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CHAPTER 1 HOUSING: AUSTRALIA, STATES AND THE NORTHERN
TERRITORY

INTRODUCTION The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander Survey (NATSIS) reported
that about 98% of Indigenous households were located in private dwellings.
In the NATSIS, a household was categorised as Indigenous if one or more
members of the household identified as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres
Strait Islander origin. This differs from the Census definition in which a
household is classified as Indigenous if the household reference person or
their spouse identifies as Indigenous.

1 1 DISTRIBUTION OF INDIGENOUS PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS AND PERSONS
] LIVING IN PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS BY STATE/TERRITORY, 1994

Households Households Persons Persons

‘000 % ‘000 %
NSW 27.0 31.3 789.4 27.0
Vic. 6.7 7.8 18.8 6.4
Qld 21.4 248 76.7 26.1
SA 53 6.1 18.1 6.1
WA 12.3 14.3 45.9 i5.6
Tas. 4.4 5.1 10.0 34
NT 83 9.6 429 14.6
Aust.! 886.4 100.0 203.8 100.0

! Includes the Australian Capital Territory and Jervis Bay.

It was estimated that 59% of the Indigenous households were occupied by
only Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people while 41% of households
accommodated a mix of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. In
chapter 2, some differences between these two types of households are
explored.

TYPE OF DWELLING Some 84% of households in private dwellings were located in separate

i houses, 4% in semi-detached dwellings such as townhouses, and 6% in flats
: and apartments (6% fell in the categories of other and not stated). In the
Australian Housing Survey (AHS) of 1994, it was estimated that 79% of
non-Indigenous private households were accommodated in separate
houses, 8% lived in semi-detached dwellings and 13% lived in flats and
apartments (table 1.5). Differences may occur because Indigenous people
are less likely to live in built-up urban areas.

Improvised dwellings accounted for approximately 2% of all Indigenous
households accommodated in private dwellings. The Northern Territory
had the highest proportion of improvised dwellings at 4%. The 1991 Census
of Population and Housing reported a figure of 2.4% of dwellings
Australia-wide as being improvised (10.3% for the Northern Territory). It is
possible that some improvised dwellings have been included in the ‘other’
and ‘not stated’ categories in the survey through recording difficulties, but
the likelihood and extent of this cannot be ascertained.

I
¢
t

NATURE OF OCCUPANCY By far the majority of Indigenous households were renting their dwellings,
with 59,600 households or 69% of private households falling into this
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category. This compares with 27% of non-Indigenous private households
(ABS,1994, AHS).

The home ownership rate (owners and purchasers combined) for
Indigenous households was 25%, a vastly lower rate than for
non-Indigenous households (71%).

Amongst Indigenous households, Tasmania had the highest rate of home
ownership at 52% while the Northern Territory had the lowest at 10% (table
1.5). There was much less variation around Australia for the non-Indigenous
population with all States having around 70% home ownership. Only the
Northern Territory had a much lower rate of 44%.

TYPE OF LANDLORD Across the nation, 43% of Indigenous renter households rented through
State housing authorities (22% of non-Indigenous households), 21%
through community housing organisations and 26% through private
landlords (70% of non-Indigenous households) (table 1.6). Within each
State and Territory, the picture varied considerably. Tasmania had the
highest proportion of households that were renting through privare
landlords (49%). In the Northern Territory, only 7% rented through private
landlords and 55% rented through community housing organisations. In
Western Australia, over 60% of renter households rented through the State
housing authority.

HOUSING COSTS The average weekly rent for Indigencus households was $76 per week. This
varied from $47 per week in the Northern Territory to $84 per week in New
South Wales. For all Australian renter households, average weekly rent was
$118, varving from $88 in South Australia to $134 in New South Wales (ABS,
1994, AHS. Figures for the variable 'average weekly rent' were not available
for non-Indigenous households, therefore the population of Australian
renter households includes Indigenous households).

Those Indigenocus households paying higher rent were mostly renting
through private landlords. The average weekly rent for households renting
through private landlords was $117 (table 1.7).

Most Indigenous households (60%) were paying less than $78 per week in
rent although 13% were paying $138 or more. Comparative figures from the

AVERAGE WEEKLY RENT BY TYPE OF LANDLORD
1 . 1 Households in rented dwellings
$

120 ~ 120

Private Community State Other gowvt
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AHS for non-Indigenous households Australia-wide were 27% paying less
than §78 per week and 34% paying $138 or more.

Rents and household Measures of housing affordability often express housing costs as a
incomes  proportion of income and relate this proportion to a benchmark. The
measure proposed by the National Housing Strategy in 1991 (which used
income units rather than households) categorised those income units with
income in the bottom 40% of the income distribution and spending more
than 25% of income on housing costs as having an affordability problem
(Karmel 1995, p. 2).

Another measure, the so-called Canadian measure, classes a household as
having an affordability problem if it spends more than 30% of its income on
housing costs (Karmel 1995, p. 5). This measure also incorporates the
concept of a ‘norm rent income’ which allows, to some extent, for different
household compositions and regional differences in housing costs.

The table below shows the proportion of income that Indigenous renting

households spent on average on rent at the time of the NATSIS and includes
estimates for the total Australian population from the AHS.

1-2 RENT AS AN AVERAGE PROPORTION OF INCOME BY TYPE OF LANDLORD

NSW Vic. OQid 54 WA  Tas. NT Aust!?

Type of landiord % % % % % % % %
Private 21 17 21 18 22 15 30 20
Community 12 10 8 7 5 138 4 7
State 14 18 13 14 12 16 11 14
Other government 26 12 12 5 7 13 10 11
Other ' 7 11 7 9 8 12 8 8
Total 15 16 14 13 11 15 8 13

Australian Housing Survey comparison

Private 20 18 20 19 17 18 8 19
Public 11 20 14 18 12 17 1 14
Total renters 18 18 i8 18 15 18 12 17

* ‘Australia’ in the NATSIS includes the Australian Capital Teritory and Jervis Bay.

The measures of affordability described above do not take into account the
size of the household or the suitability and adequacy of housing, or do so
(in the case of the Canadian measure) only to a limited degree. In other
words, housing may be affordable but only because the household consists
of numerous members who contribute to the household income (i.e. the
household may be overcrowded) or, while it is affordable, the house may
not suit the household in terms of its location, state of repair, or the
adequacy of its amenities.

Before and after housing It was estimated that in 30,300 (35%) of the 86,400 Indigenous households
costs of selected in private dwellings no one in the household was working at the time of the
households survey (rable 1.9). This was also the case for 29% of households with six or
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more members and 38% of households with four or more dependent
children.

For most households, rent or mortgage payments are a significant
component of household expenditure. The effect of these payments on
household incomes can be seen by looking at household incomes before
and after housing costs. For example, amongst households with four or
more members, 21% reported that the annual household income before
housing costs was $25,000 or less, ($25,000 being an approximate median
household income), whereas 28% fell into this income category after
housing costs (table 1.9).

For households with four or more dependent children, 19% reported an
annual household income before housing costs of $25,000 or less. Once
housing costs were removed from the household income, 28% were in this
category (table 1.10).

SIZE OF DWELLING The majority of private dwellings which accommodated Indigenous
households comprised three bedrooms (61%) and 16% had four or more
bedrooms. For all dwellings, as reported in the AHS, the figures were
similar — 61% had three bedrooms and 23% had four or more.

The average number of persons per Indigenous household was 4.1. On
average, Tasmanian households consisted of the fewest members (3.3) and
Northern Territory households the most (5.8) (table 1. 12). On average,
renter households consisted of more members (4.2) than households in
owner-occupied dwellings (3.3).

To date, there has not been agreement in Australia on a definition or
measure of overcrowding. However, the Canadian National Occupancy
Standard has received some attention here. Overcrowding for Australian
households was measured by applying this standard to data collected in the
AHS. The standard stipulates that there should be a minimum of one, and a
maximum of two, persons per bedroom, that parents are eligible for a
separate bedroom, that household members aged 18 vears and over are
eligible for a separate bedroom unless married and that dependants under
18 years of opposite sex do not share a bedroom if they are aged five or over
(Jones 1994, p.7).

An analysis of Indigenous housing need, using 1991 Census data compiled
by Roger Jones (1994) and reported in the research monograph The
Housing Need of Indigenous Australians, made use of a similar algorithm to
measure bedroom need although slightly less stringent in that dependent
children over the age of five years could be of opposite sex and still share a
bedroom. According to this algorithm, a three-bedroom dwelling would be
sufficient to house a family consisting of a married or de facto couple or a
single adult (one bedroom required), and a maximum of four dependent
children {one bedroom required for every two dependent children) (Jones
1994, p.16). To give some indication of how this might be applied, table
1.15 shows the number of dependent children in the household categorised
by the number of bedrooms in the dwelling.
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1-3 MEASURES OF DWELLING SIZE

Average no.
Average no. of  Average no. of  of dependent
persons per Persons per children per
household hedroom household
State/Territory
NSW 36 1.2 2.2
Vic, 35 1.2 22
Qid 4.4 1.4 2.4
SA 4.0 1.3 2.3
WA 4.3 1.4 2.5
Tas. 33 1.1 19
NT 5.8 21 3.1
Nature of occupancy
Renters 4.2 1.4 25
Purchasers 3.7 1.2 2.0
Owners 33 11 i8
Total 41 1.4 2.4
SATISFACTION WITH An estimated 20% of private dwellings were described as not meeting the
DWELLING needs of Indigenous households (table 1.16), compared to 3% of dwellings

| for non-Indigenous househoids. About 24% of rented dwellings were
reported not to satisfy the needs of the household (table 1.17). This was
much higher than for purchased dwellings (9%) and owner-occupied
dwellings (5%). Dwellings in Tasmania satisfied the needs of 91% of
households. This high level would appear to accord with the higher level of
home ownership in that State.

By far the highest level of dissatisfaction (43%) with rented dwellings was
recorded in the Northern Territory. About 28% of rented dwellings in New
South Wales and 26% of rented dwellings in Western Australia were also
described as unsatisfactory (table 1.17).

According to those households in unsatisfactory rented dwellings, a need for
repair (61%), requirements for more bedrooms (53%) and more living area
(48%) were the main problems with dwellings. These figures varied
amongst the States and were highest in the Northern Territory (table 1.19).
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PROBLEMS WITH RENTED DWELLINGS
1. 2 Dwellings reported as not meeting the needs of the hausehald
%

70 — 70

Needs Not enough Not enough Needs better inadeguate
repair begrooms living area insulationy bathing
ventilation facilities

Satisfaction and Landlords  Levels of reported satisfaction also varied with the type of landlord.
Privately rented dwellings were the most satisfactory. A relatively high level
of dissarisfaction (38%) was reported for dwellings rented through
community organisations as it was for dwellings rented through State
housing authorities (26%) (table 1.17).

DISSATISFACTION WiTH DWELLINGS BY TYPE OF LANDLORD
1.3 Households in rented dweliings
%

40 — —40

Private Community State Other govt Other

Satisfaction and number of Dwellings with six or more occupants (21% of Indigenous households)
occupants  were more likely to be reported as not satisfactory than those with fewer
occupants. Some 42% of dwellings housing six or more people were
considered unsatisfactory.
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Satisfaction and number of
bedrooms

HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES

1.4 LEVEL OF DISSATISFACTION WITH DWELLING
. Households in private dwellings with six or more occupants
%

%a

70

60

50 -

40

30

NSW vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT Aust.

The number of bedrooms in a dwelling appeared to affect levels of
satisfaction. Some 48% of dwellings with one bedroom did not satisfy the
needs of the household and 31% with two bedrooms were not satisfactory.
Although the reasons for dissatisfaction varied, the most commonly reported
ones for these one and two-bedroom households were a shortage of
bedrooms or insufficient living area (table 1.18).

1 LEVEL OF DISSATISFACTION WITH DWELLING BY BEDROOM SIZE

-5 Households in private dwellings

% %

50 — 50

40— — 40

30+ =30

20

10

0 e ; ) Lo
0-1 bedrooms 2 bedrooms 3 bedrooms 4 bedrooms 5 or more Total
hedrooms

Certain utilities such as running water are essential for all households and
others such as sewerage are highly desirable. When these utilities are not
provided or are not maintained, hygiene, food preparation and nutrition
suffer, and consequently, the health of occupants is put at risk.

At the time of the survey, it was estimated that 96% of Indigenous
households had running water connected (table 1.20).
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DISTANCE FROM SERVICES

About 6% of Northern Territory households and 4% of Western Australian
households were without running water.

Just over 9% of households had been affected by a breakdown of one or
more utilities in the four weeks preceding the survey. Households in the
Northern Territory were the most affected at 16%. Tasmanian households
had been least affected (4%) (table 1.20).

The isolation of many of Australia's Indigenous households is apparent by
looking at their distance from various services. Some examples are shown
below. Table 1.21 provides other examples.

DISTANCE TO HOSPITALS
1 " 6 Households in private dwellings
%

100 — 100

M within 25 km
. W Gver 100 km
80 — - e

80

60 -

40 : ' - 40

NSW Vic. Qd SA WA Tas. NT Aust.

1 7 DISTANCE TQ ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICES
" Households in private dwellings
% %
100 — — 100
8 within 25 km
M Over 100 km
20 - - 80

i i

NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT Aust.



1 8 DISTANCE TO SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO YR 12
- Households in private dwellings
%

] 100 . — 100
¥ Within 25 km
W Over 100 km

NSW vig. Qid SA WA Tas. NT Aust.

1 9 DISTANCE TO UNIVERSITIES
. Households in private dwellings
% %
100 — 100
#l within 25 km
B Over 100 km
80 - — 380

I

80 -

NSW Vic, Qld SA WA Tas. NT Aust,

AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH Because of their remoteness, many Indigenous households do not have
PROFESSIONALS ready access to medical help. For example, it was estimated that only 54% of

households in the Northern Territory had the services of a medical
practitioner on a permanent basis (three days per week or more) within a
25 km radius of their community at the time of the survey while 7% of

L households either did not have the services of a doctor at all or only on a
once-a-month basis (table 1.22).

KEY FINDINGS The main points presented in this chapter are summarised as follows:

® home ownership for Indigenous households is much lower than for
non-Indigenous households: 13% Indigenous versus 42%
non-Indigenous. Tasmania had the highest level of home ownership and
the Northern Territory the lowest;
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B 60% of Indigenous households paid $77 or less in weekly rents. Average
weekly rents ranged from $46 for community housing to $117 for private
housing;

B 61% of private dwellings comprised three bedrooms and 6% of
households lived in one-bedroom dweilings. The average number of
persons per dwelling was 4.1, ranging from 3.3 in Tasmania, to 5.8 in the
Northern Territory;

® 21% of private households, 24% of renter households, 42% of households
with six or more occupants and 48% of those in one-bedroom dwellings
said that the household in which they were living did not satisfy their
needs. The most common problems were a shortage of bedrooms and a
need for repair;

® on average, about 2% of households lacked basic amenities such as
running water and sewerage; however 12% of households in the
Northern Territory had no toilet and 6% had no running water. Just over
9% of households with facilities had experienced a breakdown in these in
the four weeks prior to interview; and

® most Indigenous households were located within 25 km of a hospital
(81%) and community health centres (88%). Access to preschools and
primary schools was excellent but universities and TAFE colleges were
located over 100 km away for many households.
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TABLE 1.4 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994
Selected characteristics of New South South Western Novthern
households Wales Victoria  Queensland Australia Ausiralia _ _Tasmania Territory Australiafa)
—{'000) —
Type of private dwelling
Separate house 21.8 - 59 184 47 9.7 4.2 7.3 29
Other dwelling/not stated{b) 5.2 0.8 30 0.6 26 **03 1.0 13.7
Total 74 6.7 214 53 123 44 8.3 86.4
Nature of occupancy of dwelling
Henters 18.0 4.2 15.4 4.2 9.0 2.1 6.0 59.6
Purchasers 3.7 1.4 19 0.5 1.6 i1 ** 05 10.8
Owners 4.2 0.9 2.7 *>*0.4 a9 1.2 ** 04 T0.R
Other/mot stated 1.1 **0.1 13 =02 ¢9 ** 0.1 1.5 52
Total 7.0 6.7 214 53 12.3 4.4 8.3 86.4
Number of dependent children in
the household
Nao dependent children 10.8 28 73 1.8 3R 2.0 2 3.4
One or more dependent children 16.2 3.9 14.1 3.5 85 25 6.3 330
Total 7.4 6.7 214 53 12.3 4.4 8.3 86.4
Household composition
Indigenous members only 15.1 25 120 33 88 i0 7.1 50.6
Includes non-lndigenous tmembers 1.8 42 93 20 36 34 1.2 358
Total 27.0 6.7 214 53 12.3 4.4 83 86.4
(a) Includes ACT and Jervis Bay. (b) Includes Rats, semi-detached, improvised and other dwellings.
TABLE 1.5 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994
Australia:
Selected characteristics of New South South Western Northern  Australia: Non-
households Wales Victoria Queensiand  Ausiralia  Auwstralia  Tasmania  Territory  Indig.fa)  indig.{h)
~— per cent —
Type of private dwelling
Separate house 20.7 88.4 86.2 879 787 944 878 842 79.4
Other dwelling/not stated(c) 19.3 11.6 13.8 12.1 21.3 56 122 15.8 20.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0
Nature of occupancy of dwelling
; Renters 66.7 626 72.2 79.1 73.0 46.3 72.2 69.0 27.0
- Purchasers 13.7 21.6 9.1 9.7 12.6 253 ** 5.7 124 284
: Owners 15.6 13.6 12.6 g2 7.1 27.0 4.3 12.5 42.3
Other/not stated 4.1 =22 6.1 w28 7.3 *¥*15 17.8 6.0 2.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.¢
Number of dependent children in
the household
No dependent children 401 423 319 47 30.9 443 27.0 36.3 f.a.
One or more dependent children 59.9 57.7 66.1 65.3 69.1 557 730 63.7 n.a.
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Household composition
Indigenous members oniy 56.1 372 56.3 62.6 71.0 22.9 85.6 58.6 n.a.
Includes non-Indigenous members 43.9 62.8 43.7 374 29.0 77.1 14.4 41.4 n.a.
Toral 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

{a} Includes ACT and Jervis Bay. (b) Figures from Australian Housing Survey: refer to the glossary. (¢) Includes flats, semi-detached, improvised and other dwellings.
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TABLE 1.6 HOUSEHOLDS IN RENTED DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Australia:
Selected characteristics of New South South Western Northern  Australia: Non-
households Wales Victoria Queensland  Australia  Australia  Tasmania _ Tervitory  Indigfa)  Indig.(b)

-~ per cent —

Type of private dwelting
Separate housc 759 87.6 86.9 85.2 83.2 9135 9.t 83.4 n.a.
Other dwelling/mot stated{c) 24.1 124 13.1 14.8 16.8 g5 8.9 16.6 na
Total 100.0 tHHL0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1040.0 n.a.
Type of landlord
Private 279 352 36 28.2 11.8 490 72 26.1 70.1
Community 15.0 *% g2 249 i8] 154 **30 532 20,9 n.a.
State housing 523 41.9 278 46.4 622 35.2 24.8 42.5 216
Other{d) 4.7 13.7 15.6 ** 73 10.6 =127 12.8 10.4 83
Tatat 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Weekly rent
$0-47 201 21.3 229 3335 349 ** 178 64.2 283 12,8
$48-77 371 3.7 313 307 334 36.5 i4.9 3t.8 14.3
$78-107 14,2 18.2 14.4 229 154 248 * 6.0 149 15.5
$108 and over 286 288 312 129 16.3 "> 208 14.9 250 53.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0
Household income
$0-25,000 453 524 313 483 9.8 520 30.1 40.2 48.8
$25,001 or more 358 3.4 4740 333 42.8 378 446 411 512
Not stated 18.9 **8.2 216 18.4 17.4 102 253 18.7 .
Total JELIXI] 100.0 1800 1.0 100.0 100.0 100.9 100.0 100.0
Household income after housing
costs
$8-25,000 52.0 37.0 424 53.2 45.6 58.4 328 47.2 na.
$25,001 or more 25.6 320 333 28.1 45 311 398 35 na
Not stated 218 -] 23.2 18.7 19.0 ** 103 24.1 204 na
Total 100.9 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 190.0 n.a.
Whether any person employed in
household
One oF more persons working 52.4 52.7 70.8 51.3 56.7 568 67.8 5%.9 na
No one working 47.6 473 292 48.7 433 432 322 40.1 na
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1.0 100.0 100.9 na
Total {*000) 18.0 42 15.4 4.2 9.0 21 6.0 59.6 1773.6

(a} Figures from NATSIS. Includes ACT and Jervis Bay.  {b) Fipures from Australian Housing Survey: refer to the glossary. (c) Includes flats, sermi-detached, improvised and
other dwellings. Improvised dwellings werg excluded in the Australian Housing Survey. {d) Includes employer-provided housing, other government housing and not staied.
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TABLE 1.7 HOUSEHOLDS IN RENTED DWELLINGS : MEASURES OF AFFORDABILITY BY TYPE OF LANDLORD BY STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Australia:

New South South Western Northern  Australia: MNon-

Type of landlord Wales Victoria Queensland _ Australiu _Australia _Tasmania _ Territory  Indig.(a)  Indig.(b)

AVERAGE WEEKLY RENT ($)
Private ' 1273 104.6 120.7 96.4 99.8 96.7 104.7 116.7 14]
Community 588 6i.7 57.3 37.9 329 61.5 27.6 459 na.
State housing 674 66.6 66.5 64.5 661 62.5 73.1 67.0 62
Other government 7.4 1073 £9.2 52 5849 519 553 704 n.a.
Other{c) T5.0 63.7 544 46.7 552 63.9 54.0 (1.0 n.a.
Total 836 81.8 323 LYA 64.1 783 47.4 75.7 118
RENT AS A PROPORTION QF INCOME (%)

Private 706 174 212 182 218 Y 298 197 19
Community 12,1 99 83 71 49 183 4.2 74 n.a.
State housing 14.4 17.5 13.3 13.9 11.8 157 il.3 13.6 14
Other government 258 12.1 11.9 4.8 6.7 129 9.6 10.9 na
Other(c) 6.5 10,6 6.8 94 7.5 11.6 83 7.8 n.a.
Total 153 158 13.6 132 1.0 14.8 7.6 133 17

{2} Figures from NATSIS. Includes ACT and Jervis Bay. (b} Figures from Australian Housing Survey: refor to the glossary. {¢) Includes employer-provided housing
and not stated.

TABLE 1.8 HOUSEHOLDS IN RENTED DWELLINGS: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY TYPE OF LANDLORD
AUSTRALILA, 1994

Characterisiics of households Private Community State housing Other(a) Total
— per cenl -~

Type of private dwelling

Separate house 7.0 §8.4 84.4 85.6 R3.4

Other dwelling/not stated(b) 3.0 {16 15.6 14.4 16.6

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 10H.0 106.0

Weekly rent

$0-47 58 55.2 27.1 356 28.3

$48-77 {71 293 43.0 27.9 318

$78-107 152 g6 16.8 18.7 14.9

$108 and over 619 6.8 13.0 17.7 25.0

Total 100.0 184.0 100.0 100.0 1.0

Whether any person employed in

household

One or more persons working 698 68.6 44.6 79.7 59.9

No one working 302 314 554 20.3 401

Total 1¢0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000

Household income

$0-25,000 387 30.5 50.7 20.5 4n.2

$25,001 or more 421 431 339 638 4].1

Not stated 19.2 26.4 154 15.7 18.7

Total 100.0 104.0 100.0 100.0 1060.0

Tatal {*000) 15.6 12.5 254 6.2 59.6

(a) Includes employer-provided housing, other government housing and not stated.  (b) Includes flats, semi-detached, improvised and other dwellings.
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TARLE 1.9 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD INCOMES BEFORE AND AFTER HOUSING COSTS BY NUMBER
OF USUAL RESIDENTS IN HOUSEHOLD
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Usual residents in household

I 2. 3 4 5 6-7  8ormore Tatal
-+ - pEr cent —

Whether any person empioyed in
household
One or more persons working 44 4 58.2 66.4 66.5 74.0 68.9 76.4 64.9
No one working 3546 418 336 335 260 3.1 236 351
Taotal 100.0 160.0 100.9 1000 100.0 1006 §100.0 106.0
Household income
S6-12.000 58.8 6.9 6.6 **25 > 11 ** 20 ** 0.0 10.8
$12,001-25,000 203 40.5 35.0 31.5 17.7 12.1 ** 26 26.1
235,001 -40,000 14.7 i56 213 248 299 328 16.0 226
540,001 or more #*52 157 215 2740 230 26.1 40.4 221
Mot stated *140 1.2 155 14.2 282 27.0 41.0 183
Total 100.0 1060.0 100.0 1000 100.0 1000 100.9 100.0
Household income after housing
costs
$0-12,000 57.8 287 16.9 6.3 4 ** 1.3 (.0 154
$12.,001-25,000 23.5 3.0 276 338 27.6 219 62 267
£25.001-40,000 93 134 1e2 21.0 228 258 15.2 186
$40.001 or more **329 12.8 LX) 224 17.3 19.5 332 174
Not stated 47 13.7 15.0 16.1 302 30.7 453 2140
Total 1060 100.0 100.8 1000 100.0 100.0 1H.0 100.0
Total (*000) 8.1 16.8 14.8 16.6 12.2 1.7 6.3 86.4

TABLE 1.10 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD INCOMES BEFORE AND AFTER HOUSING COSTS BY
NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN THE HOUSEHOLD
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Dependent children in household

None One Two Three Four or more Total
—percent —

Whether any person employed in
household
Ong or more persons working 663 677 646 398 61.7 649
Mo one working 33.7 323 354 402 383 351
Total 1000 110.0 100.0 100.0 100.9 100.0
Household income
$0-12,000 18.9 10.8 5.7 ¥+ 43 12 10.8
S12,001-25,000 264 240 124 274 17.7 26.1
$25,001 -40,000 17.1 206 234 315 320 226
S40,001 or more 20.9 23.8 22.2 204 249 221
Not stated 16.7 20.7 16.2 164 241 183
Total 190.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Houschold income after housing
costs
$0-12.000 23.3 17.9 123 6.7 1.8 i5.4
$12,001-25,000 24.5 21.8 320 33.8 26.1 26.7
$25.001-40,000 15.0 17.1 18.7 26.0 240 18.6
$40,001 or more 16.6 19.6 17.5 13.8 19.4 174
Not stated 199 235 17.7 17.5 28.9 21.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1.0
Total (*000) 314 17.7 158 1E3 10.1 86.4




TABLE §.11 HOUSEHOLDS IN RENTED DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD INCOMES BEFORE AND AFTER HOUSING COSTS BY
NUMBER OF USUAL RESIDENTS IN HOUSEHOLD
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Lisual residents in household

.1 2 3 4 5 G6-7 8 or more Total
— per cent —

Whether any person employed in
household
(ne or mare persons working 404 534 56.1 60.3 69.4 649 75.3 55.9
No one working 39.6 46.6 439 397 30.6 351 247 40,1
Total 1600 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1010 100.0
Household income
$0-12,000 60.5 19.4 79 =28 LA BN “e22 00 i14
$12,001-25,000 220 4138 44.8 385 203 124 **25 288
$25,001-40,000 11.3 133 18.6 256 330 369 16,3 230
$40,001 or more 49 13.1 16.2 171 20.1 220 381 181
Not stated ™13 12.3 125 i6.0 25.5 26.5 429 187
Total 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 106¢.0 100.0 100.0
Heusehold income after housing
costs
30-12,000 61.6 375 24.1 73 14 15 ** 00 18.0
$12,001-25,000 208 280 313 43.7 331 24.5 9 29.2
$25,001-40,000 2.8 10.5 i6.6 18.4 224 29.1 160 179
$40.001 or more **16 104 11.2 133 15.3 159 324 127
Net stated w43 131 15.1 16.5 27.7 282 44 8 204
Total 160.0 100.0 100.0 1008 100.0 100.0 100.0 106.0

Total {*000} 5.6 10.6 9.4 1.1 89 88 52 59.6

TABLE 1.12 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD BY NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Number of bedroams New South South Western Northern Households
in dwelling Wales Victoria Queensiand  Australia  Australiac  Tasmania __ Territory Total  ('0MM))(a}
G-1 hedrooms 1.7 28 34 1.8 29 1.8 4.6 29 54
2 bedrooms 29 23 il 24 33 22 49 32 12.4
3 bedrooms N EX 43 4.0 4.3 34 62 4.0 52.7
4 bedrooms 4.7 47 53 5.8 57 4.4 6.0 52 1.9
3 or more bedrooms 6.2 57 5.4 6.2 53 4.8 6.0 58 2.1
Total 3.6 is 43 kR 4.3 3.3 5.7 4.1 84.5

{a} Total number of households excludes "not stated'.
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TABLE 1.13 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER BEDROOM BY NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Number of bedrooms New South South Western Northern Househalds
in dwelling Wales Victoria Queensiand  Australiac Austrefia  Tesmarnia Territory Total (000 ()
) bedroom 1.5 2.8 23 1.8 16 1.5 44 22 3.7
2 bedrooms 1.5 1.2 1.6 i.2 1.6 1.1 24 1.6 12.4
3 bedrooms 1.2 1.2 1.4 1.3 14 1.1 21 1.3 52.7
4 bedrooms 1.2 1.2 13 1.5 1.4 il 1.5 1.3 1.9
35 ar more bedraems 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.2 11 09 1.1 1§ 2.1

Total 1.2 1.2 1.4 L3 14 1.3 z.1 1.4 a2.8

{a) Tatal number of houscholds excludes "not stated” and dwellings with no bedrooms.

TABLE 1.14 HOQUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : AYERAGE NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDPREN PER HOUSEHOLD(a)
BY NUMBER OF BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Number of bedrooms New South South Western Northern

in dwelling Wales Victoria  Queensiand Australia Australia Tasmania Territory Toral
-1 bedrooms 1.3 29 27 L1 2.6 1.6 33 2.5
2 bedrooms 2.0 1.1 1.9 1.5 2.0 1.2 30 2.1
3 bedrooms 2.1 2.0 2.3 23 24 1.9 3.1 23
4 bedrooms 26 37 3.0 33 34 1.9 37 29
5 ot tore bedrooms 3l il 2.7 23 1.9 24 2.1 16
Total 22 22 24 23 25 1.9 341 24

(5) In households with dependent children.

TABLE 1.15 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS WITH DEPENDENT CHILDREN BY NUMBER OF BEDROOMS BY NUMBER
OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN
AUSTRALIA, 1994
o0

Number of dependent children

Number of bedrooms

in dwelling One Two Three Four Five or more Totalfa)
0-1 bedrooms 0.6 04 *0.4 0.2 **02 1.8
2 bedrooms 29 1.2 1.2 "5 **03 6.1
3 hedrooms 1.2 11.8 6.9 31 22 353
4 or more bedrogms 24 23 27 1.7 1.5 10.6
Total 17.2 15.6 11.2 5.5 43 538
(a) Tuﬁl includes only h holds where depend, hildren were hiving and excludes "not stated®.
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TABLE 1.16 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS (a): SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF
HOUSEHOLDS BY WHETHER DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF THE HOUSEHOLD

AUSTRALIA, 19%4

Selecied characteristics Total
of households Satisfied Not satisfied Total(h) {000)

) — per cent—
State or Territory
New South Wales 77.1 214 100.0 269
Victoria 84.0 15.8 100.0 6.7
Queenstand 85.0 13.6 1000 209
South Australia 82.5 16.9 100.0 5.3
Western Australia 75.5 218 100.0 11.9
Tasmania 90.9 ol 100.0 4.4
Northern Territory 54.6 42.6 100.0 8.0
Nature of occupancy
of dwelling
Renters 75.5 244 100.0 59.6
Home owners 928 7.1 100.0 21.6
Other 64.5 355 160.0 25
Number of bedrooms
in dwelling
(-1 bedrooms 69.8 302 100.0 4.0
2 bedrooms 69.5 30.5 100.0 12.4
3 bedrooms 814 i8.5 100.0 52.7
4 ar more bedrooms 85.5 144 100.0 14.1
Number of usuat
residents in household
One or two 39.7 8.2 100.0 245
Three 85.1 13.2 100.0 14.6
Four 83.9 15.5 100.0 16.4
Five 71.5 21.7 100.0 12.1
Six or seven 64.9 330 180.0 11.4
Eight or more 42.3 538 160.0 6.1
Total 78.5 20,0 100.0 85.1

{a) Excluding improvised dwellings (b) Rows do not add to 100% due to a small proportion of *not stated” responses.



=TI

TABLE 1.17 HOUSEHOQLDS IN RENTED DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY
WHETHER DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF THE HOUSEHCLD

AUSTRALIA, 1994
Selected characteristics Total
of households Satisfied Not satisfied Total(a} {000}

— per cent—

State or Territory
New South Wales 71.6 28.3 100.0 8.0
Victoria g8l.4 186 100.0 47
Queensland 83.3 16.5 100.0 15.4
South Australia 80.7 19.3 1000 4.2
Western Australia 73.1 264 100.0 9.0
Tasmania 847 ** 153 100.0 2.1
Northern Territory 37.0 42.8 100.0 6.0
Type of landlord
Privale &.1 139 100.0 15.6
Community 621 37.7 100.0 12.5
Stare housing 739 25.8 100.0 25.4
Other(b) 81.9 17.9 100.0 6.2
Number of bedrooms
in dwelling
0-1 bedrooms 71.2 288 100.0 29
2 bedrooms 66.1 339 100.0 9.2
3 bedrootns 773 22.6 100.0 373
4 or more bedroams 8500 198 100.0 9.5
Number of usuai
residents in household
One or two 8.4 11.6 100.¢ 16.2
Three 842 15.8 100.0 9.4
Four 804 19.6 160.0 11.1
Five 67.7 322 160.0 8.9
Six or seven 62.6 37.1 100.0 8.8
Eight or more 439 551 100.0 5.2

Total 75.5 24.4 100.9 59.6

fa} Rows do not add to 100% due 1o a small proportion of 'not stated” responses.  (b) Includes employer-provided housing, other government
housing and not stated.
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TABLE 1,18 UNSATISFACTORY PRIVATE DWELLINGS(a): SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY MAIN
PROBLEMS WITH DWELLING
ALSTRALIA, 1994

Needs better

Selected characteristics Needs Inadeguaie bath- insulation/ Not enough Not enough Total

of households repair ing facilites ventilation bedrooms Iiving area Totalth) {000}
— per cent—

State or Territory

New South Wales 56.8 272 30.2 525 43.1 100.0 5.8

Victoria 63.7 ** 3315 ** 393 53.7 472 100.0 1.1

Queensiand 57.0 274 19.1 514 359 100.0 28

South Australia **52.1 ** 271 ** 343 ** 481 **50.1 100.0 0.9

Western Australia 65.6 20.1 29.0 45.6 399 100.0 26

Tasmania ** 338 #*32 ** 275 ** 236 **432.4 ** 100.0 ** (4

Northern Territory 66.4 49.4 425 72.0 69.0 100.0 3.4

Nature of occupancy

of dwelling

Renters 61.3 28.0 30.0 528 47.5 100.0 14.5

Heme owners 36.7 355 **19.7 59.1 48.3 100.0 1.5

Other 68.7 59.5 68.0 72.7 726 100.0 0.9

Number of bedraoms

in dwelling

0-1 bedrooms 66.8 5t 41.9 65.5 66.4 106.0 1.2

2 bedrooms 54.0 37.2 358 64.8 64.6 106.0 38

3 bedrooms 59.9 26.7 288 4.6 44.0 100.0 9.7

4 or motre bedrooms 68.5 26.8 295 34.0 36.8 100.0 20

Number of nsual
residents in househoid

One or two 69.7 43.0 3347 30.0 435 100.0 22
Three 66.3 ** 2238 293 28.6 394 100.0 1.9
Four 54.8 **15.6 25.6 495 459 100.0 2.5
Five 532 319 333 528 50.2 100.0 34
Six or seven 52.9 24.0 26.1 £7.0 48.8 100.0 3B
Eight or more 67.1 43.7 384 76.6 59.0 100.0 33
Toital 59.6 304 31.2 544 48.8 100.0 170

(a) Excluding improvised dwellings (b) Rows do not add 1o 100% because more than one response could be given,
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TABLE 1.19 UNSATISFACTORY RENTED DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY MAIN
PROBLEMS WITH DWELLING
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Needs better

Selected characteristics Inadequate bath- insulation/ Not enough Not enough Toral
of remted households Needs repair ing facilities ventilation bedrooms living area Totalfa) {006}
— per cent —

State or Territory

New South Wales 571 259 318 521 46.4 100.0 5.1
Victoria 727 ** 26.1 **431 ** 541 **452 100.0 0.8
Queensland 56.3 25.1 ** 140 50.1 318 100.0 26
South Australia 455 ** 200 **299 ** 483 **30.5 100.0 0.8
Western Australia 70.9 21.0 319 42.6 43.8 100.0 24
Tasmania **20.0 **4.0 **21.0 **255 ** 496 1000 =03
Northern Territary 07 47.3 38.0 70.3 67.5 160.0 2.6
Type of landlord

Private 51.1 284 27.2 51.8 48.6 100.0 22
Community 737 41.7 35.0 634 547 10040 4.7
State housing 54.5 16.7 285 46.0 414 100.0 6.5
Other{b} 68.5 we 352 ¥* 225 515 52.8 100.0 1.t

Number of bedrooms
in dwelling

0-1 bedrooms 61.1 ** 459 **303 667 69.5 100.0 0.8
2 bedrooms 36.8 335 3438 64.4 64.9 100.0 3.1
1 bedrooms 62.0 249 272 52.5 42.2 100.0 8.4
4 or more bedrooms 69.4 282 3Ll 354 38.0 100.0 1.9

Number of usnal
residents in houschold

Cte or two FEN 40.1 34.2 302 449 100.0 1.9
Three 65.0 237 277 **31.6 393 1000 1.5
Four 55.7 * 105 238 44t 46.1 100.0 .22
Five 550 282 326 47.1 45.8 100.0 25
Stx or seven 553 23] 26.0 66.7 48.3 100.0 33
Eight or more 68.8 410 34.9 753 553 100.0 28
Total 61.3 280 300 52.8 47.5 100.0 14.5

{a} Rows do not add ta 100% becausz more than one response could be given. {b) Includes employer-provided housing, other govemment housing and not stated.
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!( TABLE 1.20 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES AND SERVICES BY STATE
g AUSTRALIA, 1994
. New South South Western Northern
Dwelling characteristics{a) Wales Victoria Queensland  Australia  Australia  Tasmania Territory Australia(t)
— per cent —
Number of toilets
No tailet *0.8 ** 0.0 2.4 **04 4.9 ** 04 12.1 28
One or more toilets 97.7 99.8 96.3 99.0 93.0 99.6 85.4 95.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0
‘Whether dwelling has bathroom/shower
- : Has bathroomy/shower 94.8 998 95.5 98.4 920 99.6 854 94.6
3 Does not have bathroom/shower 34 ** 0.0 33 **09 58 ** 04 1.7 39
3 Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Whether running water connected
Running water connected 96.9 99.8 95.6 992 939 98.8 9.2 96.1
No running water connected *1.3 ** 0.1 3.0 *>*0.2 *4.0 *=* 1.2 6.1 24
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 180.0
Whether dwelling has electricity/gas
connected
Electricity/gas connected 98.0 99.8 96.4 97.7 934 206 904 96.4
Electricity/gas not ¢onnecled *>04 ** 0.0 *2.1 bl 4.4 ** 04 6.1 2.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Al breakdowns in household atilities in
last four weeks

Affected houscholds 83 14.5 6.0 *9.1 10.0 *37 16.4 3.0
Not affected households 89.0 853 80.5 RG.4 833 959 76.4 ®7.2
Total 100.0 100.6 100.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Dwelling is missing a¢ least one

household utility (c)

Has at least one utility missing 52 =01 4.3 " 20 6.3 *» 12 13.6 51
Mot affected by missing utilities 929 908 4.1 873 21.2 988 833 932
Total 100.0 100.9 1009 100.9 100.9 100.0 1.6 100.1

' Other services

Garbage coliected 3.9 94.1 948 949 96.7 72.3 88.0 830
Dwelling situated on a sealed road 87.0 .6 825 86.0 72.2 834 63.6 gl.6
Total {"000) 2740 6.7 214 53 123 4.4 8.3 86.4

{a} Within each category, fipures do not always add to 100% due to a proportion of "not stated' responses. (b) includes ACT and Jervis Bay. (c) Missing utility could be
toilet, bathroom or shower, running water, clectricity or gas.
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TABLE 1.21 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE OF AND DISTANCE TO SERVICE BY

STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994
Type of service 0-25 km Over 25 km Total{a)
— per cent —

New South Wales
Haospital 88.6 94 100.0
Community Health Centre 892 89 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 47.7 438 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 42.8 553 10{.0
Legal Aid Commission 53.6 44.4 100.0
Police Station 96.1 2.0 100.0
Court House 284 86 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 97.6 ** 0.5 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.10 91.7 4.9 1.0
Secondary schoolto Yr.12 89.8 8.2 1040.0
TAFE and/or University 78.6 637 100.0

Victoria
Hospital 95.0 **50 100.0
Community Health Centre 94.7 **53 180.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 71.1 27.6 104.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 498 50.2 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 53.3 46.7 130.0
Police Station 99.5 *05 100.0
Court House 96.7 **33 180.0
Pre-school/Primary school 100.0 **0.0 160.0
Sccondary school to Yr.10 100.0 **0.0 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.12 99.2 **08 100.0
TAFE and/or University 88.4 49.6 100.0

Queensland
Haspital 837 16.3 160.0
Community Health Centre 82.5 15.7 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 50.7 483 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 55.3 44.7 100.¢
Legal Aid Commission 44.5 52.5 1990.0
Police Station 88.0 12.0 100.0
Court House 78.2 20.7 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 8717 34 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.10 83.9 15.8 100.0
Secondary school to Yr. 12 75.9 232 100.06
TAFE and/or University 61.1 68.1 100.0

South Australia
Heospital 87.6 12.4 100.0
Community Health Centre 86.4 22 100.0
Aboriginai Medical Service 8.4 21.6 100.6
Aboriginal Legal Service 65.1 349 100.0
Legal Aid Comnussion 55.7 419 100.0
Police Station 94.6 ** 5.4 100.0
Court House 883 11.7 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 98.1 k32 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.10 91.0 **90 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.12 88.9 11.1 100.0
TAFE and/or University 84.4 49.2 100.0

(a) Rows do not add to 100% due to a small proportion of "not stated” responses.

fcontinued)
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TABLE 1.21 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE OF AND DISTANCE TO SERVICE BY
STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Type of service 0-25 km Over 25 km Total{a)
— per cent —
Western Australia .
Hospital ) ;1.7 16.1 100.0
Community Health Centre 89.1 10.5 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 43.0 52.0 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 57.1 429 100.0
Legal Aid Commission : 60.9 39.1 160.0
Police Station 87.7 12.3 100.0
Court House 83.2 16.8 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 100.0 **>00 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.10 91.2 6.2 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.12 73.4 259 100.06
TAFE and/or University 577 62.2 100.¢
Tasmania
Hospital 58.7 413 100.0
Community Health Centre 80.2 19.8 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 44.0 56.0 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 42.4 57.6 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 56.5 43.5 100.0
Police Station 892 **10.8 100.0
Court House 66.6 334 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 99.8 **9.2 100.0
Secondary school 10 Y110 874 ’ 12.6 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.12 58.9 4t.1 100.6
TATFE and/or University 52.% 72.9 i00.0
Northern Territory
Hospital 46,4 33.6 100.0
Community Heaith Centre 96.8 ¥*32 100.0
Abariginal Medical Service 619 381 1000
Abonginal Legal Service 40.5 59.5 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 378 62.2 100.0
Police Station 80.0 20.0 100.0
Court House 65.3 347 100.0
Pre-school/Primary schoot 97.5 : 72 100.0
Secondary school to Yr.10 60.0 329 100.0
Secondary scheol to Yr.12 493 473 100.0
TAFE and/ot University 46.6 78.7 100.0
Australia
Hospital 81.2 17.8 100.0
Community Health Centre 88.2 10.7 16G.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 53.8 43.2 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 50.1 493 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 514 47.0 100.0
Police Station 51.2 8.2 100.0
. Court House 82.6 16.2 100.0
4 Pre-school/Primary school 98.3 1.9 100.0
] Secondary school to Yr.10 87.0 10.7 100.0
E Secondary school to Yr.12 79.3 19.4 100.0
: TAFE and/or University 68.1 64.0 100.0
(a} Rows do not add to 100% due to a small proportion of *not stated” respenses.
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TABLE 1.22 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE AND AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAL BY
STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Tvpe of health professionad Permanent Visiting Not available Totalfa)
— per cent —

New South Wales
Doctor/GP #7.5 6.7 39 100.0
Nurse R6.6 6.6 4.9 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 61.4 13.0 227 100.0
Dentist 779 53 13.7 100.0
Mental Health Services 66.2 8.0 218 100.0
Ante-natal Services 79.4 6.4 11.5 100.0
Duabetic Services 8§15 7.2 8.6 100.0
Women's Heallh Services 786 87 10.7 100.0
Baby Health Services 877 A0 4.3 1000

¥ictoria
DoctorsGP 96.3 *37 **0.0 100.0
Nurse 973 ** 27 ** 0.0 100.0
Ahoriginal Health Worker 73.7 ** 63 1R.7 100.0G
Dentist 699 17.1 13.0 10
Mental Health Services 698 22.0 8.2 100.0
Ante-natal Services 754 18.5 ** 6.1 100.0
Diabetic Services B3.8 ** 51 11.1 1084.0
Waomen's Health Services 794 14.5 ** 6.0 100.0
Baby Health Services 85.0 14.4 0.6 100.0

Queensland
Doctor/GP 799 16.0 42 1000
Nurse 883 6.0 5.8 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 653 152 19.2 100.0
Dentist 68.1 8.2 227 100.0
Mental Health Services 50.1 4.4 455 100 £r
Ante-natal Services 76.3 7.8 16.0 106.0
CHabetic Services 73.1 135 15.7 100 £
Women's Health Services 65.3 14.0 19.1 100G
Baby Health Services 75.9 18.0 4.0 100.0

South Australia
Doctor!/GP B5.7 * 90 **52 100.0
Nurse 97 ** 7.4 *>30 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 78.9 ** g6 12.5 100.0
Dentist 78.5 ** 48 16.7 100.0
Mental Health Services 69.8 ** 60 24.2 100.8
Ante-natal Services 81.9 **R3 9.7 100.¢
Dhabelic Services 798 =70 18.1 190.0
Women's Health Services 79.8 a0 14.2 100.0
Baby Health Services 83.3 23 *84 100.0

Western Australia
Dactor/GP 86.0 10,9 ** 3.1 100.0
Nurse 91.6 **19 6.5 10G.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 75.4 8.1 12.5 100.0
Dentist 65.5 13.9 20,6 100.0
Mental Health Services 44.6 24.0 297 100.0
Ante-natal Services 1.3 6.2 22,6 100.0
Diabetic Services 67.5 1.0 18.2 100.0
Women's Health Services 62.6 13.4 21.8 100.0
Baby Health Services 80.5 15.8 37 100.0

(a) Rows do not add to 100% due to a small propoertion of *not stated’ responses,

(continued)
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TABLE 1,22 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE AND AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAL BY

STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994
Tvpe of heaith professional Permanent Visiting Nor available Toralfa)
— per cent —

Tasmania
Doctor/GP 818 *g6 ** 36 100.0
Nurse 84.5 **28 12.7 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 42.1 **R6 49.3 100.0
Dentist 73.7 ** 57 20.6 160.0
Mental Health Services -52.0 ** QG 38.2 100.0
Ante-natal Services 68.0 **79 242 100.0
Drabetic Services 53.1 15.7 it.2 1060
Women's Health Services 654 97 248 100.0
Baby Health Services 77.0 17.0 **59 106.0

Northern Territory
Doctor/GP 539 35.7 7.0 100.0
Nutse 91.1 03 8.6 100.0
Aboriginat Health Worker 83 6.9 6.8 100.0
Dentist 36.1 239 39.9 100.0
Mental Health Services 353 10.1 49.2 100.0
Ante-natal Services 492 16.7 30.6 1K).¢
Diabetic Services 499 64 303 100.0
Women's Health Services 575 185 20.6 100.0
Baby Health Services 594 19.2 18.1 106.0

Australia
Doctor/GP 824 123 - 4.3 100.0
Nurse £0.1 48 5.6 100.0
Aboriginat Health Worker 67.8 1.2 19.2 100.0
Dentist 69.0 99 19.9 100.¢
Memntal Health Services 56.1 10.6 313 100.0
Ante-natai Services 739 89 16.0 100.0
Diabetic Services 73.1 93 15.8 100.0
Women’s Health Services 70.5 1.9 16.0 106.0
Baby Health Services 0.0 13.1 535 106.0

(a) Rows do not add to 100% due 10 a smalt number of "not stated’ respoases.
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CHAPTER 2

INTRODUCTION

NATURE OF OCCUPANCY

TYPE OF LANDLORD

HOUSING COSTS

Housing costs of renters

INDIGENOUS HOUSING IN URBAN AND RURAL AUSTRALIA

Across Australia, it was estimated that 33% of Indigenous households
resided in capital cities, 43% were located in other urban centres (defined
as centres other than capirtal cities with a total population of 1,000 or more)
and 24% of households were situated in rural areas (which includes towns
and rural localities with total populations of under 1,000). This chapter
presents information about the relationships between geographical location
and the nature of dwellings and the satisfaction and other characteristics of
the households living in them.

Capital citics bad the highest proportion (21%) of households purchasing
their dwelling whilst only 7% of those households located in rural areas
said that they were purchasing their home. The proportion of
owner-occupied households was fairly similar across the three geographical
areas and renter households were more concentrated in other urban
centres (table 2.7).

Use of private rental accommodation was much more common in capital
cities than it was in rural areas (table 2.8). Some 42% of Indigenous renter
households rented through private landiords in capital cities, compared to
only 14% in rural areas. The reverse situation applied to community
landlords: in rural areas 57% of renter households rented through
community housing organisations while in capital cities this was only 5%.

TYPE COF LANDLGRD BY PART OF STATE
2 - 1 Househelds in rented dwellings
% %
B0~ — 80
Private

B community

B State housing
60 =~ L. 60
s B
20— -~ 20

0= L0

Capital cities Other urban Rural

The average weekly rent for Indigenous households in rural areas was $44.
This rose to $76 per week in other urban areas, which was equal to the
national average weekly rent for Indigenous households, and to $97 in
capital cities.

Average weekly rents varied with both location and type of landlord as
shown in table 2.1. The highest average weekly rent ($133) was recorded
in capital cities for those households renting privately while households in
rural areas renting through community housing organisations were paying
the lowest average weekly rent of $34.
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2-1 AVERAGE WEEKXLY RENTS: TYPE OF LANDLORD BY PART OF STATE

Capital cities  Other urban Rural Total
Type of landiord $ $ % $
Private 133 109 73 117
Community 73 61 34 46
State 68 68 53 67
Total 97 768 44 76

Rents and household On average, renter households spent about 13% of their income on rent.
incomes This varied with location and landlords as shown below.

2 2 RENT AS AN AVERAGE PROPORTION OF INCOME BY TYPE OF LANDLORD
2

BY PART OF STATE
Capital cities Other urban Rural Total
Type of landiord % % % %
Private 22 ’ 19 15 20
Community 13 10 5 7
State 15 13 11 14
Other government 15 11 8 11
Other 15 8 5 8
Total 18 13 7 13
SIZE OF DWELLING The average number of persons per Indigenous household was 4.1. Rural

households contained on average 4.9 occupants, decreasing to 4.0 in other
urban areas and 3.5 in capital cities.

2 -3 MEASURES OF DWELLING SIZE: HOUSEHOLDS BY PART OF STATE

Average number Capital cities  Other urban  Rural Total
Persons per household 3.5 4.0 4.9 4.1
Persons per bedroom 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.4

Dependent children per
household 2.2 24 2.7 2.4

28 ABS - NATSIS: HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND CONDITIONS - 4187.0 - 1994




SATISFACTION WITH Some 27% of Indigenous dwellings in rural areas did not satisfy the needs of
DWELLING the household, compared with 19% in capital cities and 18% in other urban
areas (table 2.12).

Problems with dwellings  The most commonly reported main problem with unsatisfactory dwellings
was a need for repair: 72% of dwellings in rural areas, 57% in capital cities
and 52% in other urban areas were said to be in need of repair. A lack of
space in the dwelling was also a problem in all areas, being highest in rural
areas where for 61% of households there was a shortage of bedrooms and
for 58% of households there was not enough living area.

2 2 MAIN PROBLEMS WITH DWELLINGS IN CAPITAL CITIES
- Private dwellings reported to he unsatisfactory
% %
60 1 — 60
50— — 50
40 - 40
304 — 30
20+ — 20
10+ ~ 10
0- — ~Q
Needs Inadeguate Needs better Not enocugh Not enough
repair bathing facilities ventilation bedrooms living area
2 3 MAIN PROBLEMS WITH DWELLINGS IN OTHER URBAN AREAS
= Private dwellings reported to be unsatisfactory
% %
60 - 60
50 - - 50
40 ~ 40
30 - 30
20+ —20
10 ~ 10
o : . . ; e | 0
Needs Inadequate Needs better Not enough Nat enough
repair bathing facilities ventilation bedrooms living area
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MAIN PROBLEMS WITH DWELLINGS IN RURAL AREAS
2 - 4 Private dwellings reported to be unsatisfactory
%

%
80— - 80
60 - — 60
40 -~ 40
20 20
o et o . i . Lo
Needs Inadequate Needs hetter Not enough Not enough
repair bathing facilities ventilation bedrooms living area

Size of dwelling and  Generally, smaller dwellings, i.e. with one or two bedrooms were more
satisfaction  likely to be described as unsatisfactory.

2 4 DISSATISFACTION WITH DWELLING BY BEDROOM SIZE™: PROPORTION OF
= PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS DISSATISFIED

1 2 3 4 5 or more
bedroom bedrooms bedrooms bedrooms  bedrooms
Part of State % % % % %
Capitai cities **31 33 16 12 *£10Q
Other urban **14 26 ' 17 14 **11
Rural 44 36 25 23 *x4

'Excludes improvised dwellings.

Number of occupants and  As the number of occupants in a household increased, there was an
satisfaction increased likelihood of the dwelling being described as vnsatisfactory (table
2.12). The problem was most apparent in rural areas where nearly 50% of
dwellings with six or more occupants were considered unsatisfactory. In
other urban areas and capital cities, the proportions were lower, but still
substantial, at 38% and 36%, respectively.

HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES The presence of services such as running water, electricity/gas and sewerage
are highly desirable for all households and can be linked with the health and
well-being of people.

However, in rural Australia at the time of the survey, an estimated 9% of
Indigenous households did not have a toilet in the dwelling, 7% did not
have electricity or gas connected, 7% did not have running water connected,

and 6% had neither a bath or shower nor access to a communal bathroom
(table 2.13).
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DISTANCE FROM SERVICES

AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS

HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

In the four weeks preceding interview, 13% of households in rural areas had
been affected by the breakdown of a household utility, either toilet, water,
electricity or gas (table 2.13).

The distance which members of households have to travel to various
services varies with geographical location. Households in more remote
areas are less likely to have health and educational facilities within ready
access (table 2.14).

It was estimated that:

B 96% of households in capital cities, 92% in other urban areas and 40% in
rural areas were located within 25 km of a hospital;

®  99% of households in capital cities, 93% in other urban areas and 65%
in rural areas were located within 25 km of a community health centre;

a  80% of houscholds in capital cities, 48% in other urban areas and 26%
in rural areas were located within 25 km of an Aboriginal medical
service;

®  in capital cities, all households were located within 25 km of
preschools, primary schools and secondary schools and the vast
majority had a TAFE college or university within this range;

n int other urban areas, all households were within 25 km of preschools
and primary schools, 97% were located within 25 km of secondary
schools and 72% were within 25 km of TAFE colleges and/or
universities; and

B while most households in rural areas were located within 25 km of
preschools and primary schools, only 57% were located within this
range from secondary schools. Only 20% of househoids had 25 km or
less to travel to a TAFE college or university.

The presence of a medical practitioner or other health worker on a
continuing basis means that health care can be obtained more readily and
prevention of more serious health problems facilitated.

The availability of a doctor on a permanent basis within a 25 km radius of
the community was much lower in rural areas (41%) than in capital cities
(96%) and in other urban areas (95%). About 39% of rural households had
the services of a medical practitioner on a visiting basis (between two days a
week and once a month) (table 2.15).

Availability of dentists on a permanent or visiting basis ranged from 96% in
capital cities to 43% in rural areas. Mental health services were not quite so
readily available, with 87% of households in capital cities having such
services available either on a permanent or visiting basis, 74% in other urban
areas and 24% in rural areas.

There were some geographic differences between households composed of
Indigenous persons only and households which had a mix of indigenous
and non-Indigenous persons.

In capital cities there were more households with one or more
non-Indigenous members than households with Indigenous members only
while in other urban and rural areas there were more dwellings housing
solely Indigenous persons. In rural areas, there were roughly three times as
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many households composed exclusively of Indigenous persons as there
were households including non-Indigenous members (table 2.5).

In all locations, households with solely Indigenous persons were more likely
to be renters (table 2.6). The home ownership rate for households with
Indigenous persons only was 14% compared to 41% for households with
Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons.

Regardless of location, more households with a mix of Indigenous and
non-Indigenous members said that they were satisfied with their dwelling
than households with Indigenous members only (table 2.16). This is
probably due to the wider choice of housing and tenure available to the
former group, more of whom live in urban areas.

2'5 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION BY PART OF STATE

Indigenous and

indigenous members non-tndigenous
only mempers
Location of household % %
Capita! city 45 55
Other urban 61 39
Rural 73 27
Total 59 41
NATURE OF OCCUPANCY BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION BY PART OF
2 . 6 STATE
Ingigenous and
indigenous members gnly non-indigenous members
Owners/ Owners/
Renters purchasers Renters purchasers
Location of household % % % %
Capital city 77 20 53 a5
Other urban 85 12 64 34
Rurat 67 11 43 44
Total 8 14 57 40
KEY FINDINGS The main findings presented in this chapter are summarised as follows:

® only 7% of rural households were purchasing their home and 13% owned
their home;

®  Indigenous people accessed different types of rental housing in different
areas: there was greater reliance on private rental accommodation in
capital cities, public rental housing in other urban areas, and community
housing in rural areas;
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®  average weekly rents ranged from $44 in rural areas to $97 in capital
cities;

® rural households were more likely than urban households to be
overcrowded. The average number of persons per household was 4.9 in
rural areas and 3.5 in capital cities;

& 27% of rural households stated that they were dissatisfied with their
housing compared to 19% in capital cities and 18% in other urban areas;

® rural households were more likely to be lacking in a basic utility such as
running water or to suffer a breakdown in household utilities;

B distance from services and facilities varied with location: isolation meant
that rural households were more likely to be located further from a
hospital, health centre or higher education facility; and

® there were some differences in the housing characteristics of households
composed of solely Indigenous members and households which included
Indigenous and non-Indigenous members. The former tended to be
located in the more isolated areas of Australia. They were more likely to
be renting their dwelling and more of them lived in unsatisfaciory
dwellings.
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TABLE 2.7 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY PART OF STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Selected characteristics of households Capital city Other urban Rural Toraf
— per cent—

Type of privaie dwelling
Separate house g1.8 853 854 84.2
Other dwelling/mot stated(a) 18.2 14.7 14.6 15.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Nature of occupancy of dwelling
Renters 63.8 76.6 62.5 69.0
Purchasers 205 9.3 10 12.4
Owners 13.4 11.4 134 12.5
Other/not stated 24 27 17.1 6.0
Total 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of dependent children ia the
household
No dependent children 2.6 330 336 363
One or more dependent children 574 67.0 66.4 63.7
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Household composition
Indigencus members only 45.1 60.8 734 58.6
Includes non-Indigenous members 549 362 26.6 41.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Taotal (*0040) 286 373 205 86.4
(2} Includes flats, semi-detached, improvised and other dwellings.
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TABLE 2.8 HOUSEHOLDS IN RENTED PWELLINGS : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY PART OF STATE

e L S s

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Selected characterisiics of househoids Capital city Other urban Rural Tota!

- — per cent —

’ Type of private dwelling

X Separate house 76.6 83.9 92.2 834
Other dwelling/not stated{a) ) 23.4 16.1 7.8 16.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Type of landlord
Private 420 21.2 143 26.1
Community . 4.6 15.1 574 209
State housing 472 537 11.0 42.5
Other government 36 2.6 73 39
Other(b) #+27 73 10.1 6.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Weekly rent
$0-47 17.2 21.6 59.0 283
$48-77 28.0 36.5 26.7 318
S78-107 14.1 19.5 5.6 14.9
R108-137 14.5 13.7 **34 11.7

- $138-167 16.0 54 *0.3 7.6

L $168 and over 10.2 3.2 5.0 5.3

' Total 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0
Household income
$0-12,000 134 11.2 89 11.4
$12,001-25,000 301 30.5 233 28.8
§25,001-40,000 240 225 22.6 23.0
£40,00] or more 14.7 18.2 228 18.t
Not stated 17.8 17.7 223 18.7
Total 100.0 100.0 HHL.O 100.0

F Household income after housing costs

$0-12,000 222 18.7 10.6 18.0
$12,0(1-25,000 298 307 249 29.2
$25,001-40,000 184 16.1 211 179
$40,001 or more 10.1 14.2 17.7 137
Not stated 185 19.5 249 204
Total 100.0 100.0 1840.0 100.0
Whether any person employed in househotd
One or more persons working 579 555 724 59.9
Ne one working 42.1 445 276 40.1
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000
Tatal ("000) 18.2 28.6 128 59.6

(a} includes flars, semi-detached, improvised and other dwellings. (b} Includes employer-provided housing and cor stated,
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TABLE 2.9 SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF PURCHASER HOUSEHOLDS BY PART OF STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Selected characteristics of households(a) Capital cities Outside capital cities Total
— per cent —

Type of private dwelling
Separate house 96.1 92.1 94.3
Other dwelling(b) **0.8 ** 48 *2.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Maenihly housing loan repayment
$0-475 378 56.2 46.2
Over 3475 59.7 40.9 51.1
Total 1440 100,0 100.0
Household income
$0-25,000 206 18.1 19.4
$25,001 or more 67.7 64.4 66.2
Taotal 100.0 140.0 100.0
Household income after housing costs
$0-25,000 29.0 256 27.5
525,001 or more 56.1 514 54.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Whether any person employed in household
One or more persons working 95.% 79.7 88.1
No one working **49 203 1.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total ("000} 59 4.9 10.8

{a) Within gach category, figures do not always add to 100% due to a proportien of 'not stated’ responses. (b} includes flats, semi-detached,
improvised and other dwellings.

TABLE 2,10 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : AYERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD BY NUMBER OF
BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY PART OF STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994
MNumber of bedrooms Households
in dwelling Capiral city Cther urban Rural Total {"000)(a)
0-1 bedrooms 1.7 25 39 29 5.4
2 bedrooms 2.7 29 40 32 124
3 bedrooms 34 4.0 52 4.0 527
4 bedrooms 48 55 53 52 11.9
5 or more bedrooms 52 59 6.2 58 2.1
Total 15 4.0 4.9 4.1 845

(a} Total number of households exciudes "not stated’,
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TABLE 2.11 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : AVERAGE NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN
PER HOUSEHOLD{a) BY NUMBER OF BEDROOMS IN DWELLING BY PART OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Number of bedrooms

in dwelling Capital city Orher urban Rural Total
0-1 bedrooms 1.4 2.9 2.7 25
2 bedrooms 207 1.8 2.6 2.1
3 bedrooms 21 23 2.7 2.3
4 bedrooms 29 31 2.8 29
5 or more bedrooms 19 33 2.9 2.6
Total 2.2 24 2.7 24

{a) In hauseholds with dependent children.

TABLE 2.12 HOUSEHOCLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS (a) : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY WHETHER
DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF THE HOUSEHOLD BY PART OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1594

Total
Selected characteristics of househalds(b) Satisfied Not satisfied Total(b} {600
CAPITAL CITY
— percent—
Nature of oceupancy of dwelling
Renters 754 244 100.0 18.2
Home owners(c) 921 79 100.0 7
Number of hedrooms in dwelling
O-1 bedrooms 68.9 ** 310 100.0 1.4
2 bedrooms 67.3 327 100.0 30
3 bedrooms 836 16.4 100.0 180
4 or mare bedrooms R7.1 129 100 35
Number of usual residents in houschold
One or two 89.3 8.5 100.0 98
Three 85.3 138 C 1000 5.0
Four 81.7 18.3 100.0 58
Five 68.0 320 100.0 4.0
Six OT seven 629 365 - 100.0 32
Eight or more 64,2 **3 100.0 0.7
Total 80.5 18.5 1006 8.6
OTHER URBAN
— percent—
Nature of occupancy of dwelling
Renters 784 215 i00.0 286
Home owners{c) 95.7 **43 100.0 77
Number of bedrooms in dwelling
O-1 bedrooms BS.8 *¥ 142 100.0 1.3
2 bedrooms 742 258 100.0 5.6
3 bedrooms 82.9 17.1 100.0 244
4 or more bedroomns 86.1 13.6 100.0 5.2
Number of usual residents in household
One or two 914 8.6 100.0 101
Three 86.2 11.3 100.0 6.8
Four 86.3 13.1 100.0 7.7
Five ' 75.8 230 100.0 54
5ix or seven 65.3 31.5 100.0 5.1
Eight or more 473 51.1 100.0 2.1
Total ' 8.t 17.6 100.0 371
{a) Excluding improvised dwellings (b} Rows do not add to 100% due to a proportion of *net stated” responses. {c} Includes purchasers.
{continued)
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TABLE 2.12 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS (3) : SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY WHETHER
DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF THE HOUSEHOLD BY PART OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Total

Selecied characteristics of k. holds(h) Satisfied Not satisfied Total(h) {'000)
RURAL
— per cent —
Nature of occupancy of dwelling
Reriters 68.9 309 100.0 12.8
Homie owners{c) 89.0 * 104 100.0 4.2
Number of bedrooms in dwelling
0-1 bedrooms 564 43.6 100.0 1.4
2 bedrooms 64.3 35.7 100.0 37
3 bedrooms 74.2 254 100.0 103
4 or more bedrooms 81.% 181 100.0 _ 33
Number of usual residents in bousehold
One or two 86.7 * 100 1000 4.6
Three 82.0 ** 170 100.0 2.8
Four 81.7 163 100.0 2.8
Five 68.1 305 160.0 2.7
Six or seven 66.2 nz 1000 kN
Eight or more 350 60.2 100.0 i3
Total 70.6 26,9 100.0 194
TOTAL
— per cent —

Nature of occupancy of dwelling
Renters 755 244 100.0 549.6
Home owners(c) 92.8 7.1 100.0 216
Number of bedrooms in dwelllng
0-1 bedrooms 69.8 302 100.0 4.0
2 bedrooms 69.5 30.5 100.0 124
3 bedrooms 814 18.5 100.0 527
4 or more bedrooms 85.5 4.4 100.0 14.1
Number of usual residents in household
Ome or two 897 88 100.0 24.5
Three 85.% i32 100.0 14.6
Four 83.9 155 100.0 16.4
Five 71.5 217 100.0 12.4
Six or saven 64.9 330 100.0 1.4
Eight or more 425 538 100.0 6.1
Total 78.5 20.0 100.0 85.1
(a) Excluding improvised dwellings (b) Rows de not add vo 100% due to 2 proportion of "not stated’ resp (c) includes purch
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TABLE 2.13 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES AND SERVICES BY PART OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Dwelling characteristics(a} Capital city Other urban Rural Total
- per cent —

Number of toilets

No toilet *07 > 10 9.0 2.8

One or more toilets 98.3 97.8 88.8 95.8

Total 1.0 100.0 160.0 160.0

Whether dwelling has bathroom/shower

Yes 976 96.3 87.1 94.6

No **14 22 10.5 39

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 10.0

Whether running water connected

Running water connected 986 97.5 90.1 96.1

Neo running water conmected =05 ** 1.1 7.4 24

Total 10040 100.0 100.0 1.0

Whether dwelling has electricity/gas

coanected

Yes 98.7 98.1 90.2 96.4

No =01 ** 0.6 7.2 20

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 104.0

All breakdowns in household utilities in

last four weeks

Affected households 8.6 73 127 g0

Not affected households 899 89.7 789 87.2

Total 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0

Dwelling is missing art feast ome

household utllity {(b)

Has at least one utility missing 27 2.5 133 5.1

Not affected by missing utilities 96.1 95.9 84.2 93.2

Total 100.0 1040 100.0 160.0

Other services

Garbage collected 975 98.7 76.2 930

Dwelling situated on a sealed road 93.1 898 50.6 B1.6

Total (") 28.6 373 205 86.4

() Within each category, figures do not always add to 100% due to a proportion of *not stated” responses. (b} Missing utility conld be toilet, bathroom or shower,

running water, electricity or gas.
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TABLE 2.14 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE OF AND DISTANCE TO SERVICE BY

PART OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1984

Type of service 0-25 kon Over 25 km Totalfa)

CAPITAL CITY

-— per cent —
Hospital 96.0 30 100.0
Community Health Centre 98.9 ** 11 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 80.0 18.0 100.0
Aboriginat Legal Service 78.1 21.% 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 84.0 156 100.0
Palice Station 100.0 **>00 100.0
Court House 96.1 2.6 100.0
Pie-school/Primary school 100.0 “* 00 100.0
Secondary schools 100.0 ** 0.6 160.0
TAFE and/or University 975 20.6 100.0

OTHER URBAN

— per cent—
Hospital 923 7.7 100.0
Community Health Centre 92,5 6.4 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 43.1 48.1 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 508 492 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 49.8 49.1 100.0
Police Station 98.9 *11 100.0
Court House 96.0 40 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 1060.0 **0.0 100.0
Secondary schools 97.2 10.0 100.0
TAFE and/or University 72.0 80.5 100.0

RURAL

— percent—
Hospital 404 57.0 100.0
Community Health Centre 65.4 L7 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 263 70.6 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 9.6 87.8 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 86 872 100.0
Police Station 649 325 100.0
Court House 39.1 576 1000
Pre-school/Primary school 928 79 100.0
Secondary schools 569 639 100.0
TAFE and/or University 196 94.5 100.0

TOTAL

— per cent —
Hospital 81.2 17.8 100.0
Community Health Centre 88.2 10.7 100.0
Aboriginal Medical Service 538 432 100.0
Aboriginal Legal Service 50.1 493 100.0
Legal Aid Commission 514 470 100.0
Police Station 912 82 100.0
Court House 826 16.2 100.0
Pre-school/Primary school 08.3 1.9 100.0
Secondary schools 83.6 19.6 100.0
TAFE and/or University 68.1 64.0 100.0

{(a) Rows do not add 10 100% duc to a smali proportion of *not stated” responses.
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TABLE 2.15 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS : TYPE AND AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH PROFESSIONAL BY PART

OF STATE
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Tvpe of heaith professional Permanent Visiting Not available Totalfa)

CAPITAL CITY

— per cent —
Doctor/GP 957 43 **00 100.0
Nurse 930 6.1 **09 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 74.8 7.8 15.8 100.0
Dentist 96.3 **0.1 25 104.0
Mental Health Services . 831 43 109 100.0
Ante-natal Services 94.6 **14 33 100.0
Diiabetic Services 922 2.5 52 1000
Women’s Health Services 949 2.1 30 100.0
Baby Health Services 96.9 2.1 ** 1.0 100.0

CTHER URBAN

— percent—
Doctor/GP 949 3R **06 1000
Nurse 96.5 1.8 1.7 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 735 10.9 149 100.0
Dentist 758 9.2 145 100.0
Mental Health Services 58.8 15.6 243 1000
Ante-natal Services 787 96 11.0 100.0
Diabetic Services 749 1.4 113 130.0
Women's Health Services 714 120 14,2 100.0
Baby Health Services 86.2 10.7 23 1000

RURAL

— per cent —
Doctor/GP 413 389 17.2 100.0
Nurse 700 84 19.0 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 477 165 37 100.0
Dentist 18.5 248 54.1 100.0
Mental Health Services 136 10.1 73.7 100.0
Ante-natal Services 36.1 183 43.0 100.0
Diabetic Services 429 15.7 389 100.0
Women's Health Services 348 253 313 1006.0
Baby Health Services 450 327 17.6 100.0

TOTAL

-—- per cent -—-
Doctor/GP 824 123 43 100.0
Nurse . 89.1 48 56 100.0
Aboriginal Health Worker 678 11.2 19.2 100.0
Dentist 69.0 99 19.9 1006.0
Mental Health Services 56.1 10.6 313 100.0
Ante-natzl Services 739 8.9 16.0 10G.0
Diabetic Services 73.1 9.5 15.8 100.0
Women's Health Services 705 1.9 16.0 100.0
Baby Health Services 80.0 13.1 55 100.0

{a} Rows do not add to 100%: due to a small properticn of "not stated’ responses.
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TABLE 2.16 HOUSEHOLDS IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS (a) : HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION BY WHETHER

DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF THE HOUSEHOLD BY PART OF STATE

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Total
Household composition Satisfied Not satisfied Totalfh) {'000)
—— per cent—
Indigenous members
only
Capital city 773 205 100.0 129
Other urban 793 19.3 100.0 22,5
Rural 62.3 344 100.0 13.9
Total 74.0 239 100.0 49.3
Includes non—
Indigenous members
Capital city 83.1 16.8 100.0 15.7
Other urban 83.7 15.0 100.0 14.6
Rural 91.8 **74 100.0 54
Total 84.7 14.7 100.0 357
Total
Capital city 80.5 18.5 100.0 286
Other urban g1.1 17.6 100.0 37.1
Rural 70.6 26.9 100.0 194
Total 78.5 20.0 10.0 85.1

(2} Excludes improvised dwellings (b) Rows do not add te 100% due to a small proportion of "not siated” responses.

[THOM



CHAPTER 3

INTRODUCTION

LOCATION

NATURE OF QCCUPANCY

CHARACTERISTICS OF
RENTERS, PURCHASERS
AND OWNERS

SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIGENOUS
AUSTRALIANS

Whereas chapters 1 and 2 focus on Indigenous households, this chapter
presents information about the people in those households. Its aim is to
explore the possible relationships between housing and people in regards to
their location, environmental conditions, socioceconomic status and health
and well-being.

Of the estimated 293,800 Indigenous people living in private dwellings, 27%
resided in capital cities, 43% lived in other urban areas and 30% of people
lived in rural areas at the time of the survey. This compared to a household
distribution of 33% of Indigenous households in capital cities, 43% of
households in other urban areas and 24% of households in rural areas. The
following table shows the distribution of Indigenous adults and children by
location,

3-1 DISTRIBUTION CF INDIGENOUS PECPLE BY AGE, 1294

Age 0-14 Age 15 and over  Alf persons
Location % % %
Capital city 27 ‘ 27 27
Other urban centres 45 42 43
Rural 28 31 30
Total {'000s} 116.4 177.4 293.8

About 74% of Indigenous persons were living in the 69% of private
dwellings that were rented (table 3.4). In urban areas especially, older
people were more likely than younger people to be living in dwellings that
were owned or being purchased. Note that in some rural areas, there may
be no opportunity to purchase, for example where dwellings are on
community owned land.

Indigenous people aged 15 years and over living in rented accommodation
were more likely to be economically disadvantaged than people in dwellings
owned or being purchased For example, they were more likely (table 3.5):
B 1o earn less;

B to receive most of their income through government payments; and

B to be unemployed.

People aged 15 years and over living in rented dwellings were also
distinguished by the fact that more of them:

B had difficulty speaking English; and

® identified with an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander clan, tribal or
language group.
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SATISFACTION WITH
DWELLING

CHARACTERISTICS OF
OCCUPANTS LIVING IN
UNSATISFACTORY DWELLINGS

Many Indigenous people leading traditional lifestyles live in remote areas
and may be unable to purchase a home for a variety of reasons, including
lack of available private dwellings.

About 79% of dwellings were reported to satisfy the needs of the household.
However, only 66% of the Indigenous population lived in these dwellings,
meaning that approximately one in three people were living in dwellings
that were reported as unsatisfactory in 1994,

In general, children were slightly more likely than adults to be living in
dwellings which were described as unsatisfactory.

3 2 SATISFACTION WITH DWELLING BY AGE AND LOCATION:
" INDIGENOUS PERSONS?!

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
dwellings dwellings
Age and location % %
0-14
Capital city 70 28
Other urban areas 70 28
Rural areas 51 42
15 and over
Capital city 73 22
Other urban areas 73 22
Rural areas 52 41
Total &6 30

1 Rows do not add to 100% due to  small proportion of ‘not stated’ responses.

Comparing the characteristics of Indigenous people aged 15 vears and over
who were living in satisfactory dwellings with those who were not, the
following general observations can be made about those living in dwellings
that were not satisfactory (table 3.7):

B they were more likely to earn less than $12,000;

B their main source of income was more likely to be government payments;
and

® it was more likely that they were employed in Community Development
Employment Project (CDEP) schemes or were not in the labour force.

People who are economically disadvantaged obviously have a much reduced
possibility of choosing their preferred dwelling and therefore are more likely
to have to endure inadequate housing conditions.

Those living in unsatisfactory housing were also more likely to be more
traditional people i.e. those who identified with a clan or tribal group.
These people generally live outside the major urban areas and have limited
housing choices available to them.
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PERSCNS AFFECTED BY
BREAKDOWN IN HOUSEHOLD
UTILITIES

HOUSING AND HEALTH
RELATIONSHIPS

The estimates from the survey show that Indigenous people using
community rental housing were the most affected by broken down utilities.
The situation was most serious in rural areas where 23% of the Indigenous
population living in community housing were affected. Refer to table 3.8
for a fuller exposition.

As shown in chapter 1, Indigenous people, particularly those living in
community housing, were generally paying quite a low proportion of their
low incomes in rent in 1994. As discussed previously, peopie living in
rented dwellings were more likely to be disadvantaged economically and
may therefore find it difficult to pay more. Revenue from rent then becomes
insufficient to enable repair and maintenance of houses and utilities, which
because of their remoteness, may also be more costly to repair.

BREAKDOWN IN HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES BY TYPE OF LANDLORD:
INDIGENOUS PERSONS LIVING N PRIVATE DWELLINGS

3.3

Affected Toilet not Electricity not Water not
househoids  working working working
Type of landiord % % % %
All areas
Private rental 10 5 3 4
Community housing 19 10 6 6
State housing 12 4 3
Other government 8 **2 **1 **5
Total {% persons living in
private dwellings) 12 5 3 4
Total (% households) 9 4 3 3

The relationship between housing conditions and health status as reported
in the NATSIS is at best suggestive. While it is reasonable to expect that poor
hygiene and living conditions would affect health, no definite conclusions
can be drawn from the survey results. It should be noted that health
conditions were self-reported and health status self-assessed.

The tables cannot capture the complexities of the issues involved in the area
of environmental health. For example, the presence of running water, a
shower and toilet, does not mean that people are living in healthy
conditions and should therefore suffer less incidence of disease. One would
need to look at the adequacy of the water supply, the way in which facilities
were used and maintained and the number of people using them.
Communal facilities and facilities in overcrowded and poorly maintained
dwellings may be almost as much a risk factor as not having a facility at all.

Any link between housing conditions and health status could involve a
relationship between exposure to a past environmental health risk and a
current heaith condition. The extent of people's exposure o such risks in
the past cannot be assessed from the survey data.

Furthermore, the data presented here are at a national level as the numbers
involved in any more detailed breakdown are small. National figures may
obscure the extremes of circumstances and conditions in which Indigenous
people live.
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KEY FINDINGS

Tables 3.9 and 3.10 present information about all reported conditions,
whether recent (experienced in the last two weeks) or long-term (lasting
longer than six months). The data in tables 3.11 and 3.12 concern those
conditions that motivated a person to take a health action, such as taking
medication or visiting a doctor, in the two weeks preceding interview.

The potential health risk factors examined included lack of running water,
location of a dwelling on an unsealed road, absence of a garbage collection
in a community, no toilet in a dwelling, no bathroom in a dwelling and the
use of shared bathroom facilities.

Diseases such as infectious and parasitic diseases, diarrhoea, skin diseases,
and ill-defined conditions were reported more frequently by people
exposed to some, but not all of the health risk factors examined. Contrary to
expectations, respiratory diseases and otitis media (middle ear infection)
were more commonly reported by people who were not exposed to the
above health risk factors.

The main points presented in this chapter are summarised below:

® most Indigenous people were living in rented dwellings although the
proportion declined with age, particularly in urban areas;

® Indigenous people aged 15 years and over who were living in rented
accommodation were usually those economically disadvantaged although
the option to purchase dwellings may not be available for some people;

B Indigenous people leading traditional lifestyles, generally those in rural
areas, had limited housing choices available to them and were more likely
to be living in dwellings that were described as unsatisfactory;

® Indigenous people renting their housing from community organisations
were more likely to be affected by breakdown in household utilities; and

® there is little evidence of a relationship between housing conditions and
health status in the NATSIS data; this could be due to a variety of reasons
and may suggest areas for further analysis.
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TABLE 3.4 PERSONS WHO ARE OF ABORIGINAL OR TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER ORIGIN : AGE GROUP BY PART OF STATE BY
NATURE OF OCCUPANCY OF DWELLING
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Nature of occupancy

Living in dwellings

Living in rented owned or being Totat
Age group and location dwellings purchased Other/not stated Total {000
— per cent—
0-14 years
Capital city 73.4 253 13 t00.0 318
Other urhan 82.6 14.3 30 100.0 522
Rural 0.2 13.8 16.0 100.0 323
Total 76.6 172 6.2 100.0 116.4
15-44 years
Capital city 67.6 30.5 1.9 100.0 392
Other urban 8Lé 14.8 36 100.0 598
Rural 68.1 13.6 18.3 16¢.0 427
Total 73.7 18.8 7.6 10410 141.7
45 years and over
Capital city 607 38.7 0.6 100.0 8.8
Other urban 68.5 279 36 100.0 147
Rural 65.4 143 199 100.0 12.2
Taotal 65.5 26.1 84 100.0 357
Total all ages
Capital city 69.1 293 Ls 1000 708
Other urban 80.5 16.1 33 106.0 126.7
Rural 68.5 139 17.6 100.0 87.2
Total 739 19.9 7.1 100.0 2938
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ES T

TABLE 3.5 INDIGENOUS PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER LIVING IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS: PERSONAL AND ECONOMIC

ATTRIBUTES BY NATURE OF OCCUPANCY

AUSTRALIA, 1994
Nature of occupancy
Living in Living in
Living in rented  dweliings being dwellings rhat
Personal and economic attributes dwellings purchased are owned Other Totai(a)
— per cent -—
Personal income ($)
0-12,000 60.1 431 598 679 58.8
12,001-25,000 295 245 228 25.1 280
25,001 or more 8.9 29.5 159 50 11.4
Total 100.0 100.¢ 106.0 1000 100.0
Main source of income
Eamned income
Non-CDEP 204 552 338 g5 24.5
CDEP{b) 89 w22 54 206 87
Government payments 59.9 272 442 558 4.7
No meome 9.4 125 15.1 120 10.4
Total 100.¢ 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0
Labour force status
Employed
Non CDEP 27 584 36.5 113 26.9
CDEP 9.7 *#*322 57 230 9.4
Unemployed 256 134 12.4 15.2 224
Not in Labour Force 420 26.0 454 5003 413
Total 100.6 100.0 10,0 100.0 106.0
Difficulty communicating in English (c)
No difficulty B5 R 972 953 743 87.2
Has difficulty 13.8 **18 4.6 255 12.4
Total 1000 100.0 100.0 1600 100.0
Whether identifies with
clan tribal or language group
Identifies 62.5 456 359 89.6 9.8
Does not identify 318 49.1 58.8 7.1 348
Does not know if identifies 5.6 5.3 49 ** 3 5.3
Total 100.0 160.0 1000 1640 1010
Total (*000) 127.8 17.4 18.5 104 177.4

(a) Within each category, figures do not always add to 100% due to a proportion of "not stated'responses. {b) Community Development Employment Projects. (c) Refer to

glossary for more details about this variable.
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TABLE 3.6 INDIGENOUS PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER LIVING IN RENTED DWELLINGS: PERSONAL AND
ECONOMIC ATTRIBUTES BY TYPE OF LANDILORD
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Type of landlord
Other
Personal and economic atiributes Private  Community _ State housing  government Cther(u) Total(b)
—per cent —

Personal income ($)
0-12,000 524 65.8 59.2 56.7 633 60.1
12,001-25,000 327 26.8 30.8 312 241 295
25,001 or more 13.6 5.7 8.4 11.3 12,4 8.9
Total 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10H.0
Maian source of income
Earned income

Non-CDEP 340 138 16.5 323 273 204

CDEP{c) ** 1.6 202 31 **74 10.7 89
Government payments 52.1 542 7.4 5258 52.7 559
No meome 11.1 99 84 **6.5 9.0 24
Total 10.0 100.0 100.0 190.0 186.0 1000
Lzbour force status
Employed

Non CDEP 37.1 15.3 19.1 34.6 290 227

CDEP ** 1.6 221 35 **75 11.4 9.7
Unemployed 202 20.0 290 228 24.4 25.6
Not in Labour Force 320 426 434 352 352 42.0
Total 100.¢ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 104,90
Difficulty communicating in English (d)
No difficulty 88.3 79.4 888 90.1 89.2 858
Has difficulty 11.7 202 10.8 **79 106 13.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1.0 10430
Whether identifies with
clan tribal or language group
identifies 47.1 80.8 54.4 58.0 69.5 62.5
Does nat identify 422 163 398 378 247 318
Does not know if identifies 0.6 27 56 **4.2 **56 5.6
Total 100.9 100.¢ 100.0 100.¢ 160.0 100.0
Total (*000) 243 40.2 49.0 5.2 8.7 127.8

{2) Includes employer-provided housing and not stated. (b Within each category, figures do not always add to 100% due to a propertion of 'not stated” responses.
(¢} Cormnonity Deveiopment Empleyment Projects. (d) Refer to glossary for more details about this variable.
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TABLE 3.7 INDIGENOUS PERSONS AGED 15 YEARS AND OVER LIVING IN PRIVATE DWELLINGS:
PERSONAL AND ECONOMIC ATTRIBUTES BY WHETHER DWELLING SATISFIES THE NEEDS OF
THE HOUSEHOLD

AUSTRALIA, 1994
Living in Living in
satisfactory unsaystactory
Personal and economic attributes dwellings dwellings Total{a)
—per cent —

Personal income (8)
0-12,000 56.7 63.8 58.8
12,001-25,000 28.1 279 28.0
25,001 or more : 13.6 6.5 114
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Main source of income
Earned mcome

Non-CDEP 296 13.2 245

CDEP(h) 6.1 142 87
Government payments 51.9 6l.1 4.7
No income 10.8 9.7 1.4
Tuotal 100.0 100.0 1400
L.abour force status
Emploved

Non CDEP 31.9 15.8 269

CDEP 6.5 15.8 94
Unemployed 225 218 224
Not in Labour Force 191 46.6 41.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.4
Difficulty communicating in English (¢)
No difficulty 909 78.7 872
Has difficulty 88 2510 124
Total 100,0 100.0 100.4
Whether identifies with
clan tribal or language group
Identifics 52.1 774 508
Does not identify 41.9 183 348
Does not know if identifies 58 4.1 5.3
Total 100.0 100.6 100.0
Total {*000) 1223 . 51.8 1774

(&) Within each category, figures do ot always add 10 100% due to a proportion of *not stated’responses. (b} Community Development
Employment Projects. () Refer to glossary for more details about this variable,
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TABLE 3.8 INDIGENQUS PERSONS LIVING IN RENTED DWELLINGS : TYPE OF LANDLORD BY WHETHER AFFECTED BY

BREAKDOWN IN HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES IN LAST FOUR WEEKS

AUSTRALIA, 1994

Orher
Breakdowns in household uiilities Private Community State housing government Other{a) Total
CAPITAL CITY

— per cent —
ANl brezkdowns in household
utllities in last four weeks
Affected households 9.1 115 149 178 1.4 12.5
Not affected households 20.7 885 839 822 98.6 868
Not stared 0.2 * 0.0 1.2 **0.0 > 0.0 0.7
Total 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 104.¢ 100.0
Whether household utilities not
warked in last four weeks (b)
Toilet not working 0.9 29 54 **0.0 14 34
Water not working 4.4 43 2.7 44 *0.0 33
Eleciricity or gas net working 43 43 8.8 134 ** 0.0 7.0
None of these 90.7 88.5 839 822 98.6 86.8
Total {*HH) 17.8 39 26.8 22 L6 §5.2

OTHER URBAN

— per ¢ent—
All breakdowns in household
utilitles in last four weeks
Affected households 132 12.5 99 23 6.2 10.4
Not affected households 84.0 87.5 8838 97.7 938 88.4
Not stated 28 *#* 0.0 13 *00 * 00 1.1
Total 1.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 190.0 100.0
Whether household utilities not
worked in last four weeks (b)
Toilet not working 9.3 7.0 38 0.5 2.8 5.2
Water not working 40 25 43 0.9 20 3.6
Electricity or gas not working 1.8 69 34 1.7 1.8 37
None of these 84.0 875 88.8 97 93.8 884
Total {*000} 15.7 215 54.2 2.6 8.1 102.0

RURAL

— per cent—
All brezkdowns in household
utilities in last four weeks
Affected households 6.7 226 15.6 92 24.1 19.7
Not affected households 9313 76.7 844 908 748 79.7
Not stated **0.0 08 ** 00 *»00 1.1 G.6
Total 100.9 1000 100.0 100.0 106.0 100.0
Whether household utilities not
worked in last four weeks (b)
Toilet not working 43 123 4.7 4.5 4.6 87
Water not working 43 7.3 21 8.8 58 6.5
Electricity or gas not working **0.0 8.0 9.3 2.1 13.8 1.5
MNone of these 93.3 76.7 84.4 9038 74.8 79.7
Total {*000) 5.6 40.¢ 5.2 4.0 4.9 59.8

{a) Includes employer provided housing and not stated.

{b) Figures in this category may add to more than 100% because more than ene utility may have not been working.

(continued)
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TABLE 3.8 INDIGENOQUS PERSONS LIVING IN RENTED DWELLINGS : TYPE OF LANDLORID BY WHETHER AFFECTED BY
BREAKDOWN IN HOUSEHOLD UTILITIES IN LAST FOUR WEEKS
AUSTRALIA, 1994

Other
Breakdowns in b hoid writities Private Community Sigte howusing government Otherfa) Total
TOTAL
per cent —
All breakdowns in household
utilities in last four weeks
Affected households 0.4 18.& 119 93 i16 13.5
Not aftected households 88.4 80.9 86.0 90.7 83.0 85.6
Not stated 1.2 .5 1.2 = (.0 04 09
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.¢ 160.0 100.0
Whether household utilities not
worked in last four weeks (b)
Toilet not working 438 10.0 4.4 2.2 32 6.0
Water not working 4.2 5.5 kX 54 3.0 4.3
Electricity or gas not working 2.7 7.4 5.6 4.8 3.6 5.6
None of these 884 80.9 86.9 anz 88.0 85.6
Total {000} 3.1 65.3 89.2 88 14.6 217.0

(2) Includes employer provided housing and not stated. (b Figures in this category may add to more than 100% because more than one utility may have not been working,
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

DATA SOURCES

Scope of this pubiication

FURTHER INFORMATION

RELATED PUBLICATIONS

1 This publication presents information about the housing stock and the
housing conditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander households and
people from the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey
(NATSIS) which was conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
in 1994. This was the first national survey of Australia's Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.

2 The estimates derived from the survey are based on a sample of
approximately 5,000 dwellings (17,500 people) throughout Australia. This
comprised about 6.6% of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
population.

3 Indigenous households and persons in private dwellings are the focus of
this publication. From the NATSIS, it was estimated that there were 86,400
households in private dwellings and 293,800 Indigenous persons resided in
these dwellings. Persons living in special dwellings such as prisons, hostels
and caravan parks have been excluded from this publication.

4 Where possible, comparisons have been made between the Indigenous
popuiation and the non-Indigenous population or the total Australian
population where the non-Indigenous population has not been available.
The source of these data is the Australian Housing Survey (AHS) which was
conducted by the ABS in 1994.

5 For the technical and explanatory notes about the NATSIS, and for
population estimates and benchmarks, readers should refer to National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey 1994: Detailed

Findings (4190.0).

6 For detailed information about thi:\the AHS, please refer to 1994
Australian Housing Survey (4182.0).

7 The following related publications may be of interest:

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: ATSIC
Regional Statistics (4196.0.00.001-036)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Australia's
Indigenous Youth (4197.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Employment
Outcomes for Indigenous Australians (4199.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: State
Statistics (4190.1-7)

8 The following publications are due for release in 1996:

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: Healtb of
Indigenous Australians (4395.0)

1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey: A Social Atlas
(4155.0)

Mortality of Indigenous Australians (3315.0)
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SYMBOLS 9 The following symbols, where shown in a column of figures or elsewhere
in tables, mean:

n.a. not available

. not applicable

ik subject to high sampling variability. Estimates preceded by ** have a
relative standard error of 25% or more. For further information about
sampling variability, readers should refer to the Technical Notes
on Sample Design and Variability in National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Survey: Detailed Findings (4190.0).

10 All figures have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between
sums of the component items and totals.
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GLOSSARY

Aboriginal

Aboriginal legal services

Actions taken

Adult

AHS

ATSIC Regions and
Torres Strait Area

Australian Housing
Survey

Availability of health
professional

Bedrooms

Capital city

CDEP
Clan/tribal/language groups

Community landlord

Community Development
Employment Projects

A person who identifies himself or herself to be of Aboriginal origin. In ABS
collections this is ascertained by asking the question ‘Are you of Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander origin?’ Persons who answered yes were then
asked to indicate whether they were Aboriginal, Torres Strail Islander, or
both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander. In the NATSIS, persons aged 13
years and over were asked directly, whereas persons aged 12 years and
under were identified by a responsible adult in the household, usually a
parent.

Services established to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
with legal matters.

Refers 1o specific actions persons took with regard to their health in the two
weeks prior to interview.

Person aged 15 years or more.
See Australian Housing Survey.

Refers 10 36 defined geographic areas, each represented by an ATSIC
Regional Council or the Torres Strait Regional Authority.

The Australian Housing Survey (AHS) was conducted by the ABS in 1994 It
covered 15,700 dwellings in both rural and urban areas in all States and
Territories, with the exception of Jervis Bay Territory. The survey covered
persons aged 15 years and over in private dwellings only and included an
Indigenous identifier. Persons in improvised homes and special dwellings
were excluded. Where possible, data on the non-Indigenous population
from the AHS have been included in this publication for comparison.

Refers 1o health professionals within 25 km of where interviewed.
‘Permanent’ is available at least three days per week. ‘Visiting’ is-available
between two days per week and once 2 month. ‘Not available’ is available
less than once a month or not available at all.

Refers 1o rooms specifically designed as bedrooms. Excludes other rooms
designed for living purposes which may double as sleeping areas, such as
sleepouts and verandahs.

Includes all State and Territory capital city Statistical Divisions, but not
Canberra.

See Community Development Employment Projects.

Refers to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups within Australia,
Refers to dwellings owned by community organisations, predominantly
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander organisations. It includes housing
associations, land councils and community councils.

The Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP scheme),
operate through grants from ATSIC to Indigenous community organisations

to enable individuals to undertake community managed activities in return
for wages.
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Dependent children

Difficulty
communicating in
English

Earned income

Emploved persons

Environmental health
risk factors

Government payments

Home ownership

Household

Household composition

Household income

Housing costs

Improvised dwelling

Indigenous

Indigenous household

Any children in a household less than 15 years of age or aged 15-24 years
who are full-time students, and not themselves part of a couple relationship
or a parent.

Respondents were asked whether they had difficulty understanding people
or being understood when they went 1o a service or office where only
English was spoken. Thosc¢ who said yes to either or both were classified as
having difficulty communicating in English.

Income derived from wages and salaries, or from own business, trade or
profession. -

Persons aged 15 years and over who in the week prior to the interview
worked for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind in a job or business,
or on a farm (comprising employees, employers and self-employed persons).

Aspects of housing and infrastructure that, over time, could lead to a
deterioration in people’s health. Examples are not having running water,
having no bathing facilities or sharing communal facilities, and living in areas
where there is no garbage collection.

Includes Newstart allowance, Jobsearch, age pension, sickness allowance,
disability support pension, sole parent pension, family payments, rent
assistance, ABSTUDY and other government payments.

Data for home ownership are an aggregate of data for purchasers and
owners.

Consists of a person living alone, or two or more related or unrelated
persons who live and eat together in private residential accommodation.
See also ‘Indigencus household’.

Refers to the mix of Indigenous and non-Indigenous persons in the
household. In the NATSIS, non-Indigenous people residing in households
with Indigenous people were included so that information for households
would be complete,

Refers 10 the total gross income from wages and salaries and government
paymenis of all persons 15 years and over who usually live in the household.
The total household income was not calculated if usual residents of the
household were missing at the time of the interview.

For the NATSIS, rent or mortgage payments. For the AHS, rent, rates,
mortgage repayments, body corporate fees, repayments on loans for
alterations and additions, and repairs and mainienance expenses,

A private dwelling such as a tent or a shed that does not have working
kitchen, woilet or bathroom facilities,

Persons 13 vears and over, who identified themselves to be of Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander origin. Persons 12 yecars and under were
identified by a responsible adult in the household, usually a parent.

A household was categorised as Indigenous if one or more members of the
household identified as being of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
origin. The NATSIS definition of Indigenous household differs from the
Census definition. According to the Census definition, a household is
Indigenous if the reference person or his/her spouse is Indigenous.
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Labour force

Labour force status

Legal Aid Commission

Long-term condition

NATSIS

Nature of occupancy

Not in the labour force

Other government
landiord

Other landlord

Other renter

Other urban

Owner-occupied
dwelling

Part of State

Personal income

Private landlord/private

renter

Private dwelling

Public renter

Persons aged 15 years and over who were either employed or unemployed.

A classification of persons 15 years and over into employed, unemployed or
not in the labour force.

Services available to all Australians who meet certain income requirements,
commonly referred to as ‘Legal Aid’.

Health condition (illness, injury, or disability) which had lasted for six
months or more.

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey.

Refers 1o the tenure type of a household, which is the source of the legal
right of a household to occupy a dwelling. Examples include owners,
purchasers, and renters. ‘Other’ includes improvised dwellings.

Persons aged 15 years and over who were not employed or unemployed as
defined.

Refers to dwellings owned by the Commonwealth Government and State,
Territory and local governments, other than housing authorities and
employer provided housing.

Refers o rented dwellings other than those rented through private,
community, State housing or other government landlords, and includes
employer provided housing.

Term used in the AHS to refer to those who rented from an owner/manager
of caravan park, a government authority employer, another employer, a
housing cooperative/community/church group or ancther type of landlord.

Inchudes zall centres with a total population of 1,000 or over, excluding
capital cities.

Dwelling owned by at least one of the usual members (Indigenous or
non-Indigenous) of the household at the time of the survey. ‘Owned’ is
where the person has completed paying off their house, or where the house
is owned without any loan.

A geographical split of Australia into capital cities, other urban and rural
areas.

Refers 1o the gross income a person received at the time of interview in the
form of wages and salaries and government payments.

Refers to all privately-owned dwellings rented directly or through a real
estate agent. Private renters in the AHS are those who rented from a real
estate agent, a parent/other relative not in the same household or another
person not in the same household.

The premises occupied by a household and includes houses, flats, home
units, garages, tents and improvised houses. It excludes hostels, hospitals,
prisons and so on.

Term used in the AHS to refer to those who rented from a State or Territory
housing authority or trust.
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Purchaser household

Recent illness

Renter household

Rural

Satisfactory
dwelling/dwelling that
meets needs of household

Self-assessed health
status

Special dwellings

State housing {landlord)

TAFE

Torres Strait Islander

Type of landlord

Unemployed persons

Usual residents

62 ABS -
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Indigenous household living in a dwelling being purchased by at least one of
the usual members (Indigenous or non-Indigenous) of the household at the
time of the survey.

Conditions (illness, injury or disability) experienced in the two weeks prior
10 interview. It may inchude long-term conditions experienced in the period.

Indigenous household living in a dwelling rented by at least one of the usual
members (Indigenous or non-Indigenous) of the household at the time of
the survey.

Includes rural areas and towns with a total population of less than 1,000
people. Most remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities are
included in this category.

Respondents were asked whether the dwelling met the needs of the people
living therc. If the answer was no, people were asked to identify specific
problems with the dwelling.

Refers to the overall perceived level of health as reported by respondents
13 years and over. For persons 12 years and under, information was
provided by the child's parent or 2 responsible adult member of the
household.

Non-private dwellings including prisons, educational institutions, nursing
homes, caravan parks, hostels and staff quarters.

Refers to dwellings owned by State or Territory housing authorities,

Technical and Further Education institutions. Also includes Adult Education
Centres, Community Colleges and Adult Colleges.

Persons 13 years and over, who identified themselves to be of Torres Strait
Islander origin. Persons 12 years and under were identified by a responsible
adult in the household, usually a4 parent. See also ‘Aboriginal’ and
‘Indigenous’.

Refers to the legal entity to which rent is paid. See ‘community landlord’,
‘private landlord’, ‘Statec housing (landlord)’ and ‘other government’
landlord.

Persons aged 15 years and over who were not employed during the week
prior to interview, and who had actively looked for work at any time during
the last four weeks prior 1o interview, and who were available to start work
in the last week. In the NATSIS, registration with the Commonwealth
Employment Service was considered to satisfy the criterion of actively
looking for work.

Persons who live in a particular private dwelling and regard it as their own
or main home.
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