Term 1 Inquiry Topic.    



Name:  _________________________________ .

For this Inquiry Topic you have the opportunity to investigate a question that interests you. There are some ideas listed below. These are a starting point only and you might like to change one, add to it or think of another question.  You will need to research your question carefully. Completing the sheet MY INQUIRY TOPIC QUESTION will help with initial planning. On this sheet you will ask a series of mini questions that will help you investigate your topic question.

This is a major piece of work and you will have an hour a day for one term to complete the task. 

You should aim to prepare for a class presentation at the end of term. Parents will be invited to attend. Your presentation can include a combination of tools such as posters, graphs, stories, PowerPoint and photos from a digital camera. You are encouraged to use data in your investigation. People like to know the facts!

Your assessment will be a combination of Self Assessment (what you think), Peer Assessment (what the class thinks) and Teacher Assessment (what the teacher thinks).

Before you start: You need to complete these activities from the following CensusAtSchool web site, (www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/cashome.nsf/home/Activities%20-%20vic).  This will provide you with the basic Microsoft Excel skills required to use the CensusAtSchool data.

To begin your Inquiry Topic, you need a Question.  This question can be taken from the examples below, or you may choose your own. Notice that each question has a possible line of investigation you might like to follow but, remember that the questions are just a beginning. 

a. What are the similarities and differences amongst Australians?

You could use birth place and the language spoken at home to begin an examination of cultural diversity. Look into what is important about being Australian.

b. What is the future of recycled water on the Surfcoast?

What is happening now and what are the plans for the future? What do students think? You could collect and analyse CensusAtSchool data about the attitudes on the importance of environmental issues and water. Use tables to construct graphs to support their findings and conclusions.

c. What was it like being a student from the past?

Use the Australian Bureau of Statistics website as a resource for historical data to investigate the background and heritage of Australians. Then use CensusAtSchool data to gather information about today’s students. How do they compare? Publish your results using tables and graphs.

d. How has people’s leisure time changed over the years?

Research and analyse the leisure time patterns of Australian school students using the real data obtained from the CensusAtSchool Random Sampler. 

f. Are males better drivers than females?

Compare the mean and median reaction times of males and females. Use box plots as a measure of spread. Excel functions can be used to construct a summary table and draw appropriate graphs. What about the concentration times?

g. Eye, Eye!  How does eye colour compare?

Conduct a survey of eye colour within your class. Use Excel to construct appropriate graphs and make comparisons with other communities.

h. Mirror, Mirror.  Who is the sleepiest of them all?

Compare your average sleep times to those of factory children in the 1830's. Review a graph to explore the change in sleep with age for teenagers. Graphical representation of modern students sleep times can also be constructed.

