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This article presents an analysis of the characteristics and international trading activities

of Australian exporters in 2005–06. The information is compiled as a by-product of

producing regular monthly and quarterly statistics on Australia's merchandise trade and

international trade in services.

Estimates relating to exporters of merchandise goods are compiled from data sourced

from the Australian Customs Service (Customs) and from the Australian Taxation Office

(ATO) Australian Business Register. The methodology used to derive numbers of goods

exporters has recently changed and estimates for 2005–06 cannot be compared to

previous years. More details about this revised methodology are contained in the feature

article New Methodology for Deriving Counts of Australian Exporters, released on the

ABS website on 7 April 2006.

Estimates relating to exporters of services are derived from the ABS Survey of

International Trade in Services (SITS). The coverage of SITS was improved during

2005–06 with the identified population of businesses exporting and/or importing services

increasing from 3,299 to 4,615. Of these, 2,513 were identified as active exporters in

2005–06. For more information please refer to Changes to International Trade in

Services Statistics, August 2006 released with the August 2006 issue of International

Trade in Goods and Services (cat. no. 5368.0). This improved coverage has increased

the value of services exports and the number of services exporters. The increased value

has been applied proportionally to back series to maintain consistency across the time

series but the number of service exporters could not be revised. Therefore, counts of

services exporters for 2005–06 are not comparable to previous years. The value of

services exports are compiled from SITS and a variety of administrative sources.

The first table in this article presents an overview covering exporters of both goods and

services. Tables 2 to 9 present more detailed information on goods exporters and table

10 presents additional information on services exporters.

The Explanatory Notes attached to this article provide important information relating to

the methodology used and the limitations in the resulting data. In particular it is

important to note that a business that considers itself part of an export market may not

necessarily be included as an exporter in this article. For example, many agricultural

products are exported by wholesalers rather than the producers of the good. If the

wholesaler owns the goods at the time of export, the wholesaler is included as the

exporter.
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. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
na not available
(a) Value of exports of travel, insurance, financial and government services exports.  Numbers of

exporters cannot be estimated for these service types as the Survey of International Trade in
Services is not used to measure these exports.

(b) This total excludes duplication of 1,168  businesses which exported both goods and services in
2005-06.

. .194 339. .42 194Total exporters(b)

TO T A L EX P O R T E R S

10041 9491002 513Total services exporters

6025 272nanaOther services exporters(a)
1322661 649Less than $1m

197 74233838$1m and less than $100m
218 613126$100m or more

SE R V I C E S EX P O R T E R S BY VA L U E OF EA C H BU S I N E S S ' E X P O R T S

100152 39010040 849Total goods exporters

—572911 847Less than $10,000
—5743815 552$10,000 and less than $100,000
23 125239 331$100,000 and less than $1m

2131 734103 903$1m and less than $100m
77116 9001216$100m or more

GO O D S EX P O R T E R S BY VA L U E OF EA C H BU S I N E S S ' E X P O R T S

%$m%no.

Contribution

to total

value

Value

of

exports

Contribution

to total

numberExporters

TABLE 1: EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS, 2005-  06

As shown in table 1, there were 42,194  Australian exporters in 2005–06. Of these, 40,849

were exporters of merchandise goods, and 2,513 were exporters of services.

Of the businesses engaged in exporting services an estimated 1,168 (46%) businesses

were also exporters of merchandise goods.

There were 216 goods exporters with aggregate exports of $100m or more in 2005–06.

Although these businesses were less than 1% of the total goods exporter population they

contributed 77% by value to total goods exports. In contrast, 27,399 (67%) of goods

exporters contributed less than 1% by value to total goods exports.

38% of goods exporters were businesses exporting goods valued between $10,000 and

$100,000, with businesses exporting goods valued below $10,000 equalling 29% of goods

exporters.

Businesses exporting services with aggregate exports of $100m or more represented 1%

of total services exporters and contributed 21% by value to total services exports in

2005–06. Businesses exporting services with aggregate exports below $1m represented

66% of total services exporters.

OV E R V I E W
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

152 390132 12010 7874 3124 409762Total goods exporters

57———651Less than $10,000
57422073296182$10,000 and less than $100,000

3 125679958624647217$100,000 and less than $1m
31 73425 6132 8951 5261 388312$1m and less than $100m

116 900105 8266 9152 0892 071—$100m or more

VA L U E OF EX P O R T S ($ M )

40 8494 1593 4883 59911 31018 293Total goods exporters

11 847—62792210 892Less than $10,000
15 552332931 1697 6146 443$10,000 and less than $100,000

9 3311 2032 5042 1472 592885$100,000 and less than $1m
3 9032 75765524617273$1m and less than $100m

216166301010—$100m or more

NU M B E R OF EX P O R T E R S (N O . )

Total51 or more21 to 5011 to 203 to 101 to 2

NUMBER OF EXPORT TRANSATIONS

Va l ue of each

bus i ne s s ' e x po r t s

TABLE 2: GOODS EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY NUMBER OF EXPORT TRANSACT IONS,     
                                                            2005-  06

As shown in table 2, 18,293 (45%) of total goods exporters lodged 1 or 2 export

transactions during 2005–06. The majority of these exporters (10,892) were businesses

with aggregate exports of less than $10,000. Businesses which exported on fewer than 11

occasions in 2005–06 were 72% of total goods exporters.

4,159 (10%) of goods exporters had more than 50 export transactions in 2005–06. In

value terms, 166 of these exporters contributed $105,826m (69%) to the total value of

goods exports in 2005–06.

EX P O R T AC T I V I T Y
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Table 4 compares the industry of the exporting business with the industry of origin of

the commodity exported.

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes goods exporters in the accommodation, cafes and restaurants; education; and government administration

and defence industries; as well as those newly established businesses yet to confirm their main industry of activity
with the Australian Taxation Office.

100.0152 390100.040 849Total goods exporters

0.91 3277.63 100All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

99.1151 06392.437 749All goods exporters with an ABN

0.71 0402.4981Other(a)
0.45701.2497Personal and other services
0.11101.5630Cultural and recreational services
—660.8341Health and community services

3.35 0399.53 886Property and business services
1.62 4022.0827Finance and insurance
0.1770.7286Communication services
1.21 7642.91 173Transport and storage
1.42 20110.34 205Retail trade

19.229 32629.011 834Wholesale trade
0.23282.61 042Construction
0.11590.284Electricity, gas and water supply

30.446 26425.410 358Manufacturing
39.359 8481.2483Mining

1.21 8692.71 123Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

%$m%no.

Contribution to

total valueValue of exports

Contribution to

total numberExporters

Indus t r y o f expo r t e r

TABLE 3:  GOODS EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY INDUSTRY, 2005-  06

For goods, the exporting business as defined in this analysis is the owner of the good at

the time of export and not necessarily the producer of the exported commodity.

In terms of their contribution to the total value of goods exports, the most significant

exporting industries were mining (39%), manufacturing (30%) and wholesale trade

(19%), as shown in table 3. These three industries accounted for $135,438m (89%) of the

value of goods exports in 2005–06.

The industries with the highest number of goods exporters in 2005–06 were wholesale

trade 11,834 (29%) and manufacturing 10,358 (25%).

The average value of exports per business in 2005–06 was $3.7m. The mining industry

had the highest average value of aggregate exports ($123.9m per exporter), followed by

manufacturing ($4.5m per exporter), finance and insurance ($2.9m per exporter) and

wholesale trade ($2.5m per exporter). The lowest average value of aggregate exports per

exporter occurred in the health and community services and cultural and recreational

services industries, with approximately $0.2m per business.

I N D U S T R Y
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0All goods exporters

0.94.71.20.20.6All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

28.338.428.617.186.3Other
30.455.752.82.42.6Manufacturing
39.31.216.380.3—Mining

1.2—1.0—10.5Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

CO N T R I B U T I O N TO TO T A L VA L U E (P E R C E N T A G E )

152 3903 15781 08258 03210 120All goods exporters

1 3271491 00012158All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

43 0821 21223 2199 9148 735Other
46 2641 75942 8281 412266Manufacturing
59 8483613 22946 585—Mining

1 869180611 061Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

VA L U E OF EX P O R T S ($ M )

Total

goods

exportsOtherManufacturingMining

Agriculture

forestry

and fishingIndus t r y o f expo r t e r

TABLE 4:  GOODS EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY COMMODITY INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN,       
                                                            2005-  06

Mining commodities (80%) had the highest correlation between the industry that

generally produced them i.e. the mining industry, and the industry which exported the

final product. In contrast, only 10% of Australia's agriculture, forestry and fishing

commodity exports were exported by the agriculture, forestry and fishing industry. Other

industries exported 86% of agriculture, forestry and fishing commodities.

Exports of manufactured goods were $81.1b in 2005–06, of which $42.8b (53%) were

exported by the manufacturing industry, $23.2b (29%) by other industries and $13.2b

(16%) by the mining industry.

I N D U S T R Y  continued
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Two different size measures are used for goods exporters in this article. They are the

value of each business' exports (see table 1), and the size of the exporting businesses

(see table 5 and 9). Traditionally the ABS has used employment to determine the size of

a business in its economic collections because this has been the only sizing variable

generally available. However, many significant exporters do not have large employment.

For the purposes of this analysis, the size of the business has been determined in terms

of three variables - its employment and estimated annual turnover (both derived from

the ATO Australian Business Register) and the value of exports (reported to Customs).

The sizing classification criteria applied to goods exporters with an ABN are:

! small businesses - having fewer than 20 payees and estimated annual Goods and

Services Taxation (GST) turnover range less than $1m and exports of less than $1m

during the reference period

! large businesses - having 200 or more payees or estimated annual GST turnover

range of $20m or more or exports of $20m or more during the reference period

! medium businesses - all businesses other than those defined as small or large.

As employment and annual business turnover details are not available for those

businesses exporting goods without an ABN, business size is determined by the level of

their aggregate exports in 2005–06.

There were 4,136 large goods exporting businesses in 2005–06 representing 10% of all

goods exporting businesses but $140.0b of goods exports (or 92% of the value of total

goods exports). The industries with the largest number of large goods exporters were

manufacturing (1,315) and wholesale trade (1,014). In terms of exports value, mining

($59.4b), manufacturing ($42.0b) and wholesale trade ($25.1b) were the most significant

contributors to the large business category.

There were 16,815 medium goods exporting businesses in 2005–06 representing 41% of

all goods exporting businesses and $11.0b (7%) of the value of total goods exports. The

industries with the largest number of medium goods exporting businesses were

manufacturing (5,203) and wholesale trade (5,631).

There were 19,898 small goods exporters in 2005–06 representing 49% of total goods

exporters. They contributed $1.3b (1%) to the value of total goods exports in 2005–06.

S I Z E OF BU S I N E S S
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Includes goods exporters engaged in electricity, gas and water supply; communication services; accommodation, cafes and restaurants;

health and community services; cultural and recreational services; personal and other services; education; and government
administration and defence industries as well as those newly established businesses yet to confirm their main industry of activitiy with
the Australian Taxation Office.

100.00.97.291.9100.048.741.210.1Total goods exporters

100.07.310.282.4100.098.70.90.3All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

100.00.87.292.0100.044.644.510.9All goods exporters with an ABN

100.03.515.281.3100.047.534.617.8Other(a)
100.02.811.485.8100.055.636.48.0Property and business services
100.01.08.890.2100.035.746.417.9Finance and insurance
100.03.024.172.9100.040.844.514.7Transport and storage
100.05.124.070.9100.054.737.38.0Retail trade
100.01.513.085.5100.043.847.68.6Wholesale trade
100.08.849.441.8100.046.845.08.2Construction
100.00.68.590.8100.037.150.212.7Manufacturing
100.0—0.799.2100.034.231.334.6Mining
100.03.026.670.4100.051.941.66.5Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Goods exporters with an ABN
TotalSmallMediumLargeTotalSmallMediumLarge

CONTRIBUTION TO TOTAL
VALUE (PERCENTAGE)

CONTRIBUTION TO TOTAL
NUMBER (PERCENTAGE)

TABLE 5B: GOODS EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY BUSINESS SIZE, 2005-  06

152 3901 34611 036140 00840 84919 89816 8154 136Total goods exporters

1 327971361 0943 1003 0612910All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

151 0631 24910 900138 91437 74916 83716 7864 126All goods exporters with an ABN

2 022713081 6432 8181 339976503Other (a)
5 0391435744 3223 8862 1611 413312Property and business services
2 402252112 166827295384148Finance and insurance
1 764534251 2861 173478522173Transport and storage
2 2011135281 5604 2052 2991 570336Retail trade

29 3264423 81325 07111 8345 1895 6311 014Wholesale trade
328291621371 04248846985Construction

46 2642983 94542 02110 3583 8405 2031 315Manufacturing
59 8481843759 393483165151167Mining

1 869574971 3151 12358346773Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

TotalSmallMediumLargeTotalSmallMediumLarge

VALUE OF EXPORTERS ($M)NUMBER OF EXPORTERS

TABLE 5A: GOODS EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY BUSINESS SIZE, 2005-  06
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Two different concepts are used to measure the state distribution of goods exporters in

this article.

The first measure is a count of the number of businesses which export goods that were

produced in a given state based on information supplied to Customs with export

documentation. The second measure is a count of the number of businesses engaged in

exporting activities within a given state based on state of business location data as

supplied to the ATO when the business initially registered for GST or subsequently

underwent a change in business structure.

Businesses may export commodities produced within their state of location, or another

state. As there are some businesses which source exports from more than one state of

origin, and may have operations in more than one state of location, the state figures in

table 6 sum to more than the Australian goods exporter totals.

An exporter is defined as having locations within the state of origin of the exported

commodity if

! the postcode of the exporter is in the same state as the state of origin of the export,

or

! the exporter has multi-state locations, one of which matches the state of origin of

the export.

Data on the state of origin of commodities classified by state of location of the business

is presented in table 6. Data on main state of location and industry of the exporter is

presented in table 8, for all goods exporters, and in table 9, for small goods exporters.

In 2005–06 36,356 goods exporters had at least one business location in the same state as

the state of origin of the commodities they exported. 26,041 goods exporters exported

commodities that originated from states in which they were not located.

ST A T E ES T I M A T E S
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As shown in table 7, 31% of Australia's total goods exports in 2005–06 came from Western

Australia, followed by Queensland (23%), New South Wales (18%) and Victoria (12%).    

Western Australia ($26.9b) and Queensland ($20.5b) have combined mining exports of

$47.3b, representing 79% of total mining industry exports in 2005-06. New South Wales

($11.9b) and Victoria ($9.9b) with combined manufacturing exports of $21.9b, contribute

47% to the total value of  manufacturing goods exports.

. . not applicable
np not available for publication but included in totals where

applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) The sum of exporter numbers in this table exceeds total goods

exporters because an exporter may export goods which originate
from more than one state.

(b) State details for these exporters cannot be released for
confidentiality reasons.

40 849. .. .Total goods exporters

npnpnpOther goods exporters(b)
npnpnpAustralian Capital Territory

443217226Northern Territory
775383392Tasmania

4 8581 1523 706Werstern Australia
3 3081 0962 212South Australia
8 8552 4226 433Queensland

12 8992 9159 984Victoria
15 6463 28712 359New South Wales

Total

Locations

not in

state of

origin

Locations in

state of

origin

NUMBER OF GOODS EXPORTERS

Sta te of or i g i n of the

expo r t ed commod i t y

TABLE 6: GOODS EXPORTERS, STATE EST IMATES, 2005-  06 (a)ST A T E ES T I M A T E S  continued
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Table 8 shows the state distribution of goods exporting businesses by industry of

exporter and the exporter's main state of business location (please see Explanatory Notes

paragraph 9). State of location details are not available for the 3,100 (8%) goods

exporters without an ABN.

Of the total goods exporting businesses with an ABN, 37% had their main state of

business operations in New South Wales, 28% in Victoria, 17% in Queensland, 10% in

Western Australia, 6% in South Australia and 1% in Tasmania.

ST A T E ES T I M A T E S  continued

. . not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Total goods exports includes  ACT, re-exports and the value of exports for which state details are confidential.
(b) Includes goods exporters engaged in electricity, gas and water supply; communication services; accommodation, cafes and

restaurants; health and community services; cultural and recreational services; personal and other services; education; and
government administration and defence industries as well as those newly established businesses yet to confirm their main industry
of activity with the Australian Taxation Office.

100.01.81.931.45.923.212.417.6Total goods exporters

100.00.20.655.91.216.23.74.7All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

100.07.41.09.319.39.213.012.4Other(b)
100.0. .0.332.419.27.96.226.3Property and business services
100.00.50.546.52.15.724.416.7Finance and insurance
100.00.30.919.97.412.619.115.4Transport and storage
100.00.10.12.31.640.39.928.4Retail trade
100.00.40.823.85.622.619.520.1Wholesale trade
100.00.90.314.93.022.017.820.1Construction
100.0—2.520.58.912.121.525.8Manufacturing
100.03.92.244.92.434.22.19.3Mining
100.01.34.318.011.730.311.022.1Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Goods exporters with an ABN

ST A T E CO N T R I B U T I O N (P E R C E N T A G E )

152 3902 6752 89347 8059 01935 38118 92726 851Total goods exporters

1 32728742162144962All industries
Goods exporters without an ABN

2 02214921188391186263250Other(b)
5 0391161 6349703973111 326Property and business services
2 40212121 11651136587402Finance and insurance
1 764615351131222337271Transport and storage
2 201225036887219624Retail trade

29 3261312286 9941 6496 6145 7255 904Wholesale trade
328314910725866Construction

46 26441 1679 4714 1015 6189 92411 943Manufacturing
59 8482 3401 34226 8731 44420 4671 2485 590Mining

1 8692581337219567206413Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

VA L U E OF EX P O R T S ($ M )

Total goods

exports(a)NTTas.WASAQldVic.NSWIndus t r y o f expo r t e r

TABLE 7: GOODS EXPORTERS, VALUE OF EXPORTS BY INDUSTRY OF EXPORTER AND STATE OF
ORIGIN OF THE EXPORTED COMMODITY , 2005-  2006
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Table 9 shows the state distribution of small goods exporting businesses by industry of

exporter and the exporter's main state of business location. 16,837 (85%) of all small

goods exporting businesses in 2005–06 had an ABN. Again, state of location details are

not available for the 3,061 (15%) small goods exporting businesses without an ABN.

Of the small goods exporting businesses with an ABN, 36% had their main state of

business operations in New South Wales, 26% in Victoria, 19% in Queensland, 10% in

Western Australia, 6% in South Australia and 1% in Tasmania.

The industries with the highest number of small goods exporters were wholesale trade

(5,189), manufacturing (3,840), retail trade (2,299) and property and business services

(2,161). The contribution of each industry varied significantly between states with

wholesale trade comprising 27% of all small goods exporting businesses in Western

Australia and 14% in Tasmania; agriculture, forestry and fishing making up 14% of all

small goods exporting businesses in Tasmania and 2% in New South Wales; and property

and business services making up 18% of all small goods exporting businesses in

Tasmania and 11% in South Australia.

ST A T E ES T I M A T E S  continued

. . not applicable
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Total includes ACT, NT and State not specified.
(b) Includes goods exporters engaged in electricity, gas and water supply; communication services; accommodation, cafes

and restaurants; health and community services; cultural and recreational services; personal and other services;
education; and government administration and defence industries as well as those newly established businesses yet to
confirrm their main industry of activity with the Australian Taxation Office.

(c) State of business location cannot be determined for exporters without an ABN.

40 849. .. .. .. .. .. .Total goods exporters

3 100. .. .. .. .. .. .All industries(c)
Goods exporters without an ABN

37 7493513 6702 2096 25010 66213 931All goods exporters with an ABN

2 818282551464496581 081Other(b)
3 886384101946071 0531 508Property and business services

827np7646107227363Finance and insurance
1 1731210745198288500Transport and storage
4 205334301868201 1011 533Retail trade

11 834499405081 8363 5184 863Wholesale trade
1 0421414939232243350Construction

10 3581179068221 7143 2753 414Manufacturing
483np187301125097Mining

1 12353210193175249222Agriculture, forestry and fishing
Goods exporters with an ABN

no.no.no.no.no.no.no.

TOTAL(a)Tas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Indus t r y o f expo r t e r

TABLE 8: GOODS EXPORTERS BY INDUSTRY OF EXPORTER BY MAIN STATE OF LOCAT ION, 2005-  06
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As shown in table 1, there were 2,513 services exporters in 2005–06. 26 services

exporters with exports of $100m or more contributed 21% by value to total services

exports in 2005–06.1,649 businesses exporting services with aggregate exports below

$1m represented 66% of total services exporters.

As shown in table 10 the service types with the highest number of exporters in 2005–06

were other business services (1,719), royalties and licence fees (991), computer and

information services (854) and personal, cultural and recreational services (698).

Numbers of exporters cannot be estimated for travel, insurance, financial and

government services as the Survey of International Trade in Services is not used to derive

these exports.

The value of exports of travel services of $22.7b accounted for 54% of the total value of

services exports in 2005–06. Other significant contributors were transportation services

$8.3b (20%) and other business services $4.8b (12%).

Transportation services had the highest value of exports per business, averaging $98.7m

per services exporter in 2005–06.

SE R V I C E S EX P O R T E R S

. . not applicable
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Total includes ACT, NT and State not specified.
(b) Includes goods exporters engaged in electricity, gas and water supply; communication services; accommodation, cafes and

restaurants; health and community services; cultural and recreational services; personal and other services; education; and
government administration and defence industries as well as those newly established businesses yet to confirrm their main
industry of activity with the Australian Taxation Office.

(c) State of business location cannot be determined for exporters without an ABN.

19 898. .. .. .. .. .. .Total small goods exporters

3 061. .. .. .. .. .. .All industries(c)
Small goods exporters without an ABN

16 8371591 6581 0873 1574 4736 082All small goods exporters with an ABN

1 3391113479247342540Other(b)
2 16128215125389572805Property and business services

295np29144790112Finance and insurance
478np412092117191Transport and storage

2 29923224114464599818Retail trade
5 189234412499191 4192 076Wholesale trade

48866414115117168Construction
3 840403533457451 0781 223Manufacturing

165np6020341337Mining
5832297107105126112Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Small goods exporters with an ABN
no.no.no.no.no.no.no.

TOTAL(a)Tas.WASAQldVic.NSW

Indus t r y o f expo r t e r

TABLE 9: SMALL GOODS EXPORTERS BY INDUSTRY OF EXPORTER BY MAIN STATE OF LOCAT ION,     
                                                            2005-  06
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na not available
(a) Businesses may export more than one type of service.
(b) Includes value of exports of travel, insurance, financial and government services. Numbers of exporters cannot be estimated for

these service types as the Survey of International Trade in Services is not used to measure these exports.

na100.041 9492 513Total services exporters(b)

na2.1874naGovernment services n.i.e.
11.6659698Personal, cultural and recreational services
311.54 8281 719Other business services
11.8765991Royalties and licence fees
12.81 168854Computer and information services

na2.41 002naFinancial services
na1.7704naInsurance services

10.3135259Construction services
22.0829480Communication services

na54.122 692naTravel services
9919.88 29384Transportation services

$m%$mno.

2005-062005-062005-062005-06

AVERAGE
SERVICE
EXPORTS PER
BUSINESS

CONTRIBUTION
TO TOTAL
VALUE

VALUE OF
EXPORTSEXPORTERS(a)

Type of Se r v i c e

TABLE 10: SERVICES EXPORTERS AND VALUE OF EXPORTS BY TYPE OF SERVICE, 2005-  06
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4    An exporter is defined as the owner of the exported good or the provider of the

exported service. Using balance of payments principles, if an export takes place, it must

involve a resident selling something to a non-resident i.e. it involves a change of

ownership from an Australian resident to a non-resident. International trade in services

statistics are compiled on balance of payments principles and only cover transactions

between Australian residents and non-residents.

5    Information on exporters of goods is compiled from merchandise trade statistics and

are usually, but not always, consistent with balance of payments principles. In a small

number of cases a non-resident may own the goods at the time of departure. As there

would have been a transaction between an Australian resident and a non-resident prior

to the goods physically leaving Australia, it is assumed, for the purpose of these statistics,

that all owners of goods at the time of their export are Australian residents and are

therefore included in the counts of exporters.

6    There are a number of situations that impact on the interpretation of the count and

characteristics of exporters including:

! Exports of goods excludes export consignments with a value of less than $2,000.

Prior to July 2002 exports of goods excluded individual transaction lines (within an

export consignment) with a value of less than $500.

! Australian businesses that sell goods or services to other Australian businesses which

undertake the exporting function are excluded, for example:

! many agricultural products are exported from Australia by wholesalers (such as

commodity marketing boards) rather than by the producer

! a principal consultant may export a consultancy service which comprises the

work of a number of Australian sub-consultants

! a business may export a product which is assembled from components made by

a number of Australian businesses.

! Some analysts include the individual businesses providing commodities,

components, other goods or services for export in their definition of 'exporters' or at

least consider them to be involved in export-related activity. However, unless the

businesses actually own the goods or provide the service at the time of export, they

are not included in the ABS count of exporters.

WH A T IS AN EX P O R T E R ?

1    This article provides an analysis of the characteristics and international trading

activities of Australian exporters in 2005–06. Although the ABS has released a series of

articles on the number and characteristics of Australian exporters covering the 2001–02,

2002–03 and 2003–04 reference periods care should be exercised when comparing these

previous estimates with 2005–06 data. The reasons for this break in series are outlined in

paragraphs 2 and 3.

2    Estimates relating to exporters of merchandise goods are compiled from data

sourced from the Australian Customs Service (Customs) and from the Australian

Taxation Office (ATO) Australian Business Register.  The methodology used to derive

numbers of goods exporters has recently changed and estimates for 2005–06 cannot be

compared to previous years. More details about this revised methodology are contained

in the feature article New Methodology for Deriving Counts of Australian Exporters,

issued on 7 April 2006.

3    Estimates relating to exporters of services are derived from the ABS Survey of

International Trade in Services (SITS). The coverage of SITS was improved during

2005–06 with the identified population of businesses exporting and/or importing services

increasing from 3,299 to 4,615. Of these, 2,513 were identified as active exporters in

2005–06. For more information about these changes please refer to Changes to

International Trade in Services Statistics, August 2006 released with the August 2006

issue of International Trade in Goods and Services (cat. no. 5368.0).

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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8    To help readers interpret data on the number and characteristics of exporters, the

Australian Business Number (ABN) is used to obtain selected information on businesses

from the Australian Taxation Office Australian Business Register (ABR).

9    The information obtained from the ABR includes:

! industry of the business based on the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industry

Classification (ANZSIC)

! main state of business location, based on main business address or state with the

highest employment

! states in which the business is located

! number of payees and Goods and Services Tax (GST) turnover range. These

indicators are used in determining the size of the business.

10    The following issues should be considered when interpreting information from the

ABR about exporters:

! information may have been valid when a business initially registered to the ABR but

may not have been subsequently updated following changes, like establishing a new

location in another state;

! a business may have more than one ABN and the ABN quoted on export

documentation may be the ABN of a part of the business not actually producing the

exports. As a result, characteristics obtained from the ABR (eg. the main state or the

industry of the business) could relate to a corporate head office;

! a business located in a particular state may export goods produced in different

states.

11    The characteristics listed above can not be obtained for exporting businesses

without an ABN.

12    The ABS is developing a business longitudinal database that will provide a better

basis for analysing information about the characteristics of businesses. It is anticipated

that for the small and medium sized businesses, the business longitudinal database will

provide the opportunity to compare the characteristics of exporting and non-exporting

CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S

IN F O R M A T I O N OB T A I N E D

FR O M TH E AB R

! Service exporters include businesses which provide services from their Australian

base to consumers offshore, i.e. supply modes 1 and 4 in the classification used by

the World Trade Organisation. However, smaller and/or occasional exporters are

unlikely to come to ABS notice and are therefore not included in the estimates. The

number of excluded businesses may be significant, but the value of their exports is

not thought to be appreciable in the totality of service exports. The ABS continues

to try to identify these businesses and incorporate them into its estimates.

! Service exporters exclude businesses that only supply goods or services to foreign

tourists or students in Australia (supply mode 2), such as hotels, restaurants, retail,

tourist facilities, transport, theatres, educational institutions, etc. In concept these

businesses should be included in counts of exporters. However, estimates of these

services are compiled from information obtained from the consumers of these

services rather than from the businesses providing the services.

! Goods and services exporters exclude Australian-owned businesses located overseas

supplying goods or services in or from the country in which they are located (supply

mode 3 and usually called foreign affiliates trade), because their trade does not

directly contribute to Australia's exports of goods and services.

7    Apart from the exclusions mentioned above, businesses which export goods or

services in a particular year are counted as exporters regardless of the value or frequency

of their exports. Table 1 and table 2 in this article present the number of exporters by a

range of export values, and table 2 presents exporter counts by the frequency of export

transactions in 2005–06. This information could be analysed when considering issues

such as the identification of businesses with an export focus.

WH A T IS AN EX P O R T E R ?

continued
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15    The following information can be obtained or derived from export documentation

for all goods exporters including those without an ABN:

! value of exports

! state of origin of the commodity

! industry of origin of the commodity.

16    The state of origin of the commodity recorded on export documentation can be

used to identify the state from which the exported goods were sourced. State of origin is

the state in which the final stage of production or manufacture occurs. Determining a

single state of origin is difficult when there may be several stages in the manufacturing

process, each of which may take place in a different state. For example, fruit may be

grown in one state, canned in another, and exported from another.

17    The industry of origin of the commodity is derived by linking each statistical code in

the Australian Harmonised Export Commodity Classification (AHECC) to an ANZSIC

industry based on the primary activities of the industries with which they are most

commonly associated. These are the industries most likely to have produced the

exported goods. Industry of origin of the commodity is a different concept from the

industry of businesses recorded on the ABR. While each AHECC statistical code is

allocated to one primary industry of origin, commodities can be produced and/or

exported by businesses classified to a number of industries.

CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S OB T A I N E D

FR O M EX P O R T

DO C U M E N T A T I O N

13    Exporter counts are presented by business size. The ABS discussed the size

classification to be used for counts of businesses in the information paper, A Statistical

View of Counts of Businesses in Australia, 2005  (cat. no. 8161.0). The size classification

recommended in that information paper only used number of payees. Despite this,

additional criteria have been added for the purpose of the exporter data to cover

businesses with large value domestic and/or export sales but relatively few employees.

This non-standard definition has been retained to maintain consistency with previous

articles and because it caters for exporters that do not have an ABN or have more

complex structures, e.g. the ABN reported on the export documentation may not be

same as the ABN used for employment purposes.

14    The criteria are:

! small businesses - having fewer than 20 payees and estimated annual GST turnover

range less than $1m and exports of less than $1m during the reference period

! large businesses - having 200 or more payees or estimated annual GST turnover

range of $20m or more or exports of $20m or more during the reference period

! medium businesses - all businesses other than those defined as small or large.

BU S I N E S S S I Z E

businesses engaged in similar activities. Further information on the business longitudinal

database can be obtained from Ashley Barlett by emailing ashley bartlett @abs.gov.au or

by phoning (02) 6252 5402.

CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S

IN F O R M A T I O N OB T A I N E D

FR O M TH E AB R  continued
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Survey of International Trade in ServicesSITS

millionm

goods and services taxGST

billion (one thousand million)b

Australian Taxation OfficeATO

Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial ClassificationANZSIC

Australian Harmonised Export Commodity ClassificationAHECC

Australian Customs ServiceACS

Australian Business RegisterABR

Australian Business NumberABNAB B R E V I A T I O N S
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All ABS statistics can be downloaded free of charge from
the ABS web site.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our web site, or purchase a hard copy
publication. Information tailored to your needs can also be
requested as a 'user pays' service. Specialists are on hand
to help you with analytical or methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

A range of ABS publications are available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia wide.  Contact your nearest
library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you
require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

LIBRARY

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS web site is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.
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