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N  O  T  E  S

A B O U T   T H I S   P U B L I C A T I O N This publication contains estimates of public funding for arts and cultural activities in

1996–97 for the three levels of government in Australia. The estimates have been

compiled from data collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics from State and

Territory arts authorities, the Australia Council and local government authorities.

Funding by Commonwealth authorities (other than the Australia Council) and other

State and Territory public sector authorities was determined by examining output from

various budget papers.............................................
S Y M B O L S   A N D   O T H E R 

U S A G E S 

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

GPC Government Purpose Classification

n.a. not available

n.e.c. not elsewhere classified

— nil or rounded to zero

T. J.   S k i n n e r

A c t i n g   A u s t r a l i a n   S t a t i s t i c i a n



M A I N   F E A T U R E S...............................................................

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Total government funding for culture was $3,447.5m in 1996–97, an increase of

$178.2m (5.5%) from 1995–96 (see table 1). Funding increased for Cultural facilities

and services (up $142.9m or 10.0%) and Recreational facilities and services (up

$60.9m or 8.0%) (see table 2). There was a fall in funding for Broadcasting and film,

and Recreation and culture n.e.c.

Of the total government funding for culture, Commonwealth government funding

accounted for $1,288.2m (or 37.4% of the total), State and Territory government

$1,368.5m (39.7%) and local government $790.7m (22.9%) (see table 1). 

The Commonwealth government contribution dropped from 1995–96 in both

absolute and proportional terms, whereas there was an increase in contributions by

both the State and Territory and local governments.

At the Commonwealth government level, radio and television broadcasting accounted

for the largest share of funding for culture ($776.9m or 60.3%) (see table 4).

At the State and Territory government level, national parks and wildlife services

accounted for the largest share ($542.9m or 39.7%) (see table 4).

For local government, libraries and archives received the largest share 

($415.6m or 52.6%) (see table 4).

FUNDING PER HEAD

Cultural funding was equivalent to $187.1 per head of population, of which

Commonwealth government funding contributed $69.9 per head, State and Territory

government $74.3 per head and local government $42.9 per head (see table 3).

RECURRENT/CAPITAL FUNDING

Most cultural funding was of a recurrent nature ($2,904.4m or 84.2%). Capital 

funding ($543.1m or 15.8%) was mostly undertaken by State and Territory

governments ($270.9m) and local governments ($194.1m) (see table 5).
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1  CULTURAL FUNDING, By Level of Government...........................................................................
1994–95............ 1995–96............. 1996–97............

Amount

Proportion

of total Amount

Proportion

of total Amount

Proportion

 of total

Level of government $m % $m % $m %

........................................................................
Commonwealth 1 289.9 42.3 1 372.2 42.0 1 288.2 37.4
State and Territory 1 162.0 38.1 1 217.6 37.2 1 368.5 39.7
Local 599.6 19.6 679.5 20.8 790.7 22.9
Total 3 051.5 100.0 3 269.3 100.0 3 447.5 100.0

........................................................................

2  CULTURAL FUNDING, By Major Group...........................................................................
1994–95 1995–96............ 1996–97...........

Amount Amount Change Amount Change

Major group $m $m % $m %

.........................................................................
Recreational facilities and services 744.0 761.5 2.4 822.4  8.0
Cultural facilities and services 1 270.7 1 425.2 12.2 1 568.1  10.0
Broadcasting and film 902.7 914.5  1.3 911.1 –0.4
Recreation and culture n.e.c. 134.2 168.1 25.3 145.9 –13.2
Total 3 051.5 3 269.3 7.1 3 447.5  5.5

.........................................................................

3  CULTURAL FUNDING, Per Head of Population(a)—1996–97........................................................................
LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT..........

Commonwealth State and 

Territory

Local Total

Major group $ $ $ $

..........................................................
Recreational facilities and services 5.3 29.5 9.9 44.7
Cultural facilities and services 13.7 40.8 30.6 85.1
Broadcasting and film 47.5 1.9 0.1 49.5
Recreation and culture n.e.c. 3.4 2.1 2.4 7.9
Total 69.9 74.3 42.9 187.1

..........................................................
(a) Resident population estimate at 31 December 1996, 18,422,695, from 

Australian Demographic Statistics, December Quarter 1997 (Cat. no. 3101.0).
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4  CULTURAL FUNDING, By Category—1996–97..........................................................................
LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT..........

Commonwealth

State and

Territory Local Total

Category $m $m $m $m

...............................................................
Recreational facilities and services

Public halls and civic centres — — 179.4 179.4
National parks and wildlife services 97.9 542.9 2.2 643.0
Total 97.9 542.9 181.6 822.4

Cultural facilities and services
Zoological and botanic gardens 0.9 63.1 16.4 80.4
Libraries and archives 55.4 225.8 415.6 696.8
Literature and publishing 10.2 3.5 0.9 14.5
Museums 54.5 151.3 11.0 216.7
Art galleries  20.0 63.7 39.2 122.9
Visual arts/crafts and photography 15.8 9.9  3.0 28.7
Performing arts venues and arts centres — 129.0 59.2 188.3
Music (excluding opera) 20.5 16.2 3.5 40.2
Other performing arts 37.9 45.6 6.4 89.9
Cultural heritage 37.8 43.5 8.4 89.8
Total 252.9 751.6 563.7 1 568.1

Broadcasting and film
Radio and television broadcasting 776.9 0.2 0.8 778.0
Film and video 91.9 35.2 0.1 127.1
Multimedia 5.5 0.5 n.a. 6.0
Total 874.3 35.9 0.9 911.1

Recreation and culture n.e.c.
Administration of culture 22.1 18.8 23.3 64.2
Community cultural activities 24.4 13.9 12.8 51.1
Other culture n.e.c. 16.7 5.4 8.5 30.6
Total 63.2 38.1 44.6 145.9

Total 1 288.2 1 368.5 790.7 3 447.5

...............................................................

5  RECURRENT AND CAPITAL FUNDING—1996–97...........................................................................
Recurrent Capital Total

Major group $m $m $m

..................................................
Recreational facilities and services 653.9 168.5 822.4
Cultural facilities and services 1 256.3 311.9 1 568.1
Broadcasting and film 854.0 57.1 911.1
Recreation and culture n.e.c. 140.2 5.6 145.9
Total 2 904.4 543.1 3 447.5

Of which
Commonwealth 1 210.2  78.0 1 288.2
State and Territory 1 097.6 270.9 1 368.5
Local 596.6 194.1 790.7

..................................................
.............................................................................................
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E X P L A N A T O R Y   N O T E S...........................................................
COVERAGE 

1  This publication contains estimates of public funding for arts and cultural
activities for the three levels of government in Australia in 1996–97 and the

preceding two years. 

2  Statistics for the Commonwealth Government and State and Territory
Governments relate mainly to funding from Commonwealth--State budgets, thus

excluding for some 'off-budget' agencies any expenditure financed from sources

other than the annual appropriation from the budget.

3  Agencies classified by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) as public
trading enterprises (e.g. most performing arts venues) are not included except to

the extent of any subsidies (or capital funding) paid to them from the budget.

4  Specific purpose grants received from other levels of government have been
netted out of the expenditure for the receiving government.

5  Funding associated with sport, fitness, recreation and education (in particular,
major educational institutions and tertiary colleges specialising in culture) is

excluded from the overall analysis. Also excluded is funding for special libraries,

libraries in higher education institutions and schools, and activities which are an

integral part of larger entities such as police and military bands.

 CLASSIFICATION

6  Government cultural funding in this publication is classified according to the
four major groups within the Recreation and Culture section of the Government

Purpose Classification (GPC) used by the ABS in compiling Government  Finance

Statistics. These are Recreational Facilities and Services, Cultural Facilities and

Services, Broadcasting and Film, and Recreation and Culture not elsewhere

classified. The groups are then further subdivided in accordance with categories

specified in the Cultural Ministers Council's Culture-Leisure Industry Statistical

Framework (see table 4).

SOURCES AND METHODS

7  Estimates of funding by Commonwealth authorities (other than the Australia
Council) were compiled from data extracted from the Department of Finance

Budget Management System sorted according to class code (equivalent to the

GPC); supplementary information was obtained from the annual reports of the

Australia Council and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission.

8  Arts authorities in each State and Territory supplied details of their current
and capital expenditure.  For other State and Territory public sector authorities,

data were extracted from budget papers. Details of funding provided by Health

Promotion Foundations were collected from these organisations.

9  Estimates of local government funding on arts and cultural activities were
based on the Local Government Finance Statistics collection undertaken by the

ABS. Some local government data included in the 1995–96 issue of this

publication have been revised due to the receipt of more up-to-date information.

.............................................................................................
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E X P L A N A T O R Y   N O T E S   continued...........................................................
FURTHER INFORMATION

10  More details of cultural funding in Australia are published by the Cultural
Ministers Council's Statistics Working Group .

11  Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications and Products (Cat. no. 1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays

and Fridays, a Release Advice (Cat. no. 1105.0) which lists publications to be

released in the next few days.  The Catalogue and Release Advice are available

from any ABS office.
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SELF-HELP ACCESS TO STATISTICS

PHONE Call 1900 986 400 for the latest statistics on CPI, Labour
Force, Earnings, National Accounts, Balance of Payments
and other topics. (Call cost is 75c per minute)

INTERNET http://www.abs.gov.au

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require.

WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE?

PHONE +61 1300 366 323

FAX +61 3 9615 7848

CONTACTING THE ABS

ABS provides a range of services, including: a telephone
inquiry service; information consultancy tailored to your
needs; survey, sample and questionnaire design; survey
evaluation and methodological reviews; and statistical
training.

INQUIRIES By phone By fax

Canberra 02 6252 6627 02 6253 1404

Sydney 02 9268 4611 02 9268 4668

Melbourne 03 9615 7755 03 9615 7798

Brisbane 07 3222 6351 07 3222 6283

Perth 08 9360 5140 08 9360 5955

Adelaide 08 8237 7400 08 8237 7566

Hobart 03 6222 5800 03 6222 5995

Darwin 08 8943 2111 08 8981 1218

POST Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen, ACT 2616

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au
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