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INTERIM BETALL PRICE INDEX
MARCH QUARTER=_19§§o

1 This summary zantains the>Inferim Retail Price Index for the six
State capital cities for March gquarter, 1955, in comparison with earlier periods.

2. The index was described in S,8, 265 of 24th March, 1954, It has

baen compiled for the years 1950=51 to 1953-54 and for each quarter from

September quartver, 1952, The list of items covered by the index is representative
of & high proportion of expenditure of wage earnor households,: The weighting
pattern and the llst of component items in the Interim Index relate to conditions
now current. Those of the "C" Series Retail Price Index relate to the pre-war
pattern of wage earner expenditure and cunsumption,

3. The 1list of items 1ﬁ the Interim Index is more comprehensive than
that of the “" Series Index and some of the pr:ncipal food weights and group
weighte differ substantially from those used in the "0" Series Index.

44 Group and aggregate Interim Retail Price Index Numbers are ghown
below:sw

TABLE I : INTERTM RETATIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES

Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities
Base t Year 1952-53 = 100)(a)

Period Food | Cpouns & | Remt Ttons | 411 Geoups
Year ended June =
1951 67.9 7841 90.3 7643 4.9
1952 ' 89.4 93.8 92,6 9143 9144
1953 : ©100.0 | 100,0 100,0 100,0 |  100.0
1954 1037 10146 105.0 10049 102.5
Quarter - : ' '
1952 September 99.8 98.0 97.0 98.7 98,8
December 98.5 99.6 . 99.0 100.0 9943
1953 March ©100.0 * 100.4 1014 - 100.6 10044
June _, 1017 102,0 102.6 | 100.7 101.6
Septembex 103.9 10145 103.3 101.0 102.4
Dosember | 103.4 101.6 103.% 100,58 |- 102,2
1954 March 104.0 101.8 104.9 101.2 | 102.7
Juns 10347 101.5 | 107.7 1100.9 102.7
Septembver -~ 103,0. 101.6 108.9 104,2 102.7
Decembex 103.7 102,3 | 109.3 101.2 103.2
1955 March - 105.3 | 102,3 109.7 1601.2 103.8

(n) Figures appozring after the decimal point in the tabies hersin possese Ilttle
31gnificance for general statiatical purposes. They are ingerted to aveid the
minor distor$ions that would ocour in roundrng off the figures to the nearest
whole numbar,

5e The next table shows agirdgate In :erim Retail Price Tndex Numbers
1or each of the six Otate capital cities dndividually in comparison with the
g@ighted average indsx for the gix State capitals combineds=
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2. |
TABLE 2 : INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX
FOR STX CAPITAL OTTIES, SEPARATELY AND NCMBINED

(Base of Index for Kaéh City and fox Six Capital Cities:
Year 1952<53 = 100\ (a))

; . e i o lAdelatde ‘ Six Capital
Period Sydney IJellbou:Iixfe‘. :Brlg’pane .z}fialalde Pgrth | Hohart Citien (b
Year ended June - . . : |
1951 7446 15.2 6.4 | 747 | 7445 | 7341 14,9 :
1952 917 91,0 9247 90.9 | 90.7 89.9 91.4
1953 100,60 100,0 100,0 100,00 1100.0 100,0 100,0
1954 102.2 102.4 103:0 102,0 [903.9 | 106.6 102.5 -
Quarter - . .
1952 September 98,6 . 98,6 99.3 99.7 | 98.8 972 98,8
December 994 G942 ' 99-4 99.0 993 97,8 | 39.3
1953 Karch 100.5 100.3 100.2 100,1 {10044 101,8 100.4
Juane 101.9 101,8 10141 - 101.2 |[101.6 103.2 101.6
September 102,2 102,6 102,0 {02,1 [402.7 | 106.9 102.4
Decenber 101.8 | 102,2 1031 101,77 1102.2 | 1074 102.2
1954 Maxch 102.6 102.4 103.8 102,0 [103.3 | 106.7 { 102,7 o
Juns 102.2 102.3 . 103.3 102.,0 |107.6 105.3 +  102.7 . |
September 102,2 101.8 102,8 102.5 |109,0 105.1 102.7
December 1G2,9 102,2 103.6 102,8 108.7 104.9 | .103.2
1955 Maxch : 103.23 102,9 104.4 103 5 1109.3 10_5.8 103.8

(a2) Pigures appearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess 1:|.ttle
significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the
minor distortions that would occur in rounding off the figures to the nearest
whole pumber, (b) Weighted average.

6. The above indexes measure price movements for each city individually
and the difference in degree of prics movement in respective cities over the
periods shown, But they do not provids a comparison of absolute retail pri.ce
levels in any city with the retail price levels of any ovher city..

Te The following table shows for each of “he past four fiscal years and
for each of the eleven gquarters September, 1952 to Maxrch, 1955 the Interim Index
for the Six Capital Cities combined, with the year 1952-53 as base = 100, in
comparison with the "C" Series Index recomputed 4o the same base:=-

TABLE ) : COMPARATTVE MOVEMBNTS (Base : Year 1952-53 = 100) (a)

Six Capital Cities
Period : (ﬂes.crht‘ad Averar'e)
"0" Series Index Inte:cim I;xdev
Year ended June - !
1951 T4.8 14.9
1952 917 _ 9144
1953 100.0 ‘ ' 100.0
1954 ' 102,8 102,5
Quarter - ‘ .
1952 September 99.0 - 98 |
Dacember 99.2 99.3 "
1953 March - 100, 1004 |
June 101.4 101.6 5
Septembox 102,17 ' B 102.4 1‘
December 102.9 102,2 ;
1954 Maxrch : 102.9 102.7 |
Jane ©102.8 . 102.7
Septembsr 102,86 . ' 102.7
Decenmber . 103.2 ' 103.2
1355 Maxch ~ 103.9 L 103.8.

(a) Ses note to Tahle 2 abovse.
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