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" PREFACE.

The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was publ:shed in 1972
This Report is the twenty-seventh of the serics and deals chiefly with the
year 1936, The tabulations, however, include particulars relating to the
ﬁrsb half of 1937 as well as for earlier years, in most cases back to I93I.

The synopsis immediately following shows the general arrangement
of the work, while an index has heen inserted at the end of the volume to
facilitate relerence.

The subject-matter in the Report has been divided into four main
Chapters, covering information in regard to Prices (Wholesale, Retail and
International Comparisons); Wages; Employmeni (Unemployment and
Industrial Disputes): Associations (Trade Unions and Employers’
Asgociations). The Report follows the hines of its immediate predecessors
in scope and arrangement.

In Chapter I1., Section 3, a comprehensive review s given of the
judgment of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitratior
of the 23rd June, 1937, by which *“ prosperity loadings > were added to thé
basic wage of all workers whose wages and working conditions are controlled
by that Court, A table of the * Court ” Series of Index Numbers created
by the Court for the adjustment of ils basiec wage appears in Appendix 1X.,

A bricf review has been included in Chapter III. ** Employment ™, of

the special legislation for the rclief of unemployment enacted during 1931
to 1937. “Tables arc also published herein for the first time embodying data’
n * Direct Measures of Employment ” by way of supplementing the
information in regard to unemployment provided by the percentages reported
by trade unions. The field of inquiry covered by this investigntion has
been limited for the time being to employment in factories and retail stores.

In view of the importance and extent of the revision in 1936 and 1937
of the retail price indexes compiled by the Burean, the whole of the
Resolutions of the 1936 Conference of Statisticians upon which the revisions
are based are publisbed in Appendix XL

For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which
have been made In regard to rates of wage, labour organizations, employers’
agsociations, unemployment, industrial disputes, &ec., the following classi-
fication of trades and occupations has been adopted :—

Classification of Industries and Ocenpations.

1. | Wood, Forniture, Sawmill, Timber-ff  VIIL | BMining, Quarries, &e.
works, &c.
11 Engineenng, Mctal Works, &c. IX. | Railway~ and Tramwaw Ser-
vices.
L1, | Food, Drink, end Tobacco—Manu- X. | Other Land Transport.
facture wnd Digtribution.
IV, | Clothing, Textiles, &c. X1. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &c.
V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &ec. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, HRural,
Hartiealtural, &e.
VI. | Other Manuincturing. XIIL. | Domestic, Hotels, &ec.
VIT. | Building. XIV. [ Miscellaneons,
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES, NOMINAL AND EFFECTIVE OR REAL WAGE INDEX-NUMDERS —AUSTRALIA, 19t1 TO 1537
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NoOTE —The index-numbers in the above craph are for the She Capital Citles a9 a whole, with the exceplion of those for Whalesnle Prices which are for
Melhourne, They are all ealculated to the cammon Dase fort = 1,000, the scale for which appears on the {eft of the graph  They are shown guarterdy ITom
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guarterly from 1914, and Keal Wages guarierly from 1914 for the ** A " Series, and from 193 fer the * G ** Series .




