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This publication contains estimates of public funding of arts and cultural activities in

1999–2000 for the three levels of government in Australia. The estimates have been

compiled from data obtained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics from annual reports

and budget papers, from information provided by selected Commonwealth authorities,

including the Australia Council, and from State and Territory Governments and Local

Government authorities.
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In 1999–2000, over half (55% or $789.5m) of the cultural funding provided by the

Commonwealth Government was for Broadcasting and film. This was primarily for Radio

and television broadcasting which received 50% ($713.8m). Cultural facilities and

services received a third ($478.7m) of the Commonwealth funding with Museums

($151.7m), Libraries and archives ($81.4m) and Cultural heritage ($74.9m) being the

main recipients. The remaining Commonwealth funds ($161.4m or 11%) were allocated

to Culture n.e.c. which included National parks and wildlife services ($60.2m).

The largest single recipient of cultural funding by State and Territory Governments was

National parks and wildlife services which received $684.8m (40%) of the funding

allocated. Other categories receiving large shares of funding included Libraries and

archives ($306.3m or 18%), Museums ($207.0m or 12%) and Cultural venues (such as

performing arts venues and arts centres) ($108.3m or 6%).

More than half of the Local Government cultural funding was for Libraries and archives

($447.1m or 55%) while Public halls and civic centres received $158.2m (19%).

FU N D I N G BY CA T E G O R Y

In 1999–2000, total funding by governments for culture was $209 per person. This

consisted of Commonwealth funding of $75, State and Territory funding of $91 and Local

Government funding of $43 per person.

Compared with the previous year, total per person funding for culture increased by

approximately $9 in both 1998–99 and 1999–2000.

FU N D I N G P E R PE R S O N

Total government cultural funding increased by $227.5m (6%) between 1998–99 and

1999–2000. This was mainly a result of increases in funding from the Commonwealth

Government (12%) and from Local Governments (9%). At the State and Territory level,

overall funding was similar to 1998–99.

This increase in Commonwealth funding for cultural activities contrasts with the

previous two years when there was negligible growth or a decrease. A major portion of

the increase was due to an injection of funds from the $1 billion Federation Fund which

was established to finance major infrastructure projects associated with the Centenary of

Federation.

Similarly, increases in Local Government funding reversed patterns established over the

two previous years.  The 9% increase in 1999–2000 more than compensated for the 2%

and 3% decreases observed in 1997–98 and 1998–99, respectively.

While there was only a minor increase in funding at the State and Territory Government

level in 1999–2000, this followed increases in the two previous years of 10% and 15%

respectively.

CH A N G E S OV E R T I M E

Total government funding for cultural activities was $3,977.7m in 1999–2000. Of this, the

Commonwealth Government provided 36% ($1,429.6m), State and Territory

Governments provided 44% ($1,733.5m) and Local Governments contributed 20%

($814.6m).

CU L T U R A L F U N D I N G
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Most cultural funding was for recurrent activity ($3,353.5m) although $624.2m was

allocated for capital works. Capital funding from the Commonwealth was boosted in

1999–2000 by contributions from the Federation Fund.

RE C U R R E N T / C A P I T A L

FU N D I N G

Compared with the other categories, National parks and wildlife services attracted a

considerably  higher level of cultural funding from each of the State and Territory

Governments with two exceptions, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. In

those two areas, Libraries and archives was the single largest recipient of funding ahead

of National parks and wildlife services.

ST A T E AN D T E R R I T O R Y

GO V E R N M E N T F U N D I N G

4 AB S • CU L T U R A L FU N D I N G • 41 8 3 . 0 • 19 9 9 – 2 0 0 0

S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S  continued



r revised
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

8.520.5814.6–3.120.0750.9–2.021.9775.2Local
0.343.61 733.515.046.1r1 727.89.842.51 502.9State and Territory

12.435.91 429.60.933.9r1 271.5–3.335.6r1 260.4Commonwealth

Level of government

5.027.81 103.911.428.0r1 051.82.526.7r943.8Culture n.e.c.
2.321.0835.0—21.8r816.2–10.423.1816.0Broadcasting and film
8.351.32 038.75.850.2r1 882.212.350.3r1 778.8Cultural facilities and services

Major group

6.1100.03 977.76.0100.0r3 750.22.2100.0r3 538.5Total
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CULTURAL FUNDING, By Majo r Group and Leve l of Government —1997–98 to 1999–20001
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r revised
(a) Although the Australian Capital Territory does not have Local Government, their

population has been included in calculations of per person funding (see
Explanatory Notes).

208.81199.06r190.10Total

57.95r55.83r50.70Culture n.e.c.
43.83r43.3243.84Broadcasting and film

107.03r99.91r95.56Cultural facilities and services
Total

42.7639.8641.64Total

10.3910.5210.95Culture n.e.c.
0.180.170.20Broadcasting and film

32.1929.1630.48Cultural facilities and services
Local(a)

91.00r91.7180.74Total

39.0937.2831.72Culture n.e.c.
2.212.832.16Broadcasting and film

49.70r51.6046.85Cultural facilities and services
State and Territory

75.05r67.4967.71Total

8.47r8.038.03Culture n.e.c.
41.44r40.3341.47Broadcasting and film
25.13r19.1418.22Cultural facilities and services

Commonwealth

$$$

Le v e l o f go v e r n m e n t and

ma j o r g r o u p

1999–20001998–991997–98

CULTURAL FUNDING PER PERSON— 1997–98 to 1999–20002
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Categories based on the Cultural Ministers Council's National Culture-Leisure Industry

Statistical Framework (see Expanatory notes).

3 977.7814.61 733.51 429.6Total

1 103.9198.0744.5161.4Total

50.310.115.624.6Other culture n.e.c.
752.17.1684.860.2National parks and wildlife services
158.3158.20.1—Public halls and civic centres

58.69.913.035.7Community cultural activities
84.712.731.041.0Administration of culture

Culture n.e.c.

835.03.342.2789.5Total

1.70.10.70.9Multimedia
118.42.740.974.8Film and video
714.90.60.5713.8Radio and television broadcasting

Broadcasting and film

2 038.7613.3946.8478.7Total

143.519.649.074.9Cultural heritage
110.25.367.237.7Other performing arts

67.81.813.552.6Music (excluding opera)
183.765.6108.39.8Cultural venues

29.84.910.614.3Visual arts, crafts and photography
156.030.985.239.9Art galleries
368.910.2207.0151.7Museums

18.23.44.210.5Literature and publishing
834.8447.1306.381.4Libraries and archives
126.024.695.65.8Zoological and botanic gardens

Cultural facilities and services

$m$m$m$mCa t e g o r y

TotalLocal

State

and

TerritoryCommonwealth

CULTURAL FUNDING, By Leve l of Government and Catego r y (a) —1999–20003
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
(a) Categories based on the Cultural Ministers Council's National Culture-Leisure Statistical

Framework (see Explanatory notes).
(b) Care should be taken when comparing categories between States and Territories (see

Explanatory notes).

1 733.532.776.644.0178.0203.8217.1382.1599.2Total

744.511.439.011.582.876.2111.3135.9276.3Total

15.6————0.512.52.50.1Other culture n.e.c.
684.89.938.610.567.372.193.3125.8267.3National parks and wildlife services

0.1————0.1———Public halls and civic centres
13.00.60.40.14.50.50.43.53.1Community cultural activities
31.00.9—0.811.02.95.24.25.9Administration of culture

Culture n.e.c.

42.20.1—0.16.04.79.313.78.2Total

0.7—————0.10.40.2Multimedia
40.9——0.16.04.29.213.38.1Film and video

0.5———0.10.4———Radio and television broadcasting
Broadcasting and film

946.821.237.632.489.1122.996.5232.5314.7Total

49.01.23.72.24.85.60.111.919.5Cultural heritage
67.21.00.91.19.012.111.211.120.8Other performing arts
13.51.30.31.23.71.00.82.62.5Music (excluding opera)

108.32.84.50.17.415.919.131.227.2Cultural venues
10.60.90.30.43.01.61.12.41.0Visual arts, crafts and photography
85.21.52.80.17.05.510.624.233.4Art galleries

207.01.43.15.516.422.712.856.988.3Museums
4.20.20.10.20.90.40.80.31.3Literature and publishing

306.311.019.817.827.535.739.980.574.1Libraries and archives
95.6—2.23.89.522.3—11.446.5Zoological and botanic gardens

Cultural facilities and services

$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$m$mCa t e g o r y

TotalACTNTTas.WASAQldVic.NSW

CULTURAL FUNDING, By State and Ter r i to r y Government and Catego r y (a) (b ) —1999–20004
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814.6196.5618.1Local
1 733.5268.41 465.1State and Territory
1 429.6159.21 270.4Commonwealth

Level of government

1 103.9139.1964.8Culture n.e.c.
835.044.6790.4Broadcasting and film

2 038.7440.51 598.3Cultural facilities and services

Major group

3 977.7624.23 353.5Total

$m$m$m

Ma j o r g r o u p and l e v e l o f

go v e r n m e n t

TotalCapitalRecurrent

CULTURAL FUNDING, Recu r ren t and Capi ta l Fund ing —1999–20005
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10 State and Territory Government information was obtained from a range of
sources. Arts authorities supplied details of their current and capital expenditure.

For other State and Territory public sector authorities, relevant data were

extracted from budget papers. Details of funding provided were also obtained

State and Terri tory

Governments

7 Prior to 1999–2000, Commonwealth funding data were obtained from the
Department of Finance's (DOF) Budget Management System. Total allocations

to agencies and authorities for culture and recreation were used and these

provided a reliable cash measure of funding by the Commonwealth Government.

8 From the commencement of the 1999–2000 financial year the
Commonwealth Government expected all Commonwealth agencies and

authorities to use accrual accounting as the basis for the budgeting and

management of financial transactions. In addition, associated with the changed

accounting, codes were no longer recorded on any information in the DOF

Budget Management System that would allow the extraction of information

relevant to 'culture and recreation'. Consequently, for 1999–2000 estimates of

funding by Commonwealth agencies and authorities were sourced from annual

reports and supplementary information was obtained from selected agencies and

authorities.

9 Despite these changes in the Commonwealth's accounting practices the

overall effect on estimates of cultural funding is considered to be minor.

Commonweal th Government

SOU R C E S AN D ME T H O D S

6 Government cultural funding in this publication is classified into three

major groups. These are Cultural facilities and services, Broadcasting and film,

and Culture not elsewhere classified (n.e.c.). The first two groups correspond

with subgroups of the Government Purpose Classification (GPC) used by the ABS

in compiling Government Financial Estimates, while Culture n.e.c. presents only

the culture component of the two other subgroups in the GPC grouping,

Recreation and Culture. The three groups used in this publication are then

further subdivided in accordance with categories specified in the National

Culture/Leisure Industry Statistical Framework (The Statistical Advisory Group

of the Cultural Ministers Council, fourth edition, 1989).

CL A S S I F I C A T I O N

1 This publication contains estimates of public funding for arts and cultural
activities for the three levels of government in Australia in 1999–2000 and the

preceding two years.

2 Statistics for the Commonwealth Government and State and Territory

Governments relate mainly to funding from Commonwealth and State and

Territory budgets. For some 'off-budget' agencies they exclude any expenditure

financed from sources other than the annual appropriation from the budget.

3 Agencies classified by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) as public
trading enterprises (e.g. most performing arts venues) are not included except to

the extent of any subsidies (or capital funding) paid to them from the budget.

4 Specific purpose grants received from other levels of government have

been netted out of the expenditure for the receiving government.

5 Funding associated with sport, fitness, recreation and education (in
particular, major educational institutions and tertiary colleges specialising in

culture) is excluded from the overall analysis. Also excluded is funding for special

libraries (e.g. parliamentary libraries), libraries in higher education institutions

and schools, and cultural activities which are an integral part of larger entities

(such as police and military bands).

COV E R A G E

10 AB S • CU L T U R A L FU N D I N G • 41 8 3 . 0 • 19 9 9 – 2 0 0 0

E X P L A N A T O R Y N O T E S



16 More details of cultural funding in Australia are published by the Cultural
Ministers Council Statistics Working Group.

17 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of
Publications and Products (Cat. no. 1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays

and Fridays, a Release Advice (Cat. no. 1105.0) which lists publications to be

released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are available

from any ABS office

FUR T H E R IN F O R M A T I O N

15 The new methodology used to collect Commonwealth data identified a

small number of reporting variations in data for previous years. Improved sources

of State and Territory information also identified some changes which needed to

be made to previous years. This led to the revision of some values (as indicated

by the 'r' within tables 1 and 2).

REV I S I O N S IN 19 9 9 – 2 0 0 0

14 Care should be taken when comparing values between States and
Territories for some categories of funding as the funding provided by State and

Territory Governments may vary according to the administrative arrangements

existing in the respective States and Territories. For example, Zoological and

botanic gardens in Queensland, unlike other States, are funded by Local

Government and not the State Government. Further, the costs associated with

the administration of culture (a category within Culture n.e.c.) may vary

significantly amongst agencies.

STA T E COM P A R I S O N S

12 The population values used in calculating per person funding are the ABS
estimates of the resident population at the mid-point of the collection year.

These values were taken from Australian Demographic Statistics

(Cat. no. 3101.0). The resident population estimates for December 1997,

December 1998 and December 1999 were 18,615,168, 18,839,064 and

19,048,856, respectively.

13 The Australian Capital Territory does not have Local Government. To
maintain consistency between levels of government, the same resident

population estimates are used for all estimates of per person funding (regardless

of the level of government under consideration). This approach has been

adopted to allow the aggregate of Commonwealth, State and Territory, and Local

Government per person funding to add to total per person funding.

CAL C U L A T I O N OF PE R

PER S O N FUN D I N G

11 Estimates of Local Government funding on arts and cultural activities were
based on the Local Government Finance Statistics collection undertaken by the

ABS.

Local Governments

from other State and Territory government organisations such as health

promotion foundations, major events organisations, Tourism NSW and the WA

Lotteries Commission.

State and Terri tory

Governments  continued
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F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .

INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to

start for access to summary data from our latest

publications, information about the ABS, advice about

upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a

statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and

tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest

library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics

you require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,

call 1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of

Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,

Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price

Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be provided

within five minutes are free of charge. Our information

consultants can also help you to access the full range of

ABS information—ABS user-pays services can be tailored to

your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be

purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with

analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 1041

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and

prompt deliveries of ABS publications and products as they

are released. Email delivery of monthly and quarterly

publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX 03 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001

© Commonwealth of Australia 2001

Produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
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