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Census of Population and Housing: Ageing in Australia (cat. no. 2048.0) analyses the characteristics
of the older population using 2001 Census data. 

While the major focus is on the number and characteristics of older Australians - persons aged 65
years and over - the ageing process in Australia is also explored by examining other age groups
including mature age persons (45-64 years) and the very old (85 years and over). 

The publication also reports on trends over time by comparing 2001 Census results with data from
previous censuses. It is a useful resource for agencies with ageing policy responsibilities, researchers
and the Australian community in general.  

Topics included in the publication are: 

! Population: an analysis of the current demographic structure of the Australian population and how
it has changed over the last century, and the geographic distribution of the older population across
Australia. 

! Cultural Diversity: investigated with identifiers such as Indigenous status, country of birth,
proficiency in spoken English and religious affiliation. 

! Living Arrangements: reports on who older persons are living with and the type of housing they
are living in, with focus on particular interest groups, including Indigenous persons, persons born
in other than predominantly English speaking countries and lone persons. 

! Economic Environment: focuses on the participation of older persons in the labour market and
includes an analysis by industry and occupation, as well as hours worked and levels of income. 

! Transport: examines the number of registered motor vehicles garaged in households of older
persons, and the method of travel that older people use to travel to work. 

! Education: an analysis of the formal education of older persons and their attendance at
educational institutions.

! Technology: reports on the use of computers and the Internet by older persons and the association
between this use and factors such as income, education and geographic location.
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