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Toe ba treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT %o be pubvlished, broadcast or cabled
before NOON on FRIDAY, 25TH OCTOBER, 1957.

IFTERIY REPATL FRICE INDEX
SEPTEMBER QUARTER, $957

1s Particulars concerning variations in meiail prices as measursd by the Interim
Retail Price Indexz for the aix State ocapital cities of Australia awe given heraein.

2. " This Interim Retail Price Index was instituted im March, 1954, with post-
war weights and components. It is rublished quarterly snd is desczu.bed in annual
"Labour Repert" No. 43 (1954).

3, Very large seoasonal fluctuaticns in prices of potatoes and cnions, firsi
upward then downward; affected the moevement of the Aggregaie All Groups Index in most
cities from September Quarter, 1%6;, to March Quarter; 1957, snd caused disparate
sovements in the-aggregate indexes for respective citiesn.

4, In order to provide an indication of the trend of the index in respect of
items not materially affected by seasonal factors, an All Groups Index which excludes
poiatoes and onions is shown horéein in comparison with the Aszgregate All Groupe Index
nautioned in paragraph 3 above.

5, An approximate analysis for sach capital ci’ﬁy is shown hereunder and a
¢orresponding analysis for the weighted aversge of the six capital citlies is shown or
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page 4. The base of the imdex for sach city is : Year §952-53 = 100.
v Interim Index Poinis
Exciud-| Movement Evxclud-| Movement|
ing due to 588?" ing due to Aggf:-
Potatoss | Potatoes ﬁle Potatoas|Potatoes ill
and and Groups and
Oalons Oaiona Onions
SYDNEY MELBOURNE
Indéx points for Juns Quarter; 1%6 107.0 #)1.85a; 10B.5| 1311.6
 Movement during Sept. Quarter +)42 +)3.3 [ (+)5.5] (+)0.7 | (+ )
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 1956 119.% +)2.8af 114,001 112.3 +)3.4a| §15.7
Yovemient during Dec. Quarter (+)1.4 =11.6 | (=)0.2| {+)0.8 -)1.0 | («)0.2
Indsx points for Dec. Quarter, 1956 112, (+)1a2a] 113.8] 13,1 +)2.48 | 11545
Movement during March Quarter {+)101 9.2 | (=)0.1] (4)0.6 -)2.0 {(~)1.4
Index points for March Quarter, 1957| 113.7 ooa| 11371 11307 +}0.4a) 1141
Movement during Juneé Quartsr +)0,8 +Y002 | (4)9.0] (4)101 )01 |(#)4.2
Index points for June Quarter,; 1957 1‘14 5 +)0.2a| §14.7| 114.8 +)0.5a| 115.3
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+)0.7 =30.4 [ (4)0.3| (£)0.5 | (~)063 {+)0.2
Index peoints for Sept. Quartew, 1957 it5.2 =)0:28| 115.0| 11543 +)0.2a| 115.5
L ‘ BRISBANE ADELAIDE _
" Indéx points for June Quarter, 1956 1077 +)1.8a 103.5| 108.4 +}1.3a] 10907
Movement during Sept. Quartier {+)4.0 #9104 [ (#)2.4] {#)0.2 14,7 [(#)1.9
Iridex points for Sept. Quarter, 1956| 108.7 {+)3,2a| 119.9] 108.6 +)3.0a} 111.6
Movement during Dec. Quarter (+)0.8 w3105 | (=)0sT] (#)0a1 ~30.8 |{=)9:7
Index points for Dec, Quarter, {956 109.5 #)4.Tal 11t.20 908.7 +)2.2a| 110.9
Movement during March Cuarter (+)’io4 «)1e2 +)0.2 (1«)%0 =)2.2 [{-}1.2
Index points for March Quarter, 19%57] 110.9 {+)0.5a; 111,47 109.7 sott{ 109,7
Movement during June Quarter (#$)8et | ()00 |(+)1:0] (4313 | (+)0.3 [(+)1.6
Index points fer June. Quarter, 197 112,0 +)Oo4a J1i2.4) 111.0 +)0.3a] 9113
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+)0.5 10,2 | (+)0e3] (+)}9e2 | (=)03 [(+)0.9
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 19571 §125 +§0u2a- 192:7) 11202 oota| 1122
' PERTH HOBART
Index points for June Quartery; 1956 115,0 +;002'a 395,21 11401 | {+)1s0a| 21541
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+)1e4 43003 [ (#)7.4] {#)2.3 | (#)029 [(+)302
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 1956 | 116.1 +)0.5a| 416,61 146.4 +)}9.92] 11843
Hovement during Dec. Quarter (+)101 <3061 [{#)1.0] (#)%.3 | {-)0.2 [{+)tat
Index points for Dec, Quarter, 1956 §17.2 +)0.4a| 137.6| 1177 +)1a7a| 11944
Hovemant during ¥arch Quarter (+)1u2 «}0,1 (+~)1o‘. (+)0.8 ~)1.3 (“)005
Index points for Marck Quarter, 1957 118.4 +)0-3a| 918.7] 11845 +)0.4x | 118.9
Movement during June Quarter (+)1.5 e |(#)305] (#)0.7 eo [{4)9:7
Index points for June Quarter, 1357 119.9 (#)0.3a] 120.2] 119.2 +)0.4a ! 119.6
Uovement during Sept. Quarter (=)0.3 vo [(=)0att (=)0.2 -=)0.6 |{~)0.8
Indax points for Sept. Quarter, 1957  115.8 (#0038} 120.1] 919.0 «)Co2a | 196.8
(a) Cumulative from base period. (+) Demotes inorease. (-~) Denctes decreasa.
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6, Comparative average retail prices of potatoes for the six capitaJ. cities
are shown heresunder:—

AVERAGE RBTATL mucsshow POTATOES

Pence Yer 7 1bs.

" Wolghted

Sydney| Melbourne| Brisbane|Adelaide| Perth|Hobart| Ave rage of
_ L v : : . Six Capitals
September Quavter, 1952 41 33 34 32 301 33 36
" " 1954 30 i8 32 21 ‘32 22 26
" " 1955 54 49 59 44 37 51 51
December " 1955 56 56 46 54 33| 60 - 53
¥arch " 1956 66- 59 79 46 39| 67 60 -
June " " 88 82 80 64 37 67 19
September " # 127 129 116 110 37 90 118
Decembar o « 81 99 76 88 44 | 88 85 -
March " 1957 47 41 45 30 44 52 43
June " " 50 47 41 36 43 52 46
September n " 40 34 37 28 43 34. 37
Yonth of September, 1957 | 39 35 35 29 { 43| 30 36
1 The obserwvations in these Statistical Bulletins are made, as is customary,

to assist public undsrstanding of the trends in retail prioces within the deﬁnition of
the regpective indexses,

8. Tribunals and other suthoritiss concerned with wage adjustment and other
purposes decide in the light of their cwn requirements what price index (if any) is
relevant to their purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statistician's function

is %0 supply indexes and information thereon as required by those authorities. The
Statistioian expresses no view as to the merits or denmsrits of the use of price indexes
in this connection. .

9. Group and aggrsgate Intar: 1 Retail Price Indsx Numbers are shown hélovz-
TABLE 1 1@ INTER'i.M RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES

Weighted Avergge of 8ix Capital Cities
\Base : Year’ 592-53 = 400)(a)

Clothing o ‘o

Pertod Food and Rent | g:z;: ﬁ’{rggzz;a

. —p DEEROTY ' — -

Yoar ended June - A B ! : A B
1953 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 | 100,0 100.0 100.0
1954 102.8 103.7 101.6 105.,0 | 100,9 | 102.2 102.5
1955 104.8 1046 102.4 | 109.6 | 101.4 103.7 103 .6
1956 108, 1 110.6. | 103.3 115.5 106 .4 107.0 108,0
1957 12,4 | 115.8 | 105.8 | 1225 | 117.8 | 113.0 | 114.3

Quarter - i

1954 : September 103.6 103,0 101.6 108.,9 10%.2 102.9 102.7
December 3704,3 103,7 102.3 $09,3 i0iqs2 103.4 0 103,2
1955 : March 105.3 | 10503 102.4 | 109.7 | 101.2 | 103,8 | 103,8
Juna 1G5 40 106 o4 103.3 11045 101.9 904.5. 1047
September 06,7 108,92 103.3 111.4 102.8 10501 105.7
December {07.0 109.0 “103.4 112.0 106 .2 106.3 107.0
1956 : March 108.2 | 11046 103.3. | 198.8 | 106.7 | 107.4 108.3
June 11047 1145 - 403.4 1197 | 1041 109.4. 110.8
September 1119 | 11946 103.8 | 120.6 115.6 | 111.5 114.4
Deceomber 111.6 16,2 105.3 | 1215 117.8 | 11245 114.2
1997 : March 112,.6 113,2 | 106.3 1231 118.5 | 113.5 11347
June i13.3 114.2 107.9 1246 119.3 114.5 | 114.8
September 113.7 113.8 108.4 | 26,1 119.9 115, 1 15,1

(a) Figures appearing after the decimal point in tho tables herein possess little
aignificance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid tha.
minor distortionas that would oceur in rounding off the figures to the nearaat
whole aumber, ,

Indexes in Cclumn Ra% oxcludé, and those im Golumns 2B {include, potatoea’

and onions., See paragraphs 3 to 5 on page i of this Bulletin«
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10, The next table showe aggregale Tnterim Retnil Price Index Humbers for each
of the six State capital citles individually in comparison with the weighted average
index for the six State capitale combined -

‘TABLE 2 1 INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX

: FOR_SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED
(Base of Index for Bech City and for Six Capnal Cities ® Year 1952-53 = 100)(a)

.Pez:;lod Sydney Mel‘boume Bmsbang Adelaide Per‘kh Ho’b; ot sé;f:“(;:l)
. . Aggresate ~ ALl Grovps
- Year ended June - 1 o L )
E 1951 . 74.6] 7502 764 T4o7 | 7451 7301 749
1952 91.7 91.0 92.7 90,9 | 90.7| .89.9 91.4
1953 100.0] 100,0 00,0 {00,0 [100.0| 100.0 100,0
1954 102,2] 102.4 1030 102,C [103.9 | 106.6 102.5
1955 . 103,49 02,7 10440 103.6 [ 909.6 | 905.6 103.6
1956 - 106.1] 10945 107. 1 107.2 [112.7 | 191.5 108.0
‘957 11401 ‘15@1 €11a7 . 11009 ’i1603 11901 11403
Quarter _ ' .
1955 & September Ec; 04,6 10548 105.6 106,0 | 111,71 | 108.2 105.7
Décem'ber [+] 1%04 108:3 ?0600 1“04 . 11106 ‘lo9n6 10750
1956 : March gcg 106.21 110.4 107.3 106.8 {113.1] 193.0 108.3
June (c, 108,5| 113.3 109.5 109.7 [115.2 | 115.1 10,8
September écz 114,00 15,7 | 111.9 | 119.6 [116.6 1 11843 114.4
December (c) 113.8] 11525 11102 110,9 [117.6 | 119.4 ¢ 14,2
(1957 + Jaran fo 1370 1121 | f11.4 | 909.7 [498.7 | 1189 [ 1137
June 43 11497 115&3 112.4 111.3 120,2 119«6 11408
September {c) 115.0] 115.5 11207 19202 |120.1| 118.8 1151
Al) Sroups EXCLUDING Potatoces and Onions (o)
Year ended June -~ )
1956 105.3] 1C8.4 105..9 105.3 [112.6 | 110.6 107.0
1957 113.0] 413.5 11003 §09.5 |117.9 | 148.0 13,0
Quarter -
1955 : September 104.1| 10541 104 .6 105.4 |110.8 | 10707 10501
December 104.8| 107.3 10554 105.4 [111.5 | 108.6 06,3
1956 1 March 105.3| 109.4 1058 - 106.1 [113.9| 111.9 107.4
June f07.0[ 111,86 107.7 108.4 | 115.0 1 11401 109.4
Septemher 11,2  192.3 108.,7 1086 |116.1 ] 116.4 111.5
Decenber 1’256 ‘ 11301 10905 . 10807 b} ‘1702 11707 t1205
1957 t ¥arch 113-17 11307 110.9 109»7 1%804 11895 113.5
June 114.5|  $14.8 112.0 114.0 [919.9 | 119.2 | 114.5
September - 195.2] 11563 | 1125 ;| $12.2 {199.8 | 119.0 11541

(a) Figures appearing after thte decimal point inm the tables hereln possess little
significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the mincr
distortions that would ocour in rounding off the figures %o the nearest whole number.
(b) Weighted average. (o) See paragraphs 3 to S on page i of this Bulletin.

1. The above indexes measure price movemsnte for each city individually and
theé difference in degree of price movement in reeysctive cities over the periods showm.
But they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail price levels in any city with
the retail price levels of any other olty.

12, The Interim Retail Price Index was fxrst published and dascribed in S.S5.265
of 24th Maroh, 9954, I% has besn compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1956-57 and for
each quarter from September quarter, 1952, Ths list of items covered by the index is
representative of a bigh proportion of expenditurs of wage earner heuseholds, The
group weights and the item weights of the Interim Index 1elate broadly to the consumption -
pattern of 1950-1553. Those of the "CY Serles Index relate to the pre-war pattern.

13. The list of items in the Interim Indsx is pmore comprehensive than that eof

_the "C" Ssrles Index an? some of the principal food weights and group weights differ

eubstsntiuly from those used in the '"C* Series Index. A comparison of group weighta
and of the list of items in the respsotive indaxes i shown on pages 10 — 12 of the
annual "Labour Report" No. 43 (‘39543e

14, At tiwes approciable dlaparities appear in ihe movement of the reepeciive
indexes for individuwal citiea from gquarter to quartero The Interim Index; being based

" on recent weights and an extended list of itemsg is the mors accurate msasure of

qunrterly rotail price variations.
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15 In visw of the ecircumstances descrided briefly on page 1 of this Bulletin,
the following enalysic is provided of the movements in the Interim Retail Price Index
for the six capital cities comdbined (Base: Year 1952-53 = 100) in compurison with
those ¢f the "C" Series Index comveried arithmetically to the same baseé Yyear:-

Approxt mate Analysis of Movemsnts in the "Interim® and “C* Series Retail Price Indexes
Weighted Average Six Capital Cities

Index Points (Base : Year 1952-53 = 100).
Exclud- | Moverant Bxclud«|Movemsnt| .
ing | dus to ,_!ggfe—' ing. dus to- Agg:e-
Potatoes | Potatoses ﬁi’e Potatoes|Potatoes ﬁl.@-
and and Groups and °|° and Grou
Oaions Oniong Onions | Onions Ps
"C% Series Index ' Interim Index
Index points for June Quartery; 1956 109,17 : 111,87 109.4 +) [ 140.8
Movement during Sept. Quarier (+)1.4 +)2.4 |(+)3.8] {+)2.1 + _ (ji)3a6
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 1956 | 111.4 +)4.5a| 115.61 111.5 412,901 $14.4
Movement during Dec. Quarter (+)0.6 -12.0 [(=)1.4] {4)1.0 ~11.2 [(+)0.2
Index points for Dec. Quarter, 1956 191.7 +)2.5a| i14.2{ $12.5 +}1.7b| 114.2
Movement during Marsh Quarter {+)0.9 ~)2.3 1 (=)1.4| (+)1.0 - (=)1.5 | (=)0s5
Index points for Mavrch Quarter, 1957| 142.6 +)0.28] 112,8] 113.5 [ (+)0.2b] 113.7
Movement during June Quarter (+)0.9 +)0.1 [(+)9.0| (+)1.0 +30:1 | (+)1.1
Index points for June Quarver; 1957 113.5 +}0.3al 113.8| 114.5 +)0,3b] 114.8
Movement during Sept, Quartsr 1 {+)0.5 ~10.5 ou| (#)0.6 -)0.3 [{+)0.3
Index points for § AT Quarter9 ‘1957 114.0 -)0.2a 11308 1’5:1 ao B 115»1

(a) Cumulative from (and including) Septsmber Quarter, 1955. (b) Cumulative from base
preriod. ({+) Denotes increase. (-) Denotes decrease.

16, The following table shows the Interim Index for the six capitel cities
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with "C" Series Index
numbers converted arithmetically tc the same base ysar.,

TABLE 3 : COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RETAIL PRICES (Base : Year 1952-53 = 100} (a)

Poriod : _Six Capiisl Citles {(Weighted Aver
'O Serieg Index Interim Index
A B
Year ended June - 1953 100,0 100,0 © o 100,.0
1954 102.8 i02.2 102.5
1955 10347 03,7 103.6
A B
1956 107.5 108 .8 107,0 108.0
1957 12,2 19441 113,0 114.3
Quarter — 1954 : December 03,2 103.4 T 103,2
1955 : March 103:.9 103.8 103.8
June 'fos:-o 10495 104_0'7
A B
September 105,9 106 .6 105.1 105.7
Decembex 106,7 107.7 106.3 107.0
1956 t March 107.8 409.0 107.4 108,12
Juny 109.7 911.8 109.4 110.8
September 1111 11506 111.5 11444
December 111.7 114.2 112.5 114,2
1957 @ March 112.6 112,8 113.5 113.7
June 113.5 113.8 194.5 114.8
September 114,0 113.8 [ 115.1 $15:1

{(a) See note to Table { herein.

Indexes in Colums "A" axclude, and those in Columns ME" include, potatose

and onions. See paragraphs 3 to 5 on page ) of this Bulletin.

17 The rental ccmponent used in these retail Price indexés has boen continuvsd
on the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report" No. 41 ('1-_95'2). Analygis of
data of the Census of 1954 and recent surveys show that in all cities the numbsrs of
houses privaitely reated have diminished very rapidly and that rents of the residual
houses (alone) are no loager sufficiently representative as the housing ocomporent of
the retail price indexes, A new and more comprehenaive housing component is Yeing
prepared. . .

This document iz published by the Commonwealth Statistiocian and conteins .
statistics or abatracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician
pursuant to the Census snd Siatistice Act 1905-1949. ' o
_ S.R. CARVER
COMMOWEALTH BUREAU_OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS LOMHONWEALTE STATISTICIAN
CANBERRA, A.C.T, 25TH_OCTORER. 1957 s _




