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2 PREFACE 

This Bulletin contains detailed statistics of the production9 e~ports an;" 
consumption of foodstuff's and nutrient intake in Australia for the year 1953-54 wi th . 
comparative data for the pre-war period (1936-37 to 1938-39)9 the immediate post-war 
period of three years (1946-47 to 1948-49) and each yeq;r 1951-52 to 1952-53. In. 
addition9 Section I contains a general review of food production exports and consumption 
(in terms of farm products) with relevant statistics for the pre--war period (1936-37 to 
1938-39)9 each year 1946-47 to 1953-549 and estimates for the year 1954-55. 

The method employed in this Beport in eshmating the ocuanti ties of food
stuffs available for human consumption is to deduct exports and industri al and other 
non-food usage from production and adjust for changes in stocks where these data are 
available. The small quanti ties of foodstuffs imported are also taken into account. 
While the dependability of these estimates has been established for most of the 
commodi ties covered9 there are some for 1vhich it is not possible to ascertain or estimate 
pr00.uction and consumption wi th the accuracy desired. These include poultry and game 
and the quantj. ties of visil)le oi Is and fats ontfl1:'ing consumption. In aodi tion

9 
little 

information is available about the quantities of vegetables 9 fruitj eggs 9 etc'9 which 
householders pro r1 uce for their own requirements j tho (luanti ty of fish caught by amateur 
fishermen and the extent of wastage occurring in tho marketing of foodstuffs generally. 
Furthermore j the absence of particulars of stocks for certain commodities has resulted 
in some inaccuracies in the estimates of annual consumption. Consumption of foodstuffs 
is measured in general "at producer-level"j (Le. no allo1!'lance is made for wastage before 
ehe foodstuffs are consumed and except in a few special cases no adjustment has been made 
for changes in stock held by wholGsalers and retailers.) In recent years it is likely 
that thero has ,been less wastage .f foodstuffs than hi therto because of more efficient 
distribution and storage methods (including refrigerated transport? airfreight and 
a big increase in household refrigeration). In addition the quantities of foodstuffs 
shovm in this Bulletin as available for consumption have possibly been supplemented by 
increased "back-yard" production in rocent years. Nei ther of these factors has been 
taken into account in the calculations o.nd it is probably thc.::, t the dec line which is 
apparent in recent yee.rs in certain of the consumption series in this Bulletin has in 
part at least been offset by them. While li ttlo factual information is available on 
wholesalers' and retailers stocks an attempt has been made in certain cases (mentioned 
speCifically in the body of the Bulle t:i.n) to allow for changes in them. In other 
cases no allowance is made for movements in these stocks but it is likely that they would 
have little effect on the estimates generally. 

Allowance ho.s not been made for foodstuffs purchased on the Australian marke 
and sent overseas under certain sch3mos in bulk and by parcel post and this has caused 
slight oVerst(l,temont in tho consumption estimates ( see page 11 ). 

The details of consumption por head included in the t:1bles have been checked 
wi th data from oth~r source:s wherever possible. These were obtained princip8.lly from 
the Food Consumption Survey conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition Committee of the National 
Heal th and Medical Research Council. Such comparisons as are possible broadly confirm 
the roliability of tho mothod used in this BUlletin. 

Section 2 of this Bulletin 9 which deals with tho level of nutrient intake 
in Austrnlia9 has been compiled by the Nutrition Section of the Commonwealth Department 
of Health to whom I extond my thanks. The estim:1tes of nutrient intake includod there-
in are b~sed on the quantities consumed as c~lculated by this Bureau. 

S. R. CARVI::R 
ACTING COJ\lIMOJfE,-LT:S: STATISTICIAN 

COMHOllfvVEi.,.LTH BURS,~U OF CE1TSUS'.l,.ND STATISTICS 

CANBERRA. A. C. T. 18TH JULY, 1955. 
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4. AUSTRALIA 

1. GSI~:SRil.L REVIEW OF FOOD PROl)UCTION. ;~XPORTS I.ND CONSmlPTIo:tr 

( ]." ) STJ]~'\O RY Th f 1 ~ ,I".: . g e 0 lowing table shows the variations which have occurred in post-war 
years in the main sources from which farm products for food use are derived in Australia. 

" T,:J3.LE 1. - PRurCIPAL 1~.R.'Ii,.S CROPPED AND LIV"::STOC;( NUl,[8:F;RS : AUSTRALIA 

Areas Grain Total 
Number of Livestock at 

sown for Sug3r 
end of Season 

Year (Area Area Sheep Cattle , 

Wheat Barley Oats cut for Under 
(incl. Dairy Other 

crushing) Crop 
LambsJ. Cows (a,) Ce.ttle 

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000 Million '000 '000 acres acres iJ.cres acres e.r;res 
Aver 3.ge 1936- 37 ! 

to 1938-39 1 13,466 613 1,572 258.1 22,018 111.6 3,211 9,933 
1946-47 13,180 748 1,728 227.0 21,077 95.7 3,013 10,414 
1947-48 13,880 839 2,105 222.5 22,272 102.6 3,085 10,700 
1948-49 12,583 1,012 1,770 266.3 20,636 108.7 3,159 10,965 
1949-50 12,240 1,040 1,748 281. 3 20,601 112.9 3,191 11,449 
1950-51 11,663 1,079 1,757 271.9 19,917 115.6 3,149 12,080 
1951-52 10,384 ! 1,118 2,36 5 281.7 19,8b2 117.6 2,973 11,920 
1952-53 10,209 1,377 2,764 280.0 20,37 1 , 123.1 3,087 12,160 
1953-54 j 10,751 1,803 21,139\126. 9 3,173 

I 

I 2,137 340.5 i12d45 
1954-55(b) 

, 
(c) .128.4 (c) : 10,499 1,250 I 2,000 386.0 I I i (c) 

(a) In milk anr'l dry. (b) ·t!:stimate0. (c) Not yet available. 
Se3.sonal conditions in 1953-54 were 3.gain bountiful. During that 

se~son wheat'yields per acre, wen€ high beirrg only 4 per cent below tho record 
established during the :?revious season. The y1&lde per acre of barley and maize 
were relatively high but both slightly below the 1952-53 season. Fruit 'IDd potato yields 
were also high. The production of beef and veal was a record, but output of other 
meats was below some earlier years although still fairly substantial. Owing to dry 
conditions in New South Wales and Queensland milk production for the Commonwealth was 
somewhat lower than the general level of recent years. 

Condi tions during 1954-55 were less s3.tisfactory in some respects 
than the two previous seasons. Grain cro~s suffered (luring the germination period 
through la.ck of rain. Wheat production was approximatel. 15 per cont be low 1952-53 
and 1953-54, the declin8 bein.q; entirely due to decreased. yields per acre. The harvests 
of barley, maize and oats wer below tho provious soason. ~arley production estimated 
at 27.5 million bushels was 31} per cent lower than in 1953-54. However, milk production 
is 8sti~atGd at a record level as is boef and veal, whil© lamb p~oduction appears to be 
the highest since the record year in 1942-43" Sug-'1r production reached a new peak 
owing to a substantiiJ.l incre~se in the area cut. 

The index numbers in Table 2 show the quantum of totC11 prod.uction of 
fC1rm products for food use for the period 1936-37 to 1938-39 and each year 1946-47 to 
1954-55. During the years 1947-48 to 1950-51, generC111y good soco,sonal conditions were 
exporienced fairly uniformly throughout ferming aroas of Australi~. In those years the. 
qU2ntum 0'- such production averagod about 12 por cent. more than in the pro-war years 
1936-37 to 1938-39, which was a period of fairly normctl se3sonal condi Hons although 
droughts occurred in QueensLmd in 1936 and 1937 and in Victori8. -md Southern New South 
1[ales tOWD.rds the end of tho period. In 1951-529 the quantum of total f::trm ,roduction 
of food fell to .J.pproximately the sarne level QS in the pro--w~ period, while in 1952-53, 
vlhen season").l condi tions were oxceptionally good, production rose shC1rply to 19 per cent. 
abovo the pre-'Nar level, followed in 1953-54 by a further increlse of 3 per cent. 
Estimates made of the prospects for 1954-55 indicate a smC111 decline in the quantum, 
brought C1bout principally by decrease in the hc:.rvests of barley 311d vvhent, very largely 
offset by increa,ses in sugar, lamb, pigmeats wd milk production. The qU311tum of fo.rm 
production of food per h~ad of population during the yoars 1947-48 to 1950-51 eweragod 
about 3 per cent. less than in the pre-war ye3rS 1936-37 to 1938-39. This W8.S followed 
in 1951-52 by a decline to 19 per cent. less than pro-war proo.uction por hoad. In 
1952-53 and 1953-54 the good seasons and incroasocl f2,rming activity assisted r2coovory 
in production per ho ad of population but it vms still about 6 per cent. less than the prn . 
war leve1failJing again in 1954-55 to 9 per cent bolow pro-war. This comnarison is 
!intended to in(Hcate relative growth of to tal AustraliC1TI population and of farm production 
for food use. It is not relevant to tho consider'J.tion of productivity of farm population. 

The quantum of ~arm food products Gxported during the period 1947-48 
to 1950-51 averaged about 11 por cent. more than during the pro-1var year~ J93c>-37 to 
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19~,399 but in 1951-52 lower proc1_uction "!i th alJout thG saroo Cluc.nti tins cDnsumod 
in' Austr.J.lic. resulted. in ;:1 pronounced :F'e,l:l. in tho c~u-:~ntum of food (nportod to approx-
im.J.tely 30 per c:mt, b810'N tho yro···w;'..r 10veL In tho follo~;ring ye _or thero W,J,S a 
subst;.nti~l incro,,\se to 13 per cent abovothe pre·-W3.r lovol but during lq53-54 oyports 
were turned to D.p'Jroxim, .• tely tho pre-W3r level. :?relimin~1ry cD.lculations for 19.54-55 
point towards a further ri se to 12 per cent above pre··w'.r. iistimD.tod. exports of fnrm 
food products in 195Lf .. 55 represent about 37 por cont. of tot31 food production? 
comp3Xod wi th 33 por cunto in 1953--54,38 1!,3r '~(mt" c1tU'i"lg tho 1?oriorl 1947-48 to lQ50-51 
3.nd 39 por cent. in tho pr:··W8,r poriod

9 
lQ36·-37 to 1938-39. Tho aU3ntum of fa.rm prod.ucts 

exported per he3.d of population hJ,s boen bolo'7 pTc··w[\.r levols :ion 2,11 post-w-,',+, ye2,T s 9 
except 1947-48; in 1953-54 it W-.S 78 per cont, an (1 in J Q 54 ... 55, 85 p~r cent. of the pre·
war fj gu.-re. 

The indox numbers of QU3J.1tvJn of food (in "terms oJ L:~rm products) consumed 
in Austrdia per head of popul,~,tion in T3blo 2 h3vo boon dorivod by fl.ividing tho .index 
of quantum of food ::"w'1i 1£1,blo for consumption by tho index of popuL"tion. Thoy indic~1.te 
that tho quantum of food consumed per hoa,d in 83Ch post.-w~'.r YoJ.r hJ.s boon somowh~l.t below 
the levol of consumption in tho pr,C)·-w,cr period lQ36-37 to 1938-39. Cortain ;>,<1.:justments 
have boon m,;,de for unrecorded stock movoments in calcul J.ting th,) index numbers for 
recent YOcU's, anCl tho figcLros for 1953-54 ,:-.nd 1954-55 should bo rog,J,Toad 1.S provisionJ.1. 
The index numbers of food ,:vai Ltble for consumption por ho,-,d h W2 beJon about 3 p~r cont. 
10wGr in tho four YOLl,rs cnCl.ing 1954.-55 them in tho procoding four ye2Xs·. ';J'1ile thore 
h,:;.s aeon s decro.'oso in tho qu:.ntity of fooel. G.v:'1.il;.blG for consumption por hO'1d it is 
..,0 .... ;;, .... )10 ·~}l'-d this may h.J.ve boon offsot ±npa..'rt at 10 :cst by reducerl w·:'Lsts.ge before 
ul tim.l.te consumption wi thin the home. Fac tors C1on'lucinf! tc this ~e moro officion t 
distri1ution mothods (o.g. refrigor::.tod tr ::nsport _'Lnd t~irfroight of perish:cble 
commodi ties) ;].n(l the L",rgo incre8.se in houschold refriger-..tion. In J,(lcli. tion thoro 
hr.s possibly be<3n incre'1sod homo production of vogoto,bles, fruit Lmd eggs. It is 
extremely difficult to g:~ugo this trond:md tho c;11cul'ltions in this Bullotin contain 
a consto.nt 3.110wi3nce for supplio8 from homo production. The 1!:.rticula.rly low consumption 
por hG3.d in 1952-53 (GstimatGdJ.t 6 por cent. less th"..n the 1!I'8-vl:::.r lovol) Wo.S duo in 
pnrt to soason'11 fc:,lls in tho production of snch i t8ms n.s fruit fmd vog8t,"blos. 

Whilo thoro h.2.s boon 2. slir;ht dOi<lmw'-crd tendency in consumption of food 
per heJ.d

j 
th" incro'lse in tho Austr::,li",n T)ouul-~tion h0.s -'-o8ulted in 2. continuous rise 

(except in 1951-52 ,mo. 19-52-53) in the o~:;tum of tot",l· consumption of food in AustriJli8. 
in o3ch post-wJ.r ye .. ~r.md in lq54-55 it -W2.S 26 per cento iSTO'.tcr th."n in the pre-w:1.r 
p3riocl. The,) incro:·'.se in po-pul:tion OVGr tho s :me period 1V,',s1.ppro~dm ,tely 32 1!er cont. 

T'.-te (luc~ntuP1 indexes shol;m in T:'.ble 2. h:wo boon constructod by tho fLzed
bG.se ".eighteo aggrogo::.ti ve mothod

j 
tho weights usod for e:lch indGx being const.J.nt unit 

gross v:::.lues (lg36-37 to 1938-39) of e.1.ch f :-.rm uroduct. Tests h'WG disclosed that the 
use of corresponding \ITGights b,lsod on post-w;~r pricos (or unit v.luos) would not h:wo 
:iffectod the indexes mc:,torL'l.lly. Tho i toms incluclod in 83.ch inc1G" compriso products 
in tho form in which thoy ::tro sold from f ,rms innll .C:.sos 8:=COpt livestock sold for 
slu..ughtor for mOJ.t, which o::.re included in torms of oressod c'lrc:.ss vvoight of mo:it. 
Quanti ty datu. reL,ting to 0xports inclu,J.() o:,!)or-cs of pI'OCGSScc. fooe] in -t~n;l;':; 8£ f ,::.'r;, 

product Gquiv.),Lmt
j 

e.go the qU2.nti ties of me,-.t e::ports used in c~lcul '.ting tho indox 
inc'_ude ostim3.tod c~rc:::.ss weight Gquiv~'.lonts of c.:.xmod. '..ncl curod 1"1o.},t Gxported in adrli tion 
to tho exports of c.'.rc::'.ss mG:\t :::'8 such. The index of qucmtum of production role.tos 
b .tsicJ.lly to gross output of f-:.rm :ororLucts for food use (including crops exportod for 
stock-frJoding ovnrse:::,s) and thereforo me,;'tsuros tho combinev: effect of many influences 
such ;:;.s (a) trends in f..rming ;..ctivi ty (i 0 Q. 3I'O'.S cropped, Ii vostock ra,isGd. ?.nd/or 
sL:.ughtercd

j 
cows milked etc.) j (b) v.crio.tions in yields of croyS Iler unit of 'll'ea 

croppod .~nd of livostock products per uni t of Ii vestock j (c ~ the effects of v -,ri3ble 
so-::.son:11 conditions .?.nd (d) chcmgos in f.:.rming effic;ency, l::..bour supply ,;nd tho lovel 
of internal costs in Austr:::.1L::.. ·,bt:.l. showing trenc1s in f,rming ::.ctivi ty in tho c :.so 
of princip::.l inrUviduJ.l types of f.:.rming J,ro includod in the sub-soctions follo 1."!ing. 



6. 
:8XPORTS ~Jir:i) CONS11]\~PTION (b) OF F)1J~ 1?RO:)UCT:3 J;'OR FOOD UC;E .-...: __ A~U;;;.:S;;;.:T:.:R.;.;.'\..:;.;;L;.;:'I.:.:A 

(B:1se in eJ.ch C .. ',so .. AvorJ.ge 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 100) 

In dexe s 0 f ()u c:.m tum (n) 0 f Ii\:::.rm Proo.ucts for Fboduse-
Index of 

Production Exports 
Consumption (b) 

Year mean in Australia 
Populn.tior 

Totnl 
Per he::'..d of 

To tnl 
Per hend of 

Toto.l 
Per head of 

Ponul", tion Ponul9.tion Ponul,J;iQn 

Average 1936-37 to 
1938-39 100.0 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1946-47 109.4 90 82 73 66 107 98 
19L1·7-48 111.2 113 102 113 102 110 99 
1948-49 113.5 110 97 112 99 III 98 
1949-50 117.1 116 99 116 99 114 98 
1950-51 120.9 109 90 104 86 

1

120 99 
1951-52 124.1 100 81 70 

I 
57 119 96 

1952-53 127.1 119 93 113 89 i 119 94 
1953-54 129.6 122 94 101 I 78 1124 96 
1954-55 ( d) 132.3 , 120 I 91 I 112 ! 85 : 126 , 95 -

( a) Ve,luG ;'Lt constant prices' see text proceding tho table. 
(b) .n.vailable for co:!"!Sumption. 
(c) Subject to revision. 
( d) ~stiJYlate d. 

A com1?:J.rison of tronds in food proc.uction in Austr~~lia :md selected ovorsoa 
countries is providod by the following "Inclox Numbors of AgriculturJ.l Production - ~ood" 

published b17 the Food and Agricul turc Org:mization of tho Uni tod ~htions. 

TABLE 3. IN:JEX ~nJMB:SRS OF ",GRICULTURAL PRODUCTION - FOOD. 

(Source g Food and Agriculture Orgc:.mization of the Uni tod Nations) 

(B ·:.se in o2ch Cc:!.so ~ - Pre-·:'fo.r = 100) (a) 

Country 

Argentina 
Australin (c) 
C9.nadJ. 
New Zealnnd 
Union of South Africn 
United Kingdom 
United states of Amerioa 

Pre-'war 
( n) 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

1949-50 1950-5 1 

105 101 
116 109 
123 139 
111 114 
128 140 
124 123 

I 
138 138 

Pre-war base periods used Rre' Australio., Avore .. ge 
Uni ted Kingdom, Averago 1934-38; othdr countries, 
Pro lim in3.ry figures. 

1951-52 1952-53 

104 89 
100 119 
147 178 
114 121 
145 137 
123 127 
136 148 

1936- 37 to 1938-39; 
AV.Jrage 1935-39. 

1953-54 
(b I 

113 
122 
161 
122 
153 
130 
147 

( a) 

(b) 
(c) These arC) the index numbers (shown in T~,ble 2) compiled in this BuroD.u for 

AustraliJ,n !lurpo sos '; they d.iffor slightly from the index numbers for 
Australia compilod by F.A.O. 

(ii) "-mEAT: Pc..rticulo.rs of the aroo. sown to whe ·~t for grain and the proo.uction, exports 
o.nd consumption of wheat are shown below for the pre-wr:,r poriod :.md each yo2X since the 
1946-47. Tho area sown for grJ.in declined continuously from 1947-48 to 1952-53 whon it 
was 24 per cont. less than average sowings during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Thore 
vvas .~ slight incro,:.so in sowings in 1953-54 follOl,vod by ,-:t s!T13.11 decre,;,se in 1954-55. 
Pro,luction of 'lvhe,~,t during the YoJ.rs 1947-48 to 1950-51 W8.S atrolativoly high levols 
1)ecause of extremely good yields per c~cro (:woraging about 32 por cont. in Gxcess of 
2,.verage yields for tho period 1936-37 to 1938-39). In 1951-52, :J, substcmti:::.l Ll.l1 in 
3U'ea sovvn coupled. with '.1. slight reduction in :,vor'.go yiCilrl por:.crG musod a pronounced 
diecreJ.se in whec,t production fro!'l the high lovols of the procod.ing four S02..sons. In 
1952-53 there was a fUrthor decline in the Rroa so'~m but tho ''\Vora,ge yield por acr"oW3.S 
,1.t tho record level of 19.1 bushels (56 per cont. higher th:.m for the prG-w~,r period) i 
toto.l proc,U'tion rO],ched 195.2 million bush01s. In 1953-54:1n incre:=i,se in sovvings end I 

only a sm::.l1 decre,lse in yield per :J.cr(; rGsul ted in ::1 crop of 198 million bushels. 
Poor conditions during the growing pCHiod resulted in lOVlT yiolds during 1954·-55, and 
production WJ.S subst'1nti"'.11y bolow tho two yrtwious so::csons. 
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7. 
-A In 1953-54 (c3ro11 ye :.1' ondorl 30th Novembor) eyports of whe.?,t (including 

Iwhe~ equ i _vc.1ent of flour and broakf,::lst foocls werc; e:bout 35 por cont. loss than 'l.vurL'.ge 
exports for the p~riod 1936-37 to 1938-39. This W1S tho smn.llest Quantity exportoc!_ since 
1946-47. The ,wC:iL,b1e supply of WhO:1t (inClucing whGd'oouiv_~leht of flour) for export 
in 1954-55 umountorl to about 168 million busho1s (:l.fter .::.llowing for 20 million bushels 
2.S norm _~1 cc:.rry-ovar) , .. but it ap:08?rs 8vidont th=,t much of this wno.:.,t ":'il1 romc.in unsold 
-:.t th" close of the c3re:~1 yo,-;.r. The ",ho,t equiv---.1ent of flour consUmod in Austrt;lia 
ha.s risen at 3.,?proxim=,te1y the s ._'IDO l' -,te ,'.s the Austr,").li :~n popu1 :etion .?end in 1954-55 is 
estimated to h·.we 8xcGecled pre .. ·w,--." consumption by 30 per cont. Consider,1.b1y larger 
gu,mti ties of whe:ct howe beJon fed_ to stocl;: in Austrl1L" in recent yo'~rs then before the 
-'--"..r • 

Ye e:.r 

rT-IBAT ~ l-ill::::::_'~ sorH-Tq PROJU~TIOHq 'R7PORTS-,-2TP COW~T.nJ.fprl'ION g AUSTRl.LIA. 

100 ) (B~se of Indoxes - Aver::go 1936-37 to 1938-39 = 

Human Consumption of ""hoat 
Area SOiAffi Procluction of Export-g of ( Products in Austrn1ia in 

___ f_o_r-.G.r_a_i_n __ + _____ vTh_-_o_~~t(-a-)--_4--i-~h-o-.~-,t~(b __ ) __ ~t~nrm~\8~O~)f~w~h~o~at~;)~(~c~)------
'000 
Acres 

Index 

I I Index 
Million I d Million llillion n ox Index 
Bushels" Bushels Bushels Tot2.1 

Per hond 
of Popul

ation 

Aver;1ge 1Q 36-37 
to 1938-39 13,466 100 164.7 100 105.6 100 30.- 9 100 100 

1946-47 13; 180 98 117.3 71 46.0 44 36.4 117 108 

1947-48 13,880 103 220.1 134 131.8 125 35.3 114 103 

1948-49 12,583 93 190.7 116 120.7 114 35.9 116 102 

1949-50 12,240 91 218.2 n3 120.5 114 37.7 122 104 

1950-51 11,663 87 184.2 112 129.5 123 3(\.5 128 106 

1951-52 10,384 77 150 .7 97 82.0 78 40.1 130 105 

10 52-53 10,209 76 195.2 119 lO2.8 97 39.9 130 102 

1°53-54 ( d) 10,751 80 198.0 120 6803 65 39.1 127 98 

1954-55 (e) :10,499 
, 

78 16606 101 (f) (f) 1 40.2 130 98 I ! ! 

(~) Includes qU[1.nti ties used for stock-fooding cilld for seod. 
(b) Includes Gxports of flour ;,nd bre::,.~dl,st foods in terms of ·Nhe J,t. 

(c) Flour ::.nd br o "'.kf c~s t foods 
( d) Subject to rovision. 
(0) Estimdod. 
(f) Not yot iW[1.i1o.b1e. 

(iii) SUGIR I Fo1Jowing reductions during the w::cr yo::.rs, the 31'8<::' of sugo.r C'3.no cut for 
crushing inCrG~,se~ stw::.dily up to 1952, rising sharply in 19:3 and_ 1954. when it was . ~'8q:l50 
per cont. Tospoctlvely grO:1ter than the ,vern,go aro~~ cut durlng the porlod 1936 to 1~38. 
Production of r<;,w sugt1r) which w~,s :it high 1evo1s during tho threo 88(1S0nS onded 19"50, 
fell sh::1rply to 745,400 tons (94 not ti tTO 1 (7 por cont. less than pTe-wJ.r\ in 1951 9 :J.s i 

" result of drought conditions. This V!,-:"S followed b:T J'Gcord crops of 94.89900 tons, 
l,25 L:-9400 tons 2.nd 1,322,000 tons in terms of 94 net titre for the throe S03.sons 1952 
to 1954. • 

B09;'.u~~e of the reduced 1951 crop, exports of sugJX (including sug2..I' exported 
in m:::.nuf'1.cturod products) in 1q51-52 wero loss them hJ.1f pro-w'--,r but from that yeC'..r 
thoro h1s boen ~ ste:-..dy incro ?se 'md during 1954-55 exports ,'1I'e estimated to h<we ro:::.ched 
2. record figure of 836,lJO tons or 85 per cont :tbove pro-w-,r. Sug::.r consumption per he8.d 
of popuL:!.tion in post-w2.r yo::.rs up to 1951-52 1'1--;'S consider2.bly higher them bofore the 
Wr;:J', st"t:i stics for lCJ52-53 sho'N a return in consumption per ho:::.d to the pre-w::.r level 
but it is possible th::::.t tho a.l1ovnnce for not ;vi thdr:"wals from who Ie s::::.lGrs ' and ret::.ilors~ 
stocks vns lo.rger than estimated resulting in (lctu:--,l consumption being somowhnt gro2.ter. 
In 1953-54 consumption incre~1sed ag,1in to 3 per cent, 'l.bovo tho pre-V!:,r love1.:mcl in 
195'-:-55 pro1iminary estim;)t8s indic:'1.te :", furthor rise of 6 per cent. 

P::l.rticu1:1rs of the areo. of sugo.r Clne out for crushing, ~nd the production 
oxports and consumption of ro.w sug:-::.r o.ro sho"rn in the tn.b10 



8. 
ParticuL1rs of the 3X'oa of sug'1r C2.n8 cut for crushing, a.net the production, 

expol~ts .,-nd consumption of r ~w sugar c,TO shown in t~1e tl.ble below. .. +-~, 

T!,BLE 5. RA1'r ;:;(JGAR " .l\R"S~1. CUT "'OR CRUSHING •. ,<~TT) ":iO"UCTION 2 :SXPOl1TS 

AND COnSUlvIPTIOjIT - .WSTR!\J-lIA 
(B3.se of Index :Numbers Lver8.ge 1936-37 to 1933-39 = 100) 

; Arec. of Sug:3.r Production of I Exports of Consumption of 
Cane Cut for Raw Sugar . 

CT'ul'lhiYlQ' (q11 nAt. titT'p.\ Sup.;::::.r ( a) Sug.:l,r ( (1) 

Yo ",1' Inde:;: 

'000 '000 '000 '000 Per hoo.d 
Index 

tons 
Inclex 

tons 
Index 

tons ' Tot""l of Popul 8,cres 
".ti on 

Averu.go 1936- 37 
. 

. _." 

to 1938-39 258.1 100 804.4 100 451.9 100 346.2 100 100 
1946·-47 221.0 88 551.9 69 , 164.7' 36 432.2 125 114 
1947 48 222.5 86 605.3 15 135.9 30 428.3 124 111 

1948-49 266.3 103 943.1 117 486.5 108 448.1 129 114 
1949-50 281.3 109 937.1 116 504.4 112 443.6 128 109 
1950-51 271.9 105 921.1 115 442.3 98 472.7 

; 

137 112 

1951-52 281. 7 109 745.4 93 221.0 49 496.1 143 :115 
1952-53 (b) 280~0 108 948.9 118 503.0 III 441.4 127 100 
1953--54(b) 340.5 1 132 19 254.4 156 746.6 165 463.9 134 103 
195Lt·-55 (c) I 336.0 150 1;322.0 164 836.1 : 185 4~9.0 144 109 

( a) 

(b) 
(c) 

R,WT 3.nd refined sug,:~r -"nd sug ,1' in manuf·,ctureo. products ",11 in terms of r-..w 
(94 not ti tre). 

Subjoct to revision. 
Estimo,tGd 

(iv) MILK; The number of dair? cows (in milk c,nrt rryJ roso continuously from the lo'.'! 
w:J.r·timo 1evols until J~J.I'ch, 1950, but decline':! in the t'?O -:T')c.rs follo'.ving. In Mcorch, 
1952 (when some major dairying districts were o,ffocted by severe drought) tho numbers 
wero· about 7 per cont. less th~ tho 1.vorc.go number for tho throo 'years 1937 to 1939. 
HOFevor 9 there w'.s ~~ sm:::.l1 incro.J.se in numbers in 1952-53 followed hy 2.. further small 
incro,~s(~ during 1953·~54 C'.1 though tho to t~,l W.'1S still on') par cent bolow the pro-w::r 
ftguro. Following tho subst.J.ntic:l decline in milk productton eturing 1951-52 duo to 
drought conditions in J)Torthern New South "if:l,les 2nd n,ueensl.3nd tho)"o w.:s:~ incro ~.so in 
1952-53 of 16 p~r cent. Howevor, further 3,dYorso rro,=cther conditions d.uring 1953-54 
:1gJ,in ~:.ffected pr00.ucUon. This w::.s follOiered by .:11'1 oxcellont SGCl.son during 1954-55 
rasul tj.ng in whn,t is ,:::.nticip.1torl to be ~'. rocor0. pror,uction,17 per c,:nt :J.boVG tho pro-war 
levol. 

Exports of butter, choese c.nrl. other milk products (oxprosseo. in tGrms 
of milk oQ.uiv~~lont) fell sh,:',rply to 76 per cont. of tho prc-wC"lr level in 1950-51 
miJ.inly boc"l,use of incre:::.serl. consumption rr)sul ttng from tho lifting of butter r~'.tioning 
on 16th June, 1950. In 1951-52 roduced output of milk c:..US00. :1 furthor st2ep f'::11 in 
oxports to 29 por c·::nt. of tho pro-~wU' level. Iifotwi thstanding tho hif;h output in 
1952.-53 9 exports of ,'111 milk products in thd year were only 15 por cent. of '1vorl,go 
Gxports for the years 1936-37 to 1938-39 followed by 2no.thor fc~ll in 1953-54 to 61 
por cont. of thA pro--war levels. It is ostim').tod th',1.t 0::ports rose c\g""dn in 1954-
55 to:.bout 75 per c~nt. of tho previous fig·ure. 

Tot:::..1 consumption of milk (including milk equiv::olont of milk products) 
por h.:no. of popuL:tion sinco tho liftin:~ of butt)r r:1.tioning in Juno, 1950 hi:~s been 
po.lightly highor tha.n bofore' tho W3,r. This, coupl,,( "rj. th tho incro.l.SO in popul'l.tion 
hJ.s c::;.usod :, consider"lblo rise in tot:,] cllL:.n t i ties of mille prCJ(lucts consumed in 
Austr::.li:J., which in 1954-55 woro c.bou+ 34 por c;mt. grolter th.-'..n pre-w:;r. 
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R,Jlov,._,nt p'1rt:iculc;,rs of dcdry COl'! numbers :md prortuction, jxports c·nd 
co1I~umption of milk:.rc shovm below. 

Yejr 

TlillL:rJ 6. ~)AIRY (jON :tl1ITrnC:;RS ~\NJ) prw ")UC 'T'TOn 9 -'~X;?ORTS teHD CONSTJJX?':'IOY OF 

MILK ; AUSTRALIA 

(B,::;se Of Indexos - Avor~G 1216-31 to 1938-39 = 100). 

!Numbor of DairY'Pl"oduction of 
:i7:1)or ts of 

Consumption of Hilk 
Cows (In milk & Milk 

~Ulk ( <:e) 
in 

. Dry) at M 'U'ch ( All Pl1T'i)() Rn R ) Allstralio . ( p.) . _-
1 Index , ! ] ilUon Million 
; 

IndGx 
Million 

", Por Hea d 
1-'000 I,In:'o::e: 

nl10ns 
Indox 

Gallons G::tl10ns Tots.l of Popu I 
I ",t.i n Yl , 

Av')rage 1936-37 
I i 

to 1038-39 3 7 211 100 
I 
1 7 142 I 100 452.2 100 689.4 100 100 

1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 

, 1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 (b) 
1954-55 (c) '. 

3,01 3 94 17 080 I 95 371.4 
3 7 0,3 5 96 1,173 

I 
103 478.9 

3,159 ! 
98 1,213 106 487.7 

3,101 I 99 1,242 I 109 477,5 1 
3,149 98 

I 
1,200 I 105 343.1 

2,('73 93 1,051 92 133.0 
3,087 96 1,218 I 107 336.9 
3,173 99 1,190 I 104 275.9 

, (d) ( d) t 1 ,331 i 117 339.5 

(a) Includes milk 1)r00ucts in terms of milk. 

(b) Subject to r,'?vision. 
(c) :3]stimo.ted. 

(d) Not yet s.v~.:i.bble. 

82 725.1 105 
106 726.6 105 
108 735,5 107 
106 763.2 111 

76 886.3 129 
29 90Lt. 6 131 
75 870.0 126 
61 027.8 135 

! 

75 925.7 134 , 
I I 

(v) K);JF,ND V::jAL, Numbors of cdtla (other thm dr:.iry cO\vs) rose continuously in 
G ,ch po St-Welr YOIr until Y;.rch, 195L This "7,:,S fol101iV8d bv c::' slight <locro -::.so in 
1951-52 owing to tho effocts of drought in no~C'th(;rn beof-pr0clucing :::.I'e-;,s, but tho 
numbors rose in 1952-53 ::~nd ::1.':;:oin ir: 1953-54 roOoching tho rocor0. fir,-llrG of 12.3 
million in March9 1054. 

96 
95 
94 
95 

106 
106 

Q9 
104 
102 

Boof :,md, Vo:>,l Production, fol1oYving tho cLeclin,} in 1951-52, h".s risen 
continuously to em ostimatGd 715,000 tons during 1054--55 an al1--time recorcl. 

'8~-ports of b·'of -md vOJ.l (including c').rc'J.ss eouiv::.lGnt weight of 
c.:mnod mo~,t exports) ,'/hic11 werJ consistontly h:i,{,;hor them rrt'p.-\'L~r exports in o<:'.ch 
post-'.UI YoJ,r up to 1950-51 (lucUn!'1 to 14 p8r ('.ont. less than the prO-1,lIfe:.!' level 
in 1951-52. From th~.t ye;::r hQ"'OVOT, the qu"'.nti ty' eXported ha.s beall at reoord lovels ::md 
in 1954-'-55i8 ostim~1t()d to be 61 por CGn t. ",bovo pr3-'.'1,1r. 

Consum!ltion of 1)onf ~nr'1. VGJ.1 por hoad of popuL1.tion in Austrclia ws.s 
10vrer th::m for th;; p'Y'O-'W:l.l" porio rl 1 b3T 15 :9.Jr cont. in 1953--54 ,,:.no. by 14 'P()r cent. 
in 1954 55.' Owing to thG increase in popuLotton, total sU'T'Jplies consumed ezcoedod 
pro'-'w3.I' consUmption by 11 per cont. in 1953-54~md bYJ.bout 13 por con. in 1054-
55. 

P'=trticulJ.rs ofcC',tt1e numbers '~n(l production, Qxports md consumption 
of boef ~'..nd voa1 (J.ro sho"l!1 in tho fo 110"'ing· to.b1e. 
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TABLE 7. 
Kj:sr ,:!lTD V:8AL \.UST.R.i~LI,\ 

(Bc.se of Indexes - Aver~e 1936-~7 to 1238-32 = 100) 

I No. of Cattle Exports of I 
(other than ~o. of Cattle Production Consumption of Boef 

Sb.ughtored of Beef Beef and 
and Veal in Dairy Cows) Veal 

I at March for Meat and Veal {<,j Australia 
Year Index 

I. '000 '000 '000 Per Head 
I '000 Index '000 Inc,ex tons ~ndex tons Index tons 

Total of Popul-
(b) (b) (b) ation 

Average 1936-37 ,-
to 1938-39 9,933 100 3,605 100 569.1 100 133.6 100 435.5 100 lQO 
1946-47 10,414 105 3, 164 88 

1
487

•
8 86 153.3 115 333.5 77 70 

1947-48 10,700 108 3,378 94 562.0 99 164.3 123 386.8 89 80 
1948-49 10,965 110 3,494 97 577.3 101 152.9 114 432.4 9q 87 
lC)49-50 11,449 115 3?608 100 606.5 107 153.4 115 462.9 106 91 
1950-51 12,080 122 3,735 104 651. 5 114 138.0 103 503.2 116 96 
1951--52 11,921 120 3,686 102 581.9 102 114 .31 86 468.6 108 I 87 
1952-53 112 ,160 122 3,966 110 674.8 119 198.0 14Jl, 480.2 110 37 
1953-54(c) 12,345 124 4,4161 122 !704.3 124 227.71 170 481.6 111 85 
1954-55(cl) i (e) (e) A,454 1 124 i7 15.0 126 161 493.0 113 86 I 215.0

1 I ' ' 
, 

( ['.) Includes exports of canned me "'.t in terms of c::,rc :~ss W0 igh t. 
(b) C 3.I'cJ.s s wo i gh t.' 
(c) Subj ect to rovi sion. 
( d) :Jstimated. 
(e) Not yet aV9.ilable. 

(vi) WITTTTON ""YD LJ\'[B g Particul"rs of shoe~) and lamb numbers ':>,nd mu+ton and lamb 
production, eTports ,'.nd consum1?tion ::..ro sho1;m in the following t,~bl0. Fol101.l\fing tho 
eztromoly low level of s1nushterings __ nd mutton ,:md Lunb production in 1950-51 <.1nd 
1951-52 there waS3.n upw:J,rd trond in SUbsoCl_uont yc:.r, ,~n(l in 1954-55 a post-'.v::r pe8.k 
VVc;'S rc:chod. Exports of mutton "mel l()J1lb represented only 27 por cont. of l)ro-war 
exports in 1951-52 but were 5 per ccmt. gro::.tGr tlJ.,1n t 11e pre--w.::~r level in 195':'-53. In 
1953-54 and 1954-55 thoro was a further decline to 33 per cent. :<.nd ?6 per cent. 
res;?ectivoly below the pre"w:~r level. 8eason,,1 conditions 'l.nd othor f;ctorsc;:\Use 
very pronounced fluctuations in sL:.ughterings i'.nd ox_ports. 

Year 

Averago 1936-37 
to 1938-39 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-52 
1953- 54 (0) 
1954-55 ( d) 

TABLE 8. SHSEP NUMB"R8!,Nn PRODU':TIOY2 nXPORTCi ,\ND COIT'UJ'.ffPTION 
OF HUTTON 'eND Li'\j1l[] . "USTRt-\.LIA 

(B~we of Indexes - Aver:cge 1936-37 to 1938-39 100) 

No.of Shoop 
an d L3.lll b s 
at March 

Mill-
ion 

Index 

111.6 100 
95.7 86 

102.6 92 
108.7 97 
112.9 101 
115.6 104 
117.6 105 
123. 1 110 
126.9 114 
128.4 115 

No. of Shoep Production 
and La.mbs of Hutton 

Sl2.ughterod and Lnmb 
for M02,t 

Mi11-
'000 

Index ~ons Index 
ion 

(b) 

1-8.9 100 319.0 100 
17.9 95 302.6 95 
16.6 88 295.3 93 
18.3 97 320. Ll- 100 
20.3 108 358.1 112 
15.7 83 274.3 86 
16.0 85 282.4 89 
21.8 115 395.1 124 
21.0 111 364.8 114 

! 21, 9 116 1376. oj 118 I 

COt) Includes exports of cL1.nned mei"t in 
(b) C['XC2"SS weight. 
(0) Subject to rovision. 
( d) lDs tim 2" te d. 

-Cx;?orts of 
Mutton Ci.nd , 

L2mb 
1.0. 

'000 
tons Index· 
(b) i 

88.8 100 
80.3 90 
59.0 66 
54.3 61 

101.6 114 
34.2 39 
83.8 27 
93.3 105 
59.1 67 
66.0 74 

Consumption of 
Mutton 8.nd L8.IDb 

in AustrC11iCl. 

'000 
Indox 

Por Ho['..d 
tons 

, To tal of Popul-(b) ' ation 

230.2, 100 100 
231.4 101 92 
241.5 In 5 94 
256.7 112 98 
264.5 115 98 
236.4 103 85 
248. 3 108 87 
306.1 133 105 
315.0 137 106 
321. 0 1 139 105 

terms of c:,.rCQSS weight. 
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(~r) OTHER E,OOJ) PRO'r)uCTS ~ Pp"rticulars of the production 9 exports ::md consumption of 
other food products J,re shown in deta.il in l.,tersections of this Bulletin. Tho production 
of pigme:1ts incre~~sed slightly during 1953-54 on the levol of the provious year9 cis did 
tho production of eggs. Tho production of pot'.to:Js w:-.s the grG:ltest since thG high 
levels of tho closing ye.ers of the w-::,r.·, FrGsh frui t productio~ w::.s ,~ rocorn, in 1953-54 
and tho output of dried vine frJi t 1N,~~S.l no,',;~ record bein:':i o~~cGGdoa. only by the proc'luction 
during 1943. The;, output of dr~ed trr)o fruit w,1,S11so 'J.t rolJ,tively high leveL 

(viii) CONSUMP'I'ION OF FOO:iJSTUTi'Fi~ ~. Dek~ilw of tho cQnsumption of fo,odstuffs D..nd bever,~'.s·es 
expressed in pounds por hetd. of population per ,::mnum ,]'Te shown in fourteon commodi ty 
groups in tho following t:J.ble for the :J,veriJ.go of the throo yeJ,.l"S 1936-37 to 1938-39 9 the 
aver?go of thG three yG~rs 1946-47 to 1948-!t9::,nd for each YOLI!: 1951-52 to 1°53-54. 
APp""rent confmnrption por hOJ,d of popuL:tion W,J.S gene:rally high~r in 1953-54 than in tho 
previous yo ,~r in the C','.so of most foodstuffs! tho l[,rgGst incro~8Gs being in respect of 
sug:;,rj white pot},toes 9 pork 9 bu:tter 9 pulse ,,,nel nuts'9 ci trus ,~nd other. frosh fruit a.nd 
vo:,<:ot ,bIos. Tho princip:?,l foodstuffs for which docre ,::.sos in consumption pO::P ho::d 'yore 
recordari worE: L;mb. c:.:;.nnGd frui t9 vegotn.~'los :~nd flour. 

The estim,ted qu:mti ties of foodstuffs entoring consumIltion shown in thu v:l.I'ious 
t:c.bles throughout this report :-;:ro ovr,r-st::oted. by tho inclusion 0:;: food which h2.s boen 
e:z-oortod in tho form of indivin:u:'11 gifts forw'C'Xdod by p'..rcol Dost to the United Kingdom 
'-'nil. elsowhore ovorso~~s. Tho qU:1nti ty involved ro~'.chod :"" po:c.k of 10 9 aOO' tons in 1947 but 
from thc::t Y0".:CT it. commenced todoclino. As from 3eIltembor 9 1951 complote d"-t1. e .. ro not 
,wJ.il:::.ble but it is officL;.lly recongnized th3t tho downw!1rd trond has continueclo 
Furthor reforGnco to this schewe "-nd the Food for B:ri t:1in F'und j which cOJ.sod oper,-:,tions 
on 11th Novemb :rj 1950j will bo found in o".rlior issueR of this Bulletin. 
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13. 

LEVEL OF NUTRIENT INTAKE 

In order to (letermine 1Nhether tho quanti ties of tho v::.r~.ous foodstuffs 
p:::.ssing into consumption .;ce lik81y to be suJ"'ficient for ;:odec~u;J.te nutri. tion, it is 
necessary to convert food.stuffs into nutrients. The b3sis for the c::clcul2.tions 
in this section of the Bulletin hcwe been chc:.nged since the last issue. Tho figures 
c.t'o now bE'l.sed on conversion f.lctors c",lcul,ted from tho T:ble of Composition of 
Austr·:'.li'1n Foods, (Ani t:, Osmond ano. ~i[inifred 'Hlson, Cwborro., 1954) 'J.nd comp:-::.risons 
v'i th yo:-;;rs prior to 1952--53(which hc.s boen rovised 0):'1 this bel-sis) :'Xo not, thorefore 
ontiroly v ,lid. Howovor J with -the e>:coption of thG f:Lguross·hown f'or Vitamin A ''''hich 
ho.ve beon rovised on tho nev' b:.sis for all ye?rs shovm :-::.nd are consequently directly 
comp2XJ.ble wi -th o::rlior figures, the ch:?nge in b:.1sis in the 1952-53 and 1953-54 figures 
d.oGs. not s()riously 8.ffGct compc..risions with oJ.rlior yeo.rs. The nutri tive v[,lues of 
the food pessing int0 consum1?tion during the YOeli' 1953-54 are shol'm in T2,ble 10 
following, with comp"risons for provious Y08,rs in TJ,ble 11 .~nd. vvith other countries 
in Table~ 12. 

Al though :J. compc:rison mo." bc! m'1de botween the estimJ.te of nutrient 
int:::ke ,:;,no. thoorotic[~l roquiroments, no conclusions rr}gr:rding the nutri tionalstatus 
of the coml1".uni ty should be drcwm from t1.is com:OSITison, bec::'.use of tho l::,ck of 'DrocisG 
infol'mation concorning tho hum8.n rGquiremen ts of certain nutrients. rphe Nutri tion 
Commi tteo of the N_,tion3.l Hse,l th "l.nd Medical Research Council of Austr'1.1i'1, ho.s drawn 
up d tJ.ble of RecommGnrtecL Diotoxy Allow,mcosJ.s :;. ba.sis for the 'Dlo.nntng of cliDts? and 
'1ny comp.~~risons notod in ~hi8 section r;for to thos(J roconmondcct :1l1o'lIf;.ncos. (Tho 
Modi:ce .. l Journ:~l of ~\ustrn.li2.9 1954, ~,rolumo 2, P~go 113). 

The following notos summ:;,risos tho principd ch~:.ngos during the year 
1953-51+ 'in compo.rison ',;:i.th 1952-53. 

CLLORIES 

of tho 
dny.: 
with :;. 

The numb~r of c,lories availnblo, mO::1suring tho enorgy-yiolding vJ.lue . 
(~iet9 h.::.s ri son, bringj.ng it to 0. high lovel of 3, 330 c.:~lorios por ho::.d per 
This w~s principally tho result of incre~sod supplies of pr3.cticully ~ll foods, 
p:.U'ticuL~r incro:,:;,sG in consumption of buttor, m-:.rg~'.rino, pot;"tCloscnd fruit. 

The int::.ke of 0.11 nutrients W3.S high~r th,?n th::;..t of the 9rovious yo:',r, 
commionsur J.to '"ri th tho increo.se in cr .. lorios. \ 

ASCORBIC ·CT" (VITAMIN C). 

There,w,:"s o.n incror.l.se in th;; int:.ko of '1.scorbic 2"cid:.s .S'. rosult of 
tho incre;·'.Re in consumption of potJ.toos, frosh citrus frui ts"..nd othor fruits. 

As no deductions h:wc boon m.cdo for lossos of this vi t:vnin in cooking, 
tho ::.,ctu·,l :intnke w':'.s likoly to bo lowor thrm ths estim3.to0 figuro, but nevertheless 
highor thr'.!l the recommended '1.11'oVir ::mco of 30 Mg. por dew for 0.11 groups other thnn 
pregn'!.nt :,nd l.~ct .. ting 'Nomen C',ncl ndoloscen ts. 

C.iLQIUM 

The int·:;lcG of co.lcium shows:m incro:-..sc to tho.t of 1952-53 due to an 
incroase in consum9tion of chcosc;~nd processed milks. 

VITAMIN A 

1.i\fi th tho use of nev.' nutriont conversion f"ctors the Vitamin A V::luos 
appear much higher th·?n those shown in eo,rlior Bullotins but int±e was in fact 
somnwhJ,t lower in 1953-54 tha.n in pr vious ye:'.rs (othor tho.n 1952-53 which 'Nt:.S :;.t 
;?,b'mt tho S TIlO lovel J.S 1953-54). Thoro w"s o.n increC'..so in consumption of buttor, 
t::cble m.::'.rg:]ine, offal 2.nd fruit comp.:.;..red "Ii th lQ52-53. This incrof1s0 offset tho 
continuing downw-;.rd trond in tho consum]!tion of groen ~"nd yellow voget:lblos. 

Thero W . .i.S no signific~nt ch::::nge in tho intlke of othArnutrionts. 
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SOURCE OF PRINCIPAL NUTRlENTS: AUSTRALIA 
PRE-WAR AND 1953-54 

PROTEIN 

50 

25 
MILK 

~PRE-WAR 01953-54 

PRE -WAR - AVERAGE 1936- 37 TO 1938- 39 

TOTAL 

GRAMMES 
160 

120 

80 

40 

TOTAL 

01~~~L-~~~~~~~~~--

GRAMMES 
480 

360 
CARBOHYDRATE 

240· GRAIN 

120 

SUGAR & 
SYRUPS 

MILLlGRAMMES 
100 

PRODUCTS 

OTHER 

75 
ASCORBIC ACID 

50 

LG.Y. 
POTATOES VEGETABLES 

TOMATOES & 
25 CITRUS 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

INTERNATIONAL 
UNITS 
9600 

VITAMIN A 
7200 

4800 

2400 

4000 

3000 

2000 

1000 

CALORIES 

GRAIN 
SUGAR & PRODUCTS 

SYRUPS 

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA,A.C.T. JULY, 1955 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 
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3. PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION AND CONS1.l1'O?TION OF INDIVIDUAL COJlvTII10DITIES 

(i) Milk and Milk Products (Excluding Butter) 

17. 

The production of whole milk for all pu:rposes during the year 1953-54 was 
approximately 1,190.4 million gallons. This was 28.0 million gallons (2 per cent.) leea 
than the output -d'lq-ing 1952-53, but 35~3 million gallons (3 per cent.) greater than the 
average output for the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49. 

DUring the three years ended 1938-39, 78 per cent. of Australia's milk supply 
was USed for-butter-making, :3 per cent. for chee Se manufacture, 3· per cent. for condensery 
products and ,14 per cent. for fluid consumption and other purpo se s. In more recent years, 
however, there has been a considerable decline in the use of milk for butter, the 
proportions in 1953-54 being 63 per cent. for butter, 9 per cent. for chee'se, 6 per cent. 
forcondensery products and 22 per cent. for other purposes. The most notable change has 
occurred in the proportions used for other purpo'Sles (mainly for consumptions as fluid 
whole milk), which increased from 14 per cent. of total production in 1938-39 to 22 per 
cent. in 1953-54 • 

. , 
'" Details of the q,uantity of whole milk produced and used for. various purposes 

in the year'~ -1949-50 to 1953-54 are shown in the follovving table in compari son with the 
average for t~e three ye?rs 1936-37 to 1938-39, and the average for three years 1946-47 
to 1948-49. 

Ave'J!age 
Ave;rage 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 

. T.A]LE 13 PRODUCTION & UTILIZATION OF 'VEOLE MILK AUSTRALIA 
( 1000 Gallons) 

i 
.l - . .. 

Quanti ty used for -
Total 

I i I Year ilifho Ie Mi lk Butter Cheese 
Produced (Factory (Factory Condensery I 

& Farm) & Farm) 
Products 

1936-37 to 1938-39 1,141 ,776 891 ,155 54,933 33,226 
1946-47 to 1948-49 1,155,130 740,857 91 ,642 78,739 

1,241 ,759 806,682 96,757· 89,56 5 
1,199,716 762,692 96,532 84,828 
1,051 ,287 .. 630,771 87,360 76,324 
1,218,371 775,136 100,224 83,411 

1953-54 (a) 1,190,41 5 747,687 106,191 73,230 

(a) Subject to revision. 

Other 
PurpoF.les 

161,862 
243,892 
248,755 
255,664 
256,832 
259,600 
263,307 

Details of the production and utilization of milk and milk products (excluding 
butt'er) are shown in the table below for the year 1953-54 in comparison with the earlier 
periods ewecified. 

During 1953 - 54 production of powdered milk at 37,600 tons, was only 2 per 
cent. leS6 than' the re-oord production during 1952- 53. The production of condensed 
and concetrated milk was approximately 10,000 tons (14 per cent.) less than the q,uanti ty 
produced during the two previous years, and the output of infentsl and invalidsl foods at 
1l,600tons, while being 1,600 tons greater than the previous year, was 500 tons less 
than the record production of 1951-52. The output of all preserved milk products expressed 
in terms of whole milk eq,uivalent amounted to 73.2 million gallons, which wa"3 10.2 million 
gallons (12 per cent.) less than the previous year and 16.3 million gallons (18 per cent.) 
less than the record production of 1949-50. 

Follovving the large increases in production of condensery products since the 
pre-wa.r years, the quanti ties of the Be items exported have shown corresponding increa.seR, 
more noticeable since 1947-48. Exports of powdered milk during 1953-54 at 23,600 tons 
(repre3enting 63 per cent. of total produ0tion) vrere only slightly below the 1952-53 
re co I'd fi gure • 

The production of cheese in 1953-54 at 49,200 tons was 2,600 tons (6 per cent.) 
greater than in 1952-53 when the previous record was established. Exports rose from 
18,100 tons in 1951-52 to 23,800 in 1952-53 but foIl slightly to 23,000 tons during 1953-54 
and were below the level recorded in the immediate pOAt-war years. 



18. TABLE 14 PRODUCTIoN AliJ"j) 1JTILIZATION OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

. (EXCLUDING BUTTER)g AUSTRALIA 

Parti culare 
Average 

1946-47 to 
1 

1951-52 

FLUID WHOLE MILK (Million gallons) 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 1 142 

To tal Supp Ii e Sg 1,142 1,155 1,051 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 922 811 
Australian Consumption (c) 161 233 240 

CONDENl3ED j\.lf"D CONCENTRATED MILK (1000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) (e) (-) 101 (-) 0.5 
Production 21.7 6. 69.2 

Total SU1212lie Sg 21.7 58.0 69.7 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 8.5 32.4 31.6 
Australian Consumption 13.2 25.6 38.1 

1952-53 

218 

1,218 

976 
242 

68.2 

40.7 
27.5 

'~.' 

1953-54 
(a) 

1 1 0 

1,190 

945 
245 

(-) l.ft 

60.7 

27.7 
33.0 

--------------------------~----------~--------~--------~--------~--------
POWDERED MILK (f) (1000 tons) 

Net change in stocks (d 
Production 

Total SU12121iesg 

Expprts (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

(e . '" 
21.6 26.1 37.8 

12.5 25.7 
13.6 12.1 

INF .A1TTS' AND INVALIDS I FOODS (IliJ"CLUDING MALTED MILK (g) ( 1000 tons) 

Net Change in Stocks (d) 
Production 

Total SUP121iesg 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in Stocks (d 
Production 

Total SUP121iesg 

Exports (incl. Ships' Srtores) 
Australian Consumption 

Subjeot to revision. 

(e) (:.. ) 
3.2 

3.2 

0.2 
3.0 

CHEESE (, 000 tons) 

0.2 
.3 

9.5 

5.2 
4.3 

(-) 009 
l2~ 1 

13.0 

6.4 
6.6 

18.1 
22.8 

(-) 

(a) 
(b) Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and condensed, etc. 

milk products and consumed as ffi'Veet cream. 
( c) Includes slllall Quantities of milk consumed as ice cream" for 

1.0 I 
10.0 

ll.O 

5.4 
5.6 

miscellaneous manufacturing pUrpO!5eS and fed wbole to livestock. 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

Including imports. 
Not available. 
Excludes Powdered Butter Milk and Wiley. 
Includes small quantities of non-fat malted milk .. 

+ 

(- ) 

0.8 
37.6 

36.8 

23.6 
13.2 

1.7 
1l.6 

13.3 

5.8 
7.5 

23.0 
26.1 
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19. 
In the next table details of the estimated supplies of milk and milk products 

'-~excluding butter) . available for consumption per head of population are shown for the 
years 1951-52 to 1953-54 in compari son with the average for the three years ended 
1938-39, and the average for the three years ended 1948-49-

TABLE 15 SUPPLIES OF JlrITLK AND MILK PRODUCTS. (F.Jt:CLUDING BUTTER) 

.A.V AILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA 

(lbo per head per annum) 

Average i Average I 11953-54 I 
Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 
Fluid Whole Milk -

Estimated Weight (b) 240.2 311.6 
Actual quantity in gallons (23.4) (30.4) 

Fresh Cream 6.4 1.5 
Condensed Milk: 

F'ull Cream -
Unsweetened l Swee;tened 3.2 4.0 

Skim Sweetened 

Concentrated Vrhole Milk (c) 1.1 3.5 
.Powq.ered Milk - Full Cream 2.6 3.2 

Skim - 0.6 

Infants' and Invalids' Foods 
(Including Malted Milk) (d) 1.0 1 .. 3 

Cheese 4.4 5.6 

Total - As Milk Solids ~ e) 39.3 49.1 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Estimated weight of a gallon of milk, 10.25 lb. 
(c)-Mainly consumed as ~~CG creamo 
(d) Includes small quantities of non-fat malted mille. 

288.0 
( 28.1) 

2.0 

5.6 

4.4 

2e8 
0.8 

1.7 
6.0 

47.2 

(e) The total figures are in terms of milk solids. Figures for 
individual commodt ties are actual net vreights. 

283.9 281.9 
(27.7) (27.5) 

2.0 2.0 

3.4 3.8 

3.7 4.4 

2.5 2·5 
0.6 0.7 

1.4 1.9 
5._9_ 6.6 

45.2 45.9 

The consumption per head of fluid milk increased from 240.2 lb. pre-war to a 
peak of 318.8 lb. in 1948-49, but has since steadily declined to 281.9 lb. in 1953-54. 
Consumption per head in the latter year was 12 per cent .. less than the peak in 1948-49, 
but 17 per cent. greater than pre-war.. These trends in fluid milk consumption are 
largely reflected in' can sump tion of all milk and milk products (excluding butter) 
which increased from 39.3 Ib" (as milk solids) pre-war to 49.8 lb. in 1948-49 but 
subsequently declined to 45 .. 2 in 1952.53. There was a small ri se in 1953-54 to 
45.9 lb., the drop in whole milk being more than offset by increases in manufactured 
milk products. 

(ii) Meat 

Production of meat (bone-in weight)in Australia during 1953-54 is estimated 
at 1,153,500 tons exclusive of approximately 57,700 tons of edible offal. This was 
slightly above the previous record level achieved in 1952-53, 23 per cent. above average 
prod~c7i0nc Qver the three years ended 1948-49, and 17 per cent. above average 
productions for the '~:lTee years ended 1938-j)l. 

The production of beef and veal was also a record at 704,300 tons, thi s being 
29,500 tons (4 per ce,1-:j .. ) ~bove~":3 ;;::;: .. cviou.I3~Y a.c~ioved in 1952.-53,and 161,900 tons 
(30 per cent.) above the average for the three years ended 1948-49. 

During 1953-54 there was a decline in the production of mutton ~nd lamb compare( 
wi th the previous year amounting to 30,200 tons or 8 per cent., 237,600 tons of mutton 
and 127,300 tons of lamb being produced during the twelve months. Mutton was 61,100 tons 
(35 per cent.) above average production for the three years ended 1948-49, while lamb 
was 2,300 tonf) below production during the same period. 

The production of pork increased during 1953-54 to 34,400 tons which was 3,900 
tons or 13 per cent. above production for the previous year. Thi s was also above average 
production for the three years ended 1948-49 by 2,900 tonI'.! or 9 per cent., but below 
average production for the immediate pre-war period by 1l,000 tons or 24 per cent. 



20. 
Bacon and 4arn production at 36,700 tons was 5 per cent. below that for ~~, 

previous year, and was also considerably below the aver2,ge production of 45,100 tons 
over the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49_ 

The production of edible offal, YlThich is not included wi th the carcass 
weight, isestimctted at 57,700 tons in 1953-54 compared with 55,700 tons in 1952-53 and 
average production of 48,000 tons during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39_ 

Comparative details of the production of each clas1:! of meat are shown in the 
table below. 

T.AJ3LE 16 g PRODUCTION OF MEAT (BONE-IN 'iiEIGHT) g AUSTRALIA 
('000 Tons) 

I 
Average Average I I 

1953-54 
Class of Meat 1936-37 to 1946-47 to I 1951-52 1952-53 (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 
Beef and Veal 569.1 542.4 581.9 674.8 704.3 

Mutton 201.4 176.5 175.8 249.0 237.6 

Lamb 117.6 129.6 106.5 146.1 127..3 

Pork (b) 45.4 31.5 35.0 30.5 34.4 

Bacon and Ham(Cured Weight) (c) 32.5 

I 
45.1 36.6 38.5 36.7 

Total Pigmeats (as Pork) 94.1 92.8 84.8 82.9 84.4 

Totalg 982.2 941.3 949.0 1,152.8 1,153.5 
-
Offal (Edible) 48.0 45.9 46.7 55.7 57.7 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Includes estimates for trimmings from baconer carcasses. 
(c) Includes pressed and canned bacon and ham converted to bone-in weight. 

Particulars of the production and utilization of meat are shown in the two 
tables following. In the first table separate details are given for each class of 
carcaSs meat, distinguishing between the ca.uantities exported or consumed as fresh or 
frozen meat and the ca.uantities used for canning and curing. The second table shows 
parti culars of the production and utilization of total ca.rcass meat, canned meat and 
bacon and ham and of a.l1 meat (excludlng offal) expressed in terms of carcass 
eca.uivalent weighte 

During 1953-54 the exports of carcass meat, showed a considerable increa!"le 
. on the previouB years, 207,500 tons bone-in weigt leaving the country, thi s being 

35,400 tons cr 21 per cent. more than during 1952-53. The increase wa3 due entirely to 
c. C3 pe::, CO!1 t" i:.')):·eal39 in beof and veal, other typos decreasing, mutton by 31 per cent., 
10:::; b:" 49 per co:::.1; .. s Xli pork by 20 per cent. Although exports as a whole during 
1953-54 were greater than for any other post-war year, they were still 7 per cent. 
below the average for the three years ending 1938-39- There has, however, be~n 
rema:rlcable expansion in the exports of canned i meat which ro se trom 5,500 tons pre-war 
to 90,000 tons during 1952-53, but falling during 1953-54 to 65,000 tons. 

Total meat exports (including canned and cured meat expre ssed in terms of 
carcass meat), are estimated at 309,800 tons in 1953-54, which was slightly below the 
record eXIlorts of the previous year. 

AUstralian consumption of meat (including cured and canned in terms of 
li8,.l'CaSS weight) was 866,800 tons in 1953-54 compared wi th 847,900 tons in 1952-53 and 
average consumption for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 of 706,600 tons. 
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TABLE 17 PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF CARCASS MEAT (a) AUSTRALIA 
21. 

Particulars 

Net Change in Stocks c 
Production 

Total Supyliesg 

Exports (incl. Ships'Stores) 
Mi,scellaneous Uses (e) 
Australian Consum tion 

Net·Change in Stocks (c) 
Production 

To tal SuWli e s: 

E.."'Cpo r ts 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
",ustralien Consum-ption 

(, 000 tons, Bone-in weight) 

Average 
, 

Average 
1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938-39 1948-49 

BEEF AND VEAL 

120.8 
18.0 
0.3 

, MUTTON 

(d) ! (-) 
201.4 

201.4 

17.3 
-

184.1 

101.6 
66.6 

372.7 

0~5 
176.5 

177.0 

14.8 
8.2 

1')4.0 

1951-52 

51 .. 7 
81.2 

4 2.8 

1(+) 5.2 
I 175.8 

170.6 

2.6 
12.4 

155.6 

i 

1952-53 

668.8 

96.1 
106.0 

66.7 

(+) 0.5 
245L.0 

248.5 

36.0 
19.5 

193.0 

1953-54 
(b) 

711.4 

i (-) 7.2 
237.6 

244.8 

24·9 
15.5 

204.4 

Net, Change in Stocks (d) 1(-) , 1.5 ! (+) 3.6 (-) 4.7 1 (+) 0.7 
Production 117.6 129.6 

Total Suppliesg 117.6 131.1 

Exports' 71.6 45.0 
Australian Consumption 46.0 86.1 

PIGJ!!lEATS (AS PORK) 

Net 'Ghange in Stocks (d) 1(-) 1.2 
Production 94.1 92.8 

To tal Supp Ii e s~ 94.1 94.0 
" . 

Exports 13.7 6.3 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 48.6 63.4 
Australian Consumption (g) 31.8 24.3 

TOTAL CARCASS MEAT 

Net Change in Stocks (c) ! (d) 
Production 982.2 

Total Suppliesg 982.2 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 223.4 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 66.6 
Australian Consumption 692 .. 2 

Excludes offal. 
Subject to revi sion. 
Includes imports. 
Not available. 
For, canning. 
For canning and curing. 

(-) 1.7 
941.3 

943.0 

167.7 
138.2 
637.1 

106.5 146.1 

102.9 150.8 

1l.3 38.4 
91.6 112.A 

f(+) 0.4, 1(+) 0.7 
84.8 82.~ 

84.4 82.2 

1.7 1.5 
55.1 58.0 
27.6 22.7 

I (-~) 5.4 (+) 2.5 
949.0 1.152.8 

943.6 1t150.3 

67.3 172.1 
148.7 183.4 
727.6 794.8 

(a) 
(b) 
( c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) Consumption as pork, including Smal1goods and estimates 

for timmings from baconer carcasse s. 

127.2 

126.5 

19.7 
106.8 

(-) 1,1 
84.4 

85.5 

1.2 
54.0 
30.3 

i(-) 14.7 
1.1')3."5 

1,168.2 

200.4 
147.9 
819.9 



22. TABLE 18 PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF MEAT (a) AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 

Average Average 
P arti oular s 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938-39 1948":'49 

... CARCASS MEAT (Bone-in Weight) 

Net Change in Stocks c 
Production 

Total Supplies; 

Exports (incl. Shipsl Stbres) 
Mi sce 11 ane 0 us Uses (e) 
Australian Consum tion ' 

Net Change in Stocks c 
Production 

Total. Supplies; 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Australian ():)naumtion 

943.0 

223.4 167.7 
66.6 138.2 

6 2.2 637.1 

CANNED MEAT ( Canned Weight) 

2.8 
.0 

12.0 51 .8 

5.5 
6. 

1951-52 

943.6 

BACON AND HAM (Cured Wei gh t ) 

Ne·t Change in Stocks (0) (d) 
Production 32.5 

Total Su,pplies~ 32.5 

Exports (i~cl. Ships' Stores) 1.0 
Mi·scellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian Consum~tion 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

To tal Sgpplie Sl 

-
31.5 

TOTAL MEAT (In tenns of 

- (+) 0.2 
45.1 36.6 

45.1 36.4 

3.1 2.8 
2.1 6.1 

39.9 27.5 

938.6 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (g) 232.4 238.0 155.4 
Australi an Cons tion .8 706.6 8 • 2 

(a) Excludes offal. (b) Subject to revision.. (c) Includes imports. 

1952-53 

1,150.3 

172.1 
183.4 

• 8 

98.4 

(-)'0.7 
38.5 

39.2 

2.0 
8.9 

28.3 

314.0 
8 

(d) Not 

1953-54 
(b) 

1,168.2 

200.4 
141.9 
81 • 

3.4 
6 • 

72.9 

65.0 
• 

(+) 0.5 
36.7 

36.2 

1.7 
6.5 

28.0 

available. (e) Used :for canning and curing. (f) For canning. (g) Canned and cured 
meat i IS included at its carcass equivalent weight. 

Details of the supplies of meat available for consumption per head of 
population are ~ovm in the following table. 

The basic data relating to supplies of meat moving into consumption are given 
in terms of primary distribution weight, i.e. on a cold carcass weight basis, as this is 
a convenient measure for the compari son of the weights of meat consumed in different 
fonns. For example, some 2! lb. of carcass meat are required to produce 1 lb. of canned 
(x)l'ned beef,. although some o-f the fat does not go into the canned product but remains 
available for consumption or for export separately. Carcass vteight indicate s "t;luanti ty" 
from the production point of view; retail weight represents "quanti tyll from the retail 
purchase point of view; edible weight represents "quantity" from the consumption point 
of view and is used in the calculation of nutrients. 

Meat rationing in Australia commenced on 17th January, 1944, and terminated on 
21st Junet 1948. Details of the ration scales operating during this period were given 
in Section 5 of Report No.2. 



·-4 As a result of the rationing of meat, the coni:lumption per head fell during the 
1939-45 War and immediate po st-war years, and .. haS·· sisae~-·:r.·Emfainn. at a lower level than 
pre-war. Consumptions in 1953- 54 "vas 228.6 lb. per haed G,arcas,s weight. This is slightly 
higher than the pr.ovioue year when 227.7 lb .. were consumed and is also higher than any 
other post-war year wi th the exoeption of 1949-50 when consumption was 232.9 lb. per head. 

Beef and veal consumpticf:n per head' increased. continuously from 86.7 lb. 
(carcass weight) in 1945 to 131.6 lb. in 1950-51. However, during the following three 
years, consumption was lower at 118.9 lb., 119.7 lb. and 120.4 lb. respectively. The 
consumption of mutton at 5104 lb. per head carcass weight 'during 1953-54, while being 
above the level of po st-war years was sti 11 low compared with pre-war (59.8 lb.). Lamb 
consumption reached a post-war peak during 1952-53 at 28.8 lb. per head, but fell again 
dUring 1953-,54 to 26.4 lb. This was cC?nsiderably above the pre-war level. 

Pork consumption (at 5.8 lb. per head) in 1952-53 Was at the lowest level 
recorded for any post-war year, but increased hi 1953-54 to 7.6 Ib.per head the highest 
recorded since the war. The particulars relating to pork 'consumption embrace all pig 
meats other than bacon and ham and inoludo that used for SInall goods. .At 7.0 lb. :per head, 
bacon and ham consumption is 45 per cent. below the 1946-47 peak of 12.7 lb. 

Owing to di-rrergent cutting practices 'by various butchers i,n this country and 
because of the difficulty of clearly defining the term "retail weight of meat", it is 
considered impracticable to derive a satisfactory factor for the purposes of. expressing 
estimated meat consumption in terms of retail weight. Depending on cutting practices 
empJ.('jT8d a."l.d whether or not bones etc. sold to custome'rS are included in retail weight 
of meat, the retail weight as a proportion of carcasS weight ranges from about 60 per 
bent. to 75 per cent. fo r beef, from so per cent. to 95 per cent. for mutton and lamb and 
from 90 per cent. 1;0 95 per cent. for pork. However, approximate estimates of the 
edible weight of meat con~umed have been used for thepurpo se of calculating nutrient 
intake. ' 

TABLE 19 g SUPPLIES OF l1'lEAT, (nrCLUJ)DW CURED, CAtJb'ED AND EDIBLE OFFAL) 

AV AILA.BLE FOR COlifSm:IPTION,: AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 
, . Average AYf?rage 

" Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946":'47 to 1951-52 195~153 
1953-54 

, ' , (a) 
1935-39 ~ 1~48"'49l (~ 

:Beef' and Veal (b) 144.1 ' 10S.9 118.9 119.7 120.4 

Mutton (b) 59.8 45 .. 1 40.9 49.5 51.4 

Lamb, (b) .... i 15.0 " 25.2 24.0 2S.8 26.9 

Pork ( ) \b 10.4 7.1 7.3 5.8 7.6 

Offal 8.4 809 9.1 10.3 10.5 

Canned Meat" ( c) ,,( d) 2.6 2.5 2.0 2.0 

IBacon and Ham -' 10.2 1l.7 7.2 7.3 7.0 

i Total 

(a) 
(b) 
( c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 

(b) (f) 

Subject to rev~ Slon. 
Carcass weight. 
Canned weight. 

253.0 

Includes under fr~sh meat 
Cured weighto 
Included Offal .. 

215.7 214.S 227.7 228.6 

at its carcass weight. 

.// /~-" 

-----------------------------------------------



(iii) Poultry, (jame and Fi sh 

Although de;tails of the quanti ties of poultry and game entering consumption 
in Australia cannot be measured precisely, evidence available suggeBts that consumption 
during the years, 1945 to 1947-48 was higher than in previous years owing to the 
shortage of foodstuffs for poultry, resulting in the disposal of surplus "birds for table 
use and the.dem~d for meat off the ration. 

While'reliable details are not readily available and figures quoted are 
possibly deficient, available da:ta indicate that since lifting of meat rationing on 
21st June, 1948 there has been a fall in the consumption of poultry and game per head, 
whic):l is estimated at 15.1 lb. oarcass weight (8.8 lb. edible weight) during each of the 
years 1948-49 to 1953-54 compared with 16.1 lb. carcass weight (9. 3 lb. edible weight) in 
1947-48 and average xonsumption of 9.7 lb. carcass weight (5.6 lb. edible weight) during 
the three years ended 1938-39. 

Although an important foodstuff in many countries, fish is not a staple 
item in the diet of Australians. During the war while meat was rationed, the demand for 
fish increased,', but owing to shortage of manpower and equipment, production declined, 
and it continued to b~ in short supply. Away from the seaboard, fish is considered 
somewhat o,f a luxury. ' 

The production offi sh in Australia over tha last few years has generally 
increased. During 1952-53 the recorded ca.tch was 81.3 million lb. (fresh round weight), 
but during 1953-54 there was a drop of 6 per cent. to 76.4 million lb. These figures 
eX0lude the catch by fishermen other than commercial fishermen, the production by 
"amateurs" being estima.ted as equal to 10 per cent.' of commercial production for the 
purpose of this report. ,The production of crustaceans and molluscs during 1953-54 
totalled

r
.35.3 million lb. (fresh round weight), this being 4.5 million lb. (15 per cent.) 

greater "than 1952-53. The consumption of ;fresh fish per head of population, at 5.5 lb. 
edible weight during 1953-54 was 7 per cent. greater than that of the previous year. The 
increase was due to a substantial increase in imports of fre sh fi sh (to 28.7 million lb. 
fresh round weight from 17.6 million lb. during 1952-53), following the ending of import 
restrictions which more than offset the decrease in local production. Separate data 
for fresh and cured fish are not available prior to 1950-51 but consumption of the latter 
since that J'QW, ba.s decreased froo 1.0 lb. to 0.8 lb. per head. The consumption of 
crustaceans and mollusos per haad has remainded fairly stea.dy. 

Prior to the wa.r, the consumption of canned fi sh in Australia was almo st 
entirely from imported supplies. Since the war, fiih canning in Australia has shown 
a marked development and in 1951-52, 22 per cent. of total canned fish consumed was from 
local supplies. FollOwing the substantital reduction in imports during 1952-53 ~o only 
25 per cent. of the average of the two previous years) there was a return during 1953-54 
t?wards the level of recent years, although imports still only amounted to 15.2 million 
lb. as compared with approximately 22 million lb. during 1950-51 and 1951-52. During 
1953-54 32 % of canned fish consumed was from local supplies consumption per head being 

,2.5 lb. (0.8 lb. local and 1.7 lb. imported) •. 'While this was almost twice the previous 
years, it was still well below the immedia.te pre-war period and. the po at-war years~ 

Total consumption of fish. (including canned) during 1953-54 is estimated 
at 85.5 million lb. edible weight (9.6 lb. per head) as compared with 69.9 million lb. 
edible weight (8.0 lb. per head) in the previous year. This is equivalent to 
approximately 168.9 million lb. fresh round weight and 141.8 million lb. fresh round 
weight respectively. Most of the increase occurred in OcUlned fish as mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph. 



, Particulars of the estimated supplies of each commodity included in this group 
a;~ilable for consumption during the th::'ee pre-war years, the three po at-war years and 
in each year 1951-52 to 1953-54 are shown in the table below. 

TABLE 20 g SUPPLIES OF POULTRY, GAME AND FISH AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annU!ll) 

Commodity 
! Average 
; 1936-37 to I 1938-39 

, Average 
11946-47 to 
j 1948-49 

1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 
(a) 

Poul t'ry (Carcass Weigh t) i ) ( 

( c) 

Rabbi ts and Hares (Carcass Weight) I ~ 9. 7 ~' 
Fiah - Fre sh (b) I 6.4 

Cured (incl. Smoked & r 

Salted) (b) I 
Crustaceans & ~,~olluscs (b) 

10 .. 4 

5.4 

5.7 

( c) 

0.6 

0.8 

0.8 
Canned .,. Australian 

Origin (b) 
Imported (b) 

I 
) I 3 ( O.? 0.1 0.8 

_L-_4_._1 __ j~ ___ ._0~(~~2~.~6-+ __ ~0~.6~ ___ ~1~.7~ 
Total Edible Weightg 16.8 I 18.5 19.1 16.8 18.3 

------ ---4--------~--------~---------
(a) Subje ct to ::'8vi sion. 
(b) Edible WeigDt~ 
\::;) Incl nded wi th F:;.'e sh. 

t)ta:Gi ntics of egg production must necessarily be accepted with some reserve. 
In :o1:le c.bsence of a complete cen,:;us of egg pr-oduction, which would involve considerable 
labo'..lr and eXJ?ense 9 it hac; been nece ,saary to compute a figure based upon the be st data 
available" The production shown in the following table is based upon the records of Egg 
Boards of production from areas under their contro,l, plus estimates of production from 
uncontrolled areas and by 1tback-yard" poultry.-keepers based on data obtained from other 
soUJ:ce So On ".:his basi sit is eE'ltimated that the level of total egg production in 1953-54 
''las about 111,800 tons (equi valen t to about 191 mi 11ion dozen compared with maximum 
:cnoduO'tion of 122 1 0()0 tons (208 million dozen) in 1946-47 and the pre-war average of just 
under 90,000 tens 0:" about J.54 million dozen. It should be noted that the estimated 
dscline in total egg preduc'cion ['.nce 1946-'t 7 is based very largely on trends in 
(}omm~rcial productioll (controlled "by,Egg Boa,rds). Da.ta as to the trend in non-controlled 
production are at present very inad,equater. 

Exports of ,611el1 eggs du:;:ing 1953-54 amounted to 7,900 tons, compared with 
12,600 tons during the previous year and average oJ.'1lorts of 10,400 tons during the three 
years ended 1948-!1.9~ The pod-vJI:l:r- :,?0::': "':',,'1 ~11',r:'~z :::~::, 5(' \-:~1en ~4,C'J0 tons were 
exported. 

i.:in08 the ytar °;;1::.0 p:ro(i,'~lj"':o:: n: egg pull) exprer:;3ed :~errns of weight of shell eggs 
haL' range.l h::'-:'.','vdon l,~, /~i) +c :""',; c:- ,:, 2,<,2_ ') tOE:::;, 20,600 tons being produced during 1953-54. 
The ':::~n.','~ ty of 6gg ])','G.p exported YfaS negligible prior to the war? but in 1953-54 amounted 
to :'5,700 tons (exJlJ:e 8:=',e(1 in terms of weiC:', ~ ,.: :~lOn eggs) which conati tuted a record. 

C,'he p:r'ocor"'.c" (I'" c':~ :;:\..':10_' wa,:: tn":Toduceo. dl'.:r:'ng the wc,r to meet the 
~:,q:',~.",'(,f::"f3 0':' ('J',O A:'~;~'JI :::'~~:cos i::: 1:..','<'v:ra.:~,C1 [l'1d hai3 (3:'noe continuecl on n reduced 
"'~.,",,,, c~'o~C"1,\1' r ,.,., J'1'11 'iO':~" 5~\ ",'",~ ',' '" ,,,, p""-'u'''G~ T"':',_,',';",'"',,,g 19"3-;:;4 only 175 tone> !""-'"'" "-.'~"...l..-~J \ "'\:' "-~--'- _ ... ,,i~''''''~ -.~) .L'-___ \...: . ... ;) \A. ... ~::; 1:;;» -.J ___ . .,/.,/ t,,1 

(e~:.~cecC:Gl in ·~l.':'us ai' ",Ts:1.gb:j o=~ ,i1<)]'1 '~gg~:; \'1:;::0 r:."du;::ed 9 practically the whole of which 
·was consumed in Australia, leaving 1i ttle surplus for export. 



26. 

Comparative details of the production and utilization of egge and egg 
~~ 

products are shown in the fo i lowing table 0 

T.AJ3LE 21 % PRODUCTION .AND UTILIZATION OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS ~ AUSTRALIA 

( '000 tons) 

I 

I 

Average Average 
1953-54 P arti culars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 (a) 

1938-39 1948-49 

SHELL EGGS 
I 

i (+) 1.1 
! 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
, 

(+) 0.1 (-) 1.2 (+) 0.2 
Production (c) 89.5 119.9 106.9 108.6 111.8 

Total Supp1iesg 89.5 119.8 105.8 109.8 111.6 
-----.. ----

Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 7.6 10.4 8.5 12.6 7.9 
Miscellaneous Uses Cd) 3.2 22.9 14.9 16.8 20.9 
.Australian Consunrption 78~ 7 86 .. 5 82.4 80.4 82.8 

EGG POVIDER ~e} 
_.,. 
,\T., .L Change in Sto cks C-) 1.2 I -- - - I 
Production - 3.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 

Total Suppliesg - 4.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 

Exports - 4.4 - - -
.Australian Consum];>tion - - 0.3 I 0.2 0.2 

EGG PULP {Liguid Whole} ~ e) 
. --
Net Change in Stocks (b) (-) 1.4 ( +) 1.0 

I 
(-) 0.9 .(-) 1., 7 

Production 3.2 20.0 lA .. 4 16.4 20.6 

Total Buppliesg 302 21.4 13.4 
i 

17.3 22.3 

E;.:.?~::,'ts 0.3 12.0 4.9 10.6 16.7 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) - 0 .. 8 0.2 0.2 0.2 
~~tralian Consumption 20_9 8.6 8.3 6.5 5.4 

TOTAL EGGS (e} 
j I I i 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (-) 2.5 (+) 2.1 I (-) 2.1 I (-) 1.5 
Production 890_5 119.9 106.9 108.6 I 111.8 

Total Suppliesg 89.5 122.4 104.8 llO.7 113.3 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 7.9 26.8 13.4 23.2 24.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) - 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 
!ustralian Conaumption 81.6 95.1 91.0 87.1 88.4 

( a) Subject to reV]. Slone 
(b) No t avai lab1e .. 
( c) Includes estimates for uncontrolled commercial 

production and production by self-suppliers. 
(d) For pulping and powder and wes~age. 
(e) In terms of weight of shell eggs. 

(f~ Pro ce ssed into powder. 
(g Wastage. 

L.:... 
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Consumption of eggs (shell eggs, powder and pulp expre ssed as shell eggs) 
p(3~ead, at 22.3 lb. (203' eggs) in 195>-54 was less than that for any year since 
1938-39. Supplies of shell eggs and -the shell egg equivalertt of liquid whole' egg per 
head available for consumption are detailed in the fol1owin,g tab Ie • 

... 

Shell Eggs 

. ,',., .. " .... ... ' , ""~' _¥ .... 
TABLE 2~ g SUPPLIES OF EGGS .AND EGG PRODUCTS IN TERJliIS OF SHELL EGGS AVAILABLE 

.FORCOlrS1.J.MPTION ~. AUSTRALIA., 
(Per heq.d per annum) 

, 'Average . ,Average 
195>-'54 

Commodi ty i 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 
(at 

1938-39 1948-49· .... 

'. lb. '25.7 25.4 21.6 20.6 20.8 
Egg PO'wder , " lb. ,.' .. ' .. - - 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Egg pulp (Liquid Whole) lb. O.~ 2.1) 2.2 

Total g . lb. 26~6 . 27.9 23.9 
No. (b)I 243_ 2'5'5 219 

(a) SUb. je ct to revi sion. 
(b) ,.'l'b.e .. fl,veragewe.igh toT an egg in Australia is 

,taken as 1.75 oz. 

(v) Oils a:t'l.d Fats (including :Butter) 

1.6 1.4 
,. 

22 •. 3 22.3 
204 203 

,. 

RefeFence i'~~~de i~ Sect~on 3 (i) to the d~cline in the production of milk 
for butter.since 1938-.39 1:Uld.t.he fa~tors oontributing to this decline. Production 
of butter declined during 1951-52 to 135,300 tons, the lowest recorded gince 1929-30. 

I There wa;3.a marked increase of 24 per cent. to 167,500. tons during 1952-53 followed, 
during 195>-54 ,by a decrease of 4 per cent. to 160,100 tons. This was 16 per oent. less 
than .the ,immedi..ll..te pre-war product;i.~:t;l.. 

The rationing of butter, whi ch was introduced in June, 1943.and continued 
until 16th June, 1950, restricted the quantity consumed in Australia and offset to some 
extent the effect of the decline in ·production. With the lifting of : rationing in 1950 
local consumption, during 1950-51, i'ncreased' s1!~ly,.· aride'xport's'(lecreased. 'to' 55,200 tons, 
followed in 1951-52 by a fUrther fall (to 12,900 tonf§l) .brought about by the increased 
home demand and a sub stan tial decrease in production. With the increase in output in 
1952-53, exports ro se to 50 ;500 tons, .but in 1953-54 fell again to 40,500 tons. 

The production of table margarine for consumption in Australia is restricted 
by State legis~ation, but output was considerably expanded during the war years to meet 
the requirements of the Armed Forces and reached' a peak of .11~ 900 tons i.n 1944. 
Produotion upto'1949-50 was well maintained, as there was demand for this product for 
export purposes, but output has been restricted to some extent because of the. shortage. 
of coconut oil and other oils and f'ats us~d in its manufacture. The greatly decreased . 
P!oduction during 1950-51 is associated with the substantially reduced demand oh bome and 
oversea markets. Principally because of the acute shortage of butter during 1951-52, 
State legislation was introduced to increase the maximum allowable production of table 
margarine. As a re suI t, production ,incre.ased from the post-war low of 3,800 tons during 
1950-51 to 7,100 tons during 1951-52 and 1952-53, and to 9,600 tons in 1953-5.4. 

The production of margarine other than table, amounted to 22,200 tons in 
1953-54, which was at about the same leV-ail as in other post-war years, but 10,000 tons above 
the average for the years 1936-37 to· 1938-39-



28. 

Comparative details of the production and utilization of butter and of bcMh 
grades ofmarg~ine are shown in- the following table. 

TABLE 23 PRODUCTION.AND UTILIZATION OF BUTTER AND MARGARINE : AUSTRALIA 

(1000 Tons) 

Parti culars 

Net Change in Stooks 
Production 

Total Supplies: 

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) (c) 
Australian Cons tion 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplies: 

Exports 
.A.ustralian Consumution 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplies: 

Exports .. 
Australi an Co n SUlll'O ti 0 n 

.A.verage Average 
1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938-39 

BUTTER, 

b 
1 1.0 

191.0 

90.0 
101.0 

1948-49 

1 

160.7 ' 

76.0 
8 • 

MARGARINE - T.A.BLE 

... (bl (-) 0,6 
2.8 6.A 
2.8 7.0 

- 4.0 
2.8 3.0 

MARGARINE - OTHER 

(b) -
12.2 18.9 

12.2 18.9 

- 0.2 
12.2 18.7 

~~ Subjeot to rev:!. sion. 
Not available. 

1951-52 

'131.8 

12.9 
118. 

(+) 0.3 
7.1 

6.8 

2.1 
A.~ 

(+) 0.1 
25.0 

24.9 

-
24.9 

(c Includes dry butter fat, ghee and tropioal 
spread expre ssed as butter • 

1952-53 

(+) 0.7 
1.1 

6.4 

0.2 
6.2 

(+) 0.3 
22.0 

21.7 

-
21.~ 

1953-54 
(0.) 

2.6 
160.1 

40.5 
122.2 

\ (+) 0.7 
9.6 

8.9 

0.4 
8.5 

-
22.2 

22.2 

-
22.2 

.A.s previously mentioned, butter rationing wa·'3 lifted on 16th June, 1950,. and 
this was followed by a sharp increase in consumption of butter during 1950-51 to .30.9 lb. 
per head of population w:l. thanother increase to 31.2 lb. per head in 1951-52. Probably 
due to, some buyer resistance to inoreased prices, consumption fell to 29.3 lb. per head 
during 1952-53, followed by a small increase to 30.7 lb. during 1953-54. The latter was 
24 per cent. more than the average consumption during the three years ended 1948-49, but 
7 per cent. pelow the pre-war level. . 

, Wi th inoreased supplies of butter available, the consumption of margarine 
per head fell during 1950-51 by 17 per oent. to 0.5 lb. in the case of table grade and 
by 8 per oent. to 6.0 lb. in the case of ' industrial grade as oompared with the previous 
year. However, during 1951-52, a pronounced shortage of butter in certain areas followed 
a substantial. increase in its price was, no doubt, largely responsib Ie for an increased 
oonsumption of table margarine (u;pto 1.2 lb. per head). There were further increase s 
during 1952-53 and 1953-54 to 1.6 lb. and 2.1 lb. per head respectively. During each of 
the se two years the consumption per head of other margarine was 5.6 lb. as compared w:l. th 
6.5 lb. in 1951-52_ 



Details of the estimated supplie s of "vi sible" fats and oils available for 
29. 

consumption per head of population are shown in the following table for the three years 
e~d 1938-39, the three years ended 1948-49 and for each year 1951-52 to 1953-54. 

TABLE 24 g SUPPLIES OF "VISIBLE" FATS AND OILS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION g AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per Head per annum-) 

Average 1 Average ! 
1953- 54 " Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

, 
1951-52 1952-53 

1938-39 1948-49 
(a) 

-
Butter 32.9' 24.8 31.2 29.3 30.7 
Margarine - Table 0.9 0.9 1.2 1.6 2.1 

Other 4.0 5.2 6.5 5.6 5.6 
LalXl 1.7 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 
Vegetable Oils and Other Fats(b) ~.7 4.1 4.0 4.0 4.0 

Total Fat Content 37.6 I 30.9 37.3 35.3 36.9 

(a) Subject -to revision. (b) Based on consumer SUl'TGjF data of 1944; no da ttl are 
mraililble as to recent trends in consumption. 

(vi) Sugar and Syrup s. 

The decline in the production of cane sugar in Australia from the average for 
the three pre-war seasons 1936 to 1938 of 775,700 tons of raw sugar (804,400 tons at 94 
net,titre) to 581,600 tons of raw sugar (605,300 tons at 94 net titre) in the 1947 
'cason, arose chiefly from war-time contingencies. Labour shortages, insufficient supplies 

of f,ertilizers and variations in seasonal condi tions all contributed to the lowering of 
output. 

Following improvement in the labour supply for cutting and milling and 
excellen.t sea,sona1 condi tiona, Cane sugar production showed a remarkable increase during 
the 1948 season to 915,000 tonsrawbaAis (943,000 tons at 94 net titre). Production 
declined slightly in the follovr.i.ng two seasons, but during 1951 fell sub stan tially to 
721 ,100 tons of raW sugar (745,400 tons at 94 net titre), principally because of drought 
conditions in the sugar growing districts. 

Following a good season, combined ~nth an increase in the acreage cut, 
production of raw sugar during the 1952 season amounted to about 918,400 tons (948,900 
tons at .94 net titre), exceeding the previous record (the 1948 season) by 3,000 tons. 
These figures were again exceeded during the 1953 season when 340,500 acres were planted, 
resulting in an output of 1,215,400 tons of raw sugar (1,254,400 tons at 94 net titre), 
and during the 1954 season, an all time record of 1,280,100 tons of raw sugar 
(1,322,000 tons at 94 net titre) were produced. 

The following table shows details of production and utilization of raw sugar 
for 1953-54 with comparative details for the previous years indicated. It should be 
no ted that the details given below for po at-war years refer to years ended 30th June. 
Beet sugar is included. 

TABLE 2 PRODUCTION .AND UTILIZATION OF RA'iv' SUGAR AUSTRALIA 

Particulars 

Net Change in Sto ok s (b 
Production (raw) 

Total SU]pliesg 
Exports (e) (including sugar 
content of manufacture s 
products exported) 

Miscellaneous Uses (f) 
Australian Consumption -

(including sugar oontent of 
manufactured products 

'000 tons 

Average I Average 
1936-37to,1946~47 to 

1 38-l2.. 1 8-
6.2(c) 

77 .3 d 

773.1 

435.3 251.6 
11.2 21.0 

I 

1950-51 1951-52/ 1952- 53 
I 

433.3 206.1 500.8 
21.8 23.8 18.6 

1953-54 

738.7 
18.9 

consumed 26.6 2.6 
T~ Subject in revi Elion. foodstuffs. c By 
balance. (d) Average three seasons 1936 to 1938. (e) Raw and refined including ships' 
stores. (f) Including duplication (Le. Golden Syrup and Treacle), industrial uses and 
losses in refining; see Table 45. (g) In terms of refined. 



30. In the next table details of Supplies of sugar (inoluding sugar oontained in 
manufaotured products) and syrups available for oonsumption per head of population a~ 
shown fo,r speoified years. 

TAB.L.E 26g SU?PLIES OF SUGAR .AND SYRU.PS AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

~ .. --

Average Average ! 
1952-53 1953-54 Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 

1~38-39 1948-49 
(a) (a) 

Refined Sugar - As Sugar 70.6 68.7 64.2 64.1 64.1 
In Manufactured 
Products 35.9 I 

- 51.0 3J·4 44.7 47.3 

Totalg 106.5 119.7 117.6 108.8 111.4 

Syrups, Honey and Glucose .. 

(Sugar content) 5.5 5.6 A·A 4.5. 5.2 

Total S~ar Contentg .' . 112.0 125.3 122.0 113.3 116.6 

(a) Subject to revision. 

The con8umption of sugar· (excluding that consumed in manufactured products) 
during 1946-47, the last complete year of rationing, was 65.9 lb. per head compared with 
70.6 lb. per head during the pre-war period. In 1947-48, which included only two days 
of official rationing, consumption rose to 72.1 lb. per head but declined to 68~0 lb. 
during 1948-49, remaining at about that figure until 1950-51. In the following three 
years consumption was slightly lowBr at 64.2 lb., 64.1 lb. and 64. 1 lb. respectively. 

The consumption of sugar in manufactured products rose from 35.9 lb. per head 
pre-war to an average of 51.0 lb. per head during the three years 1946-47 to 1948-49. 
Fo11o\"ang a decline in 194-9-50 to 46.7 lb. per head, consumption rose to 53.4 lb. in 
1951-52, but declined again during 1952-53 to 44.7 lb., rising again to 47.3 lb. in 
1953-54. . 

The estimates of sugar consumption given in thi s report repre >:lent apparent 
consumption measured in terms of dispo sals of sugar by refinierie s and sugar content of 
disposals of sugar products by manufacturers. In general the estimates do not take into 
account stocks in the following categories in respect of which inadequate data are 
available 

(i) Who.lesalers' ,retailers t and householders' stocks of sugar 
(1i) Sugar content of stocks of manufactured products held by producers, 

wholesalers, retai~ers and householders. 

However, in certain cases e stima te s have been made on the basi s of the be at 
available evidence of the movement in the8e stocks and theSe have been taken into account 
to avoid marked di atortion in annual consumption estimate s. 

The consumption of syrups (golden syrup and treacle), honey and glucose 
expressed in terms of sugar content was 5.2 lb. per head in 1953-54· compared with 5.6 lb. 
per head during the three years ended 1948-49. 

The consumption of all sugar and syrups (expressed as sugar content) per head 
of population, amounted to 116.6 lb. in 1953-54 compared with 113.3 lb. in 1952-,53 
125.3 in the post-war period and 112.0 lb. in the pre-war period. 

(vii) Potatoes (Wlli te and Sweet) 

In the follovang table details relating to the production and utilization of 
"hi teand sWeet pota-toes are Shown for' the pre-,war period, the average of the three 
,years 194<5-47 to 1948-49 and .each of the potato" years ended October, 1952 to 1954. The 
data relating to white potatoes have been compiled from information supplied by state 
potato Marketing Boards, in addition to that collected by State Statisticians, plus an 
estimate for self-suppliers. 

Production'was expanded considerably during the war year~ to ·meet the 
requirement of the Armed Forces and reached a peak of 686,400 tons of marketable 
potatoes in 1944-45. Production declined in each succeeding year to 1950-51, when the 
marketable crop amounted to 408,900 tons. This was followed by a steep rise to 513,900 
tonsin.1951-52~ declining agaJ.n (to 440,100 tons) dUring 1952-53. ,Production during 
1953-54, however, at 553,000 tons was the highest recorded since 1945-46. 
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. After the war a small export trade in pot~toes was built up, but by 1951 
quantities exported to all destinations had dwindled to 7,200 tons. During 1951-52, 
however, 41,000 tons were exported. With decreased production during 1952- 53, exports 
fell again, 15,000 tons only Deing shipped. This was followed by a further decrease 
in 1953-54 to 7,500 tons. 

Production of sweet potato0E3s :t.n 1953- 54 is estimated at 5.500 tons compared 
wi th the pre-war level of about 7,400 tons. 

TABLE 21 ~ PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF POTATOES g AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 

I Year ended 31st October 
Average 

Parti culare 

Net Change in Stocks 
:Production (c) 

Total Supplies: . 
Exports (incl. Ship s' Store s) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Australian Consum tion e 

Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

Total Supplies~· 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 1946-47 to 1951 1952 
1948-49 

POTATOES, Y:'EITE 

POTATOES, SvVEET 

a S).lbject to revi sion. available. c Marketable production. 

1953 

wastage and quanti ties used for canr>.ing and dehydration. (e) Fre!3h potatoes only. 
(f) Years ended June. 

1954 
( a) 

The estimated consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-war level 
of 106.2 per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946-47, when a total 
of 134 • .8 lb. (133.1 lb. of .whi te and 1.7 lb •. sweet) was consumed. Between 1948-49 and 
1952-53 consumption varied between 110.4 1b.(1n 1949-0-50) and 93.5 lb. (in 1950-51), but with 
increased produciiion during 1953-54 consumption per head ro se to 123.6 lb. (122.2 lb. of 
whi to spd 1.4 lb. of sweet). Comparative details 'of the consumption of both whi te and 
sweet potatoes per head of population are shown in the follovving table. It should be 
noted that 11 ttle information is available concerning recent trends in home growing 
of potatoe s and the estimate s of total consumption shov\ln below must therefore be regarded 
as approxima:te. 

TABLE 28 ~ SUPPLIES OF POTATOES AND SWEET POTATOES AVAILABLE FOR CON;3U1vlPTION AU;3TRALIA 

Commodi ty 

Whi te Potatoes \~~ 
Sweet Potatoes (c 

Totalg 
I 

(lb. per head per annum) 

I 1 Year ended 31st October _ 

19~~~~i'::a I AVeragej 
I 

! 
1938-~9 1946-47 to 1952 1953 

- 1948-49 
. 103.8 124.2 108.3 96.4 

2.4 1.5 1 .. 4 1.4 

106.2 125.7 109.7 97.8 

(a) Subject to reVJ_s~on. 
(b) In,cludes the fresh equivalent of conned potatoes. 
(c) Year;'> ended June. 

i 

I 
I 

1954 
(a) 

122.2 
1.4 

123.6 



32 .. (Tiii) Pulse and Nuts 

Details of the Production and utilization of dried pulse (mainly blue peas,~. 
spli t peas and navy beans) and peanuts, the principal locally-produced commodities in 
this group, are shown in the following table. Prior to the war, Australia's supplies 
of navy beans were entirely imported, but the development of local production during and 
after the war has reduced import requirements to some extent. Formerly large quantities 
of peanuts were imported from India for oil extraction, but because of food shortage s 
in that country exports of these nuts have been withheld since January, 1946. Austral:i&ts 
supplies were then 'confined mainly to local' produotion, which rose from 7,000 tons 
pre-war to 22,800 tons harvested in April-May, 1947, but fell to 15,800 tons in 1948, 
and to 4,800 tons during 1952, rising again in 1953 to 8,90n tons.To mqke up,in some part 
the deficiency caused by the decline in production, AUstralia imported during 1951-52, 
3,878 tons, (in-shell equivalent of kernels), during 1952-53, 4,127 tons, and during 
1953-54 3,873 tons, 74 per cent of the 1953-54 imports coming from South Africa. 

The othe.r commodities included in thi s group oonsist of edible tree nuts and 
cocoa (r~w be2~s). Edible tree nuts consumed in Austr~1~ now oonsists principally 
of imported coconuts and locally grown almonds and walnuts, while, COca supplies are 
ostained entirely from impor~ed beans. 

TABLE 22 ~ PRODUCTION AlifD UTI1IZATIOJlT OF PULSE .AND PEANUTS g AUSTRALIA 

(1000 tons) 

Average Average 1953-54 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 
1938-39 ' 1948-49 

DRIED PULSE 

Net Change in Stock: s (b c-) 3.0 
Imports -~~j 

,. 1.9 
Production 12.0 

Total Supplies~ (b) 16.9 
Expo~ts (incl. Ships' Stores) 

~~~ 8.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) 1.1 
Australian Consumption Jcil 4.3 ~.2 

PE.ANUTS(IN SHELL) 

Net Change in Stocks -
Imports 4.1 
Production 7.0 

Total Supplies: 11.1 
Exports .-

MiscellalleOUi'3 Uses (e) 
Australian Con'sumption 

. -
6.9 
4.2 

Ca) Subject to revision. 
(b) Not available. 
(c) Seed and Waste. 

(-) 0.4 
-

17.3 

17.7 
0.4 
4.4 

12.9 

(a) 

(+) 003 (-) 1.1 I (-) 0.6 
3.6 1.5 I 4.2 

12.8 9.7 11.3 

16.1 12.3 16.1 
2.9 ' 2.6 4.0 
0.8 0.8 0.8 

12.4 8.9 1l.3 

- I - ... 
3.9 4.1 3.9 
5.4 4.8 8.9 

..2..3 8.9 12.8 
- - -

1.1 1.0 1.1 
8.2 7.9 1l.7 

(d) Estimate based on 1936 Survey of household consumption. 
(e) Oil extraction and seed. 

The estimated supplies of the commodi tie s in this group available for 
consumption per head of popUlation are shovm in the following table. The consumption 
of dried pulse per head increased considerably after the war and at 2.8 lb. in 1953-54 was 
:'Joarly twice the pre-war figure. The consumption of peanuts ~ncl. spJ, ted peanuts I'Uld a.s 
peanut butter or paste) showed remarkable expan"3ion from 0.9 lb. per head pre-war to an 
average of 2.5 lb. per head over the three years ended 1948-49, but owing mainly to 
restricted supplies, the consumption during the subsequent yeara declined, and in 1952-53 
was 1.3 lb. per head. An increase in production during 1953-54 resulted in consumption 
rising to 1.9 lb. per head. The consumption of tree-nuts declined during the l1ar, but in 
1950-51 amounted to 2.3 lb. per hoad compared ,vi th 0.8 lb. pre-war. A sharp decline in 
195:.~~52 to 1.3 lb. per head was folloWQd by increases to 1.4 Ib" in 1952-53 and 1.7 lb. in 
"'",953-54. The consUl:lption of' cocoa. bea.n.e during 1953-54 declined from an average of 
3.4 lb. per head during the three years ended 1948-49 to 2.4 lb. per head. 



Consumption of theVlhole grouJ? per head ro se from an average of 9.2 lb. 
during the three years ended 1948-49 to a post-war peak of lle 7 lb. during 1949-50. 
~umption in subesequentyears ha,3 been below tbis level and during 1953-54 wa"3 

33. 

8.8 Ib .. per head. . 

TABLE 30 g SUPPLIES OF PULSE .AND NUTS AV AlLABLE FOR COI-JSu1\liPTION ~ AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Commodi ty 
Average 

1936-37 to 
1~B8-39 

Average I 
1946-47 to' 1951-52 

1948-49 
1952-53 

1953-54 

Drie d Pulse 
Peanuts (b) 
Edible Tree Nuts (b) 
Cocoa. (raw beans) 

Totalg Edible Weight 

(a) Subject to revision. 

2.0 303 
2.5 1. 4 
1.3 1.3 
3.4 2.9 

5.3 

(b) Weight wi thout shell • 

. Ci:x:.L . .;~.ma.to81"l ~nd Ci tT'll"! 'li'T'1li. t 

(a) 

2.3 2.8 
1.3 1.9 
1.4 1.7 
2.5 2.4 

7.5 8.8 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoe8 and citrus fruit is shown 
in the following table. The figure"3 are baosed on the output recorded on growers' 
annUal returns together with estimates of producti.on by self-F.!uppliers. Tomato 
production in the pre-war period is prohably under-stated, owing to the lack of complete 
data at that time. 

The table also shows details of 1,lle utilization of tomatoe s (including tomato 
products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and citrus fruit (including citrus 
products in terms of fresh fruit). Allowance for wastage of both products are also 
shown. 

Tomato production during 1953-54 at 78,700 ton:s was well below that for any 
post-war year. This was the direct result of a reduction in area and the adverse 
seasonal condi tiona. During 1951-52 and 1952-53 citrus production declined considerably, 
but due to' a considerable increase in yields during 1953-54 production once more 
approached the high level of 1950-51. 

The quantity of 9,600 tons 9f tomatoes exported, recorded in the table below 
for, the year 1953-54 includes 9,300 tons of estimated fresh equivalent of tomato 
products over half of which was tomato Juice exported to the United Kingdom. Exports 
of CitruR fruit dU:ring 1953-54 totalled 13,100 tons (ll,800 tons as frerm and 1,300 tons 
fre iSh equivalent of natural ci tru,3 juice), compared vvi th average exports of 14,000 tons, 
of fre sh citrus' frui t during the three yo,',r3 ende.d 1948-49. 

TABLE 31 g PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF TOM.ATOES AND CITHUS FRUITS g AUSTRALIA 
( '000 Tons) 

Pe,rticulars 
Average , .Average ! 

1951-52 I 1952-53 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 
1938-39 .. l948-42 

TOMATOES, FREiJE (0) 

1953-54 
(a) 

Net Change in ~:;tocks 
Produotion 

i (c) 

~ 
i ( ) 4 5 - • I ( ) 13 0 i ( ) 3 2 1 ( ) 7 0 + . + • - • 

Total Su;p;p1ies8 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 

L-2~ 

2. 
=A~u_s~t~r_al~i~an~~C~o~n_s~um~~t~~'o~n~ __________ ~ __ -J48o 

0 
0 

-
0 
0 

104.0 
108.5 
17.6 

4.6 
86.3' 

CITHUSFRUIT (b) 

104.7 103.8 
91'.7 100.6 
4.4 12.0 
4.6 4.5 

82.7 84.1 

Net Ch ange inS to ck s ! ( c) I ( c) i ( c ) ( c) 

78.7 
85.7 
9.6 
3.0 

73.1 

( c) 
166.8 Production I 111.0 144.6 138.1 135.7 

Total Supplies2 ~1,0 144.6 138.1 135.7 166.8 
Exports 13.2 14.0 18.1 19.5 13.1 
Waste - 3.4 ',2.5 2.6 3.0 
Australian Consum tion 97.8 127.2 117.5 ll3 •. 6 150.7 

a Subject to revision. b Includes fresh eq,ulvalent of manufactured products. 
(c Not available. (d) Probably under-8tated because of the absence of complete data. 



34. 
In the next table, details are given of the estimated supplies of these 

commodities moving into consumption per head of population. As mentioned above, the 
f:i.gures relating to tomato con"3umption in the pre-war period are probably under-statea.,~ 
owing to the absence of complete data relating to production. There was, however, a 
distinct upward trend in the consumption of tomatoes per head from 21.9 lb. in 1945 to 
30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This subseCluently declined to 21.7 lb. in 1951-52, 21.6 1b'in 
1952-53 and 18.4 lb. in 1953-54. 

Consu.mption of citrus fruit rose to 37.9 lb. per head during 1953-54 from the 
low level of the tvvo previous years. The highe st recorded per capita con"lumption was 
during 1950-51 at 40.2 lb. 

It should be noted that the figures relating to con'>umption of ci true frui t 
are slightly overstated, afJ no allowance has heen made for fruit used in jam which has 
been eXported. 

TABLE 32 ~ SUPPLIES OF TON.l1l.TOE;:5 juiJ]) CITRU;3 FRUIT AV jJLABLE FOR CON.:3UIvIPTION a AUSTRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum 

Average Average 

I 
1953-54 Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 (b.) 

1938-39 1948-49 
Fresh Tomatoes (c)15.7 25.3 21. 7 21.6 18.4 
Fresh Ci truFl 31.~9 3l·2 30.8 29.2 37.9 

Total Fresh Frui t Eg,uivalent 47.6 62.5 52.5 50.8 56.3 

~a Includes manufactured products in terms of fre!'.!h • (b) Suhject 
(c~ Prol)ab1y under-stated mving to absence of complete data. 

at revision. 

(x) Other Fruit and Frui t Products 

Details of the production and utilization of fresh fruit (other than tomatoes 
and citrus fruit) and products thereof, namely, jams, dried fruit and canned fruit, are 
shovvn in the table below. 

The production of fresh fruit (excluding citrus fruit and tomatoes during 
1953-54 was a record and amounted to 650,100 tons compared with 498,700 tons during 
1952-53 (a rise of 30 per cent.). The total increase was brought about principally 
b;y rises of 48 per cent. in benanas, 38, 36 and 35 per cent. re13pectively in apricots, 
pineapples and apples and 25 per cent. in peaches and pears. Compared with earlier 
periods, production during 1953-54 was 22 per cent. above the average for the three 
years ended 1948_49, but only 7 per cent. above the pre1ri,U,j record aohieved in 1947-48. 

Exports increased during 1953-54 to 116,190 tons, from 93,700 tons during 
1952-53. Thii3 is l3l per cent. more than the average Cluanti ty exported during the three 
years 1946-47 to 1948-49, and is slightly e_bcve the pre-"i'Jc'\:r level (\f 116,600 tons. 

Jam production expanded greatly after the pre-war period and the peak of 89,700 
ton'3 in 1947-48 vms 50,800 ton."! or more thlUl 130 per:!ent. above the averp.ge produotion for 
the three years ended 1938-39. There Yla,S a steep drop in 1948-49 and subsequent years 
and by 1952-53 output had fallen to 35~600 tons with a slight rise to 38,100 tons in 
1953-54. Production in 1953-54 was approximately half the average for the three years 
1946-47 to 1948-49 and at about the same level as pre-war. Exports of jam in 1953-54 
at 2,900 tons were small in relation to other post-war years and were only 76 per cent. 
of the average exports during the three immediate pre-war years. 

The production of dried vine fruit was 100 ~ 700 tons in 1953, compared Vlri th 
72,000 tons in 1952, 56,200 tons in 1951 and averf.l.ge production of 74,600 tons during 
'the' three years ended 1948~ The production during 1953 was a record vl/1 th the exception 
of 1943 when 103,400 tons were produeed. Exportt3 at 78,100 tonB during 1953-54 We:OO well 
above the level of recent years, and also al)ove the pre-war level of 63,000 tons. 

. The production of dried tree fruit in 1953-54 (5,80,) tons) U8.a comparable with 
previcus ye.'.:r:'O. Impcrts (5,20C tr-ns) had,ho17'evor,doub1ed from the 11''\7 level 1mpo sed by 
restrictions in 1952-53. 

Canned fruit output during 1953-54 was 11 record at 149,500 tons. This was 
124 per cent. gre~ter than average production over the three years ended 1938-39, and 
86 per cent .. above a.verage production for the three years ended 1948-49. The production 
of the main pack (apricots, peaches and pears) was 115,300 tons in 1953-54 compared ,"lith 
the previous record output of 85,91"):) tons in 1951-52. E:x:port~ of 89,100 tons of all 
oa...'1ned fruit 'were also at a record level. 
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TABLE 33 PRODUCTION' AND UTILIZATION OF OTHER FRUIT ,AND 

FRUIT PRODUCTS g AUSTRALIA 

(1000 Tons) 

Average Average 
1953-54 Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 (a) 

1938...39 1948-49 

FRESH FRUIT (E~CCLUDiNG TOMATOES .Ali[[) CITRUS FRUIT) 

Net Change in Sto cks b 
P'roduction 33.9 

~~~~~~--~~~--~~~~~~~;---~----

. Total Suppliesg 
Exports (inol. Shipsl Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 
Australian Gonsum tion 

Net Change in Sto cks c 
Production 

+ 0.2 
38.1 

Total Suppliesg 38. 3 • 
Exports (incl. Ships' stores) 3.8 2.9 
~A~u~st~r~a~1~i~an~C~o~n~s~um~1~t~i~o~n~ ________ ~ __ ~3~_J~I ____ ~~~ __ ~~~~ __ ~~~ __ ~3~.~0 __ _ 

DRIED VINE FRUIT (f) 

Net. Change in Stocks 
i (b) I (b) 

Production 80.5 74.6 

Total Supp lie s~ 80.5 74.6 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 63.0 48.5 
Mi soe11aneous. Use s (e) 1.7 4.4 
Australian Consumption 11:).8 21.7 , 

DRIED TBl;E FRUIT 

Net Change in Stocks Cb) (-) 0.4 
Imports 5.5 4.5 
Produotion 5.3 5.9 

. Total Suppliesg 10.8 10.8 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 1.8 2.1 
Australi an Con <sump tio n 9.0 8.7 

C.A.N1TED FRUIT 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) I (-) 0.7 
Production 66.6 80 .. 2 

Total Supplie Sg 66.6 . 80 .. 9 
Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 

-.------0----.---- --
34.7 . 43.6 

Australian Consumption 

• 

31.9 

Subject to revJ.SJ.on • 
Not availahle. 
Include s imports. 
Processing. 
Includes wastage o 

37.3 

(b) I (b) i (b) i 
56.2 72.0 100.7 

56.2 72.0 100.7 
31.5 49.2 78.1 
2.9 1.6 1.9 

21.8 21.2 20.3. 

(b) ("/1 ). (b) 
6.7 2.6 5.2 
4.3 5.6 5.8 

11.0 802 11.0 
1.3 1.4 3.0 
9.7 6.8 8.0 

(+~ 8.0 (-)11.0 (+)14. 1 
114.8 102.4 149.5 

106.8 113.4 ._1-,,1j.~,A._«. 
52.~ 65.5 89.1 
54.6 47.9 46.3 

Data for post-war years relate to years ended December. 



Details of the supplies of the commodi ties included in this group moving 
36. 

into consumption per head of population a.re sho¥Jll in the following table. The ....... 
consuniption of fresh fruit per head during 1953-54 was 82.0 lb. Thi,g was 26 per cent. 
above the previous year but 6 per cent. below average consumption over the three years 
ended 1948-49, and 13 per cent. below the immediate pre-war consumption. Jam 
con~umption per head has steadily declined since the war, although at 8.8 lb. in 1953-54 
was slightly above the previous year. Dried vine and tree fruit consumption was also at 
a very low level oompared with other post-war year'3. 

Availahle stati stics ind.1.oate th8.t the oonsumption of oanned fruit at 11.7 Ib per 
hoad ,:cv~ the lowej:jt recorded _,Mce 1947-48. It muat 'be er;lphas1sed. that, as menti(lned in 
the prefMe to thi.:IBulletin, data. us.ed in ce.lculating oo;rtSUlllption are dafioientto the 
extent that no information is available On changes in wholesalers' or retailers' stocks. 
Estimates have, however, been made on the basis of the best avails.hle evidence of 
changes in thof3e stooks and t",.ken into ,,,ooount in oertain Cases to avoid marked dif3tortion 
of the e..nn.ua1 consumption estimates. Estimated consumption of the whole group, expressed 
in terms of fresh fruit per head of population, was 128.5 Ih. in 1953-54 compared with 
the post-war peak of 145.0 lb. reached in 1947-48 and an average of 140.7 lb. in the 
three years ended 1948-49. 

TABLE 34 g SUPPLIES OF FRUIT (OTHER THlll~ TOMATOES AND CITRUS FRUIT) AND 

PRODUCTS THEREOF AVii.ILiJ3LE FDR CONSUMPTION g AU:3TRALIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 

1938-39 1948-49 
Fre sh Frui. t 94.0 87.1 75.3 65.0 
Jam 11.4 12.4 9.9 8.6 
Dried Frui t _ Vine (b) 5.2 6.3 5.7 5.4 

Tree 2.9 2.5 2.6 1.7 
Canned Frui t 10.4 10.9 14.4 12.3 

Total~ ( Fresh Fruit Equivalent) 141.7 140.7 la3 .9 111.0 

1953-54 
(a) 

82.0 
8.8 
5.2 
2.0 

11.7 

128.5 
(a)- Subject to revision. (b) Data for po st-yvar years relate to year ended December. 

:.; I ., .::, ;r/. ' 

(xi) Leafy, Green and Yellow Vegetables. 

Data relating to production of vegetable included in this and the following 
group are obtained from commercial output as returned hy growers at the annual census 
of f?-rm production, to which have been added allowances for produ:::tion by self-splliers. 
The vegetabler3_included in these g~upS do not include potatoes which are shown in 
Section 3 (vii)? Puloo, shovm in Section 3 (viii); and Tomatoes, shovm in Section 3 (ix). 

It should be pointed out that the annual census makes provision for growers 
to record their produotion in units in which they are n(',rmally marketed, e.g. details 
of potatoes end other root crops are colle::ted in tone, cabhages, cauliflowers, etc. in 
dozens, whilst other are obtained in such units as bushels, bags, hunches, cases, etc. 
In expressing these ite~s in terms of tonG of 2,240 Ih .. care h.?s been taken to obtain 
appropriate factors from official sources, and while their preci sions has not been wholly 
established, it is accepted that any me..rgin of error is not sufficient to impair thei~ 
reliabili ty to any extent. 

The productioh of vegetahle s Yva:s con~derably expanded during the war years 
to provide increased supplies in fresh and processed form for the Armed Forces. Since 
the war, curtailment of production has taken place and there has been a downward trend 
in com~umption, but thiB may ha1"1e been offset to some extent in more recent years by 
increased home grovdng of vegetahles. HOvrever, data concerning recent trends in 
"back-yard ll vegetable production are not at pre.,en t available and no change has been 
made to the allowance for this production. 

Following the end of the war, the production of canned vegeta1,les included in 
groups (xi) and (xii) declined from 41,000 tont'; in 1945 to 1l,700 tons in 1953-54. 
Green peas compri se the principal portion of vegeta1)le s now being canned. 
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-......L Attention is direcm to the qualification relating tn smoke (viz. lack of 
data on retailers' and wholesalerststo~, mentioned in the preface. As a result of 
the deficiency in stock data, the actual consumption of canned vegetahles may po ssibly 
vary somewhat from the official figures. However, in certain Cases estimates have been 
made nn the basis of the best available evidence of the movement in wholesalers! end 
retailers' stocks, and the 13e have been taken into account to avoid ma.lked distortion in 
annual consumption estimates. 

Particulars rele,ting to the production and utilization of leafY. green and 
yellow vegetables in the fresh and canned form are shown in the follovang table. 

TiJ3LE 35 PRODUCTION.AND UTILIZATION OF LEAFY, GREEN JiliD YELLOW 

VEGET.i~LES g AUSTRALIA 
( I 000 Tons) 

Average Average I 1953-54 Parti culare 1936-37 to 1946-47 to I 1951-52 1952-53 (a) 
1938-32 1348 49 

FRESH 

Net Change in Stocks 
?~~ (b) (b~ 2O~~~ (b) 

Production 204.5 212.8 188. st 
Total Supplies8 (b) 204.5 212.8 208.7 188.9 

Exports (incl. Shipst Stores 

~~~ 4.4 2.8 2.4 3.0 
Mi see llaneo us Use s (c) 27.7 34 0 6 33.4 19.2 
Australian Consumption (b) 172.4 175.4 172.9 166.7 

CJil>JliIED 

Net Change in Stocks 
?~~ (-) 1.3. (+) 4.1 (+) 6.0 (-) 6.1 

Production 12.0 17.8 15.1 6.5 

Total Supplies8 _tn) 13.3 13.7 9.1 12.6 
Expo rt s (i ncl. Ship is t S to re 8) 

~~~ 4.5 0.7 0.6 2.1 
Australian Consumption 8.8 13.0 8.5 10.5 

(a) Subject to revisi0n. (b) Not availahle. (c) Canning and dehydration and waste. 

In the next table details are shown of the consumption, per head of 
population, of the items included in thi s group. Consumption of the group as a whole 
has declined somevvhat since 1943, owing principally to the reduced supplies of fresh 
legumes and cabbages and greens available. 

TABLE 36 

Commodi ty 

Cahbe.ges and Greens 
Lettuce 
Carrots 
Fresh Legumes 
Canned 

Total8 

SUPPLIES OFLE.AFY t GRREN' llND YELLOW VEGETABLES 

AV AILABLE FOR CONS1.JJYrPTION ~ .Am:;TR.ALIl~ 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average ' l~verage 

1936-37 to 1946-47 to 1951-52 
1938-39 1948-49 

(b) 25.9 24.7 21.3 
(h) 7.9 4.2 3.8 
(b)10.8 9.9 10.2 
(b)24.5 11.6 10.8 

- 2.6 3.4 

(b)69 .. 1 53.0 49.5 

1952-53 

20.1 
4.1 
8.3 

11.8 
2.2 

46.5 

1953-54 
(a) 

17.4 
4.2 
8.2 

12.2 
2.6 

44.6 

(a) Suhject to revision. (h) These figures relate to 1943. In the ab3ence of datafnr 
the pre-war period, consumption is assumed to he the sellle 0'.;3 in 1943, for the purpo se 
of nutrient calculations. 



Jrii)-2.!JJ.or Vegetable 8 

;_~.::.e vegetahle s included in th::t s group are li sted in the appropriate table 
, shown in Section 5.. They exclude tho se specified in group (xi) - leafy, green and .~ 
yellow vegetable s - and also exclude potatoe a, white and sweet (see group vii); pulse 
(sGe group '9"1ii) 1 and tomatoes (see group ix). 

The comments included above in respect of group ix apply also ,to thil3 group 
of vegetables. The relevant details relating to production, utilization and 
consumption per head of population a.re a,hown in the two tables following. Comsumption 
of thi s grouy per het:td hus decreased. hy 23 per cent. Fdnce the three immediate po st-war 
yearso 

TABLE .37~ ~:aOpU.9TIOLANP UT.~.LIZATIgl~~Q.E...!..~~ TBER VEGETii.BLES!1 (a) 3 AUSTR.ALIA 

(1000 :::m::) 
-

119~~~~~~O Average 
1953-54 Particl:lar8 1946-47 to 1951-52 1952-53 

:1.938-39 

-----------,---' .. _--
Net Change in Stocks 
Production 

(Total SUI?P.!i~E.g , 
~ ...... ,.,.,,..,,.'-~ ,~!: .... ,,!"'~ ~>";Y'~1 ("':1..f..f"\wr.6"') 
-.,.J_",.:,,,,.i_tJ~1 '- ~ .'-, .J_ 'J.;:"" ..,)",,,",,_ LJ 

Miscellaneous Uses (0.) 
Australian Consump.tio~ 
----,----.---•. --.--~. 

Net Change in sto cks 
Production 

, Total 8upp1ie 8~ 
'0 s) Exports (incl. Ships! Sto:r 

Australian Consumption 
-------..--,--<-" . 

( oJ 
( c) 

--'--'--";J' I (,. 

~~)-
t---.,-~} 

( oJ 
-

1948-49 
(b) 

'(+) 0.7 I (-) 3.0 (-) 0.3 (+) 2 .. 3 
3.3 10 .. 5 6.0 5.2 

3~6 8.2 5.3 8.2 
005 I 009 0,9 0.4 
3,,1 7.3 4.4 7.8 

(a) Vegetable s other -than leaf1y, green and yellow vegetable s, potatoe 9 (white and 
sweet) pulse and t.matoe1':o (b) Subject to l'evision. (c) Not available. (d) Canning 
and dehydration and wade. 

1.A13_I¥;;;.. ..... 2'-'":3 ___ -'s;:;..u;.;;;;pp~I.fS _ OF "0 TBElLYl'i gE TILBf;ES " AVAILlLBLE FOR CONSUMPTION ~ AUSTRALIA 

-, 

(lb .. pe:::' ann ',;m per, head) 
---- '----,--~,.------.---, -------..:..,..--------1-----.....------,.----

'I' Average I Average 
Commodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-.47 to 1951-52 1952-53 

1953-54 
( a) -____ ''' _____ ,_,,-.2.9 38:;:;:.-~39'_+--=1:..:::.9.:J::48::....-..;:J4:.::..9 -l------f--.,...--t----

71.8 63.9 59.3 Othor Fresh Vegeta:b1es ,i (b)58 .. 9 7~.~ 
Other Canned Vegetahles __________ ~. ___ ~~~.'~~-+---~~~~ __ ~~~~--~~-

______ m_~~,___ ~_J~~~~_ .. _; _ _I. ___ 7_9_ .• _2_-'-____ -'--____ ~ ___ _ 

1 n 1.;.. ~.v 

1 

..l-w,/ 

73.7 65.1 61.3 

(a) Subject to revision., (b) This figure relates to 19430 In the absence of data for 
the pre-war period~ consumption is as:3umed to be the sa..lle as in 1943, for the purpose 
of nutrien t calcule,tions .. , 

C:f~~i)_gr[:~L-r:o due t s 

Vrnea-t prodaction at 197 ~961:-000 buBhels in 1953-54 was slightly above 1952-53 
and well above average production of 155~101,OOO bushels for the ten seasons 1943 to 
1952. JIf::::.'eage SCII'm in. 1953-54 'Na!';, a.lGG nlightly above the previous year, but yield per 
acre was below the reco::'d level of that yeaT". 

The harvest of barley for grain during the 1953-54 season exceeded that of any 
previous season~ fltanding a,t 41, 272~OOO bushels.. The increase was due entirely to the 
larger 8.tJ~oage hc:rv~sted tIle ;yield per acre being below the previous season,al though well 
above the average for the preceding ten years~ Maize production during 1953-54 was 
5,079,000 bushels? which, while being above production for the three previous seasons, 
was below the general level for earlier yearso The harvest of oats during 1953-54 
totalled 32,96l~000 bushels~ This was 24 per cent. below the record production of 
1952-53, but well a'hove average production for the ten seasons 1943 to 1952. 
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3U• Details of the production of the principal cereals for grain during a.ach ,/ 
of the years 1951-52 to 1953-54 in c0mpari son ,vi th average production during the five 
years ended 1938-39 and the tpree years ended 1948-49 are shown in the following table. 
~ 

TABLE 3 PRODUCTION OF CEREALS FOR GRAIN g AUSTRALIA 
t 000 Bushel s 

Average Average 

Crop 
Five Years Thr€e Years 

1951-52 1952-53 
1953-54 

ended ended (a) 
1938-39 1948-49 

Barley - 2- row 8,459 15,141 19,476 29,633 35,923 
6 - row 1,293 1,604 2,432 5,41 2 5,349 

Maize 7,338 5,721 4,018 4,967 5,079 
Oats 17,002 26 ~6 21 34,506 43,623 32,961 
Rice 2,274 2,798 3,048 39 964 4,069 
'Wheat 154.325 176.027 It)9.72t) 195.208 ' 197 ,961 

( a) Subject to revision. 

Details of the production and utilirratiGn of \'.'heat are given in cereal yen.rr 
in the following table for the average of the three years ended 1938-39, the average 
for the three years ended 1948-49 and each year 1951-52 to 1953-54. 

TABLE 0 ~ PRODUCTION AliT]) UTILIZ1~TION OF 'liv1IEAT g .8USTRALI1~ 
Million Bushels 

Average I Average Year ended 30th November -

Particulars 
Three Years Three Years I 

\ 

1954 
" ended ended 1952 , 1953 (a) 
" 30th Nov.1939 30th Nov.1949 

Opening stockE) (incl. Flour 
as Wheat) 10.2 19.9 19.4 16.9 37.7 

Production 164.7 176.0 159.7 19'1.2 198.0 

Total' available SUEEliesg 174.9 195.9 179.1 212.1 235.7 

Exports - Vfueat 75.0 60.5 45.6 60.7 38.1 
- Flour as Viheat 30.6 37.1 35.2 41. 3 29.4 

Local Consumption -
Flour as VJheat 30.9 33.9 39.0 39.1 34.4 
Stock Feed \ilheat Sales 9.3 21.8 23.9 18.4 17.6 
Seed 14.6 12.8 10.3 10.8 10.5 
Retained on Farm (b) 4.3 3.4 4.6 4.3 

Breakfast Foods & Other Uses -
Exports ) 

( c) 
( 2.1 1.2 0~8 0.8 

Local Consumptioh ) ( 2.1 2.6 2.2 1.6 
Closing Stocks' (incl. 

Flour as Wheat) 14.t) 19.t) 16.9 ~7.7 94.9 

To t'a.l Di sEo sal s~ 174.9 194.1 178.1 215.6 231.6 

Excess (+) or Deficiency (-J 
(-) I (-) (+) (-) 4.1 of Dispo salsover total - 1.8 1.0 3.5 

available supplies (d) 
revi slone InclUded with stock feed. (a) Subject to (b) (c) Included with Flour. 

(d) In.cludes allowances for unrecorded movements in stocks, gain or loss in outturn,etc. 

Details of the production and utilization of the prinCipal products from 
wheat and other cereals are shown in the ta"ble on page 40. 

The production of flour (including sharp sand wheatmeal for baking) during 
1953-54 at 1,430,700 long tons was 102,500 long tons (7 per cent.) belovl the previous 
year and 106,100 long tons (7 per cent.) below the record production at 1951-52. It was 
approximately the same as average production during the three years ended 1948-49. 

Since 'the war,the quantity exported h0.8 varied between about 700,000 and 800,000 
long tons, and during 1953-54 amounted to 703,000 long tons, thi.'3 was 128,000 long tone 
(22 per cent.) more than the pre-war averdge. 

During the five years 1946-47 to 1950-51 the production of milled rioe 
increased steadily from 29,600 ton,'3 to 38,700 tons, rising sharply to 46,500 tons during 
1951-52. F'ollov'ling a decline to 35,900 tons in 1952-53 production in 1953-54 rose 
again to 39,300 tons. 

Restrictions on the free sale of rice to the public were lifted on 3rd October, 
1950, and in conjunction wi th this during 1950-51, 14,700 tons were made available for 
Australian consumption as compared with approximately 31000 tons per annum in previous 
post-war years when consumption was confined mainly to essential consumers. During 
1951-52,17,900 tons were consumed locally, hut this fell to 13,300 tomvsin 1952-53, and 
13,500 tons in 1953-54. The high conr:l1.m1ption during 1950-51 was made po ssib1e by heavy 



. net wi thdrawals from stock. Exports declined during 1951-52 and 1952-53 from the 
peak of 31,400 tons reached in 1950-51, but by 1953-54 he.d returned to a total of 
29 9 600 tons. 

The production ~f oatmeal (including rolled or crushed oats) reached the 
record level of 34,000 tons in 1947-48. Output during subseCiuent years was 
considerably i ess , standing at 20,200 tons in 1953-54. Exports declined from the 
post-war peak of 17,200 tons in 1947-48 to 8,500 tons during 1953-54, while total 
consumption, al00 at a peak in 1947-48 (16,900 tons) has fluctuated since then between 
10,500 and 12,300 tons. 

The output of other grain breakfast foods amounted to 42,100 tons in 1953-54. 
Consumption at 39,700 tons was much above the pre-war figure of 17,200 tons. 

TABLE 41 : PRODUCTIQN AND UTILIZATION OF GRAIN PRODUCTS g AU~TRA1IA 
(1000 tons of 2,240 lb.) 

Particulars 

FLOUR 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
Production 

Total Supplie Sg 

Exports (incl. Shipsl Stores) 
Australian Consumption 

Net Change in sto cks (b) 
Production 

To tal Supplie Sg 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
J.li scellaneous Use s 
Australian Consumption 

Average I AVerage', 
1936- 37 t-::I 19;j6-<~7 tCJ 1951-52 

1938-39 I l q48-49 
(INCL1JI)ING Vv'HEliTMEAL FOR BAKING) 

( c) (+)1905 I 

1,149,~ 1,430,,4 
12149.~.9 1,410.9 

575 .. 0 721.2 
57400 689.7 

RI CE (MILLED) 

28.1 31.2 

3.0 

14.3 I 

1.6 I 
12.2 

28.2 

(+) 60.0 
1.536.8 
1_,476.8 

708.7 
768.1 

(+) 2 .. 8 
46.5 

43.1 
25. 8 

1952-53 

(+) 0.1 
1,533.2 
1.533.1 

78.0.3 
752.8 

(-) 2.3 
35.9 

38.2 
24.9 

BREAKFAST FOODS FROM OATS (Oll.TIi.t'EJl.L AND nOLLED OATS) 

l'Te-c Change in Stocks (b) 
Production . 

Total Supplies8 , 
Exports 
Australian CcnsUffiption 

Net Change in Stocks. (b) 
Production 

Total Su,ppliesg 
Exports 
Australian Consumption 

"""', ...... -.... 

(c) (-) 0.1 (+) 0.1 
17,,2 27.0 18.2 

17 1.2 27 .. 1 18.1 
1 .. 9 13.5 6.7 

15.3 13.6 11.4 

OTHER BREAKFAST FOOD,;) FROM GRAIN (d) 
i I . \ I 

\ ;.; i 

17 .2 

17.2 

- I 17.2 

Subject to reviSlon. 
Inc1 ude s impo rt s~ 
Not available. 

- -
28.5 43.7 

28,5 43.7 
0.3 9.0 

28.2 34.7 

I (-) 0.1 
19.1 

19.2 
8.7 

10.5 

(+) 0.1 
42.4 

42.3 
1.6 

40.7 

1953-54 
( a) 

i C-) 27.6 
1-1430.7 

, 

1,4'58.3 
703.0 
755.3 

(-) 3.1 
33.J 

43.0 

13.5 

(+) 0.1 
20.2 

2001 
8.5 

11.6 

-
42.1 

42.1 
2.4 

39.7 

Prior to 1951-52 wheatmeal for porridge only. From 
1951-52 includes also invalid and health foods, 
semolina and wheat germ. 
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The next tahle shows details of the supplies of grain products entering 
CQ,li'sumpticn per head of population. Total consumption of the group per head in 1953- 54 
was 208.2 lb. compared with 211.4 lb. in 1952-53 and au R1rerage of 218.1 lb. during the 
three years ending 1948-49. The decline in 1953-54 was due principally to a decrease 
in the consumption of flour which fell to 189.8 lb. per head from 192.7 lb. in the 
previous year and average consumption of 201.9 lb. in the three immediate post-war 
years. Since the pre-war period there has been a ,decline in the consumption of 
oatmeal which has been offset by increased con8umption of breakfast foods from other 
grains, mainly prepared foods. The increase in the consumption of rice per head from 
1.1 lb. in 1949 .. 50 to the record level of 4.7 lb. ,in 1951-52 is directly attributable to 
the lifting of re'Strictions on sale to the public from 3rd Octoher, 1950. There was a 
decrease of 28 po r cent. to 3.4- lb. during 1952-53 and 1953-54. -

TABLE 42 SUPPLIES OF GRAIN PRODUCTS AV Jl.IL.A.BLE FOR CONSUJliIPTION g AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annUm) 

I Average Average , 
COlill"llodi ty 1936-37 to 1946-47 to 

1938 39 1948-49 
Flour . 

~87.~ I 201.9 
Bice (milled) 4.0 0.9 
Breakfast Foods _ 

FrOm Oats (Oatmeal and 
Rolled Oats) 5.0 4.0 

From 0 ther Grains 5 .. 6 8.2 
Pe.arl Barley 1 .. 0 0.5 
Barley Meal and Polished Wheat 

(Bice substitute) 
Edible Starch (Cornflour) 
Tapioca and Sago 

Total~ 

-
(b) 1 .. 4 

1.2 

205.3 

(a) SubjlEct to revision. 
(b) Of maize origin. 

(xiv) Beverage s 

0.5 
1.4 
0.7 

218.1 

1951-52 1952-53 

201.5 192.7 
4.7 3.4 

3.0 - 2.7 
9.1 10.5 
0.6 0.6 

0.2 0.2 
0.9 0 .. 8 
0.6 0.5 

220.6 211.4 

The items included in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer and vdne. 
Particulars of the production and utilization of beer and wine are· shown in the 
fa 1 lOwing table. 

1953-54-
(a) 

189.8 
3.4 

2.9 
10 .. 0 
0.5 

0.2 
1.0 
0.4 

208-.2 

The produotion of beer in 1953-54 was a record at 213.5 million ga+lons, and 
exceeded the average output for the three years ended 1938-39 by 130.0'million gallons 
(156 per cent.), and for the three years ended 1948-49 by 80.0 million gallons 
(60 per cent.). As the qua.'1.tity of beer exported is sm~ll, most of this i~crease WaS 

con surned in Australi a. -

Beverage wine production during 1953-54 is estimated at 14.9 million gallons. 
This was 2.1 million gallons (13 po r cent.) below the record productio'n of 1951-52 
but 6.5 million gallons (77 per cent.) greater than the average production during the 
three year.s ended 1938-39. Exports have declinep- by 63 per cent. since the pre-war yo arlS. 



42 
TABLE PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION OF BEER AND 'WINE 

Particulars 

Net Change on Stocks 
Production 
Imports 

To tal Supp Ii e Sll 

Exports (incl. Ships' Store s) 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) 
Consum tion in Australia 

Net Change in Stocks (d) 
Production (e) 
Imports 

Total SUJ2Eliesg 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Consumption in Australia 

I 

t 000 Gallons 

Average 
1936 ... 37 to 

1938 ... 39 

83 3 
553 

2,96 3 
80 077 

(+) 328 
8?442 

42 

8,1% 
3,911 
4,245 

Average 
1946...47 to 

1948-49 

(+)1,887 
14,134 

22 

12.269 
2,439 
9,830 

~.~~ Subject to revi sion. 
b Not available. See footnote 

I 

1951 ... 52 

(+) 576 
17,049 

80 

16 9 553 
1,204 

15,349· 

( c) 
(c) Balance figure, includes beer waste 

and allowance for net change in 
brewe~y stocks. 

Cd) Movements in stocks of Australian 
fortified wine in Bond. 

(e) Production of beverage wine. 

AUSTRALIA 

1953-54 1952 ... 53 (a) 

(+1 1 ,352 (+)1,453 
15,036 14,900 

8 40 

13,692 13.487 
1,204 1,428 

12,488 12,059 

Details of the consumption of each commodity included in the group, per head 
of population, are shown in the following table. 

Data covering the consumption of tea and coffee (up to the year 1946...47) are 
based on civilian sales of imported supplies, as recorded by the Tea Control Board. In 
the case of 'coffee, control of supplies by the Tea Control Board ceased in October, 1947, 
and the consumption figures for later periods have been based on imports of coffee 
cleared during the year. With the ending of tea rati0ning on 2nd July, 1950, consumption 
during 1950-51 increased to 7.5 lb. per head, but during 1951-52 and 1952-53 decreased 
again to the post-war level of 6.5 1b per head. In 1953-54 there was e. 3light upward 
movement to 6.8 lb. • Coffee conr'3umption declined from the level of 1.0 lb. per head during 
the three years ended 1948-49 to 0.7 lb. per head during 1952-53 but in 1953-54 due to 
a SUbstantial increase in imports the quanti'iy available for con!3umption increased 110 
1.1 Ib per head. Pre-war consumption was 0.6 lb. 

Beer consumption stati stics are based on the quantity of beer removed from 
breweries, duty paid, plus the quantity removed free of duty for oonsumption in 
Australia, with the addition of small quanti ties of impol.'ta oleared for hOIile oonsumption 
This method was adopted in 1953-54 as it was considered to give a more accurate result 
than the method previously in use. Adjustments have heen made on this basis to detaila 
for earlier years. Consumption of beer per haed was 23.0 gallons (230.1 lb.) in 1953-54 
compared with an average of 16.9 gallons (169.2 lb.) during the three years ended 1948-49 
and 11.7 gallons (116.6 lb.) during the three years ended 1938-39. 

Wine consumption reached its highest level in Australia during 1951-52 at 
1.8 gallons (18.4 lb.) per head. This compares with an average of 1.3 gallons (13.2 Ih.) 
during the three years ended 1948-49 and average consumption of 0.6 gallons (6.4 lb.) 
during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. During 1952-53 and 1953-54 consumption was 1.4 
gallons per head. . 



Tea 
Coffee 
Beer -

Wine -

TABLE 44 SUPPLIES OF TEA, COFFEE , BEER MJD WINE AV AI Li-J3LE FOR 

Commodi ty 

Actual in gallons 
Estimated wt. in Ih. (b) 
Actual in gallons 
Estimated 'wt. in lb. ( c) 

CONS1JJI,IO?TION g AUSTRALIA 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Average Average 
1936-37' to 1946-47 to 

1938..;.39 1948-49 
6.9 6.5 
0.6 1.0 

(ll ~ 7) (16.9) 
116.6 169.2 

(0.6) (1.3) 
6.4 13.2 

(a) Suhject to revision. 

1951-52 

6.5 
0.8 

(21.2) 
211.9 

(1.8) 
18.4 

"(b) Estimated weight of a gallon of beerg 10 lb. 
(c) Estimated weight of a gallon of wine; 10.3 Ih. 

4. RATIONING OF FOODSTUFFS 

1952-53 

6.5 
0.7 

(21.8) 
218.0 
. (1.4) 
14.0 

43 

1953-54 
(a) 

6.8 
1.1 

(23.0) 
230.1 

(1.4) 
13.9 

Particulars relating to the rationing of foodstuff s during and BOl)sequent 
to the 1939-45 War may be found in No.5 and earlier issues of this Report. 

5. DETAILED STATISTICIAL DATA SHOWIl'J'G ESTIMATED SUPPLIES .AND UTILIZATION 

OF FOODSTUFFS, YEAR 1953-54. 

The data pre sen ted in the previous page s of, thi s report for the year 1953-:-54 are 
based upon the statistics in the followingtable, which show the supply position in 
Australia for eaoh;i tem included in the fourteen groups covered, and provide a 
detailed analysis ()f distribution, movement in stocks and the quanti ty consumed for the 
year ended June, 1954. In cases where production is of a sed-sona1 nature, e.g. tomatoes, 
citrus and other fresh fruit ,and vegetables including potatoes, it is not possible to 
relate production and distribution strictly to fiscal or calendar years. It has been 
necessary, therefore, to apply details a.ppropriate to the seasonal period covered by the 
years specified. 

Wi th the. exception of fluid whole milk, beer and wine, parti culars of which 
are shovm in gallons, all other commodi tie s are recorded in uni ts of tons of 2,240 lb. 
In tho Be cases where thi s unit is not appropriate, the con;,)UlIlption per head has been 
expressed in terms of common usage (e'.g. fre;sh milk is shown in gallons as a footnote 
to the table.) 

The data included in the following table in respect of the year 1953-54 are 
generally subject to revision. 
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