
 
 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Staff/ABS on 26/03/2020 05:26 PM ----- 
 
From: Michelle Marquardt/Staff/ABS 
To: HSB Directors, /Staff/ABS@ABS, David Waymouth/Staff/ABS@ABS 
Date: 26/03/2020 05:24 PM 
Subject: Fw: Household surveys COVID-19 update [DECISIONS] 
 
 

fyi 
 
Michelle Marquardt 

Program Manager 

Household Surveys Branch, Population and Social Statistics Division  |  Australian Bureau of Statistics 

(P) (02) 6252 5913   (M)   

(E)  michelle.marquardt@abs.gov.au  (W)  www.abs.gov.au 

(E)    
----- Forwarded by Michelle Marquardt/Staff/ABS on 26/03/2020 05:54 PM ----- 
 
From: Luise Mcculloch/Staff/ABS 
To: Michelle Marquardt/Staff/ABS@ABS, Paul Jelfs/Staff/ABS@ABS, Jacqui Jones/Staff/ABS@ABS, 

Bjorn Jarvis/Staff/ABS@ABS, Duncan Young/Staff/ABS@ABS, Marcel van Kints/Staff/ABS@ABS, 
/Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS, Teresa Dickinson/Staff/ABS@ABS 

Cc: Luise Mcculloch/Staff/ABS@ABS 
Date: 26/03/2020 05:07 PM 
Subject: Re: Household surveys COVID-19 update [DECISIONS] 
 
 

Michelle and co  
Thanks for discussion today. For the record below is what we agreed (my red annotations against your 
recommendations). Decisions are on the basis, NDAC (Duncan) had already been consulted and 
agreed.. 
 
Recommendations for consideration (details below): 
 
1.  

 
 

2.  Add COVID-19 related questions to the Monthly Population Household Survey (MPHS); YES 
3.  

 
4.   

 
 
 
 

Luise 
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Luise McCulloch 
Deputy Australian Statistician 
Statistical Services Group | Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(P) (02) 6252 5841 
(E) luise.mcculloch@abs.gov.au  (W)  www.abs.gov.au 

 

 

 

From: David Gruen/Staff/ABS 
To: Michelle Marquardt/Staff/ABS@ABS 
Cc: Anders Holmberg/Staff/ABS@ABS, Bjorn Jarvis/Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS, 

David Waymouth/Staff/ABS@ABS, Duncan Young/Staff/ABS@ABS, HSB Directors, Jacqui 
Jones/Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS, Luise Mcculloch/Staff/ABS@ABS, Marcel 
van Kints/Staff/ABS@ABS, Paul Jelfs/Staff/ABS@ABS, Paul Schubert/Staff/ABS@ABS,  

/Staff/ABS@ABS, Sybille McKeown/Staff/ABS@ABS, Teresa Dickinson/Staff/ABS@ABS, 
Tim Montgomery/Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS 

Date: 23/03/2020 05:22 PM 
Subject: Re: Household surveys COVID-19 update 
 
 

Thx Michelle. Sounds very sensible Specific comments below in red. 
 
 

 
 
From: Michelle Marquardt/Staff/ABS 
To: Paul Jelfs/Staff/ABS@ABS, Luise Mcculloch/Staff/ABS@ABS 
Cc: Duncan Young/Staff/ABS@ABS, Marcel van Kints/Staff/ABS@ABS, Jacqui 

Jones/Staff/ABS@ABS, Bjorn Jarvis/Staff/ABS@ABS, Anders Holmberg/Staff/ABS@ABS, Sybille 
McKeown/Staff/ABS@ABS, Paul Schubert/Staff/ABS@ABS, David Waymouth/Staff/ABS@ABS, 
David Gruen/Staff/ABS@ABS, Teresa Dickinson/Staff/ABS@ABS, HSB Directors,  

Staff/ABS@ABS, Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS, Tim 
Montgomery/Staff/ABS@ABS, /Staff/ABS@ABS 

Date: 23/03/2020 04:24 PM 
Subject: Household surveys COVID-19 update 
 
 

Hi, 
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Recommendations for consideration (details below): 
 

2.  Add COVID-19 related questions to the Monthly Population Household Survey (MPHS); 

2.  Additional COVID-19 related questions on MPHS 
 
Given the nature of this survey (and its connection to Labour Force) data from this option would not be 
available until June (collection period May) at the earliest.  We believe there is still value in implementing 
this option given that the data produced would be more robust than the RAPID survey (bigger sample) 
and would be able to draw on the more detailed labour force questions for analytical purposes.  Who 
knows what will be happening by June, but again this sounds sensible. 
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Regards 
 
Michelle Marquardt 

Program Manager 

Household Surveys Branch, Population and Social Statistics Division  |  Australian Bureau of Statistics 

(P) (02) 6252 5913   (M)   

(E)  michelle.marquardt@abs.gov.au  (W)  www.abs.gov.au 

(E)    
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Notes from meeting with Michelle M 19 March 2020
Develop additional questions looking at whether stimulus money had been received and
how it was used
HSIP collection locked in
MPHS collection: proceed as if the collection is going ahead until further notice
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

MPHS19/20 COVID-19 questions 

 
QUESTIONS 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

 CATI Questionnaire    eForm (CAWI) Questionnaire   

From 
Populatio
n 

Question/Field To 
Question 

Addition
al Info 

From 
Population 

Question/Field To question Additiona
l Info 

  

  

COV_Q02  
 
The next questions are about the novel 

coronavirus known as COVID-19. 

 
How concerned are you about your personal 

health because of the spread of COVID-19? 

 

 
1. Not concerned 

2. Neither concerned nor unconcerned 

3. Concerned 

4. Very concerned 

 
 

COV_Q03  COV_Q02  
 

The next questions are about the novel 

coronavirus known as COVID-19. 

 
How concerned are you about your 

personal health because of the spread of 

COVID-19? 

 
1. Not concerned 

2. Neither concerned nor unconcerned 

3. Concerned 

4. Very concerned 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

 CATI Questionnaire    eForm (CAWI) Questionnaire   

From 
Populatio
n 

Question/Field To 
Question 

Addition
al Info 

From 
Population 

Question/Field To question Additiona
l Info 

COV_Q03 
 
In the last four weeks, have you been washing 

your hands (or using sanitiser) more, less or 

about the same, in response to the spread of 

COVID-19? 

 

1. More 

2. Less 

3. About the same/Don’t know 
 

 

COV_Q03 
 
In the last four weeks, have you been 

washing your hands (or using sanitiser) 

more, less or about the same, in response 

to the spread of COVID-19? 

 
1. More 

2. Less 

3. About the same 
 

COV_Q04 
 
In the last four weeks, have you been touching 

your face more, less or about the same, in 

response to the spread of COVID-19? 

 
1. More 

2. Less 

3. About the same/Don’t know 
 

COV_Q04 
 
In the last four weeks, have you been 

touching your face more, less or about 

the same, in response to the spread of 

COVID-19? 

 
1. More 

2. Less 

3. About the same 
 

 

COV_Q05 
 
Have you had a flu vaccination this year? 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 

 
 

COV_Q05 
 
Have you had a flu vaccination this year? 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

COV_Q06 
 
Do you usually have a yearly flu vaccination, or 
did you have one in response to the spread of 
COVID-19? 
 
1. Usually have a flu vaccination 

2. Have because of COVID-19 only 

3. Other reason  
 

 

COV_Q06 
 
Do you usually have a yearly flu 
vaccination, or did you have one in 
response to the spread of COVID-19? 
 
1. Usually have a flu vaccination 

2. Have because of COVID-19 only 

3. Other reason  
 

COV_Q07 
 
Do you intend to have a flu vaccination this 
year? 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 

 
 

COV_Q07 
 
Do you intend to have a flu vaccination 
this year? 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 

 
 

COV_Q08 
 

Do you intend to have a flu vaccination this year 

in response to the spread of COVID-19? 

 

1. Yes, intend to because of COVID-19 only 

5. No, other reason 

 
 

COV_Q08 
 

Do you intend to have a flu vaccination 

this year in response to the spread of 

COVID-19? 

 
1. Yes, intend to because of COVID-19 only 

5. No, other reason 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

COV_Q09 
 
In the last four weeks have you taken any of the 
following actions because of the spread of 
COVID-19? 
 

10. Wearing a facemask 

11. Seeking advice from a medical professional 

12. Avoiding public transport 

13. Avoiding public spaces (and public events) 

14. Keeping distance from people 

15. Cancelling personal gatherings (e.g. with friends 

or family) 

16. Changing or cancelling travel plans 

17. Working from home 

18. Stopped working at all (e.g. cancelled shifts) 

19. Keeping children home from school or childcare 

20. Purchasing additional household supplies 

21. Purchasing additional medical supplies 

22. Self-isolated (stayed at home) 

23. Other 

24. None of the above [exclusive] 

 
 

COV_Q09 
 
In the last four weeks have you taken any 
of the following precautionsactions 
because of the spread of COVID-19? 
 
Note: 

• ‘Seeking advice from a medical 
professional’ includes pop up and 
fever clinics. 

 
10. Wearing a facemask 

11. Seeking advice from a medical 

professional 

12. Avoiding public transport 

13. Avoiding public spaces (and public 

events) 

14. Keeping distance from people 

15. Cancelling personal gatherings (e.g. with 

friends or family) 

16. Changing or cancelling travel plans 

17. Working from home 

18. Stopped working at all (e.g. cancelled 

shifts) 

19. Keeping children home from school or 

childcare 

20. Purchasing additional household supplies 

21. Purchasing additional medical supplies 

22. Self-isolated (stayed at home) 

23. Other 

24. None of the above [exclusive] 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

 CATI Questionnaire    eForm (CAWI) Questionnaire   

From 
Populatio
n 

Question/Field To 
Question 

Addition
al Info 

From 
Population 

Question/Field To question Addition
al Info 

COV_SG1 
 
1. If COV_Q09 = 16 

2. Else 

 
 

COV_SG1 
 
1. If COV_Q09 = 16 

2. Else 

 
 

COV_Q10 
 
Were those changed or cancelled travel plans 
domestic, international or both? 
 
1. Domestic only 

2. International only 

3. Both domestic and international 
 

 

COV_Q10 
 
Were those changed or cancelled travel 
plans domestic, international or both? 
 
1. Domestic only 

2. International only 

3. Both domestic and international 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

COV_Q11 
 
Have you received a stimulus payment provided 
by the Government in response to COVID-19? 
Please exclude any business-related stimulus 
payments. 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 

6. Don’t know 

 
 

COV_Q11 
 
Have you received a stimulus payment 
provided by the Government in response 
to COVID-19? Please exclude any 
business-related stimulus payments. 
 
1. Yes 

5. No 

6. Don’t know 

 
 

COV_Q12 
 
How did you use the stimulus payment provided 
by the Government in response to COVID-19? 

10. Added to savings  
11. Paid mortgage/rent 
12. Paid household bills 
13. Paid credit cards/other personal debt 
14. Purchased food or non-alcoholic beverages 
15. Purchased (other) household supplies 
16. Purchased medical services or supplies 
17. Purchased clothing/footwear 
18. Purchased furnishings/household equipment 

(e.g. sofa, desk, electrical goods) 
19. Purchased recreation/leisure activities (e.g. 

streaming services, online subscriptions, 
electronic books, gaming) 

20. Other (please specify) 
 

 
 

COV_Q12 
 
How did you use the stimulus payment 
provided by the Government in response 
to COVID-19? 
 
10. Added to savings  
11. Paid mortgage/rent 
12. Paid household bills 
13. Paid credit cards/other personal debt 
14. Purchased food or non-alcoholic 

beverages 
15. Purchased (other) household supplies 
16. Purchased medical services or supplies 
17. Purchased clothing/footwear 
18. Purchased furnishings/household 

equipment (e.g. sofa, desk, electrical 
goods) 

19. Purchased recreation/leisure activities 
(e.g. streaming services, online 
subscriptions, electronic books, gaming) 

20. Other (please specify)______________ 
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Blaise spec – COVID-19 

COV_Q12O 
 
Enter the other use here. 
 
(Text field - 60 characters) 
 

 

COV_Q12O 
 
Store text response from COV_Q12 =20 
here. 
 
(Text field - 60 characters) 
 

 

COV_SG2 
 
1. If COV_Q12 has more than one response 
2. Else 
 

 

COV_SG2 
 
1. If COV_Q12 has more than one response 
2. Else 
 

 

COV_Q13 
 
What was the @Umain@U use of the stimulus 
payment? 
 

 
 

 

<pick-list based on multiple responses to 
COV_Q12> 

COV_Q13 
 
What was the @Umain@U use of the 
stimulus payment? 
 

<pick-list based on multiple responses to 
COV_Q12> 

 
 
 
 

 

 COV_Q14 
 
That’s all the questions about COVID-19 
today, thank you. 
 
If you need any more information about 
COVID-19, please access 
www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-
coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert or call 
the Coronavirus Health Information Line on 
1800 020 080. 
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