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Main features

Growers have forecast their intention to sow more wheat in 1994-95. The preliminary figurcs indicate that the arca
planied may increase by as much as 18 per cent from the 1.2 million hectares reported in 1993-94 to 1.4 million in

1994-95,

After a record barley crop of 2.3 million (onnes in 1993-94, the State's farmers have reporied that they intend to plant
less in the 1994-95 season. Prelimuinary indications show that the arca sown to barlcy next scason will be around
935,000 hectarcs. down 15 per cent on the 1.1 million hectares reported in 1993-94.

Field pea production in 1993-94 was a record 219,000 tonncs and farmers have reported that they intend to increase
plantings by a further 40 per cent from the 142,000 hectares reported in 1993-94 1o over 200.000 hectares in the next

SCas0n.

South Australia's sheep flock continues lo decline. Sheep numbcers fell by a further 4 per cent in the year to March
1994 from 15.7 million to 15.0 million.

Following the recent trend. the Stalc's dairy herd increased by 3 per cent to 147.000 head at 31 March 1994,

Beef cattle numbers increased by 5 per cent in the twelve months to March 1994 from 962.000 to just over 1 million
head.

Seasonal Report

For most of the 1993-94 scason. rainfall has been generally below average in all crop growing areas.

Rainfall was poor in the critical pertod prior to planting. En March and April 1993 the rainfall was well below average
with only light rains falling in May. Better, but still less than average rainfalls werc tecorded tn Junc and July 1993.

Most crops were planted later than normal.

Other factors influencing the 1994 harvest included:

* the use of weather damaged sced from the previous year:,
* low seedbed moisture content;

= the need (o decp sow 10 avoid the mouse plague:

» isolated flooding and

» downy mildew on some fruit crops.



TABLE 1. AREA INTENDED TO BE SOWN FOR ALL PURPOSES (a}, PRINCIPAL CROPS

Per cent
change Standard
J994. 9% over arror
j991.92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 p 199394 o}

G0 heclares

Barley 998 .4 1026.0 1.154.5 935.5 -19.0 09
Oats 2268 208.1 200.1 203.2 1.5 2.6
Wheat 1.258.1 1.4059 1.333.1 1.430.4 7.3 9
l'icld peas 14%.1 1473 1432 201.0 40.4 2.2
Lupins 56.9 60.8 16 1649 255 34

{a) Represents area intendcd to be sown as teporled at 31 March in the seasons shown. The arca intended to be sown during the season 1994-95 is
presenied as a possible basis for forecasting the total arca to be sown for that season. But. becausc of the possibility of later changes in intention caused by
unfuoreseen circumstances such as adverse climatic or cconomic conditions, this estimate may not necessanly be the area actually sown during the current

SEASOTL.
TABLE 2. AREA, PRODUCTION AND YIELD OF PRINCIPAL CROPS FOR GRAIN
Per cent
change Standard
1993-94 over erros
1946-91 1991-92 1992-93 1995-94p [992-93 ket
Area ¢ "0 hectares)
Rarley 9950 9992 1.0233 1.09R.0 7.3 0.8
Qals 134.6 1293 1229 101.3 -17.6 33
Wheat 14478 1.296.8 1.419.5 1.2093 -14.8 L.
Field peas 101.6 1443 143.7 141.6 - L5 1.9
[Lupins 384 478 576 707 22.7 34
’ Productton { ‘000 tonnes)
Rarley 1.505.7 1.881.5 1,855.3 2,2599 21.8 (18]
Qats 147.6 1725 l64.5 1421 - 136 33
Wheat 20208 2.141.0 242122 2201.2 -9t 1.3
Field peas 137.8 196.3 151.3 21K.5 43 8 23
[upins 305 356 7.4 78.0 -19.9 39
Yield (tonnes per hectare)
Barley 1.51 1.88 1.81 2.06 13.5 n.a.
Oats 110 1.33 1.34 1.40 438 na,
Wheat 1.40 1.65 1.71 1.82 6.7 n.a.
Field peas 1.36 136 1.06 1.54 46.0 n.a.
Lupins 0.79 1.16 1.69 1.14 -34.8 n.a.

TABLE 3. FARM STOCKS OF GRAINS AND FODBER AT 31 MARCH
{'000 TONNES)

Per cent
change Standard
J994 over error
1991 1992 o199 1994 p 1993 {%%)
Grain slocks

Barley 195.5 2151 211.6 268.4 268 1.8
Oats 1158 123 8 118.8 1175 -1.1 2.6
Wheat 142.1 1432 156.4 157.5 0.7 1.9

Fodder stocks
Hay 604.3 723.7 7755 574.5 -259 1.6
57

Silape 36.7 323 473 41.6 =121




Wheat for Grain

The 1.2 million hectares of wheat harvested in 1993-94 was the smallcst area recorded since the 1.1 million hectares
reported in 1977-78. Just over 2.2 million tonnes of wheat were harvested in 1993-94 at an average of 1.8 tonnes per
hectare.

Early indications are that farmers intend to increasc their wheat plantings by ncarly 20 per cent to 1.4 million hectares
in the 1994-93 season.

Wheat for Grain
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Qats for Grain

From a peak of 172,000 hectares in 1989-90, the arca of oats harvested for grain has fallen by morc than 40 per cent to
101,000 hectares reported in 1993-94. This is the smallest area reported in the past 20 vears. Grain production fell by
14 per cent to just over 140,000 tonnes in 1993-94.
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Barley for Grain

The State's barley crop was a record 2.3 million tonnes in 1993-94, an increase of 22 per cent on the 1.9 million
tonnes recorded in the previous scason. The yield averaged at just over 2 tonnes per hectare and is the highest

recorded.

The arca of barley has increased over the past five seasons from the 837.000 hectares reported in the 1988-89 scason.
Howcver, the preliminary data suggest that this upwards trend will not continue into the 1994-95 scason. Based on
farmers' reported intentions, the area sown to barley for the 1994-95 harvest will be around 935,000 hectares, down 15
per cent from the 1.1 million hectares reported in 1993-94.
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Field Peas for Grain

The production of field peas in 1993-94 was significantly above 1992-93 levels. A marked increasc in average yield
to a record 1.5 tonnes per hectare saw the ficld pca harvest increase by more than 40 per cent to a record 219,000
tonnes. The tonnage harvesied has more than trebled in the past decade, making field peas the third largest grain crop

_ after wheat and barley.
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Sheep

Sheep numbers continued to decline during the ycar to March 1994, falling by 680.000 (4.4 per cent) from 15.7
million te 15.0 million head. The numbcrs have fallen by more than 3.3 million head (20 per cent) in the four years
since March 1990,

The 1993 lambing season proved marginally worse than the previous season with an average lambing ratio (larmbs
marked to ewes mated) of 82 per cent.

TABLE 4. SHEEP NUMBERS AT 31 MARCH

£000)
FPer cent
change Standurd
1994 vver error
1991 1992 1993 194 p 1993 (%5
Sheep and lambs
Rarns 2101 201.1 1872 188.2 0.5 1.6
Breeding ewes 7463.8 7.483.4 73788 71302 -34 0.7
Other ewes 1.078.6 781.9 663.2 992.0 45.6 2.6
Wethers 4.612.3 43199 39217 31952 - 185 1.4
Lambs and hoggets. under one vear 3,787 J 2858 335508 35129 - 11 1.4
Total 174527 16,0721 1537018 15,0185 -4.4 n.a,
Sheep and Lambs
At 31 March Million
5
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TABLE 5. LAMBING, SEASONS 1991 T} 1994

Per cent
change Standard
1994 over error
1991 1992 1993 1994 p 1993 (¥al
( 000)
Breeding ewes at 31 March T463.8 7.483.4 73788 T7.130.2 -34 0.7
Farmers' forecast of intended matings
of ewes or ewe {ambs for lambing
To mering rams 4.5716.6 51289 4.948.2 4.730.2 -4.4 0.7
To rams of other breeds 2.054.0 1.933.1 210 22440 6.5 1.5
Toral intended matings 6.570.6 70631 7.056.2 6.974.2 -1.2 n.a.
Actual matings 63435 68537 6.787.8 nya -0 11
Lambs marked 4.913.5 57783 5.566.1 ny.a. -37 3
Per cent
Actual matings as a percentage of
Breeding ewes 250 21.6 920 ny.a. 03 n.a.
Intended matings 965 97.0 96.2 n.y.a -08 n.a.
I.ambs rnarked as a percentage of
Actual matings TiS R4.3 82.0 nya -27 n.a
Lambing Ratio Matings
Seasons 1975 to 1993 Per cent Seasons 1975 w0 1994 Million
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Wool Production

The 1993-94 wool clip. as reported in the Agricultural Census. was 87,400 tonnes. This is a fall of 12 per cent on the
previous season's 98,900 tonnes. The average cut per head of sheep (excluding lambs) was 5.8 kilograms in 1993-94
and is down from the 6.2 kilograms avcraggc in the 1992-93 scason.

Since the abandonment of the Floor Price Scheme in 1989-90, the State's wool production has fallen by almost 20 per
cent from a high of 107.500 tonnes.

TABLE 7. SHEARING AND WOOL, PRODUCTION (a)

Per cent
change Standard
1994 over error
1991 1992 1993 i924p 1693 %o)
Sheep
Number shorn 000 16.529.7 15,506.8 14733.0 138482 -6.0 .6
Shom wool {h) tonpes 93,5151 R&.067.1 913245 80.8253 -11.5 0.7
Average chip kg 57 57 6.2 58 -5R n.a.
Lambs
Number shorn 000 42913 33998 39008 37936 -27 1.6
Shom wool tommes 7.470.3 6.129.9 7.569.5 66153 -126 2.5
Average chp kg 1.7 1.8 19 1.7 ~10.1 na.
Total
MNumber shorn et MIR20.¥ IS oon 7 186337 176418 -5.3 .
Shorn wool (&) tonnes  TO985.4 941970 98 K940 87,2406 BEEN1 na
Average clip kg 4.9 20 53 5.0 - 6.6 i
(a) Based on Agricultural census data.
(b} Includes crutchings.
Wool Production Sheep and Lambs Shorn ..
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Cattle

Beef cattle numbers have continued to increasc over the past twelve months. rising by five per cent to just over one
million head at 31 March 1994, This increase is in line with the trend of the past scveral years. which has seen meat
cattle numbers steadily recover from the low of 912,000 in March 1987, Numbcrs arc still well down on the record

levels of the mid 70's.

South Australia's dairy herd increased by three per cent from 142,000 o 147.000 between March 1993 and 1994.
Dairy cattle numbers have recovered over the past three years from the low of 133.000 head in March 1991,

TABLE 8, CATTLE NIIMBERS , AT 31 MARCH

('000)
Per cent
change Standard
1994 over error
1991 1992 1993 1994 p 1993 %5)
Dairv cattle
Bulis and bull calves for service 1.5 1.4 1.5 16 2.9 4.2
Cows, in mulk and dry 873 .81 923 949 29 09
Heifers and heifer calves 4.6 469 485 50.2 kX 1.6
Total dairy cattle 133.4 1370 1423 146.8 3.4 n.e.
Beef cattle
Bulls and hull calves for semvice 258 24.4 264 273 3.4 i3
Other calves under one year 21328 238.7 2383 2576 8.1 4.2
Cows and heifers, one year and over )
For heef herd replacement ] | 4352 4501 14 32
b 4427 4349 1
Other j | 823 876 6.4 13.2
Other cattle 1683 181.3 179.5 1919 6.9 6.7
Toral beef canle 8566 8793 951.9 1,014.6 55 na.
Total all cattle 990.1 1,016.5 1,104.2 1,161.3 52 na.
Beef Cattle Dairy Cattle
At 31 March
At 3] March “illion 000
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Pigs

Pig numbers showed a marginal decrease in 1993-94. falling by less than two per cent from 435.000 to 428 000 head
between March 1993 and 1994,

TABLE 9. PIG NUMBERS AT 31 MARCH

('000)
Per cent
change Standard
1994 over error
Fogr 1992 1993 1994 p 1993 {26)
Pigs
Boars 33 36 35 a3 -5 23
Breeding sows and gills 46.4 488 500 494 -1.2 i
Other pigs 3504 367.6 %12 375.1 -1.6 23
Total pigs Hin ) 4200 434.7 427.8 -1.6 n.a,
Pigs
At 31 March o
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

This  publication contains  preliminary
agricultural estimates from the 1993-94 season.
together with estimates of intended sowings of
principal crops and intecnded ewe matings for the
forthcoming season. Comparative daia lor the three
previous years is also included.

Scope and coverage

2. The ABS has in the recent past excluded from
the Census those establishments which make only a
small  contribution to overall agricultural
production.

3. From 1986-87 to 1990-91 the scope of the
Census inchuded thosc establishments undertaking
agricultural activity and having an estimated value
of agricultural operattons (EVAO) of $20.000 or
more. From 1991-92 1o 1992-93. only thosc
establishments with an EVAO of $22,500 or more
were inclided,

4. The 1993-94 Census is based on a scope of
$5.000 or more EVAQ. However. the cstimates
presented in this publication arc based on the same
scope as the previous two Censuscs Lo cnable dircct
comparisons to be drawn.

Reliability of estimates

5.  Since the estimates are based on a proportion
(approximately forty per cent) of agricultural
establishments sclected for the Census in 1993-94,
they are subject to sampling variability. That is,
they may differ from the figurcs that would have
been produced if all units had been included.

6.  One measure of the likely difference is given
by the standard error, which indicates the extent to
which an cstimatc might have varied because only
a sample of units was included. Therc arc about
two chances in three thal a samplc estimate will
differ by less than one standard error from the
figure that would have been obtained if all units
had been included and about 19 chances in 20 that
the difference will be less than two standard errors.

7. In this publication. sampling variability is
measurcd by the relative standard crror which is
obtaincd by eoxpressing the standard crror as a
pereentage of the estimate to which it refers. The
relative standard ¢rror ts a useful measure, in that it
provides an immediate indication of the percentage
errors likely to have occurred due to sampling. It
aveids the nced lo refer also to the size of the
estimate.

8. As an examplc of the above, if a sample gives
an estimate of 1.000 hcctares and the relative
standard error is 5 per cent then there would be two
chances in three that, if all units were included, a
figure within the range of 950 to 1,050 hectares
would have been obtained. There would also be
nincteen chances in twenty that the figure would lic
within the range 900 to 1,100 hectares.

Symbols and other usages

kg  kilograms

n.a.  noi available

ny.a. not yet available

p prcliminary - figure or series
General

9. Thc ABS has more detailed agricultural
statistics on MS-DOS compatible floppy disk,
compact disc. microfiche and magnetic tape.
AgSiats on floppy disk and compact disk oflers a
wider range of dala aggregated at smaller
geographical areas than those gencrally available in
printed publications. Both systems come compiete
with an easy-to-usc. mcnu-driven intcrrogation
facility.

10. Current publications and other standard
products and services arc listed in the Catalogue of
Publications (1101.0). Thc cataloguc is available
from any ABS office.
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conditions. A catalogue of publications and products is available frem any of our Offices
(see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Special tables or in—depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape car-
tridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact any
ABS Office (see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions
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