CoLLECTION OF INFORMATION as To RETAIL Prices. 1

CHAPTER L—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS.
$§ 1. Collection of Information as to Retail Prices.

The retail prices of the extensive range of commodmes and services in
eommon demand {commonly referred to as the ** regimen '} used in compiling
the ALl Items (“ C ** series) retail price index (see list on pagés 10-12 hereof)
bave been aseertained at frequent and regular intervals since 1923 for each
of the gix capital cities and for 27 of the more important towns of Australia.
Compsrable information is available for the month of Novamber in each
year TI4 to xg2z for each of the six capital cities.

The prices of food and groceries in approximately 200 towns throughout
Australin were collected as at November of eack year from 1913 to 1042
when collection was temporarily suspended as a war-time economy.

Retail prices of food and groceries and average rentals of houses for
earlier years extending back to 19oT were collected by this Bureau, and
in gome cases have been recorded by the Statisticians of various States as

far back as 1864.

The methods by which prices used in the “ C ” series retail price index-
pumbers are ascertained and the measures adopted o ensure their accuracy
and comparability are briefly as follows :—

(i} Representative and reputable retailers are selected for each oity
and town covered by the collection and each is required to
furnish a return of prices monthly in respect of food and
groceries and quarterly in respect of other items. Prices for
each item are obtained where practicable from about ten ’
retailers in each of the capital cities, and from about five
retailers in each of the provincial towns.

(ii) These returns are collected under authority of the Census and
Statistics Aet 1905-1938 which requires that returns be supplied
accurately and promptly and ensures that particulars supplied
by individual retailers will not be divulged to competitors or
to any other person or Government authority. Penaltiez are
provided against failure to supply returns, against supplying
false information, and against failure to answer truthfully any
question asked by an authorized officer in respect of the
contents of the return.

{iii) The actual collection of returns is carried out by qualified Field
Officers of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics
working under the supervision of the Statisticians of the
respective States. These Field Officers have very wide powers
of investigation, including entry of premises and inspection of
goods, records, ete.

{1v) The Tield Officers not only receive and check returns but visit the
retail shops concerned, whenever necessary, to verify returns.
In respect of articles of clothing and the like where variation of
quality may be considerable Field Officers are equipped with
samples of the goods used for price comparisons. In such cases
the Field Officers visit every retail informant at each quarterly
collection and personally inspect the relevant goods and prices

- thereof.
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(v) Before each quarterly collection Supervising Field Officers teview
the whole of the items for which prices are collected after
making extensive inquities among manufacturers, wholesalers
and retailers. These Supervising Field Officers periodically
accompany Field Officers at their price collections and check
their work. This not only ensures accuracy and assiduity but
also that all Field Officers work on uniform lines and that, as
far as care and effort can make it possible, prices for identical
goods and quality will be recorded at sll times and for all places.

{vi) The list of items in the regimen and the standards thereof are
revized from time to time to keep them in harmony with changing
conditions. Where such changes become necessary suitable
adjustment is made in computing the retail price index to ensure
that it reflects changes in price with due precision and that it
ils not vitiated by the influence of other changes. (See also § 9

ereof).

(vil) Returns of rents for unfurnished houses of four and five rooms
are made at the middle of each quarter by a representative
number (ranging up to 30) of house agents in each city and town,
for brick and wooden houses respectively, classified according to
number of rooms. These retarns show the weekly rental of
o substantial number of individual houses each of which is
selected by the Field Officer as suitable for inclusion in a sample
designed to measure the quarterly ratio of change in weekly
rentals. The aim is to measure variations which may be equivalent
to change in price for a constant standard. The ratio of change
is used to vary basic average rentals derived from the Census

+ of 1033 and other records. Although expressed in money terms,
the average rentals as published are essentially indexes. As
such they do not necessarily indicate the average amount of
rental actually paid for all rented houses, and still less do they
indicate the rental at which vacant or new houses can be rented.

§ 2. Retail Price Index-Numbers,

I. General.—The basic principle of a retail price index-number is
relatively simple, “ It is to select commeodities representative of the field
to be covered and to combine their prices at regular intervals in accordance
with their relative importance in that field. The aim 13 to measure the
degree of change in prices for the selected field taken as a whole,

In practice the application of this principle over a term of years presents
great difficulty by reason of the numerous changes which oceur in the type,
grade and quantities of many of the items commonly used.

A full explanation of the methods adopted and an analysis of problems
involved is contained in the Appendix to Labour Report No. 9.

For convenience the group of selected items is called a ““ regimen ”, and
the quantities consumed per annum of each item used in the index are called
* mass units ¥ or ** weights . These terms are used herein. In compiling
the index the price of each item is multiplied by its quantity “ weight  and
then by its appropriate population or household * weight”, The sum of
these products for all items at any given date represents an “ aggregate
expenditure . The * aggregate expenditures” for successive periods are
converted into an index by denoting the aggregate of a selected or * base ”
period ag 1000, and caleulating all index-numbers to such base by the pro-
portions which their aggregates bears to that of the base period.
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2, Essential Featureg.—Apart from clear thinking, common sense and
sound arithmetic, the prime essentials in compiling a retail price index
are—

{a) that prices be accurately ascertained at regular intervals for goods
of constant grade and quality ;

() that the regimen be as representative as possible of the field to be
covered ;

{¢) that the weights be in approximate proportion to quantities actually
used in the selected field.

3. The Regimen.-—The regimen. must be a selected regimen because it
is impossible in practice to ascertain at regular intervals prices of every
item of goods and services entering into household expenditure, Even in
normal times there is considerable difficulty in ensuring that the selected
items are always a true sample. Some items which it would be desirable
to include must be excluded because comparative prices cannot be accurately
ascertained for them at different times and different places. It is deemed
better to limit the regimen of the index to items for which price variations
can be ascertained with reasonable accaracy than to distend the regimen
by including items for which price comparisons are necessarily inaccurate.
Similarly, moany items of small aggregate or individual importance are
excluded. The regimen of the index therefore is not (as is sometimes
erroneously supposed) & basic wage regimen nor yet is it a full list of
component items in a standard of living. It does not imply that any
particular goods or any selocted grades or quantities of these goods should
enter into determination of a basic or living wage. In fact the regimen
used for the *“ C” series retail price index-number is simply a selected list
of items combined in certain proportions for purpose of measuring price
variations. The items are representative of the fields covered, and the
proportions approximate to those in average consumption so far as can
be ascertained. ’

The * regimen ” and “ weights ” used in the “ C” ‘series retail price
index-numbers are published in full on pages 10 to 12,

4. Purpose of Retail Price Index-Numbers.—The retail price indexes
are designed to measure the extent of changes in price levels only. While
they may be used as indicating proportionate variations in cost of a constant
standard of living, they do not measure the absolute ecost of any standard
of living, nor the cost of changes in the standard of living. In other words, -
they measure as nearly ag may be the proportionate change in the aggregate
cost of specified quantities of the selected " regimen ” of items included in
the index. The regimen is representative of a high preportion of the
expenditure of wage-earner households,

5. Effects of War Conditions on Index.—Under war-time conditions
gearcity of certain types of goods, erratic supply and changes of grade due
to standardization created unususl difficulty in obtaining the data necessary
for measuring variations in prices and this difficulty still obtaine. In some
instances, this has rendered it necessary to substitute new grades, qualities or
types of articles for those formerly used as indicators of changes in price.
This has been the case more particularly in the clothing, household drapery
and household utensils sections of the index. Substitutions of similar kind
were necessary ab times under normal conditions in order to meet changes of
fashion and usage. In themselves, such substitutions are not injurious to the
index provided the transitional difficulties can be solved as they arize. No
change in principle is involved. The index continues to measure, as accurately
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as may be, price variations, and price variations only. Just asin the pre-war
period, application of multiphers (called * grafting factors”) serves to
neutralize those differences in prices which are solely due to substitution
of a new item for one which has ceased to be available or in common use.
The net effect of this process is that the price of the old item is taken as
typical of price variation in its eclass up to the time of substitution, and
the prices of the new item ag typical of such changes in price thereafter.
In normal times, popular usage of items in general consumption changes
slowly and the weight of items and groups in the regimen is changed only
at long intervals. In war-time scarcity of supplies of some goods, rationing
and kindred factors actually produce substantial changes in usage both
long term and short term. The weights of the retail price indexes have
not been changed and continue as in pre-war years. (See § 9 (2) hereof)

The “ C* series retail price index, as published, measures the aggregate
variation in prices of the regimen of items adopted in peace times in peace-
time proportion. This ensures comparability of the index on that specific
basis. Its practical significance under war conditions is limited because a
single index cannot take into account all changes that occur.

If it were practicable, it would be desirable to compile an additional
index to measzure variations over the war period, having regard to the fact
that the relative consumptions of some items of the regimen have been
altered by war conditions, and that the prices of some items not included
in the regimen have moved differently from the varistions recorded by the
“(Q" geries index. This would provide an alternative method of com-
parison presenting another aspect of price movement in war-time.

§ 3. Various Series of Retail Price Indéx-Numbers.

Two main series of retail price index-numbers are compiled and shown
in some detall in the following pages, viz, :—

(1) the B series relating only to food, groceries and housing, con-
tinuously availablé since 1907 ;

(ti) the All Items (“C" series) relating to food, groceries, housing,
clothing, household drapery and utensils, fuel and light, and
other miscellaneous iteras of household expenditure, continuously
available from 1g14.

The “ I3 ” series comprises only the food, groceries and housing sections
of the Al Items (** C " series) index. Reference is made on pages 35 to 37
of this Report to the “ A > series and the “ D * series (no longer compiled),
the “* Court ™ series and various other series of retail price index-numbers,

Although considerable space is given herein to the “ B ™ series index-
anmbers (see page 26), reference to them should be made only in respect of
the movement in prices in the three sections (food, groceries and rent) which
they embrace.

Subject to consideration of special war-time influences, the “ C* seriea
in total provides a reliable measure of aggregate variations in retail prices
(a3 well as of group indexes for component sections) of a high percentage
of goods and services used in wage-carner households. This index is compiled
for :—

(a) the capital city of each of the six States,

(%) four other principal towns in each of the six States,

{c) weighted average of five towns {including capital city) in each of the
six States,

[N
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(d) weighted average for the Six Capital Cities combined,
{e) weighted average for the Thirty Towns (including capital cities),

(f) separate indexes for Warwick, Port Augusta and Canberra.

This index forms the basis of the " Court ™ series index wsed by the
Commonwealth Court of Coneciliation and Arbitration for the “coss of
living ” adjustments of wages prescribed by awards made by the Court.
(See §§ 10 and 11 of this Chapter.)

§ 4. Retail Price Levels 1914-1945.

The aggregate indexes for 1014, 1921 and 1939 to 1944 for the Thirty
Towns are published in summary form on page 21 hereof, while the following
table furnishes the relevant index-numbers for the Six Capital Cities as a
whole, for certain significant dates since November, 1914—the earliest date
for which this index is available.

Ary YtEms (¢ SeriEs) RETATL Price InpEX-NuMBERS.
WEeIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX Carrrar CITIES.
(Base : 1923-27 = 1,000.)

1914, November . .. 687 (Beginning of War 1)
1918, November .. .. 905 (End of War 1))

1920, November .. .. 1,160 (Posi-War peak)
1922, November . .. 975 (Post-War trough)
1929, Year . .. .+ 1,033 {Pre-Depression peak)
1933, Year .. .. .. Bogq {Depression trough)
1939, September Quarter .. 9r6 (Pre-War II)

1943, March Quarter .. v~ 1,123 (Pre-Price Stabilization)
1943. June Quarter e . 1,143 (War II, peak)

1944, March Quarter .. . & 71 :

1945, March Quarter .. .. 1,123

1645, December Quarter .o 1,129

These indexes reveal a rise of approximately 32 per cent. during the first
wotld war, followed by a further rise of 29 per cent. in the two post-war
years {November, 1918, to November, 1920). From November, 1920 to
November, 1922, there was a fall of 16 per cent., and the index remained
relatively stable until the onset of the depression in 1929. During the
four years of the depression 1929 to 1933 the index fell by 22 per cent., rising
therealter steadily until 1939 when it was nearly I4 per cent. above the
level of 1933, and approximately af the level it had occupied at the date
of the Armistice of 1918. Between the outbreak of war (September, 1939)
and March, 1943, the index rose by approximately 23 per cent, to a level
alightly below that reached at the height of the post-war boom in 1920.

Price control was established by the Gove:nment immediately after
the outbreak of the war under Regulations dated 28th September, 1939, and a
national policy of price stabilization was applied as from I2th April, 1943,
backed by more stringent poce control and price subsidies. The retail
price level, as measured by the index, remained relatively steady
throughout the year 1944 and during the year 1945 at the level of March,
1043. This stabilized level is approximately 23 per cent. above that of
193¢ and 03 per cent. above the .evel prevailing ot the beginning of the
first world war in Ig9I4.

An account of price control measures and of price stabilization in
Australia was published in the Official Year Book of the Commonwealth Na.
33 page 455 and is also included in issue No. 36.
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The movément in the various sections of the index, and in the index as a
whole for each year for which it has been compiled is shown in the following
table :—

The Al Items (*C* Series) Retail Price Index and ifs Sectional or *‘ Group » Index-
Nambers for the 8ix Capital Cities combined, 1914 to 1945,
{Base of Bach Section : Weighted Average of 8iz Capital Cittes, 1923-27 = 1,000) {a).

Food,
Food Rent | and oot All
o 1 e n
Perlod. and {4 and § {4 ol s | Clothing. :ﬁ:geul;' {r.‘.'eg'.';
Qroceriea, Rooms). Rooma) " 8erl
(&) g . erlea).
Berivs),
1914 () . . 641 649 a4 754 749 687
1915 {B) ‘e va 842 659 e ?gz - 786 282
1916 () . . B12 G645 760 881 8oz 295
917 (M . B 836 685 82 903 882 B47
g8 (b) . . 561 722 812 1,097 973 poi
919 (D) as . 1,026 768 G934 1,238 1,036 1,023
1920 (b‘ wa . 1,209 st o8z 1,36% 1,194 1166
1971 {b .. ‘e 950 Br7 924 1,246 oMo 1,013
1923 (&) . . 943 929 939 1,052 299 975
1923 wa . 1,009 950 988 1,045 99% 1,003
1924 . . 969 088 o7% 1,003 1,004 987
1923 .s . qof 1,008 1,002 99r 9932 907
1026 wa .s 1,023 1,026 1024 986 gal 1,011
193Y . . 1,000 1,030 1011 973 1,008 1,002
1928 ws . ol 1,066 1,014 997 1,010 1,009
1939 . . 1,044 1.073 1,054 996 1,007 1,013
1930 .. .. 941 1,047 978 gsl 999 75
9318 .- .e 826 go1 852 53 973 73
931 .. a 96 817 o, 804 958 830
1933 - . 751 S04 7 787 950 S04
T LT . . 83 810 792 s85 044 ary
033 . . gos 839 818 783 945 832
1916 . ‘e 711 879 844 292 Qa7 B30
1037 .. . 85y 9rz 872 Bt 060 873
1938 . aa BR6 g4t Qo6 829 961 897
1939 e as 917 965 939 841 962 ~ 920
1940 .- . 939 973 9%0 956 998 957
Q4L e ve 947 976 956 1,118 1,060 1,008
042 .s .. I.031 976 100y 1,508 Lz 1,091
I04) va .s 1,037 o75 1,011 1440 160 1,131
1944 .a . 1,028 976 1.004 1,43% 1. 765 7.I26
1045 .- .. 1,034 075 1,009 1,430 1,161 1,126
Quarter—
sg39—Mnrch . 938 459 04z Baz gba 919
Jnne .- 925 063 938 836 961 917
SBeptemmber .. o0 o67 936 836 961 a16
December ., 927 969 941 858 967 916
1941—March . 938 976 963 1,057 1,039 998
June . 939 oré 951 1104 Lo4T 1,000
Reptember . a3b 076 949 az8 1,073 1,009
Tecember s 954 9726 Q6o 1,182 1 080 1,039
1943—Mnrch . 997 977 983 1,216 1,008 1,053
June .s 1,625 L) 1.003 1,285 109G 081
September .. 1.05% 926 1,0%% 1,342 1,110 1,1c6
Decenber . 1,051 976 101G 1,388 1744 1,133
1943—March ve 1.040 975 1,012 1.400 1,140 1,123
June s 1,058 975 1,013 1,466 1.158 1,743
September .. 1,036 973 1,010 L.450 I 168 1,133
Decrmiey ‘e 1,018 075 997 1,436 1,168 1 5% <51
1944—Mureh . 1,020 076 T.000 1,434 1,166 1,124
Juna .. 1,016 o76 L.70y 1,429 1.16% t.rz4
September ., Lojh 975 I,0t¢ 1,433 La6g 1,12
Trgembwet ‘s 1.022 978 1,002 I,d42 1,163 1126
1545—March N 1,028 075 | 80,01 1,421 I,i61 1,123
June .- 1,037 975 7,011 1,416 1,168 1,123
September .. 1,040 i r LO1% T.41% 1,161 1,736
D ber " 1,030 G 1,007 1,448 1,161 1,129

{a} See footnote (a) ob page 9. (¥) November. (¢} See footnote (b) on page 9.
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§ 5. Increases in Retail Prices over War Period.

1. Australia.—The following statement shows for the Six Capitals
separately, and as a whole, the percentage increases which have taken place
in retail prices over the war period, from September quarter 1939, to the
December quarter 1045, inelusive. The proportionate increase in the total
index for each capital city is shown in the line marked * Total”, The
column headed *“ C” series index dissects the total percentage rise to show
what part of it was due to the rise in prices in each of the four main groups
of items, Thus, of the 22.¢ per cent. increase for Sydney 3.8 was due to
food and groceries, 0.1 to house rent, 14.6 to clothing and 4.4 to miscel-
Janeons items. The column headed * Group Index » shows the percentage
increase in prices of items in each group considered as a group, Thus, for
Sydney prices in the food and groceries group increased by 10.6 per cent,,
house rents by 0.4 per cent., prices of clothing by 73.5 per cent. and prices
of miscellaneous items by 23.9 per cent. These when weighted and com-
bined in the proportions of the * C* series index showed & rise of 22.¢ per
cent, For the Six Capital Cities as a whole the increase over the war period
shown was 23 .3 per cent,

Sydney, Metbourne. Lirisbane,
Qroup. " "o oo
Se?leu It'}rgup Seﬁes i}rgup Series ?rctlmp
Index, DALX. Tndex. ndex, Index. Blex.

Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. { Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent.

Food and groceries 3.8 10.06 4.9 13.2 4-5 12.6
House rent . 0.1 .4 0.4 1.7 0.2 0.9
Clothing .. 14.6 73.5 14.9 73.5 15.5 73.4
Miscelluneons ., 4.4 23.9 3.7 18. 3.8 18.6
Total . 22.9 22,9 23.9 23.9 24.0 24.9
Adelalde, Perth, Huohart, Six Capitals.(a)

droup.

“COI ﬂc!l ..cn “c"
Group Group Group Group

Beries Berjea Serles Serles

Index. Index. | jngex. Index. Index, | I0dex. Index, Index,

Per Per Per Per Per Per Per Per
cent. oent. | cent. | cent. cent. | cent. cent. | cent,

Food and groceries 4.5 | 12.7 4-3| 11.3 5.8 15.0 4.4 | 12,0
House rent .. 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.8
Clothing ..{ 13.9| 66.4| 14.3| 70.2| 14.5| 0.8 14.7} 73.2
Miacellaneons . 4.0 | 8.0 3.8| 19.5 3.3| 16.9 4.0 | z0.8

Total oo} 22,5 22.5| z2.5| 22.50 23.8( 23.8( 23.3| 23.3

{a) Weighted nverage,

The foregoing comparisons refer to two points of time (i.e., the months
immediately preceding the war and the closing months of T945), at each
of which special temporary factors may have influenced relative price
levels. For instance, prices of certain foods (e.g., meat) fluctuate with
seasonal conditions, The percentage increases shown do not, therefore,
necessarily indicate the degree of increase due solely to war causes.
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2, International Comparisons.—In the fellowing table, comparisons
are made for both the present and the last war periods of the increases
which occurred in the several countries shown ;—

Retail Price Index-Nombers,
{Foop, RExT, CLoTHiNoe, MIscELLANEOUS HouseRoLD EXPENDITURE.)

Ualon of United
Date, Australin, | 018 | canada, | NP South | States of
{(A}: 1914-1019,
(o) (5}
1914 July .. . 100 100 100 100 100{(¢) b 100
1015 Year .. .. 114 125 97 108 103 102
916 L, .. . 116 148 102 115 106 109
M7 4 .. e 123 180 130 125 114 128
1918 ,, .. ’e 132 203 146 135 118 156
I91Q | 4 s . 149 208 155 145 126 175
{o} Hovember, (&) Food, Fuel, Light and Itent, {¢)} Average for year 1914,
(B} : 1939-1945.
1939— {=)

September Quarter 100 100 100 100 100 100
1940— Year({c) .. 105 119 10§ 104 104 100
104 1—Year(c) . 110 104 111 108 100 105
1942—Ycar{c) .. 1ig 129 116 i1 us 16
1943—

March Quarter .. 123 128 116 115(5) 127 121

June ,, .. 125 128 117 114(h) 125 124

September ,, - 124 128 18 113(%) 126 123

December ,, .. 123 128 1us 114{6) 127 124

Year .. . 124 128 1y 114 126 123
1944—

March Quarter .. 123 129 118 114 128 123

June " - 123 129 18 114 130 124

Beptember ,, . 123 130 118 114 129 126

December ,, o 123 129 118 114 132 126

Year .. B 123 129 118 114 130 125
1045—

Morch Quarter .. 123 130 118 114 132 126

June " .. 123 13t 1ns 114 133 127

September |, .. 1z3 132 119 114 133 128

Pecember ,, . 123 131 119 114 133 128

Yenr .. . 123 13t Irg 114 133 127

{@) Food,licut and Miscelinneous Expenditure (b) OWl Index na vatied by Kew War-time Index

{Dase Decrmber Quarter, in4a = o0, {r) Quarterly indstes appeal in precedlog lsapce.

At various stages during the 1914-19 War most of these countries
. introduced some measures of price control, But at an early stage in the
1939-45 War these countries introduced price control measures which became
more stringent as the war progressed, culminating in a policy of price
stahilization, .

Immediately after the outbreak of war in September, 1939, the Commen-
wealth Government took steps to control prices, and, by proclamations
issued from day to day, pegged prices of various commodities at those ruling
on 315t August, 103g. The National Security (Prices) Regulations were
proclaimed on 28th September, 1939, under the authority of the National
Security Act, and established the basic principles of war-time price control,
provided for the appointment of a Commonwealth Prices Commissioner and
conferred upon him extenrive powers to control the price of goods dectared
tor that purpose by the Minister for Trade and Customs.
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§ 6. Construction of All Items (* C" Series} Retail Price Index.

1. The “Regimen *’,—The ‘“‘regimen” from which the “C’™ seriea
retail price indexes are compiled consists of a list of commodities and
services which commonly enfer into the consumption of the average house-
hold in respect of which comparative prices can be ascertained with due
precision from time to time and place to place. (See Section 2 (3.) hereof.)
The regimen is divided into the following Groups and Sections :—

Group. ) Section.
: A.—Groceries.
I. Food and Groceriea .. 4 B.—Dairy Produce.
C.—Meat.
I1. Housing . .. D.—House Rent.
E.—Clothing—Man.
F.—Clothing—Woman,
II1. Clothing .. .. 4 G.—~Clothing—Boy (10} years).

H.—Clothing—Girl (7 years),
J —Clothing—Boy (34 yeam),
‘ K.—Houschold Drapery.
X L.—Household Utensils.
IV. Miscellancous ., *"] M.—Fuel and Light.
N.—Other Miscellaneous.

The All Ttems “C" series index includes the whole of the foregoing
Groups, but for many purposes indexes are required for individual Groups
or Sections. For this reason the following indexes are regularly compiled
at the intervals shown, and published in this Report and other publications
issued by the Bureau :—

Group,

(o} Contant. Frequency.
L Food and Groceries. . . e .+ | Monthly
11, Housing (4 and 5 rooms)(b) .. .. .+ | Quarterly
. LandIL Food, Groceries and Housing {4 and 5 rooma)
{* B " Series}) .. .- v .. | Quarterly
IIL Clothing .. . .. .. .. | Quarterly
IV, Miscellaneous Household Requirements .. | Quarterly

L, I, IIL. and IV.| Food,” Groceries, Housing {4 and § tooms),
Clothing and Misccllaneous {** C " Seriea) . .. | Quarterly

I Food and Groceries (* 200 Towna ™ Series) (¢} [ Venrly

For convenience of reference several of the indexes mentioned above
have been given the “series’ designation shown agsinst them. These
indexes are dealt with in turn in the following pages.

() = Gronp ** * Sectional ™ index-namiwts 1In the various tables throughout this Report cannot

be mmpared with e'lch other in order to show the relulive cost of Food and (]mecrleu Housing, Clothing
r M, ta, since each ** Geoup " or ** Secticn ™ {or ticR therenl) har ita own
Base - 1,000, \m. ‘the weighted average eost for thc Six Capital Cities ax a whole during the fivesyearly
rind 1923-1927 tor that = Group " or “ Seetion ™ (#) Rent~=The rent [ndex-pumbers shown
f: the tables in this eport measure the propcrtinmte rize and [all in the sverage weeklv reotals pald
tor honzes of four and Ave rooms taking cortespending houses thrnughont. Thev are * price * Indexes
in the st.l'i“tr aehge, Le., trhey are dealmned to measure only the * pries ™ element in rent Auctnations.
Similarty, * averare tents ' where shown are indexes of price ™" changes In rentals expressed bn terma
of penee. They are not the avernge of rents actually paid by all tenants of 5 and $-rocmed hooses. Tt
would be toappropriste to inrlude the average of rents nctaally pald in an index deslfgned 2 meagure
price chunges only. The average of renta actuallv pald I3 ascertained perlodieally by Cepsma methods—
{#ec also pace 2 hereof). (¢} Conpllation engpended as a war time ecouomy alter Nuvemher, 1942,
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The articles and services included in the various regimens now used for
the purposes of the indexes referred to are shown in the following table :—

Retail Prics Indexes—Regimen.

GROUP I.—FOOD AND GROCERIES,

Oost of
Bzmnlpu
LTS 1 P -
Reo. ftem. Unit. Moss Dot perrentage of
{per capltay “ﬁe hourne,
Dec. Quartar,
1944
{n)
SECcTION A.—(3ROCERIES,
1 | Bread, white flour (cash delivered).. | 2-1b. loaf .. 100 3.08)
2 | Flour, ordinary .. . .o | 21, . 25 0.58
3 | Flour, eelf.raising | 2-1b. pkt... 12 @.50
4 | Ten .. .- . o | 1-lb. pht... 8 1.20
5 | Sugar, white granalated, IA oo | TIb . 100 2.22
6 | Rice, polished (Australian) o | T b . 8 .16
7 | Sago, seed tapioca . | 1h . 1 0,04
8 [ Jam, plum . . . { 14-db. tin.. 3 0.49
g | Golden Syrup .. e oo P 2b tin .. 1 0.04
1o | Oats, flaked, looss . .| tlb, . 8 0.17
11 | Raining, seeded .. .- .. | t-Ib, pkt.., 5 ©.36G +1I1,58
12 | Currents, loose, 2-Crown .. ] tlb. . z 0.12
13 | Apricota, dried, looge, 2-Crown .. | 1 lb. .. 1 o,Io
14 | Poaches, canned .. .. | 30-0z. tin 3 0.22
15 | Peara, canned ++ | 300z tin 1 0.08
16 | Salmen, in tins .. .. vo | 1-1b, tin .. 3 0.35
17 | Potatoes, new and old .. we | 7100 .. 8 0.8
18 Oniong, brown .. .. we | Tl ‘e 14 .19
19 | Soap .. . .. oo | 1lb, .. 16 0.63
20 Kerosene, lighting, bulk ., quart . 4 Q.14
SectioN h,—Datey Proouce.
21 j Butter, factory * choicest ™ . i lb. . 30 3.42)
22 | Cheese, ordinary, mild .. o |11k .. 4 0.36
23 | Egge, standard, new laid o | tdoz. L. 6 0.74
24 | Bacon, ruahers, beat middle 1 lb. . 12 1.53 F 9.27
25 | Milk, condensed, sweetened t tin - 3 0,28
16 Mi!k fresh—in sealed bottles or not
bottled .. .. quert .. 72 2.94 ]
. SECTION C.—M EAT,
Boef ((resh)—
27 Sicloin (Roast) (bone in) 1lb, .. 18 1.367
28 Prime Rib {Roast) mcludmg bone | t b, . 22 r.38
20 Steak-—FRum .o | 1 lb, . 11 .29
30 St.eak—ChucE (sbewmg) o | T, . 20 I.1%
3t Bausapes ‘e RN . 7 .30
Beel icorned)—
32 Silverside .. - | 1 ib o 14 @.99
33 Brisket, rolled - .. | 1lb. . 15 0.77
Mutton (fresh)— >12.33
.34 Leg .. .- . | 1lb . 20 1.23
35 Forequarter .. .. e | 1 b . 15 0.43
36 Loin, without flap .. «s | t1b, .. 4 0.21
37 Chops—Laoin .. - e | 2 lh - 30 1.72
38 Chops—Leg .. . oo | T e 10 o.61
Pork {fresh)—
30 Leg .. . oo | Tih . 3 0.27
40 Leoin, best end .. .« | T1b, o 3 0.28
41 Chopa ‘e .. o | b, .. 3 0.29 |
GROUP 11.—HOUSING.—Section D.—RenT.
42 | House Accommodationl(d) | week . s2ie) | 19.77

(5) ~C

** Berles contloued on pages 14 and 13.

{&#)} Four and five roowmed houses,

{c) Fer housshold.

Lr]
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) Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—continued.
GROUP 1II.—CLOTHING.

= 0
=T+ ad m
K .
No. Ttom. g Eg i No Ttem. :“E“Eé‘*
EAzE g222
-] o B
5 + 098 H 3’08

BROTION E.—CLOTHING—MaN.
SECTIOR G.—CLotHING—BOY (10} YEABS}—contd.

1] Bnt'.':,. "rea)dy-made, Woreted {Aue | ©.67
allan
#» | Trousers, working, Woollen Tweed 2.00 }| 46 | Overcost, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- 0.1y
{Australlan) trallon)
3 | Overcoat, ready-made, Tweed (Aus- ©.25 [} 47 | Cop, Skull, Cloth .. . +50
tralisn) I e ‘e ve .e
4 | Hat, Fur Felt {Australlan) . 1.00 1| 49 | Shire, Sporls .. . 5.00
5 | Shirt, Yashion, with two collars .. 1.67 }| 5o | Siuxlet, Wood (short sluvu) .. 1.00
6 | Shirt, Working, Dzill .. . .00 1 53 | Singlet, Cotton (nthietle) . 1L.00
Hd .. s .r wr . 52 | Draces . 1,00
4 | Sioglet, Wool (ehott aleeves) .. 1.00 | 53 | Stockings, Golf, AU Wool . §.00
o | Sipglet, Cotton (athletlcy e 1,00 || s4 [ Pyjamas, Winceyette .. .. 1.50
50 | Underpants, Wool diall length) .. -] 1.00 | 55 | Pullover, Al W ool . . o. 50
11 | Underpants, Cotton " SBhorts .00 || 55 Shoea, Box Yeorling .. a{3.13) 1.00
12 | Sox, Ay Weol .. & {4. 65) .00 {] 57 . . . .
13 . . . . .
t4 | Braces . e 1.33
I Handkerchlef, Cotton .. s 6.00 -
b { Priamas, Winesyetts .. . T.40
|; g#lloverr Abl:a\;} ool ) H-o P 1,00
1] ot {for weat), Hox Calt .. 0.50
9 Boota(wmklng. Box Hide o | rse BzeTioN O.—CLOTAING—{IIRL (7 YRARS).
38 | Tunle, Wool .. . s 1.00
p— . 39 ‘e e e
srotion F.—CLOTHING-—~WOMLN 3 Dress. Cotton “ siee
61 | Top Coat, Tweed {Austml!an) . 6.33
- Gz llat. Wool Felt {Ausiraltan) . 1,00
0w conmlrlm.}mdy-made, Tweed (Aus- 0. 50 23 Hot, Straw .. . .. 2.00
trallsn 4 ‘. . . .
#31 | Buirt, ready-made, Tweed (Aun- 125 [| 65 Petticoat, Art Silk . . 1.00
tralian) 66 | Singlet, Sk and Wool ., . 0,50
3 s e &7 | Singlet, Art Silk s 0.50
23 | Hat, Fur Pelt (J\unhuliun) .. 6.75 |} 63 | Bloomers, Cotinn, ﬂeec:—]ined .s 3.00
34 | Hat, 3iraw . 1.50 || 69 | Dlnpmers, Ari Si i 1.00
8 | Frock, remly-made Cotton ‘e 1.5¢ || 70 | Box, Anl{le. Cotton and .Al'L Silk. . 4.00
26 | Frock, tead¥y-made, Art SlIk . 1.5¢ || =1 | Prinuas, Wineevette .. . 0,33
7 [ Prosalere, Cotton Drocade .. 4.5¢ |l 72 | Pyjamas, Art Silk . ‘- 0.33
18 | Underveat, Wool and Art Bilk .. 1.50 || 73 | Pullover, All Wool e . 0. 50
9 | Undervest, Art SUK - e 1.5¢ |1 74 Slxﬁnthﬁor best  wear), Patent o.67
30 .. .. e . . ather
st | Btoomers, Art Sk . .- 4.50 |i 75 | Shoes {(school), Box Yearling . t.40
92 | Princess Slip, Art S1le ve 1,00
33 | Stockings, Art 50k .. v 6.00
334 . . e . e
3¢ | Stocklngs, Lisle . . 3.00
32 g%oves, Nabrlo o . z.25
H oves, Noppa .. . o.73
37 | Nightdress, Art Sllk .. a{2.49) 1.50 BECTION J.—CLOTHING—BOY (34 YR4RS),
38 | Pylemss, Winceyetie .. . 1,50
1 .- o . e .
40 | Apron, Cotton .. B . 6.00 6 | shirt, R
1 | Cardigan, ATl Wool a.s0 || 7 rt, Ranger .. 1.00
:i Bhoea {for beat wear), Glaco Kid .. | .50 || 77 1’“:;'5‘““ a:ga‘l!" made, Tweed (Aus . )00
43 | Bhoes (for ordinary wear), Box Calf 1.50 78 | Overcont. ready-made, Twesd (Aus- .33
trailan)
¥9 | Hat, Cluth s e .s 1.8%
go glng:e: ‘\-‘ ??l “Cathlett ) . i.00
OLOTEING— ; inglet, Cotton etle 1.00
Bxotrot G. N0—BOT (1o} TEARN. &z | Snx. Ankle, Cotton and Att ank . 4.00
£3 | Pyiamns, Winceyette ., . .08
84 | Pullover, All Wool .s s Q.%0
Py Suitt;] re?dy-mndo, Tweed {Aas 1,00 | 85 Shoesthﬂor best wear), Patent i.00
g3
45 | Papin, ready-mode, Tweed (Aus- 3.00 i B6 | Shoea (for ordipary wear), Tan 1.00
tralfun n} Yeatling

* The Masa Unlts were ratsed by so per cent. thranghout this Seetlon Lo restore its dus proportionato
* welght ** 1o the Clothing Group of ihe Index as from Seplemler quarter, 1936

eléfgdms Unit actually applicable, and Includes * welght ** red frotn slmilar arslele now
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Retail Price Indexes—Regimen—coniinued,
GROUP 1V.—-MISCELLANEOUS,

H sz N -
E S| 2 2.3
He. Item, i §§.§ Ne. Ttem. ¥y, g-g
-1 B a7
: A = z Q 2
23EcTION L.—HoOUBEAOLD (JERNAILA-—coniinued.
SecTiOR K.—HoUSRAOLD DRAFERY. .
26 | Knife, Table (lt-alnlau) .. 0. 10
¢ | Blankess, D.F. (pals) oo (i 2N Qa1 | el
1 | Binnkets, 5.D. (pair). . .14 29 | York, Table M a.18
$ | Quilt. D-B. Marcella .. 2.23 [} 15 | Globe, Electtie Light {su-nllod ) [ 200
s | Sheets, D.B. (pair) 0’30 31 ! Iron, Electric £full alze) 0. 10
& | Sheets, 8.1, {pair) 1.00
¥ | Plllow Sllp, Cotton e $.00 SECTION M.—FUEL ARD LiGHY.
8 | Towel . .. 5.00
9 | Takle Clolh .e 0.20
to { Tea Towel {yard) .. 4.00 52 | Flrewond {bloeks) (ewt.) (b} 40
33 | Gas, cooking {vmits) (b) . 1,518
34 | Electric bghting (anital . 139
315 | Electrie power {uvita) (&) . 130
SROTION L.—HOTAZROLD UTENEILA, =
, Amount
No. Item. pet meek
11 | Cup and Saucer (Stane Chipa).. 1.00 ]
12 | Plate, Dinoer {$tone China) 1,00 houschold).
13 4 g, Ciuaﬁt (Bnrthen‘warle)n 1.600
14 ‘Gﬂ])ﬁ » IEOWLHWHTE § 2+ Pl . o.25
13 | Rasin, Pudding (Enamel), £3- |nch 1.00 SEcTioN N.—OTHEA MIBCELLANEOVE.
16 | Tumbler (8.02.} 1,000
17 | Ketile, Epamel (4 pint} & {0. 3?, 0.20 d,
18 . .- 36 | Union Dues . ‘e 1]
19 anuoepan, Emmul { -plnt) .. G40 37 | lodge Lnes we .e 2
a0 | Bucket, Galvanized ?1 -inch) .. .30 38 | Medicine .. . . 4
13 | Dipper, Nialvamized {2-qunre) . a.30 39 | Newspapers . e 3]
12 | Droom, Millet 0,%0 40 1 Recreation .. ‘e - b 14
23 | Broom, Hair, mmplele (n-lnch) 033 | 4t | HQwmoking .. . . {e)
14 | Brosh, Scrnbhing (ro-lneh) .. I.30 42 | Farea ‘e . va {c)
15 | Mop, Polishing, complets 0.70 43 { School requlslies .. . ++

4 elgfe)dms Unit actually spplicable, and Includes * weight ** transferred from similar ertlcle gow

(1) Standar) massumita, In certain provinelsl towns where gas and/or electricity are not used the
masg-unils d-fer from Lhe standard,

{6) A deflnite Lasle gmoant per week 's providad for each of thess itemn, abd varled in sccordance
th Resolutlon 2o of the Conference of Htatisticlans, 1936,

2. The Masy Units (or * Weights*) and Method of Tabulation.—
(i) The “mass units” {or “weights ¥} are multipliers representing the
approximate average annual consumption per head or per household under
normal conditions, The index numbers are computed on & * total annual
expenditure ” basis, i.e., the total annual expenditure from time to time by
- & standard population in respect of the selected regimen of commodities and
services commonly entering into household consumption, and of a ¢onstant
standard quolity. As s first step, therefore, it is necessary to muitiply the
price of each item by its ** weight " per bead or per household as the case
may be. Thus, the “ weight ' of bread is 100 2-lbh. loaves per head; of
sugar 100 lb. per head ; of tewels 3 per household ; and of housing 52 rent-
weeks per household. The result of this initial calculation is designated the
“P. MU ™ aggregate (Le., Prices x Mass Units}).
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The eum of the above “P. MU ” results for each Section or Group is
then muiltiplied by its appropriate population or household * weight »
to produce the respective annual aggregate expenditures. Thus, Sections
A to C (Food and Groceries) would be multiplied by the total population ;
Section D (Housing) by the total number of households ; Sections E to J
(Clothing) by the proportion of the total population applicable to each;
and Sections K to N (Miscellaneous) by the total number of households,

The combination of the aggregates from the last paragraph gives the
“ total annual aggregate expenditure ” for the whole regimen, from which
. the “C” Beries index-number 1s derived by applying to 1,000 the ratio
which the aggregate for any period bears to the aggregate selected as the
base period of the Index. In the process of tabulation all prices are converted
to pence for these final aggregates,

For tabulating purposes some of these ““ mass units ” are varied when
neoessary to make up a deficiency or cancel out an excess in the aggregate
resutiting from a change in the standard of any item upon which prices are
collected, to ensure that such changes shall not be wrongly recorded by the
index as werdafions in prices, The * mass units ”’ published above, however,
still continue to show the correct relative consumption “ weights ™ actually
applicable to the commodities and services in the regimen for the constant
standurds used in the index. See also Sections 2 (3) and 6 (3) of this chapter.

(ii) The five sections into which the clothing group is divided are some-
what arbitrary, but they follow those adapted by the Royal Commission on
the Basic Wage (see p. go). The sections for men and women are now
regarded as heing applicable to persons aged seventeen years and upwards,
The gection for a boy aged ten and a half years is taken as representative
of both sexes from ten to sixteen years; the section for a girl aged seven as
representative of both sexes from five to nine years; and the section for the
boy aged three and a half years is taken as representative of children aged
four years and under,

(iii) In estimating the annual average consumptton per head of food and
groceries for household purposes, small adjustments in the crude average
consumption were made in two ways. Consumption by factomes, when the
product did not go into houschold use in Australia, was deducted. On the
other hand, the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and
canned peaches, cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The
“ wetght * of individual food items has not been adjusted to take aceount
of war-time searcities and rationing. Foods which are unavailable tem-
porarily or intermittently are retained in the index at the latest recorded
price.

(iv) Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetahlea
other than potatoes and onions, are not included in the regimen because
comparable prices for'a standard grade cannot be obtained from time to
time or plage to place and because of marked seasonal flxctuations in supp lie
and consumption. The inclusion of such items, therefore, would impair
the accuracy of the index. In the original regimen certain omissions were
made partly on account of the difficulty of securing comparable prices.
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Some cuts of meat, for example, are excluded because they are not uniformly
gtandardized, Mutton is included and not lamb because the latter, in many
places, is available only seasonally. However, the appropriste total weight
for meat is distributed amongst the “ cuts ” included in the index. Pro-
prietary lines of breakfast foods are excluded because they are not universally
available,

(v) In the case of Food and Groceries (Group I.) the * weights > adopted
are, approximately, the annual average consumption per head for household
purposes of the various articles during the years 1927 to 192g. The  weigh
allotted to articles of clothing and miscellapeous household requirementa
are based largely on the results of the inquiries of the Royal Commission
on the Basic Wage, which reported in 1920 and 1921. After exhaustive
inquiries the Commission published a * regimen ” for an average working
family of five persons, and set out the constituent items in its “ Indicator
List . This list, so far as it related to the articles in question was followed
substantially in the original compilation of the All Items (“C " series) index,
and has been adjusted by subsequent investigations of the Bureau to accord
with changes in popular usage. The mass units used for fuel and light aze
based, indirectly, on the findings of the Commission. Until the September
quarter of 1936 fixed amounts were used for the miscellaneous items of

Section N, but since the date mentioned, proviston has been made to vary
the amounts periodically, in accordance with ascertained changes,

(vi) The “ weights * allotted to the items have not been adjusted to
take account of war-time shortages or rationing, and the index therefore
measures war-time price changes in relation to a normal {or pre-war) appor-
tionment of household expenditure. (See § 2 (5) and § g {2) hereof.)

3. Relative ** Ageregate Expenditure ** of Items and Groups.—In the
base period of the index (average. of the years 1923 to Ig27) the relative
importance of each of the four main groups, expressed as a percentage of
the weighted average “ aggregate expenditure ” in the Six Capital Cities
(from which all relative index-numbers are derived) was—Food and groceries,
38.7 per cent. ; house rent, 2I.3 per cent.; clothing, 23.0 per cent. ; and
miscellaneous, 17.0 per cent., as shown in the first colunn of the following
table, Although the *‘ weights ” of each item in the regimen are kept
virtually constant, the relative “ aggregate expenditure” of the various
items and groups will, of course, vary from time to time as relative prices
change and, in addition, the distribution of relative expend.ibure as hetween
the groups and sections is varied from time to time for * relative weighting
purposes on the basis of the changing relativities of populatlon and house-
holds as disclosed by successive Censuses.

The percentage distribution for Melbourne in the base period was practi-
cally identical with that of the Six Capital Cities as a whole, and has
continued to be representative of the relative movement of prices in the
capital cities up to the present time. For this and other reasons, therefore,
the percentage distribution of the Melbourne “ aggregate expenditures ”
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has been published in previous issues of this Report, and these figurea for
the December quarter, 1944, are shown in the second column of the table
for comparison with those of the base period of 192327 :—

Per~entage of Apgregate Expendltnre.
Group. Section, 1929-27, {Base}, Dee, Otr., 1944.
Six Capita) Cities, Melbourne,
A Groceries . 17.44 I1.51
1. Food and Groceriea |x B ‘Dairy Produce .. 10.28 »38.66 9.27 +33.11
C Meat .. .. | ro.04 12,33
II. Housing .. .+ | D House Rent—
{4 and 5 rooms} .. 21.26 21.26 | 19.77 10.77
E Man e . 8.69 10.66
F Woman .. e G.12 13.17
I Clothing .. -« |4 G Boy, 10} years .. 2.89 »23.04 2.00 =28.27
H Girl, 7 years . 1.36 1.59
J Boy, 31 vears .- 0.98 0.79
K Household Drapery 1.00 1.91
" L Household Utensila 0.49 0.64
IV. Miscellaneous -+ |9 M Fuel and Light 4.02 1704 4.36 18.85
N Other Miscellaneons | 10.54 I11.94
100.00 100.00

It should be noted, however, that percentage price variations are
measured from the “aggregate expenditures’ of the base perind of the
index, and the percentages shown in the foregoing table for the base period
1923-27, therefore, are the proportionate * weights ” applicable to the
various groupa snd sections in measuring such variations in the index as
g whole calculated to this base period, and nof the percentage * weights ™
of any other period, e.g., those shown for the December guarter, 1944—
which would only become of significance in the measurement of variations
if the latter quarter were adopted as a new base for the index.

4. Base Periods of the Indexes.—The base period originally adopted
by the Bureaun for ite retail price indexes was the year 1911, When the
collection of the prices of clotbing and miscellaneous iteme was undertaken
for the purposes of the * All Items™ (“ C ” series) index, the month of
November, 1914, was adopted as the base period for this series. The
desirability of computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was conaidered
by a Conference of Statisticians in 1929, and it was resolved that from 1st
January, 1930, the five years 1923-27 should be adopted as the base period,
Commencing with Labour Report No. 21 for 1930, therefore, the retail
price indexes have been.published on this base. The apgregate to which
all index-numbers are related is the weighted aggregate cost of the regimen
in the Six Capital Cilies during the petiod taken as base.

Index-numbers on the earlier baseas mentioned will be found in previous
issues of the Labour Report, as follows :—

{i) 1911 Base.—Food and groceries; reot of all bouses; and food,
groceries and rent of all houses ( *“ A ” series)—Lahour Reports Nos, 1 to 15.*
Food and groceries; rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; and food, groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses { “ B series}—Labour Reporta Nos. 16
to 20.

(i) 1914 Base—Food and grocer;er rent of sll houses; eclothing;
miscellaneous; afl items of househcld expenditure (subsequently
retrogpectively revised to include rents of 4 and 5-roomed houses only}—

* These Index-numbers nrln'-ar in the Appendix to each Labour Report from Nos. 16 to 28 aod slse
Iu the Quarierly Bummaties of Australian Btatistics up to Ko, 155, Fune, 1938,
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Labour Reporta Nos. 12 to 16. Food and groceries ; rent of 4 and §-roomed
housee ; clothing ; miscellaneous; sall items of housebold expenditure
{“C” series}—Labour.Reports Nos. 17 to 2o.

The conversion of these index-numbers from one base to another may be
readily effected by multiplying the index-number to be converted by the
appropriate factor shown in the following table :—

Grou 1911 to 1904 (@) 1911 to 1929-27 1914 (0) 19213-27
L 10914 {Gh to grL, 1923=27, Lo 1911, | o roz3-37.[to 1914(a).

Food and Groceriea .. | 0.87230 | 1.14630 | 0.55029 | 1.78800 | 0.64116 | 1.55970
Rent {4 and 5 Rooms) .. | 0.04279 | 1.06068 | 0.61161 | 1.63500 [ 0.04872 | 1.54150
Food, Groceriee and

Rent {“ B Series) | 0.Bg750 | 1.11420 | 0.57785 | 1.73060 | ©.64384 | 1.55320

Clothing .. . . .. .. 0.75412 | 1.32610
Miscellanecua e e v .. . 0.74891 | 1.33530
All Items {** C ™ Series) . . . e ©.68715 | 1.45539

0

{4) November,

The resulta obtained by the method above will, of course, be only
approximate, but the error will not be greater than one point in the unit

figure. .

5. Relative Population Weights for Towns.—Weighted averages for any
combination of towns or States may be calculated approximately by
multiplying the index-numbers* of the towns or States to be included by
their population weights, and dividing the sum of the products by the sum
of the multipliers. The population weightz used in the computations of
these weighted averages for 1934 and succeeding years are aa follows :—

Relafive Population Weights Used tor Different Towns.

Ne‘:.s]'xw Victorla, Gueensland, |South Australla, &‘:‘:::::g Taamanks,
i £ 2 Z 2 g
Town ® Towi., = Town. & | Town. % | Town. B Tom | &
L] [T £ 4 L a
B B = [ & =
Sydney .. (1235|Melbourne | $oz|Brisbane soofAdelalde 313|Perth, ete, | z08|Hobart 6o
Neweastle 105| Rallarat .. 15T woomba 26] Kadina,ete.!  trlKalg'lieete] t7]Launceston] 33
Broken Hill | z7|Rendigo .. 2ol tockham’'n 298’8, Pirie 1z|Xortham s|hurnle .. 4
@oulhwrn 15]Geclong .. 3tTeane IBe | 26IME, Gamb'r| 5| Bunlury sIDevonport | 5
Bathuret 10| W'nambool o[t Bundaberg! 11{Peterbor'gh}  alGeraldton s|Queenst’wn] &
Total .. |1apa]l Total .. [1107]| tTotal .. | 392} Total.. | 344 Total.. | 240] Total.. {108

+ Townaville and Gundaberg were substituted for Charters Towera {(7) and Warwick (7) in the “ five
" tabulatlon in the March Quarter of 1937.
The weights used are based on the 1933 Census results, and represent
to the nearest 1,000 the actual population at that date.

The new weights given above produce results which differ only very
glightly from thoze obtained from the weighta previonsly in use. The latter
were hased upon the 1921 Census results, and were last published in Labour
Report, No. 23.

* The otficial index-numbers are calenlasted by operating on the ** aggregates " of the towas concerned,
& pracedure wiich may produce alighitly different resuits from the above.
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§ 7. Tabular Statements of Retail Price Index-Numbers.

1. General.—The results of inquiries into price movements are avail-
able in the following publications :—

{iY Monthly.—A mimeographed statement is published each month giving
index-numbers for Food and Groceries. The Monthly Review of Business
Statistics contains snnual, quarterly snd monthly index-numbera to the
latest available date.

(i) Quarterly—A mimeographed statement is issued about three
weeks after the end .of each quarter giving the ““ C ™ series index-numbers
for that quarter and immediately preceding quarters in respect of each of
the 30 cities and towns originally adopted and for certain other places,
e.g., Canberra, for which a2 *“ C'” series index is now compiled. The Quarterly
Summary of Australian Stalistics contains annual, quarterly and monthly
index-numbers to the latest available date. This publication also contains
the average prices of the items comprising the Food and Groceries regimen,
for each month of the last available quarter, in the 30 towns covered by the
investigation. Comparative average rents of 4 and 5 roomed houses in
these towns are also shown thercin,

(ili} Annual.—The Labour Report contains index-numbers over the past
five years, and the monthly and quarterly results for the last available year.
The average prices for the last year of the items of food and groceries, and
sverage house rents, are also published in this Report. The Official Year
Book salso contains information stmilar to, but in less detail than that published
in the Labour Report.

2. All Items (* C** Series) Indez.—On page 6 hereof is published a table
of weighted averages for the six capital cities combined, of ©“ C ™ series retail
price index-numbers, together with index-numbers for the four main groups
of items in the ““ C * Series Index for each year 19141045,

In the pages immediately following are published :—

(i) the “C” sgeries index-number for the last quarter of each year
1939 to 1945 {page 18) and for the month of November, 1614-1020
(page 1g}, for each capital city and for the six capital cities
combined, and showing also separate indexes for each of the
four main groups of itema;

(ii) the “ C” Series index numbers 1914, 1921, 1929 and 1938-1944 for
each of the 30 towns, with the weighted averages for each State,
and 30 towns and the six capital cities, together with index
numbers for the same periods for three additional towns for which
this index is tabulated, (page 20} ;

{iii) the “C” series index numbers I9I4, 1921 and I1939-1944 and for
the six quarters ended 3jIst December, 1944, for each of the 30
towns with the weighted averages for each State, the six capital
cities, and the 30 towns (page 21);

{iv) “ Group ” index-numbers for each of the four main Groups of items
in the *“C” series index for dates and places meptioped in (iii)
above (pages 22 to 25).



13 ArL Items {* C" SErES) RETAIL PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS.

All Ttems {“{** Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers(a) ; Capital Cities.
{Rase of eack Group: Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, 1023-27=1,000.)

Bix
Perlod, Sydoey. | Meb [ Brisbane. | Adetaide. | Perth. | Hobart. Capltats.
Grovr I.—Foop aND GROCERIES,
Doc. Qir. 1930 .. 940 042 859 8§88 026 041 927
w = 1940 .. 974 961 920 903 949 972 956
w oon I4F .. 4969 949 gzo 915 982 036 954

s 0w 992 .. | 1,000 1,009 o977 1,027 1,048 1,082 1,051
» s 1943 .. | LoIs | no037 950 985 | 1,095 | 1058 | 1,015
w s 1934 .. | 1022 1,046 959 988 1,049 1,030 1,022
o 3 TO45 .. | 1,020 1,055 963 1,001 1,051 1,062 1,030

Grour II.—Housma {4 anp 5 Rooums).(c)

Dec. Qtr. 1930 .. | 1,040 960 855 8g1 832 930 969
» o 1940 .. | Lo0g2 973 859 892 8Bz a33 974
w1941 .. | 1,044 975 860 893 884 933 976
»oow 1942 .. | L,042 974 862 893 885 932 076
w o 1043 ..} 1,042 974 862 893 885 93t 975
woow 1044 .. | 1,043 973 863 8oz 836 933 975
w» w1045 .. | 1,043 973 863 892 886 934 975

Groyrs I. anp II.—Foon, GROCERIES AND HoUsmNG,

Dec. Qtr. 1939 .. 977 947 855 887 907 935 41
»o» 1940 . 998 954 Boq Bo7 921 954 961
w o 1041 .. 956 957 So3 904 942 963 960
» o 1942 .. | 1,051 | 1,030 930 973 982 | o021 | 1019
w o 943 .. | 1,023 | LolO 914 947 980 | 1,006 997
»w » 1044 .. 1 Lo27 | L0IS 919 948 983 995 | 1,002
» w1945 .. | 1,032 | 1,021 922 957 984 | 1,010 | 1,007

Grovp ITI,—Crorimg.

Dec. Qtr. 1939 .. B854 B6z 865 869 840 867 853
w » T9to .. | 1,046 1,042 1,027 1,041 1,010 1,038 1,040
o o Il .. [ LI7O 1,186 1,186 1,182 1,169 1,184 1,182
roo» M2 .. | 1,382 | 1423 | 1,355 | 1,357 | 1,355 | 1.38%4 | 1,388
woow 1043 .. f L4490 | 1435 ) 1,433 | 1422 | 1,395 | 1430 | 1,436
woow 1044 .. | Laal | 1404 | 1,430 | 1,416 | 1,412 | T.424 | 1442
w v 1045 .| 1459 | 1,445 | 1.446 | 1,433 | 1.423 [ 1,447 | 1,448

Grovr IV.—MISCELLAKEOUS,

Deo. Qtr. 1939 .. 943 083 gbo [ 1,027 957 945 967
w o IGO0 .. | T,004 1,021 986 1,060 993 977 1,013
w9 I941 .. | 1,072 1,083 I,043 1,156 1,053 1,030 1,080
w n 1042 .. | Lugo | niag | 109 [ 1200 | 1,127 | 5,005 | 1144
w » 1043 .. | 1,170 1,157 1,140 1,212 1,140 1,100 1,108
w s 044 .. | 1369 | 1,158 | LE3¢ | 213 | 1,139 | 1,000 | 1,163
» o 1945 .. | 1,163 1,158 1,133 213 1,139 1,630 1,161

Grovrs I 1o IV.—ALL TrEms oF HousEgoLD EXPENDITURE.

Dec. Qtr. 1939 .. 943 932 874 gatb 899 019 926
w w1040 .. | 1008 98¢ | o3k 957 953 976 986
O 175 SR 1,043 1,028 o35 1,010 1,012 1,023 1,029
» s 1042 .. 1,138 1,136 1,055 1,100 1,000 I,I13 1,122
wooow 1043 .. | 1,143 1,128 1,068 1,000 1,100 1,117 1,123
s o 1934 .. | 7,042 1,138 1,069 1,098 1,104 1,106 1,126
o o 1045 .. | 1,147 1,137 1,074 1,i0b I,107 1,120 1,129

{a) 3ee footonte (#) ob page 9. (b} Weighted average. {c} See footnote (&) on page 9.




v

Ay, Items (*C™ Series) ReTann PrioE INDEX-NUMEBERS. w

All Items (* C* Series) Relail Price Index-Numbers(e) : Capital Cilies,
{Base of each Group: Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

ix
Petlod, Bydoey. | Melbourne. | Brisbane, | Adelaide, Perth, Hobart, CA%t)ab.
Grour 1.—Foop AND GROCERIFS.

Nov. 1914 .. 638 616 614 683 746 687 641
w1015 .. 844 815 860 858 |- 819 858 842
» 1016 .. 833 791 748 835 854 8oz 812
» 1917 .. 877 708 B25 8os 828 049 836
w 1018 .. 857 843 882 862 816 918 861
» 1919 ., 1,073 975 1,060 1,012 o87 1,041 1,026
» 1020 .. 1,225 1,220 1,117 1,225 ¥,II3 1,263 1,209

Groor IL.—Housivng (4 AND 5 Roowms).(c)

Nov, 1914 .. 758 608 " 463 611 586 525 649
»  I0I§ .. 280 611 472 574 581 $71 659
» 6 .. 791 625 467 573 592 574 665
w1017 .. 797 657 492 606 6oz 586 - 685
» 1018 .. B3z 699 526 656 619 614 922
» 1919 .. 866 744 6oy 797 650 740 768
» 1920 .. 980 807 034 783 718 go4 8s1

Grours 1. axp II.—Foop, GRooERIES ANp Housing.

Nov. 1914 .. 680 613 560 658 689 630 44
w 191§ .- 825 756 22 758 734 756 117
P 111 . 818 732 648 742 761 74 760
w IOIT .. 848 248 707 734 748 820 482
o 1918 .. 861 202 756 789 746 8o 812
» 1919 ..| Looo Bo3 904 904 867 936 934
1920 .. 1,138 1,074 945 1,068 973 1155 1,033

Grovur ITL—CLoTHING.

Nov. 1914 .. 755 780 637 756 698 825 754 .
o 1915 .. 8os 797 690 B2z 760 833 792
PR 121 (- go3 870 779 959 840 940 881
w I917 .. 1,000 976 Bog 1,049 9o | noq1 992
s 1018 .. X102 1,103 1,025 1,006 1,135 p,200 1,007
» 1919 .. 1,237 5,213 1,192 1,303 1,277 1,344 1,238
»_ 1920 .. 1,323 1,422 1,274 1,384 | 1,359 | 1430 | 1,365

Grovp 1V, —MISCELLANEOUS.

Nov. 1914 .. 766 728 728 770 780 609 749
w1915 .. |0 798 770 736 803 822 770 786
o 1916 .. 808 784 266 832 869 480 $o2
w1017 .. 839 879 836 883 026 865 882
w» 1918 .. 988 950 931 988 1 1,035 945 972
w 10190 .. 1,059 1,016 968 1,035 1,120 1,006 1,036
» 1920 .. 1,200 1,181 1,139 1,200 1,262 1,124 1,104

Grours 1. 10 IV.—ALL Items oF Housgwolp EXPENDITURE. .

Nov. 1914 . 712 671 611 6a9 707 687 687
s 101§ .. 816 768 721 780 755 776 782
s 1916 . 836 773 698 798 800 783 795
»  I9T7 .. 892 823 773 832 832 879 847
» 1018 .. 938 $90 848 B8y 88g 923 905
o 1010 .. 1,008 - 088 981 1,018 1,005 1,042 1,022
w1920 .. 1,193 1,172 1,054 1,104 1,111 3,203 1,166

{a)} Bes footnote (o) on page 9. ﬁ) Welzhted avorage, See pago 2o for correaponding figures for
yeals 1921 bO ID4q. {€) See Inctnoke (b) on page g. A
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Aw Items {*C” Serres) REran Priok InDEX-NUMBEES.

Al Items {*C* Seriasi Beladl Price Indox-Numbers: Thxrty Towns,

{Base: Weighted Average of Siz Capital Cities, 192327 = 1,000)

Nov. | Year | Yeoar | Year | Year | Year | Year | ¥ear | Year | Year
State and Town. 1014, | 1921, | 1020. | 4938, | 1939. § 1040.{ 2041 | 1942.{ 2043.§ 1944.
NEW SO0UTH WALES—
Sydney ‘e . 12 | 1,040 | 1,073 g13 o36 973 {1028 | L,107 | L1%2 | 1,144
ewrastie . . oo | xo41 | 1028 Ex? v o458 997 1,069 | 1,109 | t.004
Brokeo HH) . N o7% 11,018 040 955 081 | 1,040 | 1,132 fL,a22 | 1,179
Gonlbwn . . .« 1038 [1.108 Baz | 16| 440 | 1,008 | 087 |I,r28 | 1,118
thiret .. . .. o447 979 60 §83 925 074 [[,05¢ | op1 | 1,088
[
Yive Towngla) A | 1,043 {1,067 git 913 g7z | 1,026 {1,304 { 0,347 | 1140
3
VICTORTA—
Aelbourne . .. £71 | 1,003 | 1,017 Bab 024 964 | 2,008 L1100 1,129 :,tgg
Ballarat .e . .. 0492 o5y 830 Brq goh 950 [ L,037 | 1,084 [ £,083
Bendlgm ve . .. 12002 n6g Bss By 020 g6y | 1,054 | Logb | L3101
Geelong .. . . 1019 oo 88y q1r 041 584 Y1064 | LiIp |i1.t12
Waorrnambood | . -+ Jnesay efe ] 8gz | 9B | 954} 998 |1078 |rua6 12y
Five Tawas{s) . + J1,003 L1010 8903 | 2o} gbe|i004 (1008 2088 | 1232
QUEBNSLARD— 1
Rrishane .- .- 611 033 921 842 S0 [ 963 | 1.9033 {1,072 | 1,072
Toowoomba .. .. N 43 | Q1D 843 858 Boh | 951 | 1,033 | 1,080 | 1088
Rockhampton . . ‘. +e g7z gog B53 §67 905 959 | 1,032 | 1,073 | 1,07
Town=rille .. .. .. 10250 o930t goz R | o%c 11,044 {098 | 1,224 |z
Bundaberg .. .. ‘e oa4e]  o3re| B3l 47 879 | o038 [1,01% {1,057 | 1,057
Fivr Townss(a) .. e 041 922 834 | 871} o909 | o064 1,035 | 1,075 | 1073
A0UTH AUSTRALIA-—
Adelnlte ‘e .. (11 ofy | 1,037 BE3 of 436 o88 | r,075 | T, 102 | 1,008
Enadina, ete. .. .. ‘e o098 Q43 786 ro Ay 8Bz obz 1 gnd 995
Port Pirie e .. .. 1025 o8¢ 868 Byé 919 076 | 1,057 ] 1,087 12,081
Mount Gambfer .. v | 1029 93 840 B2 Bgg | o9ufh | 1,024 {1,061 | 1,064
Peteroctough .. .. N 948 § 1,043 968 B97 a4 974 | 1,055 | 1,087 | t,087
Feve Towss(a) . 992 | 1,030 ) 883 | goz | 931 ) 983 |t.060 | 1,007 | 1.003
WEITERY AVSTRALIA— ;
Porth, ese. . . 707 J1,008 {y,026] 882 ] 9m 93z | %03 1,060 | 1,104 | 1008
Kaluoorlie, ete, e ve 1,048 1 1,032 | 1,048 | 1,066 | r,000 | 1,185 | 1,178 jr,192 | 1,199
Northam va . .. 1030 | 1022 o0 Q15 047 | 017 | 1,070 | 5,111 | 1,RI3
Bunhory .. ‘e . 1,045 *A I o14 | 936 o6z 11,018 | 1,068 | 1,102 | L1100
Qeratdton . .. .+ 058 | 1051 987 9065 ¢go 11,085 Jr,ae4 11,165 | 1,176
Five TOWHa(«¢} N 1,020 | r026 807 | wis 046 | 1,008 | 1,070 | 1,112 | 1,213
TagANIA—
Hohart . i 687 | 1,070 ] 1,000 487 | goR 935 | 1,001 | 1,078 (2,117 | 108
TLaunoeston ‘e . bT067 % 967 Az 88R | oz | or4 | 1,040 | 1,078 | 1,067
Turnie . N v |1003] 965 865 L) gtz 971 | 1,035 | 1,088 | 1,065
Devonport .. .- ‘e god | o048 848 B6I Bgh 957 | 012 f1,08% | Logo
Quespatown L, .. s 1,041 972 875 GOy 936 o8z | 1,045 | 1,006 § 1,702
Five: Towneta) ol oo Juosy| of6 ] 870 | eos | 936 | ofo | robe {raor {1,080
TARTY TnwWHala) . o | 1,013 | 1,026 894 Q17 954 | 1,008 | 1,087 [r327 | 1,122
8ix CamTavAlg) .. . 6By 1012 {10535 | 807 b o920l os7 | vool [ro0n |va3r | naz6
Canbertn, A.0T, .. .- .. .. 666 | 56 88 | 1,040 | z,122 {1,06R | 1,155
Warwick, Qid. .. .. .. 094 931 Roo 834 Bey 926 | 1,007 | 1.0%5 | 061
Port Augnata, S.A. i 1,035 | 1,061 863 883 | ors ofo | 1,052 | 1076 | Lors

(@) Weighted nverage,

{5y Chartera Towers,

{£) Warwick,

A



{Base : Weighted Average of Sixz Capital Cities, 19:3-27= 1,000.)

All Iteras (*“ 0 Series) Retail Price Index-Numbers.

Acn [tevs (“ C" Sertes) Reraw Price Inpex-Nousers.
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NEW SQUTH WALES, VICTORIA.
P v = . <
ariod. » =] V- <] B : . .
s 3| 5| E1E (5 55| 8|2 §~
] F= a F-x-4 -
) 2 g 2 |=E=| 2 s b= K} 1
b 5 2 o z |S8al T ] 2 [ L
@ % ] ] A ez 2 & ] =] Eap
Hov. 1914 (3) 712 . .. .. . 621 . . .
w I921 .. |t046 lra4x | 978 it033 | 947 [ro43 [1,003 993 | 1,002 | votg 1,003
‘Foar 1930 . 916 | gor | gss | owd | BBa| oaz || ou4 878 Brs | o1 gz
w1940 .| 974 | 0435 | o8r| 40| 933 | oy2| 964 | go g30 | o41 960
w1941 .. jr028 | 9oy | 1,049 | 1,005 | ©74 |I026 | 1008 | g9sc| 93| o8y 1,004
w 1942 .. {1,107 |LO69 | 1,732 | 1,087 | L0850 |1,304 | 1,100 [ 1,037 | 1,054 | 1,065 1,095
w 1943 .. jrasr|Lroo | 1,172 | 3,725 | o001 | 1,047 | 1,130 | 1,084 | 1,006 | 1,110 1,135
w 044 .. |L144 | X004 | 5079 [2,108 1,088 ra40 [ 1,335 | 1,083 | L0101 |Fa12 1,131
1043 Sept. Qtr. | 1,154 | 1,712 | 5,170 | 1,726 | 5,096 | 1,152 :,133 1,087 | 1007 1 L1107 1,136
» Dee. |, | 5143|3008 | 1,355 | 7006 | 1,082 | 1,139 | 112 ©rs | 1,004 | 5,100 1,125
044 Mar, Qtr. | 143 [1007 [ 1,025 | 1,008 11,085 | raaag | 1,029 | 1,074 | 1004 | 1103 T,125
w June | 5.k43 f1,085 |1,124 | 2at0 | 1,086 | 1,138 | 1,033 82 | 1,101 | 1,012 T30
w Sept. L, | 1046 {1,003 {1,184 2,377 | 1,000 [ Ltq2 | 1,640 | 1,087 | 1,004 | 1,118 1,136
w Dec. 1,042 | 1,005 | 1,184 12,116 [ 1,08 (1,038 | 1,138 1,087 1 1,102 | 1,116 1,134
QUEENSLAND, S0UTH AUSTRALIA.
d . . . -}
= o 1= o -] .
Pariod 3 = . ; LI : .
IR R B R i3
] 5 - -]
21§ EE E | % (258 E |35%| B ) .8 T84
a2 | & 2| & & (Bl < |wEz| £ [ &S B e
Kov. tory {a) 33 3 I . . " . 6oy | .. . . .
o 3920 .| 973 | 49| 072 |noa3h| 90a¢| 941 || 989 | 998 1025 | 1,020 992
Tear 1939 870 | B58 | 867 | w918 | 847 | 871 gof | fro} Bob ! d7z Q03
w 1930 .. ] oo8 | BaB| gos| 950 | Bro | gog || 936 | B3zj 919 4 g3t
o 941 ] 963 | 951 | 959 [100a ] 438 | ohy | 083 | RBzE 976 | 946 g8y
w 1922 .. [1033 |1033 | 1,032 {1,073 I1015 | 1038 || 1,075 | 962 | 1057 |noz4 1,069
s 043 . 5072 | 1,080 | T,0%3 | 1,114 [ 1,087 | 1,078 || 1,102 998 | 1,087 | 1,061 1,099
v Y04 .. 1051 | 5,085 (1074 | n2t7 | 1057 | 1,075 (1,008 | 995 | 1081 1,064 1,003
1043 Sept, Qtr. | Loz74 | 1,078 | 1,074 | 1,114 | 1,058 | 1,076 [| 1,706 | 1,004 | 1,001 | 1,067 1,103
w Dec. ,, [51,068 1,083 1,073 | 1473|1053 | 1,072 || 1,000 998 | 1,081 | 1,050 1,004
1944 Mar. Qtr. | 1,072 1,087 L0725 | 1316 | 1,056 | 1,075 (1,008 [ oné | 108t | 1057 A93
w dume | o7z | L085 (1076 | 1,019 | Lebo fnor6 || 1006 o0z | 1,072 | 1087 gL
s Sept, L, | Lo |fo84 [ Lo0q | TIUF bLes7 {L0P5 || F10T 995 | 1,034 | 1,071 1,066
w Dee. 4, | 5,069 |10 1,07t §1,016 [ 1,056 (1,073 1,098 | 796 |1,080 | 1,070 1,093
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TASMANIA. 1-’g &
€22
< g g 4] <5 2
Pariod, 4 : . ] o B F
I HEA IR 32| 22 [3¢4
4| & 2% 1%g |21 8 gl Ex|£27
218 |5 (5| (P8 8|5 e |58 |5kt30|2R8
L] -
dld |28 |(S|edfia|8i&8|& ]| & |x<|=z5{3Re
Fov, tor4 (a) oy .. ve .. v 68y .. .. va e s e
w TO31 1,008 1,048 1,030 1,043 1,030(| 1,070 3,067 1,003 04| x,031} 1.057] 1L0I3
Year 1930 .. 9o 1,066 grs5; aab ors]l go8| BBB| Byg|l 8611 go3] BeB Iy
» 3940 .. | 933 Loosl 047 92 946 945 926l o1y B96| o35 036 954
o I94r .. ] 993 5,0fs vory 1,013 LonB Loot| 97i 971 951 oByl 9B 1,008
w1042 . | 1,061 1175 1059 065 1,070 1,078, 1,040 1,033 1.6I2| 1,045] 1,000 087
w 1043 .. [ 1104 I,Ig2| 1,71 E,202 1,112|| 1,517 1,078 1,088 1,058) 1,006 1,107 1127
w 1044 .. 1,005 1,109| 4,713 1,110 j 1:103]| 1,105 3,067 1,065 1,040 1,102 1,08p 1122
1943 Sept. Qtr. | 1,170 :,137 1,117 L,Icg 1,118} 1,723’ 1,086 1,004" 1,069| 5,103} 1,108 1,130
w Dec. . |x100 1189 1,107 1,097 1,708 1,157, 1,076 1, Lot o9 jl.loo 1,120
1944 Mar, Qir, | 1,502 7,193| 1,100 1,104 K110 1,105 1,067 1,075 1,040] I,00%7 1,080 1,120
o Jie L §1,503 IIGS{ 1,113 I,to 1,1e2|| 1,100 7,061 1,056 T,031; 1,.000| 1,083 1,121
w Bept. . dari0 x2e4) 018 1,00 t,11f8]l 1,110 1,072] 1,060 L0435} 1,1106] 1,004 1126
w Dee. 1,104!:,203 :,uo‘ 1,110 1,112 l,mﬁl 3,067, I,Ojgl 1,042] 1,108 I.oﬂgl 1,122
(@) For index-numbers for Capital Citles, November, 1914 Lo 1920, Se6 page I9. (b} Charters

Towers, (¢} Warwick.
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“ Grovur " INDEX-NUMBERS of RETAT. PRICES.

Retail Price * Group * Index Numbers{d) : Food and Groceries—Group L
(Base : Weighted average of Six Capital Citics, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
* Petiod. S| B} g | w(w.] & . 4 .
. = [ Ls | g - ™3 W %
sl 8152 |5 |88l 518|882 |S&
] = = =X - = — : | Ba
sl 12 313 (857lz132 3|2 |83038
g1z 1&] ¢ g |lgezl| 2 | &2 | & | & |8 {z<F
Nav. 1914 {a) 638 . .. .. 616 .. . . .
w B920 .. ] 964 | o¥7 | 9rz | 930 | o935 | 964 || 973 | 928 ) gro | 41| a8 | ony
Year 1930 .. | oga6 | 965 fra06 | opt | o40) o4z (b 922 | 930 | 930 | 946 | 955 | 942
w 1940 .. | g5z | ofs |1,069 |T003 | 953 | 0881 947 | 933 | 949 | 93 953 | wé
o 1T .| g6z 1000 134 jrome | 985 | 969 1 943 | 930 | o954 | 92 946 | 912
w 1942 .. roa0 |rer 11,244 | ress | 1.033 | 5047 || viodz (1007 | 1,038 | 100z | 1,018 | 1030
w 1943 .. | 1,043 | 1,066 ) 1,234 | 1090 | 1,027 | 1,048 || 1,055 | 1,049 | 1,042 | 1,013 | 1,035 | 1,053
e 1044 .. [ 1025 [ 1045 {1,252 [ 1070 | 3,02¢ 1,032 || 1,049 [ 1,037 [ 1,042 |1,000 | 1,037 | 1047
1943 Zept. QUr. | 1,039 | 1,065 | 1,230 | 1,086 | 1,025 | 1,045 || 1,086 | 1,044 | 2,040 | 1,017 | 1,033 | 1,054
a Des 1,01% | 1,047 | 1236 | 1,070 | 5,005 | 1,022 || 1037 | 1,023 | 1,032 994 [ 1,0TT | 1,034
1944 Mar, Qir, | 1,019 | 1,046 | 1,242 | 1,080 | 1,014 | 2,026 || r,030 | 1,023 | 1,034 995 | Lo12 | 1,016
w Jume 11025 1040 | 1,344 | 1,078 | 1,025 | 1,032 || 1,047 | 1,038 | 7,039 | 1008 | 1.030 | 1045
b mo_uf » |1035 Vroso | 1,264 | 1,600 | 1,032 | 9,041 || 3,063 | 1,050 1,054 | 2023 | 1,056 | 1,062
v Dee.” o |ao2z 1030 | 1,250 | 1,075 | 1,025 | 1,028 |1 1,046 | 3,010 {1,030 | 1,001 V1081 | 1,044
QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
2 o i o g
Period, .| 2 -4 . . 2, & . X .
| 8| E| & |2 |Zesy £ la28| 5 £ (3¢
- BL o
§1E |45| 2 |2 |36H| 3 (355) 5 |.3 80 |3Es
2 |3 5 =8 4 C] o g
G| 8 28| & [ & |e<5| 2 || & [58 | A2 |patu
Nov. 1914 {a) 614 .e i ‘e “ .. 69y .. .- as .e .
w 397t .. | o555 | 895 | 949 | 9Brb| o936e| 950 || 941 | 945 968 | g2z | 907 | 949
Year 1039 .. | 864 | Bz3 | goq4 | 961 | o1z | Brz || Boy | o7z | 996 | o637 | 9B1 | goa
w  TO40 . 889 LT ]33 obg 931 fob Quo by o8y 919 976 gob
W 1g41 L. o1y 8z 931 681 os8 915 908 962 | 1,005 9tz | or7 | ¢12
» T942 .. 97T g5t 902 | 1,048 [1,024 ¢70 || 1012 | 1,083 | 1,004 688 | 1,056 | r,016
w 1043 .. 075 97 995 | 040 | 1,033 982 || 1,003 | 1,044 | 1,076 98 1,039 | I,00}
w  I[D4g .. 963 | 1,003 |to02 | 1,049 | 1,027 477 993 | 1,030 | 1,061 99 1,035 007
1943 ept. Qtr. | 968 | 956 | o985 | n031 11024 | 975 || 1003 | T04x [ 1075 | 986 | 1,038 | nooy
w Dee. 950 | o8% | 088 | ro2y |ro1s | 963 || 085 jro3o |ro53 | 9re [Lot6| 989
1944 Mar. Qtr. | ofB | 1,002 | 1003 | 1,046 | [,028 gfia oBg |1,020 {1,097 076 | 1,018 993
w June g6y | 1,008 | 1,007 |1,051 | 1,092 afo 905 | 1,031 |r,064 o8% | 1,028 990
»  Sept. &4 | 1001 |I,000 [1,099 [1,024 azb 990 | 1,03 o6y | ro01x | o048 | 1,003
» Dee. 450 | 1,003 998 | 1,040 | 1,023 02 988 | 1,026 | 1,056 {1,010 ) ,038 903
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANILA. m g m
A g - & ;| @ . mm .w
€ . . 3 - = =
et 1FEsEl g e B | g | 2|38 3% |nee
MW B2 2|5 |58 (2|8 5|8|5g88 |55
—-— I Y = 13 3 - = =
= ] g L ] g v » F
EISE( S |2 | &Stez||l8| 2|2 &(5]8% 25|28
Wov. 1914 {a) 711 . .. ‘- . .. 6872 .. .. .. e b s 844 ..
w» T2t .. | 1,005] 120 1,054| 1,049 L037| T,033]8 t.027] os8]|1,708] 996! rory| r,oax| 950 954
Yearrozo .. | o038 1,002] a7z] 062] e4r] est|| 9z3| o014 eq1| 933fr.ca8| o25 927 [ 831
w1049 .. | 949 1,104 auL ofg| os2| o61]| o44| o33] 901 ose|r.oz9l o045 939 | D42
» TO4 L. ofz| 1,153 1,03 006| .o00| o5 oro| o3r| goo| oBujreyr| o6B| 947 | 851
w1042 .. | L,029| 1,176| 1,078} 1,034| 1,043| 1,041|| ry047| 1,008] 2.085] 1,034 1,070| 1,038 LO3I | 1,038
w1943 .. | 1,0%9] 1.179| 1,071 1,039 I,080] 1,068|] 1,062(1,017] 1,006| 1,087 1,137| 1,0%2] 1,037 | 1,040
o 1944 .. | 1,056 1,180 1,066] 1038 100s] £066]| 1,095  083] 1,030] 1,020] s o] 1LO26 | 1,029
1943 Sept. Qtr, | 1,062 1,178| 1,070] 1,036{ 1,x04| L,071]| 1,075 1,029] 1,108] 1,068] 1,147} 1,064( 1,036 | 1,039
w Dec. | 1,048] 1,183] 1,084| r,005| 1,088] 1,054} 7,058 1,000] 10007 1,087| 1,133] t,047| 1,015 | 1,019
1944 Mar, Qir. | 1,081) 1,160 7,086] 1,026 1.002] 1,060|| 1,020] 0852|1058 t,021| r,321] 1,028] 1,020 | 102D
o June . [aosrinarel 1,072 o8] 5 re:) 1,067 1,006]  98i| 1,013) 1,008) 5,126 r,004] 1,026 | 1,029
w  Sept. ,, |1,067(1,188] 1,080 1049] t,112| 077 Load| D07 033 1,029 1,148 1,032 1,036 | 1030
»_ Det. 4, | 1040l 1,188] 1057 1.031) 13,0740 1,0501 1,030l 990l 1,013 1,010 1,146! 1,026] 1,022 | 1,025

'a) For index-nombers for Capltal Citles, November 1914 to 1920, pes page 19.

{6} Warwick.

{d)

See footnote (a) on page 9.

(b} Chorters Towers.



“ Grovr "’ InDEX-NUMBERS oF RETatL PrICES, 23

Retail Price ** Group ¥ Index-Numbers(d) ;: Housing (4 and 5 Rooms)—Group II,
{Base : Weighted average of Siz Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.
- g .
Perlod, ; . g 1 : .
% 1218 E T m | &§| ¢ fgd
BBV E |2l 23|33 ]
Bl B8 dBsd) g |l &|3 |48 |258
Nov, 1914 {A) 758 s .. .. .. .. [ 11 - . . .e

w 1931 .. o000 | B35 | s59 i BBL | 596 | 066 || HeS5| 479 s27 ]| 665 | 633 | 789

Tear 1939 .. |r0as5 | 890 | 764 | 871 | S43 jrers | ogs| rra | 3| 826 o1 | o938
w 1340 .. |10427 goo| 78| B72| 843 (1023 || 969 | o3| 735t BBa ] 033 | 930
o 194 .. lnog3 | or: 2r3| Bye | B4s lvozg 975 2061 938 ) 8oz 930 9356
wo =T .. 10043 | goz | 5B 881 | 844 {1024 975 | 7090 742 | Boo | 937 | 956
" ”w..w .. _roaaw 9oz | 753 | B8z | B4y {1023 974 ] 709 | Jary 889 934 ] 956
- 4 +- p1,04

1943 Sept. Qtr. [ 1042 9oz | 53| 882 | 8Baz |tea2]l g9ral roo | maz | 889 | 034 | 9s6
» Dec. ,, 1,042
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1944 Mar. Qtr, 11,043 003 753 B82 813 | 1,023 a74 7II 743 asa 934 953
wo o June L, j1.043 [ 003l 753 [ 882 | Baa|voas3f| ors| riz2| 743 | 888 | 934 ] o933
wo Sepb. 4 fnoegz ) 9oz ] us3| BR2 | Byz|no23 | o7z | 7rz| ze3 | RB7 | 931 ] ¢33

o Dea, . lrosa a0 753 852 843 | 1,028 471 70l 7i3 88y 934 955
QUEENSLAND, SOUTH ‘AUSTRALIA.
a . s - -
Porlod. .5 s B = = . o

g1 8| §1%5 | 2 |Bs3) ¢ ...mm m § .m...m.w

S| 450 B |2 |%5E 3355 5 |.218 5i

» 2D a ) H

2| & 33 & 5 [223) 2 |333) % |88 (35353

Kov. 1914 (o) FLT 7 [ . . . . 6rr | .. e . . ‘s
PR 1-7 1 S 629 547 Ftl] s28b) S3sc| 294 819 566 | Go3 492 566 781

Year 1033 .. A%y B4y 53 | B6x G0 Hi0 B33 388 g1 | 686 | 53| 862
» 1940 .| Bsz ] 852 755 861 | 64z | 843 892 | 38y | 716 | b9z | 73| 866
PENT 7S S 860 | 554 26 863 | b47 846 Bg3 | sBs| e | yvz ] pér | B67
w 1942 .. | 862 | 858§ 76 865 | 655 | Bug || 803 | 38r| siz| 7is| 53 866
w 1043 .. 862 8359 768 LY GBS 8s0 893 FLEY 713 715 755 866
» 1043 .. | B63 | Bsg | 62| 865 | b7z | 850 ) Boz | 385 13| rus} 754 | 866

1943 Sept. Qir, | 862 ] 8s9 | 7468 | 865 668 850 Boz | 384 | w3 | vis| re6 | B66
w Dec. 862 8xg 268

1944 Mar, Qtr. | B63 0 fsg | Gy | 865 ) 672 8s0 Boz | 384 v13 | 5| 754 | 666
w Adune 863 | B850 | 76y | 865 ) 672 850 Bgz | 384 | 213 | 735 | 734 | B66
w Bepb ,, | 863 8sp| 767 | B6s g 672 | 850 Bez2| 384 | w3 | 715 | 754 | 866
w Dee, ,, | 8631 860 | 767! Bos | 672 L 850 (| 892 | 3861 715| 7181 37551 866

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. Wm £
=3
b - - : .mm _m
| e . = 2 o H s
Peiod. 1Zaies| g5 Sl |Ff.|E 38 ( 3% 344
B ER A IR R L
HEARIE IR BRI I I
3 ol | 5% | Sx i
gileg| 28138 [Ex|| 2 |38 |&1) & |8 551823
Nov, 1914 () 1.1 - . .. .. . sz5] . ve ‘e .. .. | 649 e
w T920 .. ] 754] 328] 616] G490 275l rooll Brol 66| 204 150! 498| raol 8771 &M
Year 1930 .. | 88| 1,318 886] 1,005| ,064] 019 o025 8s1f B36| 63| fos| 8a;| 965 | o471
w T9a0 .. | B8z r,3vs] Bool 1003 10 orofi u33| B56l 847 67 Bry| Bos| 9TI[ ass

I (7% S B53| 1,308  Bo4| rooa| o868 ozill o33] B50f B4s| réo; Brz| Bos| 976 | 958
w 1042 .. | 8Bs[1,167| 8rg| 831062 g0/l ©33] BEo| 830 7ro| Bo6| Bos| BTG | 957
w 1943 o 88s| 1,038 A58 o7olr,058) goa|| o31| Bso, Bsol 270| Bos| 8oy 976 | 956
s 1024 .. | BBS| 1,036 29 g7s|r.ose| goz|i o3z kKEr| B30] 770| Boy| B9s| 9761 856

1943 Bept. Qtr, | 8Bs| 1,038 808 o970/ 1,038 oo2]] og31| 850 Bsoy 7ol ‘Bos| Geel 975 | 058
» Dec. 885| 1,036 8ol gvol _“om& gozll o031, Bsg| 830] 770| Bog| Bo4] 9V5 | 9566

rg44 Mar. Qir. | 336[ 1,028 808 orafrose| oozl g31] B6o] B30 ol Boy| Bosf 976 | 956
» Jane 886 1,036 899 ard| 1,089 gezf| oa1| 61 8so| 770 Boy| 8o4l BVE | 956
v Sept. ., 886 1,036| 8ng| o7s| 1,050 goz|| naz| B6z] 8B40l rro] Bos| Hos] DTS | 958
w D, 8361 1,036 Soal azil1.exel gozll o3au 862] Byol 770l 8oyl 8o BTE | 958

{a) For lndex-nurnbera for Capltal Cltles, November 1914 t0 1920, sea page 19, {6y Charters
Towers. {c)} Warwick. {@) See footnotes (a) and (&) on page o.




Retat]l Price ** Gronp ** Index-Numbers(d) : Clothing—Gronp I

“ Grovr ¥ InpEX-Nompees of Rerarn Prices,

{Base : Weighted average of Six Capilal Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

NEW S0UTH WALES. VICTORIA.
Petied. VRl E i i Bed B 5| s | Tes
D - =] o - E%., = ] Y = =
IR AR AR R i AR R AR AR BN
8 =0 = ] o rE
121 B &1 & (252 8| 2| &| 8|58 |2:8
Nov, 1914 {a) 755 ) .. .. . .- . 70 .. . . e e
w920 .. | L2855 | 1,327 (5,209 | are o261 [ 1,264 || 370 [ 309 | N,550 J 46y [ 1,602 1,926
Year 1039 .. | B43 | 823 830 | 861 B4o | Buz Byz [ Bst | Bax 846 | H4z | 833
w 1940 .. | 950l g41| 970 | 900 | o6y | 95T | 9fig | voo | oB6 | o063l 066 | gro
w1041 .. |II19 iE,E13 0,225 [ 0044 |1,137 |T,019 [(T,019 | 1,143 | 1,719 pr,132 | LIS {1,020
w It .. |1,302 {1,203 [ 1,389 [r.330 |n308 [0,30% |1,3%2 {1,336 | 1.337 | nav? | naze |[nisn
o 1043 .. L1450 | 1,446 F 1,438 | L4f b7l | 1450 L1455 | K73 | L,406 | 1450 L2 462 | 1,456
s 1044 .. [ Fd440 | 1,407 [ 1,430 | L45 450 | 138 {446 1401 1,490 | 1,427 | 1,473 | 1,450
1943 Sept. Qtr. | 1,463 | 1,455 | 1,473 | 1,475 | 1,494 1‘463 1,454 [ 5,476 | 1,473 | 5,470 | 5,469 | 1,456
wo Dec. 5 11,449 | 1,430 | 1,443 | 1,460 | 0,467 | D448 | 5,435 | 2457 [ Tadd | 1,439 | 440 | 1,437
44 Mar, Qbr. [ 1,443 [ 1422 | 1,434 | 457 | U408 | Tdd2 | D438 | 2457 | n4r6 [ a4y | Lase | 1441
o June L, | 1,437 | 1,383 | 1,426 [ 1,462 | 1,451 [0433 | 5439 | 3,471 |1492 [ 480 | e [ra4a
w Sept. ,. | 5437 | 1,306 {1,013 [ L4535 | 0,458 |1,435 | X442 | 2,465 | 1,485 | 1,478 | 1,485 [ 1,446
wo Tree. o 110447 11,920 1,052 11,458 |5,q01 15440 1,064 | 7,489 | 1,508 | 1,400 | 5,406 f1,468
. QUEENSLAND. SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
.3- & i L) T ,
. c . - ] N .
Feriod. $| 51 8| % H Bedl £ lasg| | $1].91%
2| 14| 8} 8 |82Y 3 l28E = | 5 .%132.
B 2185 5| 55850 € (355 3 (o8 | 2B |5E4
M H | ®RE = A |Faed| = |==H5E] & | Bo 2 |Baa
Nor. 1014 (a) 637 .. ve ve ‘e v 756 ve .. ‘e . .e
w T021 .. |0,725 | 1,408 | 1452 (AR L5000 13,938 B 1,195 15,435 | 1480 [ 2607 | n 180 [rayE
Year1yso .. | Bao | B38| B8s6 | B35 852 | Ban ] B6ay | 8sz | 854 | Bsa | 844 | 862
w 940 .. | 9331 951 | 973 | ¢68 ] oS6 | 953 || o6I | 940 | 943 | w47 | 036} 059
" 441 I.I'I'B IIZI LI4% I.I40 K,I26 I, 122 i, 120 | 1,000 L1c% !,116 1,107 fL,II
w To4z .. | n2Bo [ L,207 [ 0,329 (302 (0308 | 0,294 |[ 0,290 1,297 | 1,273 | 7,296 Y1978 128
o 1043 . | 7420 1 1,426 | 5,445 | 1460 | 1,43% | Toa25 || Ta00 | 1,388 | rgo0 | Kazq brana | Lol
w T044 .. | 3,427 | L1406 | 1,454 | L455 2,438 [ 1,430 || 1,400 11,305 | T.412 11,420 §1,435 [ 1,409
1943 Sept. Qir. | 1,434 [ 1447 | 1,482 | 1,473 | 1,452 | 1442 || 8,424 | Lal4 1 1,429 1,430 | 1,428 ] 1428
s Det. | 1,433 [ 1423 [ L30B8 | 1470 | 1,445 | 1433 || 1,422 [ 6,408 [ 1417 1,430 | 1,430 | 1422
to44 Mar. Qtr. | 1,424 [1,414 § D460 | L4571 1331 | 5428 (| 1408 | 1402 | Lg20 1422 | na50 | 1,405
» June ,, | 5435 [1400 1451 | 1,956 | T4q2 [ 1,428 || 1,305 | 1,381 [1,392 3404 |T.413 | 1,305
w Sept. ,, | 1,420 | 1,404 [ 1,457 [ 1,458 [ T.ag0 [T.432 || 14Tt (1302 [1417 1429 | 1438 | 1411
o Dee. o, 13,090 11,404 11,947 11,454 11,430 1 rqar Hr306 11,409 | 2412 1,426 | 1,433 L1,416
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA. 4 § =
-
- 5= [§
£ < ] sV B sfeas <
i|les| . . t g K =
e IR A AR A AR R R
5| 8 o AREEER IERRAR RN
TE(SS| B | 22|85 5| 5|8 | 8| & [3F| 8 ReE
L] - o =2 - . ==
Ehigg| 2| 2| S|k 2| 3| 2|86 |px|=23E 283
Kov. 1914 {8) [.1.1. ] S .- - .- .. 828 .. .- .. .. .. 754 e
w 1921 .. Jr.232i03768] r,383| 1,45¢| T,ez0) T 2py|| tazd| 1,670 1,525 x,403| 1,504] 1,523 1,246 | 1,290
Yoar 1939 .. | 833] Bss| B2 Byor Bay| B34l 856 833] 843 Baa| 8s3| Bsq| 841 | 84
w 1040 .. 1 926 9591 933 ©33 936 20| 956 964| 947] 938 943 o957 9056 | 056
w 1041 .. [1,008 1332 7,708 1,108] 1.102| 1 Tet|| £.123] 1,120 T,T03| 3,114 K030 Lk 018 |0 118
o T4z .. 11,289 1,280 £,260] 1,247 1.2610| 1,280i| 1.3081 1,28¢| 1,277 1,283] 1,200, 1.208 1.308 |1,307
w1943 .. | 1,398 T.400 1,300 1,374] 1,308 1,306(| 1.427] 1,504 1,400 1,416 2,394 1,418 1,440 | 1,340
oo 1941 .. t,qolr 1,429 1,408] 1,403] 1, 1 16| T.504|| 1,423 1,406 1,423 7,407] 1,425, L.420 1,435 | 1,435
1943 Sopb. Qir. 1,413 1,423 1,479 1404|1418 anal| 1,443 1,018 1,427] 104! r.«m] 1,433 1,450 | 1.45¢
" .y [1.395 1,412| 1,400| 1,379 1,408, 1,396 1,430] 1.405( La24| 1,412| 1,400 1420 1436 1.438
3944 Mar. Qtr. [ 1,308, 1,921| 1,408) 1,306) 1,418) 1,400]| 1,436( t.ax2] 1,427) 1,403| 1,4x3] 1,426 1,438 [ 1,438
o June . 11,300 1,413 1,399 1,396 1,380 1,303] 1,420] 1,302 1.4v0f 1,385 1,452} 1,400 1,420 | |.429
w Bept. ,, [1,404] 1,440 1,468 v,410f 1,426 1,408|| 1,433] Lats| 1,520 ga14] 1,440 1,927 £,433 | 1,439
w Dee. ,, [T.412 1.4+3,i BA4T0) 1,477 1,422] 1,414][ £,424] 1,406 1,410] 1,426] 1,434 Mml 1442 | 1,449

{a2) For index-numbers for Capltal Citles, November 1914 t0 1920, see page 1¢.

{¢) Warwicl,

{d) See footnote {z} on page 9.

{3y Churtera Toorers,



“ Grove " INDEX.-NumBERS OF RETAIL PRICES.

Retail Price * Group ** ~Nubers(d) « Miscellaneous—Group IV,

25

(Bate : Weighted Average of Six Capral Cities, 1923-27 a= 1,000.)

NEW SOUTH WALES. VICTORIA.,
= . s .
et L S B Bt g sl 2 (B
2 k-] = % =1 2 ] Eos 325
21 El el Bl glsEdl 5| 5] 8 g H
Sl a2l a8 2z a1 &1 &1 & {528 22F
Hav. 1914 {¢) 766 .e as . . . 7:8 . N . .. .s
w 19ar .. fL009 ¢95 J1,102 951 o8g | 1,0tr || 1021 956 | 013 Jx,032 880 [ro13
Vear193o .. % o40| oo1 {1,048 908 | BBE| o3B 4 977 ogo 1004 1 oBu{ 951 { 978
w 940 .. o84 | 948 11,001 o942 036 | 082 J| v,o00 1,023 | 1,037 |r0mx ghs | 1,010
w1541 .. [1081 ) gou [1,159 | 2,006 1,048 Ji 1,066 | 1,086 j 1,094 | r,062 | 1,040 | 1,067
w 1042 .. |Y,108 {1,018 j1,2T4 |1, 1,049 | 1,100 ||, 015 jrra6 | 1,154 fr,x23 jrre2 |Ltny
o 3943 .. {5266 | 5,073 1,296 | nae2 1,004 18,160 )| 1,088 | £,093 L 2,216 | 1,188 ) 1,159 | v,150
n 1944 .. 10,171 | 1,079 11,287 [ 1,508 | 1,006 [ 1,165 |{ 1,158 | 1 o8 [r,2a0 | vago |T,067 | 1,162
1943 Sept, Qtr, | 5,276 § 1,074 1 1,283 [ 1,704 | 1,096 | 1,769 j| 1,156 | 3,995 | 1,219 | 1,195 | 1,164 | K.a61
w Dee. ,, | 5,170 | 1,076 { 1,287 | x,102 | r,o08 | te72 ) 3,287 | 1,095 ny221 | r,192 | 13,561 | 1,162
g4 Mar. Qtr, 11,176 [1,078 ,=Sg Ity | 1,004 | 1,160 I 1,3%6 1,996 |t,223 {1,788 {1,164 {1,162
- e L, 1,172 |1,078 | n,288 |1,x1y j1.0u5 | LI66 || 1,157 | 1,006 | 1,225 | 1,186 | 1,169 {1,161
n Bept, ,, (L1167 | L070 |2.287 | 1,108 T L0907 | 1,060 || 1,150 | 1,202 | 0,227 1,180 | 1,165 |1,16s
y Dee. ,, fra60 lie82 ) 1,284 11,107 11,008 15,16 1,858 1,1 7,215 11,095 | 1,170 {1,162
. QUEENSLAND. | SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
R LA T S I 08 | R - . .
1R IR I REEE 51,513
£ 5148 8| 8 (o850 2 13 5| 8080 |55
& " 2. 6 e |[E<d|| « (k&&= S¢ |& Bwd
Nov. 1914 (@) 728 ‘e ‘e e Y- .. 770 .o .. . . .
w103 L. Q44 753 | o0z | 50090 oBBe; 5% |\ 1,038 | 1,068 | 065 12,002 | 000 | L0806
Year 1939 .. 035 ¢bs3 obg 006 992 g6z 1022 980 900 11,017 094 | 1,019
w IO, 979 | 1,003 1,001 | 1,026 |1,002 | ¢85 })t.051 |1,021 | 1,031 1,055 | 1,018 | 1,049
w1941 .. 11,028 | 3,059 | 1,057 { 5,085 L1059 11037 || 1127 ja.v06 (1,000 | Xuvab | 1,084 5228
o Y943 L. |10%7 |08 (1,186 |1y525 (1018 | 5,087 a8y | 0,088 | r,uvs 1,088 1,064 | 0,384
w 1943 .. {3,020 [ 4,067 | 1,063 1,080 ft,1%0 | K738 {1 1,202 | 2,229 | 1,007 | 4,329 { 1,224 | L,2I
o I044 .. | sy Laabe | aars [ avdr | ebe | aab | 1203 | 0,235 | n207 | 1232 | 207 | nane
1943 30pt. Qir, | 1,334 | 1,369 | 1,166 | 1,184 Y1062 | 1,043 | 1,202 | m23n | nz07 ) ne27 1,205 ] 4,21
" e, ,, {1,140 | 1,160 | 1,166 { 1,101 | 1,161 | r,048 || 0,202 | 1,235 | 1,209 | 1,228 | 1,228 ] 1,213
to4s Mar, Qtr. | 1,138 | 1,070 | 1,168 | 1,190 | 1,087 bv,146 | 2,203 L 1,236 | 1,207 | 1,229 | 1,228 | 5,004
» June 13139 l1,170 (1,174 0080 | 2,177 [ v,0a8 ['x.213 1,235 1,208 L1229 | 1,227 | 1,204
” Rept, . |1,13% | 1,068 | 1,071 | 1,085 | roet Jr,0aé [ o203 Jo,235 L1207 | 1230 | ooy | 1,20
e Den. 1,134 {1,167 | 1,160 1,783 | 1,165 | v, 343 || 5,213 | 235 | 5,207 | 1,232 | 1,225 | I, aL4
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANJIA. '-.’:‘ g
- -
- - -3
N -4 g 1 o %= %
o . 4 ]
forted. 133 %3 §lElE|2| 13 § 3 18| 38 {gg4
2313A) 312 2 1eg) B § 5§12 |5g)|55 |58
IR REL A AL
S| & | 8|S |e<| B {38! &| & |E<]|=25 |28
Nov, 1914 (2} 78¢ .. ‘e . . .. b9l .. . . . . sl ..
w 1921 .. |n039 reso| 1,016 or7l 1102l ez9| 932 oBs| az| o6o| gsel o33 1,010 | 1,008
Year 19359 934| o073 948 or2fr.034] o036l 018 047] B7a| 832 B3:] o34 962 | 862
w1940 985 1,006] 975] 943[ 1,053 987\ 9ta] 973 oog BoBl orgl goa 996 997
w F04T .. [1,043 1,068| 1,035 0902|1111 1,044 ross 1,008 938 036] gb¥ 1005/ 1,060 11,058
o 1942 .. |T,003 Laaz| 1,096 1,032 1,160 1,008 1,065 L0501 b0l 963) 999| 1,049 1,112 | 1.110
w 1943 .. | 1036 1170l 11400 1,084 1,205 1,130] 1,108’ 1,001) 1,005 1.011] 1,044) 1,003 1160 | 1,159
o 1044 .. 1,1441 1,180/ 1,143{ 1,100 1,116 1147, 1.100" 1,007 997 1,002} 1,083 1,080] 1,165 | 1,164
1943 Sept, Qir, t,u.ol 1,185 1,735 1,001 1,208 1,144' 1.105! 1,105| 1,002 1,012/ 1,052 1,095, |,165 | (,(64
- w {1140 1, 184] 1,239 1,093 1,210 1,14¢ | 1,109, 2,104] 1,005 1,008] 1,053/ 1,097 1,168 | 1,168
1944 Mar, Qtr, |,:43| 1,189| 1,143 1,004 1,314 IR I,IOI! 1103 0¢y Yoo 1,086 1.002) 1,166 | 1,165
w008, {5,347 L,103] 1,04F] 1,007] 1,210 1,151 | 1,008 1,008] 007 1,003) 1,053] 1.088) 1,165 | 1,164
w Bept. . {1,148 1,701 L1455 [108] 1,718 [,046] 1,100 1,00+ K000 T008 ro50 Lo8q 1164 | 1,163
w D8, ,1,:39I' 1,185) 1,130] 1,008 LA 1,099* 1,004 og4| o] 1,049 1,088) 1,163 | 1,162

a} For ladex-nunibers for Capltal Citles, Kavember, 1914 {0 1920, see page 19,
) Faren {d) See footnote {¢) om page 9. ’

ck,
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3. “ B Series Retail Price Index-Numbers : Food, Groceries and
Rent,—This index measures the prices of food and groceries and the
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses. It was first compiled for the year rg2s,
and retrospectively for several earlier years. It was designed to replace
the “ A ” series index {food, groceries and rent of all houses), which was
the original index compiled in 1912, The first of the following tables covera
only the Six Capital Cities and gives index-numbers for the two Groups of
the regimen involved split up into their various Sections, while the twe
succeeding tables give for each of the 30 Towns, the weighted averages of
each State, the Six Capital Cities and the 30 Towns :—The “ B * Series as
a whole (second table—including three additional towns not in the weighted
averages), and the ** B >’ Series split up into its two Groups (third table).

Retail Price Index-Numbers(b) : Capital Cities—** B » Series.
{Base of each Section: Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)

Town. | tgoy. | 1911, | 1904, | E9IL | EO30. | Yo4l. | 194z | 5043 | o4
SECTION A.—GROCERIES.
Aydney .. . 510 4 627 | r.ris 904 98g | 1,082 | 1,016 965
Melbourne . va 461 s21 562 | t,070 087 924 | 1,034 o6y 924
Brisbane o . $47 614 607 | 1,103 944 457 | Lob6 089 934
Adelaide . . 530 541 598 | 1076 939 932 | 1,073 979 919
Perth .. . 572 920 628 | 1,103 966 083 | 1,048 | roo? 063
Bobart . ve %01 F12 6ogq | 1,087 947 950 | 1,048 a7z 923
Brx CaPrravs (a) ' 499 564 %99 | 1,003 969 938 | 1,067 992 046
2gcrioN B.—DAIRY PRODUCE.
Sydney .. . 551 74 656 { 1,080 851 863 oz 47 960
Melbourne .e . 571 567 6%5 1,087 885 ng 943 971 970
Brisbans . . 19% 581 588 983 703 8o B2t 902 gan
Adelaide .. e 548 55 705 | 1,018 8o0 708 861 588 %
Perth .a e you 733 738 | 1,152 870 873 9z2 976 o82
Hobart ol .. 564 587 695 | 1,091 Byi 873 932 967 p68
81X CAPITALA (a) ‘e 563 191 6354 1 1072 851 862 11 047 936
BECTioN O.—MEAT.
Sydosy . . L3 so1 664 gbo 933 | nors | rody | ribo | rpxsd
Melbourne s ve Fis 485 663 | 1,030 968 | 1007 | 1,143 | 1,242 | 1,279
Brisbans .. e 138 488 610 8oz 832 043 042 | 1,018 | 1,026
Adelalde .. . 383 541 284 | 1.00% 93 96 | rom | LIB| 1,151
Perth as . 1849 Bay 88t | 1,103 q5 050! ezl rIgo | 1,730
Hoba:t .. .- 68 638 780 | 1,344 o61 | 1,082 | L.149 | K268 1 1,23%
SIX CAPTTALS (a) .. 538 528 6ot | 1010 038 | 1006 | 1002 | 175 | 190
BRCTIONG A, B AND O COMRINED.—FO0D ARD GROCERIRA,
Bydoey . +a 513 553 646 1,062 936 962 1,040 | L,042 1,025
Melbourne .e ‘e 7 523 éro | 1,063 042 943 | 1042 | Loss I.ogo
Brisbans . ve 230 £12) €03y | 1014 B6y 911 972 978 908
Adelalde . . X312 10 Gyg | 1,066 Ggg go3 | Lo01z | 1,003 993
Perth .. e 63¢ 753 738 | 1,166 938 |7 981 | 1020 Lo%9 | 1,056
Holart . . 563 192 678 | 1,i33 923 gro | 1047 | 1062 ] 1,038
81X CAPITALS (9} .o 3331 339 640 | 1,064 937 | 947 | 1031 | 1037 | 1,036
BEcri0x D, —HOUAING (4 AND 3 Hoomu).ic)
8ydney . . %93 Fed 2o 89 | 1,035 | no4a | neqd | rodz | r.o48
Mclbourne .. | S3| See . b | Beo| “oai| Tors| Tans| Tor | “on
Erisbane .. .- 283 173 466 630 Bs4 B6o 863 62 861
Adelalde N e 510 706 615 Bog 888 833 893 fo3 892
Perth e we 458 514 389 230 84r 833 883 88s 886
Hobart .. N 40% 453 [313 881 935 933 933 X H 932
81X CAFITALS {4) .- 497 612 662 Bz 965 o786 976 975 976
ALL SECTI0NS COMBINED.--FooD, GROCERIES, AXD HODAING.

Brdney . ‘e 548 606 687 | 1,096 571 993 | 1,039 | 1,040 | L0350
elboutne .. . 495 539 616 Q77 o4 963 | 1,014 | 1021 | T,0I7
Prisbane e . 441 100 534 857 85 88y 927 9120 013
Adelaide . e 524 618 671 4975 Sar S99 963 958 951
.. ‘e 404 6r2 679 of2 o4 94l 97t 989 987

Hobart an vs 508 41 621 | 1,044 Q23 g93 | 1000 | 1,009 993
81X CAPITALS (a} e 530 378 G40 992 930 gs56 | 1002 | tou | 5004

{g) Weighted averago. {5) See footnote (8} on page o. {2) Bee footnote (B on page 9.
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27
Retait Price Index-Numbers ¢ Thirty Towns—*“B * Series,
{Base : Weighied Average of Six Capital Cilies, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
State and Town. ‘f;o.: g‘;‘; 1925. 1 1938, | 1939. | 1940. | 1941. | 1942, | 1943 | 1044.
NEW S0UTH WALES— -
Sydney .e ‘e 68¢ a7F | 078 a4 o972 ofs 99z | 1,030 [ T,010 | T,030
Neweaghte e . s 44 | 1,068 808 914 950 939 | 1,005 | 1,000 087
Broken HIN .. .. . B25 11,078 4 0481 970 f 9531 99I | 1,083 | 1,044 | 1,055
Qanllurn e i .. 928 | 1,146 gn8 a47 9350 957 | 1,009 | 1,007 900
Batharst . P 815 | 987 | 867 | goo} goB | 9o | 957 | 9353 | 951
I'ive TOWKs(a) b e 965 | 1,110 | 937 | 96p | o9Be | 988 | 1,036 | 1,036 | 1,026
VICTORTA—
Melhonrme ‘e 613 895 | 1,036 2 945 953 53 | 1,014 JT 021 {1,017
Ballarat . . ha | gig of | Ben | Haa 1| 8Bag | 908 gor
Beadigo ‘e ‘s 780 gbz B17 831 Ehyq 88 926 923 923
Ganlung - I 844 | 983 72| otz | 915 | o1z | o956 | ob2 | 958
Warraambaol . . . 8551 g4o | Be8 1 oyo| o44 | 0ar | oBy | 903 | oo
FIvE Towrs{a) . . 876 [r026 | Bos | 938 | 946 | 9156 | 005 |01z | Loog
QUEERELAXD —
Lrizbane .. 360 840 g1z 838 Rl 8rs 1.0 927 929 923
Tacwoomba .. N i 77t £s5 806 | Bzo ) 8407 Bsr| 913 | 927 ]| 945
Rovkhampton .. v .. yro | 827 | 82 843 | 854 E63 | oot go4 | god
Townsvilla . ‘- e Bzob] a75h] goo 20 25 33 74| 970 75
Bundabere ‘e e .. Go4r|  Bbye| FOI o4 | &7 35 »8 888 36
Tive Towvs(a) . .. 824 a4 a7 858 873 886 L3 1] 926
ROTTN ATSTRALIA—
Adelaide o . 658 1 808 |r,0930 | B62 | 8o Bys ng of1 | o058 | o351
Kadlua, ete, .. . .. frr Bgr 7081 743 730 | 7% 280 | #Bg | ¥¥6
Port IMrie .. .. .. 830 | 963 B3B8 | 8821 877 | BBo| wge3z | o3| 923
Monnt Cumbler .. e 770 B&b Bor 838 Bz28 832 Bro 8ry B84
Teterboronzh .. . V. B4 L1042 836 | Pgo | Box Bag v36 26 | g2z
Five TowNs(T) . . BBs [ 1,020 855 §is 838 8gz 655 950 44
WPSTHRN ATGITRALLA—
Porrh, ete, wa 68g a6 | 1,098 887 914 g21 241 971 afg 083
Ralenorbe, eto. .. oz8 | r,o1o | 1,182 | L8 | 1,aRe pn237 J 2,060 1022 | 1021
Northam . . . 898 | 1,072 oII 936 | 946 | 930 [ 1,005 | v,001 G999
Euwnliory V. ve . Qo7 q96 915 arg 0979 996 | 1,011 | 1,010 | 1,070
freral Itan ‘e . . aq2 | 5ngo 974 G0 994 | 1,024 | 1,048 | 1,060 | 1,070
FIvE TOWNa(a) . . 918 | 1,036 ] o9 | 936} 943 ] 964 | 988 l1001 | 7,000
TASWANTA—
Haobart . .| 630 971 | guz| Ror| o22| 938 | 933 |ro00 {rooo ) 902
Lunrcerton . N [ Bs8 | g3z | 86y | 88y | gor | 913 | 942 | 953 ] o036
Laurnie .- .. e %19 | 97z | P80 | @08 g | 07| o7z | 993 | os8
Drvonpert .. - . 6ab | g30 | Bgb | 84s 82 gk | o028 | a2 | 920
Queenstown .. o . Brx | 420 | goo| o33 | 942 | 047 | 970 | 1008 | r.o004
Tive Towva{u} . . 911 o7o | B8z | 003 G23 937 978 | 988 970
THTY ToWRE) . .. 90? {oga | ooz} o35| 943 | o3z |noor |ron5 | 9@
81X CAPITATE(aY .. .. 644 934 | 1,054 gob 939 950 $56 | 1,011 | ,OTI § 1,004
Canberra, ACT. .. . . .. }n043 {5020 | 1,028 [1,028 | Lorg 1073 | L0588
Warwiok, Q. .. S L sea ) #ép] ez | zaa| Tpea | w1z | Bes | Br: | Csks
Port Augusta, 8 A, .. . B6I |ro047 | B2t | 869 878 | Bod | 93z | era| 9i4
La) Welghted Average, {4) Charcers Towers. {e) Warwick,

2211, —8
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Rotail Price Index-Numbers (‘B ** Series).
(Baee of each Section (a) : Weighted average of Six Capital Cities, rg923-27 = 1,000.}

NEW SOUTH WALES, VICTORIA.
Perlod. é = . g .
= = e o |20 & s . E g -
. ] XN o .t [ = 2 d
8| s | E| Bkl 5 E B E|E [EEE
|| 5 Z |55 2| 55| )5z EEd
o | = & = g EZa=l = & & o 1228 Be>
Aroup I.—Fo0D AND GLOCERIES,

1940 - | 952 | 985 |1060 |1003 | o5t | 938 | o947 | 935 | 949 ] o939 | 955l 946
1941 o ghz [ 1,000 | 1,134 | Lolo 935 969 943 930 934 08 46 042
1942 -+ §1.040 | 3,074 | 1,244 | 1,003 | 1,033 | 1,047 | 1,042 | 1,007 | 1,038 | Lowz | 1,008 | 1,030
1943 v 1042 | 1,066 | 1,234 11,000 | 1,027 1048 | 1,055 | 1,049 {1042 | 1e13 | 1035 | 1083
1944 wo [ 14025 | 1048 | 5252 (070 | d02g | 1052 | 1,040 | 1037 [ o4z | 1006 | Do | 1047
1943 Sept. Qtr| 1,039 | 1,065 | 1,230 1,086 | 1,025 {1,045 | 1,056 | 1,044 {1040 | 017 | 1,093 | 1,054
Deo. , |ners | 1042 V1,236 | Eo70 | 1005 | Lozz | o3y | 1,023 1,032 994 | 1,011 | 1,034

1944 o0 QUEET.0I0 | 2,046 | Y242 [ 1,087 | 1,014 | 1,026 | 1,030 | 1023 {1,034 9% | 1,012 | 1,036
June ,, frozs | 1044 | Ti24q | 1078 |f005 1052 | noar | 1,035 | L0390 | 1oos | oo | 1008
Bept  ,, | 1,035 | 1,050 | 1,264 | 080 | 1,032 [ 1,041 | 1,005 | LoSe {1,054 | 1,023 | 1,056 | 1,061

Tee. |, |rez2 | 1,039 1250 | 075 | 1028 | Loz | 1,046 | T,038 | 1,030 § 1,001 | 1081 | 1,044

943,
July v JT07E | 2,096 | 1,240 | 1,738 | 1,055 | 1,076 | 1,077 | 1070 | 1,060 | 1,030 | 1,080 | 1,074
Augusi: oo | tim2d | 1087 1212 |Loy2 | 1014 |Do32 | 1,048 | o33 | 1oz | 1,008 | 1022 | 1,098
September .. | 1,020 | 1,048 {1,238 l1,072 | 1,007 | 1,026 | 1,044 | 1,028 | 1.039 | 1,003 | 10rg | 1,041
October .. Jrezr | 1045 {1,235 |1 070 [ 1,006 {1,028 | 1,042 | 1,028 | 1,035 | 1,000 | r020 | 1,040
November .. | 1,013 | 1,041 | 1,236 | 1,088 | 1,003 | t0ze | 1,025 | 1,025 | 1033 o927 | 006 | 1,033
Pecenber .. |Loro | 1,041 {1,230 | 1,073 | 1008 (1007 | 2,033 | 1,017 | 1,033 990 | 1,008 | 1,030
1944.
Jamuary .. | 1,019 | Logs | 0,243 | 108z foerg | n026 |ose | 023 f10as 995 | 1,013 | 1037
February .. | 1,017 | 1,046 | 1,243 | 1,082 1,004 | 1,024 f1.038 | 10023 [1,030 995 | 1,013 | Lo36
March oo | no2z {1048 | 1,241 | 1080 rens |08 J1,038 | o223 | Lejo 994 | 0010 | 1636
Aptil {020 [ Legr |r243 | 1,076 Fre20 | 1,027 f1eg0 | 1027 1,030 | 994 | 1003 | 1037
May v P 020 [roge | 1248 | 1076 | Loge | 1027 [ L0492 | 1030 [ 1,037 [ 1,003 | 1,084 | 1,040
June .. b 1,036 o5t | 1,246 | 1081 [ D035 | sosr [ 1061 | vo4r {1055 | 1020 | Heq2 | 1,058
July v ] 1,038 1,054 | 1,268 | 1,080 | 1,034 | 1,044 jr071 | £082 | 1068 | 1026 | 1087 | 1068
Anpnst .. }1,038 JLost | 1,200 | 1,083 | 1035 | 1,043 Fro66 | rost o5y | 1,001 | 061 | 1,064
Beptember .. F1,020 1,044 | 1,255 | 1,077 [ 1027 | 1,038 [1,053 | 1,046 {1,044 | oTg | ro51 | 1082
Qetober .. {1,027 1,045 |1,255 | 1,077 (1,026 1,033 | 1,055 | 1,046 | 3,045 {1,010 | 1,050 | 1,052
Novemlber .. | 1,020 | 1,037 | 1,257 | 1,075 [1.026 |1,027 | 1,047 | 1,039 {1,036 999 | 1,051 | 1,039
December .. 11,018 | ro3y 11,266 {1023 [ 1025 11,085 | 1,043 11,036 V1,097 096 | 1,051 | 1,04t
Grooep IL—HOUSING (4 AND 5§ ROOMA). (5)

1940 wo | 1o4z | goo | 778 By2 | Bay [n023] o060 | o3| 735 | 8B4 | 933 9s0
1941 -o | 1043 | o1} 77 879 | 845 [ro2q4 | o975 | 706 | 738 | B892 | 039 | 956
1942 co L0431 902 | 7% 881 | Bq4 1a024 | o073 | Fou | 74z Bgo | 937 | 9356
943 oo 3042 | ooz | 253y 882 B4q |roz3| o7a| s0n | Faz | 8Bg 4 934 | 936
1944 coJte43 | 903 | rs3 ) 882 | 843 |Te23 | 97e | FiT | ys3 | BER Y o34 | ¢ss
1943 Sepl. Qtr.f 1,042 g0z | 753 | 882 843 jrozz | o7 | 709 | F42 88 034 | 956
Dec. ,, |ae4z | 9oz | 752 | B8z | 843 free2| ors | 10| 4z 88 o34 | ofs

roq4 Mar. Qirfros3 | 003 | 753 | BBz | Ba3 irozz | 9| rir| 743 | 8387 o34 | 955
dune ,, |1,043( 903 | 53| 882 By3lve23 | 974 | 7rz| w43 | 88B} 03y | 935
Bept, ,, |rwo43] go3 | 733 | 882 | Bs3{n023| ors| 7r2 | 743 | 88y | o34 | o053

Dee, ,, |no43| 903 | 753| 83z Be3fr023| o073 | 708 | se3 | 887 | 934 | 935

Gnrovey L-IT.—FooD, GRoceried, aND Housixg,

1040 «o| 988 | 930 | 933 | oso| 908 | ofo| ox3| B4z 86| o015 | 944 | 046
194L . ag2 959 | 991 957 | oro ] oBB | 453 | 84r 868 | g1z o4t 946
1942 ++ | 7,030 | 1,005 [ 1,052 | 1,000 957 | 1,036 | 1,014 894 920 956 o84 | 1,008
1943 -« | 1040 (1,000 11044 | 5007 | 953 1,086 | 021 | 908 | 923 | 962 | 993 |resz
1944 «o |reso | 087 fnoss | 990 | es1 |nezt |ne1z | ser| 923 | 958 | o903 lr1.009
1943 Sept. Qtr.] 1,038 | 009 | Lo41 | 1,004 | 952 | 1034 fr022 | 011 922 | 964 | o002 |7013
Dec. ,, |1.023 | 985 |me45 | 004 | 940 |re20 |1010 | Bog | o016 | o9so| 979 j1,001

1944 Mar, Qtr] 1,026 088 | 1,049 | 1,001 045 {1,028 | L,011 8oy 918 P13 479 | 1,002
Jure , 1030 | 987 (oo | 999 | 952 |Tw26 |1o16 | o6 | gir| 957 | 990 | 1,008
Sept, ,, | 1,036 990 | 1,062 | [,000 956 {1,032 | 1,026 1343 430 968 | 1,006 | 1,017

Dec. ,, | 1,027 984 [ I,059 9297 9352 | L,o24 | [,OL§ 907 921 055 | ool | Loo}

{a} Bee foobtnote (@) on page o.

() See foctaotc (b)) on page 9
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Retail Price Indez-Numbers (‘B ** Series)—continued.
{Base of each Section {a): Weighied average of Six Capital Cities, 1923-27 = 1,000.)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. TASMANIA, m m
- §d |8
. d = o=
Period. o R g g g el 35|32 o
= 8 B 2 m & - Ed R g m Bec) 2F |2 moﬂ
: 2 = 2 T |E? = & & g B |E¥s| E5 |22 M
£l 8] 5| 2 (s 1%8<| 25| 8| 8| & |25:|88)5es
= s [~ rﬂ H = 235 =a -]
£ [ z, a 3 ezl = i 2 & & lzzél 2o (284
Group L—F00D AKD GROCERIES,
1940 co | 949 |1104| 986 | 969 | 932 | 961 | 944 | 933 | 961 | o939 | 1029 uwm 939 | 943
1041 .- | 98I |x,353| 103 g6 | rooo | gos | ero| o951 | @oo o8¢ |te3r) o 947 | 951
1942 vo | 1,029 | 1,176 | 7,07 1,034 | 1,043 | 1,041 | 1,047 | 1,008 | 1,085 [ 1,034 | 1,079 | 1,035 { 1,031 | 1,033
1943 -« | 1,059 | 179 | o7 | L0319 | 1,080 | 1008 | Lotz | 1,017 | L0096 | T057 | 1,137 | 1,082 | 1037 | 1,040
1944 oo |1.0506 | 1,180 | 1,066 |1,036 | 1,095 | 1,060 | 1,035 088 I 1,09¢ | 1,020 | 1,135 | ro23 | 1026 | 1,020
1943 Sept. Qtr] 1,062 | 1,178 | 1,070 [ 1,036 | 1,004 | 107t | 1,073 | 1,020 | 1,503 | 1,068 | 1,147 | 1,064 | 1,036 | 1,039
Dee. . | 1,045 | 1,063 | 1,054 [ 1015 | 1,088 | 1,054 | 1,058 | 1,000 | 1,000 | rosy | 1,133 | r,o4r | 1018 | 1010
1944 Mar. Qir] 1,051 | 1,269 | 1,056 | 1026 | 1,002 | 1,060 | 1,020 o8z | 1,058 {1,022 | 121 | 1,009 | r0ze | 1,023
June ,, | 1087 | 279 | 1052 nogh | Loz | 1,005 | 1,026 of1 | 1013 | 1,008 | 1,026 [ 1,004 | L0285 | 1,029
Bept, |, |1,007 | 1,083 | 1080 [Logg |11z | o7 | Lo 967 | 1,032 | 2,024 | 1,148 | 1032 | 1,036 | 1,030
Dee. 4, |1.049 [0,185 |1,087 |1.030 |1,074 |r,080 030 | 0G0 po,e73 |01 (1046 [ 1o06 1022 |2y
1943,
July oo | 1089 | 1,207 | 1,009 [ 081 | 1,120 | 1,008 | 1,081 | Loge | 1,120 | 1,081 | 1161 | rorg | 1,065 | 1068
Augost o | 1032 | 1268 [ 1088 [ 1027 | Logs | oG | o070 | 1023 | 1,005 | 1,062 | 1,136 | 1,058 | 1,026 | 1,027
September . | 1,046 | 1,160 | 1,052 | o0q [ 1,080 1,054 | o7 | o2 | oag | 1062 | 1ees | Lebo | 020 | 1,023
Oetober vo | 1,945 | 161 § 1054 | X004 | 1,088 | 1,084 | 1072 | LO26 | 1,095 | 1,072 | 1143 | 1,060 | ro20 | 1,02
November .. | 1,049 | 1,764 | 1,053 { 1,004 | 1,088 | 1,053 | r,060 | 1010 | 1,004 [ 2,000 | £,241 | to84 | 1014 | 100
Decomber .. | 1,046 | 5,063 | 1,054 | 1017 | 1,089 | 1,055 | Loze | o900 | 5081 | Loao | vy | 024 | i012 | o1
1944
Jamuary .. | 1,051 | 1,168 | 1,051 | 1,024 | 1,000 | 1,060 | 1,085 9By | 7,084 | 1,032 | 1,120 | 1,025 | 1,020 | 1,023
Febraary .. |r052 |1,160 | 1,088 1,025 | v.002 | r.o61 |r,026 o070 (1,084 |1,032 | Lr22 | a7 | 1,000 1,002
March .. |ros0 |1,160 | 1,050 | 1,028 | 1,003 | 1,050 | 1025 478 11,008 |r,one | 1020 | 1oaz [1021 | 1,004
April vv | 54049 | Ir70 | 1.0%9 | 1029 | 5,003 | 1,058 |03 958 | 1,009 |1.001 | tuazo | ron | roze [ o0
May e | L0548 fIT74 | 2070 | 1034 | 1,007 (1,064 [ 1,002 976 | 1011|004 | 1,320 [ 1,010 | 1,002 | 1,025
June oo | 1e6e 11,193 | 1,086 | 1,082 | 116 [1079 | 1,032 088 | 1,059 | r020 | 1238 | o1 | 1,036 | 1,038
July o 4060 | 187 | 1,088 |t083 | 1,117 {1,079 [1.032 989 | 5,025 | r,e19 | 1,128 | 1022 | rog40 | 1,043
Awrgist . 1,071 | 1,192 [ 1,08y |ro051 | 1,104 | 2.081 1,052 | 1,003 | 1,042 | 1,041 | Ee55 | 7,040 | 1,030 | 1041
Beptember .. [1,061 | 1,184 {1,072 | 048 | 1,105 | 1,07 [1.047 | 998 {1,028 | 1022 Lrasz | 1035 | 1,029 | 1,032
October oo | 1,056 | 9,183 | 1,063 11045 | 1,085 | 1,065 | 1,048 908 | 1,026 | 1,028 1,152 | v.034 | 7.027 | 1030
November .. | 1,045 | 2,085 | 1,053 | 1,030 | 1,060 | 1,056 | 1,040 908 | 1,025 | 1027 | sy | 1036 | r.oz0 | 1,023
December .. Drogh 1,185 Lrozg 1020 | resa Lresh {1010 074 13.004 | 2001 | 1,129 | 1,008 3,019 3,023
Groop [L—HOUSING {4 ARD § ROOMS){b)
1940 .. 882 | 1,518 840 | 1.003 [ 1,066 920 933 856 847 267 Bry 803 o7 1]
1941 . 883 | 1,308 g4 | noor | 1,008 9zL 933 Bs59 845 769 B2 Bgs g7 9%
1942 . 885 [ 1,067 | 8y5 | o83 r062]{ ore| 033 860 Bso | 770 | Bo6 8os | o976 | as7
1943 «o | 885 (1038 ) 808 | ogre|{105B| goz | o931 | 830 Bso| 7ol Bos| 8ey| 975 | os6
1944 - | 886 |1,036 | 899 | o974 |10% | 9oz | o3z | 81| B0 | 770 | Bog | 8oy | ov6 | 936
1943 Sept. Qtr.| B85 {1,038 | 898 | ogyo (1038 | goz | o931 | B50| Bso| s7o| Bos ! Bos} 95| os6
Dec, , | 885 |1,036| 898 | 970 [r,058 | ooz | 93¢ 859 | 850 270 | Boa| Boa| o75| o356
1944 Mar. Qirf #85 | 1036 808 | o7s | 1,050 | ooz 931 860 |1 Bs0| 970 Sng 8oy | 975 ] 058
June 8R5 | 1,036 8gq gre | 1,059 goz 031 841 fx0 ¥70 fog 804 a6 956
Fepk. ,, | 8R6 |1,036 | Bon | 9%4 |rose| ooz | 032| 862| 830 770 | Bosa | Bos| o7 954
Deo. | 886 [ro36 | f9o | ove [r050 | 9oz | 933 | 862 Byo | 70| 8ea | a5 | o75| 936
Guours L-I[.—FooD, GROCERIES a¥D Hoostva,
1940 . g21 | 1,184 umm 479 90% | 943 938 | go1 914 | 882 o942 | o933 | 930 945
1941 o] 941 | Xa1r | oo | gob ro2q ! 964 | 033 | o1 ¢37 ¢ 893 | g4z | 9a7 | o936 os52
1942 s 971 | 1,160 | 1,008 [ 1,641 | 1,048 988 | 000 G4 973 gz8 070 478 | ooy | 1,001
1043 . 989 | 1,122 | 1,001 | 1010 | 1,060 | oot | 1,000 953 998 042 | 1,005 983 |l rore | 1,008
1944 ‘e 987 | 1,127 990 | 1,000 |1,070 |r,0n0 992 03h o958 920 | 1,004 gre 1,004 | 008
1943 Sept. Qirl oo9r | 1,121 | 1,000 | 1,008 | 1,084 | 1,003 { 1,016 961 | 1,002 049 | 1,011 995 | 1,010 | Loog
Dec. | 9803431 | 9911 995 rro7a [ 992 | 1,006 | 948 | 994 | 943 [riooz | o83 | ‘907 | ‘o0z
1944 Mar. Qir) o84 [trrg [ 992 |1,003 [roz2 | o086 | 983 ¢ az2 | o725 92r | oos | 967 |1.000 o095
Jone . | 988 |1 120 {1002 |7.011 |1,083 | 1000 qdy 932 037 arg 98 965 f 1,004 908
Sept. , 904 | 1,126 | 1007 | 1,018 | 1.086 [ 1,000 agk 912 %58 Qz6 | 1011 976 | 1,010 | 1,004
Deo. .| 983 [1g21 | 993 |1.007 {1,066 | 996 gas | 238 | 930 | o109 |1010 | o73 | ooz | 'eué

(a2} See footpote {4) oh page g.

{t) See footnote {B) ou puge .
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§ 8. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

To supplement the information collected monthly for the 30 towns
gpecified 1n the preceding sections, a special investigation into prices in
70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This investigation
was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 1915, when the
number of additional towns was increased to 120. In November, 1923,
the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard to prices
obtained in November each year until 1942 related, therefore, to 200 towns,
After 1942, collection of returns of these prices was temporarily suspended
as a war-time economy, The resuits of the first investigation were published
in Labour Bulletin No. 5 (pp. 20 to 33}, and details respecting succesding
investigations are incorporated in the Lahour Bulleting and Reports issued
subsequently by this Bureau.

In issues of these publications prior to Labour Report No. 28 of 1937,
information was given regarding movements in the rents of 4-Toomed and
§-roomed houses. While the index-numbers were useful in a general way
as a measure of changes in rents in any one town from time to time, there
has been an increasing tendency to regard them as an adequate measure
of the relative absolute levels of rents in different townz at any given date.
In order to prevent such a misuse of the figures, and because of increasing
donbts as to the ability of the Burean, except at prohibitive cost, to ensure
that returns of rents from all these towna shall be based on continuously
representative samples, it was decided to limit the information collected to
the prices of food and groceries. Should any industrial tribunal desire
further information on house rentals in any of these towns, the Bureau
will be prepared to consider requests for special investigations by its field
officers.

§ 9. Changes in the Regimen of Indexes.

1. Revisions to 1936.—Since the original compilation of retail price
indexes by the Bureau, the regimens of the several Groups and Sections
have undergone some modifications, These are briefly as follows : —

(i) Food and Groceries.—The regimen for food and grocertes, originally
mtroduced in 1932, was based upon the relative consumption of the years
1906 to 1910, and the first revision was made in the September quarter
of 1932 and was based on the years 1927 to 1929. The regimen in use up
to that date will be found on page 13 of Labour Report No. 23. A second
revision took place in the September quarter of 1930, as part of the general
revision of the regimen by the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1936.
The main features of this revision are referred to in (iv) helow.

(ii} Housing.—The housing constituent of the regimen has also been
revised. Originally the rentals of all houses from * 3 rooms and under”
to “8 rooms and over” were tabulated, and they were continueusly used
in the “ A > series index (food and rent of all houses) from 1972 to 30th
June, 1938, when this series was discontinued. They were also used in the
“ All Items ”” index up to and inclading the year 1924. From the following
year rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses only were used in the “ C” series
index, and in the same year they were combined with food and groceries
to form the ““ B ” series index.

Since the December quarter of 1936, fo]lomng on the resolutions of the
1936 Conference of Statisticians, the rentals of 4 and 5-roomed houses in
certain towns have been collected and tabulated on a somewhat different
basis from that previously used, and for convenience is known as the
“Census ” basis. The returns in the twelve more important cities and
towns show the rents of individual houses, on the basis of which variations
from a pre-determined standard are measured. This standard, the change
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in which has affected the index-numbers only in respect of the relative
levels of rents in the different towns, and in respect of their absoluie height,
was determined by means of a special investigation of the 1933 Census
data relating to rentals of all 4 and 5-roomed wood and briek houses occupied
by fully-employed wage and salary-earners, This method not being generaly
applicable to the circumstances of small country towns, on account of the
greater diversity of average * quality ”* of houses, the level of rents in these
towns has continued to be determined from a sample of houses selected by
house-agents in accordance with definite standards laid down. The varia-
tions in rentals from this standard, howcver, are measured in the same
manner as described above for the twelve more important cities and towns,

{iii) Clothing and Muiscellaneous—The regimen for clothing and
miscellaneous household requirements was originally introduced in 1921, and
the first revision was made in the March quarter of 1935. Details of the
original ‘regimen were never published, but the revised regimen of 1935
appeared in Labour Report No. 26. A second revision took place in the
September quarter of 1936, as part of the general revision of the regimen by
the Conference of Statisticians of April, 1g36. The main features of this
revision are referred to in (iv) below. Some minor alterations have since
been made in the regimen.

(iv) Revision of 1936.—The revision of the regimen by the Conference of
Statisticians of April, 1936, was of a comprehensive nature. The Resolutions
of the Conference are reprinted in Appendix XI. of Labour Report No. 27,

This Conference not only recommended extensive revisions of the regimen
from which the indexes are compiled, but also considered methods of collection
and compilation. As a result of its deliberations, and subsequent discussions
by correspondence, many improvements and refinements were introduced.

The changes in the regimen were made with a view to improving the
index-pumbers as measures of price variations. They comprised chiefly
the climination or replacement of articles no longer in demand, or which
experience had shown to be unsuituble media for the measurement of price
variations ; the alteration of units of quantity in certain cases to conform
with those in most general use ; the adjustment of the mass-unit ailotted to
certain articles to bring them into accord with present-day consumption
habits ; and the re.adjnatment of the population weights applicalle to the
several groups and sections of the regimen in accordarce with the results of
the 1933 Census. Definite grades or qualitics were also established for
each article in the regimen, to ensure that quotations should be given, as far
as possible, for the same article at all times and in all places, and expert
field officers were appoinfed to personally collect prices to the standard
qualities laid down. Improved methods of collecting and weighting average
house rentals were also adopted (see paragraph (ii) above).

(v) Method of Effecting Changes.—Changes of the nature mentioned are
commonly made in price indexes without seriously impairing their
continuity. In accordance with established principles of procedure in
changing the regimen (see Labour Report No. g, Appendix I, Part II,
paragraphs 14 and 18), the general level of the index is taken as determined
by the old regimen for the quarter in which the change is made, and the
new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level after that date.
The linking up of the index-numbers on the old and the new basis is effected
by the usual method of equating the respective weighted aggregate costs
of the old and the new regimens in the six capital cities.

The method of effecting this is shortly as follews:—Up to the June
quarter, 1942, all such changes were made by equating the new aggregate
of the section embodying-the changes to the former aggregate. This course
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was adopted when items were added to or omitted from the regimen, and
when a change was made i the sturdard of any item,  From the September
quarter, 1942, however, all changes of standard were effected by an
appropriate adjustment of the “ mass unit ”” or “ weight ” so as to preserve
the percentage weight which the item carried in the aggregate from time
to time, and wherever possible, the * weight ™ of any item dropped from the
regiraen was transferred to an article of a similar nature which would serve
a8 a more appropriate medium for the measurement of the variations of the
article dropped than the remaining items of the section—the * mass units ™
of which undec the former procedure in cffect were proportionately increased
to carry the apgregate of the item dropped, or reduced to admit the new
item added. See also paz. 3 on pages 14 and 15.

While this involves no break of continuity in the index-numbers for the
six capital cities as & whole, slight alterations of the relative positions of
individual towns are inevitable on account of the alteration of former
gtandarda, The effect, however, is more noticeable in the group index-
numbers than in those covering a combination of groups, whercin the losses
and gains tend to balance out. Thus, in comparing group index-numbers
for individual towns in respect of periods including the dates of change
referred to in paragraphs (i) to (iv) above, the following considerations should
be kept in mind :—

Food and Groceries.—These index-numbers are substantially comparable
shroughout the period up to the June quarter of 1936. From and including
the September guarter of 1936, the index-numbers for individual towns are
comparable with each other, but are not strictly so with those for previous
quarters.

Housing—No change was ever made in the method of calculating the
rentals of “ All Houses ”, and consequently these index-numbers were
comparable throughout the whole period of their existence.®* In regard to
rentals of houses of 4 and 5 rooms, however, the index-numbers for individuai
towns are comparable with each other up to the June quarter of 1936. In
the Scptember quarter, 1936, a change was made in the weighting system
which gave rise to slight disparities not due to rental fluctuations, and
rendered the rent figures for individual towns not strictly comparable
with those of former periods. The change, however, thereafter made the
index-numbers for any one town more comparable with those of other
towns. In the December quarter of 1936 the rent tabulations in the two
principal towns of each State were placed on an entirely new basis, which
rendered them incomparable individually with average remts of previous
petiods. This change was also introduced with the object of making the
index-numbers for the principal towns more comparable inter se in any
given quarter.

Clothing and Miscellaneous—The index-numbers for individual towns up
to and inclading 1934 are comparable with those for previous periods, Those
for 1935, and the March and June quarters of 1930, are comparable for those
periods, but not with the index-numbers of former or subsequent periods.
From and including the September quarter of 1936, the index-numbers for
individual towns are substantially comparable with each other, both from
guarter to quarter and {rom town to town, but for individual towns they are
not etrictly continuous with those of previous periods.

2. The Regimen under War Conditions.—Between the comprehensive
revision of 1936 and the outbreak of war in 1939 changes in conditions did
not requirte any appreciable revision of the regimen or mass-units of items

* The tabmlation of the “ A * Scrlea Todex for which thegy rents were used waa discontinued afler
the izsue for Juoe quarter, 1938,
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therein, The adjustments made in 136 had brought the basis of the index
“ up-to-date ” in the sense that it conformed reasonably closely to normal
pre~war usage. Alithough the effects of the war produced some variations
from normal comsumption in 1940 and 1941, it was not until 1942 (as
explained in Bection 2 {5) of this Chapter) that fundamental changes began
to-occur, As there explained, the years 1942, 1943 and Ig44 produced
temporary changes of a far-reaching character which, if permanent and
stable, must have necessitated fundamental re-adjustments in the regimen
and mass-units of the index. But the resultant changes in the index would
have heen o extensive ag virtually to create o new index which would not
have been continuously comparable with the “C” series index either as
compiled pre-war nor as it is likely to be compiled in post-war years.
Consideration of the matter led to the conclusions— -

(i) that it was desirable to continue the “ G series index substantially
on its pre-war regimen in order to ensure continuity of com-
parison of price movements on a clearly defined basis ;

{ii) that it was impossible to reconstruct the “ C* series index to take
account of recurrent temporary departures from normal con-
sumption,

§ 10. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Wage Variations.

Two distinet procedures are adopted by the Commonwealth Court of
Conciliation snd Arbitration in fixing and varying basic or living wages
aa follows :—

(1} the Court periodically fixes the amount of wage in the light of
evidence submitted by parties appearing beforeit. Such evidence
usually covers a wide range of facts as to economic conditions ;

(ii) having determined the amount of basic wage the Court further
determines whether or not it shall be subject to antomatic
adjustment for changes in price level and, if so, by what method
such wariation shall be made. This again is decided in the
light of evidence and of representations by the parties concerned.

The All Ttems (“ C” series) retail price index is used by the Court to
derive the * Court” series of rotail price index-numbers upon which the
basic or ‘“needs ™ portion of the wages prescribed in awards is wvaried
automatically for changes in price levels quarterly, half-yearly or yearly.
These are commenly referred to as “ cost of living adjustments * although
in fact they relate only to that part of the change in cost of living which
iz due to variations in prices, The Court itself determines from time to
time at public sittings the amount of the basic wage, having regard to
evidence submitted in relation to other aspects of “ cost of living” and
other relevant considerations. In fixing the amount of the basic wage
the Court does not have regard to either the regimen used in compiling
the retail price index or the cost of such regimen. The regimen of the

index would not be suited to such a purpose.

The considerations upon which the hasic wage is fixed are set out in
successive judgments of the Court and briefly summarised in Chapter III.
(Section 3) of this Report. On this matter, reference should be made to
the Basic Wage Judgments of the Court, particularly those of 1934, 1937
and I194I,*and to the general statement of principles set out in the
judgment on the * Munition Workers’ Case’” of 1943t Certain State
industrial tribunsals use the index-numbers directly for automatic or quasi-
sutomatic adjustment of the rates of wages determined by them as tribunals,

31 C AR p. 144} 37 C.AR,, P 5831 44 C.AR, D, 4L
LALR., o196
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while some State tribunals have regard to the index-numbers and other
factors in considering what * cost of living » variations they should make
in rates of wages.

The use of index-numbers by industrial authorities for purposes of
adjusting rates of wages for changes in price level is a practice of long
standing, dating in the case of the Commonwealth Arbitration Court, for
example, back to the year 1913. The tribunals form their own judgment
a8 to relevance of the index-numbers te their purposes, and periodically
hear the representatives of employers and employees on the issues involved,
including questions as to whether the index is satisfactory for the purposes
to which it is applied by the tribunal. In such proceedings the Statistician
or his officers are called at times as witnesses on questions of fact and
technical matters relating to the index-numbers,

The automatic adjustments in wages prescribed in awards of the Court
on the basis of retail price index-numbers are sometimes referred to as
“cost of living " adjustments and the index is popularly referred to as a
“cost of living index ”. This at times creates misconceptions az to the
nature of the retail price index since the term ** cost of living ** connotes not
only change in cost of living due to changes in prices, but also changes in
cost of living due to changes in standard of living, Beyond that, use of the
term * cost of living ” index sometimes creates the erroneous impression that
the retail price index purports to embrace all that should e included in &
desirable standard of living, As pointed out in the opening sections of this
chapter, the ** O 7 series index is a retail price index of specific meaning.

The following s & brief statement of the index-numbers used by the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court from time to time :—

(i) “ 4" Sertes.—The ** A” series of indexes cover the items food and
groceries and the rent of all houses, with the year IGIT as the base {1,000).
This series was first compiled in 1gI2, and is available yearly for
the siz capital cities from 1goI to 1011, and quarterly for 30 important
towns of Australia from 1912 to the June quarter of 1938, after which it
wag discontinued,

The Commonwealth Arbitration Court adopted this series in 1913 to
determine the relative basic wage for towns throughout Austraiia, and to
vary what is popularly known as the © Harvester ” Basic Wage of 1go7—the
wage (428, per week for Mclbourne) declared by Mr. Justice Higgins to be
sufficient to meet the *“ normal needs of the average employce, regarded as a
human being, living in a civilized community.” For this purpose the base
index number (1,000} of the series was selected by the Court as eguivalent
to a basic wage of 48s. per week. This series had very little application
after May, 1933, because of the adoption by the Court successively of the
“ D ” series at that date, the “ C” series in May, 1934, and the ** Court”
geries in July, 1937.

(ii) *“ B Sertes.—The B series covers the items food and groceries
and rent of 4 and 5-rcomed houses, with the prices ruling in the vears
1923-1927 as the base (1,000} and is actually the foed and rent constituent
of the © "' series described in (iii). This series was first compiled in 1923,
and is available for the six capital cities for the years 1907 and 1911, and for the
month of November of the years 1914 to 1920, and querterly thereafter
for the 30 important towns of Australin. It was designed to replace the
A7 Series, but was never used in connexion with the adjustment of wages
by Industrial Tribunals. This series appears on pages 26 to 30 of this Report.

(iii) *“ ¢ Series.—The All Items (* €’ series) covers food and groceries ;
rent of 4 and 5-roomed houses; clothing {man, wife and three children);
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household drapery, household ntensils, fuel, lighting and other miscellaneous
items, with the prices ruling in the years 1923-1927 as the base (I,000).
"Che regimen is published in full in this chapter.

This serics was constructed as the result of the recoramendations of the
Royal Commission on the Basic Wage of 1920, and the regimen adopted was
substantially that of the * Indicator * Lists of the Commission with periodical
adjustments as explained in this chapter. It was first compiled in 1921 and
is available for the month of November for the six capital cities for the years
1914 to 1921, quarterly for these cities from Junc quarter, 1922, and quarterly
for the 30 important towns from March guarter, 1925 to date.

The series was not used in connexion with the varistion of wages until its
partial adoption by the Commonwealth Court in May, 1933, when that Court
introduced the “D ” series of indexes explained on the following page.
In its judgment of 1yth April, 1934, the Court adopted as from 1st May,
1934, the ““C* series as the sole basis for the adjustment of ‘rhe wages
declared in the judgment, for which purpose the Court equated a * needs ™
basic wage of 81s. per weck to the base index-number (1,000} of the scries,
In its judgmeont of 23rd June, 1937, the Commonwenlth Court adopted this
mdex us the basis of the “ Court ™ series for the adjustment of the “ needs ™
portion of the Court’s new basic wage (see (iv))

(iv) The “ Court " Series.—The *““ Court ™ seties of index-numbers was
created by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in its
basic wage judgment of 23rd June, 1937, and operated from 1st July, 1937.
Its purpose was to provide a set of index-numbers which would
published by, and wmnder the direct control of, the Court. It was
created primarily for the purpose of removing conditions which tended
to engender the impression that the Commonwealth Statistician was
in some way responsible for the fixation and adjustment of wage-rates.
Its introdaction has the added advantage of enabling the index-numbers
to be specially numbered in the manner most convenient for adjustraent
purposes, and of enabling the Statistician to change the base of his
index-numbers without upsetting the wage and adjustment provisions
of the Court’s awards, It is at present based on the Commonwealth
Statistician’s “ C” series index, and is obtained as follows :—The Court
in 1937 decided o equate to the base index-nwunber of the ** C*’ series index
(1,000} the “ Court’ series index-number 81.0, nud as this was the weeklv
cate in shillings allotted In 1¢34 by the Court to this base index-number
as its “ needs ™ basic wage (see (iii) above), each * € serics index-point. is
thus equal to .081s. By the simple process of multiplying any “ C " sories
index-number by this factor, thercfore, the result to the first decimal
place (as 4t sturds) is the corresponding “ Court ” series index-number,
which also expressges in shillings the amount of the ““needs” basic wage
as fixed by the Court for that index-number—uwith the proviso that any
decimal point of .5 or more shull be regarded as the next higher number of
shillings. To this wuge is then added the relevant. “constant ” and other
loadings granted by the Court to malke up the total baste wage for the awards
concerned. In the normal course the Court hears and decides issues raised
a3 to the suitability of the index-numbers for the purposes to which it applies
them. ‘The “ Court ™ series entirely supersedes the ™ € series for nll wage
adjustments decreed by the Commonwealth Court. A set of mdex-numbers
under this series is reproduced in Appendix IIT. of this Report, while a
“ Ready Reckoner” for the weekly * needs™ basic wage equivalents of
“ (" geries and * Court ” series index-numbers is shown at the ond of the
following section (see page 38.)
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v) * D* Series—~The ** I} " geries is & combination of the * A" and
* C* series, and was introduced by the Commonwealth Court for the
sdjustment of wages of those employees who were subject to the full 10 per
cent. reduction in real wages determined by the Court in January, 1931. It
came into operation from 1st May, 1933.

The series has for its base the * A" series index for each town for the
December quarter of 1929, which ia varied according to the ratio of change
indicated by the “ C" series index-number for the whole of 1929 and the
corresponding “ C " index-number of the town for the quarter for which
the adjustment is to be made. It will thus be seen that, whereas the * D"
index for each town from the December quarter of 1929 fluctuated in the
same way as the “ C " index for the same town, the relationship of different’
towns was that of the *“ A * series for the December quarter of 1929, slightly
modified by the difference in movement between the *“ A " series and the
*“C 7 series index for cach town since that quarter.

This series was superseded by the judgment of the Court referred to
ander “C " series. The index-numbers of this series were published in
Appendix VIIL of Labour Reports Nos. 24 to 27.

(vi) Food and Groceries.—The regimen of food and groceries is a
component part of each of the series of retail price index-numbers mentioned
above. Details of the regimen will be found on page 10. This index
was first compiled in 1972 and is available yearly for the six capital cities
from 190% to 19II and monthly for the 30 important towns of Australia from
1912 to date. An index computed from the prices of food and groceries
only was for a time used for the adjustment of old-age and invalid pensions,
and also for the adjustment of the wages of members of the North Australian
Workers’ Union above the zoth parallel,  Both these adjustments were later
effected by moans of the ** C” Series Index, but the provisions for the
adjustment of pensions were repealed as from 6th April, r944.

(vii) The * 200 Towns " Series.~—This series was tabulated for the month
of November each year in respect of 200 of the more important towns of the
Commonwealth, Up to November, 1036, it covered the cost of food and
groceries combined with the rent of 4 and of 5-roomed houses respectively,
but thereafter the tabulation was limited to food and groceries only.
This table has been used mostly in discussions of suitable relative rates for
country towns, but the index-numbers have not been directly employed by
Industrial Tribunals in this connexion. The base of this table is the weighted
average cost of food and groceries in the six capital cities in 1923-27 = 1,000.
This series has been compiled for the month of November since 1913. It was
otiginally confined to 100 towns, but was increased to 150 in I9I5, and 200
in 1923. The tabulation of this index was discontinued after November,
1942 as a war-time economy. A reference to these index-numbers will he
found on page 31.

§ 11, Scales used for Automatic Wage Adjustment.

The following table shows the automatic scales of quarterly, hali-yearly
or yearly adjustment adopted by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
in its Basic Wage Judgments of 1934 and 1937 for the *“ needs” portion
of its basic wage. From 1st May, 1934, to 3oth June, 1937, the amount of
wage shown constituted the basic wage payable excluzive of certain
*loadings *' legally regarded as part of the total basic wage* But from
1st July, 1937, the amount of wage shown by the scale was designated
by the Court the “needs” basic wage, and a “loading” ({generally
referred to aa the ** prosperity ” loading) determined by the Court was added

* Sec fivet pataginph, p. 3.
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to it. This is a “ constant ” (non-adjustable) loading, but at different rates
according to locality and industry, and is fully described in Section 3 of
Chapter IIL. of this Report. The method followed by the Court was to
fix an amount of basic wage after hearing evidence and argument by
representatives of employers and employees covering a wide range of relevant
factors (primarily relating to “ capacity of industry ” to pay and general
economic conditions), and then to determine an automatic adjustment scale.

Automatic Scalea for Quarterly, Half-ye%réy gr Yeerly Adjusiment of * Needs ** Basic
age,
(A8 adopted by Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, April, 1934, und
June, 1937.)
* Basig—
(@) " O Series—Indox-number 1,000 = $18. per week (18, = 12.345679), or £211
per annum (£1 == 4.739336) (Operative 18t May, 1934).
(d) * Court” Seriee.—" C” geries index-number 1,000 = “ Court™ series indox-
number 81.0 (Qperative 1at July, 1937).

Index-number Divislons. " Index-number Divisions. -

L]
| e per weet,
“ G * Beriea, ge‘:-?:: {* Needs ™). " Berice “ Clourt " Serles, (" Needs ™)
£ s d £ a d
587=508 .. ] 47.5-48.4 | 2 8 o || 933-944..| 75.5-76.4 | 316 o
509-611 .. | 48.5-49.4 2 9 o0 945~ 956.. 76.5~ 77-4 jiz o
612623 .. | 49.5-50.4 210 © 957- ohg.. 77.-5- 73.4 318 o
624635 .- 50.5-51.4 2 11 0 g70— 98L.. 78.5—- 79.4 319 ©
636048 .. 5r.§5-52.4 212 0 982— g993.. 79.5- 8o0.4 4 0 0
640-600 .. 52.5~53.4 213 © 994—-1006, . 8o,5~ 81.4 4 1 o
661-672 .. } 53.5-54.-4 214 © 1007-1018. . 81.5- 82.4 4 2 ©
673-685 .. 54.5°55-4 215 © 1010-1030. . 8z.5- 83.4 4 3 o
686697 .. | 55.5-56.4 z16 O 1031-1043. . 831.5- 84.4 4 4 0
698~700 .. | 56.5-57.4 2 17 © || 1044-1055.. 84.5- 85.4 4 5 0
F10-722 .. 57.5-58. 4 2138 o 1056—1067. . 85.5- 86.4 4 6 o
723~734 - | 58.5-59.4 219 ¢ 1068-1080. . 86.5- 87.4 4 7 ©
735-746 .. 50.5-60.4 3 0 o0 1081-1002. . 87.5- 88.4 4 8§ o
747-759 .. 60.5-61.4 31 0 1093-1104. . 83.5- 80.4 4 9 0
760-770 .. 61.5-62.4 3 2 a 1105-1117.. 80.5- ao.4 4 10 0
772=783 .. | 62.5-63.4 3 3 0 11i8-1129.. 90.5- QI .4 41I o
784-796 .. 63.5-64.4 3 4 © II30-1141.. Q1.5 02.4 412 ©O
797~-808 .. 64.5-65.4 3 5 0 1142-1154. . 92.5— 93-4 413 ©
Sop-820 .. 65,5004 3 6 0 1155-1166. . 93.5- 94.4 414 ©
821-833 . 66.5-07.4 3 7 © 1167=117G. . G4.5~ 95.4 415 o
B834-845 .. | b7.5-068.4 3 8§ o 1180-11gI.. 95.5- 9b.4 416 o
846-853 .. 68.5-69. 4 3 9 0 1192-1203. . 9b. 5~ 97.4 417 ©
859~870 .. | 69.5~70.4 30 0O 1204-1216. . 97.5- 93.4 418 o
871-882 .. 70.5-71.4 3 i1 © 1217-1228.. 98.5- 09—4 419 o
883895 .. 71.5-72.4 312 © 1220-1240. . 99.5-100. 4 5 o o
So96—g07 .. 72.5-73.4 313 o 1241-1253%. . 100.5-101.4 51 o
god-g19 .. 73.5-74.4 314 © 1234-1265. . 101.5-102 .4 5 2 o
020932 .. 74.5-75-4 315 © 1206-1277. . 102.5-103.4 5 3 o

*Formulae for Construction of Tablea—

(@) “ ™ 8Series.—Let N = number of shillings in wage per week. Then
12.345670 X {N — .5) 4+ 1 givea the first, and 12.345679 X (N + .3) givea
the second of the pair of numbers in the index-number division for N shillings.
Peécimal feactions in result to be disregarded.

{3) * Court» Series.—Each * C ' geries index-number point = .081, and each of the
first of the pair of index.number divisions for the *“ C ™ series in above table
when multiplied by this factor gives to the first decimal place (as it stands)
the first of the pair of index-number divisions for the * Conrt ™ series—from
which the second of the pair becomes obvions. (Nork.—All “ Court ™ seriea
index-numbers muat be derived through their corresponding “ C™ series
index-numbera.) :
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Both the amount of wege and the adjustment scale operate only until the
Court otherwise determines, and representatives of employers and emp]oyeeq
have the right to approach the Court for variation of the wage or for variation
of the adjustment seale. Only the “needs ™ portion of the total basic wage is
adjustable. .

§ 12. International Comparisons : Retail Price Index-Numbers.

The tables giving index-pumbers of rotail prices for (i) cost of living,
1nc]udmg articles other than food, and (i) foodstuffs only, appearing in
previous issues of thiz Report were discontinued for the duration of the
war, owing partly to the need for economy, and partly to the information
for many countries being no longer available, The figures, which were taken
chiefly from the League of Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and the
International Labour Office Year Book of Labour Statistics, are of course
still obtainable in part from the publications mentioned.

CHAPTER II.—WHOLESALE PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.

4§ 1, Melbourne Wholesale Price Index.

1. General.—The data op which this chapter is based relate almest
entirely to wholesale prices in Melbourne. An index of Sydney wholesale
prices ig compiled by the Government Statistician of New South Wales, and
publisked in the Year Book and the Monthly Summary of Business Statistica
of that State,

The index of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in 1912,
and has been continued on the sane lines since that year. The itema included
in the (old) Melbourne wholesale price index comprise chiefly basic materials
which in the form of raw material, food, or as a source of power, enter into
production for home consumption. The purpose of the index, therefore, is
to measure the changes in the prices of these particular materials rather
than the changes in prices generally. As Australia does not, to any extent,
manufacture from imported raw materials commodities for export, the
local consuraption appears te give the most appropriate weighting. Any
lack of uniformity in the variations of the index-numbers for these wholesale
prices and for retail prices would indicate broadly changes in the
relation of manufacturing and distributing charges to the cost of basic
materials,

The scope of this wholesale price index can best be understood by an
examination of the list of commodities included which is given on page 40.
This list is, to a large extent, comparable with that used in the compilation
of the Eeonomist and ‘Statist index-numbers for Great Britain, but differs
largely from that used for the wholesale price index-numbers of the United
States (Bureau of Labour) or Canada (Department of Labour).

2. The Grouping of the Commodities,—The commodities are divided
into eight groups, as set out on page 40. The descriptions of the groups are
given i the following tables with the proportional cost of each group for
the year 1944. These proportions cannot be used with any degree of
aceuracy to combine “ group ” index-numbers owing to the possible wide
difierences in the proportions compared with those for the base period. See
paragraph following table on page 15.



