POPULATION.

close of first

ﬁ ' the end of the year 1888, one hundred years from its Population ut
fivst settlement, Australasia had a population of 8,672,800 century.

persons, divided amongst the various Colonies as under :—

New South Wales 1,085,740
Victoria .........ovo. ... - 1,090,869
Queensland ............ e 387,463
South Australia ................. 313,065
Western Australia 42,137
TasSmMAania ... 146,149
New Zealand .o..ooooviviiiiiiiinieieee e, 607,380

If to these numbers, which are principally those of the people
of Europcan descent, there be added an estimated population of
some 200,000 Australian aborigines and about 42,000 Maories,
the inhabitants of Australasia will be found to be, in round
numbers, 3,915,000 persous.

Compared with that of the other continents, the density of pensity of Aus.

. . . o . - tralasian popula-

Ansgtralasia’s population is not great, as it is only 1°27 persons to f\l?c];xcgt,;:g::?:nt
the squave mile.  According to Professor Levasseur, whose of the world,
estimate is the latest available, the respective density of populu-

tion of the great divisions of the globe is as follows :—

Area in square Miles. Population, No. g‘;{lgf'"“rc
Farope.....ooviiiviinnn, 3,800,000 347,000,000 887
ASIa o, 16,000,000 789,000,000 493
Africa .o 12,000,000 197,000,000 164
North America ............ 9,000,000 §0,000,000 8-S
South America ...... ..... 7,000,000 32,000,000 45
Oceania ......occcovvinnennes 4,200,000 38,000,000 9-0
The World ... 52,000,000 ) 1,483,000,000 28-7
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DENSITY OF POPULATION.

Taken by themselves the Australian Colonies stand in the
following ovder, as regards the density of their population,
aborigines not included :—

Victoria ....coccvvvieinnnnn, 12°40 persons per square mile,
New Zealand ........ ...... 582 » »
Tasmania.......coceevveennens 554 » ’
New South Wales......... 349 5 ’
Queensland ..............v.00 058 ’ 3
South Australia............ 034 s ”
Western Australia ...... 004 5 3

Other great colonies and foreign countries in process of
extensive settlement, with which these colonies may be fairly
compared, show the following density of population, according to
the latest available information :—

Algeria ..o 1887 3,860,000 166,000 230
Argentine Republic ... 1887 3,800,000 1,095,000 38
Brazil ......c...conn 1886-87 12,000,000 3,220,000 3.8
Canada ....cooevvviennnn, 1886-87 4,830,000 3,470,000 1-39
Cape Colony and De-

pendencies ............ 1887 1,380,000 214,000 645
United States............ 1888 61,900,000 3,006,000 20°06

A comparison with the density of population in the older countries
of the world is not of much practical use, unless as giving some
indication of the future of Australasia, when its population
shall have reached the proportions found in the old world.
The latest authoritative statements give the following figures
as representing the density of population in each of the countries
enumerated below :—

United Kingdom ............ 308 persons to the square mile.
France ...ocvvvvrrvivncnnennns ' .
Germany ........... "

Italy .oovvviveriiiiiinnens ' ’
Spain e . ’e

Russia.....cooeivvevivenenniinnes ’» ’



RATES OF INCREASE.

As illustrating the progress of the population of Australasia it
will be of interest to state that Captain Phillip brought with him,
in 1788, an establishment of 1,030 persons, all told. Settlement
soon spread from New South Wales, first to Tasmania, and after-
wards to all parts of the Australian Continent and to New
Zealand.

The progress of population in Australasia, and the rate of its
increase for each successive period of twenty years, from 1801 to
1881, are shown in the following table :—

Years, Population of Australasia, | Anual rate of fnorease
L,030 |
6,508 | .
1821 i, 35,610 8-87
1841 il e 251,000 10-26
1861 vt i . 1,266,432 843
1881 vviviiiiiiiins i, 2,822,046 409

From 1881, the date of the last general census of Australasia, to
the end of 1888, the population had increased to 3,672,803
persons, or at the rate of 3:83 per cent. per annum.

In examining the various ratios of increase for each period
abovementioned, the high rates which prevailed up to 1841 are
easily accounted for by the smallness of the numbers operated
upon; but the rate ruling from 1841 to 1861 is due to the
extraordinary impetus given to immigration in the years which
followed the discovery of gold in 1851. Since 1861 the increase
has becn normal, the gold fever having practically died away
before that date.

Taking the year 1860 as a starting point of comparison between
the various provinces, when Queensland, the last offshoot of the
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8 NUMERICAL INCREASE.

mother colony of New South Wales, appears for the first time
as an independent member of the group, the progress of the popu-
lation of each Colony of the Australian family was :—

J o
Year. Newjg:th Victoria. New

Qucens- South [ Western
i Zealand.

jand. | Australia. |Australia| ToSmania.

1860 | 348,546 | 537,847 28,056 | 124,112 15,500 §7,775| 79,111
1865 | 409,147 | 621,095 87,804 156,605 | 20,100 | 95,201 | 190,607
1870 | 498,659 | 726,599 115,567 | 183,797 | 24,785 | 100,765 | 248,400
1875 | 594,297 | 791,399 | 181,288 | 210,422 26,709 | 103,663 | 375,856
1880 | 741,893 | 860,067 | 226,077 | 267,573} 29,019 | 114,762 | 484,56+
1885 | 957,914 | 971,145 | 315,489 | 313,423 | 35,186 | 133,791 | 575,226

1888 | 1,085,740 | 1,090,869 | 357,463 | 313,065 42,137| 146,149 | 607,380

Numerical
increase in each
of the Austral-

The total numerical increase in each colony was, therefore :—

asian Colonies New South Wales ...... cccooeiiiiniinnn 737,194 persons.
Victoria....ocovoiniiiiiiviions conniiiniininans 553,022 ,,
Queensland ........... .. 359,407 ,,
South Australia 188,953 ,,
Western Australia 26,637 ,,
Tasmania .............. 58,374 ,,
New Zealand ......ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiinnnenns 528,269 ,,

The numerical increase for the whole of Australasia was
2,451,856, each colony contributing thereto in the following
proportion :—-

New South Wales 30°07 per cent,
Vietoria .............. 2255 ,,
Queensland 1465 ,,
South Australia ............. 77,
Western Australia e, 109
Tasmania.............. e e 288,
New Zealand ... ....ovennnee 2155 ,,
10000 ,,

The two great factors of this increase were a considerable
excess of births over deaths, and an unusually large immigration.



BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

The excess of births over deaths has contributed the following
number to the population of each Colony, from 1860 to-1888 :—

New South Wales 414,659 persons.
VICtOria  ovvveeviinivininiiiiin i 431,342,
Queensland ............ ... 103,079 ,,
South Australia ........... ... 149,758 ,,
Western Australia «ovovvvverviverieneeens oo 13,356 ,,
TASMANIA L ioviiervinneieiereeneareiraerenann 52,733  ,,
New Zealand ....ooovivviviiniininiinaninn, 262,348,

From this cause alone the population of Australasia has there-
fore gained 1,427,275 persons, during the years mentioned ; a
number equivalent to 58-21 per cent. of the total increase.

The difference between the figures just cited and the total
increase during the period under examination, viz., 1,024,581
persons, represents the survivors among those immigrants who
permanently settled in the Colonies in the years named, less the
Australasian-born population which emigrated. These were dis-
tributed as follows :—

New South Wales .....occoveviniiiiin 322,535 persons.
R 2 3700 1 SO PRI 121,680 ,,
Queensland 256,328 ,,

South Australia 39,195 ,,
Western Australia .........oooeeies veeeneee 13,281,
Tasmania ......covveviniiniiiininiiine, 5,641
New Zealand ..oooocvciiiiiiiinnnn, 265,921

The information conveyed by the above figures is important, as
llustrating not only the movement of population, but also the
effect of local influences upon immigration ; as, for example, the
salubrity of the climate, the fertility of the soil, permanence of
employment, liberal wages, land laws, &c. It would appear that
during the period which elapsed since 1860, New South Wales has
exhibited a greater power of attraction and absorption of the
permanent element of immigration than any other member of the

9
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10 CAUSES OF INCREASE.

Proportion of  group. The two causes of increase have acted in the following
incrense due to . ..

exeess of Births proportion on the relative increase of each Colony :—

and to Immigra-

tion compared. Proportion due to
A

Excess of Births. Permanent Immigration.

per cent. per cent,
New South Wales ......... e 5625 43'75
Victoria .ovvveiiniiniiinnn venenen. 78-00 22-00
Queensland ......... 2868 71+32
South Australia 7926 2074
Western Australia 50°14 49-86
Tasmania......co. ceveivee veereernnn 90733 967
New Zealand ................. . 4966 5034
Australasia ...... 5821 4179

Present rato of  Calculated upon the basis furnished by the returns for the last
increase in the

population of  five years the rate of increase of the population in each Colony is
Colonics and of

Australasia. as follows :(— >
per cent.
New South Wales.....o.coooeviiiiiiiiiiieeiieieie e 483
VICHOTIA weivviiriiirieir i cv e

Queensland.........oooiiiniii e v,
South Australia.......
Western Australia
Tasmania ......cooeevivnivanniinn oo

Proportion of The excess of births over deaths, and permanent immigration,
excess of births,

and of immi- ~ have contributed the following proportions of the above increase :—
gration to the o

present rate of

increase. Excess of Births, Immigration,
per cent.  per cent.
New South Wales......... voovviveviiiniinnen. 2-31 2:52
Victoria .. 167 176
Queensland ...........o.oiviiinnninnnn. .. 205 410
South Australia ..........ccovvuveinnnen. ... 056 —_
Western Australia. .. 188 398
Tasmania.......ccoveverreenninninn wuns . 196 101
New Zealand .............. . 2+40 —
Australasia .....c.oovviviiin i, 1-90 175

Thus, in Australasia, births now provide 52-07 per cent. of the
average yearly incrcase of population, whilst in South Australia



EFFECT OF GOLD DISCOVERY.

and New Zealand the increase is solely due to that cause, immi-
gration having practically ceased to have any effect on the popula-
tion. Queensland and Western Australin are still recruiting
largely from abroad by means of assisted immigration, whilst in
New South Wales and Victoria unassisted immigration still sup-
plies as much as 52-15 and 5147 per cent. respectively of their
yearly increase.

During 1851, the year celebrated for the finding of gold, there
commenced onc of the most remarkable population movements
of modern times. Thousands of men in the prime of life were
attracted to the shores of Australia by the hope of speedily acquir-
ing wealth from the rich gold-fields that had been discovered, and
by far the greater number of these new ‘arrivals settled in the
southern portion of New South Wales, now the Colony of Victoria,
but then called the Port Phillip District. This rush, which com-
menced shortly before the separation of Victoria from New South
Wales, continued for some years afterwards, the bulk of the
immigrants, as stated, settling in the newly formed Colony. In
1850, just previous to the gold rush, the population of the northern
and southern portions of New South Wales was :—

New South Wales ...oooviiiiniiiiieiiie, 189,341
Port Phillip ...ocooiiiiiiiiiiiinii i 76,162

But five years afterwards the positions were reversed, for Port
Phillip, then an independent Colony, had a population considerably
larger than that of its parent, New South Wales i—

74 01 1e3 ¢ T U PP 364,324
New South Wales ....oocoviiiiiiiininriniiinn conens 277,579

Victoria enjoyed the advantage in population for over thirty
years, but fell behind in 1887, and although obtaining a tem-
porary lead towards the end of 1888, owing to the attraction
of the Melbourne International Exhibition, she again lost first

Effect of the
discovery of
gold.

Progress of
Yictoria

IT



12 AUSTRALASIAN BIRTH-RATE.

place, the respective populations of the two colonies at the
close of 1889 being :—

l’rcsct;t; Ffopula- New South Wales 1,122,200
tion ¢ e . .
Sonl\‘.I: \Val(;; and Victoria 1,118,077

Victoria.
and it is unlikely that the smaller Colony will ever again attain
the leading position in point of population.

Bifect of thedis-  Queensland and New Zealand, also, owe much of their re-
covery of yold in-

Quesnsland and - markable progress to the discovery of gold. In New Zealand
New Zealand. o ®
the gold fever broke out in 1861, when the population numbered
only 99,021, and the period of its activity extended to 1881. At
the census taken in the last named year the population had

reached 500,910 souls, a fourfold increase in twenty years.

In Queensland the attractive force of the gold-fields came into
active operation at a later date, and may still be considered a
strong factor in stimulating the growth of population in that
Colony.

BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

Mean birth-tate  The mean birth-rate of Australasia, calculated over a serics of
of the eolonies

i years, averages 3547 per thousand of the population, being as
ustralasia

hereunder for each colony :—

per thousand.

New South Wales .........oooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeinn, 3780
VICEOria  .oovvviiiiiiiieic e 3160
Queensland ............... ... 37°00
South Australia 36-88
‘Western Australia cen 3465
Tasmania .............. . e 33012
New Zealand .............cocovves e . ceee 3723
Australasia ....oocoveiiiiiiinn, . 35-47

Mean death-rato The mean death-rate of Australasia is very low, averaging only
of Australasia .
2"(11 of cach 1501 per thousand, and varying from 11:07 in New Zealand to
Jolony.

17-33 in Queensland. The mean death-rate of each separate

c



COMPARISON WITH EUROPE. 13

Colony, calculated over the same period of years as for births,

is as follows :—
per thousand.

New South Wales 1545
Victoria .. 1507
Queensland ......ooiviiiinn oo 1733
South Australia ...ocovvveivre cevvvnen s e 14012
Western Australia e 16727
TASIHIAIEL «eieiseeeeiaras et reneen e eneeaaes 1579
New Zealand .oovieeiiiiioionnens v, 1107

Compared with European countrics the Colonies occupy a very Death-rate of
¢ com-

favourable position in respect to both birth and death rates. The parcd with other
Australasian birth-rate is high, and in those countries where it is

slightly higher it will be seen on reference to the subjoined table

that the death-rate is so considerably in excess that the difference

between the two, representing the gain to each country by natural

increase, is largely in favour of Australasia. The following are

the average rates taken over a series of years :—

Births Deaths Excess of
per 1,000. per 1,000. plzl"{‘}:)soo
Now Zealand.......... ererererena, 3723 1107 2616
South Australia........ . 3688 1412 2276
New South Wales.. .. . 3780 1545 22:35
Queensland... .............. . 3700 1733 1967
Waestern Australia..... . 3465 1627 1838
Tasmanio......coouveennee e 33:12 1579 1733
Victori . coveirienveenienriniceinnnn. 3160 1507 1653
Australasia ...oocvines veiniene ciann 3547 1501 2046
NOIWRY tovviviiiiiiiiiieiiiens 31-06 1690 1416
Denmark ..... coooviie . 3226 19:00 1326
United Kingdom,... 3215 20°30 11-85
Holland .............. 3504 2320 11-84
Prussia..., 3774 26-00 1174
Sweden 2976 18°50 1126
Germany ... 3744 2G-30 11°14
Belgium ... . 3066 2170 $-96
Ttaly cooveriiinniinnas . 37:09 28+90 $19
Austria....... . . 3863 3060 803
Hungary ...ooooovvniviniinniiinn 44-50 37°40 710
Switzerland... e 2935 22°70 665
SPRIN o 3664 30-50 614
Trance .. coovevvviiiiinniinnian, 2456 22-50 206
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MARRIAGES.

No better testimony to the salubrity of the climate of Australia
could be obtained than is afforded by these figures. There are, of
course, various circumstances other than climatic which would
tend to make the mortality lighter in these than older-settled

" countries, but when all possible allowances are made for such

circumstances, a comparison between these Colonies and the
countries of Europe is still significantly favourable to Australasia.

MARRIAGES.

The marriage-rate of the Colonies per 1,000 of the population
is as follows :—

Per 1,000.
New South Wales 803
Victoria .........
* Queensland .
South Australia.......ccooeevvirivinrerennnnn, 800

Comparisons of the marriage-rate of Australasia with that of
other countries, where the social conditions are essentially differ-
ent, are not of much value, but as the marriage-rate is to some
slight extent an index to the relative prosperity of the people, the
rates which rule in the following countries will show that the
Australasian Colonies rank in this respect on a par with the
leading nations of the world :—

Per 1,000
England and Wales ..........cocovviiiiiiniceeninnnnnnn, 7:36
Scotland ...ooiviiiii e 661
Ireland ...ooooviiiiiiinns i e 431

Germany
Ausbria ... i G e,



ANALYSIS OF BIRTHPLACES.

BIRTII PLACES OF THE POPULATION.

At the last general census of Australasia (1881) the racial
composition of the population was as follows :—

Racial com-
position of

IS

population of

Colonics at
— of 188
Nationalities. No. of each Nation. Per cent.

Australasia. .....ooveiiiiiiies v 1,667,376 6080
England and Wales ........cooooviniiininnn 499,922 1823
Treland ...oooov ciiiviniins i e e 261,996 955
Scotland .....coovvvviiiiii i e 151,027 551
Germany and Austria ... cocoveviiiini, 43,714 159
China ..ooovvvvviivinniinennns 43,430 1-58
Other British Possessions 14,060 051
Scandinavia, 13,899 0°51
United States 6,274 0-23
FILance. cooovvvveeviiiieiiinncin e s eans 4,401 0°16
Other Foreign Countries, not specified.. 36,451 1-33

Total tviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens crvennee 2,742,550 100-00

1.

Thus the Australasian-born element prevailed in the proportion Poraentage of
natives to tota

of 60:80 per cent. throughout Australasia, and constituted the population.
following percentage of the population of each Colony :—

New South Wales.......occovviiininnenninnnes

Victoria .vcvverviiiiiieniinn e 57-89
Queensland ... .....cco i v, 40739
South Australin .......c...ocvviees 59-83
Western Australia.. 5983
TASMANI . iiiiieriiine i rne e ieeenne, . 69713
New Zealand .. ..coovvverniiviiniieinnenninnn, 4560

The great bulk of the Australasian-born population is of British
descent, and the major portion of the immigrant population is
also of these races, the respective proportion for each Colony

being :— -

New South Wales ......c.ovuie.
Victoria cveviveneeniinieniinnennns
Queensland  ......ceeveniiin veenns
South Australia ............eeee.
Western Australia ....ooovvovisel
Tasmania ....cooovvevieeiiiiniinn.

English. Irish.
per cent.  per cent.
14:72 9-21
17-11 10:06
17-51 1325
2114 652
2276 10°01
1496 6-21
24-72 1008

18-23 955

6218 per cent.

LR

Scotch.
per cent.
334
558
465
3-80
246
324
10°77

551
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THE FOREIGN ELEMENT.

Among other European nationalities the Germans and Scandi-
navians contributed the largest numbers to the foreigners estab-
lished in Australasia, being particularly numerous in Queensland
and South Australia, where together they formed respectively
6:75 and 3-58 per cent. of the total population. Their. total
number in all the colonies was 57,613, and of these 14,399 were
located in Queensland, and 10,010 in South Australia. Excluding
Asiatics, the United States of America furnished the larger
proportion of other foreigners represented in Australia, and the
French ranked next in order. The Americans numbered 6,274
and the French 4,401, or 0:23 and 016 per cent. of the total
population.

The percentage of foreigners, other than Asiatics in each Colony,

at the census of 1881 was :—

Germang | .4 [Americans

Au:t,l:'(iinns. navians. (blggg(t:;:l; French.
New South Wales ............. ..o 1-04 0-37 034 0-20
Victoria .....ceeeverenes | 1°03 0-28 0-27 015
Quecensland........ w5752 1-23 019 016
South Australia... .... ] 321 0-37 e 010
‘Western Australia.......... e 028 017 0-29 010
Tasmania ...cocoeevvnren veees e 0769 0°19 0°12 005
New Zealand .........ooovvvnevieiveennnnin 1-08 0-97 017 017

At the census of 1881 there were 43,430 Chinese distributed as
follows throughout the various Colonies :—-

Percentage | Percentage
Numbers. to total to foreign
Population. | Population.

New South Wales ..oooivieiniiininniann: 10,205 136 3287
Vietoria ........... e veerens 11,799 1-37 31°56
Queensland ...... . oo i 11,253 527 30-40
South Australia .......covevieiiininin. . 4,151 148 2384
Western Australia............ccov oo . 145 049 1875
Tasmania........ccocvenreeernruneeenenans . 844 073 3231
New Zealand ....o.oooviniiiivrenieieneienionnn, 5,033 103 2294

Australasia ..o s 43,430 1:58 29-31




CITIES AND TOWNS.

Nince 1880 it has been deemed expedient by the Governments
of the various Colonies to enact prohibitive laws against the
immigration of Chinese, and their migration from one Colony to
another, For several years a poll-tax of £10 was imposed, but
now, in nccordance with the most recent legislation on the subject,
masters of vessels are forbidden under a heavy penalty to bring
more than one Chinese to every 300 tons, and a poll-tax of £100
is charged on landing. These stringent regulations have had the
efluct of bringing about the almost entire cessation of this class of

immigration.

17

In 1888 the Chinesce were estimated to number 50,600 in the Chinese in the

whole group of Colonies distributed as follows :—

New South Wales ....ooocovviiiiiiiiiii s
Viectoria ................
Queensland ..........
South Australia
New Zealand.......ooooooiiniiiiiiiiiiniinin
Tasmania

CITIES AND TOWNS.

"I'he progress of the chief cities of Australasia has been no less
remarkable than that of the colonies themselves, and has no
parallel among the cities of the old world. Even in America the
vise of great cities has been accompanied by a corresponding
increase in the rural population.  In these colonies, perhaps for
the fivst time in history, is presented the spectacle of magnificent
cities growing with marvellous rapidity, and embracing within
their limits one-third of the population on which they depend.

The increasc in the population of the chief cities of Australasia
and the estimated numbers of their inhabitants at the earliest

B

Colonics in 1883,

Population of
capital cities of

. . . various dates.
and latest obtainable dates, as well as at various census periods,



18 URBAN POPULATION.

are given in the following table, which illustrates the remarkable
progress referred to :—

hurllcstd gtbef:amablc Latest date.
1861. 1871. 1881. =
| Popula- Popula-
Year. | ~ (P Year. tion.

Melbourne...| 1841 4,479 1 139,916 | 206,780 ; 282,947 | 1889 |458,470

Sydney ...... 1828 | 10,815 | 93,686 | 134,736 | 224,211 ' 381,730
Adelaide ...| 1844 | 6,107 | 18,303 | ..... 103,864 . 121,735
Brisbane....... 1846 829 6,051 | 15,029 ! 31,109 ' 87,000
Hobart ...... 1810 1,500 { 19,449 19,092 | 21,118 s 34,916
Wellington..| ... | .o oo | 20,563 ’ 33,050
Perth ......... VDRI IRUTOVOR VPR 5,244 | 5,822 ’ 9,000

Population of Among other cities and towns of importance in Australasia the

principal towns
in colonies at

fuesvavailable .+ the latest available date. In all cases the population of suburbs

following may be cited in the order of their estimated population

is included :—

City or Town, Colony. Year. Population.
Auckland ...l New Zealand .. ............ 1888 61,700
Dunedin .....oocveeen ceveeenn. ' 1886 45,518
Christchurch ' .- 1886 44,688
Ballarat ..ol Victoria .. ....... 1887 39,830
Sandhurst ... 33 eeeeeeeereneiseons 1887 36,050
Newcastle ......cooeveninnnnn New South Wales ......... 1888 27,750
Geelong ........ocoeiieinienins Vietoria ......oeiviieenns 1887 20,740
Launceston Tasmania ..... .. voeevenninns 1889 21,497
Broken Hill New South Wales . ...| 1888 12,600
Parramatta ’ e 1888 12,000
Goulburn........... v veeeee..| 1888 12,000
Rockhampton Queensland ............ .| 1886 10,793
Bathurst ........... New South Wales 1888 10,000
Maitland ...ooocovveniinninn ' 1888 9,000
Castlemaine ........ ......... Vietoria .......c.cocovennnnns 1887 8,900
Invercargill...........coooeinnis New Zealand ............... 1886 8,939
Townsville Queensland ............... .. 1886 7,860
Tpswich ...ooociiiiiiinnns oo ” s 1886 7,676
Toowoomba..........ccoevunnen 33 eeereeecenieinens 1886 6,270
Albury New South Wales ......... 1888 6,000

Orange....oovivreorirronn. » 1888 6,000




