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353. The followma are the results for Melbourne in each of the Meteorology

in Mel-
eleven years ended with 1877 :— bourne, 1867
| to 1877,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AT MFLBOURNE.—RETURN FOR
e ' ELEVEN YEARs.

(Observa.tory 91°3 feet above the Sea-level. )

Tempelature in the Shade.

. ‘Mean

Mea.n Days Amount Amount
Year. Atmospheric| on which of Relative . of
Max. ' Min., Mean. Pressure. | Rain fell. | Rainfall. | Humidity.| Cloud
o F R - T . © " {. inches. No. . inches. [ -0-=1. 0-10.
1867 108 | 30 58 | 2992 133 25°79 | 72 57
1868 110 | 27 .| " 57 -29-98 120 | 1827 | -70: | 57
1869 108 | 27 - 57 | 2994 129 | 2459 | 71 60
1870|109 | 80 | 57 | 2993 | 129 33'76_“" ‘74 | 58
187y 106 | 82 | 58 | 2993 125 | 8017 | . 74 | 59
1872 108 | 321 58 2992 136 3252 74 64
1873 102 |. 30 | 58 2994 134 25'61 ‘72 | 60
1874 103 | ‘29 57 - | 2993 134 | 2810 | ‘72 61
1875 - 110 31 57 -1~ 2989 | 158 | 8287 |72 | 62
1876 111 | 29 | 57 2993 134 | 2404 70 58
1@77 1“’101 HREE S 1 2099 | 124 | 2410 | 70 58

354 It Wlll be observed that the mean. temperature in Melbom ne 1S Tempera-
relna,rkably even from year ‘to year The diminishedtainfall, and con- Careand

sequent drought, which occurred in 1877 and the preweus year, will be
at’ or;tce recogmsed f : , A

355 An extended account of the meteorology and climate of Meteorology
thorla will be found in, the thorzan Yem -Boo/z 1874, paraoraphs ?iiiléleﬁi
54~t095 e e - o

PART V.~~ACCUMULATION.

~ 856. The coins in cn'culatmn in V1ctor1a, are in all respects the same coins ana
as those used in the United Kingdom. The accounts 4re kept in O
sterhng money (£ S. d) . -

357.. A bra,ncl‘h of the Royal Mint was established in-. Melbourne in Royal Mint.
1872. . From the time of its opening- to the end of 1877 2 159,167
ounces, of gold Were received thereat, valaed at £8,590,159. -

358 -The followmg table shows the quantity, -and value of the gold Gold

d at
received at the Mint in each year. It will be-observed that the gold Mmoo

ieceived in 1877 was 164,889 ounces less than that recewed in 1876,
-#nd- 111;422 -ounces less than that received in 1875,
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GoLD RECEIVED AT THE MELBOURNE Mixt, 1872 TO 1876.
Year. } Quantity. Value,
0Z. £
1872 190,738 764,917
1873 221,870 887,127
1874 335,318 1,349,102
1875 489,732 1,947,713
1876 543,199 2,149,481
1877 378,310 1,491,819
Total ... 2,159,167 8,590,159

359. Gold is issued from the Mint as coin or as bullion. The for-
mer, with the exception of 165,000 half-sovereigns in 1873, and 80,000
in 1877, has consisted entirely of sovereigns. The following is a state-
ment of the gold issued in each year, whether in the shape of coin or

bullion :—
GoOLD ISSUED AT MELBOURNE MINT 1872 To 1877.

Coin. Bullion. Valuqéo;? IC oin ‘
Year. and
Sovereigns. Half-sovereigns. Quantity. Value, Bullion,
number. number. 0z. £ £
1872 748,000 1,205 3,610 751,610 ..
1873 752,000 165,000 3,106 11,035 845,535
1874 1,373,000 2,912 10,417 1,383,417
1875 1,888,000 3,553 18,857 1,901,857
1876 2,124,000 3,625 14,145 2,138,145 '
1877 1,487,000 80,000 3,326 13,004 1 540'00’4}
Total 8,372,000 245,000 17,727 66,068 8,560, 568

360. Less than three-fourths of the gold received at the Mint was
raised in Victoria. Upwards of a fifth came from New Zealand. The
remainder was contributed by the other Australasian colonies and by
Natal. The following were the quantities from these countrles re-
spectively prior to and during 1877 :—

VICTORIAN AND OTHER (OLD RECEIVED AT MELBOURNE MINT,
1872 1o 1877. :

Country in which Gold

Quantity of Gold received.

was raised. Prior to 1877. During 1877. Total.
0z, 0Z.

Victoria . 1,312,732 290,920 1 603 652_, :
New South Wales . 1,414 857 1,771
Queensland ... . 13'—31 60 1,39 '
South Australia 34,102 10,989 45, 091 s
Tasmania 22,435 6,684 29,119
New Zealand ... 403,638 67,718 - 471, 356 s
Natal ... 735 181 916
Unknown 4,470 1,401 5871

- Total 1,780,857 378,310 2,159,167
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- 861. The following table shows the Mint revenue and expenditure Mint
in each of the four financial years ended with 1876-7, also the excess

ofi'the latter over the former.

from both sides of the account.

‘'The net results alone are given, the
amount of subsidy returned to the Treasury each year being omitted
It will be observed that during the
period to which the table relates the Mint has been worked at a loss
to the country of £13,700:—

-Mint REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1873-4 To 1876-7.

Year. Mint Receipts. Mint Expenditure. Excess of Expenditure
_ - o , __over Receipts.,
£ Tz £

1873-4 7 4,799 4,972 173 -
1874-5 7504 15,701 8,197
- 1875~6 7,659 9,305 1,646
1876~7 | 7512 11,229 3.717
Total ... 27,474 41,207 13,733

receipts and -
expenditure

362. The quantity of gold received at the Sydney Branch of the syaney mint:
Royal Mint during 1876 was 431,905 ounces, valued at £1,605,558,
more than half of which came from Queensland. The total value of
coin and bullion issued amounted. to £1,651,293, consisting of 1,613,000

“sovereigns, 60,000 half-sovereigns, and 2,180 ounces of bullion valued
at '£8,293. < The ‘total revenue fér the year amounted to £10,496. It
will be noticed that the coin and bulhon issued was less in value by
nearly half a million sterling than the coin and bulllon issued from the
Melbourne Mint in the same year.

363 There were 13 banks of issue in Vlctm ia durmg 1877, possess- xumber of
ing therein 324 branches or agencies. In the first year of each of the ™™
two previous qumquenmal periods there were 10 banks of ‘issue in the

colony

the two previous quinquenniads.

sixty days’ sight, and those upon the neighboring colonies at sight :—
Rares or ExcHANGE, 1867, 18772’, AND 1877.

Plafcés,on which

_+ Bills were drawn.

Average Rates of Exchange.

1867.

1872,

1877,

‘London- ..i- .,
British India. .
Net' Soutl’ Wales
Queeinisland, =/

South Australia ..
- Tasmania ... ..e»
New Zealand -«

5

1 to } per cent. premiuni \

-1
X

i

.» | partol per cenf. prem.
per cent, premium,.

2s. 14, per rupee

pér céntipremium
to 1 per cent. premmm

to 1 per cent. premium |
to 1 per cent. pgqm;um ﬂ

.| % to 1% per cent. prem. |
2s. 1d. per rupee ae |

- 95.3d. to}per cent. prem.‘
.:{"% to 1 per cent. premium:

2s. to 4 per cent. prem.

1 to § per cent. premium |
95 8d. to 2 per cent. prem,

par to h} per cent. prem.
5 per cent. premium 28,

' perrupee

85. 9d. to & per cent. prem,

1. 9s+3d. to 1 per eent, prem.
* 1 2s.6d.t0% per.cent, prem.

110} per cent. premium
3s to % per ceni; premium

364 bubpmed are the avemae rates of exchange for bank bills rates o

. drawn on the following places in 1877, and in the first year of each o
Those upon London are drawn at

£ exchange.
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365. The average rates of discount on local bills were as follow

« reount. during the same three years. It will be observed that the rates
were higher at the first period than at either of the subsequent
periods, and that they were much higher at the last than at the middle
_period :—

Rates oF Discount oN Locar BirLs, 1867, 1872, anp 1877.
Average Rates of Discount per Annum.
Currency of Rills. -
1867. 1872. 1877.
* per cent. per cent. l per cent.,
Inder 65 days ... 71t08 5to 5% 6 to 7
65to0 95 ,, ... 7108 5to6 7t08
95 to 125 ,, 8 to 10 6to7 8to9
Over 125 ,, 9 to 10 7t08 8tol0

S Lishilities 366. The position of the banks as regards liabilities, assets, capital,

assets, lfszé-, and profits, according to the sworn returns for the last quarter of the

.same three years, was as follows :—
Positron or Banks, 1867, 1872, anp 1877.

LIABILITIES.
_ 1867. 1872. 1877,
£ £ £

.. Notes in circulation ... 1,182,701 1,327,374 1,350,114

~_Bills in circulation ... 127,501 90,523 70,254
- Balances due to other banks 120,125 219,223 259,228
. Deposits not bearing interest 2,860,280 5,305,693 4,980,155
Deposits bearing interest 6,599,684 6,992,234 11,523, 373 ‘

Total 10,890,291 13,935,047 18,183,119

ASSETS. o

r . 1 £ £ £ .

“Coined gold, silver, and other metals 1,974,288 2,708,390 2,109,793

Gold and silver in bullion and bars 615,217 662,632 328,864

-+LLanded property 554,105 635,809 796,605

Notes and bills of other banks .. 139,734 164,699 143,425
7Balances due from other banks 259,911 354,079 386,491
.Debts due to the banks* 12,234,636 13,600,293 22,493,261 .
Total 15,777,891 18,125,902 26,258,439

CaPITAL ANXD PROFITS.
£ £ £
-LCapital stock paid up . 8,136,325 8,276,250 8,756,894

Average per annum of rates of last
dividend declared by banks
{Average rate of interest per annum

paid to shareholders
Amount of last dividend declared-
Amount of reserved profits after
declaring d1v1dend '

10 per cent.-

12°192 per cent.

496,000
2,123,674

955 per cent,

421,800 -
2,171,705

10°193 per cent.

10}; per cent
11°689 -perqe;;t.

511,810,
2,739,862

* Including notes, bills of exchange, and all other stock

except notes, bills, and balances due from one bank to another.

and funded debts of every description,
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. 367. The following table shows the proportion of each item of the Percentage
liabilities to the total liabilities, and of each item of the assets to the sabiiies.

total assets of the banks at the same periods :— and assets.

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF BANKS.—PERCENTAGE OF ITEMS.

LiABILITIES. |
—_— . 1867. .. 1872. 18717.

L . : per cent. per cent. per cent.

Notes in circulation ... 10-86 .. 953 7°42
Bills in circulation ... 117 65 "+39
Balances due to other banks ... 1'10 ‘157 143
Deposits not bearing interest ... 26°27 38:07 2739
Deposits bearing interest 60'60 50-18 6337
Total vee 100:00 100-00 10000

ASSETS.

- Coined gold, silver, and other inetals 12-51 1494 | . " 804
Geold and silver in bullion or bars 3:90 366 125
Landed property 351 351 303

- Notes and bills of other banks ... *89 ‘91 55
Balances due from other banks... 165 195 1:47

* Debts due to the banks 7754 ) 7508 - 8566

N, Total 10000 10000 | 100°00

: : 368. The félléwing results are arrived at by analysing the bank Analysis of
returns at the three periods :— : bank re-

{16.41 per cent. of the assets in 1867

Coin and bullion formed 1860 ” s 1872
| 9-29 ” o, 1877

69°02 per cent. of the assets in 1867

The liabilities amounted to ... < 7688, » y 1872
‘ \ { 6925 ” ” 1877
51-57 per cent. of the assets in 1867

. 4566 ” ” 1872
. ) ' 3335 | ” 1877
The paid-up capital was equal 80 < ;1. 1o cent, of the liabilities in 1867
5939 ” ” 1872

4816 ” ” 1877

_ 69'76 per cent. bore interest in 1867

Of the moneys deposited . {5686 ”» " 1872
ys P {69'82 » » 1877

369. It will be observed that coin and bullion bore a much smaller Forr?%.
- proportion to the total assets, and that the paid-up capital bore a much Pory s and

smaller proportion both to the assets and the liabilities; in 1877 t_ha,n‘ 'at‘ pared.
~either of the former periods. o S o o

| - 870. The Government moneys in the hands of the 'va,rio!js ba,nks Govermment
“ standing to the credit of the public account, and ‘the proportion they funds with
* bore to the whole amounts on deposit, were as follow at the;en.d of each

~of the last four years :— ., S o o
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GOVERNMENT FUNDS IN THE HANDS OF THE BANKS, 1874 T0 1877

' Government Moneys.
On the 31st December. Total Amount held by the Percentage of all Moneys on
_ e e , Banks. ' Deposit. ,
1874 1,348,048 10-84
1875 677,445 493
1876 11,956,619 1318
. 1877' e l 148,176 - 696
Banks in 371 The total hablhtles and total assets of the banks during the
Austral- last' ‘quarter of 1876 in all the: ‘Australasian colonies except Western
colonies. Austraha which does not appear to publish banking returns, WllI be
* found in the following table :—
Banks 1N AustrALASIAN Coronies, 1876.
i o Total Liabilities.
A 24 Notes ©  Bills Balances v
Name of Colony. gﬁg BRI iln ] due toother | Deposits. | Total.‘
z % | Circulation. | Circulation. | . Banks. . ‘ v NEDUY
: £ | £ | £ -
Victoria 12| 1,385,478 |- 54,472 | 287,179 |14,850,148 | 16,527,277
New South Wales | 10 | 1,113,323 | - 37,123 ' | 247,357 | 14,859,505 | 16,257,308
Queensland 6 345,437 14,598 42,520 | 3,091,681 3,494,236
‘South Australia...| 6| 442541 | 10,653 57,064 | 3,316.096| 3826354
- Tasmania - -Jw 5 117,558 {- - 2,696 -1 . 2,682 | 1,463,008 | 1,585,844
New Zealand ...| 6 874,517 60,833 | 47 578‘ 6,238,471 7221%§99
“Total " .| 45 | 4,228,854 | 180,375 | 684,280 |43,818,909 | 48,912,418
v | Total Asséts. ' ’
L ‘| Balances .Other
; Coin S due from, |Securities|_ ... .
Name of Colony" ) and - I:anﬁe_d | 'and Notes chieﬂ;r Debts due to Total.
Bullion. PWP?TPY - | and Bills of,| Govern- Banks.
i . ¢ 7 .|other Banks.] ment.
| ) £ £ £ | £ £ £
Vietoria . . 8,519,377 790,129 476,-15'6 b | 19,188,461 1 23,918,123
gew Solut}TiWales 2,727,103 | 359,276::3,539,158 13,627,551 | 20,253,088
ueensland ‘.. | 754,271| 111,304 |  96.833| ... 3,400,046 | 4,362,454
g‘outh Australia,. 733, 168 | 151,611 | 134731 25,000 | 4,724,443 5768’953
aspnania .| 256499 39 2451 28881 ... 1,357,198 | 1,681,823
New Zealand ... 1614 918 | 210,185 |, ~96,701 614,208 | 9,240,059 | 11,776,071
~ Total e |9, 605 ,336. 1,661 750 4,366, 460 639 ,208 | 51 481 758 67 760 512
Proporticn 372, Coin and bullion bore a higher proportmn to the ‘total assetsdof
of t
f;%‘;‘f; ° the Queensland bankd; Hnd a lower one to thosé of the South Awstia-
stral-
as‘i‘m’ganks lian banks, than to those of any of the othér colonies. THhé Victdiian

- banks had a higher proportion of .coin and bullion than' those of New
Ziealand, New South ‘Wales, or South Australia.

the figures, the colonies being placed in order, those having the highest
proportion of coin or bulllon bemg placed first and those having the

lowcst last ;:—

The : followingare
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PROPORTION/ OF CoIN AND BuULLION TO ASSETS OF BANKS IN
AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES, 1876. '

, Per cent. Per cent.
1. Queensland... e 1729 '} . 4. New Zealand e 1871
2. Tasmania ... . 1525 1 5 New South Wales ..;" 1347
3. Victoria see ees 1471 ¢ - 6. South Australia ... 1271

873. The liabilities bore a smaller proportlon to the assets in the Proportion
NeW Zealand banks, and a larger one jn those of lasmanla, than in l:)(i) :saslgtl;tniﬁs 3
the banks of any of the other colonies. The liabilities of the banks é‘::xtxrs;;xks
in Vietoria were smaller in proportion to their assets than those in’
Queensland New South Wales, or Tasmanla.\ In the follownng state-
ment the colony of which the l1ab1l1t1es were smallest in propo1 t1on
to the assets is placed first, and that m Wh1eh the 11ab1l1t1es were
proportionately the highest is placed lasti—

PROPORTION OF LIABILITIES TO. ASSETS OF BANKS IN AUSTRALASIAN

COLONIEs, 187 6

" Per cent. ‘ : - Per cent

1. New Zeal_and .. 6l'82 L 4 Queensland e 8010

2. South Austra.‘lia " ees 6633 5, New South Wales ... 8027
~:8.-Victoria - ... wee 69710777 | 6 Tasmama... . eeel 9429

“874. The' rates. of interest allowed on moneys deposited with the Intereston

deposits
Victorian banks were not returnied for 1867 and 1872. The. rates on weil:ﬁsbz:nks.

deposits left for a period of twelve months ranged from 5.to 6 per
cent, in 1877, 1876, and 1875, and from 4 to 6 per cent. in 1874.

375 Two kinds of Savmgs Banks exist 1n V1etor1a, the o1d1nary Savings
Savings - Banks, which were first ‘established 1n 1842 ana the Post Bm,lksf ‘;' B
Office Savings Banks, which were established in 1865 The followmg
figures show the number of mstltutlons, the number of deposxtors having
aceounts at the last dates of balancing in 1877, and the total and average -
amount of depositors’ balances at such dates*:—- .. ... S

SAVINGS BaNKs,. 187 T, | Lo

e S Deposxtors -Balances.
o o XN gml_)el | Number
- ipti Institution. ¢ of Savings« | s Hepositors.] . T} ", |
] foo £ | £ s d
Post Office Savings Banks ... 166 144,361 | 652,089 14 14 : 0
Ordinary Savings Banks ... | 11 | 28884 | 923216 | 3119.3
| Tofal R T -73245_ 1,575,305 | 21’10.1§

gs Banks has been increas- Depositors
876. The number of deposltors in Savings e

ing from year to year. With the exeeptlon of' 1874, thexe was a larger Banks.
amount remaining on deposu; in 187 7 than in any former year. The
followmg are the ﬁgures durmg the last six years :—

‘_—* The financial year of the Post Office Savings Banks termmates on the 3lst December, that of the
ordinary Savings Banks on the 30th June. ,
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. Number of Depositors. Amount remaining on Deposit. -
1872 eeoes [ XN 52,749 (XX £1,405,738

1873 58,547 1,498,618

1874 ces . 64,014 1,617,301

1875 . 65,837 1,469,849

1876 69,027 1,507,235

1877 73 245 1,575,305

Rate of 877. The highest rate of interest Savings Banks are permitted to-

interest in
Savings  give on moneys left on dep051t is 4 per cent. This rate was allowed

Banks.

) in all the years.
Price of '378. According to Westgarth’s Circular, the following are the Lon-» |
debentures

‘inLonden. don prices at the beginning, middle, and end of 1877, and at the end of ‘
the first quarter of 1878, of debentures payable in London :—
PrICE OF VICTORIAN DEBENTURES IN LONDoON, 1877-8.

Interest. Price per £100 Bond.
- Amount of
Rate outstanding 1877. 1878.
per. ‘When Payable. Debentures.
annum. January. , June. December. | March.
£ £ £ £ : £
6 | April and October .. | 7,000,000 | 1113-1123 | 11941103 | 108-109 | 111-lI2
5 | JanuaryandJuly .. | 2,107,000 | 109-110 | 10831093 | 11041113 | 109-120
8 b » .. | 850,000 116 119121 | 117-119 | 11517
4 , ” .. | 4,500,000 | 96397} 983-99 | 973987 | 97497
Prico of 879. The following, according to the Awstralasian Insurance and
ebentures __ . ‘ ] . . . :
and Banking Record, were the prices in Melbourne of Vieforian deben-

Melbourne. tures payable thereat, and of Victorian stock, at the dates named :—
Price oF VICTORIAN DEBENTURES AND STOCK IN MELBOURNE,

1877-8.
Interest. ‘ A i
Amonnt ‘ Closing Price.
Rate of out- 1877. 1878.
per | When Payable. | Standing
annum_. * |January.| March. | June. | Sept. January.| March. | June:
) £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
6 | Apriland October | 236,600 |1083-105(1033-104%1033-104| 105 . 1043 703
6 ’ sy as 580,620 | 105-106] 105-106 |1043-105( 106 |106-106%/106-1063 106
6 . 9 ee 130,000 . .e . .o . .o
6 s s ve 276,100 5o .e .. .. 108 108~
5 January and July | 812,900 .s . 103 100 | 99-101%|100-101%| 101
4 April and October | 1,003,602%| 96-100| 97-100 | 99-99% 982 98 96 94.

B/Ii%;tsg’aggfl, - 380. The following table contains a statement of the number and
releases. - amount of mortgages on land and live stock, and of preferable liens on |
wool, effected during 1877, also the number and amount of releases

registered in the same year. The number of releases of live stock and

* Government stock. The others are debentures. -
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wool appears small as compared with the number of mortgages and
liens ; but it happens, in regard to this description of property, that,
although the mortgage may be paid off, the mortgagor seldom takes
the trouble to protect himself by a registered release :—

MoRrRTGAGES AND LiENS AND RELEASES, 1877.

Mortgages and Liens. Releases.
Security. :
Number. Amount. Number. Amount.
‘ Land oes .es 5,489 3,977,745 3,304 3,082,590
- Live stock ... 711 485,524 ' 94 393,724
Wool -310 242,869 1 2,500
Total ... 6,510 4,706,138 3,399 3,478,814

- 381. The live stock mortgaged in 1877 consisted of 676,930 sheep, rive stoo -
43,925 head of cattle, 2,405 horses; and 841 pigs. The fleeces on Zawool,
which preferable liens were granted numbered 1,179,097.

882. The following figures show the number of registered mortgages Mortgages
and liens of all descriptions, and the amounts advanced in respect thereof, faien%. .
- during each of the last eleven years. It will be observed that the greatest
number of transactions took place in 1877, but the amount advanced
was larger in 1873, 1874, and 1876 than in that year :— |

| MoRrTGAGES AND LiENs, 1867 T0o 1877.

Number of Number of
Transactions. Amount. Transactions. Amount.

1868 ... 3,509 ... 3,485,315 1874 ... 5929 .. 6,019,904
1869 ... 4,036 ... 4,701,485 1875 ... 6,035 .. 4,542,569
1870 ... 4,410 ... 4,203,743 1876 ... 6417 .. 5,081,387
1871 ... 4,849 ... 4278197 1877 .. 6510 .. 4,706,138
1872 ... 5,151 ... 4,076,229

- 883. During the seventeen years ended with 1877, the sums ad- piierence -
_vanced on mortgage of landed property have amounted in the aggregate morgages
to £47,863,164, and the sums paid off have amounted in all to 36itoisrr
£24,025,670. The balance is £23,837,494, or about half the amount
originally advanced. Part of this balance represents the amount of
m'ortgages still outstanding, and part the amount in default of pay-

ment of which properties have passed from the mortgagor either by
foreclosure or sale.

384. The bills of sale filed and satisfied in the last four years were Bius of sale.. .

as follow. It will be observed that those filed in 1877 and the amount

included therein were much less than in former years, which is chiefly

owing to the law relating to bills of sale having been made much more

stringent under Act 40 Vict. No. 557, which came into force during
the year. -

1867 ... 3,380 ... £3,754,672 | 1878 ... 5,155 ... £5248365
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Brris or SALE, 1874 To 1877.
o Bills of Sale Filed. Bills of Sale Satisfied.
Year, « :
Number. ] Amount. ~Number, . Amount.
£ £
1874 o e 3,207 797,870 251 98,492
1875 3,182 788,339 189 85,477
1876 . 3,330 747,717 194 56,318
1877% - ... 1,063 | 288,015 131 79,746
385. The contracts for sale filed 'in 1877 numbered 605, securing

an amount of £47,720. The contracts for letting filed numbered 668

the rents named therein varying from 2s. 6d. to £5 per week.

T

386. Sixty-one building societies sent in returns of their operations

during 1877, as against 58 in the previous year.
the principal items furnished for the two years.

that the returns of some of the societies were not perfect
BuiLpineG SocieTIES, 1876 AND 1877.

The following are
It should be observed

— 1876. 1877

Number of societies .. e . o B8 | 61
Number of members . . 21,750 . 21,824
Amount advanced during the year e . £870,208 | £815,860 -
Income during the year cee . eee £1,011,397 | £1;,.182,718.3,~,,,
Working expenses during the year £28,571 £31,193
Assets at date of balancmg . £2,750,660 £2,878,167
Liabilities .ss £2,352,282 £2,492,890
Moneys on deposit ‘at date of balancmg £611,598 |- £748 253 ,

L
AL

387. The business done ‘by building sOCietie"s was, according to the
figures, not so great in 1877 as in 1876, the amount of advances having
been less in the year under review by £54,343 than it was in the

former year.

The dggregate income of building - soci;eties,'howevefr,'

increased by upwards of £170,000 during :the peuod mtervenm;g
between the dates of the returns of the two years. TR

388. The rates of interest allowed by building societies on moneys:

left with them for 'a period of twelve months ranged in both years®

from 5% to 8 per cent.

rates were from 6 to 7 per cent.
389. The following is a statement of the tota.l amount of moneys on

These are the - extreme ﬁgures

the avera;ge o

‘deposit at or about the end of 1876 and 1877 with banks of issue,

savings banks, and’ building societies. Other institutions, such as’

deposit banks, and some of the insurance compames also recelve
deposits, but of ‘these no returns are furmshed —

* An explanation of the small amount of business done in 1877 is given in the last paragraph.. o
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MoNEYS ON DEPOSIT AT END OF YEARs 1876 axp 1877.

C— 1876. 1871,
ST £ £
Amount deposited with banks . e | 714,850,148 16,503,528
n ” savings banks 1,507,235 1,575,305
’ ’ building societies 611,598 748,253
Total = ... e | 16,968,981 18,827,086

390, It will be observed that the moneys on deposit at the end of Incresse in
1877 exceeded those at the end of 1876 by nearly two millions sterling.

P
A -

. PART VIL—INTERCHANGE.

391. The weights and measures used in Victoria are in every respect weights ana
similar to those in use in the United Kingdom. ' |

892. The returns of imports and exports during 1877, as given in the Imports ana
following ‘pages, are arranged -according to a system of classification
recommended by the Statistical Conference of representatives of the
Australasian colonies held in Tasmania in 1875,* the principle kept in
view being that articles of a like character should be kept ‘together. .
The present is the third year in which this mode of classification has

been used in Vietoria.

ticians in Europe and elsewhere, but, I regret to say, has not yet been

adopted by the other colonies represented at the Conference.

deposits.

measures.

exports,
1877.

It has met with the approval of eminent statis-

893. The table of imports and exports is preceded by an alphabetical maex of

index, by the assistance

readily found.

" ' 'Entries.
Acid—acetic, other ... 14
Aerated waters . ... 23
Agricultural — imple-

ments, machinery ... 9

Order. |

imports and

of which the position of any article may be exports.
35 INDEX OF. ARTICLES IMPORTED AND EXPORTED. - .

* - ®* This index refers to the tables of imports and exports which immediately follow it. N
er.( Entries. Order. | Entries.  Order.

" Antimony-—crude, ore, - | Barley = ... .22

‘regulus ... ‘e 32.| Basket and wicker K

Apparel ... .. 19" ware e e 25

Arms and ammunition 8 | Bass e ee 25

Arrowroot ... ... 22 | Bath bricks... . 29

Arsenic ~ «. 14| Beans e 22

Artificial flowers . 19 | Beef—salted o 21

Asphalte . ... 14 | Beer . e 23

Axle—arms, boxes ... 10 | Beeswax .24

Axles wee . 10 | Birds . 33

Bacon ... ... 21 | Biscuits ... . 22

Bagging ... ... 20 | Bitters .. .. 23

‘Bags, sacks... .. 20 | Black 0il ... e 26

'»s paper... . 25 ,, sand ... e 32

... 25 | Blankets .... . 15

Air-bricks ... .12
Ale and porter = ... 23
Alkali vt see 14
Almond oil ... e 26
Almonds ... e 22
Alum .14
Anchors ... = ... 11
Angora wool e 24
Animal food . 21
,,  substances ... 24 |
Animals and birds ... 33

Bark

* See report of Conference, with i

Paper No. 11, Session 1875), page 6, paragraph 165

Victorian Year-Book, 1875, paragraphs 96 to 99 and footnotes.

ntrbductoi'y letter by the Government Statist of Victoria'('Par.liamentary
page 9, resolution 6; and page 12, Appendix Aj; also



