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'1. DITRODUCTION 

This report; the fourth of its kind issued from this Bureau, contains 
aC0rrrPrehensi-ve review of food production and the consumption of foodstuffs and 
nutrients in Australia in the ye"r 1948-49 together with comparative date, for the pre-
war period (1936-37 to 19ji3-39; c,nd for e8ch of the years 1946-47 and ,1947-48) • . 

,The purpose of this report is to provide a statistical survey of the 
production, imports, exports and consumption of foodstuffs for Australi!?. The method 
employed to estimrte the quantitiGs of foodstuffs availe,ble for human consumption is 
to deduct net exports and :i,.ndustrial and other non-food usage from production and 
adjust for chari,ge.s in stocks where these dct£', ['.re Er'1ailable. 

While the dependability of the steti tics presented in this report 
has been established for most of the commodities covered, there are, h~rever, some ·for 
whiqh it, is not Possible to determine production and consumption with the accuracy 
desired. These. ,inc' udo poultry, g2me cend fish (fresh and shell)e,nd the quantities of. 
visibleoi~sarid fats entering consuMption. In ccddition, little information is 
nvailablEl'fcfJ to .the quantitiE3sof vegetables, fruit,eggs, etc., which householders 
produce for their ovm requirements, and the extent of wr-.ste,ge occurring in the 
marketing of foodstuffs. In all these ca.ses, careful estimrtes hrv8 been compiled 
from the bEjst avail[Jble dc.tft> Rnd the qucntities shovm as "entering consumption in 
AustralIa!; 'hr.ve been adj'Jsted as fccr as possiblo to allow for these circumstances.' ~ :. 
Other ,'d'ifficultios occur ir.,. ·t:'1e compilation of stctistics of consumption, end for these 
no elloV'mnco has' been ma.de. ' They include (i) tho absence of pcrticu12rs of stock 
movements in a limited number of cases; (i:i,) the disposal of surplus Army stores after 
the close of' the W8r nnd (iii) the qU8.ntity of foodstuffs purchased on the civilian .' 
m,..rket c.nd sent overseas in bulk and by pf'rcel post. These deficiencies, however, 
do not rerieusly 1.mpeir the nccuracy of the result. 

. ':'he ·detc.ils 0:' oonsumption per head included in the tables hecVe 'been • 
checkodw.l.th deta from other sourcos wherever poss,ible. These were obtairied . 
principdly frmri tne Food C onsu:rptj on Survey conducted in 1944 by the Nutrition 
Committee of the National Hecc:ah E'cncl Med:Lcnl Rcsec.rch Council, Such comparisons 
as c.re possible confirm 'L:18 re::'iability of the method used in this report. 

Scction 3 of the report, which deals with the level of nutrient 
intake in Australic.,hc.s been compiled by. the Nutrition Section of the Commonwealth 
Depr,rtment of Health.' The statistical to-bles included therein are based on the 
quantit~iescon:suried aG cc.lculp,ted by this Bureau. . 

.' ,I am indebted to the Depcrtment of Health, whose contribution has made 
it possible to nmplii.'y tho repcrt by t.ho inclusion of section 3; c.nd to lVIr. R.G. W£',lker 
Acting Officor~in-ClwrEe of tho?:c'cduc~i.on Branch of this Bureau for the compilation 
of the other sections of tho Report. 

COMMONVlFJl.LTHBURELU OF CENSUS'LND STLTISTICS 
"~"~-"'<~--:-"-""~-.-

Q£iliBERRA • I • C • T ll. 

ROL1~ND WILSON 
COIV!MONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 



2. 
2, GENERL1.. BEVIBW FOR YELR 1948-!~.2... 

Plentiful raini'c.ll over most agricultural, pastoral and dairying 
r.reas of the COl'lmonwealth during 1948-49 ensured tho continuance of the generally 
excellent conditions for primary production experienced during the 1947-48 season, 
Outstanding achievements of the year vJere the rellk'l.rkable recovery in the sugar industry 
and the considerable improvement in dairying end moat production. The principal 
ceneal crops (viz. whee.t, oats e.nd barley) Vlore somewhat smaller than the record crops 
harvested in 1947-48 but much in excess of the average pre-vmr crops. 

The movement in the production of the principal foodstuffs in 
1948-49 is summarized below: 

Milk:- Production of milk for all purposes showed a further increase to 1,207 million 
'go.llons, this figure being exceeded on only one occasion, viz. in 1939-40 when output 
reached 1,254 m~llion gallons_ The 1948-49 output was 65,5 million gallons (5.7 per 
cent.) greater than the average of the three years ended 1938-39. 

ButterJnd Otter Mil,,1\ }'roduct§.: - Output. of butter in 1948-49 at 165,000 tons showed 
a slight increaso in the previous yoo.r bu.t '7as 25,200 tons (13.2 per cent.) less than 
the pre-war aver2.ge. Choese production was 11e1l maintained at a level ~eetly above 
that of the pre-war period while the output of preserved milk products {86.4 million 
gallons whole milk equivalent) was a record. 

~:- The total production of meat (bone-in' weight; excluding offal) was 991,500 
tons. This exceeded the 1947-Lt8 output by ~.4g400 tons or 4.7 per cent. and the average 
of tho three pre-war years ended 1938-39 by 9,300 tons or 0.9 per cent. 

~ugrr:- The production of raw sugar rose from 581,600 tons (raw basis) in the 1947 
season to the record figure of 915,000 tens (ravJ basis) in the 1948 season. The 
latter figure exceeded the pre-war average by 135,700 tons or 17.4 per cent. 

Cerealu- The 1948-49 wheat crop of 190 .. 7 million bushels vms 29.4 million bushels 
113.4 por cent) less than tho 19l,7-48 record crop of 220.1 million bushels but 
excoedod. tho 8.vorage production for tho five seasons ended 1938-39 by 36.4 million 
bushols (23.6 per cent.). The production of ~,ts and barley was also less than the 
1947-/~8 records but much ciboye pre-vn-:r production. 

Qth.or Pr.,2.ductr; - Tho production of fresh fruit (including tomatoes) was 740,900 tons 
compared with 852,800 tons in 1947"48 apCt 672,000 tons for the pre-war average. 
Canned fruit production was iilGll Jl1IJ.intaj.ned but jam production declined steeply from 
89,700 tons in 1947-48 (a record) to 60,800 tons in 1948-49. The 1948 dried vine 
fruit crop was 84,800 tons compo.rod with 65,200 tons in the previous season and 
80,500 tons pre-war. Egg prod~lcticn vms a little higher than in the previous year. 
Honey production for the 1948-49 season at 23,750 tons vms easily the highest figure 

. ever rocorded. Potato production continued to declino, but at 453 ,500 tons in 1948-49 
was still above tho pre-war level. Production of other vogetables was slightly higher 
than in 191,7-48. Flour production constituted a nmv record at 1,498,900 long tons. 

( ii) Ex'Oorts I _ __ 

The movoment in t.ho volt:.me of exports (including exports as 
ships; stores)· of tho princip!ll fooc3tu!'fs during 1948-49 in comp£'crison with the 
previous year c.!J.d tho a\73rage for t:'l8 three pre-wnr yeers ended 1938-39 is summarized 
hereundor:-

Butt~r-£nd Othe~ ~fl~lk Pro~~- ~utter exports at 83,400 tons were slightly less 
thc.n in the previous year c.nd fell short of tho pro-war export level by 6,600 tons 
or 7.3 por conti There has been a Inrge incronse in exports of cheese and preserved 
milk products since pre-v/nr nnd consc:quently Gxports of nIl milk products (expressed 
in terms of milk equivalent) in 1948-49 at 487.8 million gallons exceeded the pre~lar 
average of 453.6 million gallons by 34.2 million gallons or 7.5 per cent. 

• 
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l\fI'.eat.: - Exports of carcass 111eo.t in 1948-49 c.mountod to 157,800 tons (bone-in weight) 
this being 15,100 tons (8.7 per cent.) less than in 1947-48, and 65,600 tons or 29.4 
per cent. below the pre-war average. HovTover, as a result of the large increase in 
canned meat exports, exports of tptel moe.t (expressed in ,terms of carcass weight 
equivalent) in 1948-49, viz., 226,100 tons Viere only 6,300 tons (2.7 per cent.) below the pro -war average. 

§ygar:- Exports of sUgFr (raw and refihed) in 1948-49 amounted to 416,700 tons compared 
with 101,600 tons in 1947-48 and 425,700 tons for the pre-war period. The estimated 
sugGr content of mnnufnctured products 0xported rose from 9,600 tons pre-w['.r to 44,312 tons in 1948-49. 

li'lheat D.nd Flour: ~ Exports of '\'rhe~t and flour ::'s r,rhe::'t during the cereal year ended 
30th Novomber, 1949 amounted to 119.5 million bushels (8?4 million bushels of wheat 
Qnd 37.1 million bushels of flour as wheet). This ne.s less than exports during the 
previous yoe,r but exceeded [,verage eXDorts during the throe years ended 1938-39 by 
12.7 million bushels or 11.9 per cent. 

other Produg,ts:- Exports of eggs and egg products, poultry I:'.nd rabbits, honey and 
canned fruit in,1948-49 were much in excess of the figures recorded for the previous 
yoar and for the pre-war period. Fresh fruit exports were lov:er thp,n in 1947-48 e.nd 
little more than half the pre-war level. Exports of dried vine fruits were also 
below pre -war figures, While exports of jams, rice (milled) and oatmeal were less than 
in 1947-48 but much in excess of pre-war exports. 

(iii) C ons1J,mption 

Details of the consumption of foodstuffs and bever:agGS expresxed, in 
pounds pOI' heccd per annum ere shown in fourteen commodity groups in the following table 
for tho yoars specified, The prinCipal changes since the previous yec.r were increases 
in meet, vogetcbles ond beverc.ges Cend decroased consun:.ption of sugar and potatoes. 

V'fith the notable exceptions of butter (which vre.s subject to consumer 
rationing), rice (restricted to cssential consuners) and oatmeal, total supplies 
r.vaila ble for censumption in 1948"49 rlOre, in eeneral, much great~r them for the pre .. 
par poried (::.ve;rc,ge 1936-37 to 1938-39). In addition to meeting the needs of the 
larger Populr:tii:Jn (which rose from :::bout 6,870,OCf) pre-war to 7,799,000 in 1948-49), 
those inCrO!lSed supplies perr'1itto\d higher lovels of consumption por her..d in the case of most foodstuffs. 

Tho quantities of foodstuffs ontering consumption as shown in the 
various to. bles throughout this report ure over-stn ted by the inclusion of food which 
has beon exported in thefcrm of individual gifts for",c;Grded by parcel post to the 
United Kingdom ['end elsewhere oversec.s, Tho totc.l quentities involved are estimcted 
to hrve beon 0bout 2,200 tons in 1945, 8,500 tons in 1946, 10,800 tons 
.in 1947, 9,500 tons in 1948 and 6,400 tons in 1949. The principal items comprised 

< cannod moc,t, drippil1-.g t.nd lerd, jr.m, dried fruit, presorved milk, cheese and canned . i'ruit. 

,The decline in the number of p!1.rcels desjJectched in 1948'-and 1949 
is proD'lbly due to tho introduction of the scheme whereby, through the agency of 
central authorities in i.ustralie end the United Kingdom, food is purchased and 
despp,tchod in bulk from Lustrnlic f'.nd is distributed in the United Kingdom. The 
foodstuffs inc1udod under this ccrrc.ngoment consist principeclly of dripping, honey 
and golden syrup (which flre despetched in bulk Qnd pncked in tho United Kingdom), 

,..connod mor.ts,cQnnedfruits, condensed milk, lemon butter, pastry mixtures, macaroni, 
jCrlS, cheese, glucose, h:rley suger, etc, Those qunntities 2re incIuded in the 
oxport ontries of tho Commonnealth [~nd thorofare when determng the quantities 

tconsutliod in AustrQlia duo alloymnce has been me,de .forthese items. 
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3. LEVEL !I' NJttRIENT IJfI'.AKE. 

In order to doterm~no whether the ouantity of the various 
foodstuffs passing into consumpti.on is sufficient for adeqp.ate nutrition, 
it is necessary to convert foodstuffs ~to nutrients. The basis for the 
computetion was the table of nutrient conversion factors published in the 
Report to tho Parliame.l'lt of tho Commonwealth of Austr~.lia' on Food Consumption 
'Levels in Australia and the United Kingdom. (Government Printer, Canberra, 1945). 
The nutritive valuesof the food passing into consumption during the year 
1948-49 ate shown in Table II following, with compr.risons fer previous years in 
Table III and with other countries in Table rv. 

No attempt has been me.de to compare Austra.lian figures with 
any set 'of requirements for the community, A number of standards of 
recommended dietary allowances has been developed, the, one most commonly used 
being that derived by tho National Research Council. of America. The princ~pal 
objection to rnc.k:lng any such comparison at this stage is that requirements ' 
for certain. of tho nutr~ents, particul"rly vitamin 1., riboflavin and niacin, 
are not stable and a great deal of work has y~t to be done on the human 
'requirements for those nutrients. To make comparison at this stage of our 
knowledge may introduce inaccuracies, 

The foilaWing summarizes the principal changes in t he level 
of nu~riont .intake during tho yerr 1948-49:-

CfJ.lories: Tl1ere has beon a slight rise in totnl calorie· tiltake I due :to smnll 
rises .in the consumption ofmoct, oils f'.nd fats, grain products and beverages. 

i 

Total Prote:iJlt There was little ch[lnge in to total protein intake. The 
slight fall ;in the consumption of milk and some other foodstuffs has been 
offset by a rise,in moat. 

!'.at: The slight riso wns duo mninly to tho increase in consumption. of meat 
and meat products. 

, 
Carbohydrrte i

: No significant change has occurred. 

Calcium: Thore vms a slight fall, owing to lorTOr consumption of milk (tnd milk 
products. 

Jlitamin 11.= Thore mlS no significant chango in the intake of this nutrient., 

Ascorbic Acid (Vita~: A slight fall occurred, duo to reduction of 
pote,to consumption. 

Thiamin (Vitamin D): No Significant change was recorded. 

The nutritive value of tho average quantity of foodstuffs 
estimcterl to be avo.i1able to the Lustr[~li[':n population in 1948.,49 in 
gerneral showed little change compared with th~t available in 1947-48 • 

.. -... ----
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9. 
4. !:RODUCT ION , DISTRIBUTION LND CONSUMf-TION OF INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES 

(i) .Milk and Milk Products (Exclyding Butter) 

There was a continuous decline in the production of whole milk in 
Lush'alia from th13 pe~.k of 1,254 million gallons reached in 1939-40 until 1944-45, .. 
wheJJ thE:l_Qutput recorded was 1,013 million gallons. A riumber of factors contributed 
to this decrease, including man-power difficulties during the war and seasonal 
conditions, which caused 8'reduction in the number of dairy cows in milk of about 

....... -:3'7§-;000 or 14 per cent'.betvJOEJn 1939 and 1947. Increases in the numbers of dairy 
cfows and good seasonal conditions have resulted in considerable improvement in milk 

.. production sincs 1946-47 •• 

.. h._·.·· 

The production of whole milk for all purposes during the year 1948-49 
was approximately 1,207.3 million gallons. This exceeded output during 1947-48 
by 34.2 million gallons or 2.9 per cent. and Fas 65.5 million gallons or 5.7 per cent, 
higher than the average output for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Whole milk 
output in 1948-49 has been exceeded on only one occasion, viz. in 1939-40, 
when 1,254.0 million gallons were produced. 

During the three years ended 1938-39, 78.1 per cent. of Australia's 
milk supply was ~ed for butter-making, 4.8 per cent, for chee,se manufacture, 2.9 
per cent. for condense.ry products nnd 14.2 per cent. for fluid consumption and other 
purposes. There he.s since been a considerable decline in the use of milk for 
butter, with corresponding increased in the quantities used for other purposes, the 
proportions in 1948-49 being 64.7 per cont. for butter, 7.8 per cent for cheese, 
7.2 per cent. for condensary products end 20.3 per cent for other purposes. 

Details of the quantity of whole milk produced and used for various 
purposes in the years 1944-45 to 1948-49 nrc shmT.n in the foll~Jing table in 
comporison with the average for the three years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

TABLE V : PRODUCTION & UTILIZATION OF WHOLE MILK llUsrRALIA 

( • 000 Gallons) 

- Quantitv [lsed for -Total 
Year Vlhole Milk Butter 'Cheese C'ondensary Other 

Produced (Factory (Facto:~ Products Purposes & Farm) & Farm 

Avorage 
~ - 1936-37 to 1938-39 1,141,776 891,755 54,933 33,226 161,862 

1944-45 1,012,830 670,206 76,533 62,440 203,651 
1945-46 1,077,469 701,819 89,555 65,313 220,782 
1946-47 1,079,640 &/8,293 91,086 70,450 239,811 
1947-48 1,173,105 763,049 90,121 78,113 241,822 

1948-49 (a) 1,207,269 781,694 93,723 86,434 245,418 

(a) Subject to revision. 

Details of the production and utilization of milk and milk products 
(excluding butter) are shown in the teble below for the year 1948-49, in comparison 

. with tho onrlior periods specified. 

During 1948-49 the quantities of powdered milk and infants' and 
invalids' foods produced and exported exceedod those of any previous year. The 

~ output of condensed end concentrated milk rlso constituted a record but exports VIere 
lower tho.n in 1946-47. The production of cheese in 1948"49 was slightly below the 

, high 1946-47 level but exports in the former year constituted a new record at 
26,200 tons. . 

\ 



10. 
TLBLE VI : PRODUCTION ,~ND UTILIZf:TION OF IIHLK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

(EXCLUDINjLBllTTER) : LUSTRf.LIA. 

Particule.rs 1947-48 

FLUIDVffiOLE MILK (MUlion Gallonsl 

Net Change in stocks .. ... .. 
Production . 1 .11,2 1 080 L.123 

Total Surmlies 1,142 1,080 • 1,173 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) - .. .. 
Miscellaneous Uses (b) 981 858 939 
Australian Consv.TIlption Lc) 161 222 231. 

QQ,fJpENSED AND CONCENTRATED MILK (1000 T-ons) 

(8) I ( .. )2.9 I (-) 1.3 

1948-49 (a) 

- , 

-
1.207 

1,207 

.. 
~~ 

(+) 0,7 Net Chrnge in St.ocks (dj 
Production 59 .. 3 _, __ ~2~1~~ry~~ ______ · ~5~0~.7~~ ______ ~59~0~-+ ____ ~~ ___ ~ 

T otal SVJ2plie s 

Exports (incl e Sh:tps ~ St.ores) 
Australian Consunption ' 

Net change in stocks (d) 
Production· 

T ota1 8UDP).~,£ 

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 

21.// 53.6 

£QYIDERED MILK ( 1 000 Tons) 

(e) ( +) 0.4 
9 5 " .JJ-t .. O 

9,,5 17 0 6 

1,,4 6.1 

60.3 

31.5 
28.8 

( .. ) 1,1 
20.4 

21,5 

8.9 

58.6 

31,6 
27.0 -

(+) 0,1 
25.3 

25,2 

11.3 
8 t l 11c5 12,6 13.9 Australie.n Co!:',s1.mrYtiion 

~~~--~-~~--~.~--------~--~~--~----~~--~--.... ~~~--------------~ " 

TN'¥' ~ 1\V!' ':: ., '~l"D -n.T"!r ~ T 'IDS i ''r~0-C'DC' ( ... "r:I UDING TIff'LTED MILK) .;;;.f's.;~~~~~~,_~,J J lVl!l ( 1000 Tons) -
~----------------~~-·'--·----~---~~··----~~--~~--~~~~--~~~~~--~I Ne' t Ch~ ",.' ~ r.::+ • '." f "1" f ) ( ., 0 6 (..;, 0" i (+) 0.3 clng,~ l_l ,,;voC.t('J \c.,) \8",. I .-'-

9.8 Pr oduction t--~ 32;:;....+ __ ----8~5~+----... 9~5-_+--........... -~1 
lotal Suuolies 3~2 9.1 ,- 9.6 

Exports (ine1" Shipo; Stores) 
Australian Conauffi'c:t.,ion 

Net Change in Stocks (cl; 
Production 

~l Supplie,§ 

Exports (incl. Sld.::;,s' Stqres) 
AustTt..lir_n C .)11S'lr:l~ti·:;n 

4.1 
5..1,-0 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Used in the manufacture of butter and cheese and conder-sed, etc. 

milk Droducts and cons1L'ned as sweet cream. 

9.5 

7.0 
265 

( .. )0,7 
43.2 

43.9 

26,2 
17.7 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Consurr~tion as fluid mil~, including milk consumed as ice-cream, etc. 
Including Imports. ' 
Not avo. iln ble • 

I 
, 

, 
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In the next tllble details. of the estimated supplies of milk and 
milk products (excluding bUtter) moving into consumption per head of population 
are shown for the years 1946-47 to 1948-49 in comp[trison with the nverage for the 
three years ended 1938-39. 

Tl..BLE VII : SUPPLIES OF MILK LND MILK PRODUCTS '(EXCLUDING BUTTER) 
MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION : LUSl'RLLI.I' • 

Commodity 

. . . 

(lb. per hand per annum) 

Average 
1936-37 to 

1938-39 
1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (a) 

Fluid Whole Milk -
< Estimated Weight (b) 240,2 

(23.4) 
302.4 
(29.5) 

313.7 
(30.6) 

312.6 
(30.5) . Actual quanti~y in gallons 

Fresh Cream 6.4 2.4 1.0 1.0 

Condensed Milk '- Full Cream -

Unsweetened 

Sweetened . 

) 
) 
) 

Skim~weetened ) 

2.09 4.0 

Concentrated Whole Milk ' 2.8 

2.8 

, 0.7 

3.9 

3.1 

0,6 

3.7, 

3.5·" 

0.5 

?9udored Milk -.Ful1 Cream 
Oc ••• 

Skim 

I~ants' and In~alidsl'Foods' 
(inc1iidingMnlted Milk) 1.0 1.5 1.5 

5 .5 

0.7 

5 .. 1. Cheese 6.1 

I Total .. As Milk Solids (c) 39.3 47,8 49.2 48.'8 
~L-~==========~==~~ __ ~~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~ __ ~~~~~ 
.. '? . 

(a) Subject to revision.· ; '\ 
(b) Estimated weight of o. gnllon of milk, 10,25 lb. 
(c) The total figures nre in tarms of milk solids, Figures for 

individu~.l commodities are nctua1 net weights. 

The consunption per he[d of milk products -(excluding butter) 
expressed f'.S milk solids VJas 48.8 lb. in 1948-49 compared vrith 49.2 lb. in 1947-48 
and 39.3 lb. during the three years ended 1938-39. This increase since the pre-war 
period is ·gue mainly to the substant·i'l rise in 'fluid whole milk c om~umption from 
240.2 lb. pre-vror to 312.6 lb. in 1948-49. Consumption of cheese and condensed, 
concentrated nnd powdered milk in 1948-49 VILS also r.bove the pre-vre.r levels. In 
general, consumption of milk and milk products vms lOFer in :),,948-49 than "in the 
previous year. 

( ii) fife.a t 

Production of meat (bone-in weight) in "Australia during 1948-49 
is estimrted at 991,500 tons, exclusive of ccpproximately 47,100 tons of edible 
offal. " This represents an increase on the 1947-48 figures of 44,400 tons or 4.7 
per cent. nnd 9,300 tons or 0.9 per cent. on the average production for the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

The production of both beef (incl, voa1) and lamb in 1948~49 
exceeded the corresponding output for the previous year and also that for the pre-war 
period. Mutton production, which declined from 201,400 tons pre-war to 165,600 tons 
in 1947-48, recovered to 181,300 tons in 1948-490 The production of total pigments 
in 1948-49, although greater than in 1947-48, wes slightly below the pre-war average. 
Becan and ham production declined from its peak of 56,246 tons (cured weight) in 
1944-45 to 41,600 tons (cured vleight) in 1948-49. 
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The production of edible offe,l, rihich is not included in the carcass 
, YJeight of mOQt, is ostim:Jted at 47,100 tons in 1948-49 compnrod with 45,900 tons ' 

in 1947-48 and average production of 48,000 tons during the yee.rs 1936-37 to 1938-39. 

Comparative details of the production of each closs of meat are 
shown in the table below. 

TLBLE VIII : PRODUCTION OF I!m:~AT (BONE .. IN ·m:IGHT) : J.USTRALIA 
('000 Tons) 

Class of Meat 
Lverage 

1936"37 to 
193B-,Q 

1946-47 , 1947-48 1948-49 (a) 

Beef and Veal 

Mutton 

Lamb 

Pork (b) 

Bacon nnd Han (Cured T,7eight) 

Total Pigneats (as Pork) 

Total -
Offnl (Edible) 

569.1 

201.4 

117.6 

94.1 

982.2 

487.8 

182.6 

120.0 

30.0 

47.7 

94.8 

44.9 

562.0 

129.7 

27.4 

45.9 

89.8 

947.1 

(a) Subject to revision. 
(b) Includes estJ.rTte.s for trulmlngs from bGconer carcasses. 

577.3 

181.3 .. ' 

139.1 

37.3 

41.6 

93.8 

991.5 

47.1 

Particulnrs of tho production and utilization of meat are shown in 
the two tnbles following. In Table IX sop8.r,te dotails pre given for each class 
of' cnrcass mocct, distinguishing botw8Em tho quo.ntities exported or consumed as fresh 
or frozen ment and tho quantities used for canning and curing. Table X shows 
pnrticulo.rs of the production and utilizl'.tion of totnl Cflrcass meat, canned meat and 
bacon and ham and of 0.11 moo,t (excluding offal) exprossed in terms of C[l,rcass 
equivalent weight. 

During 1948-49 exports of Cf.rcass J:loat oDounted to 157,800 tons 
(bone-in-wei~ht) this being 15,100 tons (8.7 per cent.) less than in 1947-48 and 
65,600 tons (29.4 per cent.) below nverrge exports during the throe years ended 
1938-39. There ho.s, howevor, been a remarkable expansion in exports of canned meat 
from 5,500 tons (canned weight) pre-war to 40,700 tons in 1948-49 and as a result, 
total ment exports (including canned and cured meat expressed in terms of carcass 
meat), estimated at 226,100 tons in 1948-49, '-lOre only 6,300 tons (2.7 per cent.) 
ro1oVll' the corresponding pre"'\i1(lr e.vernge of 232,400 tons. Total meat exports 
(expressed in carcass weight equivalent) in 1948-49 vrere 6,700 tens (2.9 pet ,Gent.) 
less than in 1947-48. 

Australian consumption of mont (including cured and canned in 
terms of carcass we ight) Vins 764,900 tons in 1948"49 c omperod with 708,700 tons in 
1947-48 and avoram3 consumption for tho yoars 1936-37 to 1938-39 of 749,800 tons. 

J 
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TABLE IX PRODUCTION LND UTI!:!IZLTION OF C[;RCfl.SS 
('000 Tons ~ Bone ... in 'I~eight 

Aver;g;;--, "'-'- i 

Particulars 1936-37 to ! 1946-47 1947-48 1948~49 (a) 
r-______________________ ~~1~L9~)3~8-~~~a __ ~I --------~----------~---------t 

; Net Change in Stocks (0) 
I Production . 

Total Supplie..§ 

, Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 
Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
AustIQlian Consum tion 

Net Chnnge in Stocks (c) 
Production 

Total 'Supplies 
., -, -

Miscellane oue ,Uses (e) ~ , 1:) 0 6 7.6 

17 

Exports 17.3 I 23 • .3 8.7 

A stralian C on~Illl2:.t,-=i.-on ______ --,~_~ _____ I __ 4.51;...1. ____ ;;;;;1.5 ... 0"""'-"-':"'8_ ...... __ 5 

and estimates for 
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Ti~BLE X • PRODUCTION j,ND UTILIZl'.TION OF MEAT (a) • A UsrRA..1Ill: . • --

( t .000 Tons) 

-! Average, 
Particulars 

.i 
1936-37 to 1946"47 1947-48 1948-49{b) 

1938-39 

~LRCASS MEl,T·, Bon~-1n wei~htl 
I - (-) 5.0 (+ ) 5.2. I Net Change in Stocks (e) (d) (-) 5.3 

I'roduction 982.2 885.2 947.1 991.5 I 

Total Supplies , 982.2 890.5 952.1 986.3 __ 

Exports (inc, Ships' Stores) 223.4 172.4 172.9 l5? ,8' 
I Miscellaneous Uses (0) 66.6 143.6 145.3 125.7 

A't'stro.linn Consumption 692 2 574 5 633.9 702.8 
I 

I 

CANNED lVIEl~T {Canned Uei~htl 
, 

Net Chf'.nge in Stocks (c) (d) (f)( .. )lO.$ (+) 5.6 (-) 3.4 1 
Production 12 .. 0 51.2 50...! 45.7 ! 

Total Supplies 12-;0 I 62.0 44.5 49.1 I 

I 
, --

Exports (incl. Ships! Stores) 5.5 53.5 34.5 40.7 ~ I Australian Consumption 6 5 ; 8 5 10 0 8.~ . 
> 

]AQ,ON AND HAM (Cured vTeiaht) 

Net Change in S~s (c) Cd) ( .. ) 0.2 (') 0.1 ( -)0.1 
Production 32.5 47.7 45.9 J..1.6 

Total Supplies 32.5 47.9 45.8 41.7 

Exports (incl. Shi!)s' Stores) 1.0 3.3 2,7 , 3.4 , 

Miscellaneous Uses (g) - 2.1 2.1 2.2 
Australian CQns~1ion --1l,2 42 5 D.O 36.1 ~ . 

I.Q]2~1...~J'l' (In terms of Carcass E~u!valent We!gbtl 
II! 

~- ~ • 
Not Chr.nge in Stocks (c) (h) (d) (-)16.1 . (+) 5.6 I (+) 0.5 ; 

Production 982.2 885 2 947.1 991.5 

Total SuppUo s 982.2 901,3 941.5 991.0 
. 

Exports (incl. Shmps' Stores) (h) 232.4 255.2 232.8 226,1 
I Australian c onsumntion (h) 749. 8 646 1 70S.7 764.9 

(a) Excludes Offal. (b) Subject to revision. (c) Includes imports. (d) Not available.~ 
(e) Used for canning and curing. (f) Includes allowances for quantities exported from, 
surplus Service stocks, (g) For canning. (h) Canned and cured meat is included at its 
carcass equivalent weight. . .. 

Details of the sup~lies of meat moving into consumption per head 
of population are shown in the following treble in terms of both carcass weight and 
retail weight. 

.~ 
;, 

The basic data relating to supplies of meat moving into consumption 
are given in terms of primary distribution ",eight, i.e. on a cold carcass weight basiS, 
as this is a convenient measure for the comparison of the weights of meat consumed in 
different forms. For example, some 2t lbs. of carcass meret are required to produce 
lIb, of canned corned beef p·lthough some of the fat does not go into the canned prOduct 
but remains available for consumption or for separate export from the producing 
country. Cllrcass weight indicates "quantity" from the production point of view; 
retail weight represents "quantityll from the retail purchase point of view; edible 
vJeight represents "quantity" from the consumption point of view andis used in the 
calculation of nutrients. 

Meat rationing in AustrL,lia commenced on 17th January, 1944 Md 
terminated on ~lst June, 1948. Details of the ration scales operating during this 
period vere given in Section 5 of Report No.2, 
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As a result of the rationing of maat, the c~nsumpt,ion per 'head fell 
from thEl pre-war figure of 253.0 lb. co.rcass Height (179.6 lb, retail weight) e,nd 
reached it s lowest point in 1946-47 ct 201~ 7 lb. co.rcnss weight (143.2 lb. retail 
vlGight). There w[.s a rise in 1947-48 (the lc.st year of ration::ing) to 216.8 lb. 
carcass weight'(153.9 Ib" retail lieight) o.nd a further increase in 1948"49 following 
the lifting of rationing, to 228,1 Ib .. carcassvwight (16:~.0 lb~ retail weight) • 

. ~ Consumption in the latter year was, hovrever, 9.$ pOl' cent. lOlJeY.' than in the pre-war 

, 

period. ' 

Beef and veal consumpt~onper heed has risen'from 96.5 lb. (carcass 
weight) in 1946-47 to 108-9 Ib o in 1947-48 and 121c3 lbQ in 1948"49 ~~t is still 
substantially below the pre-war figure of l44el lb~ ~h:!'ton consumption in 1948-49 
at 44.9 Ib, per head we·s o.lso much bEllow the pre-war level of 59 0 6 lb. bat 18mb 
consumption per head has risen from 15,0 lb. pre-war to 28~2 lb, in 1948-49. The 
c onsul'!lption of roc on and hi:>m has fallen from high 1H9r-ti me levels to a bout the 
pre-vlf'r figure, \7hile pork consumption, fllthough increasing, is!'!till much less than 
bef ore the war. ' 

It should be noted that the pc.rticulcrs reln~;ing to pork consumption 
embrllce 0.11 pigmeat other than brcon and hnm, including that used for small-goods. 

It should also be noted that effectivo camp-rison cannot be made between 
the consumption per hered of those ner.ts which Fere the subject of i'rctioning and the 
actual quantity allowed under the rc.tion sco.le unless ollowance is made for the 
following factors, ;1:'.:3., 

(i) 1l11owance for bone, trinmings c.nd wO.ste to reuu~e cnrcacs weight to 
its retail equivalent. 

r· 
(ii) consumption of meat outside ordinr"ry consumers' r2.tion, e.g~ meals 

ser70C~ in crfos J hotals, etc., nanufecture of srne,ll goods, extra 
ration for medical cases. 

(iii) consumption of nec.t in those areE,S not sub,ject to rationing control. 

(iv) ment s.1a.ughtered on fc,rms for farm suppl::cs. 

, 
I 
I· 
i , 
, >.'", T1'.BLE XI : SUPLI;IEI?.-9F '!~.-U~lQLUpING C~~QkilJNE1L£1mLE.DI;'1;:-JE._QFFAL) 

MOVING INTO COJIISUMFTION ~ AUSTRALIA' 
- (lb. per h~;dp~~'annu~)-~-~~ 

- -, , Average, 
~ Commodity 1936 .. 37 to 19!+6~ - 1938 .. 39 

- t 

~- 19L:,7-!o.8 1948-49 

--Beef a'nd Veal, Bone -in tIe ight 14401 96 v , 
,~ I lO8 Q 9 121.3 

I 

Mutton, Bone-in IIeight 59.6 46 0 

, I U" '2 44.9 

.Lamb, Bone-in ~eight 15.,0 fY, 
,;....".t... ,~ 

! 

! I 
2S (~\ 28.2 '7 I '.' ;tl.""-

." 

Pork, Bono-in Weight 10,4 b" " I, 7.1 7.4 (;-

Offal I l:L,4 .~-, 

'. 

I - , q n 8~4 ; 
i /·c./ 

'. (b) (c) Canned Meat 20 
i 

5 2 'J 2.4 , , 
11'1 

Bacon nnd Ham (d) ].O,,3 "1') 
.J...,,,,,. 7 

-.~. d~~J) 10.L.. 

In Terms of Co.rcass Vleight . (e) 253.0 201, Total 
In(i)rms of Retail \~eight 

172 • .2 II) . 

7 216.8 228.1 

2 153.9 162 0 

(0.) Subject to revision. (b) CRnned \'leight. (c) Included und8r fresh meat at its 
carcass weight. (d) Cured weight. . (0) Including OffaL (f) Retail ,,"eight is 

.... calculated at 71 per cent. of cnrcass vmight to &1101,7 for 'bone$ trimmings and waste. 

(a) 
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(iii) Poultry, GC.I:le and Fish 

Although details of the qurntities of poultry 2.nd game entering 
consumption in Austrnlir. cc.nnot be me,:'.sured precisely, evidence 2vail2ble suggests 
that consumption during tho yenrs 1945 to lC;47-48 vm.s higher then in previous yee.rs 'I 
due to the short2ge of foodstuffs for poultry, resulting in the dispos8.1 of surplus 
birds for t"'ble usa nd tho domrn"l for me-t off the ration, I 

Aveilable d<b. indicctes th2.t since the lifting of meat rationing I 

on 21st June, 1948 thoro hus boon a fe.ll in the consumption of poultry and game per . ! 

head, which is estil!lE'tod rt 15.1 Ib, CFrcass vleight (E.8 lb. edible weight) in 1948-49 
compared with 16.1 Ib, CE::.rC9SS weight (9.3 lb. edible neight) in 1947-48 2.nd average .. 
consumption of 9.7 lb. carcass 1,70iR"ht (5.6 lb. edible weight) during the three years If! 
ended 1938-39. . 

Lace1 production of fresh ~md sholl fish vThich declined during the 
VJe.r years is nO\7 slightly rbove tho pro-vn::r 1evol. Hm7ever, owing to the increase 
in populc.tion and to tho 1FTger quantitios boing usod for canning, the' consumption ; 
per head is lovrer., The consumption of fish (fresh 8nd shell) per head of population 
was about 6,5 1b, (edible ,;wight) in 1948-49 compe.red with 6.4 1b, (edible weight) 
in 1947-48 and 7.1 1b, (edible vTei~:ht) during the throe years endod 1938-39, 

i' Althour::h an importcnt foodstuff in most countries, fish is not a 
ste"ple item in the diet of AustrR1icns. During the poriod of meat re.tioning tho 
demand for fish increased but production declined and it continuod to be in short • 
supply. It is still re,7arded rather as a luxury, 

Prior to tho rmr, consumption of canned fish in Australia was almost 
entirely from imported supplies. Since the vrnr, fish canning in Australia has shown 
a marked development and during 1948-49 cpproximnte1y ono-quarter of tho total 
quantity of canned fish consuI:led VIC.S of local origin. However, import2tions of fish " 
which were drastically curtc,ilod during the vmr eTe still much below tho pre-war 
level and consequently tho total consumption of cr.nnod fish in 1948"49 at 3.1 lb. 
per head fell short of the pre-wo.r figure of 4.1 lb. 

Particulars of the estim",ted supplies of each commodity included 
in this group' entering consumption dur.ing the three pre-war yerTs, and in e2.ch year • 
1946-47 to 1948-49 are shown in the tablo beloliT. 

T! BLE XII : SUPPLIES OF rOULTRY, Gl.N~ LND FISH MOVING INTO 
CONsmt~IoN : AUSTRll1IA 
(lb. Dar hoad 12er annum) 

Lverage, 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 

lc)38-39 
Poul try (Carcass Weight) 10.7 

Rabbits and Hares (Carcass ) 9.7 

Weight) ) 5.4 

Fish - Fresh (Ediblo Yiaight) 6.4 6.0 

Shell (Edible no ight) 0.7 0.4 

Canned (Edible Heir':ht) 1..,1 2 5 

Total Edible \leight 16.8 lfJ.2 
- _ ... 

(aT Subject to revision. 
(iv) ~~ and Egg Froducts 

1947-48 

10.7 

5.4 

5.7 

0.7 

3 5 

19.2 

1948-49 (a) 

9.7 

5.4 

5.7 

0.8 

,",J,.1 

18.4 

Statistics of egg production must necessarily be accepted with some 
reserve.> In the absence of a complote census of egg production, which YTould involve 
consider[,ble labour and expense vTith results that might not be very different from the 
data now obtained, it is more expedient to compute a figure bo,sod upon the best data 
available. The production shonn in tho fo11o"'in;- tible 1 therefore, is resod upon the 
records of Egg Bo~rds of lJroduction from f'.ret:.s under their control plus ostimr.teS of 
production from unc ontrol1ed s.rer.s [: nd by It beck yard It poultry-keepers bs;sed on dc.tG 
obtainod from other sourcos. Tho lovel of product,ion in 1948-49 vms ['.bout 119,000 

. 

• 

tons (tho oquivalent of ['bout 204 nillion dozon)coffiv"rod nith the pre-weT E'.verage of 
just under 90,000 tons or r.bout 154 million dozon. Egg production is ostinated to have ~ 
re&ched n peak of Gbout 122,000 tons (208 million dozen) in 1946-47. Exports of shell 
eggs during 1948-49 amounted to 11,<)00 tons, compaed with 8,800 tons during the 
previous year E'.nd ['.verD,~ oxports of 7 ,600 tons during the three yee.rs ended 1938-39. 



• 17, 

rfhi1e the qmmtity of egg pulp exported prior to the Vlc,r wes negligible, 12,700 tons 

... (expressed in terms of woight of shell eggs) of pulp nere exported in 1948-49 • 
~ 

The processing of egg pO'l!dGr nas introduced during the W8"r to meet 
the requirements of the Armel Forcos in f.ustraliR [md hi's since continued on a 

~ 
reduced scalechiofly for export purposos. L 1'1 rkct in Australir for this product 
hc:,s not yet beon established duo, no doubt, to the ;vailability of fresh eggs'. 

Comp8rctive details of the ;Jroduction and, utilization of eggs and . 
egg products ~--ro shown in tho folloning tEblo. .. 

~ TABLE XIII : PRODUCTION LED UTILIZf,TION OF EGGS LND EGG PRODUCTS : J.UsrRLLIL 

('000 Tons) 

-. ,,. " ..... !:..verc.ge, 
I Particulrrs 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (a) 

19~8-22 I 
'". 

SHELL EQQ§ 
in Stoc~---r---Tb)-'--Net Changq ( -) 0.4 (+) 0.4 (+) 0.1 

Production (c) a2 5 121 7 118.8 l19,l. ,. 
Total Supciies . 89.5 i22.l li8.4 i 119.3 

I " . ---r----'-
" , 

rc ," ... , ..... . " " 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 7.6 10.5 8.8 11.9" 
Miscellaneous Uses (d) 3.2 ~2.3 23.7 I 22.8 
Australiecn Consumoti9,D 78.7 89.3 ~5...2.- 8l. 6 . " 

~GG pamER (0) 
". 

. ~-'" 

NetChange""inSt"ocks 
.... ~ 

(-) 3.2 (-) 0.4 1 - -
Production - 6.1i 2 0 l...2 ... -
" To;tal SUl2I:llies - 9.6 2.4 1.2 ro-.-----r---------'''--- -

" Exports - 9.6 2.3 1,1 
Australian CQllsumntion - -- 0.1 0.1 

:§illLj~l)1P (J4.gujd i"Iholcl.J.cl -Net Chl'lnge in Stocks ( b) I (-) 4.5 {+)l.4 ( -)1.,2 
Production 2.LL.. 17 7 21 2 21.3 . 

T otal S:u.I:ll2l~GS 3e2 22.2 19.8 22,5 
r.--- .---

Exports 0.3 11.3 12.2 12.7 
~Miscellaneous Usos (f) - 2.3 0.1 0.2 
Australian Consu!!112tion - 2,9 is 6 7, 5 9.6 

J 
TGrLL EGGS (ol 

~- - --("1;,-Not Change in Stocks r -) ,8.1 -t+)l.4 -(-) 1.1 
Producti<;m 89 5 121.7 118.8 l19.~ 

T otD.l Supplies 89.5 129.8 117.4 l20.5 
< 

Exports (incl. Ships' Storos) 7.9 31.4 23.3 25.7 
Miscellaneous Uses (g) - 0.5 0.6 0,5 
imstrEtlian. C onsUInntion 

t 

81...6 27.9 9'3 5 9L..,3 
• (n) Subject to'revision • (b) Not available. (c) Includes estilllr.tes for uncontrolled 
commorciEtl production end production by self-suppliers. (d) For Pulping and fOWder and 

,. waste.ge. (e) In terms of weight of sholl eggs. (f) ~'rocessed int 0 powder. g) Hnstnge • . 

. 
,.... 
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TIbile tho greator part of the increc.se in egg production since 
before tho vr['.r has beon exportod in the form of shell eggs and egg pulp and povlder 
increased supplies havo rlso been a.veiln.ble for consumption in L.ustralia. Consumption 
of ergs (shell eggs 2nd pulp expressed feS shell eggs) per head e.t 27.1 lb. (248 eggs) 
in 1948-49, e.lthough bel0l7 consU11ption of 1946-47 "nO. 1947-48 exceeded the ['vorage ' 
of 26.6 lb. (243 ogrs) during the throe yeers onded 1938-39. Supplies of shell eggs. 
E\nd the shell egg equivf.lont of liCluid '."holo egg por hoed moving into consumption 
are deteiled 'inthe follovlirw trUe -

:rLBLE XIV : SU?::LIES OF EGe'S :ND EGG ?HODUCTS r,;OVING INTO 
cOiSU'M?T'I'ON : j.USTRALIA --

(lb. per heed per e.nnum) 

Commodity 
l.verr.ge, 

1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 
_ .. - 1~~8-;22 ... -

Shell Eggs 25.7 26.6 25.2 

Egg Powder (b) - ... -
Egg Pulp (Liquid \'1hole) (b) 0.9 2.6 2.2 

. Total Shell Equivalent -

lb. per head 26,6 29.2 27.4 

No. per head (c) 243 267 251 

- I 

1948-49(0.) 

24.3 

-
2,8 

27.1 

248 

(a) Subject to revJ.s~on. (b) In terr.:ts of shell eggs. (c) The average weight of an 
egg in Australin is to.ken as 1.75 oz. 

(v) eils Rnd Fats (includinr: Butter) 

Ref3rence is made in Section 4 (i) to the decline in the 
production of butter since 1938-39 [.nel the frctors contributing to this decline. 
:;::roduction dropped from the pre-vIer cwer',£"o (1936-37 to 1938-39) of 191,000 tons to 
141,400 tons in 1945 end by lS46-47 hrd risen only slir{htly to 143,400 tons. During 
1947-48, however, BS 0. result of improvod soasoncl conditions end other factors , 
output increo.sed moro sh::-rply, roccching 161,800 tons and this VJ::lS follov;red by a 
further.·rise to 165,700 tons in 1948-4.9. 

The rationing of butter, which '·'('s introduced in June, 1943 e,nd 
continu~d until 16th Juno, 1950, d.epressed t.ho qU'ntity consumed in Australia and 
offset ,to some extent the effect of the decline in production, thus enF'bling exports 
to be increased by the mrgin of s vings through rs.tioning. Nevertheless, exports 
declined grecctly and during 1946-47 amounted to 60,700 tons Y:hich vms considerably 
below the pre-war figure of 90,000 tons. IVhinly as a result of increased output, 
butter exports were higher in 1947-48 rnd 1948-49 but the figure in the latter year 
(83,400 tons) v~.s 6,600 tons or 7.3 per cent. below average exports during the three 
years ended 1938-39. 

The production of mnrgnrine in 1948~49 was 9,000 tons c:£ table 
grade and 21,000 tons of industrial gredo, compc.rod liTith 4,800 tons and 18,700 tons 
respectively in 1947-48 and vlith avor?go output of 2,800 tons and 12,200 tons 
respectively during the throe yeers ondod1938-39. Prior to tho war the production 

. 

I .-
1 
i 

of table mr.rgarine in Lustrelia wes rostricted by State legisle.tion but output was ~ 
considerably expfmded during the v-mr years to moet th'J requiremonts of the Arrood 
Forces and reached a pocck of 11,900 tons in 1944. There hE'S been a deme..nd for this 
product in subsequent years for export purposes but output has been restricted 
because of the shorte.ge of coconut oil E'nd other oils cend fats used in its 
manufacture, although considerable improvement 1;7<:'8 evL'ent in 1948-49. 
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Comparative detail$q£ . the production and utilization of butter 
and of both grades of .marg~rinenre shown i~ the fnl101J1Jing te,ble. 

TABLEYN : ?ROPUCTION LND UTILIZATION OF"BUTTER AND Mf.RGARINE : 
(1000 Tons) 

Particulcrs 1946-47 1947-4(3 1948-49(a) 
AV9rage, 

1936-37 to 
1938 .. 39 

~~---.-.~------------------~--~~~~----------~---------~~----~~ ................. -

.~~ ________________ ~ ___ ~ ____ ~~]~m~T~ER;,~ _________ r-________ T-______ ~ 

lNet Change in Stocks 
Pr'od uction 

(b) (-)2.2 
~ _____ 12lL,~0~ ________ ~~4~ ______ ~~~+-__ ~~ __ ~ 

Total Supplies 191,0 145.6 

irexports (incl. Ships' Stores)(c) 90~0 60.7 
lAustra:!-ian Consumption 101.0 84.9 
~--"-""" -------------------------------------~---------~-----,----------~ ,------------~-----------~ 

;.r" .. ,-' .' ~ .. ,- lff£:.RGlJn~ - TABLE 

. !Net Ch~.nge in StocKS 
Production 

Total Supplies 2.87.8 
~---,------~----~-------+---

~xports - 5.4 
I~A~u~s~]~ra~l~~~·a~n~C~o~n~su~m~p~t~i~o~n~ ____ ~ ______ ~~ _____ 2~,~.8~) __ ~ ____ , ___ ~2~,.~.4~~----______ ~~~~ ____ ~~~ 

lMltG/RINE .. OTHER 

Net Change in Stocks 
,. Pr oduction, 
~---------------------------------------,~------------,~------------~-----------_T---~--------~ (a) (-) O.~ 

l2c2 17.2 
~-----~------+----,----------~----------_r------------~ 

Iotal Supplies, 17.3 

Exports -0.5 . 
. MiscellaD60us Uaes (d) -0.2 
Australirn Consumption 12,2 16.6 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not 8veilable. (c) Includes dry butter fat, ghee and 
tropical spread expressed as butter. (d) Used in the ... l'!l.8,nufacture of table margarine. 

, .... " .' ..... -"~ , 

Butter rationing mlS introduced in Australia on .7th June, 1943 at 
the rate of S oz, per head per week, but .. was reduced to 6 oz. per week on 5th June, 
1944. Consumption per head, which during the three yee.rs ended 19.38-.39 averaged 
32.9 lb., declined following the introduction of rati()ning to 27.5 lb. in 1944. This 
was followed by further diminution in each succeeding yee.r to 1948,,1.9, when consumpt­
ion was 24.3 lb. per head •.. ConsUr.J.ption of ranrgarine per head was 1,,0 lb. table 
grade and 6.0 lb. industrial grade in 1948-49 compared with 0 0 9 lb, and 4,0 lb. 
respectively in tbo pre-war. period, . 

. For -the purpose of calculating civilian consumption, lard production 
has been estimr.ted on the oosis of c. return of 6 lb. per pig slaughtered, This 
places' the consumption per hO!'d in 1948-49 at 1 •. 2 lb. 

... Little inforll1.S:t;,ion is availLcble concerning supplies of vegetable 
;. oils and 0ther fats availr.ble for consumption and accordingly it has been necessary to 

use surve;r data in estimpting consuml",tion of these commodities. The estimates 
obta.ined exclude allowance for "inv:isible" fats entering into consumption, e.g. 
those present in me[lt, ,i.ish, 'cheese and milk. \ 



Details of the estim2.ted sU1"'Dlies of "visible ll fats and oils 
entering consum~Jtion per heo.d of population f're shown in the follmving table for the 
three yeo.rs ended 1938-39 and for each yo~.r 1946-47 to 1948-49. ... ,. 

TLBLE X!± : SU:·~cLIES OF "VISIBLE". FLTS LND OILS roIOVING INTO CONSUMPTION : AUsrRL.LIA .. 

(lb. per head per annum) 

Averr,r,o, 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (a 

~- - -- 1938-39 
Butter 32.9 

Mo.rgc.rine - Table 0.9 
Other 4.0 

Lard 1,7 

Vegetable Oils C'ond Othor Fats 4.7 

T,g.tal Fat Conten:t 37.6 
-- . -

(a) Subject to revision. 

( vi) Sur-ar nnd S;'lr:Y.tls 

25.3 

0.7 
5.0 

1.2 

4.0 

30.9 

24.8 

1.0 
5.4 

1,2 

4.0 

31.1 -

24.3 

1.0 
6.0 

4.0 

31.2 

The decline in tho nroduction of cecne sug~r in Lustralia from the 
avore.ge for the three pre-wer soasons L of 775,700 tons of r~w sugar (804,400 tons at 
94 net titre) to 581,600 tons of rrXl sur,ar (605,300 tons at 94 net titre) in the 1947 ~ 
season, o.rose chiefly from vlElr-time contingoncies • Labour shorto.ges, insufficient 
supplies of fertilizers 2.nd vnric.tions in seasono.l conditions h8.ve 0.11 contributed to 
the lowering of output. 

FollowinG improvement in the 1,- bour supply for cutting and millinG 
and excellent seo.son[',l conditions co,re sUfoer production showed [" re!llC.rkable increase 
during tho F48 soc.son, reflchinG the roc ord figure of 915,000 tons of rn.w sugar 
(943,100 tons f'.t 94 not titre). Tho previous lo.rgost Lustralkn sugar crop vms 
895.,200 tons of rr:Vl SUCTr (928,600 tons o.t 94 net titre) in 1939. The 1949 crop is 
at prosent ostimo.tod at about 906,400 tons or 940,000 tons at 94 net titre. 

The follovling to.blo gives details of production end utiliz8.tion of 
raw sugar for 1948~49 with comp~rc.tive detc.ils for tho previous years indicated, 
It should be noted tho.t the details Given below refer to the 2.nnuo.l periods sho,.'11 c_t 
the hoC'.d of the table v!ithout regf.rd to sonson in which the sugar vms produced. They 
include beet sugar. 

1:tBLE l'VII :tRODUCTION LND UTILIZLTION OF RLU SUGLR : l~UsrRlJ.LIJ'J. 
(r000 Tons) 

.. 

ParticullJ_rs 

Net Change in Stocks (b) 
---

Production (Rmv) 

T. otal-.§uwlie s 

Exports (d) (including suear 
conter.t of m~nufactured products 
exported) 

Miscellaneous Uses (e) 
Civilian consumption - (including 

l.verc.ge, 
1936-37 to 
1938~351 
(+)6.2 (c) 
779,3 

773.1 

435.3 
11.2 

suw'r contont of mnnufactured I 

1946-47 

( .. ) 42.9 
521 0 

563.9 

153.6 
21.3 

1947-48 

(+) 42.9 
633 2 

590,3 

140.3 
22.1 

1948"49 (a) 

(+) 7.3 
897 8 

890.5 

461.0 
20.0 

nroducts consumfjd) (f) -.a26 6 1@ 0 122.Cl 1,.09 5 
(a) Subject to revision. (b) Including sugar content of imported foodstuffs. (c) By 
Balance. (d) Raw o.nd refined, including shipSI stores. (e) Including dunlication 
(i.e~ Golden Syrup and Tree,cle), industrial uses and losses in refining. tf) In terms 
of refined. 

.. 

.. 

• 

. 
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In the next tnble details of supplies of sugar (including sugar 
conto.ined in manufactured products) and syrups moving into consumption per head of 
populntion are shovTrl for the snme period -

Tld3LE XVIII : SUi'i?LIES OF SUG!R :lm SYRUl S MOVING INTO CONSUMi."TION : LUsrRLLIll. 
(lb. per hec.d p~r c.nnum) 

t.vernge, 
..... Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (D.) 

1938-:3~9. -
Refined Sugar - liS SugnJ:' 70.6 65.9 72.1 68.0 

In manufc.ctured . 
products 35.9 50 0 !53_ ..1 49 6 

Total 106.5 115,9 125.4 117.6 

Syrups, Honey and Glucose 
. {Sugar content) 5 5 5.7 5 8 5.7 

TotaJ. Sy~r Content 112.0 121.6 131,2 123.3 --
(a) Subject to revision, 

..... 

: Sugar rationing operated in l.ustralia from 31st August, 1942 to 
~.,' 2nd JUly; 1947, at tho rc.te of lIb. por hee-d perweek. Owing to deficiencies in 

the supply of refined sugar, the coupon rr.ting vms cltored in some Ste.tes in 1945 I::'.nd 
.. ' . the e<fly portion of 1946 to permit consuners to obtain 2 lb, of rr.VT sugar in lieu of 

1 lb. of refinod. In addition to tho genernl rntion, specinl allowcncasfor jr.m-nk"'.king 
. "verenD.de n va Ua ble fr om time to time. 

The consumption of sugar (oxcluding thnt consumed in !!l['nufr.ctured 
products) during 1946-47, tho lE.st completo yec.r of rntioning, VJ[,.S 65.9 lb. per hend 
compared " with 70.6 lb. per her.d durinp; the pre-vJctr period, In 1947-48, which included 
only two days of official rationing,consunption rose to 72.1 Ib, per heCcd, but this 
was followed by a drop to 68.0 lb. in 1948-49. 

,'" The consumption of sugar in manuf,ctured products rose from 35.9 lb. 
pe~ head pre-war to 53.3 lb. per her.d in 1947-4G but fell to 49.6 lb. in 194G-49. 

~ \ 

. The consumption of syrups (golden syrup and' treacle), honey 2. nd 
'glucoso expressed in terms of suger content vms 5.7 lb. per hecd in 1948-49 comprred 
with 5.5 Ib, per head during tho three yeGrs ended 1938-39. 

The consumption per hoad of all sugar end syrups (expressed e-s 
sugar content) amounted to 123.3 lb. in 1948-49 comp-red with 131.2 lb. in 1947-48 
and 112.0 lb. in the pre-vmr period. 

In the following table details relc.ting to the production and 
.1l:~iJ;t.g;ation of iiJhi te {'.nd ewoet poto.toes are shown for the pre-war period am the 

. potato yeers ended October, 1947 to 1949. The date. relF'ting to white potrtoes 
for '1947 Illnd 1948 conprise estimates furnished by the Australian Potnto Committee 
of .pot8.toos marketed .commerciC111Y r.nd used for seed together vrith ['on r;-llov:rrnce for 
b9me~~.gD.rden production, while tho ?stimE'.tes for 1949 hr-ve been compiled-from 
information supplied by Stnte Potnto Mnrketing Borrds, in addition to that collected 
RY state Ste.tisticir:ns. . 

Production was expanded considerably during the war years to meet 
the Armed Forces I requirements for fresh end processed potr.toes. Although considerable 
reduction in potato growing hD.s occurred since the end of the war, the present level 
of production is still SOEle 93,000 tons (25.8 per cent.) above that of the pre-war 
period. However, the eX]J<".nsion in exports of pot2toes which are now considerably 
above the pre-wc.r fiGure, end incroC'.sed seed requirements hf've absorbed a large 
portion of the higher production, supplies eVfcili-ble for consumption in 1949 being 
58,400 tons or 18.3 per cent. above the Quantities available annually during the 
period 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
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Production of sweet potc-:toes in 1948-49 is estimcted nt 5,000 tons 
compnred with tho pre-weT level of [:bout 7,400 tons, 

T £,BLE XIX : PRODUCT ION LND UT ILIZ1.T ION OF ~'ar £,T DES : LUSTRLLIl. 
( '000 Tons) 

rart icu11:',r s 
l.vorCf~o 1 

1936-37 to 
1938-39 

Yonr endod 31st October -

1947 1948 1949(a) 

,. 

~ 

.... 
~----------------.----------......I...-----------.~-----------+------------~--------------~ 

rar1.TOES, ~-:HITE I 

-.--------------------------------+-----.------~------------.~------------~------------~ 
Net Change in Stocks (b) (-) lG.4 (-) 23.0 (-) 6.1 
Production ~ __ 1~6~OA:~~----+_-------~5~36~.7_+-----5-2.~9~,~9~------~~--~ 453.5 • 

Total Supplies 360.4 555.1 552.9 459.6 
~----------.--+---------.--~--.-----------r-----------~ 

Exports (incl, Ships I Stores) 4.9 27.9 26.7 22.1 
Miscellaneous Uses (c) ,\ 37,0 80.6 75.9 60.6 
J.us~lian Consumptioll..,{.d;;;;,;lJ ____ -+-__ l1G.5_., __ -l. ___ --:;4l::;:4t.;;:6;.a.,-"..:::.,6......1...___ 450,~_~ __ 216.9 ' 

Total Sup1Jlies 7~4 5.6 5.3 5.0 
--------------~--------.----4---.---------4--------------~ 

Exports - - - -
I 

Austrnlian Consumption- 7,4 1£) 5.6 __ iOL 5.1 (0)5.0 
(a) Subjoct to revision.. (b) Not ['.veileble, (c) Sead r.nd u0.str.ge [,nd quc.ntitios used 
for cc.nning 2nd dohydr::<tion. (d) Fresh potr.toos only. (e) Year ended June. 

The consumption of potatoes rose continuously from the pre-war level of 
106.2. 1b8 per head (103.8 lb. of white and 2.4 lb. of sweet) until 1946"47, when a 
total of 134.8 lb. (133.1 lb. of white and 1.7 lb. of sweet) wasconBumed. There was 
a small decline to 133.5 lb. per head (132,0 lb. of white and 1.5 lb. of sweet) in 
1947-48, followed by a sharp fall to 109.7 lb, (108.3 lb. of white and 1.4 lb. of sweet) 
in 1948-49. The maintenance of consumption at the high levels recorded in 1947-48 and 
earlier years may be attributed, in part, to the subsidy pBid by the Commonwealth for 
the purpose of price stabiliz8.tion, this being withdrawn from 31st October, 1948. . 
Compc'retive details of the consumption of both '!'J'hite E.nd sweet potatoes per head of 
population nre shown in the following table, 

Ti',BLE XX : SU:TLIBS OF ;'QT:TOES " ND S::EET :arLTOES MOVING INTO 

CONSUM?TION : ilUSTHllLIL. 
Tlb. per h;;:d per cnn~) 

Commodity 

rJhite Pote.toes (b) 

Sweet Potatoes 

Total 

(a) Subject to reviSion. 
(c) Year ended June. 

~ ---
Lverc.r,o, 

1936-37 to 
Year endod 31st October -

193G-39 1947 1948 1949 (a) 

103.8 133,1 132.0 108.3 

2.4 (c) 1.7 (c) 1.5 (c) 1.4 

106.2 134.G 133.5 109.7 --
(b) . Includes the fresh oquivalent of canned potatoes. 

~ 
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. (viii), ~ul se and Nuts 

Details of the production B.nd utiliz8tion of dried pulse (mainly 
blue peas ,split peas and navy beans) and peanuts ,theprincipel locally-produced 
commodities in this group, are shOV'm in the following table~' Prior to the war, 
Australia's supplies of navy beans were entirelY'imported, but the development of 
iocaIproduction in recent years has reclucediinport requirements to some extent, 
Formerly large quantities of peanuts were imported from India for oil extraction, 
but due to food shortages in that. country exports of these nuts heve been withheld 
since Januery, 1946. Australia's supplies hEwe since been confined to local 
production, which rose from 7,000 'tons pre .. war to 22,800 tons harvested in April­
May,1 1947 ., but feU'to 15,800 tons harvested in 1948 und to 10,000 tons harvested in 
1949. 

The other commodit1es included in this group consist of edible tree 
nuts' and cocoa·. Edible tree nuts consumed in Australia now consist principally of 
impqrted coconuts and locally grown almonds and walnuts, while cocoa supplies are 

"obtained entirely from imported beans. . 

TABLE XXI PRODUCTION AND U'l'ILIZATION OF PULSE AND PEANtITS : AUSTRALIA 

('000 Tons) 

Average, 
1946-47' 1947"48 1948-49(a) " Part iculars 1936-37 to , 

19'38-'39 

DRIED PULSE 

Net Change in Steaks (b) (0) ( .. ) 5,2 ( -) 6.6 ( .. ) 6.3 

Production (c) 1103 10.9 19.4 

Total Supplies (c) 16.5 17.5 25.7 
.' 

Exports. (inc 1. Ships' Stores) (c) : t 4.9 6.5 14.5 
~ 

~ 

Miscellaneous Uses (d) (c) 1.6 0,7 1.1 

Australian Consumntion (el~.5 10 .. 0 10.3 10 1 

E];ANUTS (IN SHELL) 
" -Net Change in Stocks (b) 1( ... )4.1 (-:-) 1.2 (+) 4.0 {-) 4.0 

Production 7 0 ---1.:21.2 22.8 15.8 

'T otalSupplie s 11.1 1 , 14.5 18.8 19.8 
--

Exports· .. ···· .. ··· ,;,' -~~,'. < - - ~ 1~1 
, 

., 

Miscel1ane OUS Uses (f) 6.9 2.7 6.2 4.5 
.... , 

Australian ConsUJ"llI2tion 4.2 11.8 12.6 11..,2 

.. ' (aJ 'Subject to .re. viSion. ' (b), Includes imports. (c) Not available. (d) Seed and.' 
w~st~ •... (e) Sttryey data. (r) on extrrction and seed. 

The estimated supplies of the commodities in tqisgroup:r,noviJlg _into 
.consumption pe.r head of population are shown in the following t'able. .The consumption 
.of dried pulse per head has increased cons.iderElbly and at 2.9 lb. in 1948-49 was 
filmost double the pre .. war figl,U'e'. The consumption of peanut~ (as sal.,t€) 9. peanuts 
and as peanut butter or paste) he.s shown remarkable expansion from 0,9 lb. per head 

.. pre-war to 2.7 lb. per. head, in 1948:49, '. while the consump~~on ()~ .. c~~?eansha~ 
risen from 2,1 lb. before the war to 3.5 lb. The consumption of:t~e-nuts declined 
~uring th~ war. but in 1948-49. amounted to 1.4 l.be per head comp:ned with 0.8 lb. 
pre..war. 

, ! 

. ..., .... , ... " .. 
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Consumption of the whole group per head rose from an average of 
5.3 lb. during the three years ended 1938-39 to 10.6 lb. in 1947-48 but fell slightly 
in 1948-49 to 10.5 1b, 

TABLE XXII : SUPPLIES OF PULSE AND NUTS MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION AUSTRALIA --
(lb. per head per annum) 

1947-48 1948-49 (a) Commodity 

Dried Pulse 

Peanuts (b) 

'I 
I 

2,9 

'~ 
\ 19;6:~g~~ I 1946-47 

I 
1938 .. .22-+, ____ --1-_____ +------

1.5 I 3.0 3.0 
, I 

Edible tree nuts (b) 1.5 

2.7 

1.4 
\ 0.9 I 2.3 2.6 
: . 

0.8 0.9 

3.5 Cocoa (raw beans) ~' ___ 2~.1 ____ -+~i ____ 3~,~2~ __ ~-----~3~L~5------~--~------~ 
I 

Total (Edible Weight) I 5.3 I 9,4 10.6 10.5 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Weight without sholl. 

(ix) Iomatoes r.nd Citrus Fruit 

The estimated total production of fresh tomatoos and citrus fruit is 
shown in the following table. The figures are. br_sed on the output recorded on 
growers I annual returns together with estiIOCctes of production by self- Suppliers. 
To~to production in the pre-vmr period is prob-:1bly understated, m'Jing to the lack of i 

complete data at that time. 

The table also shaHS o.etc.ils of the utilization of tomatoes (including 
tomato products expressed in terms of fresh tomatoes) and citrus fruit (including • 
cttrus products in terms of fresh fruit. Rough allowances for wastage of both 
products are included. 

~':hi1e tomrato production at 101,100 tons in 1948-49 'v1as somewhat r 

higher than in 1947"48, the production of citrus fruit declined to 144,700 tons 
compared with the record crop of 151,400 tons in 1947-48, ' 

The qU8.ntity of 22,100 tons of tom~toes exported, recorded in the 
table below for the yenr 1948-49, represents tho estimated fresh equiv[.lent of tom:~to 
products (mainly tomato juice) exported during theyear. Exports of citrus fruit 
during 1948-49 totalled 18,400 tons (13,100 tons c.s fresh and 5,300 tons fresh 
equiv2.1ent of ncturr:.l citrus juico) compered '.'lith 2verege exports of 13,200 tons of 
fresh citrus fruit during the three yec,rs: ended 1938-39. .. ' 

TABLE. XXIII-t PRODUCTION LND UT1!:llJ.TI.QlL.QE TOMLTQ82..1.1ill.-Q1TI1US FRUITS : AU§1'~ 

('000 Tons) 

- -Averngo, 
Particulp.rs 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49(0.) 

1938-39 

TOMl.TOES s FRESH (b) 

Net'Change in Stocks (c) (d)(-)3.4 (d) (-;10.0 - (c) 
Production ~_.Jll..29.aQ 116 1 qj •. 0 101 1 JI. 

Total SJJ.J2l2.1ie~ 50.0 119,5 104.9 101.1 

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 
--

11.6 --..... _-- 19.2 22.1 
Miscellaneous Uses (f) 2.0 5.1 4.2 4.4 
Australian Consumntion 48.0 102.8 81.5 7£. 6 

CITRUS FRUIT (b) -_._--
Net Change in Stocks ---rc) (c) -(c) (c) 
Production 111.0 _124.2 151.4 144.7 

T oia1 SUJ2J21ie s 111.0 124.2 151.4 144.7 
--

Exports 13.2 9.7 13.9 18.4 
Miscelloneous Uses (f) - 2.2 4.9 3.0 
Australian Consumntion 97.8 112.3 132.6 123.3 
~a~ Subject. to revision. (b) Includes fresh equivalent of manufc.ctured prOducts. 
c) Not 8vallable. (d) Accumul2ted service stocks ex orted overseas G Pro R,b p 

under-stated because of the absence of complete data. (f) Vlnste. 
( ) bE ly 
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In the next te,b10, details [Te given of the Gstimeted supplies of 
these commodities moving into consumption per hcad of popu18tion. As mentioned <.'obove, 
the figures re1nting to tomDto consumption in the pre-war period ere probE1b1y,under­
stated due to the 2bsence of complete do,te, re1ccting to production. There wes however, 
a distinct upwerd trend in the consumption of tomftoes per hee.d from 21.9 lb. in 
1945, 30.6 lb. in 1946-47. This h?",s been follovred by f8.11ing consumption 'which is 
placed at 23.9 1b, in 1947-48 end 21.4 lb. in 1948-49. 

I. The consum-otion of citrus fruit rose from 31.9 lb. per head prc-YJCcr 
to 38.9 lb. in 1947-48. It'is ")robab1c, hm~TGvGr, th8t the figure of 38.9 lb. consUIffid 
per head in 1947-48 isoverstGted to some extent becr.use of the high proportion of low 
gr2,de fruit which ~'JOu1d doubtless not be mrrkoted from thct yocr's her.vy citrus crop. 
In ce.1cu18.ting cpnsumption for i947-48 2c11o'J'!8.nce for vmst8.ge was confined to estimgted 
normal marketing losses of oranges and reported losses of lemons not mcrketed in 
New South Vla1es, Consumption in 1948-49 was somevThrt 10vTor ["t 35.4 lb • 

. It should be :qoted th:.t tho figures relating to consumption of citrus 
fruit include some dup1icf'ction as no fUOITe.nce hr.s been mrde for fruit used in jam 
manufacture. 

TABLE XXIV : SUPFLIES OF TOlVlLTOE::;;:.:S::~!,~ND~(~;I~TR~U~TS_FlliI1I. MOVllliLlNTO CONSUMPTION 
AUSTRLLIA 

(lb. per head 1 er annum) 

Commodity 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (a)' 

I
' 19. ;6. ~~~g~~ 
. 1938~22-__ .~ ___ ..... ______ ~ ____ . ___________ ~ __________ ~ 

Fresh Tomatoes (b) 30.6 23.9 21.4 

• Fresh Citrus (b) lL.2 33 5 38.9 35 .J.,. 

Iota1 Fr~ __ FLuit Eauiva1ent 47.6 64.1 62.8 56,8 

.~(C) 15.7 

( a) Subject to revision, (b) Includes mnnuf~ctur8d p;;oducts:in' tor-ms-o-f~f~..Ir"-e-s'="'h-.----"" 
,(c) Probably understQted due to cbsenco of complete data. 

(x) .Q:thQr Fruit ['.nd Fruit Products. 

Details of the production ~nd utilization of fresh fruit (other 
than tomatoes Pend citrus fruit) fnd products thereof, viz., jams, dried fruit ,':end 
canned fruit, are sho1[Tn in the t£tb1o bo10y!. 

Tho production of fresh frult (exc1udlng cltrus and tomatoes) amounted 
to 495,100 tons in 1948-49 compr.red ,\1ith 606,500 tons in tho previous yeCcr nnd Yi'ith 
nn average production of 511,000 tons during tho t.hree years ended 1938-39. Exports 
of fresh fruit,\7hich declined from the pre-..-!Er love1 of 116,000 tons to negligible 

'.- 'proportions during .the we.r incroasod to 73,600 tons by 191,7-48 but fell cg8.in to 
54,900 tons in 1948-49. r Jt::cm production hr.s expended greatly sinco the pre-wnr period and the 

I ". peak of 89,700 tons in 1947-48, vms 50,800 tons or more than 130 per cent. above the 
average pr~uction for the threo years endod 1938-39. In 1947-48, however, some 14,400 
tons VTere added to factory stocks ['nd in 1948-49 output foIl shrrply to 60,800 tons, 

,e. drop of 28,900 tons (32.2 por cont.) compr-red vrith the pr~vious year. Exports of 
jam in 1948";49 wore 24,100 ,tons comprerod with tho pre-war pverpge of 3,800 tons. 

, Tho production. of dried vine fruit ';'1[1S 84,800 tons in 1948 comparod . 
with 65,200 tons in 1947 rmd average production of 80,500 tons during the three years 

I. ended 1938-39. Exports O.8clined from tho pro-rm.r level of 63,000 tons to 54,600 tons 
in 1948. 

I~ t The production of totel Gr',nncd fruit (including solpL~ck o.nd crushed 
apples) ref'.ched [' record love1 in 191,7-48 Gt 84,900 tons, exceeding tho D.vor[',go 
production for the three yeers onded 1938-39 by 18,300 tons or 27.5 per c~nt. In 
1948-49, total canned fruit production wes 80,700 tons, [' fall of 4,200 tons or 
4.9 per cent. on output in the previous ye':,r. The production of the min pc>.ck 

l (apricots, peaches rend pears) Ylc.s55 ,200 tons in 1948-49 oomp['.red vJith the record 
r . L output of 62,800 tons in 1947-48 and avers-ge production of 54,800 tons during the 

three years ended 1938-39. Exports of [,11 cC'nncd fruit in 1948-49 ct 53,600 tons 
.. exceeded the pre-war export level by 18,900 tons or 54.5 per cent. It should be 

noted, horJover, thc>t rrithdrmlO.1s from fc-ctory stocks amounting to 15,700 tons VIorc 
necessary to achieve the high export recorded in 1948-49 
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Tf.BLE 1'"J:V :::RODUCTION r'ND UTILIZLTION OF arW'Ji. FRUIT f.ND FRUIT 
PRODUCr:rS : LUsTRLLI1. . 

( '000 Tons) J 
I Average, 

1947-48 1948"49 (a), Particulars 1936-37 to 1946-47 
1938-39 . 

;[RESH FRUIT (EXCLUDING TOI\fIl'_TOES l\ND CITRUS FRUITl 

Net Change in Stocks ( b) (c)(-)0.3 (b) (b) 
I 

Production ' (c) 511.0 5Q~6 606 __ 5 l.gs 1 

Iota1 Supplies 511.0 509.9 606.5 495.1 4 
Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 116.0 23.7 73,6 54.9 
Misce11aneo~s Uses (d) 131.0 177.4 188.8 106.3 , 

333.9 Australian Consumption 264.0 308 ___ 8 344 1 -
illd'§ 

Net Change in Stocks ( b) {+)2.3 (+ ) 14.4 ( .. ) 2.0 
Production 38,,9 72 ___ 5 8..!L.1 60 8 

T otal Suppli~ 38.9 70.2 75.3 62.8 • -
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 3.8 29.5 26.8 24.1 , 

Australian Consumption 35 1 40,7 ,~8 .. 5 38.7 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 
Net C.hf1nge .in Stocks (b) (b) ( b) (b) • 
Production 80.5 (e) 73_.8 Lr16~ .• 2 (,Q; ) 84.8 

.... ", 

":total Supplies 80.5 (e) 73,8 (r)65,2 (g) 84.8 
, 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 63.0 (e) 51.1 (r)39.8 (g) 54.6 
Miscellaneous Uses (h) 1.7 (e) 3.4 (r) 5.7 ( g) 4.3 • 
1ms tra1 ic.n C onSUI!lpt i on 15 .... 8 .1e)19.3_ (r)19 7 (f!) 25.9 . 

12RIED TREE FRUIT 

Net Change in Stocks (c) (-) 5.5 I r=T 4.2 r-J53-- ( .. ) 5.1 

Production 53. 5~ 5,.:1 6.6 f 

Total Supplies 10.8 9.6 11.0 11.7 -
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 1.8 1.9 2.1 2.3 

" 

Australi~n Consumution __ 9~LO - ~7 8...5l 9.4 
"III 

Qlill11ED FRUIT 
Net Change in Stocks n;; ~ +) 4.5 (+) 9.0 ( .. )15.7 

Production 666 71.....], ~ 80.7 -
Iotal S:y,P12lies 

, 
66.6 66.8 75.9 96.4 , -

Exports (incl. Ships I Stores) 34.7 38.7 38.5 53.6 

Australian Consumntion _31.9 28 __ 1 37,4 l28 
(a) Subject to reivision. 
and waste. (e) Year 1946. 

(b) Not availflb1e. (c) Includes import~. (d) Processing , 
(r) Year 1947. (g) Year 1948. (h) Duplication and Waste. II 
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Details of the supplios of tho commodities included in this group 
moving into consumntion per head of popu1e.tion ETC shol;'n in tho follor!ing table. 
Supplies of jam from fectorios for consumption fell from 14.2 lb. por head in 1947-48 
to 11.1 lb. per heed in 1948-49, tho letter figure being bolo,,! consumption during the 
years 1936-37 to 1938-39. Frosh fruit consUY'1ption also declined in 1948-49 compnred 
with tho previous ye2T, 1Jhile tho consumption of dried [',no. canned fruit VTaS higher. 
Consumption of tho YIholo group, expressed in terms of fresh fruit per hoed of 
population, ;-ms 150.6 lb. in 1948-49 compered vrith 149.0 Ib, in the previous yeer cend 
131.7 lb. in the pre-rmr poriod. 

TLBLE XXVI: SUPPLIES OF FRUIT (O"'Hl~R THf~N TOM!lTOES !J.ND CITRUS FRUIT) AND PRODWTS 
-THEREOF HOVING INTO CONSUMPTION - LUSTRAL If. 
---(lb. pCI' ~ pOI' annumT-

b ___ -
Commodity 

i.verage, 
1936-37 to 1946"'47 1947-48 1948-49 (a) 

19':>8-39 
Fresh Fruit 86.1 92.0 100.9 95.9 

Jam 11.4 12.1 14.2 11.1 

Dried Fruit - Vino 5.2 (b) 5.7 (c) 5.8 (d) 7.4 

Tree 2.9 2.3 2.6 2.7 

Canned Fruit I--_~Q.!L 8,4 __ 11.0 12.3 

~ (Frosh Fruit Equivalent) 1.31.7 135.6 149.0 150.6 
-- - .. --1------- - -

( a) Subject to rovis ion. (b) i~eo.r 1946. (0) Yo"r 1947. (d) Yoor 1948. 

Data :cel?ting to production of vogot~blos includod in this e.nd the 
follO'\'"Jing group o.re obte.inod from commorc i>~l OlJtDut as returned by gro\1ersat the 
annuo.l census of farm prOdlJctio:l, to y-bich hryo boon added 2.110r.'o.ncos for production 
by self-suppliers. Tho vegetcblos includod in these groups do not include poto.toes, 
which ore sholiTn in Section 4 (vii: and ':2omatoes, shovm in Section 4 (ix). 

It is emphasisec1 tho.t tho e.nnual census mekes provision for groVTers 
to record their production in units in which i;hey 0.1'0 norm.ally mcrkotod (e.g. 
potatoes <:,.nd other root crops 2.re collected in tons, cabbs.ges, co.uliflovlOrs, etc. 
in dozens vlhilst others 8.re obtainod in such units c,s bushels, regs, bunches, cases, 
etc.). In expressing these items in terms of tons of 2,240 lb. C[1.re has been taken 
to obtain appropriate fo.ctors from officiFl sources enpbling conversion to tho.t unit. 
Their precision has not boen ,-rholly estrblishod but it is nccepted thd any mnrgin 
of error is not sufficient seriously to impair their reliability. 

The production of vegetables \.72.S considorably expanded during the 
war years to provide increased supplies in fresh and processed. form for the Arm.ed 
Forces. Since the cessation of hostilities in 1945, curtailment of production has 
taken place but tho output during the 1948-49 seas ,ms sufficient to mQintain 
consumption at a level comp['I'E'ble nith eerlier years. 

Follouililg the Gnd of the IT2.r ,production of the canned vegetables 
included in groups (xi) [md (xii) declined from 41,200 tons in 1945 to 15,800 tons 
in 1946-47, 14,100 tons in 1947-48 and 11,900 tons in 1948-49. Green peQs comprise 
the principe,l portion of vegetables non boing canned, 
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Particul'Ts rol,"ting to the production nnd utilize.tion of leRfy, 
greon 2.nd yellow vegote. bles in the :Crosh end c[,nnod form are sho:7D in the fol1o,,!ing 
tCL b10. ., 

TLBLE XXVII • . PEODUCT ION f.I1D UT ILIZLT ION OF LELFY, GP.EEN fJiiD YELLtJ1f . 
VEGETJ.BLES . ~ LUSTRl.,1IJ. 

('006 Tons) .. 
Average, 

Particulars' 1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49(a) 
1938-39 · 
~ - ~ (b) .(b) (b) Net Chr-nge in Stocks 

. , Production . (bl 215,7_ 194.6 20~ .3 

Total SUPD1 ie s (b) 215.7 194.6 203.3 -
... 

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) (b) 5.8 4.3 3.2 

Miscel1anoous Uses (c) (b) 30.7 27.8 24.0 • 
Australian Consumption (b) 179.2 162.5 176 1 

• . . Cll.NNED 

Net Chenge in-Stoaks (b) (-) 4.0 (+) 2.0 (-) 2.8 

Production (b) 13.2 12 2 9.3 ~ 
, .. 

Total Supplies (b) 17.2 10,2 12.1 
". ,. " .... 

Exports ( incl. Ships' Stores) (b) ( -) 7.2 2.6 3.6 
• 

(b) Australian Consumption - 10.0 7 6 $,.5 
(a) Subjoct to revision. (b) Not available. (c) For cnrming and dehydration [md vJClste. 

.. 
In tho next tablo details are shmm of the consumption per head of 

the items included in this group. Consumption of tho group as 0. whole hr.s declined 
somowhnt since 1943 but wns slightly higher in 1948-49 than in the previous year. 

TLBLE XXVIII : SUPPLlr~S OF LBLFY I GREEN ;J?D YELLOff VEG~TLBLES 
MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION , AUSTRLLIA 
- (lb;-Pe;-hec.d per nnn1ill~ 

Average, 
Commodity. ~936""37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (0.) 

1938-39 
Cabbage and Greens (b) 25.9 28.4 22.5 23.3 

Lettuce (b) 7.9 3.9 4.3 4.5 

Carrots (b) 10.8 10.8 8.7 10.4 ..; 

Fresh Logumes ( b) 24.5 10.3 12.2 12.4 

Canned .. 3 0 2 2 2 4 

~ (b) 69.1 56.4 49.9 53.0 
... - -

(a) Subject to revision. (b) These figures relate to 1943. In the absence of data 
for the pre-vmr period, consumption is assumed to be tho same as in 1943, for the 
purpose of nutrient calculations, 

~ 

\ 
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The vegetables included, in this group are· iistecl in tbe:a:ppr()p.r~ate 
~?:ple shown in Pert 6. They exclude those specified in group (xi) - leafy, green 
and':yeIl()\t've~otables- f'.nd elso excludo poktocs,whitee-nd sweet (se~_e:r::():up., 
(vii)~ pulse. (see group (v~ii)) fOnd tom['.tocs (see·gro1..1p (ix»). """', ,. 

'''' ...... .. """ Tho comments included r.bove in respect of group (xi) apply 
al~o to this grouper vegetables', Tho relev2.nt detrils relating to production, 

. ., ... ··utiliz.fCtion ):·.nd.c.onsumption per hee.d .c.re shov:n in the two tables following. 
Consumption per he£"d'of this group in total ho.s increo.sod since 1943. 

, 

~LE XXIX : PRODUCTION L.ND UTILIZ: TION OF "arHER VEGETIT.LESll (e.) 

l'J.USTRf,LIl:: 
(1000 Tons) .......... 

Particulors 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 (b) 

~----------------~-----------~-~~~~--~-----------~---------~----------~ 

Net Cho.nge in Stocks 

. Production 

Total Su,pplies 

EXports (incl. Sh.ipsl Stores) 

Miscellaneous Uses (e) 

(d)( .. )O.1 

294.6 

294.7 

10.3 

15.9 

(c) 

306 2 

306.2 

20.5 

30.4 

.. 268,5_ ... .,.......;.;..255 3. ""0 Australian ConsuITI,£tio,_n ___________ ol..::;.'--_-+-__ 

.. "... ~~'. '" ... ~. . -, .'~ 

Net Chpnge in Stocks ( ':')1.6 (+) 0.4 

Production 2 .• 6_ 1.9 
. Total Supplies 3.6 1.5 

Exports (incl. Shipst Stores). 0.7 0.4 

Australian Consumntion 2 ,9 1 1 

(c) 

307,1 

307,1 

13.7 

15.8 

277.6 

( -) 0,5 

2.6 

3.1 

0.5 

2 6 

, (a) Vegetables other than leafy, green cmd yellow vegetables, potG',toes (white and 
~.-'C " "sv!e~t) pulsernd, tomatoes, 

l~
bl Subject to revision •. 

Not available. 
Imports of onions. 

e) Canning and dehydration and vlO.ste. 
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Ii.::;LE XXX: SUPPLIES OF "OTHER VE~TJ.~'LESII MOVING INTO CONSUMPTION 

AUSTRll.LIA 
(lb. per head per annum) 

Avoro.ge, 
Commodity 1936-37 to 1946-47 

1938-39 

Other Fresh Vegoto.bles (b) 58.9 80.1 

Other Cannod Vegotr bles - O,g 

~ ( b) 58.9 81.0 --- -

1947-48 

74.9 

0.3 

75.2 

1948-49 (a) 

79.8 

o 8 

(0.) Subjoct to rovision. (b) This figur~ reletes to 1943. In the absence of data 
for the pro-war period, consumption is assumnd to be the same as in 1943, for the 
purpose of nutriont calculations. 

(xiii) Grein Products 

, 

., 

The hr.rvests for grain of wheat, oats and barley in the 1947-48 1 

season exceeded those of [my previous soason. Tho production of those crops, in 
1948-49, tllthough below the 1947-48 records, W2.S considert>.bly gretlter than the 
avorE'.ge production for tho five years onded 1938-39. M:'1.ize and rice production has 
remo.ined fairl:Yster,dy in recent yer.rs. Tho 1949-50 whe2t crop is nt present estilIl!:'cte~ 
at approxim2tely 217 million bushels, this being the tli±rd successive yepr of 
abundr.nt whoEt harvests. 

Dettlils of tho production of the principrl cereals for gro.in 
during e,cGh of tho years 1945-46 to 1948-49 in compcrison with Iwernge production 
during the five years ended 1938-39 e.re shonn belm7. 

TL-LE XXXI . PRODUC~ION OF CERELLS FOR.' GRLINS : LUsrRALI1. . 
( '000 lushels) 

I Avoro.ge, 

. - .~ 

Crop Fivo years 
1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49(0.) endod 

1938-39 

:'nrloy - 2 Row 8,459 9,581 10,558 18,937 15,930 

6 Row 1,293 1,536 1,038 1,919 1,855 

Maize 7,338 5,729 5,808 6,168 5,187 

Oats 17,002 25,774 15,566 40,697 23,602 

Rice 2,274 2,735 2,978 2,676 2,739 

Whoat 15k.325 142 ,410 117.262 220.116 190.703 
(a) Subject to revision. 

Details of the production and utilization of wheat are given in 
cereal ye£\rs in the fol1o,-ring to. bIG for tho three yo<),rs ended 1938-39 &nd each yeo.r 
1946-47 to 1949-50. , 

• 

.. 

A 



'.U~~T-,'S y.:~xn ~ PRCDUCTIOH LND It'Ir.IZt'I'ICiNOj,'~'iB:2:LT r LUSTPJ~LIA ____ ~.ott<" .... _'_...-_. ___ """'"_ ... ,.."._.-"""'"' _____ ~ _______ ..... __ ......... '~ •• ': ... ~.-;r"-

l' ._ , 

. ("~"-l'; • '..1 1 ) . \ :',,:1. ':"'J.on CUS...1G S 

't~~--, -.~---. --~''""''''I:' -..... L:Tor.·:~;;---·--. -.. ~~. '; 
?articul2..l'S . 'lhr8G :':[1.1'8 _"~, 

ended, jOth 1947 
. '. J. GV 8:11 1."')'(' J,C)30 . .... -------

~--" 

ear ended 

I 19M~ 

'A Oponbg ,Stocks (l.li6j,. i'101::;'~ .. '. 
as TI!1oat) (a) 10.4 20.2 

Production _~_l5.A.iL_ ._,ll~ .. 

Exports - Vfuoat 

"Flour asVJ)hoa'c 

Local C onsu,'TIption - Flour as 
'1~1GQ.t 

Sto~k 
Feed' 

Seed 

.. :::real:fast Foods e:nd Other 
Uses 

~;a1an~e ret' .. in'?d on f?,C'mG 
(e;::cL See1) 

175"1 
-"'.'---'~"''''' 

75.0 
'-", 8' 
';).~~~;;" ....... 

30 0 9 

8,,2 

'j,/." 6 

(b) 

137.5 

12.0 

34j,0 

33.5 

22 2 
h. 0, 

13 0 8 

.. ... 

/~,,2 

C10sing $tocks (;incl. fJ.cur . 
as V'hen::') . .t~j·ll,,..&.. __ . __ . '_Jr~~'§'" 

,,"n," 

: '13.5 

220 .... 1. 

· . 233.6 

'87",0 

41're·6 

33.6 

2Oc7 
.~ ... 

12.5 

,"--" , -" .~'" 4;2 

· '-- .... ..... ,~~6. 

~..--......26 ,4 

233~6 

30th 

... 

" .... . ,.., (·c) t· , 1"03 j 
:£ 3;;11- 12.:i.flPosn).Jl~'ln1L§t~l~.~. [ ~75 ,.;. i 13!7 0 5 .... -...;..---_._._--- --.---~ '-~-· .; .. :."'""'""-------

Nbvember 

1949(d) 

26.4 I 

190 '] 

217.1 

82..4 

37,,1 

34.5 

22,,6 

(d)12,,5 

4e2 

407 

191. 

217.1 

310 

1950(e) 

19.1 

217.1 

236.2 

1 138.3 

33.7 

25.0 

12.5 

2.8 

3.9 

20 .. 0 

236.2 

(a) Average of opening o~~ closing stoC!{S for ercl: :of the three yoars •. 
flour, (c) Inc1u:led YTit~l str)ci< feed, (d.) Subj,Gct to revision. (0) 

'(b) Included with 
3stime.tod. 

T~1~ pro~~_,~ .. S~,;n of:f~f6;2r (inc.1udifig\'theatm~ai for bi:,king) in 
.. 1948~~.9J. tota11.i:ng 1,L.98,9CO t r.JD..3 of2,2~O lb., co:nst.it,lted a riO~7 record and·exceeded 

tho previous Y8ar i sontI:ut 1::/ 1;:2,OG8 1-cmZ·topc , .. ·or 5"Q .,p-Q;r cent., and the e.vorago 
_. P?=,ocluction fo": the throu pre-liar years by 349,900 long tons or 30.5 per cent. Flour 

exports in '1948-.49 "ri,t 76S;·J.nO·lorgtu:ls,oxceeciedLv.er:c"go .. 8xports . during the,years 
1936~37 to'1'?38'-39 by 193 sJ.GO :'ong: tOJ'1.S, or 33.6 per cent. Iocr::. consumption 
r080 i'r.::m 574,0:")0 long tO~lS r'i.'(:. .. ·vr8.1' -!.if) 680,208 lo:.lg tOj:lsin 1947-M3 and 709,300 long 
tons il1 191!-8";~9~ ........ '., .. 

.. ..... ~ ... " " ........... _ .... -', 

'P.fo(l1.0.:~iln·C~ :d11edr:icG·has. :ve:nainad •. fD..i:r.lysteady ret a level 
sllght1:/"n, b07etlirt6ft11:e ?i~0'';;'i;D.r~·.31·iod<):',y !'8str.i.c:t.ing .. lo.co.1 ~onsll.mption (3,300 
tons in 1948-4C)~' to tho requircinonts of' ossentio.l9;onsulTIo:cs, m2.in1y l'l.siatics and those 
ihhospj ta1s;lcrgo qu::n:Lities. bFYEl beer:t€l:Xpdrtpd. •. Exports during 1948-49 totiC:11od 
29,300 tOrlS, cO;:-lpm'od wi.);'}:. the~".:vm·r[se ur' 14;300 1:,on8"for the throe years ended 1938-39 • 

. ;CrlP"1'~~'ci;~(;'Li";r;of'c:':'Girl81i1 (inclualng rolled or cru~h~d oats) 
reached thE; rocor-d lSv\::;l of 34.,~)~O tC'lS in 1947-48. Output in 1948"'49 was considerc.p1y 
lowor et 24,C'JO. ton.s, bJ.~ -Lhioc:cc,gedod tho p2e--YiC.r "verage by 6,800 tons or 39.5 per 
cont. Ex~ortsi:lcroasGd'from"I,900 tons' pre";W't.rt.o 1l,OOO t.ous in 1948-49 while 
c onsllmption dec,lin..od fj.'OEl J.5.,300 tOll;] to J.3,O:)O tons. 
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The outpti~ of wheaten breakfast foods rose during the war years 
to a peak of 36,100 tons during 1945. This increase resulted mainly from the 

~ 

expansion in output of wheatmea1 for porridge as a substitute for oatmeal for the 
Armed Services and subsequent curtailment in \·~her.tmeal production has caused a 
reduction in output of all wheaten breakfast foods which amounted to 20,100 tons in 
1948-49. Consumption of the group at 20,000 tons in 1948-49 was, however, much 

,above the pre-war figure of 12,500 tons. 
" 

TA;~LE X1.'"XIII : IROillIQTION 1.ND UTILIZATION OF Gc;AIN PP,ODUCTS : Ausrf'Rl.LIL 

(t000 Tons of 2,2401b.) .. 
... -

1947-4~1948-49(a) T 
Averege, 1 

Particu1::.rs 1936~37 to 1946-47 

- l2~8-:22 _ -
FLOUR (INCLUDING V1HEL!.ME"~L FOR Bl'.KINGl 

Net Change in Stocks (c) ( b) (-) 0.3 -(+) 41.2 (+) 21.5 

PrOduction 1.1490 1.369.1.. 1.1.26.9 1.1..98.9 l 

\ 

Total Supplies 1,149.0 1,369.7 1,385.7 1,477.4 . .. 
Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 575.0 689.9 705.5 768.1 

Australian Consumntion 574.0 679 8 680 2 709.3 

RICE (MILLED) 

-Net Chlmge in Stocks ~ (b) 
(+) 0.5 (+) 1.0 ( -) 0.4 

Production 28 1 29.6 33.1.. 32 2 

Total Supplie s 2S.1 29.1 32.4 32.6 
-

Exports (incl. Ships' Stores) 14.3 25.9 29.6 29.3 

Miscellaneous Uses 1.6 - - ... 
.Australinn consumntion 12 2 3 2 2.8 3.3 

DREAKFl'..ST FOODS FROM OLT S {OliTNlELL LND ROLLED OATS~ --....-.. ,... -

Net Change in Stocks (c) (b) ( -) 0.1 ( -) 0.1 .. 
Production 12.2 2~~ '31, 0 21.. 0 

Total SUPPlie§.. 17.2 21+.9 34.1 24.0 

Exports 1.9 12.4 17.2 11.0 

.Australian Consumntion l5_.J 12 5 16.9 13 0 --
T;RELKF:.ST FOODS FROM VJHE'T iINCLUDING frnELTMELL FOR PORRIDGE) 

Net Change in Stocks (b) (+ ) ( -) --0.1 0.1 ( -)0.1 

Production 12.5 22.0 19.1 20.1 

Total Supplies 12.5 21.9 19.2 20.2 
1---

, Exports .. 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Aus trnlic,n Consumption 12.S 21.7 19 0 20 0 

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Not available. (c) Includes imports. 
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The next te.ble shoVJs details of the supplies of grain products 
entering consumption per he['.dof,populrtion. Total consumption ~r,nead of the 
group in 1948-49 rm,s 217.1 lb., comprred with 214.1 lb. in 1947-48 and 20':3.3 lb. 
pro-Vlar. Since the pre-wnr period there he,s been £2. decline in the consumption of oat­
meal which hos been luore thanoffse:l-, bV".incro2sed c.onsumption of breakfast ,foods from 
wheat, mainly prepsred foods. Flour consUmption at 203.7 lb. per hee.d4.n~1948"49 
exceeded dverage pre-war consumption by 16.6 lb. or 8.9. per cent. 
"',~ .. " . ",. 

The itlportntion of sago and. tapioca, VJhich ceased during the war 
yeprs, WceS resuDed in 1946-:-47. Consumption per head during 1948-49 was 0.6 lb

4 
compared with 1.2 lb. pre-were 

g:::LE XXXIV : SUPPLIES OF ~BLIN F'FODUCTS MOVING INTO CONSWn'TION ; l.USfRl.LIA 

~ (lb. per head per annum) 

--- --Aver['~ge , 
1947-48 1948-49(a) 1936-37 to 1946-47 

1938-39 ""----187.1 202.5 199.4 203.7 

CODmodity 

Flour 

Rice (milled) 4.0 1,0 0,8 0.9 
It rreakrast Foods ... 

From Oats (Oatmeal D.nd Rolled 
Oats) 

From Vmoat, (including Vmeatmeal 
" d R 11 'd' i~"h nt) . " " £l.n 0 e '" e(.~ ", 

~.o 3.7 4.9 

4.0 5.6 S.7 
From Maize and Rice 

~p'enrlPflrloy ~ . 1.0 

Not available for Publication 

0.,7 0.4 0.4 

.~ 

r:arley NIeel and Polished',Jheot 
(Rice substitute) 

Edible Starch (Cornflour) (b) 1.4 

maize 

(xiv) 'Dovorc.gos 

0.4 0,5 

1.3 l.i 

a 5 1.0 

216.6 214.1 

origin, 

The items included in this group comprise tea, coffee, beer and 
wine. Particu1:-rs of tho production [1nd utilization of beer and wine are shown 
in the following tr.blo. 

The production of beer in 1948-49 was a record at 148.0 million 
gallons, and exceeded the avercgo output fortha three yer.rs ended 1938-39 by 
64.5 million gn.llons or 77.3 per cont. Ls tho quantity of beer exported is smnll, 
most of this, increase was ,c onsumed in Austrc.lia.. ' 

nine production hrs also incrocsed grer-tly, the'output of beverage 
wine (fortified ~nd unfortified) in 1938-39, being 14.7 million gc1lons compared 
with avero.ge production of 8.4 million gsllons during the years 1936-37 to 1938-39. 
Exports h!1ve declinod rend o.lthough thoro hs.s been -a considera.ble increase in stocks 
of fortified wine in bond during thopnst throe years, local consumption of wine has 
risen from 4.2 million gallons prO""Vlar to nbout 11.0 million gallons in 1948-49. 

-- ,- .. 
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TilJJLE XXx:J : PRODUCTION l~ND UTILIZJ.TION OF DEER LND V7INE , J.USTRA:r.~ 

('000 Gallons) 

Particul2rs 
1.verD.ge, 

1936-37 to 1949-47 1947-48 
~ ___ ' ____ '_" ____ ~ ________ ~:~?8~39 . 

Net.Change in Stocks 

Production 

Imports.,...., 

T otaJ .• Supp1ie s 

Exports (incl. S~ips t Stores) 
. .. 

DEER --
(b) 

83,468 

,. 124 

83,592 
,. 

. (b) (b) 

127,885 126,728 

...,..1:.4 
.. 
126 

.127,909 126,854 

1,029 554 

1948-49(a) 

(b) 

147,971 

522 

148;493 

574 

. Miscellaneous uses (c) 
~ •••• ~~,". "¥ "'" _.,-.. - ............. __ .-.. "" • '" -,- •• ~ •• 

550. 

5,114- ' 

77.928 

.• >, ..•. -. 7,342 8;093 '8,559' ." 

119.538 118 207 '139.360 

V;UiE -
; (+) 2,216 (+) 1,534 

J3,136 14,679 

3 19 
, . 

'footal Supplie s 10,923 13!,164 

. , 

\ EXP9rts (incl. Sh:ipst Stores) . 2,726 2,697 

10'.970 Consumntion in Australia __ ~5 8 197 10 467 
(0.) Subject to revision. (b) Not "'ve.ilablo·. See footnote (e). \c )Jc.'llance figure; incl udos 
beer·r.'usto und al19W8.n~e for net chE',nge in beer stocks. (q) MOvement in 'stockS' of • 

, Australian forti:f'ied wine in rond. (e) Production of beverage wine. 

1--.. ----.... -.... : .... "_w ••••• , •••••••••••• ' •• ¥ • " •• ~... -~" ••••• ~.--.~ .~ ...... . 
,',' , ............. . 

!, ';'( . Detailsof the consumption.'per hee.d of eaeh'c'ommodi-ty included in 
-·'tho'''gr61lP' ate shown'iri the' follovJing t&ble. 

Data covering the consumption of tea and coffee (up to the year 
1946·'47) ere bnsed on civilinn s~,les or imported supplies, ns recorded by the Tea 
Control Board. In the cese of coffae, control. of supplies b-1 the Ten Control 
Do<"I.rd ceased in October, 1947, and the consumption figures for lEtter 'periods have 
been based on imports of coffee cloc.red during tho year. . The details in the 
tnble disclose thet consumption porheed 0:' tee. wns 6.3 lb. in 1948-49 compared with 
6 0 4 1b" in 1946"47 and 6~ 9 lb. pre-W8,r, while thet of coffee was 0.9 lb. in 1948"49 
1.0 1b.,'in 1947 .. 48 end 0~6 lb. pre-war. 

The figures for beer consumption represent quantities on which 
excise duty vms paid, to which he.s been a.dded the small quantities imported. 
Consumption of beer per hOlld was 17,9 gnl10ns (178.7 lb.) in 1948-49, compared with 
15 ~5 gallons (154.7 1b=) in 1947-48 and 1~~3 gallons (113.4 lb.) during the three 
Y8ers ended 1938"39. . 

-

A 



TADLE XXXVI:Sm:-.LIES OFTEl.,bOFFEE, ~ L.ND VaNE MOVING WO 

CONSUMPTION: tUSiRfLIA 
(lb. per hoe.d Per annum) 

--

Commodity 
Average, . 

1936-37 to 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49(£1.) 
~--.,.;...... 1938-39 

Tea 6.9 6.7 6.4 

Coffee 0.6 1.1 1.0 

Deer - 1.ctuo.l in gallons (11.3) (15.9) (15.5) 

Est illk". ted wt. in lb. (b) 113.4 159.0 154.7 

Uine ... Actual in gallons (0.6) (1.1) (1.4) 

Estimated "vt. in lb. (c) 6.4 11.2 14.1 
-

(a) Subject to revision. (b) Estimctod YJeight of a gallon of Deer:10 lb. 
(c) EstiIlBted weight of a gallon of v7ine: 10.3 lb. 

5. RLTIONING OF FOODsrUFFS 

6.3 

0.9 

(17.9) 

178.7 

(1.4) 

14.5 

nar conditions necessitnted civilio.n rationing of certain 
foodstuffs in Austrnlia. The supply to the Unitod Kingdom and the Australian and 
1.11ied Services of mnxil'1um qUf.ntities of foodstuffs necessitated the rationing of 
sugar, butt~r end mert, while roduction in ir.lports consequent upon ememy ·occupation 

~ of Java necessitated the rationing of tot.. In addition, other commodities, including 
bacon rend hnn, eggs, milk, etc., although not included in the rr.tion scale, were 
subjected to c. l1ElaSUrO of control and 'j.'oro "vaill".blo for civiliECn consumption only 
after other priorities h,d been net. Cree.m WECS [',Iso controllednnd the supplies VIere 
diverted for tho mcmufr.cture of buttor oxcept in tho cese of hospitals and certain 
other modico..l cc~ses. Ho,:'ovor, the restrictions on the so.le of cream wore lifted from 
11th Nnvembor, 1946, but '!!oro reimposed on 1st September, 1947. The restrictions . 
have -g2in been" iftod fran 24th Mc:y, 1950. 

From Lugust, 1942, all sup;)lios of rice have been diverted 
from civilio.n consllrlption except in tho cc~ses of resident Asic,tics nnd other prior-
ities including invnlids and hospitECl pc.tients. The pro oduction of beer was 

'. controlled beb'roen MrTch, 191102 rend IVIEcrch, 1946; this lir;lited output for civilinn 
~'" sup~)lios to nn. fver2.ge of 2"bout 86 [Jillion grcllons nnnually. 

Tho rrtloning of sU€;:J.r cec-sod on 2nd July, 1947 and of m02.t on 
21st Juno, 1948. 

The ration rClt8s rl1;'~ thoir opo!,r-tive dr.tes nre given in the 
following tr.ble for tho fnodstuffs ~·.t present coverod by tho .rationing scheme in 
Australia. Similrr details for sugr,r [',no. ::to c· t VIora includod in issue No. 2 of 
th is Ro port. 

TL~LE XXXVII il(.TIONING OF FOODSTUFFS LUSTRl.LIA 

- Originnl Rc.tos tJresent Rate..s 
Foodstuffs Dnte of Reto per hoad Date of 

Ten 

Dutter 

C Oli1Il1onceruent Dor VlCek Commencement 

6.7.42 1.6 oz. 19.10.42 

7.6.43 8 oz. 5. 6.44 

(0.) ~utter rationing wns lifted on 16th June, 1950 

(b) Tea rationing was lifted on 2nd July, 1950. 

Rate per head 
per week 

(b)2 oz. 

(a)6 oz. 
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6. STATISTIo,AL TABLES SHOWING ESTIMATED SUPPLIES 

AND UTILIZATION OF _ FOODSTIDi'FS, YEAR-1948-49 

The data-given in the previous pages of this Report for the year 1948-49 
A are based upon the statistics shown in the folloWing table which gives for each 

item included in the fourteen groups covered, the supply position in Australia and 
a aetailed analysis of distribution, movement in stocks and the quantity consumed 
for the year en~ed June, 1949. In c~ses where production is of a seasonal nature 
e.g. tomatoes, citrus and other fresh fruit and vegetab~es inoluding potatoes, it is 
not possible strictly to relate production and distribution to fiscal or calend~r 
years. It has been necessary therefore to apply details appropriate to the'seasonal 
period covered by the years specified. 

--'It- will be nOted that particulars in respect of glucose and breakfast 
foods from. maize and rice are nOt available for publication. The oonoealment of 
these data is necessery in order to avoid the raLmse of information whioh must be 
regarded as confidential. Allowances have beon made for the nutrient value of these r 

oommodi ties in the appropriate nutrient iebles. 

With the exception of fluid whole milk, beer and wine? particulars of 
which are shown in gallons, 2.11 other oommodi tiGS era rocorded in uhi ts of tons of 
2,240 lb. In those cases where this unit is not appropriata the oonsumption per 
head h1:ts been expressed in terms of oommon usage (e.g. fresh milk is shown in 
gallons as a footnote to the t e.ble). . 

The data included in the following table in rospect of the year 1948-49 
are generally subjeot to revision. 
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