WHOLBSALE Prioma 9

CHAPTER 1.—PRICES.,
§ 1. Wholesale lf'riees.

1. General—Information regarding variations in wholesale prices in
Melbourne for 1927 and previous years is given herein. The investigation,
commenced in 1912, included the collection of prices for years back to 1861
and the computation of index-numbers in connexion therewith. A statement
of the results obiained and an explanation of the methods of collection
and computation adopsed will be found in Labour Report No. 1, pp. 43 to 66.

The date upon which the investigation is based were obtained mainly
from reports of Melbourne market prices published in the ordinary press
and ib special trade reviews. In any case of doubt as to the reliability of
the figures, the records thus obtained Were verified by reference to weil-lmown
business firms dealing in the articles in question. Rvery care was taken to
ensure that the prices quoted for each article referred to a uniform quality,
and, in cases where several sources of information were utilized for
obtaining prices of single commodities, specinl precautions were taken to
ensure substantial continuity of quality or grade. In most cases, monthly
prices were obtained (but where daily or weekly quotations were available,
these were adopted), and arithmetic averages for the Several years were
computed. In regard, however, to a few commodities, such as cosl, tea,
cotton and wool, since monthly prices were not available for back years,
yearly averages, based in each case on reliable data, were secured.

It was at first intended to obtain records on the lines indicated for s
uniform list of commodities for the capital city in each State. Owing, how-
ever, to the large amount of work involved, and to the difficulty experienced in
obtaining regularly the prices of anything like a uniform representative liat
of commodilies from the information published in some of these cities, this
idea has for the present been abandoned.

- 2. Bagis,~—Retail prices have the advantage that a comparatively small
list of commedities guflices to represent a large proportion of the average
expenditure. They are, however, subject to the difficulty that their varia-
tions depend largely upon local conditions, and it is, therefore, necessary
to collect the data over a wide area. Wholesale prices, on the other hand,
are fixed usually at one or two centres, but a much larger list of commodities
must be covered.

The index-numbers up to the year 1911 are based on the prices of 80
commodities, but since that year the number has been increased to 92.*
It is proposed to revise the present list with a view to increasing the
rumber of  commodities regarding which wholesale prices are collected.
The mothods followed for the computation of the wholesale price index-
numbers are the same as those adopted in regard to retail prices. The com-
modities included, the units of measurements for which the prices are taken,
and the mass-units indicating the relative extent to which each commedity
in the units of measurement specified is used or consumed, are shown in the
following statement.

* In the computativn of the index-numbers for years prior to 1911, the aggregate expenditure
on B0 commaoditiez in 1911 i3 taken na base {= 1,000), whils for later years the aggregate expendituTe
ou 92 cominod]bies in 1911 is taken.
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Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and
* Mass=Units.*

Maes Mamn
Commodity. Brand. Undc., Ualt. Commodlty, Brand, Unlt. Unit,
Grour 1. Gpome ¥V,

Iron— Citrran ta e i ib, 1400
Pig .o | Mxd, Nos.| ton 8 Ralsins «. | Bultanas " 1,400
mﬁngl:’:iﬂroe Stafford P g Herringe .+ | 1db, tresh dost,l 1:b, 50

. » ns
Hste . - . 3 || setmon < [ 1b N 50
e N » sl
poiges i | | ¢ e B onpae
i s L - o aa an fali} N

Fencing Wire .. | Ko, 8 ., ton [] Cocoa .. |McKenzle's “ 100

Zinc, sheet ., .. " ] Bugar .. | No, 1A tou 22

Teod, l;};eef; o . " g glaacuronl ‘e . lbi mgr

Copper, sEeeet .- .. 1B, 2,000 Illg . .. ton £

a::;:ksllver " | Wowenatte " 65% 8alt .. . mﬁat.rau«an " ?

. . 3 Ko
on what! Anlt .. .. | Rock .. " 1
Mustard .. | Coleman's dori:l 1b. L]
0%
Btarch co‘fv?’l‘{'o.a ib. 100
Groor 11, Blue .. | Koen's \ 50
Matches .. Anggfm:mn groas a0
r oty

Dranbags .. - doz, 0 |l condies .. | Rangoon [ 6. | 1000

Woolpacks v . ench 200 Tobacco .. | Two Beas " 1,300

Lo Pk . .- Po'ket Pea,

Waxed Kip .. .. Ib, eoo || Tea .. r . " 8.000
Wazed Spitt : . 200 Kerosens e o gallon 1,700
Light Crop .. . "

Cotton .o | Baw ., - 24,000

Wool .« | Groasy. . " 12,

Twine o Rtfnpdel' “ 16¢ GRoUP VI.

P Dinder
Tallow .+ | Mutton ton 14 || Best ++ | Avernge 100 lba. awy
Prime quality
Mutton .e " 1h, B8,
Veal e " " 2,000
Lamb " " 5,600
Grovp ITL. Pork " * 3,700
Frour 50 IR Mol Bl Grov? VI
g?]nr&. v N " {:
] .o

Oats .. | vl bushel | 1200 [ THmber— Floortng—

Datmea) .. [ Cotonial | ton 13 Sxl jwofhin)

Parley «+ | Enaligh banshe) 150 &x oom a0
v . | Cape .. " 100 "

Molzs 1,000 8 x " el

He v Best. Mn M;’n 188 Wanther- " 200

Charr "’ | Fetme o 135 boards

Straw A Vll:tol‘il;l; " o5 Oregon 1,000 ft. 20

Foms .. o ‘“;22‘1 b4 Shelving | o’ 10
tatoes .- : Cement .. | Portland |+ cask 50

gnll: . .+ | Victorian b!t:gl;el 1413)I White Lead .| o ton 1
nlong . . Blates o | Welsh 1,000 i

. 26 x 16

Grove TV,
- QRovP VIIL

Ham . . Ib. BOD

BacoD .. “e " ?,% Camb? :LTarta; In kegs :‘l; 400‘

Cheess “e “s " ' thon; L) ‘e n

Butter v+ | Dest Fresh - 9,500 Soda

Lard .. . | Bulk .. " i) Baltpetre «+ | Befined " o

Eggs .. «» | Ordinary doz. 1,800 Sulphuar ‘e e v H

m “e ‘e b, 023 g:lmntlu Boda .. L ‘i;:t' 7*

ax .. .- um .. .. n
Condensed MUK | Bacchus | doz b, 160 || Cyanide of Po- . Ib. 570
Marsh taselum
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3. Index-Numbers,—Indez-numbers have been computed for each
group of commodities, as well as for all groups combined. These index-
numbers are shown in the following table —

Molhourne Wholesale Prices—Indez-Numbers, 1861 to March, 1928, Computed with
Year 19E1 as Base (= 1,000).

L II. I, IV. Y. VI VII. VIH, [ AN Coms~
YR Metals | Jute, Agricul- | Dalry | Groee Bullding | C - | moditiea
and Leather,| tural ¥ro-) Produoce.;  les. Meat, a, cals, oombmed.
Coal, dec. dige, &0,
1861 1,438 1,281 1,583 1,008 1,063 1,070 2,030 1,538
1871 1,008 1,257 1,286 864 1,588 1,644 1,409 1,220
1881 1,1 1,115 1,012 035 1,421 1,091 1,587 1,521
1891 805 B47 1,024 995 1,032 780 1,194 945
1901 1061 bt 1,020 L0488 | 1,845 B41 0T a4
1M1 . 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,080
1912 .. 1,021 1,870 1,306 1,052 357 1,057 978 W73
1913 .| w048 | 1070 1,007 | 1095 | 102¢ | 1252 1,128 905 080
1014 .. , K 207 1,137 5 1,607 10581 1,253 1,149
1915 .. 1,28¢ 1,017 2,162 1 1,133 2,485 1,275 L5628 1,604
1918 e 1,805 1,428 1,208 1,485 1,522 LB15 1,461 1,760 1,604
17 . 2,120 | 2,008 1,157 1.423 1,43 2,403 1,884 2,171 1,602
1918 o 2,418 | 2,380 1444 1,464 1,422 | 2,385 2,856 8,225 1,034
1919 . 2,125 2,863 1,985 1,851 1,616 | 2,549 2,851 2,808 2,055
.. 2,208 | 2,624 2,439 g 1,918 3,270 3,226 2,826 2,400
1621 . 2173 1,562 1,767 2,000 1,976 2,158 2,783 2,803 1,803
1922 .. 1,942 1,681 1,628 1,848 1,880 1,787 2,005 1,065 1,158
1923 e 1,826 | 2148 178 1,837 1,146 | 2,670 2,025 1,933 1,044
1924 . 1,835 2,418 1,047 1,655 1,721 2,223 1,818 1,508 1,636
1986 . 1,852 1,067 1,767 1,638 1 2,212 1,711 1,700 1,843
1029 ‘e 1,088 , 2,001 1,784 1,731 1,931 1, 1,518 1,832
1927 .. ¥ 1,850 1,82 1,822 ,72¢ | 2,111 | 1,860 1,817
1927—
Jan. 1,994 1,447 1,808 1,732 1,714 1,735 1,659 1,648 1,760
Feb, 1,982 1,607 1,821 1,748 1,704 1,608 1,613 1,543 1,70
March 1,977 1,542 1,067 1,748 1,604 1,776 1,818 1,860 L1100
April L8 1,587 1,652 1,306 1,711 1,753 1,648 1,840 1,720
May 1,960 1,580 1,674 1,872 24 23 1,043 1,610 3,738
Juna 1, 1,547 1,728 1927 722 1 2,013 1,860 1,340 1,772
July 1,870 1,637 1,780 1,931 1,730 | 2,253 1,663 + '
Aug. 1,956 1,884 1,867 1,8 1,739 2,472 1,674 1,872 1,819
L. 1,058 1,833 1,930 1,823 1728 | 2,065 1,678 1,872 1,034
Oct. 1,843 1,782 2,086 1,837 1,732 2,730 1,562 1,004 1,872
Nov, 1,143 832 1,928 1,766 L7451 2,348 1,548 1,904 1,892
szec. 820 821 1,879 1,738 1,743 | 2,077 1,619 1,804 1,848
a—
Jan, .. 1,028 [. 1,838 1,860 1,721 1,728 | 2,211 1,709 1,004 1,080
Feb. . 1,922 1,349 1,774 1,483 1,710 | 2,197 1,718 1,446 1,829
March . 1,017 1,912 1,710 1,851 1,716 | 2,239 1,739 1,946 1,830

NoTB,~-The flpurcs given in this table are comparabie in the vertleal oolumna, but are not dirsotly
vomparable horlzontally, The index-numbers are reversibla,

The index-numbers in each group have been computed with the prices
in the year 1911 as base; in other words, they show the amount which would
have had to be expended in each of the years specified in order to purchase
what would have cost £1,000 in 1911 distributed in purchasing the relative
quantities (indicated by the mass-units) of the several commodities included
in such group, and in all groups respectively. Thus, in the last column the
cost of the relative quantities of the various commodities was 1,229 in 1871,
and 974 in 1901, as compared with 1,000 in 1911 and 1,817 in 1927, In other
words, prices were lower-in 1911 than in either 1871 0r-192%, and the pur-
chasing-power of money in 1911 was accordingly greater. Again, prices
were higher in 1911 than in 1901, and the purchasing-power of money in the
former year was therefore less,
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The genera! index-number for the year 1927 shows a decrease of 0.8
per cent. compared with that for 1926. The index-numbers computed from
the annual average wholesale prices of commodities in the following groups
showed an increase as cowpared with those during 1926 :—Metals and Coal
(L), Jute, Leather, etc. (IL.), Dairy Produce (TV.), Meat (VL), and Chemicals
(VIIL), while the index-numbers of prices of Agricultural Produce (IIL),
Groceries (V.), and Building Materials {(VIT.) declined. The main increases
were—Meat, 9.3 per cent., and Jute, Leather, eto.,, 4.3 per cent. The
average prices of agricultural produce showed a decline of 8.7 per cent,
The variation in prices of commodities in the other groups during the
two years was not sufficient to aficot the index.-nwnbers to any great
extent.

The monthly index-numbers show the movement of prices from January,
1927, to March, 1928. Prices of jute, leather, ete., increased considerably
during the period, while chemicals also showed a steady rise. Prices for
building aterials declined during the later months of the year 1927, but
took an upward trend during the early months of 1928, The cost of agn-
cultural produce and meat was higbest in October, the foruer showing a
steady decline from that date, but meat after decliving in price had »
tendency to rise during 1928. The index-nwmnbers for all groups reached
the peak in October and they show that prices in March, 1928, were ¢4 per
cent. higher than in January, 1927.

The index-numbers for the full period from 1871 to 1911 (and for 1861
and 1866} are given in Report No. 1, page 48. °

4. Quarterly Variations in Price Levels.—The following table gives
the index-numbers for the four quarters of 1927 and the first quarter
of 1928:—

Melbourne Whnlesale Prices-——Quarterly Index-Nambers for 1827 and First Quarter, 1028
{Base 1911 = 1,000).

Index Numbers,
o T
TOUP. - . i
modities. J:;‘ AEII J;gy Otgt. Jal:.

March, JFuna, 8ept., Dec., March,
27, 1927, to27. 1027 1028.
I. Metalsand Coal .. . 14 1,084 1,065 1,061 1,039 1,022
I1. Jute, Leather, &o. . 10 1,498 1,671 1,718 1,512 1,860
- AL agricultural Produce . 16 1,795 1,685 1,850 1,005 1,781
IV. Dairy Produce .- .- o 1,742 1,860 1,903 1,750 1,686
¥. Groceriea .. .. .. 21 1,704 1,719 1,733 1,744 1,718
VI, Meab .. o & 1,736 1,863 &40 2,385 2,232
VIi. Bullding Materiala .. .. 10 1,630 1,849 1,533 1,577 1,722
VIII. Chemicals .. e .. 7 1,849 1,840 1,472 1,004 1,031
All Groups {e) .. . 2 1,787 1,743 1,882 1,904 1,840

-
{a) Weightad avarage,

. 5. Variations- since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index-
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years 1915 to 1927, and
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for each month from January, 1927, to March, 1928, are shown in the
following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war,
a8 base (=1,000) for each group :—-

Melbourne Wholesale Frices, Index-Numbers, July 1914, Years 1915 to 1527, and Monthly
January, 1927, to March, 1928, (Base—July, 1914 = 1,000). :

1. 1. IIT. IV. Y. v1. VII. VI,
Metala | Jute, Agtl- Dairy Doitdlog| ¢y o0r All
Peripd, and  |Teather, | cultural | Pro- |Grocerles.| Meat. | Mater- eals, | Grevups.
Coal, ete. | Produce.| doce, 1ala. .
July 1914 . 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,400 1,000
Yenr 1016 . .. 1,186 934 2,024 1,272 1,098 1,502 1,164 1,490 1,408
. 1516 .. | Ls30| 1307 | 1130 | 1235 | 1266 | 1,651 | 136l | 1,718 | 1,818
W 1017 1,819 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,141 1,458
» 1018 2,107 | 2324 1,351 1210 1,378 1,469 | 2448 | 3,085 1,605
1919 1,930 2,169 1,858 1,573 1,489 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801
1020 2001 2,430 2,288 1,640 1,860 2,022 2044 2,764 2,178
1921 1,874 1,250 1,853 1,663 1,914 1,331 2,495 2,248 1,608
. 1922 1,763 | 1,541 1,523 1,270 1,811 1,102 | 1,830 1,017 1,541
- 1923 1,658 | 1072 1884 1 1,527 ) 1693 | 1500 | 188 [ 1885 | 1,704
» 1924 1,667 , 220 1,54 1,378 1,668 1,371 1,856 1,761 1,663
W 1825 1,682 | 1,808 | 1,A81 1,360 1,670 | 1,364 1,662 1,746 1,617
o 1028 1,760 | 1,458 1,873 v 1,677 1,181 | 1,518 ) 1,771 1,800
e 1927 T8 1,516 1,700 1,616 1,671 1,502 1,482 1,820 1,693
1027—
January . 1411 1,224 1,777 1,440 1,661 1,070 1,514 1,708 1,643
Febhruary .. 1,800 1,383 1,704 1,461 1,661 1,047 1,478 1,703 1,628
March . 1,794 1,415 1,660 1,463 1,644 1,095 1,477 1.81¢ 1,499
Apeil | L6 | 1,487 | 1,646 | 1502 | 1658 { 1081 | 1500 ] 1,794 | 10508
May . 1,791 1,450 1,567 1,558 1,670 1,125 1,801 1,794 1,624
Jine . 1,776 1,420 1.617 1,602 1,660 1,242 1,515 1,794 1,563
July .| 198s| 1508 | 1674 | 1606 | 1,677 { 1.3%0 | 1618 | 1,836 | L1607
Anginst . 1,778 1,546 1,738 1,5%4 1,655 1,525 1,528 1,820 1,847
September .. 1,770 | 1,683 1,807 1,566 1,875 1,685 | 1,440 | 1,826 1,607
Oetober .. 1,704 1,636 1,053 1,627 1,679 1,683 1,426 1,857 1,729
November .. 1,704 1,682 1,504 1,468 1,601 1,448 1,413 1,857 1,658
loé)accemher e 1,763 1,672 1,769 1,445 1,489 1281 1,478 1,857 1,620
Japuary .. 1,761 1,685 1,741 1,431 1,675 1,363 1,560 1,857 1,830
Februsry .. | L7486 | 1,898 | 1,660 § 1,390 | 1,657 | 1,855 | 1569 | 1,807 | L.60d
March ‘e 1,741 1,755 1,601 1,873 1,662 1,412 1,588 1,897 1,004

6. Seasonal Fluctuations,—In order to show the seasonal fluctuations
in wholesale prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter
of the year 1927, These are given in the following table, first, computed
with the year 1911 as base, and secondly, with the average prices for the year
1927 as base. Corresponding figures for purchasing-power of money (retail
prices of food, groceries and coat of house rent) have been included for
comparative purposes.

Melbonrne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Indez-Numbers, 1827,

Jan. | Apdt | July | Ok |
Marchk. | Jupne., | Sept. Dee. Yenr,

Particulars.

Wholesale Price Index-NMumbers with 1911 a8 bage
i; 1000 . e . e “e 1,737 1,742 1,582 1,904 1,017
Wholesale FPrice Index-Numbers with average for
1927 a8 base (= 1.000) ..

m ‘e “s 956 850 1,028 1,048 1,500
Retall Price (Food, Qroceries, and o<t of House Rent)
Index-Numbere with avernge for 1927 as base { =1,000) 087 035 1,017 1,011 1,000

The results evidence a greater variation in wholesale prices than in retail
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices moved
. uniformly in an upward direction, with the exception of the last guarter, .
when retail prices slightly declined.

7. Prices, 1926 and 1927.—In Section 1, Appendix, details are given
of the average wholesale prices of the particular brands of commeditiea used in

-



14 RETAIL Priogs—Foop, GROOBRIXS, AND RANT,

computing the index-nwmbers in the years 1926 and 1927. Corresponding
information for previous years as far back as 1871 was given in the Appen-
dixes to previous Raports,

§ 2. Retail Prices—Food, Groceries, and Rent.

L. General—In normel circumstances changes in the cost of living
due to variations in prices and not to alteration in standard can best be
measured by means of index-numbers of prices. A *‘ composite unit,”
consisting of appropriste quantities of the commodities which enter into
general consumption in Australia, and including housing accommodation,
has, therefore, been adopted, and a comparison of the value of this composite
unit at the prices ruling at any given date with the value determined by
means of the prices ruling at some basic date furnishes the retail price index-
number for the given date, and indicates the proportionate increase or decrease
in the amount of money necessary to purchase such a composite unit, This
method of computation is usually kmown as the *“aggregate expenditure
method.” * There are other methods of computing index-numbers, but
probably none so satisfactorily combines simplicity of procedure with aceuracy
of result. Investigations concerning retail prices are made by this Bureaun
in respect of the following matiers :—

(i.) Monthly variation in the cost of food and groceries in 30 towns.
(ii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices and house rent in 30 towns.

(iii.) Quarterly variations in retail prices of clothing and miscellaneous

expenditure in 30 towns.

{iv.) Annual variations in retail prices and house rent in 200 towns.

fv.} Intermittent Householders’ Budget Inquiries,

In earlier reports the results of comprehensive investigations concerning
prices and prices-indexes for past years were published, and an account
waa given of the methods used in the colléction of data and the computation
of results. A discussion of the theory upon which the calewlation of the
index-numbers is based was furnished in Appendixes to Report No. 1, issued
in December, 1912, Tn Appendix 1, to Report No. 9, an endeavour was made
to set forth the essentials of the problem and of its solution.

For further particulars concerning the * aggregate expenditure method
of index-numbers, reference may be made to Report No. 6, pages 19 and 20,
and to Report No. 12, pages 22 and 23,

2. Cost of Commodities, Standard of Living, and Expenditure on Living.
—A change in the “ cost of living ¥ may be due to a change in the standard
of living, or in the retail price level, or in both; the expenditure on living
depends thus on three factors, viz, ;-

(i.} The nature of the commodities consumed ;
(ii.) The guantities of the commodities consumed ; and
{ifi.) The prices of these commodities.

A change in any one of these may produce a change in the expenditure
on living. In order to obtain index-numbers that will satisfactorily measure
variation in price level, it is necessary that the particular series of commodities
selected, and the relative quantities of these, remain constant. This phase
of the subject is dealt with more fully in Labour Report No. 1, Appendix
VIIL.; in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 17-18; in Labour Bulletm No. 9, pp.
27 to 46; in Labour Bulletin No. 14, pp. 127 to 130; and in Part II. of
Appendix I. of Labour Report No. 9. .

Notwithstanding the explicit statement of the purpose and scope of
theso investigations given in the various Labour Reports, misunderstanding



REeraiL PricEs—Foop, GROOERIES, AND RBNT. 15

in regard thereto is still prevalent. Many persons, having noticed that
a different regimen gives & very different aggregate cost, have thought that
the computed price-indexes must vary considerably with change of regimen.
In Labour Bulletin Ne. 14, pp.127 to 130,it is shown, by calcnlations based on
widely diffurent regimens, that the mode adopted of investigating retail price
level is not vitiated by employing & fixed regimen, Where a standard
of living, or living wage, has heen fixed, the tables can be used as & basis to
determine the variations in the cost of living until such time as the regimen
used as a baais for estimation has ceased to be fairly representative of the
usage of the community. Should a change be necessary, certain safeguardas
which have been indicated in Labour Report No. 1, Appendixes VIII, and
IX., and further dealt with in Appendix I. of Labour Report No. 9 must
be applied.

3. The Composite Unit.—The 47 items making up the * composite unit ”
may be-divided into four groups, viz., {(i.) groceries and bresd, (ii.) dairy
produce, (iii.) meat, (iv.) housing. The cost of these ifems covers about
60 per cent. of the total expenditure of & normal family.

Special investigations have been made with reference to variations in
the cost of the items and services included in the balance of expenditure,
and the results are given in § 3 of thia Chapter,

The index-numbera computed on the basis of food, groceries, and housing
have generally been accepted as a fair reflection of the variation in the whole
ordinary household expenditure in normal times. The question of procedure
in abnormal circumstances was referred to in Labour Report No. 6, pp. 20
fo 22.

The constitution of the * composite unit” is shown hereunder. The
* mags-unita” represent, to the nearest 1,000,000, the proporiionste con-
gumption by the Australian community of the articles included.

Retail Prices.—Composite Unit.

Commodity or Unit of “* Maas Commodity or Untt of "M
SBervice, Quantlty. | Unit,” Bervice. Quantity. | Unft.™
Grovp I.—GROCERIES {INOLUDING BREAD). Qrour IIL—MRBAT.
1. Bread . .e 2 1b, loal 4188 268. Becf, slrioln s Ib. a7
2. Flour, ordinary .. | 261b, bags 1 27, Beet, 1ib . - M 82
3, Tea . . 1b. 30 - 28, Beei flank’ . - 12
4, Cotfes .. ‘e " 2 29, Beef shin . " 14
8. Bugar .. . . 4180 0. Beef steak, rum “ 24
6. Rice . .. " 50 3l. Beef skeak, shoulder " 53
7. Bage .- ‘e » 8 .|| s2. Beel steak ptawing " 63
B. Jam i .. - T3 83, Deef, corned round " F1)
9, Oatmeal ., .. " 35 $¢, Beef, brisket, with
10. Raising .. - " 14 bane + 11
11, Cwrrants .. .. " 14, 95. Dect, briaket.without
12, Starch .. . " i bone " a2
18, Blire -~ ., <+ | doz. aqs. ¥ 86, Mutt.on Ieg . " o3
14, Candles . va 1b. 16 a7. Mutton, shoulder .. " o2
LS. Boap . .e 44 38. Mutton, loin " 30
18. Potatoes .. . u 'rbs 64. || 39, Mutton, neck . " 40
17. Onlons |, e 68 40, Mul.wn chopa, loim " o
18, Kerosens e gallon 17 41, Mutton, chopa, leg " 18
42, Mutton, chops neck " 8l
ﬁ ggri :e . . g
e, £k, Ipln s
Grovp 1L—Damy Propuorsd, ¢5. Pork. belly " :: 1
46, Pork, chops .. - 8
19, Milk . .Y quart a00
20. Butter .. .e b, 95
21, Cheess ., . v 15 Grovr IV.—Hov3irg.
22. Eggs e . dozen 18
23, Bucon, middle .. b 18
24, Bacon, ehoulder ., " 18 47. Housa Accommoda-
25, Ham . . " 8 ton . . wosk (717

Ths inquury so far as the capital cities are concerned goes back to 1901,
und all possible precautions have been taken to ensure accuracy.

874
A7 i L

Py

44
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4. Other Investigations.—(i.) General—These are concerned with (1)
Annuzl variations in the price index-numbers for 200 towns, (2} the cost
of living according to householders’ budget inquiries, {3) and special inquiries
as to the cost of food, groceries, and housing in various towns and localities,

(ii.} Price-Indexes for 200 Towns.—Prior to 1912 investigations were made
concerning the price-indexes in the capital cities only, but for 1912 and sub-
sequent years monthly inquiries have been extended to 30 towns. An
investigation as to variation in price-indexes for 100 Anstralian towns was
carried out for the months of November, 1913, and November, 1914.
From 1915 to 1922 the number of towns from which returns were collected
annually was' increased from 100 to 150, and from November, 1923, the
number was further raised to 200. The resulis of the investigations for
November of each year from 1913 to 1926 have been published in various
issues of the Report. The general agreement of the various results shows that
the index-numbers for the capital cities only, for the years prior to 1912, and
for the 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years, fairly indicate the variationsin
the cost of food, groceries, and housing in each State and throughout Australia.

(iii.) Householders Budgets—The [irst collection of these wns made in
1910-11, and the results, which covered a period of twelve months, wero pub-
lished in December, 1911. A second was made during 1913 for the month
of November only, and results were given in a special report, entitled “Labour
Report, No, ‘4, Expenditure on Living in the Commenwealth, November,
1913.” In September, 1917, the Government of Western Australia ap-
pointed a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the cost of the necessaries of
life in that State. Under the authority of this Commission budgets were
obtained from householders showing their weekly expenditure in detail,
The Commonwealth Statistician undertook the necessary analysis of the
returns, and ‘the report, when completed, was forwarded to tho Weatern
Australian Government, at whose request it was published in Labour Report
No. 9, pp. 63-T1.

(w) Special Investigations,—During recent years, in connexion with
Arbitration Court proceedings, the question has been raised of the cost of
living in certain country towngz and districts as compared with the cost in
the towns usually covered by the investigations of the Bureau. In order
to ascertain the necessary particulars, inquiries were made in various towns
and localities, and index-numbers were computed and submitted to the
tribunals concerned.

(v.) Investigations by the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage.—In
December, 1919, the Commonwealth Government appointed a Commission
consisting of three representatives of Employers’ Organizations, and three
representatives of the Federated Trade Unions, with an independent Chair-
man. The terms of the Commission and other particulars in regard to
findings, ete., ate given on page 28.

5. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 192Y.—(i.) General—Index
numbhers, computed separately for each group of commodities and services
included in the investigation, as well as the weighted average for all grou
together, are shown for the capital city of each State in the next lsabf)ﬂ
In this table the weighted aggregate expenditure for the whole of the capital
cities in 1911 for each group or combination is taken as base (= 1,000), and
the figures for the separate cities give the relative cost of ihe regimon. These
index-numbers are comparable in all respects within the limits of a group
or combination, gince within such limits they show not only the variations
from vear to year in each city, but comparisons also as to the relative cost
in the different cities for the same year or for different years :—
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Retail Price Indox-Numbers—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1927,

red with each other in
order to show the relatlve cost of (3a¥) hovalng, and food and grocetles, sloce the welghted nverage cost
tor the six cities taken together in 1911 in each group or combination is made equal o 1,000,

The index-numbere civen In the sepatate groups of the table cannot be com
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TowN. 1007, | 1911, | 1814 | 1921, | 1928, { 1924, | 1025, | 1028, l 1927,
GRroDP I—{3ROVERICS,
Bydney . .- 04 | 108 | 1,2 1878 1 1233 | 1,710 | 1,984 | 1,905 | 1,870
elbonzng . .. 17 024 one y 1,687 708 | 1,575 | 1,727 | 1,787 | 1,640
Prhabane .. N 969 | ,0RT | F00 ) 1958 | 3832 | 1,685 ) 1,836 | 1,033 | 1,737
Adelaide . .. 003 oh8 [ 1,061 | 1,907 | 1,944 | 1843 | 1,770 | 1.814 | 1710
Porth .- AN 1,009 | 1,276 | A1 ] 1,935 00 1,627 1 1,770 | 1,810 | 1,684
Hobsrt . .. 838 | 1,003 | LOTO | 1,927 | 1,704 | 1,683 | 1,734 | 1,807 | 1,002
Welghted Average {a} .. 885 | 1,000 1 1002 | 1,037 | 1,770 | 1,850 | 3,707 | 1,886 | 1,700
Group II.—Dalry PRODUCE.
Bydney i . 032 971 | 1,110 | 1,828 | 1,831 | 1,680 [ 1,813 | 1,700 | 1,818
Melbonrne .e 067 o8 1 1,076 | 1,840 | 2,745 | 1004 ) 1,553 | 1.480 | 1,717
Relshane .. e 8at 983 065 | L8684 | L0701 1,555 | 1,640 | 1,651 | 1,857
Adelatds . 928 | 1,103 | 1,104 | 1728 | 2,684 | 1,606 | 1622 | 1,681 | 1,714
Perth .. Lo | 2200 ] L2441 | 3,244 | 1851 | 1806 | X720 | 1880 | 1,748 | 1,74R
Hobatt .- .. a5 094 | L1Y7 | 1,848 | 1,665 | 1.540 | 1,45¢ | 1,654 | 1,673
Welghted Average (g} - 055 | 000 | 1,108 | 1,815 | 1,767 | 1,630 | 1,600 | 1,717 | 1,761
Groop ITT—MaiT.
Bydney . . 094 950 | 1,280 | 1,838 | 1,788 ) 1,845 | 1,893 | 1,740 | 1,338
tibourne .. oo | 1,067 020 | 3,270 | 1,072 | 2,028 | 1,056 | 1950 | 1,852 | 1,855
‘PBrizhane .. 1,024 935 | 1,100 | 1,719 | 1,468 | 1,828 | 1,705 | 1,683 | 1,608
Adelalde . N 5,060 | 1,087 | 1,502 | 2007 | 2208 | 2288 | 2,108 | 2161 | 2,185
Perth . . 1,511 | LAYT | L0688 [ 2,113 | 2,084 | 2,526 | 2,432 | 2,071 | 2,030
Hobart ‘. S 1,276 | 1,221 | 1408 | 2,382 | 2,345 | 2,403 | 2,286 | 2,201 Xirk)
Weghted Averagn {n) .. 1,074 ) 1,000 § 1,323 | 1,934 | 1,904 | 1,082 ) 106t | 1,852 | 1,878
' GrOUP? L, TL, AND ITT. COMBINED.—F0OD AXD (IROCTRIES.

Sydney . . 046 988 | 1,150 | 1,808 | 1,820 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,846
Me boorne .- . 25 835 | 1,001 § 1,008 | 1,802 | 1,684 | 1,748 | 1,774 | 1,732
Brizhane N . 047 | L& 3 1,078 | 1812 | 1602 | 1,600 | 1,784 | 1,785 | 1,680
Adelalite N Ve 95 1,020 | 1,218 | 1,006 | 1,823 | 1,701 | 1,840 L5880 | 1.841
Perth . . L1097 | 1,340 | L302 | 1,005 | 1,828 | 1801 | 1,933 | 1,886 | 1,746

Hobart . .+ | LOlo | LOS3 | 1,212 | 24025 , 1,849 | 1,810 | 1,868 | 1,7
Woighted Average (@) .. |7 265 | 1,000 | 1,144 | 1,502 | 1,805 | 1,732 | L,785 | L2205 | 1,749

AroOp 1V.~~HoUsING (WEKATED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 Roous).
Sydney . .. gog t 1,146 | 1,243 ; 1,817 | 1,738 | 1,831 | 1,870 | 1,826 | 1.814
elbonrne . s T4 931 1,027 L3d0-| 1,584 | 1,574 | Leod | 1,605 | 1,710
Eriabnne . . 468 610 762 1 1,090 | 1,151 | 1,457 | 1,185 | 233 | 1361
Adelaide . .. 826 | 1,155 | 1,071 1382 | 1, 1,540 | 1,698 | 1,510 | 1.540
Perth .. T4 857 and | 1,200 | 2,294 | 1,311 | 1,540 | 1,460 | 1807
Puobart . . 661 780 847 | 1,441 | 1,503 | 1,582 810 | 1,628 | 1,579
Welghted Averape (a) .. 818 | 1000 | 1,082 | 1,410 | 1.558 | 1,815 | 1,647 | 1,677 | 1.684
ALL GROUYS CoMBINED.—Fo0D, GROCERTES, 4ND HoosiNg,

Syduey .. e 048 | 1,049 | 1,085 | 1,793 | 1,700 | 1,709 | 1,817 | 1.852 | 1,834
Melbourne .- . B&7 934 | 1,067 | 1680 | 1,702 1 1,643 | 1604 | 1,744 | 1,724
Brisbans .. . 05 865 50 | 1,519 | 1490 | 1,420 | 1,521 | 1.817 | 1560
Adelalde N .. 08 | 1,070 | LISt 1,93? 1,683 [ 1,687 | L1741 | E738 | 1,725
Petth - .| 1,020 | 1,162 | 1,175 | 1,700 | 1.6 1,673 | 1,714 | 1,717 | 1687
Hobart: . . &7y 938 | 2076 | 1,805 | 1,728 | 1,753 | L7560 | 1,778 | 1,710
Weighted Average () .. 000 | 1,000 | 1,221 | L7A7 7 L7i0 | 1,888 1 1,733 | 1772 § 1,749

Note—As lo basis of indez-numbers, see remarks oa pages 14 to 16,
{a) For al capital clthes.
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(ii.) Groceries (18 Commodities),—The index-number for this group was
lower in 1927 than in 1926 in all the capital oities. The decrease
for all cities in 1927 compared with 1926 amounts to 6.7 per cent. ; compared
with 1911 there hag been an increase of 76.0 per cent. The average cost in
1927 of the commodities included was highest in Sydney and lowest in
Melboutne.

(iil.} Dairy Produce (T Commoditiest.—The index-numbers for this group
werc higher for 1927 than for 1926 in all the capitals with the exception of
Perth, which remamed unaltered. The index-number for all the cities in
1927 was 2.0 per cent. higher than in 1926, and 75.1 per cent. higher than
in 1921. The average cost in 1927 of thé commodities was highest in Sydney
and lowest in Brisbane.

(iv) Megt (21 Cuts or Jowuits of Buicher's Meust)—The index-numbers
for this group were higher in Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide and lower
in Brishane, Perth, and Hobart in 1927 than in 1926. The index-number
for all the cities in 1927 was 1.4 per cent, higher than in 1926, and 87.8 per
cent. higher than in 1911. The average cost for 1927 of the commodities
included was highest in Hobart and lowest in Brisbane.

(v.) Food and Groceries (Groups I, IL., and III. combined)—The index-
aumbers for this group show the aggregate effect of movements in pricea
of the commodities included, apart from variations in house rent. There
was a decrease in 1927 as compared with 1926 in all the capital ecities.
Taking the weighted average for all the capitals, the prices of the 46 items
of food and groceries specified on page 15 were 2.2 per cent, lower in 1927
than in 1926, and 78.9 per cent. higher than in 1911, The average cost
of these items for 1927 was highest in Bydney and lowest in Brisbane.

(vi.) Houstny.—The cost of honsing increased in four capital cities during
1927, viz., Melbourne, Brishane, Adelaide, and Perth, and decressed in
Sydney and Hobart. The weighted average increase for the six capitals
in 1927 compared with 1926 was 0.4 per cent. The increase in cost in
1927 compared with 1911 for the six capitals cousidered as a whole was
68 4 per cent. In 1927 the cost of lonsing was greatest in Sydney and
lowest in Brisbane, :

(vii.) Food, Groceries, and Housing combined.—The weighted a'verage
index-numbers for the combined cxpenditure upon these items show a
decrease of 1,3 per cent. in 1927 compared with 1926, and an increase of
74.9 per cent. compared with 1911.
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In 1907 and 1911, the index-nwmber for Perth for all groups combined
was higher than for any other capital city., For the year 1921 the index-
number for Hobart waas [the highest, and for 1920 and 1922 to 1927
inclusive the index-number for Sydney was higher than for ang other
eapital city.

6. Change of Basis for Rent Consfituent.—From and after the first
quarter of 1925, the basis employed in computing the variations in housing
costs has been amended to accord with a resolution of the Conference of
Statisticians of Australia and New Zealand, held in Adelaide in August,
1924, 'The conclusion then reached was that ** for putposes of computing
price-levels in respect of rent, it is desirable that houses of four and five
rooms only be taken into account.”

Up to the present time the practice followed in computing the retail
ptice index-number has been to take into account the rentals of all houses
ranging from those of four rooms and under to those of seven rooms and
upwards. In respect to Tent this practice is, to some extent, a departure
from the principle adopted with regard to prices of food and groceries, i.e.,
that of taking the price of the predominant type of commodity, inssmuch
as the rent of houses of other than the predominant type has been included,
The Census of 1921 diselosed the fact that while houses having five rooms
predominated in some towns, in others the houses of four rooms predominated.
Houses of four rooms represented 24 per cent. of the total dwellings, while
those of five rooms represented 29 per cent: the two types together repre-
senting 53 per cent. of the total. While the tables hitherto published
which included rent of all houses will in future be replaced by those including
rent of houses of four and five rooms, the preparation of index-numbers for
food, groceries and rent of all houses in the 30 towns of the Commonwealth
will be continuned for the nse of the Commonwealth Court of Concilistion
and Arbitration and the parties interested in Awards and Variations of
Awards made by that Court, and the results will be published in the
Quarterly Summary of Australian Statistics.

7. Betail Prices, Thirfy Towns, 1923 to 1927, —The following tables give
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries
(46 commeodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yeatly,
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index-
numbers are given showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and
housing. As explained on pp. 31 and 32 of Labour Report No. 6, these are
now computed to the same base as the index-numbers relating to the six
capital cities, which go back to the year 1901,
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Betnil Price Inder-Numbers 30 Towns 1923 to 1927 : Woeighted Average ol Six
Capital Cities in 1911 as Base (a) (= 1,000)—rontinned,

QUERNSLAND—INDEX-N GMBERS. J0UTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-HUMBERS.
i1 a 9 ] .| B
g g - A4 9.8l & =3 = 4 -
- =2 30'3 & £ 30
ARAERE N N R
) L a [0
5| 8| 25| ée| ¢ |B55| ¢ |855| £ | £ | 25 |83

TFOODp AND GROCERIES (46 COMMODITIES),

1823 o188 ) 1,670 1 LA I LR25 | 1,077 | 1,700 | 1,823 11,7V ) LA00 | 1,V54 ) 4,801 | 1,810
1924 +. | 1,680! 1,600 1,879 | 1,841 | 1,625 | 1,686 | 1,701 | 1,756 | 1,820 [ 1,892 | 1,817 | 1,700
1825 Lo ] 1,734 11,874 | E,749 | L8375 | L,668 | 1,734 | 18401 1,854 | 1,954 | 1,753 | 1,630 | 1,844
1126 o L7881 1,770 1,874 1 2,080 | 1,796 | 1,803 | 1,669 1,926 [ 1,905 | 1,830 | 1,982 | 1,878
1827 . 1 1,680 1,631 ( 1,706 | 2,096 | 1,733 | 1,704 | 1,84¢ | 1,85 | 1,96 | 1,815 | 1,871 | 1,848

1026 Lat Ote. | 1,773 | 1,720

1
1
I
1
1
1,834 | 1,987 | 1,72¢ | 1,781 | 1,861 | 1,502 | 1,908 | 1,778 | 1,924 | 1,867
ene ., | 0,978] L7091 % 2,026 288
1
1
1
1
1

Bas A 1,810 | 1,798 | 1987 | 1, 2,084 | 1,885 | 2,046 | 1,971
Sid . [1706 | 1,782 | 1892 1 2,041 | 1,807 | 1,812 | 1,880 [ 1,508 [ 1,979 1 1,853 | 1,985 j 1,848
4th . 1,805 1,775 B85 | 2,088 | 1,830 | 1,821 | 1,808 | 1,005 | 1,920 | 1,804 | 1,873 | 1,318
1927 st Qir. § 1,716 ) 1,712 B356 12,1181 1,788 | L7316 1,831 1 1,018 | 1,028 1,814 1 1,064 | 3,833
2nd ,, | 1i642 | Usas | 1,767 1 2 1,695 | 1,662 | 1A=z | 10015 | 1,903 | 1,705 | lose | 130
8rd 1,667 | 1,505 , 730 LO0L | L,718 | 1,685 1,473 1 1,013 | 1,922 | 1,33 | 1,068 | 1,877
ath o | Lso2 | 1ea0| 1783 | 2016 | 1,738 | 1,708 ] 10830 ] 1015 | 1,921 | nmie | 1,005 | tBis
1927, .

Jamtary .. Y 1,762 | 1,782 | 1,012 | 2,186 | 1,860 | 1,704 | 1328 | 1,937 | 1,081 | 1,830 | 1,001 | 1,830
February , 11,705 1,607 | 1,840 | 2,160 1,772 | 1,795 1820} 1,808 1,016 | 1,512 R 1,836
re To et | vies7 [ 1soad 2103 [ 1,730 | 174 | 1,834 [ 1,912 | Lo17 § 1is0k | 1,046 | 1
:{Erl[ o | 1,030 1,582 | 1,783 | 2,002 | 1,600 | 1,453 | 1,800 1,912 | 1,906 | 1,792 | 1,042 | 1,810
¥ Lo | LGIR | 1,568 1,771 | 2,004 | 1,687 | 1068 | 1,812 1 1,17 2981 1,791 1 1,051 | 1,821
June S aeso| us3| 1778 [ 20on | 1,707 | 1eea| 20853 ) 1oe } 1,005 | 1'808 ) 10962 | 1858
by .. f1e400 1,666 1,764 ) 1,998 | 1,605 | 1,650 | 1,858 1,010 | 1,803 | 1,799 | 1,950 1,859
Avenst .. | 1,667 | 1,687 | 1,765 | 1087 | 1,710 | 1632 | rado ! 1,021 1,941 | 11854 | 10083 | 1]

October .. { 1,700 | 1647 | 1,513 { 21001 | 1,740 | 1,718 | 1,836 { 1.600{ 1.61¢ | 1,817 | 1,905 | 1/843
November .. | 1,704 | 1,644 | 1,796 | 2,028 | 1,742 | 1,720 | £,523 | 1,895 | 1,883 | 1,805 | 1,967 | 1,838
Docember .. | 1,672 | 1,500 | 1,750 [ 1,988 | 1700 | 1685 | 1,848 | 1,950 | 1,020 | 1,825 | 2,025 | 1)857

HOUSING {WLIGETED AVERAGE 4 AND 6 ROoMs).

1923 .ol L181 983 774 an3 081 | 1,092 | 1,450 | 1,064 990 | 806 | 1,008 | 1,405
1924 .. | 1157 | 1,083 799 P11 11,007 | 1106 | 1,590 000 | 1,005 810 | 1,225 | 1,485
1026 + ] 1,105 ) 1,130 | 1,027 921 | 1,087 | 1,24} | 1,576 869 | 1,049 821 | 1,270 | 1,514
1928 o §1.8%3 | L,208 | 1,083 920 | 1,065 | 1,283 f 1,516 | 825 | 1,185 RG5 | 1,219 | 1,461
1927 . nast ) L5 | e 822 | 3,219 | 1,112 1,540 831 | 1,146 835 | 1,309 | 1,483

19026 1s¢ Qtr. | 1,332 ] 1,201 | 1,075 | 906 | 1,150 [ 1,280 }1,6%8 | 814 [1933] ses | 1,118 | 1,472
end -, | 1332 Lzos [ Loze| o908 | 11501 1,281 | 1629 | 214 | 1183 865 | L1as | 10472
grd o | 1334 | 1208 12,078| 053 | 1185 | 1,285 | 1500 | sas [ 1133 ses [umio | 1340
ath , h133a| 17218 | 2010z} 953 | 1185 | 1288 | 1,504 | B20 | 138 | mes | 1810 [ 10452

J603 1,200 1 1,520 243 | 1,483 | 8217 L5375 | 1,466
2421 1,205 ] 1,620 | 851 | 1,148 | 8211 1,274 | 1,466
242 | 1,329 5 1,681 ) 826 | 1,157 ] 821 | 1,279 | 1,502
242 | 1,332 | 1,659 | BO3 1 1,143 878 | 1,500 { 1,500

1
“1927 Tat Qbr. | 1,324 | 1,212 | 1,155 922 |1
2nd ,, |-1.3%4] 1,220} 1,174 @22 11

3rd ,, | L1380} 1213 1,121 922 |1,

ath ,, [ 1,280 1,217 | X113 | #2211

Foon, GROCERIES AND HopaIng.

1023 o gm0 |18 1378 | 1478 | 1,008 | 1,472 | 1881 | 1,500 | 1,502 | 1,307 | 1,508 | 1,084
1922 TN ilen0 | 10385 [ 3,840 | 1492 | 15427 [ 1408 [ 1,607 | 1,969 | 1,514 | 1;361 117595 | 11675
1925 voase1 [17a7s | 17a78 | 1517 | Lias0 | 10511 | 1,741 | 1,484 | g0z | 17903 | 2,888 | 1720
1024 . 617 | 1,559 | 1,5777| 1,617 | 1,660 | 1,608 | 1,736 | 1,513 | 1,672 | 1,488 | 1,805 { 1,720
1927 Jise0 ) 3,75 | 1eso] 1617 | 1,840 1,584 | 1,728 | 1,508 | 1,627 | 1,487 | 2,722 1,74e

1026 1st Qtr. | 1,607 | 1,532 | 1,540 ] 1,568 1 2,510 | 1,592 | 1,736 | 1,494 | 1,673 ] 1,485 | 1,621 | 1,710
2nd ,, | 1810 | 1672 | 1,583 | 1,805 [ 1,562 | 1,80¢ | 1,803 | 1,547 | 1,715 | 1,502 | 1,607 | 1,783
ard , (1622|1567 | 1,587 1,620 | 1,574 | 1814 | 1,711 { 1,509 | 1,662 | 1,462 ( 1,735 | 1,608
ath 5 | 1,628 | 1,565 | 1,591 | 1,662 | 1,503 | 1,621 | 1,694 | 1,501 | £,638 | 1,451 | 1,728 | 1,680

1927 1st Qtr. | 1,675 | 1,524 | 1593 | 1,869 1,508 | 1,575 ] 1,714 8 1,513 | 1,630 | 1,441 | 1,744 | 1,609
and ., | Ls27]| 1448 | 1544 | 1,600 [ 1525 | 1,825 | 1,700 | 1,516 | 1,619 | 1429 | 1607 | 12608
srd . | 1662 | 1,452 | 1,532 | 1506 | 1,580 1,653 | 1,756 | 1.504 | 1,635 { 1458 | 10700 | 1736
ath . | 1,578 | 1,475 1,531 | 1,605 | 1,540 | 1,606 | 1,734 | 1,457 | 1,622 | 1,464 | 1,738 | 1,718

{a} See note 8t head of page 17,
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Retail Price Indez-Numbers 30 Towns 1923 to 1927 : Weighted Average of Six Capital
Citiez in 1921 as Base {b) (= 1,000)—conlinved.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMDERA, TAAMANLA—INDEX-N UMBERE. ei §
£z |8
-t . T -4 -
H : a . | = |
12 2| ¢ A 8l =1 % E (o 4| 2=1{2.,
cl £l & |3 : |l §| 8| 2 |3s8| 2 253
3 §, 212158 3 2 ge) 1 (588 8|4
e ] o |%
& 2 IE s [EZE| & -g E a & |BE2A] *e |E83
FooD AND GROJERIES (46 COMMODITIES).
1923 o | 1,828 [ 2,101 {1,562 | 1,840 | 1,018 | 1,561 1,863 | 1,820 | 1,883 | 1,855 | 1,058 | 1,884 | 1,808 | 1,808
1924 L1801 12,322 11,016 31,940 {1,985 | 1,919 §1,240 11,826 11,879 | 1,864 12,010 | 1,858 1,732 | 1,738
1926 v | 1,938 | 2,144 | 2,013 | 2, 2067 | 1,086 § 1,510 | 1,705 | 1,821 | 1,849 | 2,046 | 1,817 [ 1,785 | 4,
1928 o | 1866 | 2,124 | 2,018 | 2,006 | 2,000 | 1,602 | 1,808 ] 1, 1,800 | 1,855 | 2, 1,871 | 1,820 | 1.837
1027 N y 2,052 § 1,96 JB82 ) 1,808 | 4,834 | 1,783 ] 4,765 | 4,848 | 1,798 1 1,077 v, 700 f 1,780 | 1,
1926 Ist Qtr. | 1,854 | 2,121 | 1,901 | 1,932 | 1,989 | 1,889 [ 1,870 | 1,826 | 1,902 | 1,880 | 2,082 { 1,872 [ 1,608 | 1,816
ond ,, | 1,040 2,182 ] 2,005 | 2,067 | 2,068 | 1,873 | 1,011 | 1,805 | 1,946 ¢ 1,915 § 2,118 ]| 1,016 | 1,988 | 1,858
8rd ,, | 1,861 2,138 | 2,010 | 2,087 | 2,012 | 1,000 | 1,860 | 1, 1,805 1 1,880 1 2,085 | 1,87t { 1,820 | 1,827
#h ,, | 1,807 ] 2,057 | 1,974 | 1,9 1, 1,545 | 1,822 | 1,780 | 1,858 | 1,858 | 2,060 | 1,824 ] 1,803 | 1,510
1927 1st Qtr. § 1,812 | 2,058 | 1,053 ] 2,004 { 1,080 | 1,948 | 1,812 { 1,801 { 1,810 | 1,844 | 2,008 | 1,818 | 1,782 [ 1,702
2nd ,, [ 1,828 2,088 1,983 | 1,980 | 1,865 | 1,787 1,770 | 1,824 | 1,706 { 1,003 | 3,700 | 1,758 | 1,708
8rd ,, | 177520631 1,950 1,963 | 1,960 1,810 | 1,795 1,768 | 1,827 | 1,810 | 1,080 1 1,793 | 1,704 | 1,801
4th ,, | 1,769} 2,012 | 1,930 | 1,950 | 1,871 | 1,807 | 1,760 | 1,738 | 1,801 | 1,737 | 1,955 1.760 | 1,820 1 1,
1927,
Jopuary .. | 1,814 | 2,063 | 1,060 | 1,006 | 1,086 | 1,850 | 1,885 1,814 | 1,847 | 1,865 | 2,051 | 1,820 F 1,825 ] 1,834
February 1,805 | 2,065 | 1,940 | 2,003 | 1,087 | 1,843 | 1,804 | 1,806 | 1,822} 1,846 | 2,010 | 18I0 | 1,774 | 1,784
Muarch .| 1,216 ] 2,057 | 1,045 | 2,018 | 1,066 | 1,851 | 1,795 | 1,784 | 1,788 | 1,524 | 1,955 | 1,500 | 1,748 | 1,757
April L] L,822 | 2,073 | 1,005 | 2,000 1,070 | 1,859 [ 1,779 | 1,706 | 1,790 | 1,805 | 1,949 | 1,701 ] 1,748 | 1757
ng RS 089 | 2,010 | 1,976 | 1,061 | 1,874 | 1,790 | 1,761 | 1,889 { 1,764 | 1,060 | 1,7 1,757 | 1,
June .. | 1,828 2,005} 1,982 1 1,0 1,059 1 1,860 1 1,701 | 1,763 | 1,630 | 1,830 | 1,980 | 1,700 | 1770 | 1,777
July L LTIT 2,072 | 1,048 1 L960 | 1,966 1,819 F 1,700 | 1,751 { 1,803 | 1,818 | 1,903 | 1,788 | 1,757 | 1,
August | LT | 2058 ] 1,050 | 1,953 | 1,050 | 1,812 | 1,702 | 1,757 | 1,838 | 1,845 | 1,988 | 1,704 [ 1,504 | 1,510
Beptember ., § 1,777 2,036 1 1,060 | LOT6| 1,965] 1,816 ] 1,801 | 2,750 4 1,830 1,704 | 1,080 | 1,707 | 1,821 | 1,526
October .. | 1,780 | 2,028 | 1,065 | 1,986 | 1,074 [ 1,826 | 1,701 | 1,746 | 1,837 | 1,775 | 1,080 | 1.780 | 1,842 [ 1,840
November ., | 1,786 | 2,018 | 1,065 | 2,000 [ 1,000 | 1,823 | 1,741 | 1,717 | 1,788 | 1,724 | 1,953 | 1,742 | 1,824 [ 1.
December .. | 1,734 | 1,000 ) 1,887 | 1,053 | 1,948 | 1,775 | 1,740} 1,738 | 1,780 1,711 | 1,082 | 1,751 [ 1,704 | 1,801
HovsiNg (WEIGHTED AVERAGD { AND & RoOMS).
1023 .. [ 1204 043 | 1,121 } 1,154 | 1,349 § 1,252 | 1,603 | 1,247 | 3,289 | 1,226 | 810 | 1.384 [ 1,553 | 1,491
1024 .o p1811 | 918 11,830 [ 1,158 | 1,349 | 1,268 | 1,602 | 1,272 | 1,500 | 1,277 | 810 | 1,440 [ 1,815 | 1,651
1025 I vas0| 898 [ r405| 1,087 § 1,308 | 1,293 | 1,649 | 1,519 | 1,330 | 1,247 [ 810 | 1,405 | 1847 } 1'580
1928 v 11,468 897 |1,403]1 L1506 | 1,408 ] 1,400 | 1,828 | 1,302 ] 1,284 | 1,240] 648 { 1,470 | 1,077 | 1,022
1927 «o | 1,507 8851 1,462 1,165 | 1,422} 1,432 | 1,578 | 1,286 | 1,269 | ¢,215 | 693 | 1,435 | 1,684 | 1,632
1026 1ot Qte. | 1,468 ] 010 | 1,806 | 1,141 | 1,410 ] 1,894 | 1,624 | 1,300 [ 1,208 | 1,245 @76 | 1,471 | 1,670 | 1,615
nd . |L47e] 801 | 1881|1302 1,908 ) 1,402 | 1,505 | 1,309 | 1,883 | 1,232 | 6v0 ] 1,452 | 1,679 [ 1,824
w 1476 893 [ 1,995 1,162 1,403 | 1,406 | 1,639 | 1,309 | 1,302 | 1,228 [ 613 | 1,477 F 1,678 | 1.624
4th ,, 1486 B85 | 1,420] 1,169 | 1,405 ] 1,807 | 1,654 | 1,289 | 1,258 j 1,256 | 626 | ravmo ] 1, 1,625
1927 1st Qir. § 1482 | 884 [ 1,429 1,186 1,408 § 1,411 | 1,599 | 1,207 ; 1,265 | 1,253 620 | 1,442 | 1,073 | 1,022
end ,, J L48Q] 884 | 1,420 1,185 ] 1,403 | 1,400 § 1,586 1,240 | 1,257 ] 1,186 | 626 | 1,426 | 1,6v8 ] 1,626
rl ,, J1,527| B86 {14754 LISR | 1,435 1,449 1 1,574 ] 1,306 ] 1,257 | 1,223 | 724 | 1,439 ]| 1,000 | 1,028
4th ,, | 1,538 | 886 | 1,516} 1,138 1,435 1,450 | 1,556 | 1,324 | 1,257 | 1,187 | 708 | 1,435 | 1,604 | 1,644
FooD, GROCERIBY, ARD HOUSING.
1023 .. | 1,627 | 1,666 | 1,846 | 1,582 | 1,705 | 1,632 | 1,728 | 1,605 | 1,852 | 1,619 | 1,524 | 1,078 | 1,710 | 1,889
1024 1,674 | 1,870 | 1,000 | 1,848 | 1,740 | 1,074 § 1,753 | 1,625 | 1,862 | 1,643 | 1,664 | 1,701 698 | 1608
1025 o L714] 1.676 | 1,785 | 1,693 [ 1.809 | 1,718 [ 1,750 { 1,616 ] 1,640 ) 1,623 [ 1,582 | 1,008 | 1,733 | 1,715
1020 o L7L7 ] 1,604 | 1,787 | 1,687 | 1,784 | 1,713 | 1,776 1, 1,668 | 1,643 | 1,645 | 1,720 | 1,772 | 1,756
1927 . ] 1,687 ) 1,654 1,775 | 9,676 | 3,762 | 1,683 | 1,740 1, 1,608 | 1,880 1,485 | 1,657 ] 1,748 ) 1,733
1026 1st Qtr, | 1,706 | 1,868 | 1,768 | 1,635 | 1,772 | 1,703 | 1,783 | 1,032 | 1,871 | 1,642 | 1,654 | 1,720 | 1,766 | 1,340
2nd -, 1,764 | 1,807 | 1,631 | 1,721 | 1,811 | 1,753 J 1,792 ) 1,676 | 1,600 | 1,608 | 1,657 | 1,742 | 1,810 ) 1,
ed ,, | L716)] 1870 L7790 | 1,708 | 1,785 | 1,714 | 1,7Y7 4 1,854 | 1,872 [ 1,641 [ 1,532 | 1,729 ] 1,766 | 1,751
4th ,, | reve| 1,621 | 1,770 | 1,683 | 1,707 | 1,677 | 1,759 | 1,509 | 1,630 | 1,632 | 1,516 | 1,695 | 1,757 | 1,741
1927 1ot GQtr. | 1,688 | 1,617 | 1,750 | 1,607 | 1,765 | 1884 | 1,732 | 1,600 | 1,611 | 1,622 | 1,480 | 1,676 ] 1,741 | 1728
20d ,, 007 | 1,635 | 1,785 | 1,628 | 1,757 | 1,804 | 1,711 | 1,574 | 1,601 | 1,571 | 1,481 | 1,653 ]| 1,728 | 1,714
Srd ,, | 1,682 | 1,615 1,777 | 1,668 ) 1,761 ] 1,678 | 1,712 1 1,687 | 1,513 | 1,595 | 1,508 | 1,000 | 1,755 | 1,740
4th ,, ]1,082 | 1,680 | 1,780 | 1,664 | 1,770 | 1,676 | 1,684 | 1,579 | 1,507 | 1,630 | 1,520 [ 1,638 | 1,773 | 1,757

{a) The Towna of Midland Junction (W.A.). Zeehan (Tas.), and Beaconsfleld {Tna,), were
Northam (W.A.), Bamfe {Tas.), and Dovonport (Tas.).

{d) 3es note st head of paga 1

replaced In 1623 by
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In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 17 for the
respective groups, and where they relate to the same period are identical
in both tables.

The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost in 1911 is in each
cage made equal to 1,000,

The last columns in each of the tables above refer to the weighted average
for the 30 towns. The method of computing these weighted average index-
numbers is explained in Report No. 1, page 35. The population weights
used in the computatious for 1923 and subsequent years were as follows :—

Popuiation Weights Used for Diferent Towns.

Nga?&‘f"h Victoria, Queenslnnd.  |South Australia, ﬂf:::m‘ Tasmania,
- E' s + 3 &
Towa. % Towz. %ﬂ Town, .'g’ Towa, .%0 Town, _:;' Town, %
E 3 E E B E
© 8ydney .. | 809Melbourne | 768|Drisbane 210|Adelaide 255 Perth, ete. | 155/ Hobart 52
ewcastle 84| BaMarat .. 36|T"woomba 21|Kadinaete | 13|Kale'lleete] 19)Launceston| 24
Broken Hilt | 26/Bendige .. | 30/Rogkham'n | 24 Pt. Pirle 10|Northam 4|Barnie .. 3
Goulburn 131Geclong .. 32|Chrts, Twra.| OMe. Gamb'r| 4|Bunbuzy 4(Devonport | 6
Bathurst 9 W'nambo'l 8l Warwick G| Peterbor'gh £|Getaldton 4[Queenst'wn| $

The weights used are baszed on the 1921 Census populaticns, and repre-
gent, to the nearest 1,000, the actual populations at that date.

8. Relative Relail Prices, 30 Towns, Food and Groceries and Housing,—
{i.) General—The figures in the next table represent the relative index
numbers for the years 1925 to 1927 for the 30 towns in respget of which
particulars are regularly collected, comparing expenditure on food and
groceries and housing separately with the total exzpenditure on food,
groceries, and housing. These index-numbers are comparable in all respects.
For each year the first column gives the relative expenditure on groceries
and food ; the second, the relative expenditure on housing; while the
rematning column relates to food and groceries combined with housing.
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Index-Numbers, 80 Towns, showing Relative Expenditure on Food and Groceries and on
Housing (4 and 5 rooms) separately, and on these Items combined, Basis of
Table = Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Housing (4 and 5
rooms) in the Bix Capital Cities in 1811 = 1,000.

1925. 19240, 1927,
= k-]
2 Z E
Town. A . 'g " . . .
32| 5 g AR A EE
L-) w 1
35| 2 1¥RE| BB | B |¥8E|3i | B |¥iB
[ 4] =] BOE | RO 2] mROE | MO ] o
NEW SOUTH WALES—
Sydney - | 1,018 702 | 1,817 ] 1,188 836 | 1,852 1 1,153 681 | 1,834
Nowcastle .. ' 1,135 621 1,748 | 1,165 636 | 1,703 | 1144 652 | 1,706
Brokon Bill.. . 1,315 376 | 1,601 § 1,32 413 | 1,785 | 1,345 425 | 1,770
Goulburn .. AR 634§ 1,740 | 1,16¢ 454 | 1,810 | 1,150 608 | 1,848
Bathurst .. o | 1,074 514 . 1,500 | 1,119 647 | 1,806 | 1,112 532 | 1,644
Weighted Average .. | 1,120 885 { 1,805 | 1,188 674 | 1,942 | 1,157 67t | 1,829
YICTORTA—
Melbourne .. - | 1,092 a0z | 1,694 | 1,108 836 | 1,744 | 1,082 642 | 1,724
Eallarat .. .. 1,101 388 ¢ 1489 | 1,131 384 | 1,615 | 1,106 387 | 149
Bentigo . <~ 1 409 | 1,520 | 1,125 449 ] 1,574 | 1,106 482 | 1,539
Geelong ‘e w | 1,081 498 | 1,577 | 1,100 650 | 1,680 | 1,078 612 | 1,000
Warrnanbool . 1,074 469 | 1,533 | 1,006 455 | 1,551 | 1,000 486 | 1,540
Weighted Average . 1,092 581 | 1,673 | 1,109 816 | 1,725 § 1,083 @23 | 1,706
QURRYSLAND—
Brisbane .. .. | 1,088 #38 | 1621 1118 500 | 1,617 | 1,049 511 ¢ 1,560
Toowoomba v | 1,045 428 | 1,473 | 1,105 454 | 1,559 | 1018 457 | 1,476
TRockhnmpioh | 1002 388 | 1,478 [ 1,170 407 | 1,677, 1,122 428 | 1,550
Charters Towers | m 346 | 1,517 | 1,268 840 | 1,017 L271 346 | 1,807
Warwlek ., oo 1,042 408 | 1,450 | 1,121 439 | 1,660 | 1,082 458 | 1,540

Welghted Average .. | 1,083 428 | 1,511 | 1,126 452 | 1,605 | 1,002 492 | 1,564
8orra AUSTRANIA—

Adelalde .. {140 592 | Lrer | w67 | seel 1,738 7 10500 SR | 1,728
Kadina, &e. .. -« | 1,158 | 820 | 1,484 | 1.208 | 310 | 1,518 ( 1,106 { 312 | 1,508
Port Plrie .. | 1,208 | 394 | 1,602 ) 2,246 | 426 | 1072 | 1,000 431 [ 1827
Mount Gamblar LoD L00B [ SOR 1,403 § 11450 azs | Laes | 1133 1 s 1,447
Peterborough .o i L211 ] 477 | 1,688 | 1,288 | 457 | 1,605 | 1,281 | 4or | 1,722

Weightea Average .. | 1,152 568 | 1,720 { 1,171 549 | 1,920 | 1,154 657 | 1,711

WESTERN AUYTRAIIA—~
FPerth, &e, .. .. | 1,210 504 | 1,704 | L1465 582 | 1,717 | 1,122 565 | 1,087
Kaolgoorlin, &c. «o | 1,339 837 | 1,678 | 1,327 337 | 1864 | 1,282 382
Northam .. o | L2ST 628 | 1,785 | 1,260 527 | 1,787 | 1,226 549 | 1,776
FEunbory .. . 1,255 433 © 1,603 | 1,253 434 | 1,687 1 1,238 437 | 1,475
Gernldton .. . 1,284 826 1 1,500 | 1,255 529 | 1,784 | 1220 6584 | 1,763

Welghtcd® Average .. | 1,228 435 | 1,713 | 1,188 525 | 1,713 | 1,145 538 | 1,083

TASHMANIA—
Hobart - vy | oes ] arso [ 2287 en | s | 1117 | 503 { 1,710
Lasxncetson .. | 121 ) 486 ) 1,616 | 1,051 | 489 | 1,840 | 1,102 | 483 | 1,588
Burn'e . Sl 1,337 603 | 1,040 [ 1,186 | 482 | 1,668 | 1,135 | 473 | 1,608
Devonport .. o [ 1355 | a4 | 18zs | E177 | ag6 | 1,643 | 1123 487 [ 1,580
Quesnstown oo | 1,278 S04 | 1Az 1,300 | 2¢4 | 1sas | 1e3d | 261 a0

Welghted Average .. | I135 661 | 1,806 | 1,108 552 | 1,720 | 1,118 530 [ 1,867

Weighted Avernge for 30
Towns .. - f L118 807 | 1,716 | 1,147 409 | 1,750 | 1,121 612 | 1,734
Weighied  Average &
Gapital Cliies AL $1% ) 4,733 | 1182 ). 630} 1,72 1,17 832 | 1,749

Expenditure in each town for food, groceries, and housing was multiplied
by a number representing the population of the town, and a weighted result
for all towns was thus computed. The weights used are given on page 23
The relative expenditure in each town for (a) food and groceries, (b) housing,
and (¢} food, groceries, and housing combined, is shown, the base being the

-im
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weighted average expenditure in the six capital cities for 1911 = 1,000.
Therefore, in each horizontal line for each year the sum of the index-number
for food and groceries and that for rent is equal to the index-number for food,
groceries, and housing combined, The items in the table are comparable in
all respects, and in addition show the proportionate cost of food and groceries
and of honsing. For example, taking the last line bat one m the table
for the year 1927, the weighted average expenditure for all the towns on food,
groceries, and housing being £1,734, the expenditure on food and groceries
alone is £1,121 {1st column), and the average rental £613, the sum of the
two latter amounts being £1,734. In addition to showing the relative cost
of food and groceries and house rent in each town individually, the table
alzo f{arnishes comparisons as to the relative cost of these items. as
between the several towns. Thus, taking food and groceries only for 1927,
commodities which would cost £1,153 in Sydney can be purchased for
£1,082 in Melbourne, or £1.150 in Adelaide. Again, taking the combined.
expenditure on food, groceries, and house rent, an expenditure of £1,724
in Melbourne is equivalent to £1,834 in L.ydney, £1,728 in Adelaide, £1,614
in Kalgoorlie, or £1,763 in Geraldton.

The index-numbers are reversible, and may be nsed for comparisons
between any of the towns included. Thus, if the average weekly rental
of four and five-roomed houses in Melbourne is 23s. 0d. and the average
rental of similar houses in Bendigo is required, the rental in Melbourne must
be multiplied by the index-number for housing in Bendigo and divided

by the index-number for Melbourne; 23s. 0d. x % = 17s. 44.

{il.} Food and Groceries,—The weighted average of the five towns was

below the weighted average for all towns for 1927 in Vietoria, Queensland,
and Tasmania, and ahove it in the other States,

(ili.) Housing.—As regards housing accommodation, Sydney, Goulburn,
Newcastle, Melbourne and Geelong are the most expensive, while Queens-
town, Kadina, and M$. Gambier are the cheapest towns,

(iv.) Food and Groceries and Housing combined.—The average cost of
tood, groceries, and houwsing in 1927 was greatest in Goulburn, followed
by Sydney, Newcastle, and Northam, and was least in Mt. Gambier and
Toowoomba.

9. Retail Price Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities in the year 1911
has been taken as base = 20s. The figures measure the variations in the
cost of the regimen referred to on page 15 from year to year in each city
separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the several cities in
each year {in the horizontal linesj. Thus, 2Is. 0. in Sydney in 1911 was
equivalent to 17s, 4d. in Brisbane, or 18s. 9d. in Hobart,while 343, 11d. in
Melbourne for the last gquarter of 1927 was equivalent to 15s 4d. in
Brisbane in 1907, or 23s. 3d. in Perth in 1911.
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Averaze in sach Year specified from 1807 to
1927 to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 in
1911 in the Capitals regarded as a whole,

Weighted
Year, fiydney. | Mtib'ne. | Briohane. | Adelnide. | Perth. Holart. Averige of 8
Capital Citles.
Foop axp Grooerirs {48 CoMmoDITIES).
I s d. g d. & d. s d, 8, d. & d. 8. &,
1907 18 9 18 ¢ 181} 19 0} 23 11 20 2 19 1
1911 19 9 18 87 20 4| 20 5 26 11 21 2 26 Oa
1921 3% 0 38 0| 36 3| 38 1 40 0 40 8 38 0
1922 34 1 2 n 32 2] 34 61 36 6 36 11 332 8
1922 3 &5 36 1] 33 10| 3 6| 36 7 37 3 36 1
1924 . 3¢ 8.3 8 3310 3510 3710 37T o0 34 8
1925 35 8 3 0 34 8| 8610 38 9 3 2 35 8
1926 37T 4| 3 61 385 91| 37 5] 8 4 37 4 38 7
1927 . 3611 | 34 8| 33 7| 810 | 3511 a5 9 35 9
1927 lst Qtr. 36 11 34 0} 34 6| 3 7| 36 3 36 3 36 8
»  2nd Qtr. 36 2 3310 3210 | 36 5| 38 7 35 9 3B 2
s+ 3rd Qtr. 36 4 35 7| 33 4| 37 6| 85 6 35 11 35 11
»  dth Qtr, 38 2 36 3] 3310 | 36 9| 35 6 36 2 36 &

Hovusg RENT (WERIGHTRD AVERAGE 4 AND 5 Rooms CoMBINED),

1807 Ll 19 5] 41 9 3716 8| 18 0| 13 3 16 3
1811 Sl 211 8 T 12 2] 23 1 17 2 14 9 20 Qa
1921 .| 82 4| 2610 20 7| 26 6| 24 2| 2810 28 2
1922 .| 3 7| 2810 22 7| 27 6| 25 1 27 2 28 9
1923 .| 34 9 30 8 23 0] ¥» O 2511} 30 1 31 1
1924 ..] 3 7| 31 6 23 24 s010| 26 3 3110 32 4
1925 o1 87 5| 82 1] 23 4] 31 8| 2610 33 O 32 11
1926 ..| 3 6| 3311 26 8! 30 4| 20 5] 32 7 33 7
1927 .. 38 3 34 2) 27 3) 010! 30 2 31 7 3 8
1927 st Qir. 3 3| 44 0} 26 8| 30 5, 20 8| 32 ¢ 33 6
» Ind Qi 36 6| 34 0| 26 8| 30 5] 29 7| 81 9 33 7
. 3rd Qtr. 36 2| 34 4| 27 9| 31 31| 8 7| 31 6 33 10
» dth Qi % 3 4 6 27 9 31 2 30 % 31 1 31

Foop, Groorrigs, a¥p HousE RENT CoOMBINED.

1907 . 19 ol 17 21 15 44¢ 18 2| 20 7 17 7 18 0
1811 . 21 0! 18 81 17 4| 21 6| 23 3 18 o 2 Ca
1921 .. 3510 | 3310 30 5| 33 5| 34 0O 36 1 34 4
1922 .. 3310 | 31 5| 28 6| 31104 31 7 2 97 32 2
1923 - 3510 34 o 2010 33 8] 32 6 34 7 34 2
1924 .. 35 6} 3210} 2010 | 3311 | 383 6 351 33 &
1925 .- 36 4 3311} 30 5| 3410 | 34 3 35 0 34 8
1926 . 37 1 341 82 4| 34 9| 34 4| 35 7 3 &
1927 ..| 8 8| 34 6 31 2| 84 V| 33 9| 34 2 a5 0
1927 lst Qir. 36 8| 34 0| 31 6| 34 3] 33 9 34 8 34 10
» 2nd Qtr. 36 4 3311 | 30 7| 34 24 3311 34 3 4 7
W 3rd Qtr. 3 41 35 1] 31 3| 3 1 33 8| 34 3 35 1
» 4bh Qb 37 6| 3411 | 81 7| 84 8] 33 8| 33 8 3B 6

{4} Rase of each Bection,

10. Prica Detaiis, 1927.—The summarized results of price-movements
are published quarterly, and the actual prices of food and groceries for each
month are published in the Quarterly Suminary of Australian Statistics.
Full information with regard to house rents is published aupually. In
appendizes to Report No. 1, particulars were given of prices and house rents
in the capital cities in each yéar from 1901 to 1911, and in appendixes to
Report No. 2, similar particulars were given of prices and house rents in
1912 for each of the 30 towns from which returns are collected.
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Corresponding data for subsequent years were given in the Reports
apecified :—1913, Report No. 5; 1914 and 1915, Ko. 6; 1916, No. 7; 1917,
No. 8; 1918, No. 9; 1919, No. 10; 1920, No. 11; 1921, No. 12; 1922,
No. 13; 1923, No. 14} 1924, No, 15; 1925, No. 16; 1926, No. 17; and 1927
in this Report.

11. Comparizons with previous years.—The following tables show for
each capital city (1.} the total variation per cent. in the cost of lood, groceries,
and housing combined for 1927, as compared with preceding years; and {ii.)
the amount of such variation due to («} prices of food and groceries, and
(&) house rent, The sum of the percentages for any year and city in the
second and third sections of the table is equal to the corresponding total
percentage in the first section. Thus, the total percentage of increaso in
cost of food, groceries, and house rent in Sydnev for 1927 compared with
1907 is 93.39 per cent,, of which percentage 59.92 is due to increased cost
of food and groceries, and 33.47 to increase in house rents,

Variation pet cent. in Price Indez-Numbers, Capital Cities, in 1027, compared with years

specified.
‘Welghted
Year. Sydney. |Melbourne| Brisbane, | Adelalde. | Perth, Hobart, | Average foré
Capital Ciifes.

Varration pue T0 Foon, GROOERIES, aNp Hovusing (4 anp 6 RooMs CoMBINED),

1807 .. 93.39 | 101.08 | 103,98 | 00.42 | 64,02 | 94.46 04.29
1911 .. 75.00 | B4.63 | 80,45} 61.47 | 45.18 | 82.28 74,01
1814 - 54.31 61.60 | 62,66 | 48.86 , 43.65 | 58.05 56,10
1022 . 8.25 9.756 9.31 8.45 8.76 4,85 8.68
1923 .. 2.46 1.30 4,76 2.67 3.7 | —1.04 2,26
1924 .. 3.66 4,92 4.73 1.83 0.86 | —2.46 3.62
1925 . 0,90 1.78 262| —0,73 | —~1.,52 | —-2.30 0.91
1926 | —0.96 ) ~1.19 | —3.60 | —0.46 | —1.70 | —3.86 —1.30

Variarion Due 10 Prioes or FooD awp fiROCERIES,

1807 .| 69.92 58.78 59,59 61,23 36,34 | 05.28 57.98
ig1l .. 51.04 63.29 | 47.85 47,95 | 24.19 48, 63 49.24
1914 . 36.26 37.50 39.21 33.70 26,27 33.48 35.94
1922 ., 5.28 3.49 3.18 4,61 0.80 | —0.21 4.07
1923 .. 0.8 | —~2.58| —0,52 0.67 | —1.22 ) —2.69 —-0.59
1924 . 4,02 1.81 | —0.40 1.83 | —3.53 , —2.16 2.08
1925 . 205 —0.58| --2.20 0,03] —5.18 | —0.79 0.12
1926 e | =070 | =1.51 | —4¢.15 | —0.99 j —2.54 | —2.80 -1.44
VarwaTion pop To Hovuse RERTS (4 avD 5 Rooms CoMBINED).
1907 . 33.47 42,30 44,00 | 29,19 27.68 39.18 36.31
1911 . 23.96 31.34 32.60 13.52 20,99 33.63 25.67
1914 . 15.05 24,06 | 23,44 15.16 17,38 25,87 20,16
1922 . 2.97 .26 6.13 3.84 5.96 5,06 4,61
1923 .. 1.57 3.88 5,28 2,00 4,92 1.65 2.88
1924 .. | —0.38 3.11 6,13 . 4,30 ] —0.29 1.64
1925 .. | =115 2,36 4,82 | —-0.78 3.66 | —1.51 0.79
1926 o —0.28 0.32 0.65 | —0.53 0.84 | —1.05 0.14

a HoTR.—YVarlatlons not preceded by a sign repressat lncM. those preceded by & minns (— } repreasnt
ecreanes,
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§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous.

1. General—In the following Section the results are published of in-
veatigations into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering into
household expeuditure classified into four main groups :—Food and Gro-
ceries ; Rent ; Clothing ; and Miscellancous,

The tabulation by the Bureai was undertaken as a result of the recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission on the DBasic Wage, which was
appointed in 1919, to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

() The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason
able standards of comfort, inéluding all matters comprised in
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several
items and amounts which make up that cost.

(i) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last
five yoars.

(iii) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted to the tise
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money.

This Commisgion issued two reports-—the first in November, 1920, and
the second in April, 1921, These reports show that, according to the standard
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the lst November,

1920, for a family, consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen
years of age, was as follows :—

Royal Commission on Basle Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1620,

Porticulars. Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide. Parth, Hobart,

£ s d| £ e d| £ 5.4 ] £ a d £ & d £ s d

Rent 1 06l 1 2901017 0} 019 6] 030 0] 019 O
Food 2 6 2}, 28 9| 2 31| 272 2 411 2 81
Clothing 1 9 ¢ 17 0 186 0 1 8 3 1 7 9 1 v 2
Miscellaneous . . 1 010 1 1 4| 1 0 1 11 2 1 2 3| 01910
Total 516 6| 6517 1| &6 6 2| 516 1 51311 616 11

The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which
are fully set out in the first report) for the years 1914 to 1920 was as
follows :—

Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost ol Commodities, etc,, 1814 to 1820.

Yeam, Melboutne. Sydney, DBrisbane, Adelalde. Porth. Hobart.

£ a0 d| £ ad £ s d £ s d £ & d £ s d

1914 .. 3798, 31211 34 01 311 2 312 9| 3 6 9
1915 .. 316 9| 4 1 6| 311 3| 319 O 317 1 3161
1916 .. 317 6| 4 4 6| 31310 819 7| 4 1 2| 315 &
1917 .. 4 2 2|1 4 9 8| 319 3| 4 3 2 4 4 2] 4 410
1918 .. 4 810 414 8| 4 6 0| 41011 4 9 2] 4 8 6
1919 .. 418 B) &8 5 3| 41610 5 2 6| 5 0 0 5 0 4
1820 .. 616 6} 617 1 5 6 21 516 1 51311 616 11
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Reference was made o the findings of this Commission in -Report No.
11, pp. 28 and 29, In answer to the third clanse of the inquiry, the Com-
migsion recommended that ** 3 Bureau of Labour should be organized from
existing members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time
to time the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family
as is desuribed in Clause 1).”  After consulting the Commonweslth Statistician
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the
recomnendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this

natnre already made by the Commonwealth Bureaw of Census and
Statistics,

The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given hereafter,

2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with
asvertaining variationsin the cost of the regimen adopted, which is described
in the “Indicator List” published in the Report. It appeared, however,
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been
somowhat limited if confined in the way suggested by the Commission, and
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the
cost of food, groceries and housing.  As wall be shown later, the index-numbers
may be used to measure accurately from time to time the rige and fall in
prices in relation to the reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family
ag outlined by the Commission, as well as for the determination of variations
in any standard fixed by previous investigations or which may be fixed in
the future.

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four
heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (ii) Housing ; (iii} Clothmg {(iv) Other
Requirements (Miscellaneous).

It was decided to adopt forfood, groceries and house rent,* the commodities
method and weighting already in use, and the commodities and quantitiea
conform very closely to those given in the * Indicator Lists ’ of the Com-
mission. Withregard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain type of
5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed for house
rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau, while not confined to any particu-
lar type, fairly represent variations in the rent for the type of house deseribed
by the Commission,

* The basls of houslng accommodation has been cltercd in this section to conform with the basie
adopted in §2. Ses p. 19,
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Inquiries by this Burean had been confined to food, groceries and housing.
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and mis-
cellaneous.  With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission collected
& large amount of information as to prices and duration of articles, and
this has been used in computing the index-numbers given in the following
tables,

With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items
in the * Indicator Lists ”, and the aggregate expenditure therson has been
computed in the same matiner as that for clothing.

The item * groceries (not food)” has been omitted from miscellaneous
axpenditure, though it was so described by the Comunission, as the index-,
numbers already published by this Burean cover the articles allowed for
under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &e.

3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period
as base. In the case of index-numbers for food, groceries, and housing,
already published, the year 1911 was sclected. For the new index-numbers,
covering all items of household expenditure, November, 1914, was adopted
owing to the difficulty of securing information with regard to prices of clothing
and miscellaneous items for earlier years. While the index-numbers for
1914 in the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be
accepted as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. TFor
base the weighted average cost for the six capital cities has been taken, and
the aggregate expenditure in November, 1914, made equal to 1,000

4. Variations—Thirty Towns,--The juvesfigations bave been extended
to the 30 towns for the months of November, 1921, and May, August and
November, 1922, and quarterly for the year 1923 and subsequently. The
task of securing information for previous years as to prices of clothing
and miscellaneous requirements in towns other than the capitals was con-
sidered unnecessary. So far as the capitals are concerned, details K were
already available in the BEeport of the Royal Commission on the Basic
Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly for
all the towns, and yuarierly index. nwmnbers are available.

6. Rental Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov., 1914, to 4th Quarter, 1927.—-
The following "tables give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries;
(i) Housing; (ili) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; {iv) Clothing;
(v) Miscellaneous Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing,
Clothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined.
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities) Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average

of Six Capifal Cities, Nov., 1814, base (= 1,000}.

N.8W .—~INPEX-NUMEBERA, YICTORIA~—~INDEX-NUMBRES.
s| 8] 6]+ ; :
Poos. | o\ 5 s B E|Esl 5| 6| 8 2|2 |2se
S 53|zl 528 2|3|35| 35538
it -
Ble| &l &l 3833 8| 2| &8 | & |28|g2s
Nev, 1914 005 | .. .. " . .. 0 | .. .. " .. .
» 1921 1,509 | 1,624 | 1,615 | 1,382 [ 1,459 | 1,504 |} 1,439 | 2,497 | 1,434 | 1,467 | 1,470 [ 1,441
Year 1923 588 [1.603 | 1.743 | 1618 | 1,641 | 1,503 || 1,572 | 1,664 | 1.566 | 1,633 | 1,628 | 1,570
w 1924 1511 | 1526 | 1,708 | 1,542 | 1,438 1 1,517 || 1,469 | L.487 | 1,508 { 1,450 1 3,503 [ 1,471
. 1025 1557 [ 1,571 | 1,838 | 1,657 [ 1,500 (1,505 || 1,625 [ 1538 | 1,552 | 1,509 [ 1,601 | 1,525
. 1928 1,628 (1,614 1,848 |1.615 [ 1,563 | 1,632 || 1,548 1,580 [ 1,572 | 1,586 | 1,531 {1,548
w 1927 1,610 | 1,598 | 1,879 [ 1,606 [ 1,553 | 1,615 || 1,511 | 1,543 | 1,544 11,505 [ 1,480 {1,513
1927 1st Qtr. | 1,611 1,605 | 1,820 1,600 | 1,565 | 1,616 || 1,481 1,536 | 1,536 ) 1,408 | 1,461 | 1,486
PR 1,579 | 1,560 | 1,843 | 1578 | 1:550 | 1,584 || 1,470 [ 1,604 | 1,516 | 1,487 [ 1,462 | 1,470
w o Srd 5, 1,586 | 1,587 | 1,905 | 1,595 ) 1,559 | 1504 || 1,550 | 1.66& | 1,574 | 10518 | 1,602 | 1,550
. 4h 1664 1620 | 1,088 | 1,651 1,579 | 1,888 | 1,536 | 1,558 | 1,553 | 1,517 | 1,496 | 1,538
QUERNSLAND.—IRDEX-NUNBRES. SOUTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS,
8 9 m R
[ & 8 T : L -
e AR EE IR
o &2 |5 il
] Mm mm 3 aww s |B83 8 | 2B 28 |58+
& 2188 & e % (HEE| & | ES | B [Fe=m
Nov, 1914 57| .. .. e . .. 1,088 .. .. .. ..
» 1021 1,490 | 1,395 | 1,480 | 1,581 | 1,460 | 1,482 [l 1,488 | 1.474 | 1,510 | 1,440 | 1,664 | 1,471
Your 1698 Ya77 | 1465 [ 1)518 | 10802 [ 1.463 | 1,433 1 1,590 | 1,650 | 1,578 | 1,530 | 1,671 |1.587
» 1024 1474 (1,906 1,465 | 1,608 [ 1,417 | 1,471 || 1,663 | 1,682 | 1,587 | 1.476 | 1,595 | 1,661
» 1925 1,613 | 1,460 | 1,526 | 1,635 | 1,455 | 1,518 || 1,605 | 1,617 | 1,087 | 1,620 | 1,681 |1.808
. 1028 559 1,544 [1,686 |1,771 |1,566 [1,673 || £,620 |1,680 1,740 | 1,507 | 1,729 | 1,638
. 1027 19466 | 10422 | 1567 [ 1,776 | 1,512 [1,483 || 1,606 | 1,670 [ 1,871 | 1,683 | 1,719 | 1,612
1927 1st Qtr. | 1,500 | 1,493 | 1,618 | 1,847 [ 1,669 | 1,628 || 1,507 | 1,671 1,882 | 1,583 | 1,715 | 1,604
w Emd o, 1,433 | 1,382 | 1,541 | 1,752 | 1,478 | 1,451 || 1,580 1,670 1,060 1,560 | 1,703 | 1,508
» o 3d 1,455 | 1,301 | 1,558 | 1,748 | 1,400 1,470 || 1,634 | 1,868 | 1,676 | 1,699 | 1,717 | 1,637
. 4th . 1.a76 | 1,422 | 1,555 | 1,758 | 1,612 { 1,400 || 1,604 | 1,670 | 1,667 | 1,584 { 1,741 | 1,610
WESTERN ADSTRALIA—INDEK: T asMAN1A.—IKDEX-NUMBERS, M. 4 )
]
s 3 : m .mm .m
& . . 5 - g £ = @ P
Period. 2 g §|3ell .| 8 g2 (38| 23 |384
1 | £ 4 L m x = a |l=ss =S |ERNE
mm bmmmmmmmmm‘nmmmnw
-
slEtlsld| 8858 2|23 Ba| $a (202
Nov. 1814 .. j1,184] .. . .. e o || 1072 - . .r .o | 0,0000) ..
w1921 .. | 1607|1746 1,644] 1,83¢| 1,608] 1.610[ 1,601| 1,485( 1,728/ 1,658 1,880/ 1.577; 1,482 | 1,487
Year 1093 .. | 1504 1/838| 1,711 1,605 1,673 1,628|| 1,625 1,597/ 1,642| 1,418) 1,703 1,615 1,674 | 1,577
. 102¢ .. |10 1861| 1,672 1.692| 1,722 1,614 1,613( 1,602/ 1,638} 1,626 1,759 1817} £.611 | 1,51
. 1026 1,601 1,870] 1,756 1,752] 1,704} 1,514 | 1,579| 15661 1,588 1.613| 1,785| 1,685, 1,557 | 1,861
v 1026 .. |1,627(1,853) 1.760] 1,750| 1,763] 1.660]| 1,630/ 1,608} 1,657| 1,645/ 1,816/ 1,632] 1,596 | 1,402
v oyper .. | 10567 L1700 1,712 1,729] 1,717 1,600]| 1,5605 1,540] 1,586 1,668 1,724 1,602/ 1,660 | 1,608
1027 st Qbe. | 1,580] 1,795 1,704| 1,748 1,727] 1,612} 1,380( 1,571| 1,687| 1,600] 1,762 1,586/ 1,664 | 1,563
W 2nd ., | 1594l 1)820] 1,744 1,720] 1,715 1,626 1,556|1,544] 1,501 1,667) 1,712 | 1,562/ 1,534 | 3,641
» sra o | 10848 1701) 1.700] 1.712) 1,507] 1.684| 1,566 1,512 1,668) 1,687| 1,727 1,504] 1,565 | 1,671
w @th | 1343)1,785) 2,891) 1,727) 1,719 1,676, 1,535 1,512| 1,67 1,515( 1,706| 1,635 1,688 | 1,892

{a) Base.
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Capital Cities, Nov., 1914, base (= 1,000},

N3 W.—Iunex-NOMBERS.

VIOTORIA,—INDEX-NUMDERS.
. g
" R . .
Period. 3 ! g ] : .
ilg| 218 il 8| 2§
RN 224k
2| & & 2 d| & | & |68
Row, 10714 .. . .. .. . ‘e
w1921 . 1,364 ; Ba2 [ 1,357 §12 | 1,080 | 1,054
Year 1023 1,355 | 833 | 1,450 osa | 1,190 {1135
w 1024 . 1,433 | 878 | 1,655 930 | 1,194 [ 1,150
wo 1825 1,660 | 044 | 1,691 1,027 | 1,247 | 1,152
W 1026 1,602 | 1,035 (1,641 1,126 | 1,470 | 1,141
s 1927 . 1,688 | 1,088 | 1,754 1,214 | 1,537 | 1,022
1027 Ist Gtr. 1,822 | 1,042 1,173 | 1,506 | 1,180
o 2nd S, 1,022 | 1,080 1,177 | 1,543 | 1,180
. B, 1,622 [ 1,084 1,252 { 1,643 | 1,23¢
L osth 1,083 | 1,005 1,255 | 1,567 1 1282
QUBENSLAND.~~INDEX-NUMBERS. A0UTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NOUMIEES,
£ (o B ;|
- ARFTIMIFNTY i sl 4
E | 4% E |B8g ” ]
g g8 4 |BE3 <5 38
& [ 22 B |Ex& £ |85 | £3
Fov. 1914 ., . .. . .. . .
w1821 843 724 015 ace 759 are
¥oar 1023 . #27 730 1,029 934 759 950
w 1024 ., 974 Tod 1,043 247 704 | 1,155
w 1926 . 1,074 | 968 989 T | 107
v 1926 . 1,138 11,021 1,070 815 | 1,149
o 1927, 1,148 | 1,075 1,080 787 1,284
1627 18t Qtr. 1,143 | 1,080 1,060 | 774 | 1,200
v 2nd 1,150 1,106 1,052 T | 1,200
wo3rd 1,144 | 1,056 1,091 T4 | 1,200
. 4th 1,147 ; 1,048 1,077 | 828 | 1,234
WESTERN AvSTRALIA—INDEX. TASMARIA,—IHDBX-NUMBERS, Wh m
: c 1 E 4| %53
ot . . 3
Poilod, | E .m. 2 " & 2 T& 23 Mm«..m
= + 3
$12]2|3 2 ® | §|38) 85528
- =
M| 2a)] & 3 A | & |g2| #2284
Nov, 1014 .e .e .. .. [1,000a
W 1921 . 592 940/ 1,000 231]  To4f1,123] 4,352
Yenr 1023 .. 886 1,057] 1,088 1,150 7a4) 1,806 1,484
w 1024 1. 266} 1,254 1,00 1,204 784/ 1,864, 1,522
» 1925 846| 1,325] 1,101 1,170 784 1,410 1,85
» 1826 . Bdd 1,323] 1,000, L,I7gy 4911]1,386( 1,68
o o270 835( 1,872 1,008 1,146 654 1,353 1,687
1927 1at Qtr, 834] 1,817 1,117 1,182 590 1,359] 1,578
w 2pd ,, 834(1,847) 1,11% ,185] 1,128] 590/ 1,544] 1,682
n 3rd ,, 835] 1,30y 1,087 1,153  §83|1,357| 4,693
w 4th 835 1,429 1,072 1,118 752)1,352| ¢,697
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Clothing, ~Inder-Nuembers—30 Towns ; Weizhted Average Six Capitat Cikies, Nav., 1914,

, base (== 1,000).
N.8:'W.—IxDEX-NUMDERS, VICTOR1A =) NDEX-N UMDERS.
. = . & .
T 5 ==} = 3 |9 - a . . . I ..
Period . = £ ] 8 g %
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1,605 | E,780 [ 1,083 P1,822 | 1,672 | 1076 3 1,085 [ 2,120 { Z082 {2,040 | 2,138 | 1,768
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., Wil | D258 b 1,388600 1,104 | LML | L2704 1,200 [} 1,300| 1,423 _.u.m.:w 1,378 | 1,628 1,411

80UTA AUETRALIA~~TNDEX-NUNBERS.

QUBBSSLARD—INDRX-NUNBERS,
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w 1024 .. LT [14e5 [1,421 | 1,260 | 10413 | 1,386 || L4nk {42t 13,408 | 1,667 | 1,504 1,440
w 1925 .. [136 | 1,422 {1,377 [1,100 | 1,306 [ 1,368 || 1,442 [1,400 1,380 | 1,626 | 1,471 1,442
w928 .. 1,337 | 1,308 | 1,410 | 1,062 § 1,464 11,345 || 1,440 [ 2,875 11,856 [ 1,617 | 1,970 [ 1,487
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1927 1st Qtr. |1,380] 1,403 1,235 1,276( 1,318( 1,344 | 1,a50| 1,421] 1,371/ 1.386] 1,570] 1,443 1,290 1,286
w o oud . | 1,841 1,495| 1,202] 1,274) 1,324( 1,354 || 1,474| 1,428 1,450 1,548( 1,580, 1,454| 1,288 1,300
o o3rd . 11.830] 1,403]1,288] 1,291) 1,343] 1,352 || 1.162( 2,423] 1,858 1,521 1,604] 1,443| 1,291 | 1,301
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Miscellaneous.—Index-Numhbers—30 Towns ; Weighled Average Six Capital Cities, Nov.,
1914, hase (= 1,000).

1
) N.3.W.—IRDEL-NUMBERS. __ VICTORLA~INDEX-N DMBERS,
. A = . . .n )
Period . = A s (R g 3 H i o
18 s | BB (%% B g 8| 2] |Res
g El 2| 5| £ |98 2] 2|5 2 < @mm
O o L
sl 2 A& |A1852 2] 2| & | 8|28 (852
Now, 1014 .. |L022 1 .. e 7L .. e e T
o 1921 L. | 1,348 (1,328 | 1,471 1,864 1,277 | 1,352 | 1,370 1 1,176 | L3565
Year 1988 .. |1,364 | 1,242 41,458 1,514 1 1,238 11,850 |1,285 {1,183 | 1,808
- 1024 ., [1,358.0 1,258 | 1,432 1,842 | 1,256 | 4,261 | 1,270 {1,178 | 1,332
,» YORS . 11,588 | 1,210 0 1,426 1,820 |1,246 {7,262 |2,277' 1,162 | 1,520
W 19B6 .. | 1,8021 4,240 ] 1,484 1,824 i 1,246 ['1,261 [ 1,267'{ 1,150 | 1,315
» 1927 .. 11400 11274 |1.427 1821 11,246 L2l |13 1,158 13,02
1027 Ist Gtr. | 1,396 | 1240 | 1,425 1,321 | 1,296 | 1,263 1,263 | 1,154 [ 1,312
Wo2od L, L8006 3.276] 1,428 9,320 1,244. 1,260 | 1,265 1,156 | 1,311
woard 1,801 22701 1,423 1,320 | 1,245 | 1,26L | 1,267 | 1,157 | 1.811
5 4th [ 34041 1279 1428 1828 | 1,247 [ 1261 | 1,256 [ 1,155 | 1,313
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-N UMBERS, BOUTA AUSTEALIA,—INDRX-NUMBERS.
z E
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w 2od 1,258 1563 ¢ 1,828 | 1,354 | 6,504 [ 1,358 | 1,360
. &ed L 111,248 1,863 {1,825 | 1,360 | 1,504 | 1,252 | 1,360
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w3925 .. 11,813)1,304/1,251) 1,240] 1,860] 1,320]| 1,2241 1,240 1,182 1.158) LO98{ 1.215( 1,324 | 1,318
o 1928 11,3081 1,206 1,245¢ 1,2500 1,306] 1,304] 1;209 1,228 1,1238| 1,124| 1,096]1,201| 1,332 | 1,322
» 1927 .. }1,3065,208)1,228,2,252] 23101 3,305} 1,200(1,226{ 4,148| 1,148 1,106] 1,106 1,345 | 1,336
1927 1et Otr. | 1,306 1287|1243 1,251 1,313 1,30 | 1,20211,2281 1,120] 1,145( 1,009,200 1,345 | 1,334
» End L, L2051 9.289]1,241| 1,251 1,307 1,500 1,201 1,226( 1,018} 1,145 1,102( 1,108 1,344 | 1,333
o Brd {1306 1,310]1,284} 1,252 1,308| 1,304 1.19%] 1,225 1,119 1,040 1,105{ 1,107] 1,347 | 1,336
o 4th | 1L,308]2,308] 1,255 1,252] 1,311 1,305]] 1,108 3,223 1,017] 1,192 1,117| 1,197( 1,348 | 1,337
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¥ +

Total Household Expenditure.—Indez-Numbers-—80 Towns; Weighted Average Six Capital
Cities, Nov., 1914, Base {= 1,000).

N.85.W.—INpEX-NUNBERS. VIOTORIA—INDEX-N UMDERS,
& = + ' 1

= m - - . . L~
Perlod, 513 3 .m g E: g .m .m.m $ | o8 g4

5 = |=E™ =4 £ - |2
Sl elel 2 518 s 5|81 8 g 3|32
Fim | &1 8| & |eexl & ] S | BS =

Nov. 1984 .. | 1,036 .. ‘e .. . 870 ‘. “ .. . .
» 1020 .. | 3,623 | 1,515 (1,419 | 1,604 | 1,479 | 1,516 (| 1460 | 1,443 | 1,458 | 1,483 | 1,604 | 1,460
Year 1928 .. | 1488 | 1,444 | 1,204 | 1,490 | 1,345 | 1,481 |1 1,400 | 1,344 | 1,804 | 1,405 | 1,301 | 1,450
o 1924 | 1,458 | 1,408 | 1,354 | 1,511 | 1,334 | 1,450 [ 1,420 11,304 | 1,312 | 1,858 | 1,807 | 1,408
wo 31025 L0 | 1,473 | 1,435 | 1,414 [ 1,408 | 1,360 | 1,472 || 1,432 | 1,880 | 1,328 | 1,383 | 1,371 | 1,422
o 1820 (0 11,608 | 1,470 | 1,438 | 1,527 | 1,423 | 1,498 J| 1,453 { 1,356 | 1,957 | 1,451 | 1,877 { 1444
W 1927 L. | 1,498 | 1,978 [ 1,455 | 1,546 | 1,885 {1,495 || 1,441 | 1,841 | 1,368 [ 1,433 | 1,376 | 1,433
1927 1st Qir. | 1,404 | 1,480 1,426 1,534 | 1,399 ] 1,40 1,4271 1,338 | 1,357 | 1,425 | 1,355 | 1,420
o 2nd o, 1,485 1,460 | L447 | 1,524 13861 1,452 || 1,426 | 1,331 | 1,351 § 1,428 | 3,302 | 1,419
woard 1,401 | 1470 [ 1,407 | 1,554 | 1,375 | 1,480 [ 1,455 | 1,868 | 1,384 | 1,438 | 1,380 | 1,447
. 4th 1,522 { 3,505 | 1,480 1,571 | 1,381 | 1,519 || 1,455 | 1,347 | 1,370 | 1,441 | 1,307 | 1,447

QUEENSLAND.—INDEX NOUMBERS. S0UTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NCMBERS.
.m. .m B .
ot | £108 18 8 (28 4 (258 £ 5,83
g £ FEE .

2| 2| %4352 e S (585 e | .o 82 mm..m

G108 | 82|82 B 1228 3 |E2e| & | 28 |25 |g2d

Nov, 1914 .. a89 . ‘e .. . ‘e 1,018 o .e . . ‘e
W 1821, 1,344 | 3,380 | 1,415 | 1,491 | 1447 | 1,370 || 1,440 | 1,452 | 1,402 1,497 | 1,270 | 1,444

Year 1923 .. | 1,343 ] 1,309 | 1,287 {1,924 |1,325 { L34 || 1,407 | 1,585 | 1,362 | 1,368 | 1,860 | 1,457
o 1024 11,832 11200 11,209 | 1,804 11,308 | 1,222 |1 1,476 | 1,362 | 1,372 | 1,330 | 1,410 | 1,465
o 192% .. | 1,844 | 1,537 | 1,320 (1,804 11,314 | 1,330 || 1,49¢ | 1,863 | 1,411 | 1,863 | 1,475 | 1,485
W 1026 . | 1,383 11,875 | 1,378 | 1,846 | 1,854 | 1,381 || 1,408 | 1,561 | 1,435 | 1,302 | 1,479 | 1,484
w D927 L. | B2 1 L350 | 1,452 | 1,356 | 1,376 | 1,340 || 1,482 | 1,356 | 1,412 | 1,370 | 1,489 | Lav3

-

1927 1st Qbr. | 1,353 1,956 | 1,385 | 1,871 1,376 1 1,857 | 1,483 [ 1,358 | 1,410 | 1,374 | 1,505 | 1,473
» 2od ., | 1320|1314 1351|1325 | 1,372 | 1,331 || 1470 | 1368 | 1407 | 1,306 | 1
w o 5rd 1,339 | 1,317 | 1,340 | 1 324 1 1,377 1,938 || 1,400 | 1,354 | 1,415 | 1,580
5 ath o | sas| UBee| 10335 1,324 10380 | 1,345 | k484 | 1364 | 10437 | 10384

et
e
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e
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WESTRRN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX _ . Y-
NUKEBERS. TASMANIA—IKDEX-N OMBERS, m..m m
] — g =23 | =
. - a 5 a | = o
o R . L] b= : %
Petlod, =ld| B 8|2l . m | &) 8|35 | 28 |2d4
| £l el 52|25 & g | = Es | =25 (22
E|le(E |5 |58 (5|5 ¢ S| @5 |2
sla| |28zl ala|d[&]&|8%| 85 |33
Nov, 1014 .. |1020 .. | .. | . | .. i) o L e 10008 L.
o 1921 .. |1,467|1,520] 1,400 1,520/ t,537] 1,484} 1,556} 1,562 1,460{ 1,310 1,601| 1,538] 1,474 | 1,474
Year 1028 .. | 1,422] 1,454 1,904 7,400{ 1,478 1,4271] 1,617] 1,433 1,413| 1,201 1,409] 1,479, 1,460 | 1,450
o 1924 11,430 1 ARG 1, 410] 3,430| 1,473] 1,434)) 1,529} 1,4331 1,409 1,987| 1,388 1,485 1,436 | 1,426
» 1025 . [1,440] 1,468) 1,467 1,483( 1,404| 1,450|[ 1,496] 1,408] 1,385| 1,300 1,429 1,458( 1,451 | v.332
w1026 | |1,444| 1,458 1,452|1,428( 1,472} 1,448| 1,500] 1,416( 1,593| 1,380/ 1,892{ 1,408] 1,471 | 1,463
W 1027 0 ]1,433]1,433) 1,427| 1,401 1,409} 1,433| 1,458] 1,387| 1,362 1,346] 1,357 1,422 1,458 | 1,451
1027 1st Qtr. | 14200 1,432] 1,428 1420 L4687 1,430|| 1,485 1,504| 1,300] 1,388] 1,3517 1,432| 1,453 | 1,447
wo2nd L, {1,437| 1,441] 1449 1,403] 1,463 1,437 1,458] 1,3821 1,363 1,345] 1,340] 1,428 1,446 | 1,446
w 3rd 0 11,420/1,434]1,437) 1,305( 1.470] 1,430 1,455 1,337 1,363] 1,351] 1,361) 1,424, 1,401 | 1,464
oo dth o, | 1438 1,423 1,435) 1,306) 1,470] 1,434)] 1,432] 1,337%] 1,357| 1,320} 1,373 1,400 1,472 | 1,466

(ay Basly of Table.
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6. Applicaiion of Index-Numbers.—The following table shows the
manner in which the index-numbers in the preceding tables may be applied
to the findings of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage ;:—

Basic Wage Commission’s Findings of 1920.—Cost at November, 1914, 1920, and

4th Quarler, 1927,
Novom ber, 1014, November, 1020, 4th Quarter, 1027,
Town,

Index- | Relatlve | Actusl | Index- Index- | It lativa

Number, | Cosk, Finding, INumber. Number. Coat,
£ e d| £ & d £ 5 o
Aydney .. o .. . 38 3 910617 1 1,738 1,522 » 2 B
etbourne . . o 0% |3 6 8, 518 ¢ 1,706 1,455 | 410 4
Drisbone ., . . . B8O 3 1L 6|5 & 2 1,534 1,346 | 4 13 2
Adelalde .. .e o o 1,0i8 |3 oto| 616 1 1,693 ' 5 1 9
Perth . . . . Le20 | 312 8|5 13 1% 1,617 1435)] 5 1 1
Hobart .. e . .. 0op 13 6 2| 51811 1,765 1,482 | 4 14 10
Weighted Average .. “a .. 1000 ]33 8 2l615 8 1,697 1472 6 0 4

The Lable shows, in the third colwn, the amount determined by the Basie
Wage Commission as the coss of living according to the standard fixed by
the Commission in November, 1920. Applying the index-numbers for 4th
quarter, 1927, the rclative costs of the Commission’s standard for that
quarter are obtained. In order to check the applicability of the index-
numbers for the detennination of variationsin the Basic Wage Commission’s
finding, the relative costs of the standazd fixed for November, 1914, have
been computed in the same manner. While they do not correspond
oxactly with the amounts as given in the supplementary Report of the
Commission, they are sufficiently near to show that the methed adopted
by this Bureau for measuring the variations gives results which closely
approximate to those of the Commissior. The amounts for November,
1914, as found by the Comrnission, are given on page 28 of this Report.
The greatest difference between the results is shown for Sydney, and
amounts to 3s. 1d. per week, while for Perth the differcnce is only 3d. per
week.

§ 4. Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns.

1. General.—To supplement the informatien collected monthiy for
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913,  This
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November
1915, when the number of additional towns was increagsedto 120. In Novem-
ber, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in regard
to prices obtained in Novembet each year will relate, therefore, to 200 towns.
The results of the first investigation were published in Labour Bulletin No.
5 (Section IV., pages 26 to 33), where some description was given ot the
methods adopted in making the investigation and in computing the index-
numbers.  The results of succeeding investigations have appeared in the
Labour Bulletins and Reporte of this Bureau.
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2, Results—1925 101927 ,—The results.of the investigation in November,
1927, are get.out in the tables on the following pages, compared with
the particulars recorded during the two previous years. Aggregate
expenditure on food and groceries separately is shown in the form of
index-numbers for each year in colamn A. In columns B and C the
corresponding aggregate expenditure on food, groceries, and rent of
4-rooms, and food, groceries, and rent of 5-rooms are shown lor each
year for each town. The indes-number 1,703 (see page 41), represents
the weighted average expenditure in 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent
of B-rcomed houses; 1,570 represents the average weighted expenditure on
food, groceries, and rent of 4-roomed houses in November, 1927.  Similardly,
in columu A; the index-number 1,082 represenis the relative weighted average
expenditure: on food and groceries only for November, 1927. The figures
given in-the table are comparable throughout. Thus, taking the average
weighted expenditure for the 200 towns on food, groceries, and rent of 5-
roomed houses as equal to 1,703, the expenditute on the same items in Mel-
bourne is 1,728 ; while if 4-roomed houses were substituted for $-roomed
the expenditure-in Melbourne would be represented by 1,673, compared with
an expenditure-of 1,570 on the average for 200 towns,

The change madein Report No. 13 in the basis on which the index-numbers
were computed iz continued in this issue. Previously the weighted average
expenditure on food, groceries, and rent of 5-roomed houses for the 150 towna
in each year was taken as base. In the tables on the following pages the same
hase is taken as in the tables refecring to 30 towns and 6 capital cities given
in the second paragraph, i.e., the weighted average expenditure on food,
grocerics, and housing in the 6 capital cities in 1911 is made equal
to 1,000,

Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Houging in 200 Towns for November, 1925,
1928, and 1927, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and
Rent for all-honses in the Six Capitai Cities in 1911 ag base (= 1,000}.

1025. 19286, 1927,
Novelnber. November, November.
. P .o 1 g . o, 8 o, 8
e | 5.3 | 5. o 1 Zu8 08| 5| ge8)5u8
8tate,and Town, = é:% “25 a t:% 502 ] =-§ %wc’»
L L2 [ B3R |85R % | EZa | E%4) o i E%A|Z3a
e - ’ J

2 |S5g|c§3| 3% S5y |Ep | ER |2E% iz
of | JHE [ g8 es E|wHE | o8 | o E,EHE
22 | 225|338 22 |33 (238 Bz \Bz2llug

&5 82 (B8 A A | 5g8 | B8 &84 o

Now Bouth Waler— | A ki) [y] A B o] A B c
Sydney 1,072 1 1,623 ] 1,780 | 1,006 | 1,640 ( 1,780 | 1,120 | 1673 | 1700
Heweastln .. 1 2000 1,808 | 1,783 ] Lo71{ 1,576 | 1,724 | 1,108 | 1,687 | 1,7ud
Eroken Hil) 1,244 | 5,570 | 1,843 | L1¢e | 1,563 | 1651 | 1,800 | 1,083 [ 1,775
Goulburmn- .. % liose | Le07 | 1,606 { 1,072 | 1,636 | 1,713 | 1,111 | 1,650 | 1,827
Bathurat 1,043 | 1,418 | 1, 1,033 | La23 !l 1, 1,057 | 1,440 | 1,518
H 1082 | 1,812 | 1,854 | 1,083 | 1,817 | 1,002 | 1,087 | Liw0a 1,075
Armidale 3,006 | 1,48+ | 1,674 | 1,052 | 1481 | 1,831 | 1,008 | 1,522 | 1,024
Beliag 1,117 | 1,844 | 3,72 | 1,291 ) 2630 { 1,685 | 1,018 | 1,60+ | )end
Begn 114 | 1,432 | 1,600 | 1,080 ] 1,331 | 1,449 | 1,122 | 1,461 | 1,53¢
Berry . 1161 | Latd | 1,808 { 1,133 | 1445 | 1,577 | L,182 - 4,587 | 1,058
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Inlez-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, elc:—contizued,

1925, 1928
y 0, 1927,
ovenuher, November. Neovember,
e ‘ _ il o , ,
aad"Town 5 (F+B|5a8| 2 |foB |Zak! 5 [§:3|3aE
A R 58 (12
2% |£37 1838 | 55 | 22% | E25 | s |257 | 255
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SHE | &8 8 574 8 *5 3 még GE%
R R R MR o
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4| 25 | %88 | 882 | &8 £33 | 238
Now gouth Wales—anid, I
e A B o A T [+ A B ' L&
Hackueath: .. < | 1,203 | 1677 | 170 | 1235 | w678 | 1;
. o | L0l | 1,38% | 1,474 | 1176 | 1, s | Ak | DLl nI
o - | vaL| gese ) e | 1 A7 | 1ao7,| 11505 | 1289 | Lo23 500
o el o | 1287 | ne17 | w708 | 168 4| Tszo | 1118 ) 1o | 190
Gessnock: .. oo | Lood | 1 nrd | L Lesl | 1712 | 1106 | 1,660 1 1350
(:nfg . | Test ) pess ) 7 Liod | 1es1 | L7d0 | 1109 1852 | 1,718
" = AR AR IR 7a | 2i283-| toaoe | 13¢0 | 1438 | W
OO e | Bas | L4 | opan 1135 | Loz | Deid | 1zse | 15d ¢ ¥t
ggo*nmlmdra .. | 1100 | 1,860 1,3063 1100 mar | vem | vas | s | e
rmal ., | 1% | Len | hies | 132 | 1807 3éas | Lios besl e
Sonlls o .| 1102 | 1636 | 1ees | 1159 1207!| 1e9s | L10g | 1dee | K667
Deliqun & .. | o090 | 1740 | 1,878 1"155' reeo | mear | Llos | 1633) Ve
Dabd : .. | Lo | a2 | vh2e Lora | 1i99: | Less | 1080 LeTs | 18
Torows | 1Sy | DA | Mhar | Tio | iess | 1333 | 1ise | 170 s
e wo| bt peso | wrel | LY feds | 1738 | 1158 | 1700 | 1761
i ;| Boge | nooe | E7ee | L, 33 | 1e0s | T727 | 1123 | 1ese | alses
Jgndre . o | bus | pae | ross 1'%:53 T'505 | 1684 | 1203 | 1,532 | ®6t1
Ghata ™ . o | booo | Last ) Heoe | 1, 1344 | 582 | 1,029 | 1,431 | T,569
G::iei'll;t.er!l .- oo | L1%0 | 1571 %696 {:333 };Eggg 1:35 },050 psol | 1ria
o <1 ? iy ! 076 | B, A
R R R bR
wgong .. o | Hoss | panr | xaso | moss | Bait | Tao | Liez | Lz £327
Inwnm n v | 175 | 1513 | ¥ess | 11m Vi | meaT | e | LG ross
favero - o | T7e | ais | wees | Eisl 488 | 184 | 1,136 | L5L4 1704
fmes U R Lgor 1{.11| 500" Tiges | 12z | 1,561 | mese
omta .. i1 11 1,808 | 1,779 Thae | 17e | kS | Lt | Lor 177
Rem - el 1,47 ; X ! i 500
s U D) ER MR D) b)) be) L) e
Furr Burd .. o | Bisg | Lore | 1ees | Lis | Lsde 1603 | 1150 | 115 | vars
T 22| ies | Too | vase | Cier | ¥ oo | 1ae | pego | Hom
Dagow 1 L) Xoer | Tae | Xsm Le7 | Leso | namo | Lot | Loet | Los
- AR ! X : 1643
e, | bom }“? r,;gg 1,076 | 10660 | 1,717 | 1,000 | 1567 f:gzo;
sswala o e | MR BISE | Tats | vies | Lase | Lise ! 1Ser| T5h
. - 1ot | 3, it : ; ; 1126 | 1701 | 1,
Nhlwd o ¢ 1,603 | 1601 | 1084 | 1488 | I . Have
- " 1508 . Y ', » 1,611 1,143 1.5
;m ¢ - | oo 1408 | LIS | FooS | 1434 | 1670 | Llea 1.335% 1,712
Nowna .. -+ haes 1553 | 1;681 1:%23 Yoso | taee | it | 1ozs Lase
.- . | 1057 | 1 ! i ¥
CrEEE R ARcab Ik RcaE R g
mela | Dm ) EA )R M) LR He) ) e
Cembla - \ . . a4 | 1548 | Llo6 | I, ;
Port 1122 | 1,583 | 1,628 ; ‘ior | 180 | Tone
ortiand. Liz2 | X , 1,122 | 1,610 | 1,835 | 1,051 2| 1
neane vl 662 | 10816 | 1135 | 1,747 | 1, , 1855 | 1068
- -+ | 1188 | mear | 1ele | 1, . 879 | 100 | re27 | 1ese
nal . . 1,002 | L0l | 1,59 i
oo | 11354 1587 | T, y 08 | Tiie | Ten
Rahin R 1,645 | 1,069 | 1,460 | 1 ; Yoo
- o | Lose | 1a7s ; ., o9 | 1064 | 1507 | .59
fone on 108 . 1007 | 1,007 489 | 15606 § 1064 | 1) a0
o . | Toso | 1,445 | 10534 | 1098 | 1460 | 1) 7 190 | 1oal
aryworth .| nosr | 1510 | ¥ iy ; Yeoe | 16ss | meee | 3
Tanme it : Y610 | 1,012 | 1,427 053
T o To74 ! 1,506 1,053 | K "
e DL DlEmlidlie e HRHE | ) o
Tentats - o Lot 1473 | L546 | 1139 | 10553 § 1, ; vhii| The
o . 118 LN A i 1,610 1,157 1,544 | I,59
Tumat . ; 1,783 | 1,038 | 1,408 355
e . 1,101 01 e 7
U | D | 1R 1|18 N iR )
P L Tan . i ’ 1078 | Yaao.| veer
Yeutcha, - L) § 1,572 | 1,003 | 1.87% | 1,626 | 1,078 y
Welllngton .. | 1109 1404 | 10486 | 10101 | 1,378 | 1,512 | 1111 Yios | Leds
Weston .. -+ | L1ss 1510 | 1’583 | 1134 | va7e | 1562 | 15196 200 | 1656
Windsor - | LU3 | Lant 1853 | toos | 1sse | Tiees | I1a1 03| LS
ollongs - | 1ooe L&oo | 1678 | 1126 | 1,715 | L7ge | 1147 35| e
Py - i 1520 | 1,810 | Loz | 1522 | 1, ; 1615 | 7084
" . Yan Los8 I K R 1,508 1,171 1,615 1,6
Yo - . s X 737 | Lirte | 1505 | 1,681 | 1,140 A
A 2,085 | 1,871 | 1,727 | 1062 | 1,585 | T.6ve | 1057 1o | Tee
State (74 Townat 1,083 120407 1737 any ' , ,
i En 1047 1.628 1.747 1120 1.656 1.776
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In iex-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Houging in 200 Towas, etc.——continued,

1925, 1026, 1027,
Novembar, November November.
. o sog | g, ; .
m 3 * .
ol 8.F 23] o | €888 s (8.8 g
State and Town. . ] E;é %g H ] ‘ggs ggg E E%ﬁ %; 2
o o
. Lo pes =] oo 41 1 = S 2
2f 1652 |S5z ) 52 |€32|S89| 3% (3% S3
o | g8 | w8 [GNE | THE | pE | gRE (g
25 |eh| %8| B2 (Zmi(Zmsl 3E (BT
B¢ [£822 | =g Re €52 &R o q g8
Wietoria— A B [ A u C A n 3
Melbourne .. W | 1,088 | 1,656 | 1,601 | 1,024 | 1,650 | 1,714 | 1,036 | 1,673 | 1,728
Ballarat ., . 1,086 1 1546 | 1,606 | 1,047 | 1,821 | 1,480 | 5,040 | 1,310 | 1,485
Bendlgo .. v | L0701 1,408 | 1,524 | 1,053 | 1,302 | 1,640 | 1,040 | 1,426 | 1,574
Geslong . . | 1,049 | 1,476 | 1,600 | 1,018 | 1,521 | 1812 | 1,027 | 1,560 | 1,655
Warrnambool vo {10400 1,424 | 1,645 | 3,004 | 2,377 | 1,507 | 1,007 | 1,424 | 1,68¢
Ararat . v j BIT4 ] 1,508 | 1,618 | 1,048 | 1,648 | 1,608 | 1,176 | 1,543 | 1674
Bacechus Mareh oo | 150} 1408 7 1,842 | LDIZ | 1,483 ) 1,611 | 1,013 | 1,487 | 1,678
Balrnedals .. oo | L151 | 1,545 | 1,677 ] 1,140 | 1561 | 1,681 | 2,00F | 1,488 | 1,651
Beschwotth ., vo | 1,116 | 1,878 | 1,440 | 1,111 | 1,407 | 1,478 | 21,102 | 2,407 | 1,447
Benalla . . J086 | 10448 | 1560 | 1,070 | 1,441 | 1,588 | 1076 | 1,427 | 1,488
Cam perdown oo+ 1,008 | 1,616 | 1,647 | 1081 | 1,520 | 1,628 | 2,072 | 1,445 | 1.587
Casterton .. oo | 1101 ] 1,424 | 1,517 | 1,007 | 1,426 | 1,657 | 1,004 ( 1,453 | 1,605
Castiemalne . . .| L111 | 1,427 | 1,650 | 1,081 § 1,340 | 1,485 % 1,070 § 1,334 | 3,481
Colae e oo | 1070 | 7,591 | 1,728 | 1,046 | 1,688 | 1,700 | 1,025 | 1,658 | 1,085
Creswiok ., . 072 | 1,280 1 1,280, 1,048 [ 1,180 | 1,200 | 1055 | 1,186 | 1,249
Daylesford . .. | 1,004 [ 1,327 | 1,426 1,310 | 1,369 | 1,040 | 1,366 | 1,435
Dunolly .. v | 1,086 1 1214 | 1,267 | 1,000 § L2LR | 1,271 | 1,056 | 1208 | 1,272
Echuca . oo | L1168 | 3,488 | 1,570 | 1,084 | 1,436 | 1,504 | 1,091 | 1,483 | 1,084
nroa . oo | 1,148 | 1,479 | 1,604 | 1,071 § 1L,404 | 1,642 § 1,108 | 1,422 | 1,686
Hamilton .. oo | L1sl | 2,623 | 1,744 | 1,090 ¢ 1586 | 1,708 | 1,082 | 1,523 | 1,830
Henlesville v 1 1,075 | 1,400 | 1,668 | 1,070 | 1,408 | 1,663 | 1,054 | 1,428 | 1,482
Horsham .. o 117 1,782 | reo? t 1,006 | 1844 | 2,908 | 1180 | 1,687 | 2848
Kerang . o [ 1118 | 1,688 | 2,707 | 1,008 | 1610 | 1,773 | 1,006 | 1,626 | 1320
Eorplt . oo 1 1,075 | 1,845 | 1,404 | 1040 | 1,322 | 1,882 | 1,038 ) 181 | 1,877
Korambarra, , wop 1,084 | 2,545 | 1000 | 1,020 | 14%9 | 1,605 | 1,118 | 1,570 | 1877
Kyneton ., oo | 1,062 | 1,807 ] 1,682 | 1,080 | 1,420 | 1,621 | 1,057 | 1,425 | 1,501
Litydsls .. .- Ja88 | 1, 1,747 | 1,094 | 1,606 | 1,637 | 1,088 | 1,450 | 1,648
Maffra . W | L0235 1615 | 1,747 | 2042 | 1,700 | 1798 | 1680 | 882 { 1,722
Maldon .. Lo | 2001 ¢ 2904 | 1,278 | 1,087 | 1,175 | 1,225 | 1,060 | 1,222 | 1,284
Muryborough oo | 1,004 | 1,387 | 1,466 | 1,082 | 1,336 | 1,455 | 1,007 | 1.309 [ 1,477
Mildura . oo | 1062 | 1,784 | 1026 ] 1081 | 1,774 | 1,873 1,130 | 1,757 | 1008
Morwell . oo | 1,128 | 1,700 | 1,853 | 1,067 | 1,050 | 1,748 | 1,120 | 3,638 | 1,788
Khill e | 107 | 17 1,832 { 1,110 | 1,036 | 1,733 | 1,106 | 1,589 | 1,688
Orboat . | 1327 ) 1622 | 1785 | 1,101 | 1,501 | 1,824 | 1,008 | 1,4%¢ | 1,751
Portland ., o | 1,187 | LE25 | 1,880 | 2,105 | 1,444 | 1,583 | 1,081 | 2,804 | 1,522
Port Fairy . . 000 1 1,391 | 1,468 | 1,072 | 1,362 | 1,436 | 1,002 | 1,301 | 1,470
8t. Arnand ., o | L1031 1682 | 1,782 | 1,041 | 1602 | 1,750 | 1,138 | 1,536 | 1,813
fale .. oo 1,074 ) 1,687 | 1,877 | Lo4s | 1,515 | 1,097 | Lo21 | 1,400 | 1588
Seymour ., o | L0458 | 1476 | 3,656 | 1,123 | 1,454 | 1,533 | 1,136 | 1,497 | 1,543
Shepparton ., .. . 1, 1,760 | 1,071 | 1,627 | 1,782 | 1082 | 1,016 [ 1,750
Btawell . aa 1,179 1,600 1,508 185 1,505 1,015 1,169 1,485 1,
Swan Hill . oo f L0081 1600 | 1,822 | L0968 | 1,800 | 1,822 | 1126 | 1,757 | 1,880
Terang .. oo | 4,125 | LG4B{ 1,651 | 1,117 § 1,512 | 1,650 | 1,008 | 1,459 | 1,881
Traralgon .. .| LIS | 1401 | 1,812 | 1,050 | 1,407 | 1,673 | 1,037 | 1,454 | 1,804
Wangamatta ., ol 1048 ) 10500 | 1,720 | 3,087 F 1,570 | 1,008 | 1120 ] 1,535 | 2807
Warracknabeal .o | 1,81 | 1,857 | 1,745 | 1,130 | 1,830 | 1,742 | 1076 } 1,820 | 1,009
Warragal .. +v 1 1,030 | 1,651 | 0,710 | 1,078 | 1609 | 1,707 | 1062 | 1,803 | 1,743
Wonthaggl .. v | 1,145 . 008 | 1,072 | 1497 ,685 | 1,105 | 1,488 | 1,011
Weighted  Average for
State (48 Towns) ,. | 1,002 | 1,530 | 1,671 | 1,088 | 1,531 | 1,686 | 5,043 | 1,550 | 1,700
Queentlond—
Brisbane .. .. | 1,068 | 1,405 | 1,528 | 1,041 | 1,411 | 1,560 | 1,004 | 1,389 1,558
Toowoomba vo | 1,051 | 1,850 | 1,605 | 1,022 | 1,382 | 1401 808 | 1,201 | 1,444
Rockhampton oo | 1,076 | 1872 | 1474 | 1,004 | 1,800 | 1521 | 1,052 | 1,862 | 3,982
Charters Towers . 156 | 1,422 | 1,610 | 1,217 | 1,484 | 2,570 | 1,200 | 1481 | 1,542
Warwick ., oo f 1,089 | 1,877 | 3,450 | L0Y8 | 1,405 ; 1,586 | 1,020 | 1370 1,609
b . oo| 1,224 | 1,086 | 1840 | 1,180 | L,584 [ 1,711 | 1,170.] 1631 | 1,762
Darcaldine .. v | 1,088 | G670 | 1,727 | 1,232 | 1,587 | 1,846 | 1,240 | 1,545 | 1,482
Bowen . oo | 1,184 | 1,590 | 1,045 | 1,170 | 1,607 | 1706 | 1,139 | 1,528 | 1,866
Bundaberg .. o | 1,044 | 1,384 | 1,430 [ 1040 | 1,371 | 1496 | 1,052 | 1,303 | 1,418
Calrna . oo | 1,238 | 2,786 | 3,018 [ 1,205 | 1,797 | 1407 | 1174 | 1,731 | 1,876
Chatleville .. e ! 1,183 | LATL | 1,878 { 1,214 | 1,858 | 1,828 1 2,154 | 1,681 [ 1,771
Chlillagoe ., o | L2PT ] 1,618 | 1,540 | 1,281 | 1,650 | 1.620 | 1,226 | 1,480 | 1,641
Clongirry . .o ] Le1g | Leo2 | 1708 | 1,238 | 1,603 | 1,700 | 1,231 | 1,618 | 1,725
WL ., W | LMY 12730 1,880 | 1,158 | 1,284 | 1,368 | 1,147 ) 1,286 | 1,928
Cunnamulla , . .| L1868 | 1,618 | 1,681 | 1,227 | 1,654 | 1,087 | L2385 | 1,095 | 1,761
Dalby . wo | LOSL | 1412 | 1,406 | 1,083 | 1,431 | 1,524 | 1,011 | 1,350 | 1,449
Gayndsh ee | 1,098 | 1,893 | L4565 | F104 | 1,411 | 1.476 | 1,050 | 1,823 | 1,45¢
Gladstons we | 1,008 | 1,886 | 1,437 | 1,007 | 1,352 | 1402 | 1,040 | 1,802 | 1,435
Goondiwindi oo | 1,189 | 1,554 | 1,848 { L11S | 1,510 | 1,607 | 1002 | 1,473 | 1,686
Gymple . oot L087 | 1,800 | L4908 | 1,000 | 1,897 | 1,518 | 1,044 | 1,873 | 1,480
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Honsing in 200 Towns, ete.—continued,

1925, 1026, 1923,
November, November, November,
v om N - o . 3 P
o I - Pl X § g4 = 29 [ 8
8tate and Town. = T“-...% gfg | E;-....-_. 5:% a %:3 ig
& | 898 E 58 s o] 23 g 88 ﬁ = ﬁ .
-] ga = = 22 2e e | 3 o
3 |y |ohy| B2 |ohy|ohy) B chn cie
3 |%23 |8 38 |33 Ed B 25
2 | 222|273 S| 323| 233| B2 1Zg3 223
B3 (mag |28 &3 |mE ad g% |RE2 | =2
Qussnaland—contintisd, 4 C A B c A B ¢
Hnghenden .. oo | LXO7 | L734 | 1,800 1,278 | 1,723 | 1,830 | 1,245 | 1,738 | 1,570
{onistall .. | 1,818 1,842 | 1074 | 1,208 | 1,826 1 1,056 | 1268 | 1,885 ] 2,040
Tpawlich e . | 1048 | L3Y3| 1,439 | 1,006 | L4064 | L5324 | 1033 [ 1,330 | 1,487
Longreach .. e | 17T ,961 | 1,646 | 1,260 | 1,664 60 [ 1252 | 1613 | L7722
Mackay .. W LO0BT | 1,586 | 1,871 | L0041 1,578 | 1,730 | 1086 | 1,500 | 1,694
Maryhorough o | LOB1 | 1,847 | 1,449 | 1,041 | 1,337 | 1,482 | 1,000 ] 1285 | 1,437
Mount Morgan .o} LO7L | 1,282 1 1,821 ) 1La17 | 1,323 | 1,367 | 1,1 1,253 | 1,284
. Nambour .. oo | 1085 | 1458 ) 1641 [ 1,003 | 1,520 } 1,623 | 10801 1,441 | 1,588
Eoma . . | 1109 | 1,468 | 1,54 135 | L534 | 1444 | 1,053 | 1,414 | 1,571
Stanthorps .. o | L1683 | 1,548 | 1,614 1,155 | 1,484 | 1,687 | 1,015 | 1,337 | 1,528
Townavitle ., | vl 2888 f nwey | 1,214 1,793 { 1,894 [ 1,186 | 1,672 | 1,771
Winten .. o | L300 1,302 | 1012 ] 1,288 1,803 | 1, 1,28 | 1,719 [ 1,706
Weiggnted Average lor
tote (32 Townes) ., | 1,085 | 1,430 | 1,540 | 1,080 | 1,448 | 1,586 | 1,042 | 1,412 | 1,655
Seuth Australla—
Adefalds .. .o L0687 | 1,687 1 1.688 | 1,056 [ 1,541 | 1,841 | 1,070 | 1,687 | 1,702
Kodina, ato. .. oo Lo | 1,380 | 1450 | 1,120 | 1,870 | 1,458 | 1116 | 1,370 | 1,482
Fort Pirie .. .. | L1264 | 1,600 ;) 1608 | 1,137 | 1,515 | L6185 | 1,109 | I,400 | 1,504
Mount Gamblsr e | 1040 ) 1284 | 1, Lo62 | 1,922 | 1,369 | 1,083 | 1,510 | 419
rhorough .. | 1216 | 1520 | 1,606 | 1,140 | 1,566 | 1,647 | 1,058 | 1,568 | 1,865
Freeling . o | L1051 1,473 | 1,530 L073 | 1,487 | 1,586 1 1,083 | 1,434 | 1,400
Gowler .- .. 1 1,050 ¢ 1388 | 1, L0053 | 1,425 | 1,504 | 1,052 | 1,385 | 1,480
Esapunda .. ‘a 073 | 1,284 | 1,349 | 1,080 | 1,208 | 1,827 | 1,062 | 1,264 | 1,324
Egoringa e oo | 110 | 1,208 | 1988 | 1074 | 1,272 | 1,880 1 2,000 | 1,410 | 1,485
Milloent .. . 086 | 1, 1,988 1,923 | 141% 901 | 1,317 | 1,402
Murray Bridge W | L0 1400 | 1543 | 1000 | 1548 ] 18451 1,113 | 1,505 | 1,681
Port Augusts . 1208 1 1,585 | 1,848 | 1,184 | 1,560 | 1625 | 1210 | 1585 | 1,842
uorn .. o] 1,100 | 1,636 | 1,848 1 1,080 | 1,408 | 1,544 | 1,115 1.480 | 1,503
tetor Harbour oo | L1021 L6385 | L7TT | 1,085 | 1,50% | 1,750 | 1,073 | 1,604 | 1,802
erk Ave: ﬂ_,_ 1,231 S8 | 1,840 | 1,206 | 1,654 | 1,763 | 1,191 | 1.831 | 1,748
8l verage T
State (15 Towps)} .. 1,074 | 1,548 | 1,601 | 1,005 | 1,624 | 1,623 | 1,083 | 1,545 | 1,673
Wastern Aostralia—
Perth and Fremantlo ., | 1,085 | 1,467 | 1,569 | 1,062 | 1,510 | 1620 | 1,052 | 1,810 | 1,640
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,236 | 1,656 | 1,611 { L2215 [ 1,680 | 1,600 | 1,188 | 1,405 | 1.564
Northam .. vo | L18L | 1,550 | 1,732 [ 1,063 | 1,677 | L,780 | 1,057 | 1,686 1 1,760
Bunbury . | L3¢ | 1504 | 1. L1?7 | L5201 | 1,679 | 1,170 | 1,535 | 1,636
QJeraldton .. | 172 1,619 ) 1,751 1,108 | 1,809 | 1,746 | 1,072 | L01¢ [ 1,777
Albany . .. | L230 | 1,582 | 1,626 | 1,183 | 1,505 [ 1,602 | 1,193 | 1,518 [ 1,607
Boverjey e ve | 3019 1,384 | 1,472 ) EL137 | 1,485 | 1,519 1,074 | 1,453 | 1,536
Bridgotown .. | L2382 1,643 | 1,709 [ 1,247 | 1,003 | 1,841 | 1,220 | 1,592 847
Broome .. .| L322 | 1080 | 2045 ) 1,428 | 2020 | 2,152 | 1,380 | 1053 | 2,104
Caroarven .. . B2 1,823 | 1,021 F 1,80 | 1795 | 1,928 | 1,327 | 1,821 | 1,085
Coltla o .o | 1,234 | 1,508 | 1664 | L,205 | 1,506 | 1,839 1247 | 1,725 | 1,764
Greenbushes. . oot L1251 | 1435 ) 1,474 | L2587 | 1,404 | LG0T | 1,247 | 1,445 | 1,497
Katanning .. oo o089 | 1,473 1 1,653 | 1,114 | 1,486 | 1,574 | 1, 1,444 | 1,648
Leonora nod Gwalla .. | 1,854 | L6121 L6551 | 1,379 | 1560 | 1,843 1 1,336 | 1,544 | 1,677
Mackatharra .. | L4830 ,003 L7580 | 1,408 0 18721 2,735 ) 1,335 | 1,648 | 1,714
Narcogln e .. | L1860 ;843 ¢ 1,792 | L1586 | 1,689 L7868 | 1,131 | 1,871 § 1,788
Wagln .. | L4 | 1487 7 1676 | 1,138 | 1479 | 1,628 | LOO% | 14280 1,537
Yor . .| L2137 L5858 ] 1,687 | LABT | 1470 | 1,527 1,081 | 1,427 | 1,689
Weighted Avernge for '
Stata (18 Towns) ., | 1,108 [ 1,490 | 1,600 | 1,008 | 1,522 | 1,627 | 1,087 | 1,525 | 1,043
Tasmianig—
Hobart i L1 BorT | 1,554 | 1,718 1 1,066 | 1,674 1,750 | 1085 | 1,500 | 1,068
Launceston .. So] Lo84 | 1,459 | 1,619 | 1,045 | 1427 | 1,605 | 10LL | 1,417 | 1,674
Burnle . ..t LY | 1,575 | 1, LO7g | 1,620 [ 1,505 | 1,062 | 1,478 | 1,000
Devonpost .. 11,008 | 1,508 | 1,851 | 1088 | 1,512 | 1,592 | Lo1s | 1465 | 1527
UORSIGWN . , B 1,488 | 1,667 | 1,102 | 1,403 | 1443 | 1,150 | 1430 | 1,440
aconsfleld .. oo 080 | 1,174 1 1201 | 1000 | 1,130 | 1,165 [ 1,009 { 1,714 | 1,140
Campbelliown Lo 1084|1208 1 1840 | 1,081 | 1,206 | 1,818 | 1,045 1,236 | 1,281
Demmine N . 1,088 ; 1L,362 | 1,418 | 1,004 | 1,380 | 1,428 078 | 1,320 | 1,978
Franklin e .. | 1,082 B0 | 1,826 | o072 1,309 | 1,335 | 1,021 1,231 | 1,284
Hew Notfolk ol LOST 1 1,303 | 1,449 1,045 | 1,367 | 1,438 008 | 1,333 | 1,408
Scottadate .. Lo neeol 1,367 | 1,420 | 1,089 ) 1,357 | 1,432 0a6 | 1,284 | 1,959
Ulverstone .. ol no82 ] Lakn | 1,510 | 1057 | 1,321 | 1,452 | 1028 | 1,335 | 1,460
Zeehan o Tt 1256 | r454 | 1,619 | 1,352 | 1,450 | 1,515 | 1,193 | 1,382 | 1,427
“Veighted Awvera for
gé]tage {13 Towﬁ} o | 1083 | 1,508 | 1,652 | 1,060 ) 1,502 | 1,654 | 1023 | 1,455} 1,084
Weighted Average Yor f
Austratia {200 Towns)| 1,077 | 0,549 | 1,076 | 1,072 | 656 | 1,647 | 1,082 | &,670 | 1,700
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By deducting the index-number in column A frora those in columms B
and C, the relative aggregate expenditure on housing is ascertained,” Thus,
for November, 1927, the index-number for food and groceries in Melhourne
{oolemn A)is1,036. Subiracting this from 1,573 {column B} gives a difference

“of 537, which is the relative cost of house rent for houses of 4 rooms, and
frorm 1,728 (column €} gives a difference of: 692, which is the relative cost
of house rent for houses of 5 rooms. ‘The relative cost of housing can be
ascertained similarly for each of tha towns included.

3. Comparisons. with Quarterly Results.—To determine the -accuracy
of the figures relating to variations in prices prior to- 1912 for the capital
cities only, and those since thie beginning of 1912 for the 30 towns, the com-
parisons of the results have been made:annualy.

In the following table, the first line in cach division shows- the index-
numbers devived from the special inquiry covering 200 towns; the second
ling gives the results obtained from the returns received for the month of
November, 1927, for the fivetowns in each State from. which regular monthiy
reburns. are received: ; and the last line gives the results obtained from the
November returns for the capital cities only. 'The capital cities are, of .course,
indluded in each of the other two investigations, and the five towns in each
State are incloded in thie investigation for “ all towns ™ 1—

Refail Price Index~Numbers—=8tates; 1827,

Particutars, | N.AW. J Vig. | Qland. 1 8.A. . W.A. Taa, ﬁfgggf
Foop anp GROCERIES.
All'Towna (a) .. 1,643 964 DE3 q 601 1,005 R)] 1 00
FiveTowns tn oacly !

Btato 1,060 | 963 84 | 1,606

- 997 964 5 1,D00
Cnpital Cities only 1,051 965 | 935 1,605 :

980 954 | 1000

Renr; 3-Roomen Hovsea,,

AlTowna(a) .. | 1042 | 1,058 826 950 003 | emr | 1,000
Five Towns in each ]
State 1,085 1,068 824 945 800 939 1,600

Capital Cities only | 1,012 | 1,060 | ‘841 | 954 9l4 | 682 & 1000

FooD ARD GROCERIES. ANB REWT.

Al Townsia) | 1043 9ps |  0a3 | 82 963 936 | .1.000

Pive'Townsin cath
Btate . 1,044, 008 | 308, 4983 o961 |- 948 ; 1000
Capital Cities only 1,036 1,001 899 988 955 D65 1,000

{a} For list of towne intluded, see Tables on pages 38 to 41,
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The index-numbers. for November, 1921 to 1927, computed: from the three
sats of data mentioned above with 1913. as base (=1,000), are shown in the
following table :—

Retail: Price. Index-Nombers—Australia, 1921 to 192%.

Partlculars, 1,38, | 1921, 1922, ) 1923, 1024, | L925. | 1086, | 1927,

Foop and GGROCPRIES.

All Towns (a) . 1,000 {1,578 | 1,558 | 1,689 | 1,581 | 1,683 | 1,675 {1,691
FlveTownsmeuch St-u.te 1,000 | 1,577 ) 1,564 | 1,688 | 1,681 | 1,679 1,670 [ 1,600
Copital Citiea only .o 1,000 | 1,538 | 1,580-| 1,609 | 1,694 | 1,680 |1,683 |1,505
[
LEExt oF 5-Roownn. Hovusks,
Al Towns (o} . 1,000: | 1,268 | 1,347 | 1,433 | 1,494 | 1,526 | 1,57F | 1,586
Five .['cmmmewhStata 1,000 | 1,271 | 1,349 | 1,421 | 1,484:| 1,500 | 1,654 | 1,570
Caypitul. Cities only- L. | B08: {1,208 | 1,386 | 1,374 | 1,430 | 1,436 |.1,496 | 1,507
Foop, GROCERIES, AND RENT.
Al Towns-{a)r .. < [1,000: 1,461 | 1,478 | 1,592 | 1,548.{ 1,23 | 1636 1,651
Fiva Towns in.each State ... | 1,000. | 1,458.] 1,480 | 1,534 |. 1,543 (-1,613-| 1,625- | 1,643
Capital Cities only .. 1,000 | 1,455 | 1,480 | 1,566 1 1,581 | 1,504 | 1,607 | L,624

The figures in tho vertical columas show merely the increase or decrense In cost In November ot each
yooar compared with November, 1613, for ** All Towas,” * Five Towns ia each 3tate,” and “Caplial Cltios
only ' respectively..

ta) See note to preceding table,

The index-numbers in the first line of each division of the fable just given
rerer to 100 towng for Novenmiber, 1913 ; to 150 towiw for Nuvembsr, 1921 to
1922 ; and to 200 towns for November in each ol the subsequent years,
1923 to 1927. The general closeness. of the mesults is remarkable, and
indicates that the index-numbers for the capital citics only for the years
prior to 1912, and for the. 30 towns for 1912 and subsequent years reflect
with. a substantial degree of accuracy thc variations in retail prices for
Australia. During the period November, 1913, to November, 1927, the
average cost of food and groceries throughout Australia increased 69.1 per
cent, ;, house rents increased 58.6 per cent.; the aggregate result showing
an increase of approximately 65.1 per cent.
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers.

1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The {following
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices for the years 1913 te 1927
in Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913, the year
before the war, being taken as base (= 1,000). These figures are
obtained chisfly from the * Monthly Bulletin of Statistica > published by
the Leaguc of Nations. It must be understood that the fignres do not show
the relative prices in the various countries, but the fluctuations in prices in
each country separately. '

Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Varions Countries 1913 to 1927 {Prices in 1913 as Base = 1,000).

- A & |8
8 - H K by .
UHITRD o z| g 2 M ol " =
K1Napow. ADSTRIA. E k| E E % § § § E gl K § £ E CRRMANT.
g = & 83 &
&5e| 88 a3 al|a E RE E. [=
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o | L | % %
cel 31 &) omem 1 31 218! 21 51 31 21 omem
El 3 | & 4| 5| 2153 2§14 | 2| %
QE # g | & | (k8| &l g | & .
3 ] H 1= =] o k] < o, =] (=
AvVarag:. " A EY
1913 .. | %000 1,000 1,080 ‘s .o | et 000 .. 1,000 1,000 .. 1,000 1,000 1,000
10%4 e . 1,000 987 1,000 1,000 .. 41,000, 1,240 .. 31,0001 1020 .. 1,060
1315 I I 1 I 1 . 3,120 .. .. | 1,490 .. | 030 1,308 .. 1,420
1916 v e 1,505 1,808 .e 1,28 as . 2080| .. 1,280| 1,8 . 1,620
1917 . o 2,081 2041 ‘e 1,450, .. . 2.840| .. 1,760 2,616 .. 1,790
1918 . 2,205 2249 1,780 .. .e 2,020 .. 2,110] 8,3 . L0
1919 ’n 2,418 B.351 . 1,060 .. o g 400) .. 2,810 3,68 ’e 4,160
1920 | 8073 2,953 2,832 . 2,010 16200 ., gAal0] . 3.160| 6004111830 14,000
1921 Lu72| 1,824 1,810 . 1,780 1,502| .. 1,780 1,820] 1,730 3,450(12,830 10,110
1922 oo | 1ses] 1isdr| 10595 o 1.760) 1,455|13,340f 1’810 1,700| 1.460| s288|12190 341,820
1923 .. | 1,580 1,518 1,621 11 240 1,720 1,864| 9770 2,100| 1,730 1,820; 4,180|10,050) ¢166,198,787
1924 ‘e 1,662 1,646] 1,73y 1,860 1,730( 1,598 9070 2,340| 1,780 1,430 4,8R85( 11,000 J1,37%
1025 . 1,581 1,506 1,665 1,360{ 1,500 1.584|10,080] 1,570| 1,000 1,620] 5,490| 11,200, 1418
1926 ia 1,481 1,496! 1,528 1,230 1.4 1,641 ,54%1 1,410] 1,590 1,320 7,026/ 1,420, 1,384
187 . 1,414 1,4421 1,479 1,330 41,4580 1,704 7001 1.450|al,5400 71,2000 6,172 1,450 1,376
AR s | 31 .| 4
[ . - +
Iratt. | ¢ | By | g POLAND, 5 d & EE E e | 2, I g2
- =1 & el & BEd E o = S EE
B lEa%| ¢ 2| B |E5|Z55| B| %) 25|88
-y =3 = o v wa |=w e o | ot
Y EAR
= 2s e“_ b
Eg| . , : . ¢ B . -
£ E_ﬁ_ = = + Oicial, = = § ak=l 4 = =
sngi B Ele s 82 s
35| &= | & | S S| & ¢ |33 &§| 8| & o
ANerade. o 7 m "

o . 1,000 11,0000 1,000 +,000 . 1,000 1,000 ‘e ool 1,0 1,000 4,000 1,000
1914 . .. 955 Laoel L. 000 1oiel L | dav0on0 960l 1,056 1023 1041  vee
1915 . . il L 455 .. 1,180 e .e 1,008 1,474; 10000 1,171 1,070
19014 . ‘e 1,171 2,268 ,e - 1,410 . . 1,268 1,882F 1516 1,260 1,220
1017 .. DO 0 T i+ . 1,660 .. .o | 1772 1,528 1,785 1432] 1407
1918 e .. 1.4958] 3,904 . . b U T S . 1,043] 1,778] 1,980] 1,685 1,641
1oLo . oo 1 ossal 2o Ll . 2040 .. .| 2o8di lmee 202l 1,761 1848
105 .. N 2,5804] 2348 . 2210 3,690 .. 2,262 2.270| 2,436 2,007 2,232
| . A1l 2004 1,777 .. 1,000| 2220 1,012] 1,488] 1,749 1.718| 2,014] 1,804
1922 .. 5,200 1,088 1,554 . 728 1760 1,7300 16760 1483] 1,616) 1,6207 L6406 1,284
1024 o4 nozeo| 1991 1473 2320 860] 1,720| 1,630] 1,806| L537] 1.787| 1530 1,579 1266
24 o 5,540| 2,065 1,527 £,670 10080 1,830 1,6200 274G 1,407 1,733 1,5062] 1,648 1,287
1025 +e f460 2.014] 1,645 2,630 1,254| 1,8801 1,610 1,616 1,587 1,695 1,608 1,608 1,274
1926 .. G,6400 1,789| 1,446| 1,080 1,812 1,810 1,490 1474 1,514 1,684 1,682 1,530 1,238
1027 . 527 1,008] 143 1,670] 1,160 al,7300 1,4600 al 475 1,407 16700 1,518 1487 1249

W Avernge lot Lbe Ingt elevon mgniha, & Emes Januney, 1920, now aerica. ¢ Firsts1x months, & July.
e lelnuary, £ Bwnce 1924 new g-ries, ¢ For ° Ekonomisk levus ™ scties fromn 1013 ¢o 1023 meo Labour
Meanrt No, b4, p, 132 A End of the vear, + 000,000 anatked, f Average for the last eight mooths,
k daunary, { Gold index, m Series revised duuing 19.26, n Since 1926 goid ind:x.

2. Retaai Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following table
gives index-pumbers of retail prices, () cost of living, including articles
other than food, and (b) food only for the month of July in each year from
1914 to 1927, and where available, for December, 1927, the prices for July,
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1914 being taken as base (= 1,000). It must be understood, however, that
the figures which have been obtained chiefly from the *“ Monthly Bulleiin
of Statistics,” published by the Leagne of Nations, show merely the fluctua-
tions in prices in each individual country. and are not comnparable horizontally.
Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries for the Month of July, 1914 to 1927, and
Decembes, 1927, with Prices in July, 1514, as Base {= 1,000,
() GOST OF LIVING,

, o
o = u &
o Z 2 = & d . ]
B2 | ApsTRIA = = = g GLEMARY, e a
Ez_ S S = ; =) =
S Bl & | & | & | & £ 18
[
Ro.of Townsand | 630 | Viemnn. | 5 | 12 | 100 | 21 | Park. 7 Milan. | bavrs.
[

July 1914 .| 1,000 000 .. 1,000 1,000] 1,000 1,000 1,000] 1,000 1,000

o 1815 I 1,600 .. 1,220f 1L160( 61,080 .. . e |
1916 o | 1480 Sdo0| ., ! 1,360} sidan| .. . - .
W 1017 .. | 1,800 8.700| .. . 1,850 | szs0 .. . .. .
" o108 ~ | 21200 1L600F .. .. 1eon| 85880) .. . o860| ..
- 1919 o 2,150 &5 000 . 12,340 2,110 640 o2, 330 e A00 .
o 1ezn .. &.550 51,000 e 15,680 2,620 9,3 3,410 10,850 4410 v
w 1071 o | 22200 eei7ee] veee 190190| Z370! 12140| 3670 12,500| 4,940] 3§
Y oyege <] L810] 2,037.000] '000| 26,190 1,000| 11,820| 3020 ¢53,020| 4 3,570
» 1923 | LAl o780 1,050 24,7707 2,040| 11,110 8,540 £37,051,000, 4,870; 4,
o L1924 an 1,710 860] 12500 28,330 2,140| 11,540 2,060 41,264| 5,120 4,080
" 1026 | 1730 070] 1,330) 30,140 2)100| 12)180| 43,000 1,433 5.080| 5,100
» 1928 . 1,700 1,030| 1,7404 28, 1,840 21,640| 04,850 1,424| 6,490 9,800
T 1927 1040 1,080| 2,040 27.230‘ al,760| 1.670| 25,250 1:600| 5,480| 7.840

De¢. 1827 1,680 1,070 2,070 a1,780) 1,62 4,080 1,518] 5210 5040

E .
# Z & = ; % a 2 £
7 POLAND. = Ba @4 B3 a =F E 4
[ & En g2 = =1 @ B
2 E |53 22 |58 | 5135 | % |E3
(] o <
No.of Townsand | g1 | warsaw. 19 33 !Bombay [ ® 60 32 30 28
.. [ # ! “ h

July 19%4 | 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,00 1,000) 10000 1,000 %000 10000 %000
Jims ¢ L LT . Lisel .. . Loso| 1,030 1,050 1,186 1,082
»o19le T 1,300) .. R 1120 1,110] 1180 1151 17168
yo1a1T 11,000 . 1,800 .. . 1220 1340 1400 1157 1282
o108 | Zss] o 2,190 20000 1400 13w0| Ls00; 170 1179 40
n o191 | Zwsol T 2,570 22200 1860 1.450| 1860| 1ep0| 1's17] 1573

1920 o @orl manveel ool szal 10000 10700 Lese| 200 a.es1| 1815
o 1921 | =940 257000 2,360[ 2000 1,770} 1620 1630 1,740 1,448 1,782

o 1 zs10 517 veop| 16400 1 13%| 1520 1700| 1416 1’500
Y1928 | 280 832)  1.7e0| 184 1,630 1,310| 1,520) 1.7a0| 1.544| 1.584
1924 | zaso 1,272y uee0l 1,570 1330 1400]  17a0| Y4esl 10z
o 1925 . 2,690 1,456 1,7607 1,680 1,570 1,350/ 1,610 1,780 1,624 1,831
o128 | zzoo nyre|  i7e0; 1200 s7o| 13100 2540 1700] 1564 1,633
Y 1927 X 1153  anep0| 1600 1660 13100 12560 1720 1558 1610

Deg. W27 SO0 150 12100 «i,7100 1,620' - L5100 13200 L0l 120l 1671 1610
‘ (8} PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS.

; : 4 j : b
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ow o "

Ho. of Tawrhis 1ud 6% | Viena. | 89 [cocorey] 100 | 21 | Parks 72 G

[ g

July 131: .. . {ggg 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 {,ggg Lo00| ¥

1 . .. . . . . R . .

Yot L. .| vew| . - 1.460) .. 1260 . .

LT L. . | 2040 .- . . 1880 . 1,830 - -

1918 . Sl 2w Ll .- o 1,870 .. 2060] .. .

noasle S LT S - iy 2120| . 2,610 o .

. 1920 .| 2620 . 2,530 10,120 S730r 12,620 ..
1921 .. .| 2io0| f570000| 1,0000 13030 2360 137230 3060; 14010 1,700
T | t7so| s2s2ise0| 8! 14300 al,810| 11440 2070 88380 1570
v1028 . .. | ueso| 12.e11.000| 1.050] 9210 al.380| 10020 3210 [46,510,000] 1,450
v NS | oag| RSO 3 i0| @300| Alase| oow| eioke] 1iee

1936 .. . . . \ a ' . .
o2 L. Sl 1e10 21,1500 12500 8760 1,590| zi,d40|  5740{  L.46%| 1,460
noimr . [ 1560 sizz0l 20000 8,020 1,530 1440)  5570]  1.668] L4

Dee. 1927 .. | 1o riedl zan0l  easel 1,520 1630l meso] 1528 1480
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Index-Rumberz of Retail Prices in Various Comntries, &c.——continued.

{4 PRICE3 OF TOQDITUEFE-—coniunusd,
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= z 3 ] - g
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£ : b .
July 1914 . 1,000 1000 1,000 1,000 1,000 0000 1,000 1, o 1,000| 1,000
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CHAPTER H.—WAGES.

§1, Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and
: Industrial Legislation.

1. General—Particulars regarding operations under the Common-
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of
wages and hours and conditions of labour, showing the number of boards
authorized and constituted, also those which had and which had not made
any award or determination in each State, the number and territorial scope
of awards or determinations, and the number of industrial agreements in
force, were first compiled' to the 31st December, 1913.*

These particulars have from time to time been revised, and reviews to
the end of ,approximately quarterly periods have beem published in the
periedical Labour Bulletins and Quarterly Summaries to the 3lst
December, 1927,

*Information us b0 the malp provisions of the varfous Aets In force oy be found in the Ofeial Yent
Book Ko. 19, pages 5488 to 671,



