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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Scope of publication 
This publication contains average prices for selected 

items which are included in the Consumer Price Index for 
the six State capital cities and Canberra. Average prices 
for some selected food items for Darwin have been 
published in the Consumer Price Index, Monthly Food 
Group Index. Darwin (6413.0), final isue March 1982. In 
future quarters, average retail prices for Darwin will be 
published in this publication. The CPI covers a wide 
range of goods and services arranged in eight groups, 
which are in turn divided into subgroups. The selected 
items for which average prices are shown in this pub
lication fall within the Food Group and the following 
subgroups : Household supplies and services; Motor 
vehicle operation; Alcoholic beverages; and Personal 
care products. 

2. The items and varieties shown in this publication do 
not comprise all of the items and varieties which are 
incorporated in the Food Group or the specified 
sub-groups. 

Average prices 
3. Prices shown are the averages of prices for specified 
grades, qualities, brands, etc. charged by a number of 
selected retailers in each city. The specified grades, etc. 
and the retailers have been selected as representative to 
measure price change over time. Thus the prices do not 
purport to be the actual averages of all retail sales of these 
items. They should be regarded as no more than 
approximate indicators of price levels and price changes 
for the items concerned. Furthermore, the selected 
grades, brands, etc. for some items differ between cities 
and thus the average prices for some items may not be 
completely comparable from city to city. 

4. Up to March 1982 prices for food items have been 
collected as at the middle of each month except in the case 
of some fresh items (fruit, vegetables and fish) where 
prices have been collected more frequently and averaged 
to obtain monthly prices. The average prices shown in 
this publication for food items are quarterly averages of 
the monthly average prices. Prices for petrol have been 
collected as at the middle of the first month of each 
quarter. Prices for all other non-food items listed in this 
publication have been collected as at the middle of the 
mid-month of each quarter. 

5. As part of an overall review of the CPI it has been 
decided to reduce the frequency with which most food 
items are priced from monthly to quarterly. As a result of 
these changes this is the last quarter in which average 
prices will be compiled on the basis outlined in paragraph 
4. Details of the new basis will be contained in the June 
quarter 1982 issue of this publication. 

Related publications 
6. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which are available from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics on request: 

Consumer Price Index, A ust ralia (640 I.O)-issued 
quarterly 

Consumer Price Index, Monthly Food Group Index. Six 
State Capital Cities and Canberra (6402.0)-final issue 
March 1982 

Consumer Price Index, Monthly Food Group Index, 
Darwin (6413.0)-final issue March 1982 

A Guide to the Consumer Price Index 

7. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). The 
ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publications 
Advice (I 105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications 
Advice are available from any ABS office. 
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