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INTERIM RETAIL FRICE IND& MARCH QUARTER, 1959

1. ‘ Variations in retail pricea as meagured by the Interim Retuil Price Imlax
for the six State capital citiss of Australia are showsn nerein,
2, - This Interim Retail Price Index, instituted in March, 1954 with poat-war

weighta and compunents, ia published quarterly and is described in "Labour Report®

NO 45 (1957 ™

E Seasonal fluctuationa in prices of potatoes and oniong materially affect
the movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index. An All Groups Index which excludes
potdatoes and onions is shown hérein in comparison with that calculated in the oustomary
manner,

4. An analysis for each capital city of the approximate effect of price
movements of potatoes and onions is shown hereunder and similar information fox- the
wolghted average of the six ca.pital cities can be derived from Table 3 on page bo

_IN INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX

Bage for each Citx ; Year 1952-53 = 100
, Interim Index Points
Exclud—- Cumalativey Exclud- | Oulative Fxolud. |Cumulative
Movement ) Movement Movement
: due to |1gere-y ing dus to |ABETe-| 1ng due to Aggre-
Period Potatoes > | gate | Potatoes gate |Potatoes X gate
Potatoes Potatoes . Potatoes
and et A1l and and A1l | and and A1l
| 0’(‘2‘)’”5 Onions | OFOUPS °’(‘i°"‘s Onions | SXoUPs °’(‘§‘)"‘° Onions | TOUS
(a) : (a) (a)
. SYDNEY MELBOURNE ’ BRISBANE
- 1955-5ept.| 104.1 +0,5 [104.6 105.1 | * 0,7 [105.8] 1046 | + 1,0 [105.6
Dec, | 104.8 | + 0.6 |105,4 | 107.3 | +1,0 [108.3} 105.4 | *+ 0,6 |106,0
1956-March| 105.3 +0,9 [106,2F 109,4 | +1.0 |110,4} 105.8 | + 1,5 |107.3
June [ 107.0 +1,5 [108,5]1 11,6 +1.7 111330 1077 |+ 1.8 |109.5
Sept.| 111.2 + 2.8 [114.0] 12,3 + 3.4 {115,7 | 108,7 + 3,2 11119
Deo, | 112.6 | + 1.2 [113.8§ 1131 + 2.4 |15.5 ¢ 1095 * 1,7 (1.2
1957-March| 113,7 eo [T1307 0 13,7 | * 0.4 [ 114,74 110.9 +*0.5 | 1114
June | 114.5 | +02 |47 148 | +05 |1153 ) 1120 |+ 0.4 1124
Sept.| 115.2 - 0.2 |115.0 | 115.3 +0,2 |[115.5] 1123 +0,2 |112.5
Doo, { 15.2 - 0.4 [114.8F 15,2 | +0,1 [1153 ] 113.6 - 0.2 [113.,4
1958-Mewch| 1167 | =~ 0.3 |[116.4 115.5 co 11550 114.8 { + 0.1 | 1149
June | 116.8 - 0,4 |[16.4 ) 116,* - 0,1 | 16,0 1173 s 1173
Sept.t 116,6 - 0.4 [116,2] 116.8 ~ 0,1 [116.7§F 117.9 + 0,1 {118,0
Dec. | 117.1 - 0,2 |116.9} 119,2 * 0,2 [119.44 119.8 + 0,2 [120,0
1950-March) 17,3 | .. [117.3] 1199 | +0.4 (120301207 | + 0,4 [121.0
~ ADELAIDE } PERTH ’  HOBART
1955-3ept,[ 105.4 | *+ 0,6 [106,0} 110,8 { + 0,3 [112,1] 107.7 | + 0.f |108,2
Deo. | 105.4 | + 1.0 1064 115 | +0,1 1116 1086 | + 1.0 [109,6
1956-March| 106.1 +0,7 (106,81 113.1 o M3 11,9 + 1,1 1130
Cdme | 108.4 +1.3 {109,7F 15.0 | +0,2 {11521 1141 + 1.0 (1151
Sept.| 108.6 + 3.0 [M1.6] 16,1 +0,5 16,6 16,4 | + 1,9 | 18,3
Dec. | 106,7 | + 2.2 |10,9] 117.2 | +0.4 |117.6 ) 17,7 | *+ 1.7 |19.4
1957-March{ 109,7 e (10971 18,4 | + 0,3 [118.7] 118.5 + 0.4 | 1189
June { 111.0 + 0.3 |111,3} 119.9 ] +0.3 |120.2] 19.2 + 0.4 | 119.6
Sept.| 112.2 e |112,2} 1198 | +0,3 [120.1) 1190 | -0.2 |118.8
Dec. | 111.8 | -0, [1M.,7} 1189 | » 0,2 [119.1} 119.4 | -0,3 [119.1
1958-March{ 112,1 eo (M2 1 1194 | Lo | M4 119.7 os 11197
June | 114.2 | =0,2 [1140}| 10,7 | e {120,7] 12006 | -0.3 11203
Sept.| 115.4 | = 0.2 [115.2] 121.2 e | 121.2§ 121.3 - 0,4 |120,9
Dec. | 115.9 + 0,1 [116,0] 121,0 | *+ 0,1 {1211} 122.8 - 0.3 [122,5
1959-March| 116,6 | + 0.2 ]116.8] 121.6 | + 0.1 j121.7] 123.0 | *+ 0.4 [123.4
o i } Cumulative from basge period,
1014, Denotes mcrease. r) decreare,

Jary
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5. Comparative average retail prices of potatoes for the six capltal cities
ars shown hersunder;~ _ .o

AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF POTATOES

Pence per 7 lba;

_ Weighted
Period Sydney|Melbourne| Brisbane| Adelaide| Perth! Hobart| Average of.
v . | 8ix Capitals
March Quarter, 1953 40 27 3 25 28 39 33
" " 1954 4O 31 52 30 29 35 37
" w 1955 |- 38 27. 4, 29 28 i3 34
" " 1956 66 59 7 6 31 67 60
" " 1957 4 Al 45 30 44 52 43
June " " 50 & VA % 31 52 46
September " " 40 34 37 28 | 43 34 37
Devember n " 33 34 30 26 38 3 33
March " 1958 37 33 iy 28 35 43 35
June n n 35 29 32 22 35 32 3
September " " 34 28 39 23 35 28 i
December gl U 40 37 FA 34 38 35 38
Harch " 1959 46 47 49 33 139 | B &5
Month of March, 1959 48 52 49 4 139 | 48 T48
6 The obgervations ir, these Statistical Bulletins are made, as is customary,

to assist public understanding of the trends in, retail prices within the definition of
the resgpecstive indexes, . : .

7. Tribunals and other authoritles concerned ~rith wage adjustment and other
vurroses decide in the light of their own requirements ihat price index (if any) is
~elovant to their purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statistisian’s function is
to gupply indexes and information thereon as required by those authorities, The
itatistielan expresses no view as to the merits’'or demerits of the iuse of price indexes
in this connectlon, : ’ ‘

8. Group and aggregate Interim Reteil Prics Index Numbers are shown belows-
IABLE 1 ; INTERIM RETATL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDZXES
Weighted Awerage of Six Capi -
(Base : Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

T Glothing | ' "

Period Food and ¢ Rent g§h°" Aggregate

» Drapery Tema Al} Groupy
Year ended June - A B o . A | B
1954, 102,8 | 103,79 101.6 | 105,0 | 100,9 | 102,2 | 1025
1955 1048 | 104.6 102.4 109,6 1.4 103.7 103.6
1956 108,1 10,6 103.3 | 15,5 | 106,54 | 107,0 | 108,0
1959 112.4 | 115.8 105,8 | 122,5 | 17,8 | 13,0 | 114.2
1958 114.0 | 13,7 109.2 | 128.4 | 120,2 | 15,7 | 1156

Quarter - ’ ‘ : .
1956 3 December 11,6 | 16,2 105,3 | 121,5 [ 117.8 | 112.5 | 1142
1957 1 Harch 1126 | 13,2 | 106,3 | 123.1 | 118,5 | 113,5 | 13,9
June 13,3 | 194.2 | 1079 | 1246 | 119,32 | 145 | 1148
Saptember 13,9 173.8 108.4 126,1 119,9 115.1 | 11541
December 112.8 112, 4 109,) 127,0 120.1 115,1 i 114:9 -
1958 ; March 1146 | 114.4 109.3 | 128,2 | 1202 | 15,9 | 1%,8
June 1 1149 | 144 10,2 | 132,2 | 120,4 | 116.,7 | 11,5
Soptember | 114.7 | 1342 | 10,3 | 134.2 | 121.4 | 117.1 | 1169

D-cenber 15,1 | 151 10,5 | 136,0 | 1245 | 118,3 | 118.3
1959 : March 16,1 | 116,9 10,3 | 1374 | 1247 | 118.8 | 119,0

(a) Figures appearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess 1ittle
significance for general statisticsl purpoges, They are inserted to avoid the .
l;}i;ngr diszgrtiona that would cceur in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole number, S

Indexes in colums "A" exclude, and those in colums "B" include, potat<ss
and onions, See paragraphs 3 and 4 on pege 1 of this Bullettn,
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The next table shows aggregateé Interim Retail Price Index Nuwbers for each ~ |
of the six 8tate capital eities individually in comparison with the weightsd average o
index for the six State capitals corbined, ’ ,

'TABLE 2 : INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
TIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED
(Base of Index for Each City and for Six Capital Cities 3 Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

Perdod ¢, dney | Melbourne| Brisbane| Adelaide; Porth [Hobart | Capital
| : Cities (b)
. Aggregate - All Groups (c) '
Yosr ended Juns - - o . . .
1951 : 4.6 7502 T6od | T | TheS N Vo9
1952 9.7 91.0 92,7 90,9 90,7 89.9 Nob
1953 10G,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 1000 100,0
1954 102,2 102,4 | 103,0 | 102,0 | 103,9 | 106.6| 102.5
1955 103.1 102,7 | 104.0 | 103,6 | 109,6 | 105,6| 103.6
1956 106,41 109.5 | 107,1 | 107,2 | 1127 | 111,51 108,0
: 1957 114, 15,1 | 11,7 | 10,9 | 183 | 1191 1143
; 1958 115.% 115.6 114.5 112.5 115.8& 119.5 115,6
' Quarter - . . . - -~
1956 : December - 113.8 115.5 11,2 | 10,9 | 117.6 M4 1142
1957 » March M3.7 | 114.1 | 11,4 | 109,7 | 1187 | 118.9| 113.7 |
June 14,7 | 15,3 | 112.4 | 11,3 | 120,2 | 119.6| 114.8 |
Septembsr 115.0 115,5 112,5 112.2 1201 118.8 1151 ’ '
* December 114.8 115.3 13,4 | 11ty 119.1 119,1 114,92
1958 : Marchk 16,4 115.5 114.9 112,1 | 119.4 1197 115.8
Tune 116.4 | 116.0 | 1473 | 114,0 | 120,7 | 120.3| 1165
Séptember 16,2 | 116.7 18.0 | 115.2 | 121.2 1209 116,9
Deceriber 116.9 19,4 | tzc,0 | Tidu | 1211 1225 | 11803
1959 3 March 117,3 120,3 121,17 ] 116.8 | 121,77 § 123,4| 119.0
All Groups EXCLUDING Potatoes and Onlons (o) :
Year anded June - . | . 7 - e .
1956 105.3 108,4 | 105.9 | 106,3 | 112.6 | 110.6 | 107,0
1957 113.0 113.5 110.3 109,5 112.9 18,0 113.0
1958 116,0. 115.5 114.5 12,6 119.7 19,7 115.7
Quarter - , . »
5 1956 ¢ December 112.6 143.1 | 109.5 108,77 | 119.2 119,77 1125
1957 : March 113.7 113.7 | 10,9 {1097 | 18,4 | 1185 ] 113.5
. June 114.5 114.8 112.0 | 111.0 119.9 119.2 1145
September 115.2 1i5,3 12,3 112.2 119,28 119.0 115,1
December 115.2 15,2 | 113.6 | 111.8 | 118,9 19,4 115.1
1958 : March 16,7 15,5 | 1148 | 112,71 | 119.4 | 19,7 115.%
June 116.8 116,1 | 117.3 1142 120,7 120,6 | 116,77
Septenber 15,6 116.8 | 117.9 | 15,4 | 121,2 | 121,31 1171
Decomber 117, | 119.2 119.8 1 115.9 121,0 122.8 | 118,3
1959 3 March | 117,31 1199 1 4207 | 16,6 | 21,6 | 123,0) 118.8

(a) Pilgures appearing after the dec
signifiocance for general statistical purposes, 1 o mir
distortiona that would ocnur in rounding off the figures to the nearest whole number,
(@) See parugraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of this Bulletin,

The above indexes measure prisce movements for each olty individually and the
dogre of price movement in respective aitlies over the perlods shown,
ptovﬁ:- & comparison of absolute retall price levels in any city with the

(b) Weighved average.

10, ‘
differen- a in
they do not

retall price levels of any other colty.

1, ' '

on 2/th March, 1954.

v, eash qu é;
" repregentative of a

pattern of 1950-53,
12,

’
fe
*
*

group weights and the -

It haz been oo
quarter from September quarter, 1952, y

Ei h proportion of expenditurs of wage earner households. ,
g‘tem woights of the Interim Index relate broadly to the consumption

1led for the

imal point in the tatles herein possess little
They are inserted to avold the minor

The Interim Retail Prios Index was first published and described in §,8,265
C IR Ly SaTs 1950-51 o 1957-38 and os
The 1ial of itema covered by the index ia

But

The

Thoge of the 10" Serles Index relate to the pre-war pattern,

A comparison of

, The: 1ist of items in the Interim Intlex 1s more comprenensive than that of
the nQ¥ Serles Index and some of the principal food weights and group weights differ

avbatantially from those used in the YG" Seriens Index,
and of the list of items in the respective indexes 1d shown on pages 9 -

§roup welghts
v 2
™ annual "Labour Report" No, 45 (1957).

- of the;
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13, At times appreciable disparities appear in the movement of the respective
indexes for individual cities from quarter to quarter, The Interim Index, being
based on recent weights and an extended list of items, is the more repressntative
measure of quarterly retail price wariations, '

14 The following table shows the Interim Index for the six capital ecities -
combined (with the year 1952~53 as base = 100) in comparison with "C" Ssries Index
numbers converted arithmetically to the sems base year. In view of the fluctuations
in prices of potatoes and onlons (see page 1 of this Bulletin) this table shows index
numbers for both series including and excluding those two commodities,

TABLE 3 ; COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RETAIL PRICES (Bage ; Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

. Six Capital Cities (Weighted Average)
Period "G Series Index Interim Index -
A ' B,
Yoar ended June - 1953 i 100,0 ' 100,0 ' 100,0
1954 102,8 ’ 102,2 - 102,5
1955 103,77 103.7 103.6
A B '
1956 107,5 108,.8 107.0 108,06
1957 112.2 1141 1i3.0 114,3
1958 1147 174.3 15,7 15.6
Quarter - 1955 ¢ March 103.9 103.8 103,8.
June , 105.0 104,5 104.7
A B . .
September 105,9 106.6 105,1 105.7
December 106,7 107.7 - 106,3 107.0
1956 ¢ March 197.8 109.0 . | 107.4 108,3
June - 109.7 ' 11,8 109, 4 10,8
September 111.1 15,6 1115 M4.4
December 11,7 114.2 112.5 14.2
1957 ¢ March 112.6 112.8 113.5 1137
September 114.0 113.8 115.1 115.1
Decsmber 1 14,0 : 113.5 115.1 114.9
1958 : March - M5,0 14,7 - 1M5.9 - 145.8
June 115.9 115.3 16,7 116.5
September 116.3 157 - 117,1 116.9
December 117.3 17,6 118,3 118,3
1959 : March X 17,8 118.8 119,0

(a) See note to Tahla 1 herein;

Indexes in columns "A" exclude, and those in colums "B" include, the .
offects of price changes of potatoes and onions, See paragraphs 3 and 4 on page 1 of
this Bulletin, :

15, The rental component used in thess retail price indexes has been sontinued
on the basis desoribed on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report™ No, 41 (1952), Analysis
of data of the Census of 1954 und recent survsys shows that in all citles the numbers

of houses priv : .1y rented have diminighed substantially and that rents of the residual
houses (alone) are no longer sufficiently representative as the hcusing component of the
retail price indaxes, The housing component is under consideration,

Thls document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains
statistiocs or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician

pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act 1905-1949,

8. R. CARVER

- COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN
COMMONWEALTH BUREAU QF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

CANBERRA, _ A,C,T. 2718 AFRIL, 1959,
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