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To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast or cabled 
before NOON on FRIDAY, 26l'H JUNE,' 19640 -

RETAIL SALES OF GOODS g AUSTRALIA 

MONTH OF MAY? 1964 (Provisional) 

A sample survey of retail establishments in Australia is conducted by the 
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics each quarter" Sample estimates derived 
from a full response to that Survey? showing for each State retail sales classified by 
commodity groups, are published about three months after the end of each quarter. 
These estimates are subject to revision at a later stage, when more precise information 
is available relating to trading by new businesseso 

2. Prelimina;y quarterly figures p which are published in less detail about 
seven to eight weeks after the end of each quarter, are compiled on the basis of a 
large response from the full quarterly sample. The movement over the corr~sponding 
quarter of the preceding year which is shown by the preliminary quarterly estimates of 
total value of retail sales in Australia (excluding motor vehicles 9 parts~ petrol, etc.) 
normally differs by less than one per cent. from the corresponding movement shown by 
the estimates compiled from the full sample and published about three months after the 
end of the quarter. 

30 Provisional monthly estimates, which are published about three to four weeks 
after the end of each month~ relate only to the total value of retail sales in 
Australia (excluding motor vehicles, parts 9 petrolp etco) and are based on monthly 
returns collected from a sub-sample of the establishments included in the quarterly 
sample. The sub-sample is designed to provide an estimate lying within a relatively 
small range above or below the true figures so as to give an early approximate 
indication of trend. Undue significance should not be attached to very small move­
ments, or to the exact magnitude of any movements, shown by provisional estimates. 
These estimates are subsequently adjusted in accordance with quarterly estimates when 
the latter become available. ' 

4. The provisional estimate for M~, 1964 is published in this bulletin. 
Figures for earlier months are shown for purposes of comparisono 

50 Further information relating to the basis of statistics of retail sales of 
goods is contained in Statistical Bulletin No. 428 of 24th :Aprtl, 19640 

VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES PARTS PETROL ETC. 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES g AUSTRALIA a b 

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 1961-62 Retail Census) 
(£ million) 

Month Total {Excluding Motor Vehicles? Parts g Petro19 etc.} 
1961=62 1962-61 1963-64 

July 20109 212.3 228.1 1 '" i Z::; ':;';" 
August 21004 221.8 232~0 

~'-,...- ;" 

J '\ \-
September 21501 21407 221,00 ." "'. 
October 21502 221.6 241;,.9 ~ 

November 223.6 24002 -. ,.:/ ,I 
December 28205 286.0 

2~7~~ 
30},p',foo. f 

~~~ 
" ","'ly . January 210.1 22000 2330S:'v~:~·'\l.:rtl ~","~ .. J 

" '-Is" sl. ,./ 
February 19108 204·8 219·7""---"'-
March 212.6 21508 (c~ 223.9 
April 208·9 220·9 (d 236~1 
M~ 23203 239.7 (d) 248.9 
June 21407 2170'3 

Total for Year 2,63203 2p121.3 

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Terri tory 0 (b) Figures from 
April, 1963 are subject to revision when more precise information is available re­
lating to trading by new businesses. (0) Preliminary estimate (see paragraph 2}0 
(d) Provisional estimate (see paragraph 3) 0 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS COMMo~~rk ~=STICIAN 
CANBERRA, A.CoT.. 26TH JUNEs 19640 
~: Inquiries concerning these statistics may b!9 made in Canberra by telephoning 

41911 Extension 63 orp in eaoh State capital p by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics. 
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