
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and ![! to be 
31 JANUARY 1969, 

before 6 P.M. ON FRIDAY 

A provisional eatl.ate of the total value of retail aales in Auatralla (excluding .. tor vehlele., 
parts. petrol. etc,l for the .. nth of Dece.ber 1968 la shown In the ta.le.verle.f, Fltyre. for a~ e.rller 
.o~tha are ala. shown for purposea of cOMparison. 

2, The provlalonal .onthly estl.ates of retail sales are obtained fro. a sub_sa.ple of establiah.ent. 
used to provide quarterly esti.atea of the value of retail sales, The Monthly sub-aa.ple is co.paratlvely ... 11 
since It is designed to provide pr'-pt e.tiaates of the total value of retail aale. (excluding .otor vehicle •• 
parta. petrol. etc,) without placing an undue burden Oft either the resources of the Bureau or upon retail 
e.tabllshtlents. 

3, A. the provisional .. nthly esti.atea are derived frou return. received frou a .a~le of retail 
establlsh.e.ta, they .. y differ so.ewhat fro. the results which would have been obtained frou a c.-parab •• 
couplete"collection. A measure of the likely difference is given by the .tandard error of the estimate. There 
are about 2 chances in 3 that a saaple estlaate will dIffer fro. reaults whIch would be obtained frou a couparable 
caaplete' collection by less than 1 .tandard error and 19 chances In 20 that the dIfference would be less than 2 
standard errors. If, for exa.ple. a saMple gives an estimate of $SOO.i Ilion and the stand.rd error of this 
e.tiaate Is 1 per cent. i.e. $S .llIio •• then there would be 2 chance. In 3 that a couparable couplete oolleotl •• 
would give a figure within the range $495.i Ilion to 150S millIon and 19 chances In 20 that the figure would be 

within the range 1490 .1 II ion to IS10 .llllon. 

4. The standard error of the estiMates of the total value of .onthly 'retail sale. (excluding .. tor 
vehicles. parts, petrol, etc.) is about 1.0 per cent. The standard error of the .onth-to-.onth .ov .... t of the 
estl •• t.s of the valu. of retail sales is generally about 0.3 per ce.t of the curr.nt monthly estl.at •• For 
•••• pl •• the .ove.ent in the valu. of retail sales between the .onths of ~ove"'r 1968 and Dece.ber 196a I •• how. 
by the .rl,lnal SQrie. i. the table overl.af as an increa.e of,110.4 .il,,". Th. standard .rror of thl ..... -
... t Is about O.3per cent of the D.c •• ber 1968 estl.at., which is'approxi.at.,y 12.6 .lliion. Th.refore, there 
would be 2 chanc •• In 3 that the nove.ent in retail sale. bet .. e. Novenbe~ 1968 and Dece.ber 1968 would be betwe.n 

$167.8 .llIlon and$173.0 .illion and 19 chanc.s in 20 that It ", .. Id be betw .... $16S.2 .llIlon ... d~17S.6 .rlll ... , 

S, The .onthly esti.ates .ay allO differ fro. those which would be obtained fro. a sa.pl ••• larg •• s 
that used to provld. quarterly esti.at.s. Hence, the SUM of the .stlnate. for the thr.e .onth. couprl.l-v • 
~ .. y differ fro. the esti.ate obtained for that qu.rter frou the full quarterly sa.ple. The .t .... rd error 
of this difference is approxi .. tely 0.8 per c •• t of the quarterly estlaat.. The .... thly e.tl .. t.s are subsequently 
adjusted in accordanc. with the prellnlnary and final quarterly estl .. te. as they beco.e avallabl •• 

6. Se.sonally adjusted statistics are also shown In the table overl.af. In tb •• ea.onal adjust.ent, 
accou.thas be.n tak.n of both RONal seasonal factor. and Mtradlng-day· .ffe.ts (.rlslng frGMI the v.ryl" 
nu.bers of Sundays. Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in the Month). Whl Ie the nor.al seasonal factors should cha ... only 
gr.du.lly fron year to y •• r, the tradlng-d.y adjust.ent for any .onth will v.ry frou year to year In acoord ... . 
with the cGMlblnatlon of days which occur In the nonth. No adju.t •• nt has be.n .ad. for the eff.ct. of nov .... t 
I. the date of Easter. ,Details of the .ethods used In seasonally adjusting th.se and oth.r serl.s .re glv •• In 
"Sea.on.~ly Adjust.d Indicator. 1968" (Ref. No. 1.10) Issued on 21 May 1968. It should be noted that the .... 0.
.lly .djusted figures refl.ct the sanpllng error. to which the original figures are subject. 

7. All figures In this bull.tln .re on a basis co.parabl. with the 1961-62 Retail C ... u •• Further 
infomatlon relating to the basi. on which the statistics of retail sale. of goods .r. coup I led I •• ontalned rn 
statl.tlcal bull.tln "Retail Sal.s of 600ds· (Ref. No. 11.4) Septe.ber quarter 1968 of 31 D •• e.ber 1968. 

Ref. No. 11.6 
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TOTAL VALUE OF REJrAIL SALES OF GOODS 

(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, EJrC.) 

MONTHLY ESTIMATES I AUSTRALIA (a) (b) 

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 1961-62 Retail Census) 

(8 million) 

Month 1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 

Original 

July I 501 ·9 528.7 I 540.2 574.1 616.7 
August 490.0 517 .3 553·9 597·2 638.3 
September 497·7 527.3 561.7 604.3 597.2 
October 527.5 543.4 565·3 607·9 (c) 658.5 
November 530.8 564.8 599·2 649.8 (c~ 688.4 
December 696.1 737·6 784·4 816.8 (c 858.8 
January 495·4 508.2 544.1 588·9 
February 464·9 495·8 530.4 578.4 
March 506·7 535·5 57403 598.9 

I 
April 525.8 

I 539·1 559·0 597.7 
~ 528.6 , 563.0 608·5 658.8 
June 506·5 535.2 576.9 586.2 

Total for year 6,271·9 6,595·9 6,997·9 7,459·0 I 
Seasonally adjusted (d) 
, 

July 506·9 
, 

536.2 561·5 608.2 639·7 
I August 513.6 541·7 568.1 608.1 642.2 

September 514.3 
I 

542·4 570.3 616.6 

I 
632.0 

October 514.6 543.6 575·1 618.4 (c) 652.0 
November 523·5 I 545·5 576·7 622.4 (c) 653.8 
December 523.8 ! 547·0 582.8 621.1 (c) 664.2 
January 527.0 549·0 587.6 622·5 
February 520.0 ! 554.8 593.3 621.3 
March 532.0 : 

557·3 587·8 628·4 
April 533.4 550.1 590.3 620.0 
~ 528.8 i 563.6 596.0 631.6 
June 535·0 563.4 599·7 634·4 

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from 
April 1967 are subject to revision when more precise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses. (c) Provisional estimate (see paragraphs 2 to 5, page 
1). (d) See paragraph 6, page 1. -

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 31 JANUARY 1969 

K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics m~ be made in Canberra by telephoning 
48 9066 Extension 286 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 
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