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PREFACE.

Al

The first Labour Report of the Commonwealth Buresu of Census and
Statistics was published in 1912, and the present is the seventeenth issue.
The matter has been divided into four main Chapters covering information
on Prices, Wages, Employment and Associations respectively. Thisarrange-
ment will facilitate ready comparison of cognate matters. Thus all informa-
tion dealing with comparisons of price levels is now gathered together in the
one chapter instead of being given in various separated parts of the Repori.

International comparisons appear in the Chapter dealing with Wages,
in which effective or real wages in various countries are compared, while
in Section VI. of the Appendix a table is given showing rates of wages and
hours of labour in Sydney, Auckland, and Montreal at July 1914, December
1925, and December 1926. In view of the interest now being manifested in
the kindred questions of the Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia,
& short article has been included in Chapter IT., dealing with these subjects.

i

For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which
have been made in regard to labour organizations, employers’ associations,
unemployment, rates of wage, industrial disputes, etc., the following
classification of trades and occupations has been adopted :—

Classification of Indosiries and Occupations.

1. | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timber- VIII. | Mining, Quarries, &oc.

worka, &o.
1I. | Engineering, Motal Works, &e. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser
vices.
III. | Foed, Drink, snd Tobacco Manu- X. | Other Land Transport.

facture and Distributien.
IV. | Clothing, Hats, Boots, Textiles, &o. XI. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &ec.

V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &e. XII. | Paatoral, Agrieultural, Rural,
Hortjcultural, &e. .
¥L. | Other Manufacturing. XIII. | Domestic, Hotela, &c.
VIL | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous.

In previous issues atfention has been drawn to the great varety of
sources of the data upon which this Raport i3 based,
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It ia gratifying to record that sectefaries of trade umions and
of employers’ associations, officials of State and Commonwealth
_ Departments, private employers, retail dealers, house agents and others
bave readily responded to the somewhat heavy demands made wupon them.

Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained hercin
would have been impossible, and T itake this opportunity of expressing
my cordial thanks to all who have thus assisted,

During the progress of this Report through the press, Mr. Jas. T. Sut-
<clifie, Supervisor of Labour Statistics in the Bureau, resigned his position,
Mr, Sutclifie has heen associated with the Branch since its inception in 1911,
and I desire to express my appreciation of the marked ability and uecal
displayed by him in the performance of the complex dutiesattaching to his
position.

To the staff of the Branch generally, I wish to express my thanks for the
ready and capable assistance rendorsd by them at all times.

CHAS. H. WICKENS,

Commonwealth Statisticion and Actuary.

Commonwealth Bureau of Consus and Statistics,
Melbourne, 2nd September, 1927,
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Retail and Wholesale Prices and Nominal and Effective Wage lndax-Numhers,
and Percentage of Unemployed 1908 to 1928
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No1E~The figurez on the right repreaent the scale for the percentage unemployed according to trade-
anlom retarns.  The figures on the leit represent the acale for the several index-numbers, the ¥oar 1911
belng taken 1o each cane &3 base (= 1000).  Since the end of the year 1911, tho Retall Price Index-numbers
{welghted nverage cost of food, groceries, and house rent for the slx cn.pi.m citles), amt the Wholesale
Price Tndex.number (Melbou.rne) are shown in each quarter, while loyment p are shown
?uarterly sjnee the end of the year 1012 only. The other tndex-numbera since 1013 refer to the nvernge

or the whole year, but for purposes of convenience are plotted on the gmph s at the cnd, Dot the

middle, of the year, Retall Price and Wholesale Price Index-numbers ahow the average level during the
whol!ze:;r ench quarter, aed they alap for convenience are plotted ot the end, and not the middle, of each
quarter.




