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NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

SOCIAL SURVEY
 (NATSISS)

2002

Output data items

This document provides a list of the output data items available from the 2002 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey (NATSISS),

  together with an indication of the level of detail which will be made available in standard 2002 NATSISS outputs such as the summary publication

  (National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey, 2002 (cat. no. 4714.0)); state/territory tabulations; and the basic Confidentialised Unit 

  Record File (CURF).

"All persons" refers to persons selected for interview in the 2002 NATSISS. All persons interviewed were aged 15 years or over.

"All households" refers to data provided by a household spokesperson in the 2002 NATSISS.

C = Community only (data collected via Pen-and-paper interviewing). 

MR = items with multiple response categories (i.e. these categories are not mutually exclusive).

NC = Non-Community only (data collected via Computer assisted interviewing).

Items marked with an asterisk (*) indicate that these items were collected in more detail than shown. Where feasible, more highly disaggregated data

  may be made available via the expanded CURF and/or specific ad hoc tabulations.

Footnotes
(a) Data is available for non-remote areas only. Refer to the 2002 NATSISS (cat. no. 4714.0), Explanatory Notes paragraphs 46–47.

(b) Data is restricted to the set of criteria used to identify disability in remote areas. Refer to the 2002 NATSISS (cat. no. 4714.0), 

     Explanatory Notes paragraphs 46–47.

(c) Information on substance use will not be released for persons living in remote areas due to data quality concerns.

(d) Based on national income quintile boundaries from the ABS 2002 General Social Survey.

(e) May include persons who were held in protective custody.
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DATA ITEM CATEGORIES APPLICABLE TO

01 DEMOGRAPHIC/CORE

1 Basic

1 Age of person* 1. 15–19 All persons
2. 20–24  
3. 25–29
4. 30–34 
5. 35–39 
6. 40–44 
7. 45–49 
8. 50–54 
9. 55–59
10. 60–64 
11. 65–69
12. 70–74
13. 75 years and over 

2 Sex of person 1. Male  All persons
2. Female

3 Social marital status 1. Married All persons
2. Not married  

4 Family type
1111. Couple family with children under 15, non-dependent children and 
other related individuals All persons
1112. Couple family with children under 15, non-dependent children and no 
other related individuals
1121. Couple family with children under 15, no non-dependent children and 
with other related individuals
1122. Couple family with children under 15, no non-dependent children and 
with no other related individuals
1211. Couple family with dependent students, non-dependent children and 
other related individuals
1212. Couple family with dependent students, non-dependent children and no
other related individuals
1221. Couple family with dependent students, no non-dependent children and
with other related individuals
1222. Couple family with dependent students, no non-dependent children and
with no other related individuals
1311. Couple family with children under 15, dependent students, non-
dependent children and other related individuals
1312. Couple family with children under 15, dependent students, non-
dependent children and no other related individuals
1321. Couple family with children under 15, dependent students, no non-
dependent children and with other related individuals
1322. Couple family with children under 15, dependent students, no non-
dependent children and no other related individuals
1411. Couple family with non-dependent children and other related individuals
1412. Couple family with non-dependent children and no other related 
individuals
2421. Couple family with no children and with other related individuals
2422. Couple only family
3111. One-parent family with children under 15, non-dependent children and 
other related individuals
3112. One-parent family with children under 15, non-dependent children and 
no other related individuals
3121. One-parent family with children under 15, no non-dependent children 
and with other related individuals
3122. One-parent family with children under 15, no non-dependent children 
and with no other related individuals
3211. One-parent family with dependent students, non-dependent children 
and other related individuals
3212. One-parent family with dependent students, non-dependent children 
and no other related individuals
3221. One-parent family with dependent students, no non-dependent children
and with other related individuals
3222. One-parent family with dependent students, no non-dependent children
and with no other related individuals
3311. One-parent family with children under 15, dependent students, non-
dependent children and other related individuals
3312. One-parent family with children under 15, dependent students, non-
dependent children and no other related individuals
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DATA ITEM CATEGORIES APPLICABLE TO

3321. One-parent family with children under 15, dependent students, no non-
dependent children and with other related individuals
3322. One-parent family with children under 15, dependent students, no non-
dependent children and no other related individuals
3411. One-parent family with non-dependent children and other related 
individuals
3412. One-parent family with non-dependent children and no other related 
individuals
9429. Other family
9999. Outside scope of classification

2 Household

1 Household type 11. One family household All households
12. Two family household
13. Three or more family household
21. One family household with non-family members present
22. Two family household with non-family members present
23. Three or more family household with non-family members present
31. Lone person household
32. Group household
90. Not classifiable (not further defined)
99. Outside scope of classification, e.g. visitor, resident of Special Dwelling

2 Household composition 1. All persons identified as Indigenous All households
2. Not all persons identified as Indigenous

3 Relationship in household 00. Not applicable All persons
10. Husband, wife or partner (not further defined)
17. Male same-sex partner
18. Female same-sex partner
21. Lone parent
30. Child under 15 (not further defined)
40. Dependent student (not further defined)
50. Non-dependent child (not further defined)
60. Other related individual (not further defined)
71. Unrelated individual living in a family household
72. Group household member
73. Lone person
99. Visitor

4 Number of persons in household* 1. One  All households
2. Two  
3. Three 
4. Four  
5. Five  
6. Six  
7. Seven  
8. Eight  
9. Nine  
10. Ten or more 

5 Number of Indigenous persons in 1. One  All households
    household* 2. Two  

3. Three 
4. Four  
5. Five  
6. Six  
7. Seven  
8. Eight  
9. Nine  
10. Ten or more 
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6 Number of dependants in 1. None  All households
    household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more 

7 Number of Indigenous dependants 1. None  All households
    in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more 

8 Number of dependants aged 1. None  All households
    0–4 years in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three   
5. Four  
6. Five or more

9 Number of Indigenous dependants 1. None  All households
    aged 0–4 years in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three   
5. Four  
6. Five or more

10 Number of dependants aged 1. None  All households
       5–14 years in household* 2. One 

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more 

11 Number of Indigenous 1. None  All households
    dependants aged 5–14 years 2. One 
    in household* 3. Two  

4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more 

12 Number of dependants aged 1. None All households
      15–24 years in household* 2. One  
  3. Two  

4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more

13 Number of Indigenous dependants 1. None All households
       aged 15–24 years in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more

14 Number of persons aged 65 1. None All households
        years and over in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more
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15 Number of Indigenous persons aged 1. None All households
      65 years and over in household* 2. One  

3. Two  
4. Three  
5. Four  
6. Five or more

3 Geography

1 State/Territory of usual residence 1. New South Wales  All households
2. Victoria  
3. Queensland  
4. South Australia  
5. Western Australia  
6. Tasmania  
7. Northern Territory  
8. Australian Capital Territory 

2 ASGC Remoteness Structure 0. Major Cities of Australia All households
1. Inner Regional Australia

 2. Outer Regional Australia
3. Remote Australia
4. Very Remote Australia 
5. Migratory

3 Socio-Economic Index of Index values All households
    Relative Disadvantage (SEIFA)

4 Capital city/balance of State 0. Not applicable All households
1. Capital city
2. Balance of State

4 Indigenous Status

1 Indigenous status 0. Non-Indigenous All persons
1. Aboriginal
2. Torres Strait Islander

3. Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

5 Children

1 Children ever born* 0. None All females
1. One
2. Two
3. Three
4. Four
5. Five
6. Six or more

2 Children still alive* 0. None All females
1. One
2. Two
3. Three
4. Four
5. Five
6. Six or more
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6 Mobility

1 Number of dwellings lived in 1. One dwelling All persons
   over last 12 months* 2. Two dwellings

3. Three dwellings
4. Four dwellings 
5. Five dwellings 
6. Six dwellings 
7. Seven dwellings 
8. Eight dwellings
9. Nine dwellings 
10. Ten dwellings
11. Eleven dwellings
12. Twelve or more dwellings

2 Main reason for last move 0. Not applicable Persons who had moved dwellings 
Housing reasons one or more times in last 12 months
    10. Wanted bigger/better home
    11. Reduce rent/mortgage
    12. Notice given by landlord (NC)
    13. Allocated housing (e.g. public housing)
    14. Overcrowded
    15. Renovations/Rebuilding
Employment reasons
    16. Closer to work (NC)
    17. Lost job
    18. Got job
    19. Improve employment prospects (NC)
    20. Job transfer (NC)
Accessibility reasons
    21. To be near services (shops, doctor, sports ground, etc.)
    22. To be near education facilities (school, TAFE, university, etc.)
    23. To live on/be close to Homelands
Family reasons
    24. Moved with family
    25. Be close to family/friends
    26. Family conflict
    27. Be independent
    28. Get married/live with partner
    29. Breakdown of marriage/relationship
    30. Sorry business
31. Other 
32. Don't know
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02 CULTURE AND LANGUAGE

1 Language

1 Difficulty communicating with 1. Has difficulty understanding service providers in English All persons
    service providers in English 2. Has difficulty being understood by service providers in English

3. Has difficulty understanding and being understood by service providers in English
4. No difficulties with English, assisted by others
5. No difficulties with English, not assisted by others
9. Not stated

2 Main language spoken at 1. English All persons
    home 2. Aboriginal language

3. Torres Strait Islander language
4. Other language

3 Whether speaks an Indigenous 1. Speaks an Indigenous language All persons
    language 2. Speaks only some Indigenous words

3. Does not speak an Indigenous language

2 Culture

1 Whether identifies with clan, tribal or 1. Identifies with clan, tribal/language group All persons
   language group 2. Does not identify with clan, tribal/language group

3. Don't know

2 Recognition of homelands 1. Recognises homelands All persons
2. Does not recognise homelands

3 Whether presently lives in homelands 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Lives on homelands
2. Does not live on homelands

4 Whether allowed to visit homelands 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Allowed to visit homelands
2. Not allowed to visit homelands
3. Don't know

5 Attendance at cultural event(s) in 1. Attended cultural event in last 12 months All persons
    last 12 months 2. Did not attend cultural event in last 12 months

3. Not stated (C)

6 Type of cultural event(s) attended 1. Attended funeral Persons who had attended at least 

    in last 12 months (MR) 2. Attended ceremony one cultural event in last 12 months
3. Attended sports carnival
4. Attended festival/carnival involving arts, craft, music or dance
5. Involved with Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander organisation

7 Number of types of cultural events 0. Not applicable All persons
    attended in last 12 months* 1. One type

2. Two types 
3. Three types 
4. Four types
5. Five types

8 Participation/payment in cultural 1. Participated for payment All persons
   activities in last 12 months 2. Participated without payment

3. Did not participate
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9 Payment for cultural activities in 1. Paid for arts or crafts Persons who had participated in
    last 12 months (MR) 2. Paid for music, dance or theatre one or more cultural activities (for 

3. Paid for writing or telling stories payment or not)
4. Not paid for arts or crafts

5. Not paid for music, dance or theatre
6. Not paid for writing or telling stories
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03 FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

1 Family Context

1 Presence of stressors in last 1. Stressors reported All persons
   12 months 2. Stressors not reported

2 Type of stressors in last 12 1. Divorce or separation Persons who reported experiencing
     months (MR) 2. Death of family member or close friend at least one type of stressor

3. Serious illness or disability
4. Serious accident
5. Alcohol or drug related problems

 6. Mental illness (NC)
7. Not able to get a job
8. Lost job, made redundant, sacked
9. Witness to violence
10. Abuse or violent crime
11. Trouble with the police
12. Gambling problem
13. Member of family sent to jail/currently in jail
14. Overcrowding at home
15. Pressure to fulfil cultural responsibilities (NC)
16. Discrimination/racism

3 Number of types of stressors in 0. Not applicable Persons who reported experiencing
     last 12 months* 1. One type at least one type of stressor

2. Two types 
3. Three types 
4. Four types
5. Five types
6. Six types
7. Seven or more types

2 Networks

1 Involvement in social activities 1. Involved in social activities in last 3 months All persons
   in last 3 months 2. Not involved in social activities in last 3 months

2 Type of social activities in last 3 1. Recreational or cultural group activities Persons involved in one or more 
   months (MR) 2. Community or special interest group activities social activities in last 3 months

3. Church or religious activities
4. Went out to a cafe, restaurant or bar
5. Involvement in sport or physical activities 
6. Attendance at sporting event as a spectator
7. Visited library, museum or art gallery (NC)
8. Attended movies, theatre or concert (NC)
9. Visited park, botanic gardens, zoo or theme park (NC)
10. Attendance at ATSIC or Native Title meetings (C)
11. Funerals, ceremonies or festivals (C)
12. Fishing or hunting in a group (C) 

3 Number of types of social activities 0. Not applicable Persons involved in one or more 

     in last 3 months* 1. One type social activities in last 3 months
2. Two types 
3. Three types 
4. Four types
5. Five types
6. Six types
7. Seven types
8. Eight or more types
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4  Whether participated in sport/ 1. Participated in sport/physical activity in last 12 months All persons
    physical activity in last 12 months 2. Did not participate in sport/physical activity in last 12 months

5 Capacity in which participated in 1. Player or participant Persons who participated in sport/
    sport/physical activity in last 2. Coach, instructor or teacher physical activity in last 12 months
    12 months (MR) 3. Referee, umpire or official

4. Committee member or administrator
5. Other capacity

6 Presence of neighbourhood/ 1. Neighbourhood/community problems reported All persons
    community problems 2. No neighbourhood/community problems reported

3. Don't know (NC)
4. Not stated

7 Neighbourhood/community 1. Theft (incl. burglaries, theft from homes, motor vehicle theft, Persons who reported neighbourhood/
    problems (MR)      other theft) community problems

2. Problems involving youths, such as youth gangs/lack of youth activity
3. Prowlers/loiterers (NC)
4. Vandalism/graffiti/damage to property
5. Dangerous or noisy driving (NC)
6. Alcohol
7. Illegal drugs  
8. Family violence
9. Assault 
10. Sexual assault  
11. Problems with your neighbours (NC) 
12. Levels of neighbourhood conflict
13. Level of personal safety day or night (NC)
14. Other problems nfd (C)

8 Number of types of neighbourhood/ 0. Not applicable Persons who reported neighbourhood/
     community problems* 1. One type community problems

2. Two types 
3. Three types 
4. Four types
5. Five types
6. Six types
7. Seven types
8. Eight types
9. Nine or more types

9 Support in time of crisis 1. Has support in a time of crisis All persons
2. Does not have support in a time of crisis

10 Source of support in time 1. Friend Persons with at least one source of 

     of crisis (MR) 2. Neighbour  support in a time of crisis
3. Family member  
4. Work colleague
5. Community, charity or religious organisation 
6. Local council or other government services  

7. Health, legal or financial professional
8. Other

11 Number of types of support in 0. Not applicable Persons with at least one source of 

     time of crisis* 1. One type support in a time of crisis
2. Two types 
3. Three types 
4. Four types
5. Five or more types
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3 Removal

1  Whether removed from 1. Has been removed from natural family All persons
    natural family 2. Has not been removed from natural family

3. Don't want to answer

2  Whether relatives removed 1. Relatives removed from natural family All persons
    from natural family 2. Relatives not removed from natural family

3. Don't know
4. Don't want to answer

3 Relatives removed from natural 1. Children Persons who have had one or more 
    family (MR) 2. Brothers/Sisters relatives removed from their natural 

3. Parents family
4. (Great-) Grandparents
5. Aunties/Uncles
6. Cousins
7. Nieces/Nephews
8. Other 
9. Don't know who
10. Don't want to answer

4 Number of types of relatives removed 0. Not applicable Persons who have had one or more 
     from natural family* 1. One type relatives removed from their natural 

2. Two types family
3. Three or more types

4 Child care

1  Whether used child care in last 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility 
    4 weeks 1. Used child care in last 4 weeks for children aged 12 years or less

2. Did not use child care in last 4 weeks
9. Not stated

2  Whether used formal child care in 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility 
    last 4 weeks 1. Used formal child care in last 4 weeks for children aged 12 years or less

2. Did not use formal child care in last 4 weeks
3. No access to formal child care (C)
9. Not stated

3 Use of child care in last 4 weeks 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility 
1. Used formal child care only for children aged 12 years or less
2. Used informal child care only 
3. Used formal and informal child care 
4. Did not use child care
9. Not stated

4  Type of child care used in last 1. Before and/or after school care (NC) Persons who used child care in last
    4 weeks (MR) 2. Long day care centre (NC) 4 weeks

3. Family day care (NC)
4. Occasional care centre (NC)
5. Pre-school (NC)
6. Kindergarten (excl. NSW and ACT) (NC)
7. Other formal care (NC)
8. Used formal child care nfd. (C)
9. Used informal child care

5  Requirements for (more) formal 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility
    child care in last 4 weeks 1. Requires (more) formal child care for children aged 12 years or less

2. Doesn't require (more) formal child care
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6  Main reason for not wanting 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility
    (more) formal child care in last 1. Prefer to look after own child for children aged 12 years or less
    4 weeks 2. Child too young/old who did not want (more) formal 

3. Transport/distance child care in the last 4 weeks
4. Cost/too expensive
5. Prefer other type of care
6. Time/days available not suitable
7. Child's preference
8. Child has special needs (illness/disability)
9. Parent(s) unhappy with service/carers
10. Not flexible enough/not available at short notice
11. Other
12. Wanted to use (more) child care services
99. Not stated

7  Main reason for not using 0. Not applicable Persons with main caring responsibility
    (more) formal child care in last 1. Child too young/old for children aged 12 years or less
    4 weeks 2. Transport/distance who did not use (more) formal 

3. Cost/too expensive child care in the last 4 weeks
4. Booked out no places
5. Time/days available not suitable
6. Child's preference
7. Child has special needs (illness/disability)
8. Parent(s) unhappy with service/carers
9. Not flexible enough/not available at short notice
10. Had not yet applied
11. Made other arrangements
12. No need
13. Other
14. Did not want to use (more) child care services
15. Service not available (C)
16. Not stated

5  Voluntary work

1 Whether done any unpaid voluntary 1. Has done voluntary work for an organisation in last 12 months All persons
    work in last 12 months 2. Has not done voluntary work for an organisation in last 12 months

9. Not stated

2 Type of organisation undertook 1. Sport/recreation/hobby (NC) Persons who undertook unpaid
   unpaid voluntary work for in last 2. Welfare/community (NC) voluntary work in last 12 months
   12 months (MR) 3. Health (NC)

4. Emergency services (NC)
5. Education/training/youth development (NC)
6. Religious (NC)
7. Environmental/animal welfare (NC)
8. Business/professional/union (NC)
9. Law/justice/political (NC)
10. Arts/culture (NC)
11. Foreign/international (NC)
12. Other organisation (NC)
13. Organisation nfd (C)

3 Number of types of organisations 0. Not applicable Persons who undertook unpaid
     undertook unpaid voluntary work 1. One type voluntary work in last 12 months
     for in last 12 months* 2. Two types 

3. Three types
4. Four types
5. Five or more types
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04 HEALTH

1 Status

1 Self assessed health status 1. Excellent All persons
2. Very good
3. Good
4. Fair
5. Poor
6. Not stated (C)

2 Disability status (a) Has disability or long-term health condition (NC) All persons
  Has a specific limitation (NC)

     Has core activity limitation (NC):
            1. Has profound core activity limitation (NC)
            2. Has severe core activity limitation (NC)
            3. Has moderate core activity limitation (NC)
            4. Has mild core activity limitation (NC)
     Has a schooling/employment restriction only (NC):
             5. Has a schooling/employment restriction only (NC)
  Has no specific limitation (NC)

     Has no specific limitation (NC):
             6. Has no specific limitation (NC)
Has no disability or long-term health condition (NC)
  Has no disability or long-term health condition (NC)

     Has no disability or long-term health condition (NC):
              7. Has no disability or long-term health condition (NC)
Not applicable
  Not applicable

     Not applicable:
              8. Not applicable

3 Disability status (b) 1. Has profound core activity restriction All persons
    (non-remote/remote comparison) 2. Has severe core activity restriction

3. Disability/restriction nfd.
4. Has no disability or long-term health condition

4 Disability type (MR) (a) 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Sight, hearing, speech (NC)
2. Physical (NC)
3. Intellectual (NC)
4. Psychological (NC)
5. Type not specified (NC)
6. Has no disability or long-term health condition (NC)

5 Disability type 0. Not applicable All persons
    (non-remote/remote comparison) 1. Sight, hearing, speech
    (MR) (b) 2. Physical

3. Intellectual 
4. Type not specified
5. Has no disability or long-term health condition

6 Combinations of disability types 0. Not applicable All persons
    (non-remote/remote comparison) (b) 1. Sight, hearing, speech only

2. Physical only
3. Intellectual only
4. Type not specified only
5. Sight, hearing, speech and Physical
6. Sight, hearing, speech and Intellectual
7. Sight, hearing, speech and Type not specified
8. Physical and Intellectual
9. Physical and Type not specified
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10. Intellectual and Type not specified
11. Sight, hearing, speech, Physical and Intellectual
12. Sight, hearing, speech, Physical and Type not specified
13. Sight, hearing, speech, Intellectual and Type not specified
14. Physical, Intellectual and Type not specified
15. Sight, hearing, speech, Physical, Intellectual and Type not specified
16. Has no disability or long-term health condition

7 Whether has education restriction (a) 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Has an education restriction (NC)
2. Has no education restriction (NC)

8 Whether has employment restriction (a) 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Has an employment restriction (NC)
2. Has no employment restriction (NC)

2 Smoking

1 Smoker status 1. Occasional smoker All persons
2. Regular smoker
3. Ex-smoker
4. Never smoked
5. Not stated

3 Alcohol

1 Whether drank alcohol in last 1. Has drunk alcohol in last 12 months All persons
    12 months 2. Has not drunk alcohol in last 12 months

2 Alcohol consumption level in last 0. Not applicable Persons who had drunk alcohol in last
    12 months 1. Low risk 12 months

2. Medium risk
3. High risk
9. Not stated

4 Substance use

1 Whether ever used substances (c) 1. Has used substances All persons
2. Has not used substances
3. Not stated
4. Non-response



19

DATA ITEM CATEGORIES APPLICABLE TO

2 Type of substances ever used (MR)(c) 1. Pain Killers or Analgesics for non-medical purposes Persons who ever used a substance
2. Tranquillisers or Sleeping Pills for non-medical purposes
3. Amphetamines or Speed
4. Marijuana, Hashish or Cannabis Resin
5. Heroin
6. Cocaine
7. LSD or Synthetic Hallucinogens
8. Naturally Occurring Hallucinogens
9. Ecstasy or Designer Drugs
10. Petrol    
11. Other Inhalants
12. Kava

3 Number of types of substances 0. Not applicable Persons who ever used a substance
     ever used*(c) 1. One type

2. Two types 
3. Three types
4. Four types
5. Five or more types

4 Whether used substances in 1. Has used substances in last 12 months Persons who ever used a substance
   last 12 months (c) 2. Has not used substances in last 12 months

3. Use in last 12 months not stated 

4. Never used substances
5. Non-response

5 Type of substances used in 1. Pain Killers or Analgesics for non-medical purposes Persons who had used a substance in
   last 12 months (MR)(c) 2. Tranquillisers or Sleeping Pills for non-medical purposes last 12 months

3. Amphetamines or Speed
4. Marijuana, Hashish or Cannabis Resin
5. Heroin
6. Cocaine
7. LSD or Synthetic Hallucinogens
8. Naturally Occurring Hallucinogens
9. Ecstasy or Designer Drugs     
10. Petrol
11. Other Inhalants
12. Kava

6 Number of types of substances used 0. Not applicable Persons who had used a substance in
     in last 12 months* (c) 1. One type last 12 months

2. Two types 
3. Three types
4. Four types
5. Five or more types
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05 HOUSING

1 Characteristics

1 Tenure type 1. Owner without a mortgage All households
2. Owner with a mortgage  
3. Life tenure scheme   
4. Participant of rent/buy (or shared equity) scheme (NC)
5. Renter 
6. Rent-free 
7. Other 

2 Landlord type Not applicable All households
    00. Not applicable
Real estate agent
    10. Real estate agent  
State or Territory housing authority  
    11. State or Territory housing authority  
Persons not in same dwelling  
    12. Parent/other relative   
    13. Other person
Persons in same dwelling
     14. Parent/other relative
     15. Other person
Owner or manager of caravan park 
     16. Owner or manager of caravan park  
Employer  
     17. Defence Housing Authority  
     18. Government  
     19. Other employer  
Indigenous Housing Organisation / Community housing
     20. Indigenous Housing Organisation/Community housing
Housing co-operative or church group
     21. Housing co-operative or church group
Other landlord
     22. Other landlord
Don't know
     23. Don't know

3 Number of bedrooms* 0. None All households
1. One bedroom
2. Two bedrooms
3. Three bedrooms
4. Four bedrooms
5. Five or more bedrooms
6. Not stated

4 Number of bedrooms required* 0. None All households
1. One bedroom
2. Two bedrooms
3. Three bedrooms
4. Four bedrooms
5. Five or more bedrooms
6. Not stated

5 Whether repairs and maintenance 1. Repairs and maintenance have been carried out All households
    have been carried out 2. Repairs and maintenance have not been carried out
    in last 12 months 3. Don't know
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6 Types of repairs and maintenance 1. Painting Households that have had repairs and
    carried out in last 12 months (MR) 2. Roof repair/maintenance maintenance in last 12 months

3. Tile repair/replacement
4. Electrical work
5. Plumbing
6. Other

7 Whether any structural problems 1. Has structural problems All households
2. Does not have structural problems

8 Type of major structural problems (MR) 1. Rising damp (NC) Households with major structural
2. Major cracks in walls/floors problems
3. Sinking/moving foundations
4. Sagging floors
5. Walls/windows out of plumb
6. Wood rot/termite damage
7. Major electrical problems
8. Major plumbing problems
9. Major roof defect
10. Other

2 Costs

1 Weekly rent* 1. $1–49 Households making rent payments 
2. $50–99
3. $100–149
4. $150–199
5. $200–249
6. $250–299
7. $300–349
8. $350–399
9. $400 or more
10. Don't know
11. Not stated

2 Weekly mortgage repayments* 1. $1–49 Households making mortgage
2. $50–99 payments
3. $100–149
4. $150–199
5. $200–249
6. $250–299
7. $300–349
8. $350–399
9. $400 or more
10. Don't know
11. Not stated

3 Facilities

1 Household facilities (MR) 1. Working stove/oven/other cooking facilities All households
2. Kitchen sink
3. Adequate kitchen cupboard and bench space
4. Working refrigerator
5. Working washing machine
6. Working bath or shower
7. Laundry tub
8. Working toilet
9. None of the above

2 Working facilities for washing 1. Has working facilities for washing people All households
    people 2. Does not have working facilities for washing people
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3 Working facilities for washing 1. Has working facilities for washing clothes/bedding All households
    clothes/bedding 2. Does not have working facilities for washing clothes/bedding

4 Working facilities for storing/ 1. Has working facilities for storing/preparing food All households
    preparing food 2. Does not have working facilities for storing/preparing food

5 Working sewerage facilities 1. Has working sewerage facilities All households
2. Does not have working sewerage facilities
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06 EDUCATION

1 Attainment

1 Highest year of school completed 1. Year 12 All persons (including persons 
2. Year 11 still at secondary school)
3. Year 10
4. Year 9
5. Year 8 
6. Year 7
7. Year 6 or below
8. Never attended school

2 Level of highest non-school 0. Not applicable All persons

    qualification 1. Postgraduate Degree
2. Graduate Diploma/Graduate Certificate
3. Bachelor Degree
4. Advanced Diploma/Diploma
5. Certificate III/IV
6. Certificate I/II 
7. Certificate not further defined
8. No non-school qualification
9. Level not determined

3 Highest educational attainment 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Postgraduate Degree
2. Graduate Diploma/Graduate Certificate
3. Bachelor Degree
4. Advanced Diploma/Diploma
5. Certificate III/IV
6. Certificate I/II
7. Certificate not further defined
8. Year 12
9. Year 11
10. Year 10
11. Year 9
12. Year 8
13. Year 7
14. Year 6 or below
15. No non-school qualification
16. Never attended school and no non-school qualification
17. Level not determined

4 Main field of highest non-school 0. Not applicable Persons with a non-school qualification

    qualification 1. Natural and Physical Sciences
2. Information Technology
3. Engineering and Related Technologies
4. Architecture and Building
5. Agriculture, Environmental and Related Studies
6. Health
7. Education
8. Management and Commerce
9. Society and Culture
10. Creative Arts
11. Food, Hospitality and Personal Services
12. Mixed Field Programmes
13. Field not determined



24

DATA ITEM CATEGORIES APPLICABLE TO

5 Main field of highest educational 0. Not applicable All persons
    attainment 1. Natural and Physical Sciences

2. Information Technology
3. Engineering and Related Technologies
4. Architecture and Building
5. Agriculture, Environmental and Related Studies
6. Health
7. Education
8. Management and Commerce
9. Society and Culture
10. Creative Arts
11. Food, Hospitality and Personal Services
12. Mixed Field Programmes
13. Field not determined

6 Vocational training in last 12 months 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Attended

2. Did not attend

7 Type of vocational training 1. Trade or labouring training Persons who attended work-related
    in last 12 months (MR) 2. Transport, plant and machinery operation training training in last 12 months

3. Management/supervision training
4. Technical training
5. Computer or office training

6. Sales and personal service training
7. Literacy training
8. Numeracy training
9. Music, art or craft training
10. Health and safety training
11. Other training

8 Whether training was done 0. Not applicable Persons who attended work-related
   as part of CDEP 1. Training part of CDEP training in last 12 months

2. Training not part of CDEP

9 Whether used training 0 Not applicable Persons who attended work-related

1 Used training training in last 12 months
2 Did not use training

10 Relevance of training to 1. Used for work Persons who attended and used
       employment (MR) 2. Used to get a job work-related training in last 12 months 

3. Used, other

2 Current Study

1 Educational participation 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Studying
2. Not studying

2 Full-time/part-time study 1. Full-time study Persons currently studying
2. Part-time study
3. Not studying

3 Type of educational institution 0. Not applicable Persons currently studying

1. Secondary school 
2. University or other higher education
3. Other (includes TAFE, technical college, business college, industry skills centre) 
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3 Education experience

1 Main reason left school Not applicable Persons aged 15–24 years who had
      0. Not applicable left school before completing Year 12

Work-related reasons or equivalent
     10. Little difference to work prospects
     11. Got/wanted a job/apprenticeship
     12. Other work-related reason
School-related reasons
     13. Did not do well
     14. Did not like school
     15. Changed to other type of study
     16. Feel had done enough
     17. Other school-related reason
Personal/family reasons 
     18. Own ill-health or disability
     19. Caring for family members
     20. Other personal/family reason
Other reasons 
     21. Financial reasons
     22. Location/transport reasons
     23. Year 12 or equivalent not available
     24. Other reason
Not stated
     25. Not stated
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07 EMPLOYMENT

1 Status

1 Labour force status Labour Force All persons
    1. Employed
    2. Unemployed 
Not in the Labour Force
    3. Not in the Labour Force 

2 Unemployment details

1 Duration of unemployment* 0. Not applicable Unemployed persons
1. Less than 3 months
2. 3 to less than 6 months
3. 6 to less than 9 months
4. 9 to less than 12 months
5. One year to less than 2 years
6. Two years or more
7. Not stated

3 Employment details

1 Hours usually worked* 0. Not applicable Employed persons
1. 1–15 hours  
2. 16–24 hours  
3. 25–34 hours 
4. 35–39 hours  
5. 40 hours 
6. 41–48 hours  
7. 49 hours and over   
8. Don't know/not stated

2 Full-time/part-time status 0. Not applicable Employed persons
1. Employed full-time  
2. Employed part-time  
3. Not stated

3 Employment sector 0. Not applicable Employed persons
1. Public Sector
2. Private Sector
3. CDEP
9. Sector nfd.

4 Whether work allows for cultural 0. Not applicable Employed persons
    responsibilities 1. Can meet responsibilities

2. Cannot meet responsibilities
3. Doesn't have cultural responsibilities
9. Not stated

5 Multiple job holder (NC) 0. Not applicable Employed persons
1. One job only
2. More than one job
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4 Precariousness

1 Expected future duration in current job Not applicable Employed persons
    (expanded)    0. Not applicable

Expect to have same employment in 12 months time

   1. Expect to have same employment in 12 months time
Does not expect to have same employment in 12 months time
   2. Return to study/completing study
   3. Travel/holiday
   4. Maternity/paternity reason/look after family member(s)
   5. Retiring
   6. Changing jobs/seeking other employment
   7. Other personal/family reason
   8. Seasonal/temporary job
   9. Employer/business closing down/down sizing
   10. Completing current work
   11. Other economic/work related reason
   12. Other reason
   13. End of fixed term contract

2 Expected future duration in current job Not applicable Employed persons
    0. Not applicable
Expect to have same employment in 12 months time
    1. Expect to have same employment in 12 months time
Does not expect to have same employment in 12 months time 
    2. Personal reason
    3. Employment reason
    4. End of fixed term contract

5 CDEP

1 Whether CDEP participant 0. Not applicable All persons
1. CDEP participant
2. Not CDEP participant

2 Duration of CDEP* 0. Not applicable Persons in CDEP employment
1. 2 months or less
2. 3 to 5 months
3. 6 to 8 months
4. 9 to 11 months
5. 1 to less than 2 years
6. 2 to less than 3 years
7. 3 to less than 4 years
8. 4 to less than 5 years
9. 5 years or more
998. Don't know
999. Not stated

6 Barriers to employment

1 Whether had difficulties finding work 0. Not applicable Unemployed persons
1. Had difficulties
2. Did not have difficulties
3. Not stated
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2 All difficulties finding work (MR) 1. Transport problems/distance Unemployed persons who reported 
2. No jobs at all difficulties finding work
3. No jobs in local area or line of work
4. Insufficient education, training skills
5. Own ill health or disability
6. Racial discrimination
7. Age
8. Other 

3 Number of types of difficulties 0. Not applicable Unemployed persons who reported 
     finding work* 1. One type difficulties finding work

2. Two types 
3. Three or more types

4 Main difficulty finding work 0. Not applicable Unemployed persons who reported 
1. Transport problems/distance difficulties finding work
2. No jobs at all
3. No jobs in local area or line of work
4. Insufficient education, training skills
5. Own ill health or disability
6. Racial discrimination
7. Age
8. Other

7 Discouraged job seekers

1 Whether would like a job 0. Not applicable Persons not in the labour force
1. Wants a job
2. Does not want a job

2 All reasons not looking for a job (MR) Has a job to go to Persons not in the labour force who
     1. Has a job to go to would like a job
Personal reasons
     2. Own ill health or physical disability/Pregnancy
     3. Studying/Returning to studies
     4. Does not need to work
     5. Give others a chance
     6. Welfare payments/pension may be affected
     7. Moved house/Holidays
Family reasons
     8. Childcare 
     9. Ill health of other than self
     10. Other family considerations
Employment reasons
     11. Employers think too young or too old
     12. Lacks necessary schooling, training, skills or experience
     13. Difficulties with language or ethnic background
     14. No jobs in locality/line of work
     15. No jobs with suitable hours
     16. No jobs at all
Other reasons
     17. Other reasons 
Don't know
     18. Don't know
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8 Employment support services

1 Whether used employment support 0. Not applicable Persons who had looked for work in  
    services in last 12 months 1. Used services last 12 months

2. Did not use services

2 Whether needed employment 0. Not applicable Persons who had not used 
    support services in last 12 months 1. Needed services employment support services in last 

2. Did not need services 12 months

3 All reasons did not use employment 1. Cost too much Persons who had not used
     support services (MR) 2. Too far away/Distance employment support services in last,

3. No transport 12 months, but needed services
4. Services not available
5. Language problems
6. Lack of Indigenous liaison officers
7. Service not culturally appropriate
8. Racial discrimination
9. Other 
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08 INCOME

1 Level of income

1 Personal gross weekly income* 1. Quintiles (d) All persons
2. Not stated

2 Household gross weekly income* 1. Quintiles (d) All persons
2. Not stated

3 Equivalised household gross 1. Quintiles (d) All households
    weekly income* 2. Not stated

2 Source of income

1 Whether received personal income 0. Not applicable All persons
1. Received personal income
2. Did not receive personal income
3. Not stated

2 All sources of personal income (MR) 1. CDEP Persons with an income
2. Other wages or salary
3. Unincorporated business (NC)
4. Property (NC)
5. Government cash pensions and allowances
6. Other pension (NC)
7. Other (NC)
8. Other regular sources (C)

3 Principal source of personal income 0. Not applicable Persons with an income
1. CDEP
2. Other wages or salary
3. Unincorporated business (NC)
4. Property (NC)
5. Government cash pensions and allowances
6. Other pension (NC)
7. Other (NC)
8. Other regular sources (C)
9. Not stated

4 Government pension/allowance 0. Not applicable Persons who received a government 

1. Received specified government pension/allowance pension or allowance
2. Received unspecified government pension/allowance

5 Type of government pension/ 0. Not applicable Persons who received a government 

    allowance (principal) 1. Australian Age Pension pension or allowance
2. Newstart Allowance
3. Mature Age Allowance
4. Service Pension (DVA)
5. Disability Support Pension (Centrelink)
6. Wife Pension
7. Carer Payment
8. Sickness Allowance
9. Widow Allowance (Widow B Pension) (Centrelink)
10. Special Benefit
11. Partner Allowance
12. Youth Allowance
13. Other
14. Don't know
15. Not stated
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6 Type of government pension/ 1. War Widow's Pension (DVA) Persons who received a government 

    allowance (auxiliary) (MR) 2. Disability Pension (DVA) pension or allowance
3. Carer Allowance (Child Disability Allowance)
4. Overseas Pensions/Benefits
5. Family Tax Benefit/Parenting Payment
6. Abstudy Payment
7. Other
8. None of these
9. Don't know
10. Not stated (C)

7 Whether government support has 0. Not applicable Persons with an income
   been main source of income at any 1. Has been main source of income
   point in last 2 years 2. Has not been main source of income

3. Not stated

8 Time government support was 0. Not applicable Persons for whom government support 
    main source of income 1. Less than 3 months was the main source of income at 

2. 3–5 months some point in the last 2 years
3. 6–8 months
4. 9–11 months
5. 12–17 months
6. 18–23 months
7. 24 months
8. Not known
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09 FINANCIAL STRESS

1 Ability to raise emergency money 1. Could raise $2,000 within a week All households

2. Could not raise $2,000 within a week
3. Not known or not stated

2 Days without money for basic 1. Had days without money All households
    living expenses in last 12 months 2. No days without money

3 Days without money for basic 1. Had days without money in last 2 weeks Households that had days without 
    living expenses in last 2 weeks 2. No days without money in last 2 weeks money for basic living expenses in last 

12 months

4 Strategies to meet basic 1. Used strategies to meet basic living expenses in last 12 months All households
    living expenses in last 12 months 2. Did not use strategies to meet basic living expenses in last 12 months

3. Don't know
4. Not stated

5 All strategies to meet basic 1. Used short term loans Households that used strategies to
    living expenses in last 12 months (MR) 2. Pawned or sold something meet basic living expenses in last

3. Did not have meals 12 months
4. Sought assistance from welfare/community organisations
5. Sought assistance from friends or family  
6. Ran up a tab (book up) at local store
7. Gave someone else access to keycard
8. Other

6 Number of types of strategies to meet 0. Not applicable Households that used strategies to
    basic living expenses in last 1. One type meet basic living expenses in last
    12 months* 2. Two types 12 months

3. Three types
4. Four types
5. Five or more types

7 Cash flow problems (NC) 0. Not applicable All households
1. Had cash flow problems
2. Did not have cash flow problems
3. Don't know

8 All types of cash flow 1. Could not pay electricity, gas, or telephone bills on time Households with cash flow problems
     problems (NC) (MR) 2. Could not pay mortgage or rent payments on time

3. Could not pay for car registration or insurance on time
4. Could not make minimum payment on credit card
5. Was unable to heat or cool the home

9 Number of types of cash flow 0. Not applicable Households with cash flow problems
     problems (NC)* 1. One type

2. Two types 
3. Three or more types

10 Whether has a bank account 1. Has bank account All persons
2. Does not have bank account

11 Type of method used for accessing 1. Over the counter at a bank Persons with a bank account
      money (MR) 2. EFTPOS/ATM

3. Internet banking
4. Phone banking
5. Over the counter at a post office
6. Other

12 Number of types of methods used 0. Not applicable Persons with a bank account
      for accessing money* 1. One type

2. Two types 
3. Three or more types
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10 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

1 Computer

1 Whether used computer in last 1. Used computer All persons
    12 months 2. Did not use computer

2 Where used computer in last 1. Home Persons who had used a computer 

    12 months (MR) 2. Work in last 12 months

3. School
4. Public library
5. TAFE/Tertiary institution
6. Government agency/department/shopfront
7. Internet/cyber cafe or similar (NC)
8. Community or voluntary organisation
9. Neighbour's/friend's/relative's house
10. Other

2 Internet

1 Whether used Internet in last 1. Used Internet All persons
    12 months 2. Did not use Internet

2 Where used Internet in last 1. Home Persons who had accessed the 

    12 months (MR) 2. Work Internet in last 12 months
3. School
4. Public library
5. TAFE/Tertiary institution
6. Government agency/department/shopfront
7. Internet/cyber cafe or similar (NC)
8. Community or voluntary organisation
9. Neighbour's/friend's/relative's house
10. Other

3 Frequency of Internet use in last 0. Not applicable Persons who had accessed the 

    12 months 1. Every day/Seven days a week Internet in last 12 months
2. Two to six days a week
3. One day a week
4. One day a fortnight
5. One day a month
6. Less than one day a month
7. Don't know

4 Purpose of Internet use in last 0. Not applicable Persons who had accessed the 

    12 months 1. Work/business Internet in last 12 months
2. Education/study
3. Volunteer/community groups
4. Personal/private
5. Other
6. Don't know

3 Communication

1 Whether working telephone 1. Has working telephone All households
     at home 2. Does not have working telephone

3. Not stated (C)
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11 TRANSPORT

1 Use

1 Access to motor vehicles 1. Access to motor vehicle(s) All persons
2. No access to motor vehicle(s)/No licence
9. Not stated

2 Use of transport in last 2 weeks 1. Used transport in last 2 weeks All persons

2. Did not use transport in last 2 weeks

3 Use of public transport in last 1. Used public transport in last 2 weeks All persons
     2 weeks 2. Used transport but not public transport in last 2 weeks

3. Did not use any transport in last 2 weeks

4 Modes of transport (MR) 1. Bus Persons who had used transport in last
2. Train (NC) 2 weeks (includes walking)
3. Tram/Light rail (NC)
4. Boat/Ferry
5. Taxi
6. Car/4WD as driver 
7. Car/4WD as passenger
8. Motorcycle/Motorised scooter
9. Bicycle
10. Walk
11. Other

5 Number of modes of transport* 0. Not applicable Persons who had used transport in last
1. One type 2 weeks (includes walking)
2. Two types 
3. Three types
4. Four types
5. Five or more types

6 Main reason does not use public 0. Not applicable Persons who had not used public
    transport 1. Prefer to use own transport or walk transport in last 2 weeks

2. No service available at all
3. No service available at right/convenient time
4. Takes too long
5. Concerned about own personal safety
6. Cost considerations
7. Racial discrimination
8. Other 

7 Perceived level of difficulty with 0. Not applicable All persons
    transport 1. Can easily get to the places needed

2. Sometimes have difficulty getting to the places needed
3. Often have difficulty getting to the places needed
4. Can't get to the places needed
5. Never go out/housebound
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12 LAW AND JUSTICE

1 Victimisation

1 Victim of physical or threatened 0. Not applicable All persons
     violence in last 12 months 1. Victim of physical or threatened violence

2. Not a victim of physical or threatened violence

2 Service Use

1 Whether used legal services in 1. Used legal services All persons
   the last 12 months 2. Did not use legal services

2 Whether needed legal services in 0. Not applicable Persons who had not used legal 
   the last 12 months 1. Needed legal services services in last 12 months

2. Did not need legal services

3 Type of legal services used (MR) 1. Aboriginal Legal Service Persons who had used legal services
2. Legal Aid (NC) in last 12 months
3. Private legal service
4. Other 
5. Don't know

4 Number of types of legal services used* 0. Not applicable Persons who had used legal services
1. One type in last 12 months
2. Two types 
3. Three or more types

3 Contact with police

1 Whether ever formally charged 1. Formally charged All persons
    by police 2. Never charged

2 Age first formally charged by police* 0. Not applicable Persons who have ever been formally  
1. 8–11 charged by police
2. 12–14
3. 15–17
4. 18–19
5. 20–24
6. 25–29
7. 30–34
8. 35–39
9. 40–44
10. 45–49
11. 50–54
12. 55–59
13. 60–64
14. 65 and over
15. Don't know
16. Not stated

3 Whether arrested by police in 1. Arrested All persons
    last 5 years 2. Not arrested
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4 Number of times arrested by police 0. Not applicable Persons who had been arrested
    in last 5 years* 1. Once by police in last 5 years

2. Twice
3. Three times
4. Four times
5. Five times or more

6. Don't know
7. Not stated

5 Whether incarcerated in last 5 years (e) 1. Incarcerated All persons
2. Not incarcerated
3. Not stated


