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PREFACE.

The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was published in rgiz.
Thiz Report is the thirty-third of the series and deals chiefly with 1943 and
previous years. Some of the tabulations, however, include particulars
relating to 1944.

The Report follows the lines of its immediate predecessors in scope and
arrangement. The subject-matter has been divided into five Chapters,
viz., Retail Prices and Price Indexes ; Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes ;
Wages; Employment and Unemployment (including Industrial Disputes),
and Associations (Labour Organizations). The index at the end of the
volume will considerably facilitate reference.

In tabulating the results of investigations, as to rates of wage, labour
organizations, unemployment, industrial disputes, &c., the following
grouping has been adopted in this Report . —

Groups of Industries and Occupations.

1. | Wood, Furniture, Sswmll, Timber-|| VIIL | Miniog, Quarries, &e.
works, &c.

11. | Engineering, Metal Works, &e. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser-
vices.
ILL | Food, Drink, and Tobacco—Manu- | X. | Other Land Transport.
factare and Distribution.
IV. | Clothing, Textiles, &e. XI. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &e.
V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &c. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, Rural,
Horticultural, &c.
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XI1I1. | Domestic, Hotels, &e.
VII. | Building. JI  XIV. | Miscellaneous,

Secretaries of trade unions and of employers’ associations, officials of
Commonwealth and State Departments, private employers, retail traders,
house agents, and others have readily sepplied much special information
for the purposes of this Report, and an expression of thanks is tendered
to all who have thus assisted.

Grateful acknowledgment is also made of the continued assistance
given by the Statistical Offices in the various States, especially in regard
to the collection of retail prices.

Special acknowledgment is made.-to Mr. H. G. Downing, the officer in
charge of Labour Statistics in this Bureau, for the care and attention which
he has bestowed on the compilation of this Report and to the stafi under
his control for their many special services,

Owing to war-time circumstances some matter which appeared in
previous issues has been omitted and publication of the Report has been
delayed beyond the normal date. Opportunity has been taken in this
issue, however, to revise substantially Chapter 1. dealing with Retail Price
Indexes in order to provide, in print, answers to many questions frequently
encountered in correspondence and public discussion. A supplement
dealing with special problems of the * C* Series Retail Price Index in war-
time will be published separately. A table has been inserted showing the
automatic adjustment scales applied by the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court in respect of basic wage rates. A special section has been inserted
summarizing decisions as to the basic wage rates for females, particularly
daring the war period. .

3. R. CARVER,
Aeting Commonwealth Stativtician,

. Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics,
Canberra, 4.C.T., June, 1945,



SYNOPSIS.

CHAPTER L—RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEX-NUMBERS,

§ 1. Collaction of Information as to Retail Prices ... .

§ 2. Retail Price Index-Numbers-—
I. General
2. Essentiol Features
3. The Regimen ..
4. Purpose of Retail Price Index-Numbcrs
5. Effects of War Conditions on Index

§ 3. Varions Series of Retail Price Index-Numbers. . ..
§ 4. Retail Price Levels, 1914-1944 e . ..
§ 5. Increases in Retail Prices over War Penod—-

1, Australia .
2. International Compﬂ.nsons

% 6. Construction of “** Beries Retail Price Index—
1. The *“ Regimen »
2. The Mass Units

3. Relative * Aggregato Expendlt.ure of Ttems and Gi't;ups

4. Base Periods of the Indexes .
5. The Methods of Tabulation .
6, Relative Population Weights for Towns

§ 7. Tabular Statements of Retail Price Index-Numbers—
1. General .

2. All Items {* C » Senes} Index ‘e
{t) Capital Cities, December Quarters, 1938 to 1944

(1i) Capital Cities, November, 1914, to November, 1920

{(i#i) Thirty Towns 1014, 1921 and 1938 to 1043
(iv) ** Group ¥ Index-Numbers of ** C** Series—
{2} Food and Groceries—Group I.

(%) Housing {4 and 5 Rooms)—Group 1L
{¢) Clothing—Group II1.
() Miscellancous—Group IV.

3. B Beries Retail Price Index-Numbets - Food Groceries and Rent ..

(i) Capital Cities, 1907 to To43 for—

{a) Groceries—Section A

{4) Dairy Produce—3ection B

{¢) Meat—Section C .

{d) Food and Grocenea—%ertlons A B and C

{2} Housing (4 and 5 Rooms}—Section D

{f} Food, Groceries and Housing—All Sections
{(ii) Thirty Towns, 1939 to 1943—Groups and Total

§ . 8. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns

§ 9. Changes in the Regimen of Indexes—
1. Revisions to 1936
2. The Regimen under War ‘Conditions

§ 10. Retail Price Index-Numbers and Waga Variations—

{i) * A" Series ..
(1)) * B Beriea ..

(Hi} “C ™ Series ..

(iv) * Court * Seriea
(v} “ D" Series .. .. ..

{vi) Food and Groceries .. G

{vii} The “ 200 Towna ™ Serica

§ 11. Beales nsed for Auiomatic Wage Aﬂmshne.nt .
§ 12, International Comparisons—Eetail Price Index-Numbers

-

Page.

w R WwWwW R

ao~1



SYNOPSIS.

CHAPTER I1.—WHOLESALE PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES.

$ 1. Melbourne Wholesale Price Index—
1. General . . . -
2. The Grouping of the Commaodities - .. .
3. Index-numbers—Melbourne, 1861 to tg43 . . s .
4. Variations aince 1914 .. . .. . .

$ 2. Basic Materials and Foodsfuifs—

1, General . - . .. e
2. Index—numbers, 1928 to :943 . .. . . .

CHAPTER III.—WAGES.

§ 1. Operations under Arbitration and Wa.ges Board Acts and Industrial Legisla-

tion—

1. General

2. Lawa Regulatmg Industrial Matters

3. Methods of Administration

4. Awards and Deferminations made snd Industrial Agreamenta filed

5. Awards, Determinations and Agreements in Force ..

6. New Legusla.tmn and Special Reporta .. .

§ &B&tesoiWageandHomotLaboux—
. General N ..
2 Adult Male Weck]y Wage&-States, 1914 to 1943 .
3. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Australia—Industrial Groups, 1914 to 1943
4. Adult Female Weekly Wages—States, 1914 to 1943
5. Adult Yemale Weekly Wages—Australia—Indastriat Groups, 1914 to 1943
. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage 3ist Decembar 1943—

{i) General . .
(i1} Adult Mals . . .. . .. ..
(iif} Adult Females .. . . e

7. Adult Male Weckly Wagcs—States. 1801 to 1943 .

8. Adult Male Weckly Wuges— Australin—Industrial Groups, 1891 to 1943
9. Adult Male Hourly Wages, 1914 to 1043 .. .-
10, Adult Female Hourly Wages, 1914 to 1043 .. ..
1. Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Males, 1914 to 1943
12. Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Females, 1914 to 1943
13. Nominal and Rffective Wages, 1001 to 1943
14. Productive Activity, 1900 t9 1042-43

§ 3. The Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia—
1, The Basic Wage . ..
2. The Commonwealth Basic Wagc—

{i) General . . . .
{ii} Basic Wage Inqmry, 1934 . . . ..
{1ii} Basic Wage Iniuiry, 1937 . .. . . e
{iv} * Lag™ in Adjustments . e .. .. .
{v] Basic Wage Tnquiry, 1940 . . . .
{vi) Rates Operative .. . .. . .. ..
3. Basic Wage Rates for Females . . .
4- State Basic Wages . .. .
5. Royal Commission on Basic nge, 1920 .. . .. .
6. Child Endowment . . . . . .

CHAPTER IV.—EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT.

§ 1 Employment—-—
. Total Qeccupied Persons—Auatralis, 1933 t0 1943
2 Total Oceupied Persons—States, 1939 and 1043 .
3. Wago and Salary Farnera in Employment—-»:\ustra.ha, Industrial Groupa,
1933 to 1943
4. Wage and Salary Earners in Emplo_vment—States 1933 0 1943
5 Index of Employment in Factorics
. Index of Employment in Retail Stores

Page.
37
37
40
41

41
42



vi SyNoPrs1a.

CHAPTER IV.—EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT-—confinued.

§ 2. Unemployment—
1. Total Persons Unemployed
2. Unemployment in Trade Uniona—
{i) enern] .
{ii} Austmha, 1891 to J une Quarter, 1944
(iii) Australis, by Industries, 1942 and 1043
{iv) Australia, by Industries, 1912, and Quarterly, 1942 to 1944 .

{v) Btates, 1942 and 1043

{vi) Sta.tes. 1930 to 1043, and Quarteﬂy, 1940 to Jt.me, 1944
(vii) Causes of Unemployment . . . -

§ 3. Indusirial Disputes—

1. General .. .. ..
. Industrial Dlsputes in Tndustrisl Groups, 1943 . .. ..
3. Industeial Disputes, 1930 te 1943 .. s - .
4. Duration of Industrin]l Disputes - .
5. Causes of Industrial Disputes
[
7

A

Resulits of Industrial Disputes
Methods of Settlement

4, Relief of Unemployment

5. §tate Labour Exchanges

6. Industrial Accidents—
1. Source of Information .. e .. ..
2. Number of Accidents Reported, 1939 to 1943 .. .. -
3. Accidents in Industrial Groups, 1942 and 1943 . .. .
4. Mining Accidents, 1942 and 1943 . . .. .. .

CHAPTER V.—ASSOCEATIONS,
§ 1. Labour Organizations—
. General
. Trade Unions and Branches—Number and Membershxp, 1939 o 1943
. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1939 to 1043 .
. Trade Unions—Number of Male and Female Members and Porcentage
to Total Wage and Salary Earners, 1943 and 1939 to 1943
Trade Unions—Clnssification according to Number of Membcrs, 1939 to
1943 .
. Interstate or Federated Trade Unions, 1939 to rg43
. Central Labour Organizations, 1939 to 1043
. Organizativns Registered under Commonwealth Conmlmtlon and

ol Lon S

Lo~1 oh A T

Arbitration Aet .
§ 2. International Labour Conferences

AFPENDIX.

Page.

100
IO
10%
02
102
103

103
T4
107
108
TIO
11l
114
I
i3 (5]

F4 1)
17
7
s

120
IzZL
I22

23
124
125
126

26
| &4

Section I. Average Retail Prices of Chief Food and Groceries Items, Capital -

Cities, during each month of 1942 and 1943 .
" II. Weekly House Rents in Metropolitan and Count.ry Towns, [938 to

1943
" III, Retail Pnce Index- numbers—-The w Court " Senes Indcx
" IV. Minimnm Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour for Adult Male
Workers, 315t December, 1043
" V. Minimum Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour for Adult I‘amale
Workers, 318t December, 1943
" V1 Comparatwe Index- numbers, Six Caplt.n] Olt«leﬂ {1911 Baao}

GRAPHS.

. Retail Prices, Wholesale Prices and Nominal and Effective Wags Index-
Numbera . . e .. . .

2. Industrial Dlsputes-—Workmg Days Lost in Industrinl Groups, 1013 to 1043 ..

129

141
42

143

157
60

161

13
100



