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• The proportion of children under 18 in the population has de-
clined in the last decade from 27% in 1989 to 25% in 1999, and
is projected to fall to around 20% by 2051.

• Of Australia’s 4,724,900 children in 1999, 4% (207,400) were
estimated to be Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.

Source: Population by Age and Sex, Australian States and
Territories (various issues) (Cat. no. 3201.0); Population
Projections, 1997 to 2051 (Cat. no. 3222.0); and unpublished data,
Estimated Resident Population, Population Projections and
Experimental Projections of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Population—High Series.

• Over the last ten years, the proportion of children born over-
seas has remained steady.

• In 1999, 7% of children were born overseas, with around
two-thirds from other than mainly English speaking countries.

Source: Unpublished data, Estimated Resident Population, 1989 to
1999.
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• The teenage birth rate has declined slightly since 1990.

• In 1998 there were 9.5 confinements per 1,000 females aged
15–17, down from 11.0 in 1990.

Source: Children, Australia: A Social Report, 1999
(Cat. no. 4119.0) and unpublished data, Births, 1998.

• Children in one-parent families increased from 11% in 1986 to
16% in 1996 and are projected to reach 22% by 2006 if current
trends continue.

• In 1997, 978,400 children (21%) had a natural parent who did
not live with them. Over three-quarters of these children were
living in one-parent families.

Sources: Children, Australia: A Social Report, 1999
(Cat. no. 4119.0) and unpublished data, Population Projections.

(a) Series C projection for 2006.
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(a) Confinements per 1,000 females aged 15–17.
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• Children who experienced the divorce of their parents in-
creased slightly from 9.7 per 1,000 children in 1988 to 10.9 in
1998.

• During 1998, there were 51,600 children whose parents di-
vorced.

Source: Children, Australia: A Social Report, 1999
(Cat. no. 4119.0) and unpublished data, Marriages and Divorces,
1998.

• The infant mortality rate has declined steadily in the last
10 years from 8.7 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1988 to
5.0 in 1998.

• In 1998, the Indigenous infant mortality rate for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children was 15.2 (for combined total of
Qld, SA, WA and NT only).

Source: Deaths, Australia (Cat. no. 3302.0).

(a) Infant deaths per 1,000 live births.
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(a) Rate per 1,000 children under 18 in the population.
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• The proportion of low birthweight babies has changed little in
recent years, remaining steady at 7% of all babies.

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander babies were nearly twice
as likely to be of low birthweight, 13% in 1997.

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, National
Perinatal Statistics Unit, Australia’s Mothers and Babies (various
issues), AIHW, Sydney.

• In 1999, 87% of 1 year old children were registered as being
fully immunised.

• The proportion was lower for 2 year old children (76%).

Source: Communicable Diseases Intelligence (various issues),
National Centre for Disease Control, Department of Health and
Aged Care.
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(a) Data for children 2 years of age are not available for 1997.
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• In 1999, half of all children under 5 using child care spent
13 hours or more in care per week, an increase from 8 hours
in 1987.

• In 1999, 66% of children under 5 used child care, of whom
more than 1 in 3 used informal care (e.g. by relatives) only.

Source: Child Care, Australia (Cat. no. 4402.0) and unpublished
data, Child Care Survey (various years).

• After peaking in the early 90s, apparent retention rates to
Year 12 have declined slightly.

• In 1999, the rate was 79% for girls and 66% for boys.

Source: Schools, Australia (various issues) (Cat. no. 4221.0).
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• In the last 10 years, the proportion of families with children un-
der 18 with no parent employed has fluctuated, ranging from
14% in 1990 to 19% in 1993.

• The proportion was consistently higher for one-parent families
than couple families (52% and 8% in 1999).

• In 1999, 9% of families with children under 18 had one or both
parents employed part time, and no parent employed full time.

Source: Unpublished data, Labour Force Survey, June 1990 to June
1999.

• In 1996, 28% of families with children under 18 were renting
their homes, compared with 24% in 1986 and 26% in 1991.

• More than half (57%) of all one-parent families were renting in

1996.

Source: Unpublished data, Census of Population and Housing
(various years).
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F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au The ABS web site is the best
place to start for access to summary data from our
latest publications, information about the ABS,
advice about upcoming releases, our catalogue,
and Australia Now—a statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public
and tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your
nearest library to determine whether it has the ABS
statistics you require, or visit our web site for a list
of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index
data, call 1902 981 074 (call cost 75c per
minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance
of Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly
Earnings, Estimated Resident Population and the
Consumer Price Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost
75c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be
provided within five minutes are free of charge. Our
information consultants can also help you to access
the full range of ABS information—ABS user pays
services can be tailored to your needs, time frame
and budget. Publications may be purchased.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical
or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 1041

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

ABS subscription services provide regular,
convenient and prompt deliveries of ABS
publications and products as they are released.
Email delivery of monthly and quarterly publications
is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX (03) 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y,
Melbourne 3001

© Commonwealth of Australia 2000

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

Produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics


