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This publication contains estimates of Australian public funding for arts and cultural

activities, facilities and services for the three years from 2001–02 to 2003–04. Estimates

for the three levels of government have been compiled from administrative by-product

data obtained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) from annual reports and

budget papers, and from information provided by selected Australian Government

authorities (including the Australia Council), state and territory governments and local

government authorities.  Detailed estimates of local government funding of arts and

cultural activities are not available for this edition of this publication but are expected to

be available for a future edition, when the ABS begins to classify local government data

by a more detailed Local Government Purpose Classification.

Funding data in this publication are aligned, where possible, with the categories

specified in the Industry Classification of the Australian Culture and Leisure

Classifications (cat. no. 4902.0), which were released in 2001. Cultural activities have

been classified into two major groups: Heritage; and the Arts.

AB O U T TH I S PU B L I C A T I O N

Western AustraliaWA

VictoriaVic.

TasmaniaTas.

South AustraliaSA

QueenslandQld

Northern TerritoryNT

New South WalesNSW

not elsewhere classifiedn.e.c.

Australian Government Department of FinanceDOF

AustraliaAust.

Australian Capital TerritoryACT

Australian Culture and Leisure ClassificationsACLC

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABS
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Funding from the Australian Government at the national level increased by $28.9m or 2%

in 2003–04, driven by an increase in funding for Broadcasting and film, which was up

$33.2m on funding levels for 2002–03. Offsetting the rise was a fall in funding to Nature

parks and reserves, which decreased by $14.9m. Although federal government funding

increased in 2003–04, the increase was less than that experienced between the previous

two years, where there was an increase of $50.1m or 3% between 2001–02 and 2002–03.

Similarly, the state and territory governments' contribution to cultural funding increased

by $60.6m or 3% from the previous year to $2,356.2m in 2003–04. The largest increase in

cultural funding provided was directed towards Other museums (which increased by

$38.0m) and Art museums (increasing $16.0m). Funding for Zoological parks, aquaria

and botanic gardens rose $12.0m to $126.6m, as did funding for Performing arts venues

which was up $11.8m. Offsetting these increases was a fall in Broadcasting and film

(a) Due to a break in time series, earlier local government data are not comparable with 2003–04
figures (see paragraphs 11 and 16 in the Explanatory Notes).
(b) Australian Government refers to the federal government and was referred to as Commonwealth
Government in previous publications. It does not refer to the aggregate of state and territory
governments, nor does it include local government. (See paragraph 8 in the Explanatory Notes.)
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Between 2002–03 and 2003–04, the Australian Government contribution to cultural

funding increased by 2% ($28.9m) while the state and territory government contribution

rose by 3% ($60.6m). Over the previous period (2001–02 to 2002–03) there was an

overall increase in government funding of $320.4m (7%) with increases reported for all

levels of government (federal, state and territory, and local).

Changes over time

Total government funding for cultural activities reached $5 billion in 2003–04

($5,000.7m). At the federal level, the Australian Government contributed $1,699.4m

(34%) to cultural funding while state and territory governments contributed $2,356.2m

(47%).  Local governments provided $945.1m (19%).

Funding of over $1 billion ($1,075.8m or 22% of total cultural funding) was allocated to

the category of Broadcasting and film by the Australian Government and state and

territory governments. The other major recipients of federal and state and territory

government funding were Nature parks and reserves ($1,051.8m or 21% of total cultural

funding); Other museums (which consists of museums other than art museums)

($527.2m) and Libraries and archives ($473.1m).

CU L T U R A L FU N D I N G
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The amount of funding for cultural activities in any one year can be affected by high

levels of one-off capital expenditure. Capital expenditure refers to expenditure on the

creation of fixed assets and on the acquisition of land, buildings and intangible assets. In

contrast, recurrent expenditure refers mainly to expenditure on wages and salaries,

purchases of goods and services, and current grants and subsidies.

RE C U R R E N T AN D CA P I T A L

EX P E N D I T U R E
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Government funding per person remained relatively stable in 2003–04 for both the

Australian Government and state and territory governments. Federally, the Australian

Government contribution to cultural funding increased by less than $1.00 per person

(from $84.55 in 2002–03 to $84.99 in 2003–04). Over the same period, the state and

territory governments' contribution rose by $1.65 per person (from $116.19 in 2002–03

to $117.84 in 2003–04). For local governments, cultural funding in 2003–04 equated to

$47.27 per person.

Funding per person

funding (down $23m or 27%). Over the previous period (2001–02 to 2002–03) state and

territory governments' spending increased by a larger amount, up $87.7m or 4%.

Changes over time

continued
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In 2003–04, local government funding for cultural activities was $945.1m, which was 19%

of total cultural funding provided by all levels of government. Almost a third of local

government funding was provided by NSW local governments, where funding was

$315.2m.

On a per person basis, local government in WA contributed the largest amount of

cultural funding ($77.24 per person) which was $29.98 above the average of $47.27 per

person. The lowest amount of $10.44 per person was allocated by NT local governments

and was $36.82 below the average.

Local government

In contrast, state and territory governments directed the majority of their funds towards

Heritage activities ($1,951.4m or 83%) in 2003–04, while Arts activities received a total of

$404.8m (17%). Nature parks and reserves in particular received $983.0m, representing

42% of the total state and territory government funding allocation for cultural activities.

The remaining funds went towards Art and Other museums ($484.7m), Libraries and

archives ($357.1m), Performing arts venues ($144.5m) and Zoological parks, aquaria and

botanic gardens ($126.6m).

Cultural funding per person remained close to the average of $117.84 for most state and

territory governments in 2003–04. Exceptions to this were the Northern Territory

Government, with expenditure per person of $498.31 (more than four times the

average) and the Australian Capital Territory Government, with per person expenditure

of $140.80. The Northern Territory Government has responsibility for funding Libraries,

whereas in other states and territories these are funded by local governments. The

Northern Territory Government spent $10.3m ($51.55 per person) on Libraries in

2003–04. The above-average expenditure per person by the Australian Capital Territory

Government is related to the fact that the Australian Capital Territory does not have local

governments to provide funding. In Victoria, per person expenditure by the state

government ($89.05) was well below the average.

In 2003–04, funding for Nature parks and reserves was a major component of per person

expenditure for some regions. The Northern Territory Government spent $54.9m or

$276.15 per person, when the average expenditure on Nature parks and reserves was

only $49.16 per person. Other state and territory governments to exceed this average

were Queensland ($67.20 or $258.3m), Tasmania ($57.75 or $27.7m), New South Wales

($50.43 or $338.4m) and Western Australia ($49.62 or $97.6m).

State and terr itory

government

In 2003–04, the Australian Government allocated the majority of its cultural funding to

support Arts activities ($1,259.2m, or 74% of total federal funding), while Heritage

activities received $440.3m (26%). The category of Broadcasting and film was the main

recipient of federal Arts funding ($1,012.8m or 60%) with Radio and television services in

particular receiving $915.3m (54%). Other museums were allocated $202.4m (12%).

FU N D I N G BY LE V E L OF

GO V E R N M E N T

Austral ian Government

Recurrent expenditure accounts for the largest portion of total government funding for

cultural activities and this generally applies across all levels of government. In 2003–04

recurrent expenditure reached $4,537.8m or 91% of total cultural funding. In particular,

the Australian Government allocated $1,677.6m (99%) of funding towards recurrent

activity, whereas state and territory governments provided $2,082.0m (88%) and local

governments contributed $778.2m (82%).

RE C U R R E N T AN D CA P I T A L

EX P E N D I T U R E  continued

A B S • CU L T U R A L FU N D I N G B Y GO V E R N M E N T • 4 1 8 3 . 0 • 2 0 0 3 – 0 4 5

S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S  continued



— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
(a) Data for 2001–02 and 2002–03 have been revised (see paragraph 15 in the Explanatory Notes). 
(b) The Australian Government refers to the federal government and was referred to as Commonwealth Government in previous publications. It does not refer to the

aggregate of state and territory governments, nor does it include local government. (See paragraph 8 in the Explanatory Notes.)
(c) Due to a break in time series, earlier data are not comparable with 2003–04 figures (see paragraphs 11 and 16 in the Explanatory Notes).
(d) Aggregate including all three levels of government: the Australian Government, state and territory governments, and local government.

na100.05 000.7nananananaTotal(c)(d)

na18.9945.1nananananaLocal government(c)

2.647.12 356.24.046.02 295.647.32 207.9Total state and territory government

–0.58.1404.8–0.68.2406.88.8409.3Total arts

4.40.842.547.30.840.70.627.6Other arts n.e.c.
–1.70.841.244.10.841.90.629.1Administration of culture

–16.50.312.7–21.60.315.30.419.5
Community cultural centres and

activities

–26.81.363.014.41.786.01.675.2Broadcasting and film
25.90.316.722.00.313.30.210.9Visual arts and crafts

8.92.9144.5–18.52.7132.73.5162.8Performing arts venues
9.91.679.8–10.01.572.61.780.6Performing arts
1.60.14.519.60.14.40.13.7Literature and print media

Arts

3.339.01 951.45.037.81 888.838.51 798.6Total heritage

–0.47.1357.10.87.2358.47.6355.6Libraries and archives
10.42.5126.612.02.3114.62.2102.4

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

–0.219.7983.010.019.7985.019.2895.1Nature parks and reserves
13.26.5324.87.05.7286.85.7267.9Other museums
11.13.2159.9–18.92.9143.93.8177.6Art museums

Heritage
State and territory government

1.734.01 699.43.133.51 670.534.71 620.4Total Australian Government(b)

4.125.21 259.25.224.21 209.424.61 149.3Total arts

34.41.153.1–11.20.839.51.044.5Other arts n.e.c.
–4.50.736.17.50.837.80.835.2Administration of culture

–10.20.212.0–45.80.313.40.524.7
Community cultural centres and

activities

3.420.31 012.87.219.6979.619.6914.0Broadcasting and film
–19.10.210.7–1.70.313.20.313.5Visual arts and crafts
85.3—1.0–81.9—0.50.13.0Performing arts venues

5.52.1105.47.82.099.92.092.7Performing arts
9.90.627.916.20.525.40.521.9Literature and print media

Arts

–4.58.8440.3–2.19.2461.110.1471.1Total heritage

2.82.3116.01.32.3112.82.4111.4Libraries and archives
–7.10.17.43.20.27.90.27.7

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

–17.81.468.89.11.783.71.676.7Nature parks and reserves
–1.14.0202.4–10.04.1204.64.9227.4Other museums

–12.20.945.78.71.052.01.047.9Art museums
Heritage

Australian Government(b)

%%$m%%$m%$m

Change from

previous year

Percentage

of total

Value of

funding

Change from

previous year

Percentage

of total

Value of

funding

Percentage

of total

Value of

funding

2003–042002–03(a)2001–02(a)

Catego r y and le ve l of gove r nmen t

CULTURAL FUNDING, By category and leve l of government —2001–  02 to 2003–  041
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na not available
(a) Although the Australian Capital Territory does not have a local government, its population

has been included in calculations of per person funding (see paragraph 13 in the
Explanatory Notes)

(b) Data for 2001–02 and 2002–03 have been revised (see paragraph 15 in the Explanatory
Notes).

(c) The Australian Government refers to the federal government and was referred to as
Commonwealth Government in previous publications. It does not refer to the aggregate of
state and territory governments, nor does it include local government. (See paragraph 8 in
the Explanatory Notes.)

(d) Due to a break in time series, earlier data are not comparable with 2003–04 figures (see
paragraphs 11 and 16 in the Explanatory Notes).

(e) Aggregate including all three levels of government: the Australian Government, state and
territory governments, and local government.

250.10nanaTotal(d)(e)

47.27nanaLocal government(d)

117.84116.19113.05Total state and territory  government

20.2520.5920.96Total arts

2.132.061.41Other arts n.e.c.
2.062.121.49Administration of culture
0.640.771.00

Community cultural centres and
activities

3.154.353.85Broadcasting and film
0.840.670.56Visual arts and crafts
7.236.728.34Performing arts venues
3.993.674.13Performing arts
0.220.220.19Literature and print media

Arts

97.5995.6092.10Total heritage

17.8618.1418.21Libraries and archives
6.335.805.24

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

49.1649.8545.83Nature parks and reserves
16.2414.5113.72Other museums

8.007.299.09Art museums
Heritage

State and territory government

84.9984.5582.97Total Australian Government(c)

62.9761.2158.85Total arts

2.662.002.28Other arts n.e.c.
1.811.911.80Administration of culture
0.600.681.27

Community cultural centres and
activities

50.6549.5846.80Broadcasting and film
0.540.670.69Visual arts and crafts
0.050.030.15Performing arts venues
5.275.064.75Performing arts
1.401.291.12Literature and print media

Arts

22.0223.3424.12Total heritage

5.805.715.71Libraries and archives
0.370.400.39

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

3.444.243.93Nature parks and reserves
10.1210.3611.65Other museums

2.292.632.45Art museums
Heritage

Australian Government(c)

$$$

2003-042002-03(b)2001-02(b)

CULTURAL FUNDING PER PERSON (a) , By category and leve l of government —2001–  02 to

2003–  042
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The Australian Government refers to the federal government and was referred to as

Commonwealth Government in previous publications. It does not refer to the
aggregate of state and territory governments, nor does it include local government.
(See paragraph 8 in the Explanatory Notes.)

(b) Aggregate including all three levels of government: the Australian Government, state
and territory governments, and local government.

5 000.7462.94 537.8Total (b)

945.1166.8778.2Local government

2 356.2274.22 082.0Total state and territory government

404.844.1360.7Total arts

42.55.636.9Other arts n.e.c.
41.29.331.8Administration of culture
12.70.112.7

Community cultural centres and
activities

63.00.662.4Broadcasting and film
16.72.414.3Visual arts and crafts

144.525.1119.4Performing arts venues
79.81.078.8Performing arts

4.5—4.5Literature and print media
Arts

1 951.4230.11 721.3Total heritage

357.151.3305.8Libraries and archives
126.623.0103.6

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

983.069.3913.7Nature parks and reserves
324.857.1267.6Other museums
159.929.4130.6Art museums

Heritage
State and territory government

1 699.421.91 677.6Total Australian Government(a)

1 259.210.21 248.9Total arts

53.10.153.0Other arts n.e.c.
36.10.535.6Administration of culture
12.00.511.5

Community cultural centres and
activities

1 012.87.51 005.4Broadcasting and film
10.70.610.1Visual arts and crafts

1.01.0—Performing arts venues
105.4—105.4Performing arts

27.9—27.9Literature and print media
Arts

440.311.6428.6Total heritage

116.01.1114.9Libraries and archives
7.4—7.4

Zoological parks, aquaria and
botanic gardens

68.8—68.8Nature parks and reserves
202.44.5198.0Other museums

45.76.139.6Art museums
Heritage

Australian Government(a)
2003–04

$m$m$m

Total CapitalRecurrent 

CULTURAL FUNDING, Recur ren t and cap i ta l expend i tu re —2003–  043
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) The Australian Government refers to the federal government and was referred to as Commonwealth Government in previous publications.

It does not refer to the aggregate of state and territory governments, nor does it include local government. (See paragraph 8 in the
Explanatory Notes.)

(b) Due to a break in time series, earlier data are not comparable with 2003–04 figures (see paragraphs 11 and 16 in the Explanatory
Notes).

84.9984.5582.971 699.41 670.51 620.4Total

62.9761.2158.851 259.21 209.41 149.3Total arts

2.662.002.2853.139.544.5Total

0.890.630.8717.812.416.9Other arts n.e.c.
0.030.05—0.71.0—

Major Multi-Arts
Festivals

1.731.321.4134.626.127.6Arts education
Other arts n.e.c.

1.811.911.8036.137.835.2Administration of culture
0.600.681.2712.013.424.7

Community Cultural Centres
and Activities

50.6549.5846.801 012.8979.6914.0Total

0.030.030.050.60.60.9Multimedia
4.854.623.9196.991.376.4Film and video

45.7844.9342.84915.3887.7836.7
Radio and Television

services

Broadcasting and film
0.540.670.6910.713.213.5Visual arts and crafts
0.050.030.151.00.53.0Performing arts venues

5.275.064.75105.499.992.7Total

0.240.330.274.96.55.3Other performing arts
0.960.720.6519.214.212.6Music theatre and opera
0.590.460.5111.89.09.9Dance
0.710.660.7114.313.013.8Drama
2.762.892.6155.357.151.0Music

Performing arts
1.401.291.1227.925.421.9Literature and print media

Arts

22.0223.3424.12440.3461.1471.1Total heritage

5.805.715.71116.0112.8111.4Total

3.253.223.2065.063.762.4Archives
2.552.492.5151.049.149.0Libraries

Libraries and archives

0.370.400.397.47.97.7Total

0.370.400.397.47.97.7Botanic gardens
——————

Zoological parks and
aquaria

Zoological parks, aquaria
and botanic gardens

3.444.243.9368.883.776.7Nature parks and reserves
10.1210.3611.65202.4204.6227.4Other museums

2.292.632.4545.752.047.9Art museums
Heritage

$$$$m$m$m

2003-042002-03(b)2001-02(b)2003-042002-03(b)2001-02(b)

PER PERSONVALUE OF FUNDING

AUSTRAL IAN GOVERNMENT CULTURAL FUNDING (a) —2001–  02 to 2003–  044
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(a) Data for 2001–02 and 2002–03 have been revised (see paragraph 15 in the Explanatory Notes).

117.84116.19113.052 356.22 295.62 207.9Total

20.2520.5920.96404.8406.8409.3Total arts

2.132.061.4142.540.727.6Total

0.910.750.3918.214.97.6Other arts n.e.c.
1.190.930.6823.918.413.2

Major Multi-Arts
Festivals

0.020.370.350.57.46.8Arts education
Other arts n.e.c.

2.062.121.4941.241.929.1Administration of culture
0.640.771.0012.715.319.5

Community Cultural Centres
and Activities

3.154.353.8563.086.075.2Total

0.040.030.050.70.71.1Multimedia
3.104.293.7861.984.773.9Film and video
0.020.030.010.30.60.2

Radio and Television
services

Broadcasting and film
0.840.670.5616.713.310.9Visual arts and crafts
7.236.728.34144.5132.7162.8Performing arts venues

3.993.674.1379.872.680.6Total

0.260.320.505.26.39.7Other performing arts
0.710.670.6714.213.213.0Music theatre and opera
0.560.590.5811.211.611.3Dance
1.231.041.4024.620.627.4Drama
1.231.060.9824.620.919.2Music

Performing arts
0.220.220.194.54.43.7Literature and print media

Arts

97.5995.6092.101 951.41 888.81 798.6Total heritage

17.8618.1418.21357.1358.4355.6Total

2.231.962.2644.738.844.2Archives
15.6316.1815.95312.4319.7311.5Libraries

Libraries and archives

6.335.805.24126.6114.6102.4Total

3.783.363.0875.766.460.1Botanic gardens
2.552.442.1650.948.342.2

Zoological parks and
aquaria

Zoological parks, aquaria
and botanic gardens

49.1649.8545.83983.0985.0895.1Nature parks and reserves
16.2414.5113.72324.8286.8267.9Other museums

8.007.299.09159.9143.9177.6Art museums
Heritage

$$$$m$m$m

2003-042002-03(a)2001-02(a)2003-042002-03(a)2001-02(a)

PER PERSONVALUE OF FUNDING

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT CULTURAL FUNDING— 2001–  02 to 2003–  045
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(a) Care should be taken when comparing categories
between states and territories (see paragraph 14 in the
Explanatory Notes).

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

2 356.245.599.164.3262.3181.2406.0440.0857.8Total

404.811.58.65.260.744.042.477.4154.9Total arts

42.5—0.40.84.911.10.29.315.7Total

18.2———0.37.00.22.48.3Other arts n.e.c.
23.9—0.40.84.54.0—6.77.4

Major Multi-Arts
Festivals

0.5———0.10.1—0.2—Arts education
Other arts n.e.c.

41.22.7—1.414.72.35.26.58.4Administration of culture
12.70.70.60.14.30.52.12.32.1

Community Cultural Centres
and Activities

63.00.30.10.28.05.69.728.810.2Total

0.70.1——0.3—0.10.10.1Multimedia
61.90.20.10.27.65.59.728.710.1Film and video

0.30.1——0.10.1———
Radio and Television

services

Broadcasting and film
16.71.80.80.41.91.92.33.83.8Visual arts and crafts

144.52.75.20.115.28.38.815.289.1Performing arts venues

79.83.11.31.910.713.713.610.824.6Total

5.2—0.40.10.12.30.70.80.8Other performing arts
14.20.1—0.11.31.84.00.86.1Music theatre and opera
11.20.40.20.32.41.42.51.72.2Dance
24.60.70.30.42.94.35.13.17.8Drama
24.61.90.50.94.03.91.34.57.7Music

Performing arts
4.50.20.10.21.00.60.50.71.1Literature and print media

Arts

1 951.434.090.559.1201.6137.2363.6362.6703.0Total heritage

357.114.313.118.031.641.255.280.2103.6Total

44.70.22.91.61.79.25.87.116.3Archives
312.414.110.316.429.932.049.473.187.3Libraries

Libraries and archives

126.6—2.52.423.113.5—24.560.6Total

75.7—2.52.414.59.6—10.835.9Botanic gardens
50.9———8.63.9—13.724.8

Zoological parks and
aquaria

Zoological parks, aquaria
and botanic gardens

983.013.454.927.797.660.9258.3131.8338.4Nature parks and reserves
324.81.812.610.738.415.423.771.9150.3Other museums
159.94.47.30.410.96.326.354.250.0Art museums

Heritage

$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$m

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT CULTURAL FUNDING, By state and

ter r i to ry (a ) —2003–  046
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Care should be taken when comparing categories between states and territories (see paragraph 14 in the Explanatory Notes).

117.84140.80498.31133.98133.38118.38105.6089.05127.84Total

20.2535.7043.4210.8630.8828.7311.0415.6723.08Total arts

2.130.032.121.682.487.260.061.892.34Total

0.910.030.02—0.154.570.060.481.23Other arts n.e.c.
1.19—1.961.672.292.62—1.361.11

Major Multi-Arts
Festivals

0.02—0.140.020.040.07—0.05—Arts education
Other arts n.e.c.

2.068.25—3.017.471.481.361.311.25Administration of culture
0.642.243.170.302.170.320.550.470.31

Community Cultural Centres
and Activities

3.150.950.380.464.093.662.545.831.51Total

0.040.210.05—0.150.020.020.030.01Multimedia
3.100.530.330.463.873.582.515.801.50Film and video
0.020.21——0.070.06———

Radio and Television
services

Broadcasting and film
0.845.654.200.900.971.230.590.770.56Visual arts and crafts
7.238.3326.140.147.755.402.283.0813.28Performing arts venues

3.999.616.773.875.478.973.542.183.67Total

0.260.111.920.110.061.530.190.150.12Other performing arts
0.710.24—0.280.671.181.030.170.91Music theatre and opera
0.561.351.240.661.210.940.640.340.33Dance
1.232.081.270.881.502.801.340.621.16Drama
1.235.832.351.942.032.520.340.901.15Music

Performing arts
0.220.640.650.510.490.410.130.140.16Literature and print media

Arts

97.59105.09454.89123.12102.5089.6594.5773.38104.76Total heritage

17.8644.2666.0037.4016.0526.8914.3616.2315.44Total

2.230.7214.463.310.845.991.511.442.42Archives
15.6343.5451.5534.0915.2120.9012.8614.7913.02Libraries

Libraries and archives

6.33—12.594.9011.768.81—4.969.03Total

3.78—12.594.907.396.28—2.185.35Botanic gardens
2.55———4.372.53—2.773.69

Zoological parks and
aquaria

Zoological parks, aquaria
and botanic gardens

49.1641.50276.1557.7549.6239.7967.2026.6650.43Nature parks and reserves
16.245.5963.4922.1819.5210.066.1614.5622.40Other museums

8.0013.7436.650.895.554.116.8410.987.46Art museums
Heritage

$$$$$$$$$

Aust.ACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT CULTURAL FUNDING PER PERSON, By state and

ter r i to ry (a ) —2003–  047
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(a) Detailed estimates of local government funding of arts
and cultural activities are unavailable (see paragraph
11 in the Explanatory Notes).

(b) Due to a break in time series, earlier data are not
comparable with 2003–04 figures (see paragraphs 11
and 16 in the Explanatory Notes).

(c) Care should be taken when comparing categories
between states and territories (see paragraph 14 in the
Explanatory Notes).

(d) Although the Australian Capital Territory does not have
a local government, its population has been included in
calculations of per person funding (see paragraph 13 in
the Explanatory Notes).

47.27945.1Australia

10.442.1Northern Territory
12.085.8Tasmania
77.24151.9Western Australia
53.7082.2South Australia
38.92149.6Queensland
48.23238.3Victoria
46.97315.2New South Wales

$$m

Per person(d)Value of funding

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CULTURAL FUNDING (a) (b ) , By state and ter r i to r y (c ) —2003–  048
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10    State and territory government information was obtained from a range of sources.

Arts authorities supplied details of their recurrent and capital expenditure. For other

state and territory public sector authorities, relevant data were extracted from budget

papers. Details of relevant cultural funding were also obtained from other state and

State and terr i tory

governments

8    The Australian Government refers to the federal (national) level of government and

was previously referred to as the Commonwealth Government. This change of name is in

response to an Australian Government initiative in 2004.

9    Prior to 1999–2000, Australian Government funding data was obtained from the

Department of Finance's (DOF) Budget Management System which provided a reliable

cash measure of funding by the Australian Government. Since the introduction of accrual

accounting at the beginning of the 1999–2000 financial year, estimates of funding by

federal agencies and authorities have been sourced from annual reports and budget

papers. Also, supplementary information was obtained from selected agencies and

authorities. The effect of these changes in the Australian Government's accounting

practices on estimates of cultural funding are considered to be minor.

SO U R C E S AN D ME T H O D S

Austral ian Government

6    In 2001, the ABS published the Australian Culture and Leisure Classifications (ACLC)

(cat. no. 4902.0) which are intended to form the basis for future statistical compilation in

the fields of culture and leisure by the ABS and other organisations. Categories used in

this publication have been aligned, where possible with the Industry Classification from

this set of classifications.

7    In 2002–03, data for Public halls and civic centres was combined with data for

Community cultural activities to create the new category Community cultural centres

and activities.  In addition, from 2002–03 Other arts n.e.c. was further categorised to

include Major multi-arts festivals. Data for previous years was revised to ensure

comparability over time.

CL A S S I F I C A T I O N

1    This publication contains estimates of public funding for arts and cultural activities,

facilities and services for the three levels of government in Australia in 2003–04 and the

preceding two years.

2    Statistics for the Australian Government and state and territory governments relate

mainly to funding from Australian and state and territory budgets. For some 'off budget'

agencies (i.e. agencies which are authorised to operate their own bank accounts), only

the funding from annual appropriations is included. Any funding from other sources,

such as donations or membership fees, is excluded from analysis.

3    Agencies classified by the ABS as public trading enterprises (e.g. most performing

arts venues) are not included except to the extent of any subsidies (or capital funding)

paid to them from government budgets.

4    In order to ensure that funds are not counted more than once, specific purpose

grants received from other levels of government have been netted out of the

expenditure for the receiving government.

5    For arts education, only funding provided by government arts portfolios has been

included. Usually, funding from these portfolios is for major institutions which specialise

in education of a cultural nature, such as the National Academy of Music, the National

Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA), the Australian Ballet School and the Australian Film,

Television and Radio School (AFTRS). Cultural disciplines within educational institutions,

such as universities and tertiary colleges, are largely funded by education portfolios and,

therefore, are generally excluded. Funding is also excluded for special libraries (e.g.

Parliamentary libraries), libraries in higher education institutions and schools, and

cultural activities which are an integral part of larger entities (such as police and military

bands).

CO V E R A G E
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17    More details of cultural funding in Australia are published by the Cultural Ministers

Council Statistics Working Group.

18    Current publications and other products released by the ABS are listed in the

Catalogue of Publications and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). The Catalogue is available from

any ABS office or the ABS web site <http:\\www.abs.gov.au>. The ABS also issues a daily

Release Advice on the web site which details products to be released in the week ahead.

FU R T H E R IN F O R M A T I O N

16    In 2003–04, local government cultural funding data for the separate categories of

Recreation and Culture became available on the Local Government Finance Statistics

collection.  From 2003–04 onwards it will no longer be necessary to derive the

expenditure on cultural activities from the Recreation and Culture group.  Due to this

change in methodology, direct comparisons between 2003–04 and previous years

estimates of local government data should not be made. Local government data from

previous years, although validly estimated via a different method, has been excluded

from this publication.

CO M P A R I S O N S OV E R T I M E

15    Care should be taken when comparing data in this publication with those of

previous editions as the historical data shown in this publication have been revised as

improved sources of information have become available.

RE V I S I O N S IN 20 0 3 – 0 4

14    Care should be taken when comparing values between states and territories for

some categories of funding as the funding provided by state and territory governments

may vary according to the administrative arrangements existing in the respective states

and territories. For example, zoological and botanic gardens in Queensland, unlike other

states, are funded by local government and not the state government. Further, the costs

associated with the administration of culture may vary significantly among agencies.

ST A T E CO M P A R I S O N S

12    The population values used in calculating per person funding are the ABS estimates

of the resident population at the mid-point of the collection year.  The estimates of

resident population for years prior to 2003–04 have been revised. This publication uses

resident population estimates for December 2001 (19,529,274), December 2002

(19,757,896) and December 2003 (19,995,127). These values were taken from Australian

Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0).

13    The Australian Capital Territory does not have local government. To maintain

consistency between levels of government, the same resident population estimates are

used for all estimates of per person funding (regardless of the level of government under

consideration). This approach has been adopted to allow the aggregate of federal, state

and territory, and local government per person funding to add to total per person

funding.

CA L C U L A T I O N OF PE R

PE R S O N FU N D I N G

11    Data on local government funding of arts and cultural activities were included as

part of the Local Government Finance Statistics collection undertaken by the ABS. In

2003–04, this collection provided estimates for total culture funding expenditure, but

data was not available from this collection in any more detail. These total estimates were

obtained from the Recreation and Culture group of the Government Purpose

Classification used by the ABS in compiling government financial estimates. A more

detailed breakdown of culture funding is expected to be available in future years when

the ABS begins to classify local government data by the new Local Government Purpose

Classification.

Local governments

territory government organisations such as health promotion foundations and major

events organisations.

State and terr i tory

governments  continued
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All ABS publications can be downloaded free of charge
from the ABS web site.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O P U B L I C A T I O N S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Data already published that can be provided within five
minutes will be free of charge. Our information consultants
can also help you to access the full range of ABS
information—ABS user pays services can be tailored to
your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be
purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with
analytical or methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N S E R V I C E

This service now provides only current Consumer Price
Index statistics call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per
minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC

For current and historical Consumer Price Index data, call
1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

CPI INFOLINE

A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require,
or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

LIBRARY

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS web site is the best place to
start for access to summary data from our latest
publications, information about the ABS, advice about
upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a
statistical profile.

INTERNET
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