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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
SEPTEMBER QUARTER, 1956.

1: ' Particulars concerning variations in retail prioces as .seasured by the
Interim Retall Price Index for the six State capital clties of Australia are given
he:rrein,

25 This Interim Retail Price Index was imstituted in March, 1954, with post-
war weights and components, It is .published quarterly and is desocrided in "Annual
Labour Report" No. 43 (1954).

3 During Sé;tember Quarter, 1956, supplies of potatoes and onionms
diminiohed rapidly in most clties and towns and abnormal price mayemente occurred in
all States except Weatern Australia.

These oircumstances materially affected the movement of the Aggregate
All Groups Index, shown herein, caloulatsd in the customary manner with oonstant
weights for each item, The risce shown in these Aggregate indexes (except in Perth)
ig riaterially greater than would be shown by corresponding indexes with current
weights.

potatoes have Tecently been in the vioinity of one-third of the customary level in
many places, But available information is at present insufficient for calculating
an index with ourrent welghts.

index in respect of items not materially affeoted bty seasonal factors, an All Groups
Index whioh exdludes the effects of movemenis in the prices of potatoes andonions is
shown herein in comparison with the Aggregatae All Groups Index mentioned in paragrapk
4 above,

An approximate analysis for each capital city is shown hereunderi-

Analysis of Movements ip Interim Retail Price‘Index
Six Capital Cities - (Base i Year 1952-53 = 100)

Interim Index Points

Exoind- |Increape Exclnd- | Inorease

ing due to Ass:en ing dis to Aggi:-
Potatoos |Potatoes g;le Potatoes)| Potatosy ﬁl

and. "aad Groups and and Groups

Onions | Onions | ; Onions | Oniona

» SYDNSY ~ MELBOURNE
Indox points for Dec, Quarter, 1955 104,.8 O.6e. | 105,4] 107.3 1.08 | 108,13
Inorease duriing Maroh, Quarter 0.5 0.3 0.8 2.1 - 2.1
Index pointe for Marsh Quarter, 1956 105.3 0.98 | 106,2 109.4 1.0a | 110.4
Inorease during June Quarter 1.7 0.6 2.3 2.2 0.7 2.9
Index: points for June Quarter, 1956 107.0 1.5a 108.5 111.6 1.7a 113.3
Increase diuring Sept, Quarter 4.2 1,3 5.5 0.7 1.7 2.4
Irdex points for Sept. Quarter, 1956 111.2 2 8a | 114.0] 112,3 3,48 | 115,7
_ ‘ BRISBANE |~ ADBLAIDE =~
Index pointe for De¢n. Quarter, 1955 [ 105.4 0,56 | iwb.0f "5, 1,08 | 106.4
Increase during Maroh Quarter 0,4 0.9 1.5 2.7 1(=30.3 | 0.4
Index points for Maroh Quarter, 1956] 105.8 1.5 | 107.3 W61 0,7a | 106.8
Increase during June Quarter 1,9 0.3 2.2 2.3 0.6 2,9
Index points for June Quarter, 1956 1077 t.8a { 109.5] 108.4 1,3a | 104.7
Increase during Sept. Quarter 1,0 1.4 2.4 0.2 1.7 1.9
Index poinie for Sept. Quarter, 1956 108.7 328 [ 114,91 108,68 3,08 | 11,6

PERTH BOBART

Index poinis for Deo, Quarter; 1955 | 111.5 D.1a | 111.6] 108.6: 1.0a | 109.6
Increase during March Quarter 1.6 |(=)0.1 1.5 3.3 0,1 3.4
Index points for March. Quarter; 1954 1131 - a | 13,1 1.9 1.7a8 [ 113,0
Increase during June Quarter 1.9 0.2 2.1 2.2 |{=)0.1 2.1
Indéx points for June Quarter, 1956 | {15.0 0o2a | 115,21 10441 1,08 | 115.1
Iroreass during Sept, Quarter 1,1 0.2 »3 2,3 0.9 3.2
Indsx pointe. for Sept. Quarter, 19561 11&.1 0.4a | 116,5] 116,.4 1,98 | 418.3

(2} Cumulative from bass pevriod. (-, Deriotes decreasa.
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7o Comparative average retail prices of potatoes for the six capital ciues
are shown hereundsri—

AVERAGE PRICE OF POTATOES
"~ Penee per 7 lbs,

—T Weightoed

Sydney |Melbourne ; Brisbane |Adelaids| Perth |Eobart | Average of”

| - I . |Six Capitals
Sept. Qtr. 1952 41 33 34 32 30 33 36
" " 1953 60 41 LE) 44 31 49 51
" " 1954 3. - 18 32 2t 32 22 .26
" "1955 54 49 59 44 37 51 5t
Dec, Qtr. 1955 56 56 46 54 33 60 | - 53
March Qtr, 1956 66 59 - 46 31 67 60
June Qtr, 1956 88 82 80 64 37 67 9
Sept. Qir, 1956 127, 129 116 110 37 90 118

Month of . ' ’ ; a1 '

Seps,. 1956 145 | j56 132 148 {37 102 | 141

8. The observations in fhese Statistical Bulletins are mads, as iz oustomary,

to assist public understanding of the trenﬂs 4in retail prices within the definition
of the respeoctive indexes.

9. Tribunals and other authorities concerned with wage adjustment and other
purpcses decide in the light of their own reguireoments what prioa index (1f any) is
relevant to thelr purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statistician's funotfon
1s tc supply indexes and information thereon as required by those authorities, The
Statistician expresses no view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price
indexes in this conneotion,

10, Group and aggregate Interim Retail Price Index 'Nu‘mi)emv are shown ’oelqviz-

1+ IKTERIM RE‘I‘AIL PRICE INDEX ~ GROUP INDEXES

Weighted Avereg_g of Six Capital Cities -
Base 1 Year 1952-53 = 109;,33)

TABLE 1

Clothing : .
Feriod TFood . anfl Rent :([}:l::i: Aifg;:ﬁ;:
Drapery : -
Year ended June — A B . i -] A | B

1953 100,01 100,0 100.0 1 100.0 | 100,0 100,0 | 100.0

1954 102,8 | 103.7 101.6 ©105.0 100.9 }102,2]| 102.5
1955 104.8 | 104.6 | 102.4 109.6 101.4  1103,7| 103.6

1256 108.1 110.6 103.3 115.5 | 106,34 1 107.01 108.0

Quarter -~ » 1

1953 1 September 102.4 | 103.9 101,5 103,13 101.,0 101.9 ] 102.4

December 101.4 103.4 101,6. 101.9 100.5 t01.5 1 102.2

1954 t Manch 103,7 104.0 101..8 104.9 101,2 102,6 | 102,7

June 103.8 103.7 1791.5 - 1077 -100.9 102,7 | 102.7

September 103.6 103,0 101.6 - 108.9 101, 2 102.9 102,7

Dscember 104.3 | 103.7 102.3 109.3 101.2 103,4 | 103.2

1955 1 March 105,3 | 105.3 102.4 - 109.7 | 10122 [103.8 | 103.8

June 106.0 106.4 '103,3 110.5 10M.9 104.5 | 104.7

September 106,7 | 18,2 "103.3 111.4 102.8 105:1 | 1057

December 107.0 | 109.0: 103, 4 112,0 106,2 108,3 | 107.0

1956 1 Maroh 10d.2 | 110.6 103.3 118,8 | 106.7 [ 107.4] 108.3

June 110.7 | 114.5 103.4 19,7 | 10,1 1109.4 | 110,8

Septemher 111.9 1"!9 3 103 8 120.6 | 115.6 11,5 | 114.4

(a) i gures appearing after tho decimal point in the tablaes herein poeseee nvt)e
significance for general statistiocal purposes. - They are inserted to avoid the
minor distortions that would ogour in rounding oi'f the figures to the nearest
whole number,

The index in Column "4" sxcludes, and that in Column "B" includes,. potatoos
and onlons, See paragraphe 3 to 6 on page 1 of thia Bulletin,

<

3.

11, The next teble shows aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Il’umbers for each "of |
the aix State éapital‘citiss individually in comparisoh with the ' weighted average index Lo

for the six State oapitals combineds-

TABLE 2 s INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR_SIX CAPITAL 01'1‘1&, SEPAHATELY AND COMBINED

(Bage of ‘Index for Each City and for Six Capital Cities
Yoar 1952-53 - 100)(&)

Period Sydney | Melbourne | Brisbane | Adelaide| Perth | Hobart Séftfgﬁi&%-
» Aggregate -~ Al1 Groups
Year ended June - o - N R
1951 o 74.6 15:2 - T6.4 74.7T | 74.5| 73.1 74.9
1952 91.7 | 910 | 9a2.7 50.9 90.7 | 89.9 91.4
1953 - 100,0 100,0 1000 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
1954 102, 2 102.4 103.0 102,0 | 103.9 | 106.6 102,5
1955 | 103.1 ]  102.7 1040 103.6 | 109.6.] 105.6 | 103.6
Quarter - 1 1. . T |
- 1952 September 98.6 98.6 99.3 99.7 | 98.8 97.2 98.8
 December 99.4 | 99.2 9%.4 99.0 99.3 97.8 99.3
1953 Maroh - 100.5 | | 100.3 100.2 00,1 | 100.4| 101.8 100.4
June 101.57 101.8 101.1 101.2 | 101.6 | 103,2 101.6
September 102.2 102. 6 102,0 102:1 | 102.7 | 106.9 102.4
Decembeyr 101.8 102.2 103.1 101.7 | 102.2 | 107.4 102,2
1954 Maroh  * 102, 6 102.4 '103.8 102,0 | 103.3] 106.7 102:7
Juh‘le - . 10 202 10?0 3 10 30 3 . 102»0 1070 6 i 105: 3 10207
sept‘ber’ 1020 2 10108 10208 1‘,020 5 10900 105‘ 1 10257
December 102.9 102,2 T 103.6 102.8 | 168.7°) 104.9 103.2
1955 Maroh | 103.4 | 102.9 104.5 103.5 | 109.3] 105.8 103.8
_June 103.8 1 - 104,0 105, 1 105.4 | 111.2 | 106.6 104.1
‘September (8) | .104.6 | "105.8" 105.6 | '106.0 | 111,71 | 108,2 105.7
December (c) 105.4 | 108:3 106.0 106.4 | 11,6 | 109.6 1070
1956 March (o) 1 106,271 " 110.4 107.3 106.8 | 113.1 | 113.0 108.3
June {c) | 108,5 13.3 109.5 109.7 | 115.2 | 115.1 110.8
Septemhwr (o) | 114.0 | 115.7 111.9 1116 | 116.5 | 118.3 114.4
All Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onions {o)
1955 September 104,1 105, 1 104.6 105.4 | 110.8| 107.7 105.1
Dacember 104.8 107.3 105. 4 105.4 | 111.5 | 108.6 106, 3
1956 March 105. 3 109.4 105.8 106.1 | 113.1 [ 111.9 107. 4
: June 107.0 | . 111.6 107.7 108.4 | 115.0 | 114.1 109.4
September - 111.2 112.3 108.7 108,6 | 116.1 116.4 111.5

(a) Flgures appearing after the decimal point in the tables berein possess little
significance for general statistical purposes. They ars inserted to avoid the
minor diastortions that would oocour in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole number. (b) Weighted average. (o) See paragraphs 3 to & on puge 1 of
this Bulletin. '

12, : The above indexes measura prioe movements for each oity individually and
the difference in degree of priceé movement in respective oitiss over the periods
shown, But they 20 not provide & comparison of absolute retail price levels ian any
oity with the retail prioe levels of any other city.

T 13, The Interim Reteil Price Index was firet published and described in 8.8, 265

of 24th March, 1354, It has been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1955-56 and for sash
quarter. from September guarter, 1952, The 1list of items covered by the index is rep-
resentative of & high proportion of expenditure of wage earner households, Thae group
woights and the item weights of the Interim Index relate broadly to the consumption
pattern of 1950-1953, Those of the “C" Series Index relate to the pre-war patiern.

14 - The 1ist of iteme in the Interim Index is more comprahensive that that of
the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group weighte differ
subgtantially from those used in $he "C" Series Index. A4 ocomparison of group weights

-and of the list of items 1in the respeotive irdexes is shown on pages 10-12 of the

annial "Labour Report™ Fo. 43 - 1954. _

15, Latterly some a’pp:eciabiq digparities have begun to appear in the movement
of the reepective indexes for individual oitles from quarter %o quarter, The Interdim
Index, being tased or. recent weights and an extended list of items, is the more
aecurato measure of quarterly retail prioe variations..
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16, In view of the circumstances desciribed brieily on page 1 of this Bulleiin
the fellowing analysis is provided of the movementa in the Interim Retail Prioe Index
for the six capital cities combined (Base year 1952.53 = 100) in comparison with those
of the “C" Series Index converted arithmetically to the same base year -

Approximate Analysis of Movements in the "Interim" and "C" Series Retail Price Indexes

Wei@ted Avergge Six Capital Cities

Index Points (Base 3 Year 1952-53 = 100)
Emlud~ | Increase lud- |Increase .
ing due to Agg:e— ing due to Agg:e"
Potatoes| Potatoes ﬁle Potatoes|Potatoes ilale
and and Groups and and Groups
Ontons |Onions(a) P onions {Onions(b) P

“C" Series Index Interim Index
Index points for Des. Quarter, 1955 106.7 1.0a. | 107.7 106,3 0,7v | 107.0
Insrease during March Quarter 1.1 0.2 1.3 1o 0.2 1.3
Index points for March Quarter, 1956] 107.8 1.2a 1| 109.0 107.4 0.9b | 108.3
Increase during June Quarter 1.9 0.9 2.8 2.0 0.5 2.5
Index points for June Quarter, 1956 109.7 2,18 ! 111.8 109.4 1.4b | 110.8
Increase during Sept. Quarter 1.4 2.4 3.8 2.1 1.5 3.6
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 1956 111.1 4.5 ] 115.6 111.5 2,90 | 11444

(a) Cumulative from September Quarter, 1955. (b) Cumulative from base period.

17. The following table shows the Interim Index for the Six Capital Cities
combined (with the year 1952-53 as base = 100) in comparison with the "C* Series Index
converted arithmetically to the same basa year.

TABLE 3 : COMPARATIVE MOVEMERTS IN RETAIL PRICES (Base s Year 195253 = 100)}(a)

Six Capital Cities {Weighted Average)
Period C* Series Index Interim Index
A B
Year ended June —~ 1953 100,0 100.,0 100,0
1954 102.8 102, 2 102,5 .
1955 103.7 103.7 103.6
1956 108, 8 107 .0 108.0
Quarter —~ 1953 3 September 102.7 101.9 102.4
December 102.9 101.5 102.2
1954 : March 102.9 102, 6 102.7
June 102.8 102.7 102.7
Septembgy 102,6 162.9 102.7
December 103.2 103.4 1013,2
| 1955 ¢ March 103.9 103.8 103.8
| June 105.0 104.5 104.7
A B :
September 105.9 106, 6 105. 1 105.7
Decembear 106.7 t07.7 106. 3 107.0
1956 ¢ March . 107.8 109,0 107.4 108.3
June 109.7 111.8 109. 4 110.8
September 111.1 115.6 t11.5 114:4

{a)} See notc to Table 1 herein.

The index in Column A excludes, and that in Column B ineludes ootatuea and
onions., Seeo paragraphs 3 t2 6 on rage 1 of this Bulletin,

18, Pending analysis of data of the Census of 1954 the rental component used in
t1e8e retail price indexes has been continued on the basis desoribed on pages 2 and 10
of “Labour Report" No. 41.

This document is pudblished by the Commonwealth Statisticlan and contzins
statistics or abatracts thereof compiled and tabulited by the Commonwealth Statistieclan
pursuant to the Census and Statistics Aot 1905-1949.

S.R. CARVER
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAR

COMMONWEALTE BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS
TANBERRA,  4.C,T. 16TH_NOVEMBER; 1956




