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Introduction

Age and Sex Structure

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

The Survey of Disability. Ageing and Carers in 1993 identified a range of
disabilities and impairments which were likcly to limit a person's ability to
function in socicty. Visual impairment. which was not corrected by glasses,
was onc of those. This publication presents data on all persons with visual
impairment. Some very smali estimates arc subject to high standard crrors
{rclative to the size of the estimate) and. therefore should be used with
caution. (Refer Disabitity, Ageing and Carers: User Guide (Catalogue No
4431.0).

In some cases, visual impairment may not be the only cause of the
disability, so that some of the details reported in this publication may be due
to disabilities other than those resulting from visual impainment, or as a
result of the interaction of several disabilities. In 1993, it was cstimated that
3,176,700 persons, or 18.0 per cent of the Australian population, had onc or
morc disabilities. Of these, 278,700 persons (8.8%) reported a sight
disability due to visual impairment. An estimated 17,000 pcrsons reported
total loss of sight, whilst 261,700 persons reported partial loss of sight.

Visual impairment is strongly corrclated with age. Of children aged less
than 15 years, 14,200 persons had a visual impairment, or 0.4 per cent of the
total Australian population in this age group. This increased to 110,600
persons, or 13.6 per cent of the total population, in the 75 year and over age

group.

TABLE 1. ALL PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT:
AGE BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1993

{000}

%% by agre of % bv age af
Age Group Males all males  pemales  all females Total

with a with a

disability disability
0-4 *22 7.0 *2.3 9.2 *4.5
5-14 *49 3R *4 8 6.0 9.8
153-24 *7.1 6.9 *29 28 10.0
25-34 15.5 10.9 *43 3.2 19.8
35-44 - 103 54 *6.1 34 16 4
45-34 143 6.2 *5.3 2.7 19.6
55-59 *7.1 57 *} 6 4.2 11.7
60 - 64 *79 51 *5.5 5.1 134
65 - 69 12.1 8.0 156 111 277
70-74 149 29 204 12.8 35.3
75 and over 36.0 296 746 46.7 110.6
Total(a) 132.3 8.2 146.4 21.3 278.7

(a) Tota! may be less than the sum of components due to rounding.



Types of Disability and
Disabling Conditions:

Of the 278,700 persons seporting a visual impairment, 132,300 (47.5%)
were male and 146,400 (52.5%) were female. A greater proportion of males
rcported a visual impairment in all age groups from the 15-24 year up to and
including the 60-64 ycar age group. Ofthosc aged 65 years and over, a
greater number of females reported visual impatrment. More femalcs
reported a total loss of sight than males ( 10,200 and 6,800 respectively).

Persons with visuat impairment only, most frequently reported their main
disabling condition as disorders of the cye and adnexa (which includes
cataracts, glaucoma etc.), 80.3 per cent {50,700 persons). Other disabling
conditions reported were diabetes and head injury.

A large proportion of persons with a visual impairment (82.8%) reported
more than one disabling condition. Less than a quarter of those with a
visual impairment (22.7%) rcported only enc condition,

The main disabling conditions most frequently rcported by all persons with
a visual impairment were disorders of the eye and adnexa, 38.6 per cent
(107.500 persons); arthritis and other musculoskeletal disorders, 19.1 per
cent {53,200 persons), and circulatory discases, 8.3 per cent (23,000
persons). These reported main disabling conditions are not necessarily those
which have causcd the visual impairment.

TABLE 2. ALL PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT:
TOTAIL AND PARTIAL LOSS OF SIGHT BY TYPE OF DISABILITY(a)
AUSTRALIA, 1993

("000)
Tvpe of disabilin(h) Toral loss Partial loss Pervons
- Sight disabiiity(c) 17.0 261.7 2787
Hearing disability *5.2 84.2 89.3
Speech disability *2.7 222 249
Physical disability 1.9 156.4 167.3
Intcllcctual disabitiry *3.5 30.8 34.3
Psychiatric disability *35 39.1 42.6
Acquired brain damage *4.0 385 42.6
Cther disability 11.9 1334 1453

(a) Persons may report more than one disability. (b) Disability types are based on the presence of
impairments, limitatjons or restricticns. (¢} Since sight disability is the result of visual impairment,
these figures equate with the numbers of persons with visual impairment.

Of those with a disability due to visual impairment only, 2.400 persons
reported a total loss of sight, {95% confidence interval 200 - 4.600), and
60,800 persons reported a partial loss of sight. For thosc with multiplc
disabilitics, physical disabilitics were the most frequently reported followed
by hearing disabilities.



Severity and Area of
Handicap

Of all persons with a visual impairment, 242,800 persons (87.1%) were
classificd as having a handicap. Severity of handicap was identified at four
levels: profound, severe, moderate and mild. The level of severity of
handicap was not determined for those with employment or schooling
limitations only.

Of those with a visual impairment who also had a handicap there were
84,700 persons (34.9%) with a profound handicap, 34,600 persons (14.3%)
with a severe handicap, 35,000 persons (14.4%) with a moderate handicap,
and 63,700 pcrsons (26.2%) with a mild handicap. Seventy of handicap for
24,800 persons (10.2%) was not detertnined.

TABLE 3. ALL PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT:
BY SEVERITY OF HANDICAP, AUSTRALIA, 1993

{"000)

Visual Visual
Severity of Handicap Impairment Only Impairment

Handicap -
Profound *46 B4.7
Scvere *37 346
Moderalc *2.0 354
Mild 18.6 63.7
. Not determined(al 11.5 248
Total with handicap 414 2428
Disability withoul handicap 227 359
Total{b) 63.2 278.7

{(a) Comprises all children aged 0-4 years with a disability due to sight loss, persons with a
schooling or employment limitation. {b) Totals may not add due 1o rounding. .

The most frequently reported area of handicap was mobility, where 203,500
persons reportcd mobility limitations (see Graph 1). Tt should be noted that
the level of severity of handicap and the area of handicap may not
necessarily be due to their visual impairment.

GRAPH 1. ALL PERSONS WITH SIGHT LOSS: AREA OF HANDICAP BY SEX
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Housing

Employment

Of all persons reporting a visual impairment, 88,3 per cent lived in
houscholds (246,200 persons) and 11.7 per cent (32,500 persons) lived in
establishmients (see p.11). Of those in houscholds, 5.0 per cent reported a
total loss of sight, compared with 14,7 per cent of those in establishments,

Approximatcly 10.4 per cent (29,000 persons) of thosc with visual
impairment have had to move house at least once due to their condition, Tt
should be noted that the move may not necessarily be due to their visual
impairment. The major rcason for moving was that the ncw dwelling was
better designed or morc suitable to their needs, (30.8%). Of those who have
had to move, 12,500 persons reported that they would need to move again,

It was estimated that 36,500 persons have made changes to their dwellings
because of their condition. A further 19.300 persons would like to have
their dwellings modificd. The main reason for the required changes not
being made was rclated to the cost involved.

In the age group of 15 to 64 years living in houscholds (87,700 persons).
there were 60,500 males and 27,200 femalcs, of whom 43.0 per cent were
employed. Most of those employed were male (81.2%), although the
proportion of empioyed females in the labour force (74.0%) was almost the
same as for employed males (77.5%). However, the labour force
participation rate for males was approximately 56.9 per cent, morc than
double the female participation ratc of 23.1 per cent.

TABLE 4. ALL PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT IN HOUSEHOLDS:
LABOUR FORCE STATUS BY SEX BY AGE, AUSTRALIA, 1993

{'000)
Labour force status 13-24  25-34 3544 4554 55-64 65and Total
over
Males
Employed *24 83 *6.4 96 *37 *23 329
Unemployed *5 *¥2.7 AR ¥*1e M12 K)T 06
Not in labour force **19 4.0 *28 *2.8 93 523 733
Toral *6.8 15.3 10.0 141 142 533 Hisy
Females
Employed **0.1 *¥*14 * 228 X4 w14 X3 *T72
Unemployed 0S5 *¥*09 06 *x)6 * SRk 25
Nat in the labour force *2.1 *>*1.7 *24 *3.0 g4 89.1 106.7
Total *2.7 *4.0 *5.8 *5.0 9.8 892 1164
Persons
Employed *25 9.9 92 11.0 *51 *24 401
Unemployed *30 *36  **13 *2.3 *12 0 07 121

Not in the labour force *4.0 *59 *52 *59 17.7 141.4 180.0
Total 95 194 15.7 19.2 2440 1445 232.2




Income

The number of employcd persons in this age group was 37,700, while there
were | 1,400 unemployed persons, indicating the unemployment rate among
the visually impaired population was approximately 23.2 per cent.

Of all persons with a visual impairment over 15 years of age, 52,200 persons
(22.5%) were classified as being in the labour force. and 180,000 persons
(77.5%) were classified as not in the labour force. More than threc-quarters
(76.7%) of thosc employed worked full-time. Of thosc not in the labour
force, 141,400 persons, or 78.6 per cent, were aged 65 years or more,

Approximately 47.3 per cent (109,800 persons} were permancntly unable to
work. A further small number, (1,700, 95% confidence interval 100 to
3.500), not currently cmployed reported that they would be able to work if
training was provided or equipment or arrangements were made for them.

There were 14,100 visually impaired persons (16.1%) who rcported that
they were restricted in the type of job they could do and 17,800 persons
(19.6%) who had difficulty obtaining or changing jobs because of their
disability.

The most common occupation for visually impaired persons was
tradesperson which accounted for 20.3 per cent of all those employed. This
occupation was predominantly male, as were the managers and
administrators {17.0%). Males accounted for 94.0 per cent and 89.9 per cent
respectively of these two occupation groups. A further 16.5 per cent were
clerks, which was aiso the most common female occupation,

A further 46,300 persons with visual impairmecnt were not asked about their
labour force status, This included children aged less than 15 years and all
persons living in establishments,

A government pension or benefit was the most common source of income
for the visually impaired population and for 60.2 per cent of this group
(167,800 persons), this was their main source of income. More females than
malcs reported a pension or benefit as their main source of income, 64.3 per
cent of females compared with 55.6 per cent of males.

Of the persons receiving a pension or benefit, 83.4 per cent of females
received the age pension, compared with 66.4 per cent of males, consistent
with the age distribution for males and females. The disability support or
invalid pension was received by 23.2 per cent of males and 8.1 per cent of
femalces, receiving a government pension. A further 19.6 per cent of the
males received a service pension.



Education

TABILES. ALL PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT IN HOUSEHOLDS(a):
BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1993

('000)
Principal source of income Males Females Persons
Wages/salary 17.5 29 204
Nen-wage income 123 - 10.2 2235
Government pension/benefit 736 94 .2 167.8
Supcrannuation *4 6 *5.6 10.2
Other source *2R **i)1 *2.9
Total 110.8 113.0 223.8

(a) Excludes persons with ne income and persons in establishments

As a source of income, wages or salary was reported by 28,600 persons in
houscholds and as thc main source by 20.400 persons in households (7.4%
of all persons with a visual impairment). There were 15.8 per cent of males
and 2.6 per cent of females for whom this was their principal source of
income. Of the persons with a wage or salary income. 75.1 per cent of
males said this was their principal source compared with 55.1 per cent of
females (see Table 5).

Superannuation was the principal source of income for 4.1 per cent of males
and 4.9 per cent of females with visual impairment in houscholds.

Of all persons currently attending school who have a visual impairment
only, 63.1 per cent (3,600, 95% confidence interval' 1,000-6,200), had
difficulties at school as a result of their condition.

Of the 63,200 persons with a visual impairment only, 37.5 per cent (23,700
persons) had obtained higher educational qualifications since leaving school
(sce Table 6).

TABLE 6. HIGHEST EDUCATION QUALIFICATION OBTAINED SINCE
LEAVING SCHOOI,, AUSTRALIA, 1993(a)

('000)

Highest Education Qualification Persons with Persons with Al Persons
Obtained Visual Visual

Impairment Only Impairment
Iligher School Certificate ** *¥*13 B3.7
Tertiary Certiticale 157 657 3,792.9
Diploma *3.2 *6.7 657.0
University Qualification *3 8 12.2 1.360.1
Other Qualification il **14 51.7
Tatal(b) 23.7 873 5,951.4

() Includes persons aged 15 vears and over, not attending school. and persons who have never attended
school. (b) Total may not &dd to companents due 1o rounding.

! Refer to Explanatory Notes for an explanation of confidence interval.



Lifestyle and
Community Activities

Aids

There were 233,400 persons aged five years or more in households

with visual impairment, excluding those who indicated that they never left
home, who were asked questions relating to public transport. Of those, over
half (120,700 persons or 51.7%) rcported that they could use public
transport without difficulty, while 42,900 persons (18.4%) could not use
public transport at all.

Ofthose who do not use, or have difficulty in using, public transport
(112,700 persons) the most common reason for non-use was the difficulty of
getting into vehicles with steps (62,700 persons). Other reasons werc sight
problems (55.600 persons), getting to stops or stations (42,200 persons) and
lack of scating (32,900 persons).

More than a quarter of all the visually impaired necded hclp with transport
for shopping (28.0%).

Given these difficulties 73,500 visually impaired persons (26.4%) said that
they do not go out of their home as often as they would like. The most
common rcason was their own iliness or condition (43.000 persons) which
was nominated by 58.5 per cent of this group.

For those with visual impairment who are invelved with activities outside
their home, the most commonly reported activities were visiting friends or
relatives (108,400 persons or 38.9%), going to social clubs (30,800 persons
or 11.0%), church or community activities (29,500 persons or 10.6%), and
sports activitics (25,100 persons or 9.0%). There were 55,900 persons
{20.1%) with visual impairment who did not participate in any activitics.

All persons in households who were over the age of 9 years and had partial
loss of sight (225,900 persons) were interviewcd regarding reading. Of
those with partial loss of sight, 77.0 per cent wore glasses for reading and a
further 2.5 per cent used various types of reading glasses or magnifying
glasses. Just over 66.0 per cent (114,800 persons) of thosc wearing glasses
for rcading still had problems reading normal print in books and newspapers
because of their visual impairment. When further queried about aids which
they were using to help them read, 23.0 per cent (26,400 pcrsons) were
using large print books or talking books,

Ofthose with total loss of sight. 19.2 per cent (3,300, 95% confidence
intcrval 700-5.900) used talking books and a small number of persons uscd
Bratlte books,



Print Handicap

Help Needed

Other aids such as magnifying glasses and other types of lenses and glasses
werc used by 10.0 per cent of all persons with visual impairment, as a
reading aid. However, 77.6 per cent of all thosc with visual impairment use
no special aids for reading (apart from normal reading glasses). A small
number of those with visual impaimment would have liked to use Braille
books (640, 95% confidence interval 0-1700) or large print books (1700,
95% confidence interval 0-3500), but did not use them becausc they were
either too cxpensive or they "had not got around to obtaining them",

As an aid to mobility, only a very small number of persons make use of
white canes (2,800, 95% confidence interval 450-5050), lascr canes (540,
95% confidence interval 0-1500) or guide dogs (620, 95% confidence
interval 0-1660). However, 13.1 per cent of all visuatly impaired persons
used varnious types of walking sticks and frames as an aid to help them move
around, although this might have been for help with their other disabilities
rather than becausc of their visual impairment.

Difficulty reading normal print was reported by 122,300 persons in
houscholds with a partial loss of sight (52.3%). The main reasons given for
this difficulty werc an eyesight condition, 93.7 per cent (114,700 persons);
had never learnt to read, 1.7 per cent (2,100, 95% confidence interval
100-4,100); and had a lcarning disability [.6 per cent (2,000, 95%
confidence interval 40-3,960). Additionally, 32,400 persons with a visual
impairment (11.6%) reported difficulty holding a book and/or turning pages.

Information was collected in the survey about the need for help with a
number of activitics. These includcd a range of personal and houschold
tasks. This is similar to the concept of "felt need” identified by Jonathan
Bradshaw',

Of all persons in houscholds with a visual impairment, 58.6 per cent
(163,400 persons) reported a need for help in at least onc activity. A greater
number of females reported a necd for help than males, 61.2 per cent
comparcd with 38.8 per cent.

Of those with visual impairment, the most frequently reported activitics
where help was nceded were transport, 72.8 per cent; home maintenance.,
70.7 per cent; and home help, 52.6 per cent. The greater need for help with
transport might be expected given that, in addition to their visual
impairment, mobility was the area of handicap most frequently reported
among thosc with visual impairment.

'Bradshaw, 1., 'The concept of social need’, New Society, 30 March 1972, pp640-643.



Help Received

Unmet Need

TABLE 7. ALK PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT WHO NEED HELP:
ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH HELP WAS NEEDED BY SEX, AUSTRALIA, 1993

('000)
Activities for which help was needed Mules Females Persons
Self-care 201 265 46.6
Mobility 289 54.0 R2.9
Verbal comumnunication *56 *6.9 12.8
Health care 289 511 R(r0
Home help 261 56.8 859
Home maintenance 383 77.2 115.5
Meal preparation 202 210 41.2
Personal affuirs 23.5 342 578
Transport 40.2 78.7 119.0
Total needing any help(a) 634 100.0 163.4

{a) Total may be less than sum of components since persons may need help with more than one activity.

The proportion of help received by persons with visual impairment in all
activities showed the same pattern as help needed (see Graph 2).

The most frequently reported activities in which help was reccived were
transport, 70.7 per cent (110,600 persons): home maintenance, 70.3 per cent
(109,900 persons); and home help. 48.9 per cent (76,400 persons).

This pattern of help received was similar for pcople with visual impairment
only. Eighty-one per cent of thesc persons received help with transport,
while 47.6 per cent reccived help with home maintenance and 35.0 per cent
with home help.

Most persons indicated the help they received met felt needs. However, in
gach activity there was some degree of felt need which was not being met,
where persons either did not receive any help or received some help but felt
they required more help. The help needed may not necessarity be because of
visual impairment, but may be due to other disabilities,

The greatest area in which felt need was unmet was in home maintenance,
reported by 25.400 persons (41.8%). The lowest incidence was in verbal

communication, with only 2.8 per cent requiring more help than they were
presently receiving .

All persons with visual impairment who nceded help with at least one
activity were asked their reasons for lack of receipt of formal and informal
help. The most frequently reported reasen for persens not receiving any help
from informal sources, was that they had not asked for help, 18,300 persons
or 11.2 per cent of those whe felt a need for help. For formal help the main
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reason that no help was reccived was that the nced was not considered
important cnough, 11,700 persons or 7.2 per cent of those who felt a need
for help,

Diffcrent reasons were reported for persons who indicated they received
some informal or formal help, but wanted more. In response to why persons

GRAPH 2. PERSONS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT: NEED FOR AND RECEIPT OF HELP {a)

AUSTRALIA, 1993
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(a} Persons needing help can record this need in more than one scurce

did not reccive enough informal help, the most frequently reported reason
was that their family or friends were too busy or not available (15,400
persons or 9.4 % of those who felt a nced for help). In contrast, the main
reason for not enough formal help was a lack of knowlcdge about a service
{13,000 persons or 8.0% of those who need help).

Carers of the Visually  Care and assistance for persons with visual impairment was predominantly

Impaired

provided by females. In all activities the femaie spousc was either the first
or sccond highest provider of the total help received.

Help to persons with visual impairment was mainly provided by family or
friends (informal help). Agencics or organisations provided formal help to
between four and ten per cent of those receiving help, in most activities.
However, for health carc activities such as taking medication or dressing
wounds, 44.5 per cent received formal care. Home maintenance and home
help also involved higher levels of formal care, with 28.6 per cent and 27.3
per cent respectively receiving formal help. The care provided may not
necessarily be because of visual impairment but may be duc to other
disabilities.



EXPLANATORY NOTES

Confidence intervals

Disability

Establishments

Formal help

Handicap

Informal help

Main disabling
condition

The 1993 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers was conducted throughout
Australia during the period 7 February to 3 April 1993, and covered both rural
and urban areas in all States and Territories. The sample included
approximately 17,800 private households. 1.600 special dwelling units, and 700
cstablishments. This resulted in 47,000 person records.

Some data in this publication refer to small population estimates with very high
relative standard errors. (For a discussion of standard errors sec Disabiliry.
Ageing and Carers [4430.0], pp 38-42). As the information is useful. thesc
estimatcs have been cxpressed as a range of values, There is a 95% probability,
or ninctecn chances in twenty, that the value that would have been produced if
all dweltings and establishments had been included in the survey would fall
within this range.

The International Classification of Impairments, Disabilitics and Handicaps
definition for disability is as follows:

In the context of health experience, a disability is any restriction or
lack (resuliing from an impairment) of abilitv 10 perform an
activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for a
human being.

For the purposcs of this survey:
disability was defined as the presence of one or more of a selecied
group of limitations, restrictions or impairmenis which had lasted,

or were likely to last, for a period of 6 months or more.

Establishments are defined for this survey as hospitals, nursing homes, hostels,
retircment villages and other 'homes'.

Formal help is help provided by:

. organisations or individuals representing such organisations;

. family or friends living outside the house, or neighbours, who receive
money on a regular basis for providing care; and

. other persons (excluding family, friends or ncighbours as described in

informal help) who provide care on a regular basis and who were not
associated with any organisation,

A handicap is identified as a limitation due to a disability, to perform specific
tasks associated with daily living. [Refer Disability. Ageing and Carers: User
Guide (Cataloguce No. 4431.0)].

Informal help is help provided by family, friends or ncighbours and, generally.
it is unpaid.

That condition identified by a person with multipic conditions as the one
causing the most problems. Where only onc condition is recorded, this is coded
as the main disabling condition,



Severity of handicap

Scope and Coverage

Symbols and other

usages

Unmet need

Further information
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Four levels of severity of handicap were determined which were based on the
person’s ability to perform relevant tasks and on the amount and type of help
requircd. These werc:

. profound handicap - personal help or supervision always required:

. severe handicap - personal help or supervision sometimes required ;

. moderate handicap - no personal help or supervision required, but the
person has difficulty in performing onc or more of the tasks;

. mild handicap - no personal help or supervision required and no difficulty

in performing any of the tasks, but the person uses an aid, or has a mild
mobility handicap or cannot casily pick up an object from the floor.

The survey was designed to include all persons cxcept non-Australian
diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, overscas residents in Australia,
members of non-Australian defence forces (and their dependents) stationed in
Australia, and inmates of gaels and reformateries.

Coverage rules were applicd which aimed to ensure that each persen cligible for
inclusion was associated with only one dwelling and thus had only one chance
of sclection.

The following symbols, where shown, mean:
* subject to relative standard error between 25-50%.

subject to relative standard crror greater than 50%, including blank
and zero cells,

*Ek -

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between the sum of
the component items and the total. Published percentages arc calculated prior to
rounding and therefore, some discrepancy may cxist between these percentages
and those that could be calculated from the rounded figures.

Information was collected in the survey about the nced for help with a number
of activitics, including a range of personal and household tasks. This is similar
to the concept of "felt nced” identificd by Jonathan Bradshaw!.

Unmet need relates only to persons with one or more disabilitics who felt a need
for help. A felt need that is not being met is reported about a person if:

. he/she requires help, but is not receiving it;
. he/she is receiving help, but the help is insufficient to satisfy the person's
felt needs for a specific activity, :

Morg information about the survey, scope and coverage, content, methods and
notes concerning the interpretation of results are contained in the publications
Disability, Ageing and Carers: User Guide (Catalogue No. 4431.0) and
Disability, Ageing and Carers. Data Reference Package (Cataloguc No.
4432.0).

National estimates relating to disability can be found in Disability, Ageing and
Carers: Summary of Findings (Catalogue No. 4430.0).

| Bradshaw, J., "The concept of social need’, New Society, 30 March 1972 pp 640643












Australian
Burecau of
Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consuitancy Service available at ABS Cffices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom PiL: premium fate 250/21.4 sees )

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

Discovery (Key "656#): The ABS intends discontinuing its statistical information
service on DiscoveRy. Please contact Peter Davidson {Phone 06 252 6684) to
discuss possible alternatives for acquiring statistics or if you wish to comment on this
proposal. For details on electronic data services available, contact Information
Services in any of the ABS Offices {see Information Inquiries beiow for contact
details). :

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide}.

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices ' Information Inguiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY {02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE {03) 615 7000 615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH (09) 323 5140 323 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA {06) 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT _ (06) 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 (C:AU A.TELMEMO,0:ABS SN:INFO,FN:STAT)

Internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU

2y

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Beiconnen ACT 2616
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