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NOTES

NATIONAL PUBLICATION

INQUIRIES

State totals in this publication may differ from those in the recently released
national publication Selected Agricultural Commodities, Australia,
Preliminary, 1995-96 (7112.0). Differences in the totals are due to updated
processing,

For further information about statistics in this publicauon and the availability
of related unpublished statistics, contact Frank McCallum on Hobart (03)
6220 5939 or any ABS State office.

For information about other ABS statistics and services, please refer to the
back of this publication.

BRIAN DCYLE
Acting Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

CROPS

HORTICULTURE

Preliminary results from the agricultural census for the 1995-96 season show
improved conditions for agricultural production in Queensland resulting in
significantly larger grain crops.

In terms of area, the two main cereal crops grown for grain were wheat and
grain sorghum.

The area planted to grain sorghum increased by 21.3% from the previous
season to 629,800 hectares. Grain sorghum was sown in all Statistical
Divisions (SDs), the major contributor to area sown being Darling Downs
which accounted for 44.7% of the State's area sown (see table 1),

The area sown to wheat for grain increased by 70.7% from the previous
season to 683,800 hectares; production increased by 149.1% 1o 560,800
tonnes. Wheat was sown in all SDs except Central West and North West, the
major contributor to production being Darling Downs which accounted for
74.4% of the State's production (see table 1).

WHEAT, YEARS ENDED 31 MARCH
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In the year ended 31 March 1996, total mandarin production increased by
11.5% 10 42,200 tonnes. The number of mandarin trees six years and over
increased by 12.9% to 404,000. The major SD in terms of tree numbers and
production was Wide Bay-Burnett which accounted for 85.0% of the State's
production (see table 5).

In the year ended 31 March 1996, the number of apple trees six years and
over decreased by 11.6% 10 434,800. The major apple growing area in
Queensland was the Darling Downs SD which accounted for virtuazlly all of
the apple trees six years and over (see table 5). Production figures for
apples were not available ai the time of release of this publication,

In the year ended 31 March 1996, the area planted to banana trees of
bearing age increased by 5.2% to 5,200 hectares; production increased by
7.6% 10 161,800 tonnes. The major area in terms of production was the Far
North SD which accounted for 92.5% of the State's production (see table 6).
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LIVESTOCK The meat cattle herd numbered 10.2 million at 31 March 1996, an increase
of 5.1% from the previous season (see table 8). The major SDs in terms of
numbers were Fitzroy (17.7% of the State's herd), Darling Downs (14.2%),
North West (13.6%) and South West (11.5%).

The milk cattle herd remained virtually unchanged at just under 300,000
head at 31 March 1996. The major arcas in terms of numbers were the
Moreton and Brisbane SDs which together accounted for 35.1% of the State's
milk cattle (see table 9).

MEAT CATTLE, AT 31 MARCH
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The total number of sheep and lambs at 31 March 1996 was 10.8 million, a
decrease of 7.0% from the previous season. The major areas in terms of
sheep and lamb numbers were the South West and Central West SDs which
together accounted for 77.1% of the State's flock (see table 10). The number
ol lambs marked increased by 7.8% 1o 2.4 million (see table 11).

SHEEP AND LAMBS, AT 31 MARCH
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CROPS

1 AREA AND PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR GRAIN BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996p
Barley Grain sorghum Wheat
Area Production Area Production Area Production
Statistical division ‘000 ha ‘000 t ‘000 ha ‘000 t 000 ha '000 ¢
Moreten and Brisbane 2.3 4.4 3.3 ny.a, 0.7 1.1
Wide Bay-Burnett 4.6 5.6 15.3 n.y.a. 6.1 7.7
Darling Downs 157.6 181.4 281.4 n.y.a. 421.4 417.4
South West 11.1 4.7 47.0 my.a. 140.4 73.2
Fitzroy 5.9 4.7 191.8 ny.a. 102.0 50.2
Central West — — 0.2 n.y.a. - —_
Mackay 1.2 1.3 89.9 ny.a. 12.9 10.8
Nerthem — — 0.9 n.y.a. 0.3 0.3
FarNoth .. — 0.2 n.y.a. s G.1
North west — — 0.1 n.y.a. — —
Queensland
1996p 182.7 212.2 629.8 n.y.a. 683.8 560.8
1995 a3.5 72.8 519.2 916.5 400.7 225.1
1994 232.2 260.5 388.7 851.8 555.5 555.4
2 AREA AND PRCDUCTION OF CHICK PEAS FOR GRAIN BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1956p
Chick peas
Areg Production
Statistical division ‘000 ha '000 t
Moreton and Brisbane — —
Wide Bay-Burnett 0.2 0.1
Darling Downs 17.3 115
South West 0.6 0.2
Fitzroy 7.8 11
Central West — —
Mackay 2.0 09
Northern —_ —
Far North — —
North West - —
Queensland
1996p 27.9 13.9
1995 18.9 7.8
19949 7.4 4.2
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3 AREA AND PRODUCTION OF OILSEEDS BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996p

Canocla Safflower
Area Production Area Production
Statistical division ha tonnes ha tonnes
Mareton and Brisbane 28.1 264 — —
Wide Bay-Bumett 42.3 18.4 — —_—
Dariing Downs 265.5 78.6 14.0 5.6
South West — — — —
Fitzroy 23.0 10.2 — —_
Central West — - — —_
Mackay — — — —
Northern - — — —
Far North — — — —
North West — — — —
Queensland
1996p 358.9 1336 140 5.6
1995 95.0 9.0 254.5 104.0
19494 54.0 23.5 B806.0 2216
4 AREA AND PRODUCTION OF SUGAR CANE BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996p
Sugar cane (cut for crushing)
Area Production
Statistical division '000 ha ‘000 t
Moreton and Brisbane 11.0 8429
Wide Bay-Burnett 535 4 306.5
Darting Downs — —
South West — —_
Fitzroy — —
Central West —
Mackay 110.2 10 055.5
Northern 111.1 11 845.2
Far North 78.8 72380
North West —_ —
Queensland
1996p 384.7 34 388.0
1995 346.7 311455
1994 322.8 29 637.6
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HORTICULTURE

5 NUMBER OF TREES AND PRODUCTION OF CITRUS AND POME FRUIT BY STATISTICAL DIVISION,
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996p
Lemaons and limes Mandarins Oranges
Trees 8 years Trees 6 years Trees 6 years
and over Production and over Production and over Production
Statistical division no. tonnes no. tonnes no. tonnes
Moreton and Brisbane 24 015 1416.2 16 932 661.5 26 159 1.748.0
Wide Bay-Burnett 27 850 30835 352 878 35881.7 109891 10 512.1
Darling Downs 14 — 32 0.4 3749 294.7
South West 14 1.1 1578 238 127 3.0
Fitzroy 1032 131.4 g 212 5035.7 21418 249.2
Central West 16 0.6 82 33 74 3.0
Mackay 375 11.6 254 4.1 48 2.0
Northemn 960 204 6035 91.2 2064 B5.7
Far North 5 550 180.1 17 321 500.0 3 483 172.4
North West — — — — . —
Queansiand
1998p 59 814 4 854.1 404 325 42 201.7 167 012 13071.2
1995 67 385 6 593.4 358 203 37 838.2 194 847 18 076.5
1994 59 455 559796 256 700 36 147.9 182 181 20 694.6
Apples
Trees 6 years
ang over Production
Statistical division no. tonnes
Moreton and Brisbane 443 n.y.a.
Wide Bay-Bumett — n.y.a.
Darling Downs 434 220 ny.a.
South West — ny.a.
Fitzroy 107 n.y.a.
Central West — ny.a.
Mackay — ny.a,
Narthern — ny.a.
Far North —_ ny.a.
North West — ny.a.
Quesnsiand
1996p 424 770 my.a.
1995 491 749 278731
1994 475 074 26 3055
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NUMBER OF TREES, AREA AND PRODUCTICN OF STONE AND OTHER FRUIT BY STATISTICAL DIVISION,
6 YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996n
Apricots Nectarines Peaches
Trees 6 years Trees 6 years Trees 6§ years
and over Production and over Production and over Production
Slatistical division no. tonnes no. tonnes no. tonnes
Moreton and Brisbane 743 0.9 16 020 300.2 13 307 264.2
Wide Bay-Burnett 4 0.4 5098 148.8 17 143 249.8
Darling Downs 25 926 170.5 120 559 1013.7 114 377 2126.8
South West — — — - 271 0.4
Fitzroy — — 1568 0.7 1999 63
Central West — - — -— — —
Mackay — — — — 16 —
Northern — — — — — —
Far North — — 274 3.6 614 18.0
North West — — — — —
Queensland
1996p 26 873 171.8 143 519 1 466.9 147 439 2 666.6
1995 21 480 2126 121 720 1455.8 130 245 1749.0
1994 19983 310.7 118 629 2 434.5 133 150 24234
Plums and prunes Bananas Strawberries
Trees 6 years Area of Area of
and over Production bearing age Production bearing age Production
Statistical division no. tonnes ha tonnes ha tonnes
Moreton and Brisbane 532 34.8 444.8 9 550.7 256.8 3 503.0
Wide Bay-Burnett 2 408 285 87.1 315.3 516 101.8
Darling Downs 137 807 2 056.9 — — 18 8.2
South West — — — — — —
Fitzroy — 0.1 15 — 0.8 2.3
Central West — - — — — —
Mackay — — 14.9 398.5 0.7 53
Morthern - — 51.5 1505.1 0.1 0.2
Far North 21 a.7 41 588.8 149 617.9 2.9 32.4
North West — — — — — —
Queensland
1996p 140 768 21210 5188.4 161 788.2 314.8 3 653.6
1995 152 243 18478 4 929.8 150 345.4 152.1 2157.4
1994 158 785 17994 51295 153 255.7 148.7 2 349.7
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AREA AND PRODUCTION OF SELECTED VEGETABLES FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION, YEARS ENDED
7 31 MARCH 1994 TO 1996

; Unit 1994 1995 1996p
b Beans - French and runner
Area ha 39504 34880 40460
i Production t 18 003.9 15 640.0 17 803.2
; Broceoli
l Area ha 13789 1190.1 18703
f Production t 82731 7074.3 89448
' Cabbages
Area ha 380.0 505.6 455.6
Production t 10 797.8 15 326.8 153421
Carrots
Area ha 1038.0 1080.6 1157.3
Producticn t 26 856.3 34 940.3 314758
Cauliflowers
Area ha 4436 335.2 3845
Production t 97427 8 249.7 8074.2
Cucumbers
Area ha 486.1 444.7 490.9
Production 1 6 765.1 5854.9 7 648.6
Green peas (pod weight)
1 Area ha 1037.3 607.8, 342.4
! Production t 8623.3 1716.6 27618
Lettuces
Area ha 102086 1.097.9 15203
Production t 25 820.1 29 051.0 382088
3 Melons — water
g Area ha 3205.1 29312 28343
r Production i 45 077.1 50 049.8 235087
! Melons — rock and cantalocupe
f Area ha 13226 1501.0 1180.1
Production t 32 318.2 36 416.2 351835
Mushrooms
Area ha 12.8 16,1 19.2
Production t 30976 38199 4 393.5
Onions — white and brown
Area ha 792.6 827.6 853.3
Production t 257110 25372.5 313383
Pumpkins
Area ha 33848 27315 3 469.9
Production t 328816 32561.6 397103
Potatoes
Area ha 50339 4 781.6 . 45223
Production t 118 001.7 109 004.0 n.y.a.
Tomatoes
Area ha 3 608.0 34243 35906
Production t 102 1235 101 291.5 103 027.1

' Production figure for 1995 is not comparable with 1994 and 1996 data due t changes 1n questions asked.
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LIVESTOCK
8 MEAT CATTLE NUMBERS BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, AT 31 MARCH 1996p
Buils and buit Heifers and
calves Cows and other calves Qther cattle Percentage
intended for heifers one under one one year Total meat of total meat
service vear and over year and over cattle cattle herd
Statistical division ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 ‘0G0 ‘000 %
Moreton and Brisbane 8.5 179.1 83.4 121.8 3928 3.9
Wide Bay-Burnett 18.8 422.0 201.8 2625 905.2 8.8
Dariing Downs 29.9 594.6 348.5 a477.2 1450.2 14.2
South West 23.8 554.7 293.4 296.8 1168.5 115
Fitzroy 40.6 8215 39901 536.7 1797.9 i7.7
Central West 14.3 3309 169.1 179.9 £84.2 6.8
Mackay 18.8 398.3 188.1 275.5 880.7 8.6
Northem 20,9 428.0 174.4 214.2 837.5 8.2
Far North 17.4 375.8 115.8 160.8 669.9 6.6
North West 334 783.7 280.3 289.1 1386.5 138
Queensland
1996p 226.0 4 888.6 2 254.0 2814.4 10 183.1 100.0
1985 220.2 4522.1 2107.3 28395 9 689.1 100.D
1994 217.8 48845 188675 2886.3 9 856.1 100.0
9 MK CATTLE NUMBERS BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, AT 31 MARCH 1996p
Cows in mifk Other mitk Total milk Percentage of total
and dry cattie cattle? mitk cattle herd
Statistical division ‘000 '000 ‘000 Y
Moreten and Brishane 67.8 34.8 102.7 35.1
Wide Bay-Bumett 42,9 228 65.5 224
Darling Downs 46.8 245 71.3 243
South West 0.7 0.3 1.1 0.4
Fitzroy 4.0 2.0 8.0 2.1
Central West 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1
Mackay 4.2 2.3 6.5 2.2
Northern G.4 0.1 0.4 0.1
Far North 25.¢ 13.0 389 13.3
North West — — — —_
Queensland
1996p 1%3.0 99.7 292.7 100.0
1995 i88.6 95.9 284.5 100.0
1994 188.7 97.7 286.4 100.0

1 Excludes house cows and heifers,
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10 NUMBER OF SHEEP AND LAMBS BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, AT 31 MARCH 1896p

Sheep' Lambs and hoggets Total sheep Percentage of total
{1 year and over) {under 1 year) and lambs sheep flock

Statistical division 000 000 ‘000 %
Moraton and Brisbane 25 0.5 3.0 —
Wide Bay-Bumnett 1.5 0.5 2.1 —
Darling Downs 13131 3331 1632.2 15.2
South West 34250 1116.1 4541.1 42.2
Fitzroy 10.7 0.4 11.1 0.1
Central West 3130.3 629.2 37595 34,9
Mackay 0.5 01 0.6 —-
Northem 7.8 — 7.6 0.1
Far Morth Q1 — 0.1 —
North West 706.1 101.0 807.1 7.5
Queensland

1996p 8587.4 2181.0 10 768.4 109.0

1995 §517.2 2 059.9 11 577.2 100.0

1994 9916.4 18308 11 547.2 100.0
! Sheep 1 vear and over ngiuding rams, ewes and wethers.
11 LAMBING BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1996p

Ewes Lambs Lamib marking
mated* marked ratio”

Statistical division ‘000 ‘000 %
Moreton and Brisbane 19 1.0 52.6
Wide Bay-Bumett 0.8 0.7 87.5
Darling Downs 458.5 343.9 75.0
South West 1662.5 12033 72.4
Fitzray 0.6 0.5 83.3
Central West 1666.0 7440 a4.7
Mackay 0.3 0.2 66.7
Northetn 0.1 — —
Far North — — —
North West 306.4 120.8 304
Queensland

1998p 4 097.0 24144 58.9

1995 41379 2238.9 541

1994 36010 1897.7 52.7

L Ewes mated to produce lambs marked in the season shown,
? Lambs marked as a proportion of ewes mated to produce lambs,
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12 PIG NUMBERS ! BY STATISTICAL DIVISION, AT 31 MARCH 1996p

Total pigs Percentage of total pigs

Statistical division ‘000 %
Moreton and Brishane 81.5 9.2
Wide Bay-Burnett 178.8 26.7
Darling Downs 353.2 52.7
South West 2.6 0.4
Fitzroy 49.0 7.3
Central West — —
Mackay 9.9 15
Narthern 5.8 Q.8
Far North 9.1 14
North West — —
Quesnsiand

1996p 670.1 100.0

1995 643.6 100.0

1994 681.9 100.0

t |Includes suckers, weaners, growers ete,
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

INTRODUCTION

SCOPE AND COVERAGE

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

OTHER FORMS OF RELEASE

SYMBOLS AND OTHER
USAGES

i This publication contains preliminary agricuitural estimates for the
1995-96 season and comparative data for earlier years. Final figures lor the
1995-96 season will be published early in 1997 when all agricultural census
returns have been fully processed.

2 Estimates are based on information obtained from a substantial
proportion of farms in Qucensland, from the agricultural census conducted
throughout Australia for the year ended 31 March 1996.

3 Establishments which make only a small contribution to overalt
agricultural production are excluded from the scope of the census.
Information is collected {rom establishments when their estimated value of
agricultural operations (EVAQ) is above a cenain level. These levels have
varied in past agricultural censuses, as follows:

B 1993-94 10 present EVAQ $5,000 and over;

m 1991-92 10 1992-93 EVAO $22,500 and over;

B 1986-87 to 199091 EVAQ $20,000 and over; and
B before 1986-87 EVAQ $2,500 and over.

4 Preliminary estimates are based on forms received and processed at the
point of estimation (approximately 73%) and are subject to sampling error.

5 Sampling error is the variation occurring because information has not
been collected [rom all the relevant units. This is often described in terms of
relative standard error (RSE) which makes certain assumptions about the
distribution of the units used in estimation. In particular, these units are
assumed to have been drawn from the population randomly and are
thereforc representative of those units for which there is no information
(late returns). If there is a bias associated with these units (e.g. units faring
poorly may reply fater and thus may not be included in preliminary
estimates), this assumption is no longer valid. However, the RSE measures
should still be regarded as a good guide to the reliability of the estimates,
and are available on request.

6 Users may also wish to refer 1o the following priced publications which
are available on request:

Agricultural Industries, Financial Statistics, Australia (7507.0)
Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia (7503.0)

7 The ABS has more detailed agricultural statistics on floppy disk and CD.
AgStats on floppy disk or CD offers a wider range of data aggregated at
smaller geographic areas than those generally available in printed
publications, together with an easy-to-use interrogation facility.

& Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications and Products, Australic (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on
Tuesdays and Fridays, a Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications 1o
be released in the following few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are
available from any ABS office.

— nil or rounded to zero

ha hectares

t tonnes

n.y.a. not yet available
p preliminary

9 Where the figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between
sums of the component items and totals.
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Statistical Divisions, Queensland
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State

and Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of
clients can be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS
Office. The ABS also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some
tailored information services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Steaoveorn PiL: premium rate 25¢/21.4 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic
statistics including the CPI.

Internet
http://www.statistics.gov.au

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest,

Sales and Inquiries

Kevlink  STAT.INFO/ABS
X.400 {C:Australia, PUB:Telememo,Q:ABS, FN:STAT,SN:INFQ)
Internet  stat.info@abs.telememo.au

National Mail Order Service {06) 252 5249
Subscription Service 1800 02 0608
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY {02) 9268 4611 (02} 9268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 {03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 32226351 (07} 3222 6350
PERTH {09) 360 5140 (09) 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 {08} 8237 7582
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 {06) 207 0326
HOBART {03) 6220 5800 (03) 6220 5800
DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 {08) 8943 2111

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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