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RETAIL SALES OF GOODS AUSTRAk'A 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1968 (PROVISIONAL) 

A provisional estimate of the total value of retai I sales in Australia (excluding motor vehioles, parts, 
petrol, etc.) for the month of November 1968 is shown in the table overleaf. Figures for some earlier months are 
also shown for purposes of oomparison. 

2. The provisional monthly estimates of retai I sales are obtained fromasub-sample of establishments used 
to provide quarterly estimates of the value of retai I sales. The monthly sub-sample is oomparatively sma I I slnoe 
it is designed to provide prompt estimates of the total value of retai I sales (excluding motor vehicles, parts, 
petrol, etc.) without plaoing an undue burden on either the resouroes of the Bureau or upon retai I establ ishments. 

3. As the provisional monthly estimates are derived from returns reoeived from a sample of retai I establis~-
ments, they may differ somewhat from the results which would have been obtained from a oomparable oomplete 
oollection. A measure of the likely differenoe is given by the standard error of the estimates. There are about 2 
ohances in 3 that a sample estimate wi I I differ from results which would be obtained from a oomparable oomplete 
001 leotion by less than 1 standard error and 190hances in 20 that the differenoe would be less than 2 standard 
errors. If, for example, a sample gives an estimate of $500 mi Ilion and the standard error of this estimate is 1 per 
oent, i .e, ~5 mi Ilion, then there would be 2 chanoes in 3 that a oomparable complete 001 leotion would give a figure 
within the range ~495 mi I lion to $505 mi Ilion and 19 ohanoes in 20 that the figure would be within the range $490 
mi II ion to $510 mi II ion. 

4, The standard error of the estimates of the total value of monthly retai I sales (exoluding motor vehioles, 
parts .• petro I, etc.) is about 1.0 per cent. The standard error of the month-to-month movement of the est i mates of 
the value of retai I sales is generally about 0.3 per cent of the current monthly estimate. For example, the 
movement in the value of retai I sales between the months of Ootober 1968 and November 1968 is shown by the original 
series in the table overleaf as an inorease of $29.9 mi II ion. The standard error of this movement is about 0.3 
per oent of the November 1968 estimate,' whioh is approximately $2.0 mi Ilion. Therefore, there would be 2 ohanoes 
in 3 that the movement in reta; I sales between Ootober 1968 and November 1968 would be between $27.9 mi Ilion and 
$31,9million and 190hanoes in 20 that it would be between $25.9 million and $33.9 million. 

5. The monthly estimates may also differ from those whioh would be obtained from a sample as large as that 
used to provide quarterly estimates. Hence, the sum of the estimates for the three months comprising a quarter 
may differ from the estimate obtained for that quarter from the ful I quarterly sample. The standard error of this 
differenoe is approximately 0.8 per cent of the quarterly estimate. The monthly estimates are subsequently adjusted 
in acoordance with the preliminary and final quarterly estimates as they beoome avai lable. 

6. Seasonally adjusted statistios are also shown in the table overleaf. In the seasonal adjustment .• 
aocount has been taken of both normal seasonal faotors and "trading-day" effects (arising from the varying numbers 
of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in the month). Whi Ie the normal seasonal faotors should ohange only gradually 
from year to year, the trading-day adjustment for any month wi I I vary from year to year in aocordanoe with the 
combination of days whioh oocur in the month. No adjustment has been made for the effects of movement in the date 
of Easter. Oetai Is of the methods used in seasonally adjusting these and other series are given in "Seasonally 
Adjusted Indioators 1968" (Ref. No. 1.10) issued on 21 May 1968. It should be noted that the seasonally adjusted 
figures reflect the sampling errors to whioh the original figures are subject. 

7. All figures in this bulletin are on a basis oomparable with the 1961-62 Retai I Censu~. Further 
information relating to the basis on which the statistios of retai I sales of goods are oompi led is oontained in 
statistical bulletin "Retai I Sales of Goods" (Ref. No. 11.4) September quarter 1968 of 31 December 1968. 

Ref. No. 11.6 



2. 

TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS 

(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES. PARTS. PETROL. ETC.) 

!>lONTHLY ESTH'fATES : AUSTRALIA (a) (b) 

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 1961-62 Retail Census) 

($ million) 

Month 1964-65 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 

Original 
'"-

I July 501 .9 528.7 540.2 574.1 616.7 
August 490.0 517.3 I 553.9 597.2 638.3 
September 497.7 527.3 561 .7 604.3 597.2 
October 527.5 543.4 565.3 607.9 (c) 658.5 
November 530.8 564.8 599.2 649.8 (c) 688.4 
December 696.1 737.6 784~4 816.8 
January 495.4 508.2 544.1 588.9 
February 464~9 495.8 530.4 578.4 
March 506.7 535.5 574.3 598.9 
April 525,8 539.1 559.0 5g7.7 
May 528.6 563.0 6080.5 658.8 
June 506.5 535.2 576.9 586.2 

Total for year 6,271.9 6.595.9 6,997.9 7,459.0 

Seasonally adjusted (d) 

July 506.9 536.2 561 .5 608.2 639.7 
August 513.6 541.7 568.1 608.1 642.2 
September 514.3 542.4 570.3 616.6 632.0 
October 514.6 543.6 575.1 618.4 ~~~ 652.0 
November 523.5 545.5 576.7 622.4 653.8 
December 523.8 547~0 582.8 621.1 
January 527.0 549.0 587.6 622.5 
February 520.0 554.8 593.3 621 .3 
March 532.0 557.3 587.8 628.4 
April 533.4 550.1 590.3 620.0 
May 528.8 563.6 596.0 631.6 
June 535.0 563.4 599.7 634.4 

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from 
April 1967 are subject to revision wben more precise information is available relating 
to trading by new businesses. (c) Provisional estimate (~paragraphs2 to 5, page 1). 
(d) ~ paragraph 6, page 1. 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 31 DECEMBER 1968 

K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
48 9066 "Jxtension 286 ,)r, in each State ca pi tal, by telephoning the office 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 
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