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 INTERIM RETAIL PRICE IFDEX
DECBIBER QUARTER, 1955.

1. This sﬁmaty‘ cortalns the Interim Retail Prioe Index for the six State
oapital citles for Tecamber quarter, 1955; in comparison with earlier periods,

2. The index was desoribed in S.8,265 of 24th March, 1954, It has been
conpiled for the years 1950~51 to 1954-55 and for eaoh quarter fyom Sspiember quarter,
1952. The list of items _ooversd by the index ia representative of a high proportion
of oxpenditure of wage earner households., The weighting pattern and the 1ist of
ocmponent items in the Intsrim Index relate to current cornditions., Those of the “C©

- Series Retall Price Index yelate to the pre-war patteorn of wage earner expenditure and
conawnption.

3. : ‘l'he list of items in the Interim Index is more oc.aprehensive tham that of
the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group weights differ
eubstantially from those used in the "¢ Series Index.

4. Gmug and as@sgai;e Inta::.-im Beteil Prioe Index Numbers are shown below:-

'mnfx.x‘g; 1+ INTERIM REPATL PRICE INDEX . GROUP INDEXES |

‘ ted Average of Six Ca’ital Cities
iBase 1 Year 195253 « 100)(a

, Qlothing ) oy Total
Period Food  and Rent ?:’;;: o
: ’ : Drapery . ~ . Groups
. Year.,e‘:nd‘ea June - ) a . :
1951 - 61.9 ’ 78.1 90.3 76.3 74.9
1952 o - 89.4 -93.8 92.3 9143 91.4
1953 - 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 100.0 10C.0
1954 103.7 10,6 105.0 . | 100.9 102.5
1955 : 104.6 » 102. 4 109. 6 . 101.4 103.6
Quarter - o )
1952 &+ September 99.8 98,0 91.0 |. 98.7 98.8
’ Dedember . 98.5 99.6 | 99.0 100.0 ©99.3
1953 © Maroh 1 "100.0 100.4 . 101.4 100.6 100.4
: June . 10t.7 102.0 102.6 100.7 101.8
September ©103.9 101.5 - 103.3 . 101.0 102. 4
December 103.4 11,6 . 103.9 | 100.5 102.2
1954 ¢ Hevoh 104.¢ | 101.8 104.9 101.2 102.7
- . June 103,17 - 1015 - 107.T 100.9 102.7
_ September - 1032,0 101.6 - 108.9 101.2 102.7
- 'Deceamber 103.7 - 102.3 109.3 101.2 103.2
1955 1 March 105.3 102. 4 109.7 10,2 | 103.8
, June , 106.4. 103, 3 ’ 110.5 101.9 104.7
Septamber: 108.2 103.3 111.4 - 102.8 105.7
December . 109.0 | 403.4 11¢.o L 106.2 107.0

(a) meuros appaarlng after the decimal potnt in the tabloa hereln possess 1little
slgnifioanoce for general statistiocal pirposes. They are inserted to avoid
the minor distortions that would ocscur in :-ounding off the figures to the
uearoat whole numbsr,

5. The next table shows agemgaﬁo Interim Beteil Price Index Bumders for
each of the eix State ospital olties individually in comparison with the weightod
svwag‘ index for the aix State oapital: 3omb1aods-

193,
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TABLE 2 s INTERIM RETAIL PRICE TKDEX

FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIBS, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED

(Base of Index for Bach City and for Siz Capital Cities
Yoar' 1952-53 « 100)(a)

Poriod _|Sydney |Melbourne | Bricbane | Adelaide | Perth | Hobsrt Etf‘:’;izg‘
Year ended June -
1951 74.6 75.2 76.4 74.7 74.5 73.14 74,9
18952 94.7 91.0 92.7 0.9 90.7 89.9 21,4
1953 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1954 102.2 102.4 103.0 102.0 | 103.9 106.6 102.5
1955 1031 102.7 104.0 103.8 109.6 105.6 103.6
Quarter -
1952 September 98,6 98,6 99.3 99.7 98.8 97.2 98.8
Decemdber 99.4 99.2 99,4 99.0 99.3 97.8 99.3
1953 March 100.5 100.3 100.2 100, 1 100. 4 501.8 900. 4.
June 101.5 101.8 101.1 104.2 101.6 103.2 101.6
September 102.2 102.6 102.0 102, 1 102.7 106.9 102.4
December 101.8 102,2 103. 4 101.7 102.2 107.4 102.2
1954 March 102.6 102.4 103.8 102.0 103.3 106.7 102.7
June 102.2 102.3 103.3 102.0 107 .6 105.3 102.7 -
September 102.2 101.8 102.8 102.5 109.0 105.1 102.7
Deocember 102.9 102.2 103,6 102.8 108.7 104.9 103.2
1955 March | 103.4 102.9 104.5 103.5 i09.3 105.8 103.8
June 103.8 104 105.1 105.4 111.2 106.6 104.7
September 104.6 105. 9 105.6 106.0 1111 108.2 105.7
December 105.4 108.3 106.0Q 106.4 111.6 109.6 107 .0

(&) Figures appearing after the deoimal point in the tablss heredn possess little

~.gignificoanoe for general astatiastiocal purposes..

They are inserted to awid the

minor distortions that would oscur in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole numbexr,
(b) Weighted average.

6.

1,

The above indexss measure priove movements for eaoh oity individually and
the difference in degreo of price movement in respective cities over the periods shown,
But they do rot provide a comparison of absolute retail price levels 1in any oity =ith
the retail price leveols of any other eity,

The following table shows for each of the past five fisocal yesrs and for
sach of the fourteen querters Sep tember, 1952 %o Decemdar, 1955 the Interim Index for
the Six Capital Cities combinmed, with tke year 1952-53 as base = 100, in oomparison

with the ™C" Series Index recomputed to the aame dases=

TAELE s COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS (Base : Year = 100 8
Peri od _ Stx Capltal Cities (Wed ghted Average)
nCn Series Index Interim Indox
Year ended June - 1951 74.8 T74.9
1952 91.7 91.4
1951 100.0 100.0
1954 102,8 102.5
1953 103.7 103.6
marter — 1952 September 99.0 98.8
Decamber 99.2 99.3
1953 Merch 100.3 100. 4
June 101.4 101.6
September 102.7 102.4
Deo an'ber 102- 9 102- 2
1954 Maroh . 102.9 102,7
June 1062.8 102.7
Sep tember 10,6 102.7
Dacember {03.2 103.2
1955 March 103.9 103.8
. June 105.0 104.7
Sep tember 106, 6 105.7
Decenber 107.1 107.0
{a) Sve note to Tadle 2 evove. ‘
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS &HD STATISTICS S.B. CABRVER

CANBERRA,

AC.T,

- AST. FEBRUARY, 13%6.

ACTING COMMOBWEALTH STATISTICIAN




