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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX

JUNE _QUARTER, 1957

Partioulars ¢oncerning variations in retail prices as measured by the

Interin Rstail Price Index for the six State ocapital oities of Australia are given

horein.
2.

war weights and components.

Labour Report® No. 43 (1954).
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This Interim Retail Price Index was ingtitutod in Maroh, 1954, with post-
It 4p piiiligned quarterly and is desoribed in "Annusl

Very large seasonal fluciuationa ir prices of potatoes and oniara, firgt

upward then downward, affected the movement of the Aggregate All Oroups Index in most
cities from September Quarter, 1956, to March Quarter, 1957, and caused disparate
movements in the aggregate Indexes for respective citien.

4

‘In order to provide an indication of the trend of the index in respsot of

items not materially affeoted by seasonal factors, an All Groups Indox which excludes

montioned in paregraph 3 ahove,

5

- potatoes snd onions is shown herein in comparison with the Ageregate ALl Groups Index

An approzimate anslysis for each capital city ie pbown herounder and a

corresponding analysis for the weighted avurage of the six ospital cities is shown on

page 41~

Anplysip of Movemsnta in Interim Retail Prioo Index

Basg of Index for Fanh Cit

2 195253 1ool

Six Capitdl Cities -

Interim Ingg;,Points
Exclud- | Movemsnt Exolud-] Movement .
ing dus to 453:?' ing dus to |"8ETE=
Fotatoes | Potatoosn §;1° Potatoes| Potatoes i;;e
| end and Gfoups and and Groupa
Onions Onions Unions | Onions
. _SYDNEY MELBOURNE
Index pointe for June Quarter, 1956 107.0 +){.5a] 108.5] 111.6 +}1.7al 113.3
Movement during Sept. Quarter (#)4,.2 +31.3 [{(+#)5.5] (+)0.7 | (#)1.7 {(+)2.4
Index pointe for Sept. Quarter, 1956 111.2 +)2.8a] 114.0] 112.3 +)2.48] 115.7
Movement during Deo. Quarter (+)1.4 ~}1.6 [(«)0.2] (+)0.8 | (~)}1.0 {(~)0.2
Index points Tor Dec, Quarter, 1956| 112.6 +}1.2a] 113.8] 1131 +)2.4a| 115.5
Movemént during Maroh Quarter {(#)1.1 )12 [{=)o.1] (+)0.6 | (~)2.0 |(~}1.4
Index points for Maroh Quarter, 1957| 113.7 el 113070 11307 +)0.4a) 114.4
Movemant during June Quartex (+)o.8 (+;0.2 (+)1.0 (6)141 +)0,1 1(+)1.2
Index points for Jutie Quartsr, 1957 114.5 (+)0.2a] 114.7 114.8 (+)0.5a 115&&_
BRISBANE A ADELALDE
Index peints for June Quarter, 1956| 107.7 (+)1.8a] 109.5| 108.4 §+ 1.3a( 109.7
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+)1.0 +}1.4 [(#)2.4] (+Y0.2 | (+Y1.7 [{($)1.9
Index points for Sept. Quarter, 1356 | 108.7 +)3.7a| 111.9] 1086 +)3.0a; 111,86
Movemsnt during Dec. Quarter (+)o.8 =31.5 [(=)a.7] (#)o.1 | (-)0.8 [(=)0.7
Index points for Deo. Quarter, 1956 | 109.5 *1.7af 111,20 08,7 | (4)2.2a] 110,9
lovedent during Match Quarter (+)1.4 =31.2 [(4)0.2] (+)1.0 | (“)2.2 J{-)1.2
Index points for March Quartesr, 1957{ 110.9 +)0.5a1 111.4] 109.7 ..a| 109.7
Movement during June Qus:tér (#)1.1 =)o.1 [(#)1.0] (+)1.3 E+ 0.3 {(+)1.6
Index points:for June Quarter, 1957 112.0 +)0.4a| 112.4} 1110 +)0.3a] 111.3
. PERTH ROBART
Index points for June Quarter, 1956 115.0 +)0.28| 115.2] 114.19 +)1.0a| 145.19
Movement during Sept. Quarter . (#)1.1 +30.3 [(+)1.4] (4)2.3 +)0.9 [(+)3.2.
Index peints for Sept. Quarter, 1956 116;1 4)0.58; 116.6] 116.4 +)1.9a| 118,3
Movement during Deo. Quarter ()i ~Yo.1 [{e)1.0] (41,2 | (<)o.2 [(+}4.4
Index pointy for Deo. Quarter, 1%56| 117. 2 +30.4a| 117.6] 117.7 +)1.7a] 119.4
¥ovevent during Maroh Quarter (1.2 =01 [(4)1.1] (+)G.8 1 (~}1.3 [{~)0.5
index poinie for March Quarter, 1957| 118.4 +)0.3a| 18,7 118.5 +)0.4a| 118,93
Movement during Jume Quarter (*)105 o b 4)1-5 (4)047 Y (+)0.7
Index pointa for June Quarter, 31957 119.9 (#)0«3. 120,21 119.2 | (3)0.4a} 119.6

" (a) Cumudative
1868

from haqo poriod.

(+) Denotes inorease.

{~) penotes dscreass .
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€, Comparative average retail prices of pote.*ces for the sixn capital oitiee
are shown hereumdex:-
AVBRAGE: S.E’lAIL PRICES UF POTATOES

Pence por T lbﬂq

3

3.

10, - Th: next table showa azgregate Interim Rotail Price Indeéx Numbers for each
of the six State capital oities individually in comperison with the weighted average
index for the eix State capitals combined;.. . ,

TABLE 7 3 INTERIM EETAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR SIX CAPITAL CITISS, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED
(Base of Index for Bach City and for Six Gapital Cities ;-

Year 1952-53 « 100)(a}

~ Period Sydriey |Melbourne |Brisbane | Adelaide| Perth | Hobars séftfgzi(%‘il

Aggregate - All Groups

. S { RS Weighted
Sydney f Melbourne| Brisbane| Adelaide! Perth | Robart | Average of
v ' Sz Capitals
Juna Quarisr; 1952 41 35 317 32 29 36 37
" " 1953 42 31 32 28 30 36 3B
" " 1954 35 27 42 26 32 28 32
" " 1955 42 | 31 50 3t 37 45 38
September Quarter, 19‘3) 54 45 59 | 44 37 | 51 51
December " 56 56 | 46 54 | 33 | 60 : 53
Marck " 1956 €6 59 T | 46 N 67 60
June " " 88 82 8¢ 84 37 67 79
Septeuber n " 1927 129 16 | 110 37 90 118
Docember " n 8i | 99 76 88 44 as £s
Karoh " 1957 47 41 45 30 | 4 | 52 | 43
June " " 50 47 | 4t 36 43 52 46
Month of Juse, 1957 | 47 43 6 | 33 s 85 4
Ta The observatlong in these Statiatical Bulletinse are mado,. as is customary,

to agssist public understanding of ths %rends im retail prices within the definition of
ths respectlve indexas,

8. Tribunals and othar authorities woncerned with wagn adjustment and other
purposes decide in the 1ight of their own requirements what price index (if a.ny) is
relevant to their purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statisticiants funoiion

is %o supply indexes aud information thereon az required by those authorities. The
Statistician expresses no view ag to the merits or demerits of the use of price indoxes
in this connection,

9. Croup and aggregate Interim Retall Price Index Numbers are shown belcw:-

DABLE 1 3 INTERIM RETALL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES

Year o_n‘dedv' June w

1951 14.6 75.2 76.4 T4.7 | 745 | 131 | 749
1952 9T 1 91.0 92,7 90.9 | 90.7 89.9 [ 914
1953 100. 0 100, 0 100,0 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.,0 |  100,0
1854 . 1 102.2 102. 4 103.0 102,0 | 103,9 [ 106,6 102, 5
1955 103, 1 102, 7 104, 0 103.6 {109.6 | 105, 6 103, 6
1956 106, 1 109, 5 107. 1 107.2 1127 [ 11,5 108.0
o 1957 114, 1 115. 1 11,7 1109 | 118.3 | 119.1 114. 3
Quarter - [ ’ ‘ ,
1955 Maroh - 103.4 102,9 104,5 | 103.5 1109.3 | 105.8 103.8
~ Jung v 103.8 104,0 | 108,1 105.4 [ $11,2 | 106,6 104.7
Septomber io 104. 6 105.8 105.6 | 106.0 |111.1 | 108.2 105.7
. December (s) | 105.4 108,73 106, 0 106.4 {111,6 | 109.6 107,0
1956 Mareh 20; 106, 2 110.4 107,3 | 106,8 {113.1 | 113.0 | - 108.3
June (o] 108.5 113.3 109, 5 109.7 1115.2 | 115.1 110.8
September (¢) | 114.0 115.7 11.9 111,6 1116,6 | 118.3 114.4
Decembsr (o) | 113.8 115.5 11,2 110.9 [ 117.6 | 119.4 114.2
1957 Maroh %c; 113.7 114.1 111.4 109.7 {118.7 | 118.9 13,7
June (e, 114.7 115.3 | 112.4 111.3 [120.2 | 119.6 114.8

All Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onions (o)

‘Yoar ended June -

Vieighted Average of Six Capital Citde
(Base : Year 1952-53 o 100)(a)

Clothiag .
Period Fondl | and b Rent g:h',r :ﬁpggato
» . .4 _Drapary . . oms t°W.§
Yaar ended June A B ' ' A ' B

1953 100,0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100,0 1000

1954 102.8 103.7 | 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.2 102.5

1955 104.8 | 10446 10244 109.6 101.4 103.7 103.6

1956 1083" t 11006 10303 115.5 1“04 107.0 10800

1957 11244 | 15,8 | 105.8 | 122.5 | 117.8 | 113.0 | 114.3

Querter - : ’

1954 1 Mawch ©103.7 104,0 | 101.8 | 104.9 | 101.,2 102.6 | 102.7
June © o 103.8 1037 101.5 107.7 | 100.9 102,7 102.7
September | 103,86 | 103.0 | 1046 | 108,9 | 10%.2 102.9 | 102.7
Dotembe p 104.3 103.7 | 102.3 | 109.3 | f0i.2 103.4 | 103.2

1955 1 March 105.3 1053 ¢ 102.4 109.7 101.2 103.8 103.8
June 106 ,0 106 .4 1033 110.5 | 101.9 | 104.5 | 104.7
September 1067 108,.2 103.3 111.4 | 102.8 105..1 | 105.7
December 107.0 | 109.0 10344 f12.0 | 06,2 | 1068.3 | 107.0

1956 t Maroh 108,2 | 1106 | 103.3 | D8 | 106.7 | 907.4 | 10843
June 110.7 114.5 103,4 | 119.7 | #10.1 | 109.4 | 110.8
Saptember 114.9 119.6 103.8 | 1206 | 145,86 | 1195 | 114.4
December i 111.6 1162 10543 1295 | 117.8 | 112.5 | 114.2

1957 1 March E 112.6 113.2 | 1063 | 123,10 | 118.5 113.5 13.7
Juse 1133 | 112 ; 10,9 124.6 | 119.3 | 1145 | 114.8

Ts) Figures appearing a.fter the deoimal point im the tables herein possess 11ttie
+ignificance for genoral statiastical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the .
minor distortions that would ogeur in rounding off tho ftgurn to tho nearest
whole number,

The index in Coltumn "A# excludes; and that in Column "B" inoludes ,
potatoss and onions. Sea paragraph& 3 %a 5 on page 1 cf this Bulletin.

1956 - 105, 3 108.4 105,9 106.3 |112,6 | 110,6 107.0
1957 113.0 193.5 110.3 109,.5 [117.9 | 118.0 |  113.0
Quarter - . .
1955 Septembeyr 104. 1 108, 1 104.6 105.4 |[110,8 | 107.7 105. 1
Docember 104.8 107.3 105. 4 105.4 [111.5 | 108.6 106. 3
1956 March 105.3 109. 4 105,8 106,1  j113.1 | 111.9 107. 4.
June 107.0 111.6 107,17 103.4 1115.0 | 114.1 109. 4
Soptember 114, 2 112.3 108, 7 108.6 |116.1 | 16,4 111.5
Dogember S 142:6 113.1 19,5 108.7 1447.2 | 1.7 | 1125
1957 Harch 113.7 113.7 110.9 109.7 |118.4 | 118.5 113.5
June 114.5 114.8 112.0 111.0 [119,9 | 119.2 | 114.5

{a) Figures appesring after the decimal point in the tables herein possess little sig-
nificanoe for general statistioal purposes, They 8re in.irted %o evoid the minor
~ distortions that would veour in rounding off the figures to the nearedt whole number,
(b) Weighted aversge. (o) See paragraphs 3 to 5 on page 1 of this Bulletin,

1. The alove indexes measure price movements for each oity individually and the

difference in degree of price movement in respeotive oities over *he periods suown, But
they o not provide a oompax'iaon of absolute yetail price levels in any oity with the.
retail prics levels of any othexr oity,

12, The Intexim Retail Price Index was first pu‘bliahed and described in 8,8, 265

of 24th Merch, 1954, It has beon ocompiled for the years 1950.51 to 195657 and for eaoch

querder from Jeptember quaxter, 1952. The list of items ocovered by the index ia repre-

sentative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner houssholds, The group
weights and the item weighta of the Interiu Index relate broadly to the oonsumption
pattern of 1950.1953. - Thoss of the "C" Series Index reolate to the pre-war pattemn.

13; The list of jtema in the Interin Index Z» more gomprohensive than that of
the "C" Series Index and mome of the principsl food weights and group woighta differ sud-
stantially froz thoes used in the “#G" Series Index, A oomparison of group weights and
of the list oy items i1 the respsotive indexes is shown on pigvs 10-12 of the anrual
“"Labour Rsport® Fo.43 (1954).

15, At tioes appreociable disparities appear 1n ths movement of tho respective 1 .
dexsa for individuai oities from quarter tu quarter. The Interim Index, being based on

. Teoent weighte and an extended Mist of items, is tho mOro. soocurate measure of quartexly

retail price variations.
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15, In view of the olrocumstances desoribed briefly on page 1 of this Bullotin,
the following analysis is provided of the movements in the Interim Reteil Prics Index
for the six capital cities combined (Base: Tear 1952453 w 100) in oomparison with those
of the “C" Series Index converted aritometically to the same base yéarjia

Approximate Analysis of Movements in the "Interim" and "C" Serjes Retail Prioe Indexes
Weig !_:_te'd Avorage Six Capital Cities '

Index Points (Base s Year 195253 = 100)

Bxolud- | Movement Exclud-| Movement I

ing due to Agg:a- ing due to Agg:«e_ %

Potatoes | Potatoes 5:1; Potatoee| Potatoes gi‘le 31

and and Groups and and Uroups 9

Onions Onions |- Onions | Onions P8 }

9g" gerjes Index - Interim Index - !

Index points for June Quarter,1956 | 109.7 +)2.1a | 111.8| 109.4 +)i.,4b} 110,8 ‘
Movement during Sept. Quarter (+#)1.4 +)2.4 [(+4)3.8] (+)2.1 +)1.5 | (+)3.6
Index points for 3ept, Quarter,1956| 111.1 +}4.5a8 | 115.6| 111.5 +)2,9b| 114.4
Movement during Dec. Quarter (+)0.6 =)2.0 |(=)1.4] (¢)1.0 ~j1.2 | (=)0.2
Index points for Deo. Quarterx, 1956| 111.7 +)2.58 | 114.2| 112.5 +}1. 7| 114.2
Movement during Mayoh Quarter (#)0.9 | (-)2.3 |{=)1.4]| (#)1.0] (=}1.5 | (<)0.5

Index pointa forMarch Quarter, 1957| 112,6 +)0,2a | 112,8[ 113.5 +)0.2b | 113.7 e

Movement during June Quarter (+)O.,9 +)0, 1 (+Jno (+)1.0 +)0.1 | (#)1.1 -
Index points for Juns Quarter, 1957| 113.5 +)0.3a | 113.8] 114.5 | (+)C. 3| 114.8 4

(a) Cumulative from and including September Quarter, 1955. (b) Gumulative from base
period. (+) Denotes increase. (-) Denotes deorease.

16, the following table shows the Interim Index for the Six Capital Cities
combined (with the year 1552-53 as base » 100) in comparison with “C" Series Index \
numbers converted arithmetiocally to the seme base ysar, £

TABLE 3 i COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN BRETAIL PRICES (Base s Yeer 1952-53 . 100) (a)

Period Six Capital Cities (Weighted Average)
“C" Seriee Index Interim Index
’, 4 B

Year ended June - 1953 ° 100.0 100, 0 100,0

1954 102,8 102, 2 102. 4

1955 103.7 103, 7 103. 6
A B ' i

1956 107.5 103.8 107.0 108, 0

1957 112, 2 1141 113.0 114: 3

1954 1 March 102.9 102, 6 102, 7

June 102.8 102.7 102.7

September 102, 6 102.9 102.7

December 103, 2 103. 4 103.2
1955 1+ Maroh 103.9 - 103.8 103,8 4
June 105.0 104. 5 104.7 B
A B i
September |  105.9 106, 6 105, 1 105, 7 ’;
Decsmber 106, 7 107.7 106, 3 107.0 i
1956 s March 107.8 109, 0 107.4 108, 3 1
June 109. 7 111.8 109..4 110,8 :
Septembar 111. 1 115.6 111.5 114.4 ¥

Deceumber -+ 111,7 114. 2 112.5 114.2
1957 3 March 112.6 112.8 113, 5 113,7 £
June 113.5 113.8 114. 5 114.8 -

{a) See note to Table 1 herein.
The index im folumn A exoludes, and that in Coluwn B inoludes, potatoes and
onlons. See paragraphe 3 to 5 on pege 1 of thie Bulletin,

17. The rental comporeént used in those rotail price indexes has boen continusd
on the basis desorided on pagee 2 and 10 of "Labour Report® No, 41 (1952). Analysis of
dats of the Census of 1954 and current surveys now being mado ohow that in all oities
the numbera of housee privately rented sre diminishing very rapidly and that rents of
the residual houses (alone) are nc lenger suffioiently repreesntative as the housing
component of the retail price indexes, A new gnd more comprehensive housing component
will be prepared before the end of 1957, i

fatiat 'I‘hig 200\;::0:2 _i_.p_mf;bluh:% gy tao_\c:ﬂo%‘wg.%“thigtagutmh& gdsgoxéfnﬂui
; 8 thereof 09 od und s omon¥ itiolan

e nant CRo tna e mans ank ret1 0008 204 93042 g a et by the Comonwealth Statistic

COMMONWRALTE BUREAU_OF CENSYS AKD STATISTICS, S,R, CARVER

CANBEREA, A.C.%. 25TH JULY, 1957, ACTIRG_COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN




