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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX'
.DECEMBER UARTER 1

Ta Particulars concerning variations in retail prices as measured by the Interim

Retail Price Index for the six State capital cities of Australias are given herein.
2 This Interim Retail Price Index was instituted in Merchy; 1954, with pogt-

var weights and components, It is published quarterly and is deseribed in anmisl
"Labour Report® No. 43 (1954)-

3. Very large seasonal fluctiations in prices of potatoes and onions have ]
recently materially affected the movsment of the Aggregate All Groups Index. &n A1l - |
Groups Index which excludes their effects 1s shown herein in comparison with the ’
Aggregate A1l Groups Index calculated in the customary manner.

4o An approsdmate analysia for each capital city 1s shown hereunder and a v‘
corresponding analysis for the weighted average of the six capital cities is shown on
page /., The baae of the index for each city ia ¢ Year 1952~53 = 100,

Interim Tndex Polnts
Bxolud- ‘Movement, Ez:lude | Movement
ing 1 due to | SBEYO~ ing i due to Aggre-
a

‘.Index points Ffor June Quarter, 1956 107.0 | (+)1.5a 108.5] 111.6 [ (*11.7a | 113.3

Index points for June Quasrter, 1956 107.7 [ (#)30a | 109.5] 108.4 | (+)1.3a | 109.7
‘Movement during Sept. Quarter (#1310 | (#)1ein | (#)2.4] (+)0.2 54)1 o7 1 (#)1:9
Index points for Sept. Quarter,1956 108.7 | (+)3.2a 111.9 108.6 f_)B,Oa 111,46
Movement during Dec. Quarter (£30.8 | (=)1e5 | (=)0.7] (#)0.1](=)0.8 | {=)0.7
Index points for Dec, Quarter; 1956 109.5 | (#)1.7a | 111.2] 108.7 | (#)2.2a | 110.9
Movement during March Quarter (#)164 | (=)1.2 (#)0.2] (*)1,0 ] (~)2,2 | (~)1.2
‘Index points for March Quarterg1957{ 1109 | (#)0.5a 1 111.4] 109.7 cot | 109.7
Movement during June Quarter {(+)169 | (=)001 (+)1,0] {#)1.3 | (+)0.3 | (+)1.6
Index points for June Quarter, 1957 112,0 | (+)0042 112.4{ 111.2[(#)0:3a ] 111.3
 Movement during Sept. Quarter £(+)0,3 | (=)0.2 | #(#)0.1]| (#)1.2](<)0.3 | (+)0.9
Index points for Sept. Quarter;1957 { & 112.3 | (#)0.2a | & 112.5|  112,2 | con | 112,2
Movement during Dec. Quavter {#}1:3 E-)O'od (#)0.9| M -)0.39(-)0.1 [4=)0.35
Index points for Dec, Quarter, 1957 [ _ 13,6 ) (-)0.2a 113:4{2 $32:0 | (~)0.1a [®111.9 7
. T B,
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Potatoes| "otatoes E;;e Potatoes| Potatoes ﬁ;ﬁ
end | and o 00| and and | o oups
_Onions ng | "FO%P8 | onions | Onions P
SYDNEY ] MELBOURNE ’

Movement during Sept, Quarter °* (*)4.2 $¢g1°3 (#)5.5) (+)0.7 2*)107 (+)2.4
Index points for Sept. Quarter,1956 11,2 | {¢)2,8a 114.0F - 112,3 | (*#)3.42 | 115.7

Movement during Dec, Quarter (#)1.4 ] («)1.6 (=)0.2] (+)0,8 | (-}1.0 |(=)0.2
Index points for Dec, Quartsr, 1956 112,6 | (*)1.2a 13,8 113.1 50;2643 115,5
Movement during March Quarter (*31.1 ] (=)1.2 (=)0o1] (#)0.6 | (=)2,0 [ (=)104
Index points for March Quarter,1957 | 113,7 ool | 13,7 113,71 (#)0.4a | 11441
Movement, during June Quarter (+)0.8 (0-;0,2 (#)1.00 (+31.1 [ {*#)0,1 | (#)1.2
Index points for June Quarter, 1957 11465 | (+)0.2a 114.7) 114.8 | {*)0.5a | 115.3
Movement during Sept, Quarter ()07 | (=)0.4 | (#)0.3} (+)0.5 | (-)0.3 | (+)0.2
Index points for Sept. Quarter,1957 | 115,2|(-)0.2a| 115.0] 115.3 | (+)0.2a | 115.5
Movement during Des. Quarter sa | (=)0.2 | («)0.2] (=)0.17(-)0,1 [ (=)0.2
Index polnts for Dec. Quarter; 1957 | __115,2 | (=)0.4a 11408!  115.2 ] (#)0.1a | 115.3

(
PERTH //# 7 HOBART
Index pointa for June Quarter, 1956 115.0 10028 115.2] 11461 (+)1.0a | 11501

(+)o
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+31.1 ?)0,3 {#)1.4} (#)2.3 s*;0o9 (*)3.2
Index points for Sept. Quarter,1956 | 116.1 | (#)0.58 | 116,6] 116.4 | (+#)1.92 | 118.3
Movement. during Dec, Quarter (#3101 | (w)0o1 (#31.0] (#)1.3 | (=)0.2 | {+)1.1
Index points for Dec, Quarter, 1956 | 117.2 g*;ogl.a 11761 1177 | (#)1.7a | 119.4
Movement during March Quarter (#)1.2 [ (<)0.1 | (*)1.1] (+)0.8 2'".)163 (-)0e5
Index pointe for March Quarter,1957 11844 | (#)0032a 18,7 18,5 | (#)0.4a | 118.9
Movement during June Quarter - {+)1.5 " (#)1.5} {+)0.7 so | (#)0.7
Inéex points for June Quarter, 1957 | 119.9 | (*)0.3a 120,21 119.2 | (#}0.4a | 119.u
Movement during Sept, Quarter - | (<)0.1 | oo | (=)0o1} (=)0.2](-)0.6 (=)0.8
Index pointa for Sept, Quarter;1957 {  119.8 | (#)0.3e | 120,1| 119,0 [ (=)0.2a | 118.8
Movement during Dec, Quarter 1 (=)069 1 (<)0a1 (~)1.0] (#)004 ] («)0.1 | (+)0.3

Index points for Dec, Quarter, 1957 | 118,9 '(0)0.23 1191 11904 ] (<)0.3a [ 119.1
(a) Cumilative from base period, {+) Denotes increase, (-) Donotes decresse, t_Rsvisedo
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56 Comparative average reteil prices of potatoes for the six cepital c:lties
are shown hersunderiw

.&VER.AGE» RETAIL PRICES OF POTATOES
Pence per 7 .1bs,

Wolghted

Sydney|Melbourne|Brisbane|Adelalde| Perth|Hobart| Average of

3 ' . Six Capitals
December Quarter, 1952 34 R4 23 24 28 29 28
4 1953 61 53 58 52 | 29 65 55
n " 1954 29 18 30 23 29 29 25
" " 1955 | 56 56 46 54 33 60 53
March u 1956 66 59 a 46 3% 67 60
June " " 88 8z g0 64 37} 67 79
September v w 127 129 116 110 37 | 90 118
December o " 31 99 76 88 4, |- 88 85
March " 1957 47 41 45 30 | 44 52 C 43
June " " 50 47 Al 36 43 52 6
September u . 40 34 37 28 43 3 | 37
December n n 33 34 30 26 38 | 31 | 33
Month of December, 1957 29 33 . 25 | 28 35 33 | 30

60 The observations in these Statistical Bulletins are made, as is customary,

to ngsist public understanding of the trenda in retail prices within the definition of
the respective indexes,

Ts Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
purposes decide in the light of their own requirements «what price index (if any) is
relevant to their purposcs and how it shall be applied. The Statisticlan's function

is to supply indexes end informstion thereon as required by those authorities. The
Statistician expresses no view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price indexes
in this connection,

8, Group and aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Nuibers are shown-belowt=
IABLE 1_: INTERIM RETAIL P BX -~ GROUP INDEXES
Welghted Average of Six Capital Cities '
Bage : Yeax 1952-53 = 100){a)
. ’ Clothing | Other Ag

. - gregate

Poriod Food Ay and Rent Ttems a1 Groups

Year ended June - A B _ ' ‘ A B
1953 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,06 | 100,0
1954 102.8 1037 101.6 105.0 100.9 102,2 102.5
1955 104.8 104.% 10264 109,6 101.4 103.7 103.6
1956 108,1 110.6 103.3 115.5 10644 107.0 | 108,0
1957 12,4 115.8 105.8 122,.5 117.8 113,0 114.3

Quarter - _ '
1954 s December 104.3 103,7 102,3 - 109.3 101.2 103.4 103.2
1955 ¢ March . 105.3 105.3 102.4 109.7 101.2 103.8 103.8
June lOéoD 70604 10303 11005 101 09 i 10‘05 101}07
September “106.7 108,2 103.3 11%,4 | 102,.8 105.1 1057
December 107°0 109.0 103.4 112.0 106.2 1063 107.0
1956 3 March 108,2 | 110,6 | 103.3 118.8 | 106,7 | 107.4 | 108.3
June 10,7 114.5 103.4 119.7 110.1 109.4 | 110,8
September 111.9 119,6 103.8 120.6 |. 115.6 11,5 1M4.4
December 11,6 116.,2 | 105,3 121.5 117,.8 112.5 | 11402
1957 ¢ March 112.6 113.2  '1'06,3 [ 1231 18,5 113.5 113.7
June 113.3 114.2 107.9 1246 119,.3 11465 | 11!.,8.
September 113.7 113.8 108.,4 | 1261 | 119.9 1151 | 115,%
December 112.8 | 192.4 | 109.1 127,60 [#120.87] 115.10 | 11,9

(a) Figures appearing afier the decimal point in the ’cablea herein possess little
significance for generai statistical purposes., They are inserted to avoid the
minor distortions that would oceur in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole number, & Lev:sasr. .

Indexes in Columns™A® exclude; and those in Columna "B¥ include, potatoes
aad onicns, See paragraphs 3 and A on page 1 of 'c‘bie Bu.llatino :

3o

9 The next table shows aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbers for each
of the aix State crpital eities individually in comparison with the weighted average
index for the six 'itate capitals combineds.

- TABLE 2 : INTERIM RE?AII. PRICE_INDEX .
- FOR SIX CAPITAL CTTIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED
(Base of Index for Each Gity and for 3ix Capitel Cities : Year 1952-53 = 100)(a}

8ix Capital

Period’ _ Sydney Melbcmrne Brisbane |Adelaide Peg&th Hobart Citise (b)
‘ Aggregate - ALl Groups
Tomr omisT T . . e e e , S
1951 T4ob 7502 T6ad | ThoT | The5 | 7301 7469
1952 M7 9.0 92,7 90,9 90,7 | 89.9 | N4
1953 9000 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100.0 [100.0 | 100.0 1004.0
1954 : 102,2 102.4 | 103.0 | 102.0 [103.:9 | 106.6 10245
1955 103,17 | 102.7 | 104,0 | 103.6 {109.6|105.6 103,.6
1956 F06.1 [ 109.5 | 107.1 | 107.2 [112.7 | 1115 108,0
1957 . - 11401 11501 11107 110o9 11803 11901 11403
Quarter =
1955 ¢ December (c¢) 105.4 | 108.3 106,0 10644 | 111.6|109,6 1070
1956 3 mrﬁh c) 10602 110o1‘ 10703 v 10608 11301 11300 10803
June (¢) 108,5 | 193:3 | 109.5 | 109.7 |115.2 ] 115.1 110.8
September 56) 11460 | 115.7 | 111.9 | 1116 [116.6 | 18,3 114.4
December - (c) 113.8 | 115:5 | 111.2 | 1109 [ 197,61 119.4 | 11442
1957 3 March é - 113.7 | 4ol | 1114 | 109.7 | 118,71} 118,9 113,7
June {¢ 4.7 | 1153 | 112.4 | 11143 | 120,21 119.6 114,.8
September {o) .| 115.0 | 115.5 l#112.5 | 112.2 {120,1] 118.8 | 115.1

December _{c) 14,8 | 115.3 1 113.4 (111871 119,11 119.1 14,9
All Groups mtcamms Rotatoes and Onions (e)

Year ended June = _ . v . o
1956 : 105.3 108.4 | 1059 106,3 [ 112,61 110.6 107.0

1957 113.0 113.5 110.3 109,5 |117.9] 118.0 113.0
Quarter -
1955 s December 10408 1073 105.4 105.4 1 111.5] 108.6 106,13
1956 : March 105.3 109.4 [ 105.8 106.1 {113.1 | 111,9 107.4
' June 10700 11106 107.7 1.08@4 11500 11491 109010
September T11.2 112.3 - | 1087 108.6 {116,1] 116.4 1115
December 112,6 13,1 109.5 108.7 | 117,.2} 117.7 112.5
1957 32 March 113.7 113.7 110.9 109.7 | 118.4) 118.5 113.5
June 114.5 114.8 112,0 111.0 { 119,91 119.2 11465
September ?1502 11503 *11203 1122 11908 119,0 1150114/7/'}7

December 315.2 115.2  § 113.6 22 L1194 L 115
{a) Pigures appearing after the decimal point in the tables hemin possess little
significence for general statistical purposes, They are inserted to avoid the minor
distortions that would occur in rounding off the figures to the nearest whole mumber.

- (b) Weighted average, (¢) Ses paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin., #Revised.

10, The sbove indexea measure price movements for each clty individually and

the difference in degree o price movement in respective citlies over the perlods shown.
But they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail price levels in any city with
the retail price levels of any other city,

Mo The Interim Retall Prise Index was first published and described in 8.9.265

of 24th March, 1954, It has been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 195657 and for

each quarter from September quarter, 1952. The list of items covered by the index is
representative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earmer houssholda, The
group woights and the item welghts of the Interim Index relate broadly to the consumptien
pattern of 1950-1953, Those of the %C® Series Index rolate to the pre-war pattern,

12, . The list of items in the Interim Index is more comprehensive than that of
the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group weights differ
substantially from thoae used in the O™ Serdes Index., 4 comparison of group welghts
and of the list of items in the respective indexes is shown on pages 10 - 12 of the
anmual ®Labour  Report® No. 43 (1954).

13, At timea appreclable disparities appesr in tho movement of t‘ae respective
indexes for irdividual citles from quarter to quarter. The Interim Index, being based
on recent weights and an extended list of items; is the more representative measure of
quarterly retail price veriations.




.
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14a In view of the circumstances described briefly ¢n page T of this Bulletin,
the following analysis is provided of the movemenis in the Inberim Hetail Price Index
for the six capital cities combined (Base : Year 1952-53 = 100) in comparison with
those of the "C" Series Index converted arifthmetically tc the same bage year:-

Approxinats Analygis of Movements in the "Interim® and "2% Series Retail Price Indexes
Yeipghted Average Six Capital Citieg

Movement
due to Aggre-

Potatoes gate

ng
Potatoes| Potatoes A1

A1l
and and and and
Onions | Oniong Groups Onions | Oniong | Groups
' C* Series Index Qg’g;(_fi%;_ﬁg

Index points for June Quarter, 1956 109.7 [ {+)2.1a | 11,8 109.4 | (+)1.4b | 110.8
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+)1a4 s+)2o4 (#)3.8] (#)2:1 [ {+)1.5 |[(+)3.6
Inde% points for Sept. Quarter,1956 111 { (#)4e5a | 115,61 111.5 | (#)2.9b | 11404
Movement during Dec. Quartex (¢)0.6 | (=)2.0 | {(=)1e4]| (#)1.0}(=)102 ] (=)0o2
Index points for Dec, Quarter, 1956 11,7 1 (*)2:5a | 114.2] 112.5 i*;“l oTo | 11402
Movement during March Quarter (#}0.9 | (=)2.3 [ («=)104] (*)1.0 | (=)}105 |(=)0.5
Index points for March Quarter;1957 12,6 | (+)0.2a | 112,8| 1135 | (+)0.26 | 113.7
Moverent during June Quarter (+)0.9 | (#)0.1 [ (*)1.0] (#)1.0( (+)0.1 | (#)1.1
Index points for June Quarter, 1957 11345 (+3093a 113.8] 114,51 (#)0.3b | 114.8
Movement during Sept. Quarter {+)0.5 S- 065 oo} (#)0.61 (=)0.3 [(+)0,3
Indax points for Sept, Quarter;1957 114.0 | {=)0sRa { 113,81 115.1 ool | 115,13
Movement during Dec. Quarter eo { (=)063 }(=)0.3 (~)0.2 | (=)0.2

Index points for Dec arter, 1 114,0 | (=)0 113.5 115:1 1 (-)022b | 114.9
{e) Camilative from zand including; September Quarter; 1955, {(b) Cumlative from base
period, (¢} Denotes increase, (=) Denotes decrease,

15, The following table shows the Interim Index for the six capital cities

combined {with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with "CY Series Index
numbers converted arithmetically to the zame base yesar,

IABLE 3 ¢ COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RETAIL PRICES (Bage s Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

Period 0% Series Index Interim Index
) - B
Year snded June - 1953 100,0 100.0 100,0
1954 102.8 12,2 1025
1955 10307 A:.« ‘nv 10306
A B
1956 107.5 108.8 107.0 108,90
1957 112,2 11461 113.0 11443
Quarter - 1955 g March 103.9 103.8 103.8
June v 105.0 104 .5 104,.7
A B
Septembar 105.9 106.6 105.1 105.7
December 106.7 107.7 106,.3 107.0
1956 2 Mareh 107.8 109,0 107 04 108.3
June 109.7 111.8 10904 110.8
September 11141 115.6 111,.5 T14od
Dacember 11,7 11402 11245 14,2
1957 3 March 112.6 112.8 113.5 113.7
June 113.5 113.8 114465 114.8
september 11400 11308 11501 11591
December 11450 13,5 115,70 1149

a) See note to Table 1 herein.

Indexes in Columns "A® exclude, and those in Columng "B"'inelude, potatoes
and onions. See parayraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin. ~ - -

16, The rental component used in theme retaill price indexes nas been contimied
on the basis descrlbed on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report™ No. 41 (1952), Analysis of
data of the Census of 1954 and recent surveys show that in a}l cities the mumbere of
houses privately rented have diminighed very rapldly and that rents of the residusal
houses (alone)} are no longer sufficiently representative as the housing component of
the retail price indexes. The housing component is under conaideration.

Thls document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and conteins
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Qemmonveslth Statistician
rarsuant to the Census and Statistics Act 1505-1949,

S.R. CARVER
COMMONVEALTH BUREAU OF GENSTS AND STA 4 COMMONWEALTY STATISTICIAN
CANBERRA, _ 1.c.%. _ LS : "
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