.0 5.8 9.3 15.3 19.9
All participants in these activities(e) 10.2 7.3 12.1 21.6 34.6 43.4

Did not participate in these activities 4.6 *1.1 *1.0 3.7 7.4 7.6

Does not leave home n.p. — — — n.p. n.p.

Total 15.3 8.4 13.1 25.3 42.5 51.5

....................................................................................................
(a) Aged 5 years and over, living in households only.

(b) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(c) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity 
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(d) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(e) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may participate in more than
one activity.

.............................................................................................
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9  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY(a), Use of Public Transport—By Disabil i ty Status.....................................................................
Core 

activity(b)

restrictions

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(c)

All with

disability(d)

'000 '000 '000 '000

................................................................................................
Uses public transport

Available in area 13.6 10.2 15.9 20.2
Not available in area n.p. n.p. n.p. n.p.
Total  13.8 10.4 16.0 20.4

Does not use public transport
Available in area 21.6 14.3 24.9 29.6
Not available in area *0.9 *0.7 *1.0 *1.0
Total 22.5 14.9 26.0 30.6

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 36.8 25.3 42.5 51.5

Uses concession card for public transport
Pension/benefit card 3.8 2.5 4.0 4.5
Senior's card 2.9 n.p. 2.9 3.6
Other concession card *1.3 *0.9 *1.4 1.9

     All using concession cards(e) 7.0 3.4 7.3 8.8

Does not use concession card 6.8 7.0 8.8 11.6

Total using public transport 13.8 10.4 16.0 20.4

Able to use all forms of public transport
Help/supervision needed 1.8 *1.0 1.8 1.8
No help needed, but has difficulty 3.1 2.0 3.1 3.1
No difficulty 21.5 16.3 26.7 35.5
Total 26.4 19.2 31.6 40.4

Able to use some forms of public transport
Help/supervision needed 3.3 1.7 3.3 3.3
No help needed, but has difficulty *1.4 *1.3 *1.4 *1.4
No difficulty 1.5 *1.0 2.0 2.2
Total 6.2 4.0 6.7 6.9

Not able to use any form of public transport 3.7 2.1 3.7 3.7

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 36.8 25.3 42.5 51.5

Has difficulty using public transport
Getting to/on to stops/stations 4.5 2.5 4.5 4.5
Getting into/out of vehicles/carriages, due to— 

Steps 5.3 2.1 5.3 5.3
Doors 3.2 1.8 3.2 3.2
Other reasons 2.4 1.7 2.4 2.4

Inadequate access to toilets/crowds/lack of space/  
poor ventilation 1.8 1.7 1.8 1.8

Lack of seating/difficulty standing/pain/
discomfort when sitting 4.5 2.9 4.5 4.5

Cognitive difficulties 2.0 1.8 2.0 2.0
Fear/anxiety 1.8 *1.3 1.8 1.8
Sight problems n.p. n.p. n.p. n.p.
Other 2.3 1.5 2.3 2.3
All who have difficulty using public transport(f) 13.2 8.1 13.2 13.2

Has no difficulty using public transport 23.0 17.3 28.8 37.8

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 36.8 25.3 42.5 51.5

................................................................................................
(a) Aged 5 years and over, living in households only.

(b) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(c) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core
activity restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(d) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(e) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may use more than one
concession card.

(f) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have more than one
difficulty.

.............................................................................................
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10  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY(a), Use of Private Transport—By Disabil i ty Status......................................................................
Core

 activity(b)

restriction

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(c)

Total with

disability(d)

'000 '000 '000 '000

......................................................................................
Has a current drivers licence

Drives daily 17.5 14.3 21.9 27.5
Drives at least once a week 5.2 3.4 5.7 6.2
Drives at least once a year *1.0 **0.5 *1.0 *1.0
Does not drive at all **0.5 n.p. **0.5 **0.5
Total 24.3 18.4 29.2 35.2

Does not have a current drivers licence 7.0 2.7 7.3 8.7

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 31.8 21.1 37.0 44.4

Need for assistance with private transport
Always needs to be driven 4.9 1.5 4.9 4.9
Sometimes needs to be driven 4.2 3.4 4.3 4.5
Does not need to be driven, but has difficulty n.p. n.p. **0.6 **0.6
Need not related to disability 2.7 *0.7 2.7 3.6
Total 12.1 6.0 12.4 13.6

No assistance needed 19.2 15.1 24.1 30.4

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 31.8 21.1 37.0 44.4

......................................................................................
(a) Aged 17 years and over, living in households only.

(b) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(c) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(d) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

.............................................................................................
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11  PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY(a), Mode of Transport(b)—By Disabil i ty Status......................................................................
Core

activity(c)

 restrictions

Schooling or

employment

restriction

All with

specific

restrictions(d)

All with

disability(e)

Reason for journey '000 '000 '000 '000

.................................................................................................
Passenger in a motor vehicle

Attending work, school or educational institution 2.8 2.7 3.2 3.5
Visiting general practitioner 1.5 n.p. 1.7 1.9
Visiting medical specialist **0.6 n.p. **0.6 *0.9
Shopping 3.3 *1.1 3.3 3.8
Visiting relatives or friends *1.4 *0.9 1.5 1.9
Other activity 2.1 *1.3 2.1 2.8
Total 11.7 6.7 12.4 14.8

Driver of a motor vehicle                                     
Attending work, school or educational institution 7.1 6.4 8.7 11.3
Visiting general practitioner **0.6 **0.5 *0.8 *0.8
Visiting medical specialist **0.5 **0.5 **0.5 **0.5
Shopping 6.5 5.0 7.7 8.5
Visiting relatives or friends *1.4 *1.2 2.2 2.6
Other activity 2.3 **0.5 2.3 3.2
Total 18.3 14.1 22.2 27.0

Public transport, walked or other
Attending work, school or educational institution 2.6 2.7 3.1 4.2
Visiting general practitioner n.p. — n.p. n.p.
Visiting medical specialist n.p. — n.p. n.p.
Shopping *1.1 **0.5 *1.1 *1.3
Visiting relatives or friends n.p. n.p. **0.6 *0.9
Other activity *0.7 **0.5 *1.0 *1.0
Total 5.2 4.2 6.4 8.1

Did not make a journey in previous fortnight *1.1 n.p. *1.1 *1.1

Does not leave home n.p. — n.p. n.p.

Total 36.8 25.3 42.5 51.5

.................................................................................................
(a) Aged 5 years and over, living in households only.

(b) For last journey in previous fortnight.

(c) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(d) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core
activity restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(e) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

.............................................................................................
10 A B S   •   D I S A B I L I T Y,   A G E I N G   A N D   C A R E R S :   S U M M A R Y   T A B L E S ,   A U S T R A L I A N   C A P I T A L   T E R R I T O R Y   •   4 4 3 0 . 8 . 4 0 . 0 0 1   •   1 9 9 8



12  PERSONS AGED 15–64 LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS, Social and Economic Indicators......................................................................
All with disability(a) No disability Total

'000 '000 '000

.................................................................................
Total cash income(b)

First income quintile(c) 4.8 37.5 42.3
Second income quintile 5.8 13.9 19.7
Third income quintile 3.6 24.3 27.9
Fourth income quintile 8.3 39.8 48.1
Fifth income quintile 9.4 57.9 67.3
Income not known(d) *1.0 12.9 13.9
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Educational attainment
Post-school educational qualification 

Higher/bachelor degree 6.1 49.3 55.5
Undergraduate diploma 1.5 4.9 6.4
Associate diploma 2.2 9.8 12.0
Skilled vocational qualification 6.3 27.1 33.4
Basic vocational qualification 2.9 6.6 9.6
All with post-school educational qualifications(e) 19.1 97.8 116.8

No post-school qualifications 12.4 75.2 87.5

Still attending school *1.4 13.5 14.9

Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Level of schooling
Completed Year 12 15.0 113.2 128.2
Did not complete Year 12 13.0 53.0 65.6
Left school when aged less than 15 3.4 6.7 10.1
Never attended school n.p. n.p. **0.5
Still attending school *1.4 13.5 14.9
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Age left school
18 years or older 9.3 67.0 76.3
15–17 years 18.5 99.0 117.5
13–14 years 2.8 5.1 7.9
5–12 years *0.6 1.5 2.2

Never attended school n.p. n.p. **0.5
Still attending school *1.4 13.5 14.9
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Tenure type
Lives in a private dwelling

Owner without mortgage 8.5 29.8 38.4
Owner with mortgage 13.1 81.3 94.4
Renter 9.3 57.5 66.8

Public renter 4.0 4.6 12.1
Private renter 4.3 38.9 43.3
Boarder *0.9 10.5 11.5

Living rent-free 1.7 14.5 16.2
Other(f) — n.p. n.p.
Total 32.6 183.4 216.0

Lives in a non-private dwelling n.p. 3.1 3.3

Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

.................................................................................
(a) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(b) Income quintiles are based on the population 15 years and over.

(c) Includes people with nil income and people who reported no source of income, 
excludes refusals.

(d) Includes not stated.

(e) Includes uncodeable post-school qualifications.

(f) Includes life tenure schemes and participants in rent/buy or shared equity schemes.

.............................................................................................
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13  PERSONS AGED 15–64 LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS, Labour Force Status  ........................................................................
EMPLOYED....................

Full-time

workers

Part-time

workers Total Unemployed

Total in the

labour force

Not in the

labour force Total

Unemploy–

ment rate

Partici–

pation rate

Disability status '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 % %

.......................................................................................................
MALES 

Core activity restriction(a)
Profound /severe *1.2 — *1.2 — *1.2 *1.3 2.5 — 47.2
Moderate 2.3 n.p. 2.5 n.p. 2.7 *0 .7 3.3 7.1 79.9
Mild core 2.1 **0.6 2.8 n.p. 2.9 **0.5 3.4 5.6 85.4

Schooling or employment restriction 6.1 **0.5 6.6 n.p. 6.9 3.0 10.0 4.5 69.6
All with specific restrictions(b) 7.8 *0.9 8.7 **0.5 9.2 3.2 12.4 5.5 74.3

All with disability(c) 9.7 1.6 11.3  *0.7 12.0 3.7 15.7 5.5 76.3

No disability 65.3 11.2 76.5 5.8 82.3 11.3 93.6 7.0 87.9

Total 75.0 12.8 87.8 6.4 94.3 15.1 109.3 6.8 86.2

.......................................................................................................
FEMALES 

Core activity restriction(a)
Profound /severe *1.0 n.p. 2.2 n.p. 2.5 2.1 4.6 13.1 54.3
Moderate *1.1 n.p. *1.4 n.p. 1.8 *1.0 2.8 20.5 65.1
Mild core 1.7 *1.0 2.7 — 2.7 1.6 4.3 — 63.3

Schooling or employment restriction 3.9 2.7 6.6 *0.9 7.4 4.4 11.8 11.7 63.1
All with specific restrictions(b) 4.9 3.2 8.1 *0.9 9.0 4.9 13.8 9.7 64.7

All with disability(c) 6.7 3.7 10.4 *0.9 11.3 5.9 17.1 7.7 65.8

No disability 37.7 30.0 67.7 5.1 72.9 19.9 92.8 7.0 78.5

Total 44.4 33.7 78.1 6.0 84.1 25.8 109.9 7.1 76.5

.......................................................................................................
PERSONS 

Core activity restriction(a)
Profound /severe 2.2 *1.2 3.4 n.p. 3.7 3.4 7.1 9.0 51.8
Moderate 3.4 **0.5 3.9 **0.6 4.5 1.6 6.1 12.6 73.2
Mild core 3.9 1.6 5.5 n.p. 5.7 2.1 7.8 2.9 73.1

Schooling or employment restriction 10.0 3.2 13.2 *1.2 14.4 7.4 21.8 8.2 66.1
All with specific restrictions(b) 12.7 4.1 16.8 *1.4 18.2 8.1 26.2 7.6 69.2

All with disability(c) 16.5 5.3 21.7 1.5 23.2 9.6 32.8 6.6 70.8

No disability 103.0 41.3 144.3 10.9 155.1 31.3 186.4 7.0 83.2

Total 119.5 46.5 166.0 12.4 178.4 40.9 219.2 7.0 81.4

........................................................................................................
(a) Core activities comprise communication, mobility and self care.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may have both a core activity
restriction and a schooling or employment restriction.

(c) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

.............................................................................................
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14  PERSONS AGED 15–64 LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS, Characterist ics of Main Job......................................................................
All with

disability(a) No disability Total

'000 '000 '000

..............................................................
Status in employment

Employee 19.2 129.8 149.0
Employer *0.8 4.2 5.0
Own account worker *1.3 9.8 11.1
Contributing family worker n.p. **0.5 *0.9

Unemployed or not in the labour force 11.1 42.2 53.3
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Occupation
Managers and administrators 1.8 14.0 15.8
Professionals 4.9 32.1 36.9
Associate professionals 3.5 22.9 26.4
Tradespersons and related workers 1.6 12.8 14.4
Advanced clerical and service workers *1.2 4.6 5.7
Intermediate clerical, sales and service workers 3.8 24.5 28.3
Intermediate production and transport workers *1.3 5.5 6.8
Elementary clerical, sales and service workers 3.2 19.0 22.3
Labourers and related workers **0.5 8.0 8.5
All occupations(b) 21.7 144.2 165.9

Unemployed or not in the labour force 11.1 42.2 53.3
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Industry
Agriculture, forestry and fishing n.p. **0.5 *0.9
Mining — n.p. n.p.
Manufacturing 1.5 5.9 7.5
Electricity, gas and water supply n.p. n.p. n.p.
Construction *1.0 8.4 9.4
Wholesale trade n.p. 3.8 4.0
Retail trade 1.7 22.7 24.4
Accommodation, cafes and restaurants *0.9 7.0 7.9
Transport and storage n.p. 2.1 2.3
Communication services  n.p. 2.3 2.7
Finance and insurance *1.2 2.5 3.7
Property and business services 2.0 16.3 18.3
Government administration and defence 6.4 41.9 48.3
Education 2.0 10.2 12.3
Health and community services 2.6 10.0 12.6
Cultural and recreational services *0.8 4.8 5.6
Personal and other services **0.5 5.3 5.8
All industries(b) 21.7 144.2 165.9

Unemployed or not in the labour force 11.1 42.2 53.3
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

Industry sector
Government sector 9.5 54.3 63.9
Private sector 3.0 22.6 25.5
Not known 9.2 67.4 76.6

Unemployed or not in the labour force 11.1 42.2 53.3
Total 32.8 186.4 219.2

..............................................................
(a) Includes those who do not have a specific restriction.

(b) Includes not stated.

.............................................................................................
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15  OLDER PERSONS(a), Need for Assistance—By Whether has a Disabil ity......................................................................
AGE GROUP.............................................

65–74 75–84

85 years

and over

               

    Total

'000 '000 '000

..............................................................................................
DISABILITY 

Activities for which assistance needed
Personal activities(b)

Self care *0.6 1.8 **0.6 3.0
Mobility *1.3 2.5 *1.3 5.2
Communication **0.3 *0.7 **0.2 *1.2
Health care 1.8 3.0 *1.4 6.2
All needing assistance with personal activities(c) 2.4 3.9 1.5 7.8

Transport *1.2 1.7 *0.9 3.8
Paperwork **0.4 *1.3 **0.6 2.3
Housework *1.3 2.4 **0.6 4.3
Property maintenance 3.1 3.3 *0.9 7.3
Meal preparation n.p. *0.9 n.p. 1.6
All needing assistance with at least one activity(c) 4.1 4.7 1.5 10.3

Assistance not needed 3.2 0.5 — 3.7

All persons 7.3 5.2 1.5 14.0

..............................................................................................
NO DISABILITY

Self care . . . . . . . .
Mobility . . . . . . . .
Communication . . . . . . . .
Health care . . . . . . . .
Transport — *0.7 n.p. *0.9
Paperwork — — — —
Housework n.p. — n.p. n.p.
Property maintenance *0.7 n.p. n.p. *1.1
Meal preparation — — n.p. n.p.
All needing assistance with at least one activity(c) *0.7 *0.8 n.p. 1.6

Assistance not needed 6.2 *1.4 n.p. 7.8

All persons 6.9 2.2 **0.3 9.4

..............................................................................................
TOTAL

Activities for which assistance needed
Personal activities(b)

Self care *0.6 1.8 **0.6 3.0
Mobility *1.3 2.5 *1.3 5.2
Communication **0.3 *0.7 **0.2 *1.2
Health care 1.8 3.0 *1.4 6.2
All needing assistance with personal activities(c) 2.4 3.9 1.5 7.8

Transport *1.2 2.4 *1.1 4.7
Paperwork **0.4 *1.3 **0.6 2.3
Housework 1.5 2.4 *0.8 4.7
Property maintenance 3.7 3.6 *1.1 8.4
Meal preparation n.p. *0.9 **0.5 1.8
All needing assistance with at least one activity(c) 4.8 5.5 1.7 12.0

Assistance not needed 9.4 2.0 **0.2 11.2

All persons 14.2 7.5 1.9 23.2

..............................................................................................
(a) Persons aged 65 years and over.

(b) These activities were only asked of persons with a disability.

(c) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may need assistance
with more than one activity.

.............................................................................................
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16  OLDER PERSONS NEEDING ASSISTANCE(a), Activit ies—By Extent to Which Need Met......................................................................
EXTENT TO WHICH NEED MET

Fully met Not fully met(b)

Total needing

 assistance

Activities for which assistance needed '000 '000 '000

...................................................................................
Personal activities(c)

Self care 1.8 n.p. 2.0
Mobility 3.6 **0.6 4.2
Communication n.p. n.p. n.p.
Health care 4.6 **0.5 5.1
All needing assistance with personal activities(d) 3.9 *1.0 4.9

Transport 4.1 **0.6 4.7
Paperwork 1.6 — 1.6
Housework 4.1 **0.6 4.7
Property maintenance 6.1 2.3 8.4
Meal preparation 1.8 — 1.8
All needing assistance with at least one activity(d) 6.8 4.0 10.9

...................................................................................
(a) Aged 65 years and over, living in households.

(b) Includes persons whose needs were not met at all.

(c) These activities were only asked of persons with a disability.

(d) Total may be less than the sum of components as persons 
may need assistance with more than one activity.

      

.............................................................................................
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17  OLDER PERSONS(a), Principal Source of Cash Income—By Median Weekly Income......................................................................
PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF CASH INCOME............................................................

Wages or salary,

own business or 

partnership income.............

Superannuation or annuity,

dividends or interest,

other private income(b).......

Government

pension or allowance............. All principal sources(c)..............

'000 % $ '000 % $ '000 % $ '000 % $

....................................................................................................
DISABILITY 

Males *1.2 20.0 560 1.9 31.7 680 2.4 40.0 150 6.0 100.0 470
Females n.p. n.p. n.p. 2.1 30.4 520 4.4 63.8 180 6.9 100.0 190
Persons *1.5 11.6 550 4.0 31.0 640 6.8 52.7 170 12.9 100.0 240

....................................................................................................
NO DISABILITY

Males — — — 1.6 41.0 560 2.1 53.8 150 3.9 100.0 230
Females — — — 2.3 41.8 390 2.4 43.6 200 5.5 100.0 250
Persons — — — 3.9 41.5 400 4.5 47.9 160 9.4 100.0 240

....................................................................................................
TOTAL

Males *1.2 12.1 560 3.5 35.4 640 4.5 45.5 150 9.9 100.0 310
Females n.p. n.p. n.p. 4.5 36.3 390 6.9 55.6 180 12.4 100.0 220
Persons *1.5 6.7 550 7.9 35.4 520 11.4 51.1 170 22.3 100.0 240

....................................................................................................
(a) Aged 65 years and over, living in households.

(b) Includes child support or maintenance, workers compensation, and profit or loss from
rental property.  

(c) Includes cases where principal source of cash income is from other sources or is not known. 

.............................................................................................
16 A B S   •   D I S A B I L I T Y,   A G E I N G   A N D   C A R E R S :   S U M M A R Y   T A B L E S ,   A U S T R A L I A N   C A P I T A L   T E R R I T O R Y   •   4 4 3 0 . 8 . 4 0 . 0 0 1   •   1 9 9 8



18  OLDER PERSONS(a) Community Participation—By Living Arrangements .................................................................................
Lives alone in a

private dwelling

Lives with other(s)

in a private dwelling Total

Community, cultural and leisure participation '000 '000 '000

.....................................................................................
At home in the last three months

Visits from family or friends 4.6 14.3 18.9
Telephone calls with family or friends 5.0 14.8 19.8
Craftwork for/with other people n.p. 2.9 3.3
Church/special community activities n.p. 1.5 1.9
Voluntary work (including advocacy) *1.0 3.2 4.1
All participants in these activities(b) 5.0 15.3 20.3

Does not participate in these activities — *0.7 *0.7

Total 5.0 16.0 21.0

Away from home in the last three months
Visited family or friends 3.8 13.8 17.6
Went to a restaurant or club 3.7 10.8 14.5
Attended church activities 1.8 6.3 8.1
Other voluntary activities 1.8 3.4 5.2
Performing arts group activities *1.2 3.4 4.6
Art/craft group activities 1.6 3.6 5.2
All participants in these activities(b) 4.7 14.6 19.3

Does not participate in these activities n.p. *0.9 *1.2

Does not leave home — n.p. n.p.

Total 5.0 16.0 21.0

Away from home in the last 12 months
Visited a museum or art gallery 2.0 4.2 6.2
Visited a library 1.9 7.0 8.9
Attended a theatre/concert 2.0 5.0 7.0
Attended a cinema 2.5 6.3 8.8
Visited botanical gardens or animal/marine park 1.5 4.7 6.2
Participated in sport/physical recreation 1.8 4.7 6.5
Attended a sporting event as a spectator 1.3 3.7 5.0
All participants in these activities(b) 3.6 11.4 15.0

Does not participate in these activities 1.4 4.1 5.6

Does not leave home — n.p. n.p.

Total 5.0 16.0 21.0

.....................................................................................
(a) Persons aged 65 years and over, living in private dwellings.

(b) Total may be less than the sum of the components as persons may participate in more than
one activity.

.............................................................................................
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19  ALL PERSONS LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS, Carer Status—By Age Group..............................................................................
AGE GROUP.................................................................................................

Less than

18 years 18–24 25–34 35–44 45–54 55–64 65–74

75 years

and over Total

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000 '000

................................................................................................
MALES

Carer
Primary carer — n.p. — n.p. n.p. — n.p. — *0.9
Not a primary carer 1.9 1.7 3.2 3.3 4.1 3.3 *1.1 *0.6 19.3
Total 1.9 1.9 3.2 3.7 4.2 3.3 *1.3 *0.6 20.2

Not a carer 40.2 16.4 22.2 20.3 17.5 8.1 5.3 2.6 132.7

Total 42.0 18.3 25.4 24.0 21.8 11.4 6.6 3.3 152.9

................................................................................................
FEMALES

Carer
Primary carer — n.p. *0.7 *1.4 *1.0 **0.5 n.p. n.p. 4.3
Not a primary carer 2.4 *1.3 2.5 3.5 4.9 2.4 *1.2 **0.6 18.7
Total 2.4 *1.4 3.2 4.9 5.9 2.9 1.7 *0.7 23.0

Not a carer 37.4 17.0 22.7 20.3 16.2 8.2 5.8 4.3 131.8

Total 39.8 18.5 25.8 25.2 22.1 11.0 7.4 5.0 154.8

................................................................................................
PERSONS

Carer
Primary carer — n.p. *0.7 1.8 *1.2 **0.5 **0.6 n.p. 5.2
Not a primary carer 4.3 3.0 5.7 6.8 8.9 5.7 2.4 *1.2 38.0
Total 4.3 3.4 6.3 8.6 10.1 6.1 3.0 *1.3 43.1

Not a carer 77.6 33.4 44.9 40.6 33.8 16.2 11.1 6.9 264.6

Total 81.9 36.8 51.3 49.2 43.9 22.4 14.1 8.2 307.7

................................................................................................

.............................................................................................
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20  ALL PERSONS Carer Status(a) By Income, Labour Force and Tenure Type.................................................................................
CARERS.........................................

Primary carer

Not a

primary carer Total Not a carer Total

'000 '000 '000 '000

......................................................................................
Principal source of cash income

Wages or salary 1.8 21.1 23.0 124.2 147.2
Own business or partnership income n.p. 2.5 2.8 7.9 10.8
Other private income(b) **0.5 3.5 4.1 11.4 15.5
Government pension or allowance 2.1 6.1 8.2 34.3 42.5
Not stated(c) n.p. 1.7 2.0 23.6 25.6
Total 5.2 34.9 40.1 201.4 241.6

Total cash income
First income quintile(d) *1.4 4.1 5.5 39.8 45.3
Second income quintile **0.5 4.3 4.8 20.6 25.4
Third income quintile *1.2 6.1 7.3 26.9 34.2
Fourth income quintile *1.2 8.9 10.1 41.5 51.6
Fifth income quintile          **0.5 9.1 9.7 60.2 69.8
Income not known(e) n.p. 2.5 2.8 12.5 15.2
Total 5.2 34.9 40.1 201.4 241.6

Labour force status
Employed

Full-time workers *1.3 16.8 18.1 102.3 120.4
Part-time workers *1.3 7.5 8.8 38.1 47.0
Total 2.7 24.3 26.9 140.4 167.4

Unemployed
Looking for full-time work — *0.8 *0.8 7.5 8.2
Looking for part-time work n.p. n.p. **0.5 3.7 4.2
Total n.p. *1.1 *1.3 11.2 12.4

Not in the labour force 2.3 9.6 11.9 49.9 61.8

Total 5.2 34.9 40.1 201.4 241.6

Tenure type
Owner without mortgage *1.1 10.1 11.2 39.3 50.5
Owner with mortgage 2.0 12.2 14.2 83.9 98.1
Renters

Public renters *1.1 3.1 4.2 10.6 14.8
Private renters **0.5 3.6 4.1 40.1 44.2
Boarder n.p. 3.0 3.1 9.4 12.5

Living rent-free — 2.4 2.4 14.3 16.7
Other(f) — — — n.p. n.p.
Total n.p. 34.3 39.3 197.6 236.9

Lives in a non-private dwelling n.p. *0.6 *0.8 3.8 4.6

Total 5.2 34.9 40.1 201.4 241.6

......................................................................................
(a) Persons aged 15 years and over, living in households.

(b) Includes child support or maintenance, workers compensation, profit or loss from rental
property, dividends or interest, superannuation or annuity.

(c) Includes people who report no source of income, and main source of income not known; 

(d) Includes people with nil income, and no source of income.

(e) Includes not stated.

(f) Includes tenure schemes and participants in rent/buy or shared equity schemes.

.............................................................................................
A B S   •   D I S A B I L I T Y ,   A G E I N G   A N D   C A R E R S :   S U M M A R Y   T A B L E S ,   A U S T R A L I A N   C A P I T A L   T E R R I T O R Y   •   4 4 3 0 . 8 . 4 0 . 0 0 1   •   1 9 9 8 19







SELF-HELP ACCESS TO STATISTICS

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,
call 1902 981 074.
For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of
Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,
Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price
Index call 1900 986 400.
These calls cost 75c per minute.

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require.

WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE?

PHONE +61 1300 366 323

FAX +61 3 9615 7848

CONSULTANCY SERVICES

ABS offers consultancy services on a user pays basis to
help you access published and unpublished data. Data that
are already published and can be provided within
5 minutes is free of charge. Statistical methodological
services are also available. Please contact:

City By phone By fax

Canberra 02 6252 6627 02 6207 0282

Sydney 02 9268 4611 02 9268 4668

Melbourne 03 9615 7755 03 9615 7798

Brisbane 07 3222 6351 07 3222 6283

Perth 08 9360 5140 08 9360 5955

Adelaide 08 8237 7400 08 8237 7566

Hobart 03 6222 5800 03 6222 5995

Darwin 08 8943 2111 08 8981 1218

POST Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au
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